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PREFACE. 


Thb Editor bega to acknowledge asaiatanoo afforded by the following gentlemen in 
revining their papers for this volume: — viz., Messrs. Carruthers, Higginson, Buller, 
Newman, Skey, and Travers. Moat of the proofs of Mr. Kirk’s papers wore also corrected 
by him, while Mr. Stack corrected his map and genealogies, and Mr. Gockbnm-Hood 
sent hia paper in print with corrections marked thereon. 

The paper on the Botany of New iJealand, by Mr. Kirk, which appears in the 
Appendix, was reserved by the author for completion, on receipt of certain works of 
reference, until too late for insertion in its proper place in the volume. 

The thanks of the Board are due to Mr. Gore for the preparation of the usual 
Meteorological Abstracts in advance of the annual statistics, and to Mr. iiuchanan, 
draftsman, and Mr. Doveril, of the photo-lithographic department, for their valuable 
assistance in the illustration of the volume; and to Mr. Earle, who, by permission of the 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary, was allowed to print the plates at the Government litho> 
graphic establishment. 

Attention has to be drawn to the fact that, subsequent to the publication of Volume 
IX., a supplement to that volume was published in July, containing the Proceedings for 
that year, and an Appendix containing several important papers that had been held over. 



ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA. 


PAOl 

9, line 15, after quefttion imert ; 

9, line 10, /fir ice ; read ice, 

12, line 11 from bottom, /or there read then. 

16, line 8 , fnr there read therie* 

57, line 16 from bottom, fur Peta Te Hone read Pita Te Hori. 
57, line 7 from bottom, /or Mararoa read Maiharoa. 

57, line 6 from bottom, fur Nutauawhira read Natanahira. 

69, line 19 from bottom, for for read from. 

72, lino 9 (and elnewhere), for Kane read Kane. 

76, line IH, for To Whai read Tetewliai. 

79, line 17 from bottom, for Ngaitaka read Ngaitara. 

81, line 13, mr Te Kajiuwai read To Bapuwai. 

81, line 16 from below, omit ’’ 

86, line 8 from below, fur Browny read Browning’s. 

88, In quotation, for her involved, read him involved. 

91, line 11 from bottom, /or To read lo. 

105, line 10, after settling insert on. 

116, lino 13 from bottom, for Le Maine read I^e Maire. 

123, lino 3 from bottom (and elsewhere), /ar kumera read knmara. 
126, line 17, after off insert to, 

129, line 4, for Te Knku read Te Konkou 
152, line 3, for moliopatahi read mohopatatai. 

213, In first footnote, for VII. read VI. 
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ABSTRACTS OF RULES AND STATUTES. 

Gazetted in the **New Zealand Gazette,*’ 9 Marob, 1868. 

Section I. 

Incorporation of Societies, 

1. No Society shall bo incorporated with the Institute under the provisions of The 
Now Zealand Institute Act 1867,” unless such Society shall consist of not less than 
tw6nty>five Members, subscribing in the aggregate a sum of not less than fifty pounds 
sterling annually, for the promotion of art, science, or such other branch of knowledge 
for which it is associated, to be from time to time certified to the satisfaction of the 
Board of Governors of the Institute by the Chairman for the time being of the Society. 

2. Any Society incorporated as aforesaid shall cease to be incorporated with the 
Institute in ease the number of the Members of the said Society shall at any time become 
less than twenty-five, or the amount of money annually subscribed by such Members 
shall at any time be less than £50. 

8. The bye-laws of every Society to be incorporated as aforesaid shall provide for the 
expenditure of not less than one-third of its annual revenue in or towards the formation 
or support ol some local public Museum or Library ; or otherwise shall provide for the 
contribution of not less than one-sixth of its said revenue towards the extension and 
maintenance of the Museum and library of the New Zealand Institute. 
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4. Any Society incorporated as aforesaid which shall in any one year fail to eicpend 
the proportion of revenue affixed in manner provided by Buie 3 aforesaid, shall from 
thenceforth cease to be incorporated with the Institute. 

5. All papers read before any Society for the time being incorporated with the 
Institute, shall be deemed to bo communications to the Institute, and may then be 
published as prococdings or transactions of the Institute, subject to the following regula- 
tions of the Board of the Institute regarding publications : — 

liegulations regarding Publicationt. 

(a.) The publications of the Institute shall consist of a current abstract of the 
proceedings of the Societies for the time being incorporated with the Institute, 
to bo intituled, ** Prococdings of the New Zealand Institute,” and of transactions 
comprising papors read before the Incorporated Societies (subject, however, to 
selection as heroinaftcr mentioned), to be intituled, “ Transactions of the New 
Zealand Instituto.” 

(h.) The Institute shall have power to reject any papers read before any of the 
Incorporated Societies. 

{c.) Papers so rejected will be returned to the Society before which they wore read. 

(d.) A proportional contribution may be required from each Society towards the cost 
of publishing the proceedings and transactions of the Institute. 

(c.) Each Incorporated Society will be entitled to receive a proportional number of 
copies of the proceedings and transactions of the Institute, to be from time to 
time fixed by the Board of Governors. 

(/.) Extra copies will be issued to any of the Members of Incorporated Societies at 
the cost price of publication. 

C). All property accumulated by or with funds derived from Incorporated Societies 
and placed in the charge of the Institute, shall be vested in the Institute, and be used 
and applied at the discretion of the Board of Governors for public advantage, in like 
manner with any other of the property of the Institute. 

7. Subject to “ The New Zealand Institute Act, 18C7,” and to the foregoing rules, all 
Societies incorporated with the Institute shall be entitled to retain or alter their own 
form of constitution and the byedaws for their own management, and shall conduct 
their own affairs. 

8. Upon application signed by the Chairman and countersigned by the Secretary of 
any Society, accompanied by the certificate required under Buie No. 1, a certificate of 
incorporation will be granted under the Seal of the Institute, and will remain in force as 
long as the foregoing rules of the Institute are complied with by the Society. 

Skction II. 

For the Management of the Property of the Institute. 

9. All donations by Societies, Public Departments, or private individuals, to the 
Museum of the Institute, shall be acknowledged by a printed form of receipt, and shall 
be duly entered in the books of the Institute provided for that purpose, and shall then be 
dealt with as the Board of Governors may direct. 

10. Deposits of articles for the Museum may be accepted by the Institute, subject to 
a fortnight's notice of removal to be given either by the owner of the articles or by the 
Manager of the Institute, and such deposits shall be duly entered in a separate catalogue* 

11. Books relating to Natural Science may be deposited in the Library of the Insti- 
tute, subject to the following conditions 

(a.) Such books are not to bo withdrawn by the owner under six months^ notice, if 
such notice shall be required by the Board of Governors* 



Attracts of Rules and Statutes. 


xiii 


(b.) Any funds specially expended on binding and preserving such deposited books» 
at the request of the depositor, shall be charged against the books, and must be 
refunded to the Institute before their withdrawal, always subject to special 
arrangements made with the Board of Governors at the time of deposit. 

(c.) No books deposited in the Library of the Institute shall be removed for temporary 
use except on the written authority or receipt of the owner, and then only for a 
period not exceeding seven da^s at any one time. 

12. All books in the Library of tho Institute shall be duly entered in a catalogue 
which shall bo accessible to the public. 

13. The public shall he admitted to the use of tho Museum and Library, subject to 
bye-laws to be framed by the Board. 

Section III. 

14. The Laboratory shall, for the time being, bo and remain under the exclusive 
management of the Manager of the Institute. 

Section IV. 

Of Date 23ri> September, 1870. 

Honorary Members. 

Whereas tho rules of the Societies incorporated under the New Zealand Institute Act 
provide for the election of Honorary Members of such Societies ; but inasmuch as such 
Honorary Members would not thereby become Members of the New Zealand Institute, 
and whereas it is expedient to make provision for the Klection of Honorary Members of 
the New Zealand Institute?, it is hereby declared — 

Ist. Each Incorporated Society may, in the mouth of November next, nominate for 
election as Honorary Members of tho New Zealand Institute three persons, and 
in the month of November in each succeeding year one ))erson, not residing in 
tho Colony. 

2nd. Tho names, descriptions, and addresses of persons so nominated, together with 
the grounds on which their election as Honorary Members is recommended, shall 
be forthwith forwarded to the Manager of tho New Zealand Listitute, and shall 
by liim be submitted to tho Governors at the next succeeding meeting. 

3rd. From tho persons so nominated, the Governors may select in the first year not 
more than nine, and in each succeeding year not more than throe, who shall 
from thenceforth bo Honorary Members of the Now Zealand Institute, provided 
that the total number of Honorary Mombors shall not exoood thirty. 
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LIST OP INCORPOBATED SOCIETIES. 


NAME OF SOCIETY. 

Wellington Philosophical Society 

Auckland Institute 

Philosophical Institute of Canterbury 

Otago Institute 

Nelson Assocution for the Promotion op Science 

AND Industry 

Westland Institute - - - . - 

Hawke Bay Philosophical Institute 


DATE or INCORPORATION 

10th June, 1868. 
10th June, 1868. 
22nd October, 1868. 
18th October, 1869. 

28rd Sept., 1870. 
2lBt December, 1874. 
diet March, 1875. 


WELLINGTON PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 

Office-bearers for 1877 : — President — W. T. L. Travers, P.L.S. ; 
Vice-Presidents — T. Kirk, P.L.S. , J. Carruthers, M.Iiist. C.E. ; Council — Dr. 
Duller, C.^r.O., P.L.S., C. C. Graham, James Hector, C.M.G., M.D., 
P.R.S., Hon. W. B. D. Mantell, F.G.S., J. C. Crawford, P.G.S., A. K. 
Newman, M.B., M.li.C.P., C. Rous Marten, P.R.G.S., P.M.S. ; Auditor — 
Arthur Baker ; Secretary and Treasure^' — R. B. Gore. 

Office-bearers for 1878 : — President — Thomas Kii'k, P.L.S. ; Vice- 
Presidents — J. Carruthers, M.Inst. C.E., A. K. Newman, M.B., M.R.C.P. ; 
Council — James Hector, C.M.G., M.D., P.R.S., J. C. Crawford, F.G.S., W. 
T. L. Travers, P.L.S., Dr. Buller, C.M.G., P.L.S., C. Rous Marten, 
F.R.G.S., P.M.S. , P. W. A. Skae, M.D., F.B.C.S.E., Martin Chapman; 
Auditor — Arthur Baker ; Secretary and Treasurer — R. B. Gore. 

Extracts from tlie Eules of the Wellington Philosophical Society, 

5. Every member shall contribute annually to the funds of the Society the sum of 
one guinea. 

6. The annual contribution shall he due on the first day of January in each year. 

7. The sum of ten pounds may be paid at any time os a composition for life of the 
ordinary annual payment. 

14. The time and place of the General Meetings of Members of the Society shall be 
fixed by the Council and duly announced by the Secretary. 
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• AUCKLAND INSTITUTE. 

Opfice-beabebs for 1877 : — President — R. C. Barstow, Esq., R.M. ; 
Council — J. L. Campbell, M.D., J. C. Firth, His Honour Mr. Justice Gillies, 
J. Goodall, C.E., The Hon. Col. Haultain, T. lleale, G. M. Mitford, J, A. 
Fond, Rev. A. G. Purclias, M.R.C.S.E., J. Stewart, C.E., The Hon. P. 
Whitaker; Secretary and Treasurer — T. F. Cheeseman, F.L.S. ; Auditor — 
T. Macffarlane. 

Office-bearers for 1878 :—President---T, Hcale ; Council — R. C. Barstow, 
Rev. J, Bates, J. L. Campbell, M.D., J. C. Firth, His Honour Mr. 
Justice Gillies, The Hon. Col. Haultain, G. M. Mitford, J. A. Pond, 
The Rev. A. G. Purchas, M.R.C.S.E., J. Stewart, M.Inst.C.E., F. Whitaker ; 
Auditor — T. Macffarlane ; Secretary and Treasurer — T. F, Cheeseman, F.L.S. 


Extracts from the Rules of the Auckland Institute, 

1. Any person desiring to become a member of the Institute, shall be proposed in 
writing by two members, and shall be ballotted for at the next meeting of the Council. 

4. Now members on election to pay one guinea entrance fee, in addition to the 
annual subscription of one guinea, the annual subscriptions being payable in advance on 
the first day of April for tho then current year. 

5. Members may at any time become life members by one payment of ten pounds 
ten shillings, in lieu of future annual subscriptions. 

10. Annual General Meeting of tho Society on tho Third Monday of February iu 
each year. Ordinary Business Meetings ore called by the Council from time to time. 


PHILOSOPHICAL INSTITUTE OF CANTERBURY. 
Office-bearers for 1877: — President — Dr. von Haast, Ph.D., F.R.S. ; 
Vice-presidents — Dr. Powell, Professor Bickerton, F.C.S. ; Council — Rev. J. 
W. Stack, Rev. Charles Fraser, R. W. Fereday, Dr. J. S. Coward, G. W. Hall, 
Professor Cook ; Hon, Treasurer — J. Inglis ; lion. Secretary — J. S. Guthrie. 

Office-bearers for 1878 : — President — Professor von Ilaast, F.R.S. ; 
Vice-presidents— Iley, J. W. Stack, Professor Cook ; Council — Professor 
Bickerton, Dr Powell, W. M. Maskell, R. W. Fereday, Dr. Coward, G. W. 
Hall ; Hon, Treasurer — John Ingli.; ; Hon, Secretary — J. S. Outlme. 


Extracts from the Rules of the Philosophical Institute of Canterbury, 

7. The Ordinary Meetings of tho Institute shall be held every first week during the 
months from March to November inclusive. 

26. Members of the Institute shall pay two guineas for the first year of membership, 
flmd one guinea annually thereafter, as a subscription to the funds of the Institute. 

27. Mombors may compound for all annual subscriptions of the current and future 
years by paying ten guineas. 
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OTAGO INSTITUTE. 

Office-bearers for 1877 : — Prmident — The Eight Eev. Bishop Nevill ; 
Vice-presidents — E. Gillies and W. N. Blair ; Council — Dr. Millen Coughtrey, 
H. Skey, J. S. Webb, G. M. Thomson, P. Thomson, D. Petrie, Dr. 
Hockon; Hon. Secretary and Hon, Treasurer-— Profefiaov Hutton ; Auditor— 
A. D. Lubecki. 

Office-bearers for 1878: — President — W. N. Blair, O.E. ; Vice-preddenU 
— Professor Hutton, W. Arthur, C.E. ; Council — Professor Shand, G. 
Joachim, Professor Macgi-egor, Professor Scott, D. Petrie, E. Elliott, J. C. 
Thomson ; lion. Sec, — G. M. Thomson ; lion Treasurer — H. Skey; Auditor 
— A. D. Lubecki. 

Extraeti from the Comtitution and Itules of the Otago Institute. 

2. Any person tlesiring to join tho Society may be elected by ballot, on being proposed 
in writing at any meeting of the Council or Society by two members, on payment of the 
annual eubscription of one giiiuoa for tho year then current. 

6. Members may ut any time become life members by one payment of ten pounds 
and ten sliillings, in lieu of future annual subscriptions. 

8. An Annual General Meeting of the members of tho Society shall bo held in 
January in each year, at which meeting not less than ten members must be present, 
otherwise tho meeting shall he adjourned by tho members present from time to time, 
until the requisite number of mombers is present, 

(5.) Tho session of the Otago Institute shall be during the winter months, from May 
to October, both iuclusive. 

NELSON ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF SCIENCE 
AND INDUSTRY. 

Office-bearers for 1878 : — President — Tho Eight Ecv. the Bishop of 
Nelson ; Coioicil — A. S. Atkinson, Leonard Boor, M.E.C.S., Charles Uuntcr- 
Brown, F. W. Irvine, M.D., Joseph Sheidierd, Geo. Williams, M.D. ; Hon. 
Treasurer and Hon. Secretary — T. Mackay, C.E, 


Extracts from the Rules of the Nelson Association for the Promotion of Science 

and Industry, 

2. The Association shall consist of members elected by ballot, who have been pro- 
posed at a monthly meeting of the Society, and elected at the ensuing meeting. 

3. Each member to pay a subscription of nut loss than one pound per annum, 
payable half-yearly in advance. 

4. Ordinary Meetings held on the first Wednesday in each month. 
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WESTLAND INSTITUTE. 

Office-beibebs fob 1877 : — President — His Honour Judge Weston ; Vice- 
president — E. C. Eeid ; Council — Rev. W. A. Pascoe, M.A., Rev. G. W. 
Russell, Rev. G. Morice, Rev. Father Martin, J. Plaisted, L. G. Reid, W. 
D. Kerr, Robert Paul, J. H. Grevillc, D. Osborne, Dr. M’Donald, Robert 
Walker ; Hon, Treasurer — E.T. Robinson ; Jlon, Secretary — Charles Ulrich. 

Office-beabers for 1878 : — President — His Honour Judge Weston ; Vice- 
president — Robert C. Reid ; Council — Rev. Father Martin, Rev. George 
Morice, Rev, G. W. Russell, Rev. W. H. Elton, John Plaisted, E. T, Rob- 
inson, Dr. James, D. McDonald, E. W. Wade, H.L, Robinson, W. D.Kerr, 
G. A. Paterson, Robert Walker ; Hon, Treasurer — W. A. Spence ; Hon, 
Secretary — John Anderson. 

Extracts from the Rules of the Westland Institute, 

3. The Institute shall consist (1.) Of life members, i.e., persons who have at any 
one time ma^le a donation to the Institute of ten pounds ten shillings or upwards ; or 
persons who, in reward of special services rendered to the Institute, have been unani- 
mously elected as such by the Committee or at the general half-yearly meeting. (2) Of 
members who pay two pounds two shillings each year. (8) Of members paying 
smaller sums-^not less than ten shillings. 

5. The Institute shall hold a half-yearly meeting on the third Monday in the months 
of December and June. 

HAWKE BAY PHILOSOPHICAL INSTITUTE. 

Office-bearers fob 1877 : — His Honour J. D. Ormond; 
Vice-president — The Right Rev. the Bishop of Waiapu ; Council — W. Colenso, 
J. M. Gibbes, H. E. Holder, S, Locke, J. A. Smith, W. I. Spencer, 
F. W. C. Sturm ; Hon, Secretary and Treasurer — W. Colenso. 

Office-bearers for 1878 ; — President — The Hon. J. D. Oimond, M.H.R. ; 
Vice-president — Robert Stuart; Council — Messrs. Holder, Kinross, Miller, 
Newton, Smith, Spencer, Colenso ; Hon, Secretary attd Treasurer— YI, 
Colenso ; Auditor — T. K. Newton. 

Extracts from the Rules of the Hawke Bay Philosophical Institute, 

8. The annual subscription for each member bliall be one guinea, payable in advance, 
on the first day of January in every year. 

4. Members may at any time become life members by one payment of ten pounds ten 
shillings in lieu of future annual subscriptions. 

(4.) The session of the Hawke Bay Philosophical Institute shall be during the winter 
months from May to October, both inclusive ; and general meetings shall be held on the 
•eeond Monday in each of those six months, at 6 p.m. 
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I.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


Art. I . — New Zealand a Post-rjlacial Centr^qf Creation, 

By T. 1 £. Cockbuun-Hood, F.G.S. 

[Head before the Wellington Philosophical Society, dth December, 1870.] 
Captain Hutton, in a paper which appears in the last volume of the 
“ Traasactions of the N.Z. Institute,” has shown tliat the presumed cause 
of the shrinking of the glaciers of the New Zealand Alps to their present 
from their ancient colossal dimensiona, is more than “a shrewd guess,” 
and that the examination of its former and existing littoral marine fauna, 
goes far to prove that it was duo — not to a change of climate during a 
period of Southern Polar Qlaciation — hut to the diminished elevation of 
that cordillera, combined with other influences, of which jH*osenily. He. 
concludes his remarks with the following observation, “the evidences 
seem to be in favour of there never having been a Glacial Epoch in New 
Zealand, and consequently none in the Southern Hemisphei'e that is 
to say, that there never was a period when a general ice-cap covered 
these islands as it does the greater part of Greenland to-day, and ns so 
many deem it an cs|ahliahed fact that, ])ressiiig down fi-om polar regions, 
a well nigh universal one overwhelmed the whole of nearly both hemis- 
pheres in post-pliocene times — against part of ^Y]lich theory New Zealand 
may bo deemed to present very strong evidence. 

The term “glacial” is a mpst convenient one by which to designate 
those periods of intense cold to which, in their turn, various portions of 
existing lands are now, and have in all time past boon subjected from local 
causes which admit of explanation, as well as from others affecting broad 
belts stretching, now in one meridian, now in another, towards the tropics, 
which may hereafter be understood, 
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It is therrfore to be regretted that it has come to be so commonly 
applied to this one particular ora of assumed change in tlie temperature of 
the whole globe, that several writers use tlie terms Pre-glacial and Pliocene 
as synonymous, even when tlie consideration of their readers is being 
directed by them to New Zealand. 

This supposed frigid epoch in the earth’s history may well, however, 
be taken as a fresh starting point by those naturalists who agree with 
Professor Haeckel, in his j)ropo8ition that dm-ing the “ Glacial Ejwch 
between these vast lifeless ice continents there remained onli/ a narrow zone 
to which the life of the organic world had to withdraw.*'* 

Where this oasis was exactly situated, “the seed of our coming, the seed 
of food, the seed of man,” as the Pol^’iiesians describe their Hawaiiki, is not 
suggested, but it ma}’ not unfairly be presumed to liave been in that 
portion of the globe where survivors of its most ancient denizens remain, 
the certainly unglaciated regions of Australasia. The southern ranges of 
Australia proper m% come to have their local glacial period by-ond-byc. 
Already heavy snows and avalanches do their work there, and fragments of 
rook have been carried down now and again from their summits, and 
deposited as blocs perches on the sides of the sub-alpino valleys ; hut no 
traces of ancient ice action arc to be seen. During comparatively recent 
times on the contrary, there are many evidences that a more equably warm 
climate prevailed ; in the extra tropical portion of the great island continent 
the extremes became more severe, as the extonsive remnants of the inland 
sea gradually dried up. We find tlio remains of crocodiles in the river 
alluviums, 800 miles south of tho i)reseut range of these animals, in 
juxta-position with those of the great extinct marsupials ; tho tropical 
marine fauna of its northern coasts had also a wider range, and lingered 
long in the gulfs of the South Australian sea ; the set of the currents was 
probably from north to south, and species imkuown on the eastern coast 
flourished in these mediterranean waters. 

It is an old conservative country this Australia — not given to abrupt 
changes — ^but now, like other lands in the southern hemisphere, is 
gradually rising, especially its central regions. In tho Great Australian 
Bight the upheaval is estimated at as much as twelve feet in places since 
1825. Earthquakes are frequent, as in other lands undergoing a similar 
process, but their effects are little felt on the eastern coast, although 
evidences of elevation in modern times are found from Cape Howe all along 
the shores far to the north. The shocks usually are not smart enough to 
produce visible consequences ; not oven to ^hake the trees on tlic slopes of 
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the mountain gorge* suffioiontly to cause them to drop their winter*gained 
loads ; ** Pisoium et summo genus hiesit ulmo,” may in the glens under 
Mount Kosciusko be translated, the oxen remained in the lofty gum-trees. 

Very frequently when the accumulations of snow after severe winters 
disappear under tlie summer sun, cattle are found fixed in the branches of 
the tall trees in the narrow, deep ravines, filled up with drifted snows, in 
which they sank — which may readily be imagined, seeing that these drifts 
are sometimes 800 yards deep — in the upper gorges of the Indi river, 
as stated in the account given by my venerable friend the Eev. W. B. 
Clarke, F.R.S., who, with so much care and arduous laboui*, explored these 
wild and difl&cult regions. There are no evidences whatever, nevertheless, 
of their having gone through a colder period than the present. The view 
may be taken that this, one of tlie oldest of existing lands — part of it is as 
ancient as old New Zealand, of which but little remains — was an inde- 
pendent ** centre of creation’* in which the progress of development has 
not in its prevailing foima of life advanced beyond that point reached 
elsewhere hi early geological eras. In this island continent we find 
ourselves at home ” with our earliest ancestors, the beaked animals,” the 
Ornithorhynchm and the Echidna ; hero are to be seen, hopping about, our 
somewhat nearer ones the rat-like marsupials, similar to those of the early 
tertiary epoch, our certain progenitors of the seventeenth stage or genera- 
tion. We have always known that man was made of the dust of tlie earth, 
but through what forms that dust had previously passed, we had not been 
precisely informed until now. It may be satisfactory to many to have their 
proved pedigree put before them by Professor Haeckel, at all events many 
noble families will feel assured that it is at least as correct and authentic as 
that of their modern ancestors placed before tlieir fellows in the pages 
of some genealogical dictionaiies. 

As well as on the land, individuals of veiy antique aspect yet Unger 
also near its shores and in its rivers ; the Triyonia and Ccifiraciun of meso- 
zoic days, and that strange creature of most ancient Imeage the Devonian- 
looking Ceratodue, It may be urged that these are but examples of the 
persistent recurrence of peculiar forms under the obUgation of the law 
which governs the process of evolution ; or it may l)e held that they present 
instances of the tendency to reveii under the potency of tlie same law, 
cu’oumstances being suitable, to original typos even after the lajise of untold 
ages. Six-legged cats, dogs and other creatures with such abnormal 
characteiistics, ore alleged even by some to he merely extreme cases of 
atavism — t.#., to show clearly the derivation of the mammaha from, or at 
least their common genetic origin with the Myriapoda^ and their alliance to 
the ivy and other clasping plants. 
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Under certain circumstances, as Sir Charles Lyell says, the great 
Enaliosaurians might re-appear in the ocean depths and their dragon-like 
congeners invade the lands, and soar above the forests, for from whence 
they came, from whom descended, there are no records to tell. 

They appeared on earth when cosinical conditions were suitable, and 
disappeared utterly, it is presumed, when these wore changed, leaving no 
transitional huks behind that we know of. 

In the present century thousands are ready to accept any new idea, 
however preposterous, propounded by the class who come under the 
denomination of “ advanced thinkers,'’ who so often evince utter contempt 
for the axiom of Mr. Huxley himself, that “ the first duty of a hypothesis 
is to be intelligible.” 

It seems strange, nevertheless, that so startling a one as this Narrow 
Zone, walled round with solid ice, the withdrawal for thousands of years of 
solar heat from the greater portion of the globe, when the vivifying rays 
had ceased to warm the seas, and ocean circulation came to a stand — for 
this must be the inference — should bo accepted with more readiness than 
the idea of the Noachiau Deluge ; when, according to Cuvier, there 
remained only ‘‘ Xarrow rajlons^ from which wan rc-pcoplcd the earth after 
those stupendous events tvhlch closed the Elephantine periods Those events 
which took place when the long, slowly sinking Equatorial Continent — the 
Lhanka of the Brahmins, the Lemuria of modern savans, a map of 
which is placed before us by Professor Haeckel, whore he says man was 
developed from perfected apes, a hundred thousand years ago, in Pliocene 
times, perhaps hundreds of thousands in Miocene, W'as at last suddenly 
submerged, during a period of intense volcanic activity, when its founda- 
tions were taken away, and other regions were upheavod in its place. 

This cataclysmal catastrophe in consonance with Mosaic history, in 
consonance with the traditions of men of all races, Caucasian, Mongolian, 
Polynesian, or Negroid, presents none of the extraordinary difficulties which 
surround the Glacial Hypothesis as thus put before us. 

It was a catastrophe affecting a limited area, enormous as compared 
wuth that which subsided during the earthquakes of 1819. — The Bunn of 
Cutch, from similar causes acting upon an infinitely smaller scale than 
they once did in the adjacent regions — but small when contrasted with that 
over which we are told life was extinguished by a universal ice-cap. The 
general order of things when the portion of the world known to the 
advanced families of men, possibly to all the human race, was overwhelmed 
by the sea, still went on undisturbed, it may be presumed, elsewhere. The 
giant sloths and armadillos may have moved about on the savannahs of 
South America, and the great marsupials — the gigantic wombats, kangaroos, 
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and dasyures over thoac of Australia ; the moas and other wingless birds 
flourishod in the thou more extensive laud of New Zealand, and the levels 
under the Rocky Mountains afforded sustenance to herds of mighty animals 
still, as well as the South African table-lands. 

It seems a remarkable fact in the histoiy of organic life, that whilst so 
many of the contemporary animals have succumbed under various in- 
fluences during the lapse of time, these great birds of Now Zealand should 
have continued to exist from far earlier ages still until very recent years 
(if indeed there are not individuals yet remaining), and is probably duo 
to the persistence of an equable climate prevailing over a land in which 
they had no competitors. 

The struggle for life must, as the author of the ‘'History of Creation” 
admits, have been severe indeed — “fearful,” as he remarks — for all forms 
of tropical fauna anJ flora especially ; hemmed in on a narrow zone between 
two icy walls stretching nearly from pole to pole, the climate for tliem 
must have been rigorous in the extreme. There was in this crowded place 
of refuge, to which he observes all those wise creatures withdrew “who 
wished to escape being frozen,” an excellent opportunity afforded for the 
extinction of many nearly effete tribes, and the survival of the fittest; it 
certainly appears to have been an inconvenient time for man to have begun 
to push his way — 100,000 years ago, Herr Haockers date for pliocene men, 
being the great ice ago according to Sir Charles Lycll. Unless develop- 
ment has proceeded since with more rapid strides than this writer assumes 
with his master it did during previous geological eras, primceval men must 
have witnessed strange scenes. 

The migration of the survivors, leaving in many cases no representa- 
tives behind them, is a difficult problem to solve, — the wingless birds to 
their special island habitats; the rodents of South America to theirs, 
leaving the monotremes and marsupials in solo possession of their ancestral 
domaiiiB. 

Without incurring the risk of being deemed deserving of the contemp- 
tuous indignation poured upon those “ old stagers grown grey in opposite 
views” who, with “ridiculous arrogance,” object under these difficult 
circumstances to receive the whole theory of descent as enunciated, and 
the correct j)cdigrce3 as offered by so eminent an authority and adventurous 
a thinker as the author of this history, w^e may be permitted to ask for 
some explanation of the formidable objections that stand in the way of our 
believing in this narrow zone amidst universal icc. The generality of 
persons who may read his work will scarcely bo satisfied by his assurance 
that “proofs demanded arc needless.” 
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One of the first difficulties that suggests itself in the consideration of 
this particular dogma, this narrow zone to which organic life had to 
withdraw in post-pliocene times — ^is that during this epoch, which it 
appears was subsequent to, if not coincident with, the time when 
men first commenced to talk sense in Lemuria — 100,000 years ago — 
although the circulation of the equatorial Currents must have ceased, the 
chilled waters from both polar regions continued their course with in- 
creased force, until they had invaded all submarine depths, and all forms 
of organic life unable to adapt themselves to the change, or unable to reach 
the place of refuge, perished. 

It would be difficult, however, to prove that polar marine currents have 
ever operated over greater areas or with more force than they do to-day, 
and frost now stretches its rigid winding sheet over tracts of land not long 
since, geologically speaking, teeming with animal life and covered with 
luxuriant vegetation, whilst in the same latitudes it has relaxed its grasp 
over others which for ages had been locked in its stern embrace. 

Ever varying in their direction during the lapse of years, mighty ocean 
streams have borne along their islands of ice loaded with the debris of rocks 
from glaciated regions, strewing the ocean floor as liberally now as in any 
previous era, dropping boulders to-day upon beds being laid down at the 
bottom of the sea, to be the clialk hills of future continents, and at still 
greater abysmal depths of red clay (both composed of exuviaD of minute 
organisms, falling to the bottom incessantly through coimtless centuries ; a 
discovery the more astonishing when it is considered that tliis lifeless red 
clay, identically the same as that of the dry land so familiar to us, and so 
long a profound mystery, is seemingly chiefly derived from the insoluble 
residue of these Foratnim/cra, which is estimated at about only two per 
cent.) changing the climates of adjacent lands, and causing ever varying 
migrations of their fauna and flora, as well as of the life beneath the waters, 
in all time past. 

The glaciers in x)resent elevated regions, the Cordilleras of South 
America and New Zealand, the Himalayas, the Alps, the Caucasus, may 
not be greater than those which descended from the lofty mountains, higher 
perhaps than any of these that rose above the plains covered witli the 
forests of the carboniferous era. 

Under the pluvial conditions which then probably obtained, judging 
from the climates in which analogous vegetation flourishes at the present 
time, we may conclude they are not. At all events the marks of ice-action 
arc to be seen, proving that in those days, as well as in our own, certain 
portions of the earth's surface had their share of glaciation, however much 
the general aspect of the fauna and flora may suggest that the temperature 
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of the globe was at that epoch more equable, if not universally higher, 
which may reasonably be presumed to have been the case ; more especially 
if, as it has been suggested, climatic zones did not exist until the com- 
mencement of the tertiary era. 

The further careful observations are extended and ice-marks sought for, 
where they ought to be found in the same latitudes, if the ice-cap covered 
one hemisphere in all meridians at the same time, the loss strong appears 
the evidence of the struggle for life, it is alleged that animals and plants 
underwent in the limited unglaciated regions proposed to have remained 
during one portion of the quaternaiy period ; a struggle which proved too 
great for many pre-existing forms, and led to theii- extinction, as some of the 
advocates of recurring eras of universal glaciation assort most probably 
effected the destruction of the giant Saurians, once the domineering tenants 
of land and sea in all parts of the world ; whether that tenancy was alto- 
gether synchronous in both hemispheres is an interesting question if its 
expiry w^as duo to on ago of ice ; it may well be doubted whether it was. 

So far as observations have been made in the southern hemisphere, 
there aro no records of a greater amount of frost tlian inscribes its marks 
to-day. South Georgia, in latitude 54^ S., is frequently referred to as an 
evidence of what local influences may bring about in the way of glaciation ; 
exposed to tho full force of the berg-laden antarctic current it is wrapped in 
snow and ice nearly to tlie water’s edge all tho year, whilst fifteen degrees 
to the west forests of beech and fuchsia clothe the sides of tho monntains, 
and humming-birds flit over the glaciers in the Straits of Magellan. 

The condition of this island and of Sandwich Island is “a waming,” Sir 
Charles Lyell says, against concluding that glaciation must have been 
universal over one hemisphere at the same time. The opinion expressed 
by Professor Agassiz and others respecting the apparent work of ice in the 
Amazon Valley may nevertheless be correct. A berg-bearing current may 
have swept over the submerged eastern plains of South America, and the 
temperature lowered over a broad belt in that meridian ; whilst Australia, 
New Zealand, and South Africa were subjected to no such influence. 

Tho work that is being done by southern currenfs now must equal in 
magnitude that performed by tho ocean streams which deposited the 
northern drift, now in one now in another meridian, over the submerged 
lands of Europe and America. Flowing u^) to tho north, they carry their 
chilled waters imder tropical seas whose surface temperature is 80® to 85®, 
not only up to tho equator, but on, it has been most unexpectedly discovered, 
into the temperate zone as far as the Bay of Biscay — working, of course, 
great changes in the submarine inhabitants of vast areas — as similar 
currents have been doing in all time past, as the great underset flowed 
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alternately to or from the north, introducing antarctic fauna into the 
northern hemisphere during one cycle, and arctic at another into the 
southern temperate zone. Their respective remains, intermingled at first 
in the upper strata with those of tropical and sub- tropical forms, are now 
being deposited layer upon layer over the be^s which contain such different 
ones below, and which will again in many places come to entomb the shells 
and the bones of races similar in type to those which previously there 
found a grave, when such a change in temperature as has occurred in most 
regions over and over again takes place. 

The most enthusiastic glacialist could ask for no mightier engine than 
the groat antarctic stream bearing its vast islands of ice sixty miles and 
more in length far towards the tropics in certain meridians. 

What local influences are doing now in northern regions, students have 
more ample opportunity of observing. Notably the condition of great part 
of Greenland, where, in latitude 70°, ice islands of enormous dimensions 
float off from a sea* cliff of solid glacier ice 8,000 feet in height. The state 
of things obtaining in that great land may be contrasted with that in tlie 
equally misnamed country, Iceland, even that of its lower portions in 65° 
N. with that of Lapland in 72°. The climate of the Crimea affords a use- 
ful example when compared with that of Venice or Bordeaux. In conse- 
quence of the radiation from the Thibetan steppes, we find cereals ripening 
on the Siberian side of the Himalaya at a height above the sea equal to 
that of tile summit of Mont Blanc, whilst several thousand feet lower down 
arctic cold prevails, and mighty glaciers do their work above the burning 
plains of Hindostan, growing under the soft breath of the rain-bearing 
southerly winds. 

Again intense cold prevails over countries on the shores of that great 
inlet of the North Pacific which, in not very remote times, teemed with 
animal life of southern types. 

In that region where the Amoor river after flowing amidst umbrageous 
groves and vino-clad hills turns north and enters a frozen sea, a local 
glacial period lias possibly commenced,, advancing with slow but unwaver- 
ing steps, which might easily bo accelerated by tlic subsidence of the shallow 
sca-bottom which interrupts the flow of polar waters ; wliilst in other jilaoes 
owing to a deviation in the direction of local currents of warm and chilled 
waters in seas of no great depth, sub-tropical forms are again multiplying 
where but recently arctic ones usurped possession. 

The iron grasp of frost has loosened its hold over gi’eat part of Western 
America, and a temperate climate for ages has been gaining sway over the 
arid regions where rivers flow in deep chasms or canons worn by them 
through tific plains under the Rocky Mountains. 
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There has been no ice work going on Uiore since the Colorado began to 
cut its mighty drain a mile and a quarter deep, where it is at the same 
'‘time but one hundred and eighty feet across ; the three hundred feet of the 
lowest portion of this extraordinary chasm being eroded through hard 
granite. Wlaen this great work commenced, according to reasonable 
calculations, the northern currents must have been spreading drift on the 
submerged eastern plains, if that operation went on during the glacial 
period of Sir Charles Lyell. 

The moraines of ancient local glaciers may be seen on the slopes of 
these mountains below 80 ° N. latitude, and also upon those of the Sierra 
Nevada, still nearer to the tropics, but traces of general glaciation there or 
of northern drift on the shores of California of the same ago as that on the 
eastern side of the Missouri have not hitherto been observed. The vast 
accumulations of shingle on the terraces of Oregon and Washington terri- 
tory are as ancient, according to American geologists, as those of the 
highest plateau of the prairies east of the Rocky Mountains, and are 
composed, as the latter arc likewise, of materials of local derivation. They 
wore deposited there when the Cascade Range ah-eady presented a formid- 
able wall, and i)revious to the time when 'Mount Hood, Mount Rainier, 
and Shasta, those gi'and “Lookers-on” of the Pacific Coast, were piled up. 

The boulders which lie on these old shingle terraces on the sides of the 
Willamette and other valleys, and on the shores of Vancouver, may be 
pointed to as memorials of the “Great Age of Ice," but they cannot be 
proved to have travelled very far. The grey syenite of which the majority 
of them consist, is a distinguishing rock of the Cascade Range, from 
whence glaciers brought them down i)robably during a local period of cold. 

On the Atlantic side of the Mississippi basin, erratics were 
dropped in certain meridians, as far south as the 87 th degree of lati- 
tude, when the way was open over the great lake region then submerged 
to the polar sea, just as they are being now on the American side of the 
Atlantic, neai*er to the tropic than they were at that era. 

Ice-polished and striated boulders, floated from afar in distant ages, 
may lie buried under the soil of the Californian plains, but none have been 
discovered by American observers. I could see no foreign stones or ancient 
ice-marks on the slopes of Calaveras or Mariposa, above Yoscmitc. 

There is a vast river in the Pacific coming from equatorial regions, 

• entitled to be described in the same expressive language with which Maury 
introduces his readers to the consideration of the Gulf Stream. It sweeps 
near the coast of Japan past Yokohama, leaving the shores of Yesso further 
ojfif than it does those of Nipon, and has flowed in the same course, temper- 
ing its climate and causing hurricanes in its seas, we may conclude from 
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remotest times, for there are no signs of glaciation in Japan proper. 

Although Fusi-Yama (which, according to Japanese tradition, grew in a 
few days under the eyes of men, as loruUo did), reared its imposing cone on 
the sea-board plain, that recently elevated region is but a narrow strip 
along the shore, and ice-marks ought to be seen on the flanks of its main 
chain of ancient hills, if the glacial epoch prevailed over the whole of the 
uortliem hemisphere simultaneously. But an intelligent traveller who 
has lately ridden over the interior of the island from north to south 
informed me that there were none visible on their eastern side ; and the 
talented autlior of “ Frost and Fire*' — Mr, Campbell — has sought there also 
in vain for any testimony of the rocks to the continued reign of the first, 
whose signs are so familiar to him. 

A deflection of the Pacific or Japan stream which flows on past the Kurile 
Islands, curving round by the Aleutian chain to the coasts of Oregon, 
causing a rainfall there nearly equal to that of Darjeeling in the Himalayas, 
would bring ice over the terraced gardens on the slopes of the ** Matchless 
Mountain,” and over the whole of Yesso; opposite the northern shores of 
which for many miles off the land, the sea is frozen every winter, in the 
latitude of Naples, in consequence of their being swept by that current 
which, escaping through narrow portals, flows round into the Yellow Sea, 
chilling the coasts of China. The British colony of Vancouver and 
Washington Territory, instead of being enveloped in fogs, would be reduced 
to the condition in which Britain itself was when no Gulf Stream came 
near its shores, and to which Greenland has been brought in recent times. 

There not very long ago the oak grow, and animals throve where ice- 
streams now flow, and there was a time still more remote when the magnolia 
blossomed and the vine clung to giant sequoias in its forests ; and there may 
bo another not so very far distant when the magnetic current (which may 
be the cause that produces this intense cold) may vary its dhection and go 
further east again, and the eastern branch of the Gulf Stream may flow 
inside of Iceland ; there Norway and Scandinavia will again have their age 
of ice, whilst the “ lost land ” may once more merit its now inappropriate 
name and be covered with gi'cen woods. It may be when the present 
Arctic Expedition returns, evidences will be produced of semi-tropical vege- 
tation having flourished in still higher latitudes again at later geological 
eras than when the carboniferous vegetation prepared the material for the 
coal of high northern regions. Such a discovery as that the Pole itself is 
now situated in the centre of a laud, in former ages covered with umbrageous 
forests, would clash violently with existing theories. ^ ^ ^ 

Every process of evolution may, of course, be more readily conceived to 
be possible by assigning unlimited time for its performance. But if the 
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elaboration of new species, by the aimless action of Natural Selection/* 
necessitates the granting of thirty times the number of millions of years 
physical considerations render it possible to allow, as Dr. Tait states the 
question, the difficulty of the position will not bo lessened by Herr Haeckel’s 
bold assertion, that “ wo have not a single rational ground for conceiving 
the time requisite to be limited in any way.” 

This writer, although he deems very slow progress to have been the 
rule, leaves liis readers to believe in the possibility of exceptions to it. 
Notwithstanding the small advances made during the recent period in any 
line of life (how the oats, the dogs, and the pigeons of the days of the 
earliest Pharoahs remain represented but by pure cats and dogs and 
pigeons still, not one attempt at passing beyond the limit of its class 
having been made by any of these creatures, whoso development has 
received such attention and studied assistance from man), tliey are not to be 
daunted by the proposition that in now centres of creation, such as New 
Zealand, the derivative process was by some means marvellously hastened 
in its accomplishment. 

Bocurring periods of heat and cold extending simultaneously over the 
greater part of the world, may be convenient agents to call into requisition 
for the purpose of explaining the disaj^pearanco of many forms of organic 
life. The vanishing of otliers for a time, and their return to the same 
localities, displacing very different ones that in the interim had flourished 
there, is, no doubt, due to such cause. But liad these cycles been repeated 
more frequently than even according to the views of Mr. CroU they have 
been — views much more within our grasp than the consideration of pro- 
cesses requiring ceons paralyzing to the inmds of most men who attempt to 
dwell upon them — they would not account for many of the events wliich we 
know have taken iflace in the history of animal life. 

Ten thousand or twenty thousand years may be deemed by evolutionists 
generally, periods altogether too short for the accomplishment of any of the 
processes of divergence and development necessary to the establishment of 
species, for which millions have been asked; but much could be done 
during such a vast lapse of years in the way of perfecting various families 
and the extinction of others. The recurring periods of the reign of frost 
over particular areas in alternate hemispheres, which have evidently taken 
place, would cause no violent changes, advancing as they must have done 
with slow enough steps to afford ample opportunity for the migration of 
existing forms of life to suitable situations, so long as any such remained 
for them to migrate to, which during this Glacial Epoch of Professor 
Ha^kel were certainly reduced to a minimum. 

There was no ice-sheet enveloping their ancient haunts, which destroyed 
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the Diprotodou, the Zygomaturus, and Nototherium, iu the marshy savan- 
nahs of Australia, but as these became drained in the course of the gradual 
elevation of the land and converted into arid plains, swept by sirocco-like 
winds, the succulent vegetation upon which they lived failed, we may 
presume, and remaining represented by related animals of comparatively 
pigmy size, they disappeared utterly as the Megatherium, the Megalonyx, 
and Mylodon of South America, which likewise leaving small analogues 
behind, passed from the face of the earth under the influence of some such 
cause, or destroyed by the irresistible attacks of internal parasites, (as wo 
see hosts of domestic animals now throughout extensive districts of 
Australia, unable to resist the enemies which had proved less dangerous to 
the indigenous marsupials, from whom they wore derived), or of swarms of 
pestiferous insects, such as the tsetse fly of Africa, or the calf- and foal- 
murdering one of Patagonia.* 

It will not be proposed that any change of temperature destroyed the 
aboriginal horse of North and South America. Herds of these animals 
roamed in comparatively recent times from the cold north to the Patagonian 
plains, and their contemporaries flourish there still. Whatever was the 
cause of their extinction, it had ceased to act when the Spaniards conquered 
Mexico, for the now equine race introduced by them has multiplied 
rapidly, and continues to flourish equally v^oll in a feral as in a domestic 
state. When the plague or the cholera take their tons of thousands of men, 
the lower animals remain generally unscathed, and vice-msu. 

The parasitical worms which are so fatal to the flocks of tho Australian 
sheep-farmer abound in tho kangaroo and wallabi, and the former, if left to 
themselves, would ore long become extinct, destroyed in some districts by 
the parasites, in others starved out by the increasing hordes of hardy 
marsupials. The increase of this inferior order of animals as it stands in 
the derivative pedigree has been immense since tho balance was destroyed 
by the extinction of the dingo, and since the aboriginal men have so much 
decreased in niimhers. Thirty tliousand kangaroos of large and smaller 
tribes have lately been killed on a single settler’s rim without making any 
observable diminution in their strength, and until some epidemic arises 
amongst them, their singularly rapid increase will tax the efforts of the 
white man to check in these thinly peoxded regions. If these marsupials are 
so inferior a grade of animals, they are at all events admirably adapted for 
the situation they now occupy ; so x^eculiarly well adapted to it that after 

* An interesting circumstance of this kind is now being observed over large districts 
in tlio interior of New South Wales, which, if it continued, would load in time to the 
disappearauce of white cattle and white-legged or piebald horses in the herds, such being 
attacked by a disease caused by a black Ajihis covering the pastures, producing fatal 
effects upon all young animals, and even many grown ones, whilst those whose ooats are 
of dark colours do not suffer at all. 
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the enormous length of time they have occupied it, not the slightest attempt 
of divergence is manifested, and apparently as during the untold ages of 
the secondary era, they are destined to remain in statu quO, so long as the 
present circumstances obtain. It seems as unsafe to hazard any theory 
upon their inferiority and adaptability to vary as upon beauty being due 
to sexual selection, seeing that the most perfect beauty is possessed by 
certain organic forms which have no organs of perception at all. 

The disastrous effects of the ravages of insects in the vegetable world 
are familiar, and the power of the canker-worm and the palmer- worm to 
change the character and climate of extensive regions is not a modem 
discovery. Forests of mighty trees that have withstood the battle and the 
breeze of centiudes, whoso hardihood and tenacity of life is great enough to 
enable them to survive the scorching and charring of their trunks by the 
fires that sweep again and again through the jungles, quickly succumb 
under the repeated attacks of myriads of seemingly despicable foes. In 
consequence of the extraordinary increase of a species of moth, innumer- 
able armies of caterpillars for one or two consecutive seasons devoured the 
leaves of the rod gum-trees in the grand forests of Gippsland, amongst 
the finest in Now Holland, and now the weird skeletons of these, the 
loftiest trees, some of them, in the world, mar the landscape. For 
another half century or more, they will remain ns memorials of what was 
once the condition of the shadeless plaijis, the extent of whicJi men are 
ruthlessly increasing daily, over which the winds coming off the sea, that 
heretofore liad kept this an Australian Eden, w^ill cease to part with their 
refreshing showers, as they once did over the “ rain-bringing ” trees, and 
will carry their burthen on to the cool mountain slopes. 

The upheaval of the central region of Australia has been alluded to. 
The process goes on, and what is taking place in New Holland, Now Zea- 
land, South America, and doubtless in Antarctic regions may be perhaps 
taken as evidence of the balance of weight becoming in favour of the 
northern polar ones ; those who adopt this theory will deem it strength- 
ened if instead of an open polar sea, it is found that they arc covei'ed with 
ever growing mountains of ice. 

The violence of the volcanic action in the far south is felt in the con- 
vulsive throes that disturb distant places, and which cause ever and anon a 
more rapid flow of the great covering of ice, sending off vaster streams of 
bergs than during periods of rest. The earthquake waves which notified 
the disturbance in 1868, were certainly followed by such a fleet. 

It may be said that a considerable portion of Scandinavia is also rising; 
this may be a local consequonoe of the subsidence of a parallel bolt of 
the adjacent ocean bottom, a meridional folding of the crust of the earth, as 
Mr, Campbell suggests. 
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Ere many centuries have passed away it may be that the remnants 
of the ancient shallow sea, marked on the map of Australia as Lake 
Torrens, Lake ifiyre, Lake Gardiner, etc. — which, with their margins of 
black, fetid mud, supporting scattered tufts of salsolaceous plants, resemble 
the salt lakes of Siberia and Patagonia, regions which wore also in recent 
times raised from beneath the sea — will be silted up and then drained, the 
climate will be still drier and subject to greater extremes of diurnal tempera- 
ture, remarkable as there are now in the interior as far as 18° 8. latitude. 
The Barcoo or Thomson river will cut a canal-like channel through the 
sandhills to tlie head of Spencer’s Gulf as the Darling has done further 
east. The surplus waters, after the periodical deluges of rain in the tropical 
country from which they flow, spread out over vast areas of the central 
depression, and already during very high floods find an outlet from Lake 
Torrens at Port Augusta, where the land is estimated to have risen seven 
feet since the first survey of that harbour was made. 

The change in this region from a mediterranean sea to arid plains 
(where, notwithstanding the 10° difference in temperature between 
places in the southern and those in corresponding latitudes in the northern 
hemisphere gouorally, the heat from various causes is much greater than 
in the African deserts in similar parallels) must have exercised a most 
potent influence upon the climate of New Zealand and the adjacent oceanic 
regions, as it does to a considerable extent to-day, when alternate cycles 
of wet and dry seasons prevail over those great levels, now torrid deserts, 
and at other times in great part covered with water ; an influence not very 
greatly inferior to that which the drying of the Saliara must have produced 
upon the climate of Europe, and the dimensions of the Alpine glaciers. 
When that desert region which now, “ like an immense furnace,’* distributes 
its heat around over distant lands, was covered by the sea, and a largo 
portion of Europe was likewise submerged, over which came berg-laden 
arctic currents,- it may well bo conceived that the higher elevation of 
its central chain of mountains, estimated by Professor Ramsay to have been 
from two to tliree thousand feet at the time their glaciers attained such 
colossal demensions, was sufficient to produce all the phenomena attributed 
to a general ago of ico, which may come to bo proved to a great extent, 
should the project of letting the sea into the great depression of the African 
Desert be carried out. 

There may be grounds for supposing an ice-sheet of vast extent 
to have covered groat portion of Northern Europe, Asia, and America, 
at or about the same ora, but evidence of its having been universal 
is wanting even in the northern hemisphere, and any evidence of an 
approaching similar state of things in the southern is sought for in vain. 
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The “ Glacial Epocli ” ill Now Zealand is asaiimod by Dr. Haast, E.K.8., to 
have boon synclirououa with the alleged period of the general rcigu of frost 
in northern regions, •and we are accustomed to hear of the “ Pleistocene 
Glaciers ” as those which have done the most work in tho laud of the moa. 
But there seem to be very good reasons for x>lacing tho ago of tlieir greiitest 
extension back in pliocene times, about tho time man was learning 
experience in Lemnria. 

When tlio Cordillera stood at an equally higher altitude as that claimed 
by Professor liamsay for tho Swiss Alps, we may bo well satishod with the 
ability of the rain-l)oaring winds coming round in tlioii* sweep back from 
equatorial regions over tlio warm Australian Sea to breed glaciers of magni- 
tude sufficient to do all the work claimed for them — to simpe tho sides of 
the valleys and glens, scoop out the basins of tlie southern lakes, grind out 
the fiords of the west coast, and break nj) and collect tho materials for tlie 
formation of the sub-ali)inc plains, to ho si>rcad out there by the lorrenti.tl 
rivers in after times, which, as the land has gradually risen again after 
partial siihiuergonco since, have loft tho remarkable terraces, whose symme- 
trical lines i)rodiico such a striking feature in tho landscajxj — of magnitude 
sufficient to carry off masses of rock 20,000 tons in weight, if required, 
and deposit thorn as blocs perches below, with as much ease as those masses 
of Mont Blanc granite were borne along and left on tlie sides of ihe lUiono 
valley. Which operation i)robal)Jy tlioy did but the memorials 

being of less durable material, have disappeared under tho gradual wear 
and tear of ages, or lie buried under the accumulations of gravel and sand 
on the jdains, or beneath the sea. 

In both of these mountain systems, as iu tho Himalaya, changes in tho 
dimensions of their ice-streams, and debacles caused by the bursting of 
glacier dams, from time to time occur, on an insignificant scale it is true, 
when com 2 )ared with what we may well believe went on in the days of their 
greatest grandeur, from local causes apparently, but which causes owe their 
origin to events going on in far distant regions. It is convenient sometimes 
to compare small things with great, and the oxieratioiis proceeding quietly 
now, enable a judgment to be formed as to how the same causes, working 
with more activity, might readily be able to roxicat the xiheiiomena that 
engage so miuh attention. 

The glaciers in the Swiss Alps, which had been retreating for thirty 
years, are advancing again at x>i’esent, those descending from the heights of 
Monte Bosa arc tearing up the green fields and overwhelming the gardens 
and homes of tho peasantry, and, as tho alternate advance and retreat of 
those of Mount Cook and adjacent mountains, present an evidence of the 
effect of ocean currents upon regions apparently far removed from their 
influenoo, b 
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For somo years previous to 1872, the antarctic stream came loaded with 
huge islands of ice, to an extent not witnessed l)y mariners since the route 
round Capo Horn bocamo so frequoiitod a highway as^ it has boon since tlie 
gold discoveries. 

Navigation in those seas was for a time so extremely perilous that 
insurance companies became alarmed, and many shipmasters sent their 
vessels to struggle back against the westerly winds by the Cape of Good 
Hope. Another great separation of bergs from their parent glaciers, an 
occurrence which has no doubt gone on inlermittontly in all ages, happened 
in 1829, as related by Sir Charles Lyell. Then, as in these late years, 
many bergs retained the dimensions of islands wlien they had reached the 
longitude of the Cape of Good Hope ; some had nearly circumnavigated 
the globe before they foundered in Australian seas, and one was still many 
miles ill length when seen oil* Cape Leuwin. An excellent opportunity was 
alibrd(Hl for the conveyance of seeds of the same plants if any are pro- 
duced or remain possessed of vitality in the soil of the lands from which 
they came, to different jdaccs in their route, § possibility dwelt upon by 
Mr. Darwin, in alluding to the sprinkling of the same flora in far distant 
regi(uis ; it seems probable iliat had (ho climate been suitable, plants now 
unknown there miglit have by this means been brought far up into 
Australia when tlio land was lower, as there is evidence of bergs liaving 
been drifted upin former times high into Spencer’s Gulf, on the slioresof which 
largo boulders of foreign rocks have been loft by them, ddiere arc no data as 
yet upon which to found a theory as to the periodicity of these occiirrences, 
which might connect the action of the main-spring which sots the machinery 
in motion, with any of the many causes, magnetic, sidereal, etc., which have 
been proposed as infiueucing alternating cycles of dry and W'ct seasons — 
such as the return of Biela’s comet every six and a half years — the time of 
the solar sjiots every eleven — the twelve-year cycle supposed to have to do 
with tlie long one of the revolution of the planet Jupiter, etc., etc. How- 
ever tliis may be, there is every reason ft)r believing that when polar winds 
are more than usually chilled over certain oceanic areas, they will blow 
with more force, and mingling with other aerial currents nearer to the ♦ 
tropics than in ordinary seasons, condense tlieir moisture. 

Australian climates would bo the principal ones affected by such a 
cause, so wc find that after the great ice-stream alluded to, the following 
years were wet ones in the thou occupied i^art of New South Wales. 
Again, in 18G9, commenced a cycle of splendid seasons for the farmers all 
over the Australias, dry })huns wero converted into lakes, and steamers 
af'ccnded the tributaries of tlie Murray more than 1,500 miles. The 
consequences of the ice-streara were also felt in Now Zealand, lx\ 
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1869 the writer visited the great Tasmau Glacier on the eastern flank of 
Mount Cook, whicli then, as the Cashmere head of the Indus is represented 
to do, issued from under the terminal foot of the glacier in one grand 
foaming fountain, boiling uj) to a height of 60 to 80 feet, “ coming from 
under an ai’ch, lofty, gloomy and Avernus-liko, a large ready-formed river, 
whose colour was that of the soil collected at its source, rolling along 
immense masses of ice, and whirling them against the rocks with the noise of 
distant cannon.” Some years previously, wlien the ice had retreated nearly 
half a mile, the river issued in two streams from under the lateral moraine 
on either side of the glacier. A local glacial period was commencing, the 
operations of which became suspended since the amount of ice borne off by 
the antarctic current diminished again to its normal quantity, as it has 
done lately, and dry seasons have returned in Australia threatening ruin to 
the farmers and graziers. 

The more the subject is considered, and the effects observed of such 
agencies, the less necessary does it appear to call in the aid of extraordinary 
ones of which no traces are visible. 

Had there been a general ice-sheet covering New Zealand, its ancient 
littoral marine fauna which still exist, its raoas, and other apterous birds 
must all have perished, and wlionce came again those forms of life from 
which they were developed ’/ It is scarcely to be conceived that this far 
island of the sea, situated in the latitude it is, w^ould be proposed to have 
been included in the narrow zone amidst universal ice, the crowded Alsaiia 
wiiere ape-like men contended witli mon-like apes and divers other creatures 
with their respective congeners, in the dire struggle for existence that took 
place within its limited precincts, when the w^eakest, the least able to 
consider and provide against the exigencies of the situation, perished. 

It is not enough to liave events so stupendous, and others still more 
startling, declared to liave taken place at distances of time so enormous 
that the consideration of them leaves hut an indefinite impression upon the 
mind, merely stated as facts, and related with an air of acknowledged 
authenticity, as the stories of the reign of Henry VIII., by Mr. Fronde. 

Instead of engaging the attention of enquirers or allaying their scruples, 
such facetious proposals are scarcely even calculated to afford as much 
amusement as the extension of Mr. Darwin’s paradox, in tlie allusion to the 
correlation of old maids, mice, and roast beef. 

In his anxiety to prove the non-miraculous origin of the universe and 
all things therein, Professor Hai*ckel assumes a tone of contemptuouB pity 
towards those persons who refuse to i>rofess their absolute faiUi in the 
irrational dogma that the primordial forms were endowed with life and tlie 
power of propagation of tlieir own instance. Considering tliat “ what wo 
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call spirit disappears with the dissolution of the individual material com- 
bination,” as another of the teachers who have risen up amongst us puts it, 
content to believe himself a mere accidental aggregation of particles of 
carbonic acid, water, and ammonia, j)ossessing nothing the lowest animal 
does not share, having no future its j)rogt ny may not attain to, he treats 
with scorn those wdio attribute the wonders of creation to “ the much talked- 
of purpose in nature^'" to their having been, as he expresses it, “ invented and 
constructed for his amusement Inj an imfcnious Creator^ whereas they have “ in 
real it If arisen from the aimless actum of natural selection.'* 

Whilst propounding his views about the narrow zone to which those 
creatures wise enough to object to being frozen withdrew, he appears to have 
forgotten the postulate with wliich he commenced ; to have lost siglit of 
the fact tliat this aimless action of natural selection must bo deemed a 
raytli, tliat the tnIioIo theory of descent, as Mr. Darwin himself says, 
must fall to the ground, if one fatal case proved of a niimhcr of 
species having suddenly started into life all at once. 

If ever any theory demanded in its fullest import tlie acceptance of that 
old canon in natural history, quoted by his great master, “ yatuni non facit 
saltum f that of the gradual progress of organic life requires it to bo 
acknowledged as its most inexorable law — a law as immutable as that which 
produces the unchanging forms assumed by certain substances in the 
process of crystallization. 

When the problem comes to be considered how life began again in 
isolated oceanic regions, such as blew Zealand, wlien this terrible annus 
mirabilis liad passed by, and the ice liad rctroatoil from the sequestered 
shores ; those who believe in the preliminaries, in the universal ice-cap, in 
the scheme of the evolution of species, so ably, so seductively some may 
prefer to SJiy, lu’oposed by Afr. Darwin in his attractive pages, and so con- 
fidently asserted by his adventurous disciples, who respect no limits recog- 
nized by their master, find tliemselves face to face with a difficulty of which 
no explanation is vouchsafed. 

It was difficult enougli to imagine any solution tliat seemed to afford an 
escape from the dilemma those were jdaced in who accepted Dr. Haast's 
ideas regarding tlie pleistocene glaciation of New Zealand. He docs not 
appear however to assume tliat the ice-slieet lie would draw over these 
islands was universal over the soutliern hemisphere, and may consider 
that there were regions near where life was not extinguished, and from 
which their lacertian progenitors might have made their way and founded 
the families of tlie apterous birds — if such bo their descent — witliout com- 
mencing de novo the whole process of evolution from some simple ancestor. 

Accepting even the proposition of the spontaneous generation of ihe 
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primordial form, whenever required — granting the possibility of the coming 
into existence of a body containing an inner principle of life, some 
mysterious force — that Mr. Bastian’s experiments but prove that every 
atom of what chemists deem dead matter, is pregnant with the power of 
self-development, merely held in a state of utmost tension, from which it 
is ready to spring forward into life, when chance is given — discharging from 
their minds any such “emotional sensation” as the process being in 
obedience to a creative power — the believers in this place of refuge amidst 
the ice have to solve the problem how it came to pass that the progeny of 
the primordial form went through all tlie stages, which required thousands 
of millions of years, according to liis own teaching, to accomplish before, 
so successfully in the now centre of creation, New Zealand. 

How the gigantic bii-ds were quiclcly elaborated from their reptilian 
progenitors, and these from theirs during the brief space of the post-glacial 
age. If time is necessary for any important process of evolution, it must 
have been for this sup 2 )oscd wonderful transformation of the cold-blooded, 
solid-boned, scale-covered lizard, into the hot-hloodcd, hollow-boned, 
feathered birds, and the latter have certainly flourished in high perfection 
in New Zealand it will he admitted from most remote times. 

We know from the history of Australia, during late geological ages, 
that the ancestors of the moas could not have migrated from thence. The 
connection between New Zealand and the north-east of Ne^w Holland, New 
Guinea, Celebes, the Am Islands, and other small marsupial strongliolds, 
portions once of the ancient bird inhabited Pacitic Continent, was severed 
in a far distant era, when the marsupial lijie of life liad not perhaps 
advanced beyond the assumed stage of its batrachian infancy. 

In that old land of Oceanica, or Apteryxia wc may designate it, the 
lizard race had already far risen in the scale of being, and if the pedigree 
be true, some tribes of their feathei’ed descendants had colonized its north- 
eastern regions, where their representatives remain to this day ; one family 
especially having lield its ground well. The emu was not to disappear 
before the new marsupials any more than its analogue in South America, 
whicli probably tells us of a more ancioiit story still in the history of land and 
sea ; the cassowary also has remained in tropical Australia, although the 
nearer ally of the Dinornisy its rival in size, whose remains have been dis- 
covered by tlie Bev. Mr. Clarke, F.R.S., had not been able to continue its race. 
On the mountain tops of the submerged continent, representatives of its 
most ancient denizens also survive. New Britain, New Ireland, and Ceram 
have their cassowaries as well as New Holland and Ncav Guinea, and the 
great southern peninsula was in complete possession of the grandest speci- 
mens of the ornithic race for long ages after its scpai’ation by a wide sea 
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from the nearest portion of the ancient land, as Madagascar remained, no 
doubt, also for long ages, the happy homo of the JEpyorrm after Lemuria 
went down. 

But if ignoring these considerations which seem to make the history of 
New Zealand certain, as that of the other large insular countries mentioned, 
and all the many old islands of the sea, to whose venerable story Mr. Wallace 
says, fearlessly, their inhabitants give us the key; if disregarding the 
absence of all evidence of its over having been covered with an ice-cap, and 
that there is no possible reason for alleging it to bo a logical conclusion 
tliat it must have been so covered, the glacial enthusiasts will risk their 
belief in all things else, so long as they can picture to their minds this 
island in tlio sea of ice, whore all was war and carnage ; if, instead of tlie 
moas being the long descended representatives of a royal race of birds, 
come from one of the most ancient aboriginal families upon earth, they 
deem them mere creatures of yesterday, modern adventurers, it is clear that 
they must bo prepared to admit that their advancement must have been 
most improperly rapid. 

Their lacortiJian forefathers, and theirs before them, must have been 
addicted to saltatory practices more daring than those of our promt American 
cousin, that strange Mexican batracliian the irrepressible axolotl; and 
have set at defiance the old established laws of slow progressive develop- 
ment follow'ed in all other epochs, as laid down cmpliatically in the Theory 
of Descent, eudaiigcring the foundations of that edifice, so far as im- 
measurable time is requisite for the safety of its construction. 

Their advance in life must have been far more precipitate than that 
made by the inhabitants of the Oallapagos, where the frogs or allied 
hatrachian patriarchs have no nobler descendants than the lizard and 
the tortoise, and yet these families can probably trace their descent from 
ancestors of fair standing in the world, when they first landed on the 
scarce cooled lavas. Gay sea-going lacertians, and slumbering chelonians 
on some floating log may have reached their shores, and from their eggs 
came the few four-footed creatures domiciled in these islands, amongst 
them the little altered descendant of one of fliem, nearly the last of its 
race, tlie only marine lizard now known. The ocean depths may how- 
ever bp tenanted still by forms of life we little imagine. Or, notwithstand- 
ing the antipathy the hatrachian race evince to being cooped up in isolated 
regions, the Gallapagos population may have a more ancient local pedigree, 
and be descended from the survivors of a shower of young frogs. The 
distance is not too great to suppose the possibility of their having been 
caught up in some strong revolving storm from an American pool and 
carried thus far ; it is not long since a number of tlicsc creatures were 
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landed in excellent health and spirits on the deck of a vessel in the Pacific, 
half that distance from the Australian coast. 

If such a fortunate chance occurred, wliich, however, is scarce possible, 
and gave a somewhat fairer start to tlie liigher forms of life in Now Zealand, 
their offspring have devoured the race of their ancestors, as until very 
recently frogs were unknown tlxere ; now introduced from Australia in some 
localities they croak from every pond their appreciation of its swamps, safe 
from destroying snakes. Touching these same frogs, it appears to have 
been a want of judgment in their various descendants, a blunder justifying 
the term of “ the aimless action of natural selection,” not to have gone on 
improving and perfecting the attributes possessed by them. None of their 
progeny being able to jump about and avoid obstacles in their patli after 
the connection between the brain and limbs has been severed, one would 
hnagiiio that the course of progressive development should have improved, 
instead of arresting the advantageous capacity enjoyed by some of their 
analogues and remote progenitors of producii^g new limbs, and even 
heads, when accident removes the original ones. 

On the whole most x^orsons will prefer to consider tlio moas the long 
descended aboriginal inhabitants of this land where they have reigned lords 
amongst wingless birds from the far distant era when it formed a portion of 
a great continent, which oji tho score of antifiiiity has equal right to be 
delineated on tho map of the old woVld as Lemuria. 

All that is now land has been sea, and tho seas land, not once, but pro- 
l)ably over, and over, and over again, and as a continuity of the various 
dry portions of tluj glolxj has at one time or another existed (excepting, of 
course, new lauds like the Gallax>agos and other volcano-born isles), the 
ancient connection cxi)lains how it came to i^ass that wingless birds 
descended from the same original created type arc found in South America, 
in Africa, and in all these islands of the soa. 

It seems easier to believe in tho tertiary men, who might if they 
desired, have gone to war mounted on Anchitheriums (for we may be per- 
mitted to take for granted that there may have been a family of these 
creatures largo enough to carry their short-legged, ax)e-likc riders), who 
were there to witness, we are told, the coming upon tho stage of the 
elcx^hantino races, and all the many quaint-looking giant creatures, long 
passed away, than to imagine that their descendants could have been pre- 
sent at tho birth of tho first taniwha-descended, post-glacial moa. 

Certainly the supporters of this idea may suggest that some of the 
tertiary men devoted themselves during tlie long jdioceno ages (which, when 
it suits his argument, are reduced to moderate periods by Professor Hai‘ckel), 
to tho breeding of birds without wings, and achieved in tho pursuit success 
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equal to that of Mr, Bakewell and Mr. Booth in increasing the size and 
modifying the forms of thoir herds ; and that their remote descendants, not 
having lost the art, commenced a moa farm in this island of the Pacific, 
haying brought with them a basket of eggs from Hawaiiki or Lemuria, 


Abt. II, — On MilVs Fourth Fundamental Theorem respeciiufj Capital, 

By John Caruuthebs, M. Inst. C.E. 

[Read before the Wellington Philoeophieal Society^ 12th January^ 1878.] 

In John Stuart Mill’s “ Principles of Political Economy " wealth is defined 
to be ** all useful or ayreeabU thinys which possess exchanyeahle value;'* capital 
is defined to be “ <i stork ^u'cvinusly accumulated of the products of former 
labour." (Preliminaiy Bemarks, p. 6, People’s Edition, 1869.) 

These definitions are almost tlie same, as scarcely anything possesses 
exchangeable value except the products of former labour. 

Natural productions which can bo and have boon appropriated, are 
useful and have cxcliaugeable value ; th(?y arc, therefore, by the definition, 
wealth ; but as they are not the product of former labour they are not 
capital. The natural grasses on the Canterbury plains, for instance, are 
wealtli but not capital ; artificial grasses in the same field are both wealth 
and capital. 

Monopolies are also wealth but not capital ; they are useful to the 
owner, and ai’e exchangeable for commodities, but are not the product of 
former labour. 

With these two exceptions, everything defined by the one word is also 
defined by the other ; that is, capital is an accumulated stock of the 
products of former labour, and wealth is the same thing with monopolies 
added ; for the sole right to the use of land or of any other free gift of 
nature, is only a monopoly. 

When thus stated the necessity of a radical change in the definition of 
one or both words becomes apparent. 

I propose to define wealth to bo “ everything in the world which is 
useful or agreeable to man and capital to bo the ownership of that 
wealth.” 

This definition of capital would require some limitation in order to bring 
it more nearly into accordance with the usual meaning of the word, but 
for my present purpose it is not necessary to be more minute, more 
especially as by doing so my paper would reach to an unwieldy length. 
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Health, strength, oduoation, mechanical skill, and all other useful 
personal gifts and acquirements are wealth, and every free man is a eaxn- 
talist to the extent of owning his own personal powers of body and mind. 
The health, strength, skill and intelligence of a slave are, however, as far as 
they are transferable, part of his master’s capital. 

The sun’s warmth and light, ah*, rain, laud, and all other useful natural 
agents are wealth. Where they cannot bo appropriated by any individual, 
the ownersliip is common to all, and all are capitalists ; whore they have 
been appropriated, as in the case of land, tlie owner becomes the sole 
capitalist as regards them. 

The wealth of the world consists of natural agents which we receive 
unconditionally ; of our j^ersonal mental and bodily acquirements ; and of 
wealth which has been produced by the labour of man to eke out the sup^dy 
that nature has unconditionally given, and which is not sufficient for our 
subsistence. This last we may call “ commodities.” 

The stock of commodities in the world is perpetually being consumed 
and replaced by others produced by the unceasing labour of man. It is 
like the sea, from which the sun is x)erx)etually taking away, but to which 
all that is taken away is returned by the rivers after it Ifas passed over 
and fertilised the land. But for this circle of evaporation and rainfall, 
the eaiih would bo a sterile waste ; but for the circle of cc iisumption 
and production, man would be reduced to a state no better tlian thatef 
the brutes. 

Our stock of commodities would not keep us alive more than two or 
throe years at the furthest, and if labour ceased, that short time would see 
the almost total extinction of civilised man. “ The accumulated wealth of 
centuries ” is a thing of imagination. All the commodities in the world, 
which wore not produced by tlie present generation, would not, oven if 
converted by miracle into bread, at their exchange value as compared with 
that of bread, give us a single good meal. Accumulated capital there may 
bo ; that is, some families may increase, in every generation, tlieir owner- 
ship of the wealth produced by others, but this can only be done to a small 
extent ; the capital of all the banks in England represents but a very 
small part of the wealth which the labour of Englishmen produces every 
year. 

It is not important to any individual in what fonn his capital may bo. 
Ho may hold cash, or land, or he may have a stock of commodities in his 
store which would be of no use to himself, if ho could not exchange tliem ; 
but, by the help of trade, his capital will give him whatever form of 
exchangeable wealth he may wish. Practically, he is not the owner of any 
particular commodity but of a share, proportioned to his capital, of all the 
commodities of the world. o 
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Commodities tvliich are removed from the circle of coDSumption and 
reproduction practically cease to be wealth, and their owner to be a capi- 
talist. A steam-en;[,drio which is not at work might as well be in tlic moon 
for all the usefulness to man which it possesses, and the owner gets no 
benefit from it. I f instead of a steam-engine, a stock of food and clothing 
is stored up, it is also lost to tlio world ; the selfish owner may live on it 
for years, but w<»on it is consumed lie has no more capital. Had he given 
his stock to workmen, on condition that they should work for him, he would 
have done them good, by famishing them with food, and his stock of wealth 
would have been larger than ever, for labour can, under ordinary conditions, 
produce more than the labourers consume when producing it. Such a man 
is a miser in the truest meaning of the word ; fortunately, no one does 
store up actual wealth in this way ; if hoarded at all, it is always converted 
into capital in the form of gold, and the storing of gold does no injiuy to the 
community. The hoarder loses a revenue which he might have had, but 
whicli ho generously leaves to be divided between all his brother money- 
owners throughout the world. 

The (wtnaf cost ” of a commodity may be said to be the labour whicli 
has been expended in producing it, including a proportionate part of that 
which had been expended in making the tools used in its lu’oduction. If the 
commodity be made in an out-of-tlie-wny place, the extra labour employed in 
conve3ung to the workmen, the food, clothing, and other things tliey con- 
sume, should also he added, the food itself, lunvovcr, and the other things, 
or rather the labour of producing tliem Bbould not bo added, nor the labour 
equal to that necessary to conve>' them to people not living in an out-of-the- 
way place, for they would have been consumed in any case, or if not, it 
would not be because the w^orkmeu w'ero idle, but because they wxto 
not capitalists. 

The proper cost'' of a commodity is tlio actual cost it would take, 
under faii-ly judicious direction, to produce a similar commodity or a 
different one which would ho equall}^ and in the same manner, agreeable or 
useful to man. A chemist may spend great hibour in digging minerals from 
the earth and extracting from them hydi-ogen and oxygen, and in making 
those combine to form w ater. The actual cost ” of tho water thus produced 
would be the labour expended by tho clicmist ; tlie “ proper cost ” would 
bo the labour required to draw a bucket of w^ater from the spring. 

A disregard of this obvious distinction has cost, and is still costing tlie 
world very dearly, in false political economy, and is the root of half the 
poi)ular errors in tho theory of money. 

There are so few commodities of which tho actual and proper cost are 
greatly different that it is forgotten that they can be different. 
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All writers on Political Economy call money wealth. By Mill's defini- 
tion, and also by that which I have suggested, it is so. It is something 
useful, as an implement of commerce, and possesses exchangeable value. 
By my definitions it would also bo called a commodity, but it is a com- 
modity of which the actual cost is great and the proper cost is nothing. 
If the several nations composing the community who use gold and silver 
as a medium of exchange, passed a law that in future these should not 
be money but that certain printed pieces of paper should lake their place, 
and that after the present holders of money had been presented with one of 
those pieces of paper in exchange for each sovereign he possessed, no more 
should bo printed except a small defined number to be printed annually in 
order to cover expected losses and to meet the expected increased dcjinand 
due to increased commerce, we should have a new commodity costing iieoily 
nothing and which would possess all the useful qualities possessed by 
money. 

Metallic money is in fact like the water made by the chemist, a cost’y 
commodity, which is useful in the same manner, and only to the same 
degree, as another commodity wliicli costs nothing. 

It is not more wise to use gold as a medium of exchange, whore paper 
would do as well, and to employ an army of skilful, intolligeiit, and enter- 
prising workmen to dig it out of the ground, than it would he to employ 
the same men in quarrying minerals containing oxygon and hydrogen, and 
then to hire a cliemist to mint them into water for lioiischold iiso, wliilo, at 
the same time, a river was passing the doors, Whetlier wise or not, still 
it is done. Workmen are omxdoyed digging gold ; wlieii a jnan gets a 
nugget, he is entitled, by long established custom, to he rewarded by a tax, 
levied on the whole world, proportioned to the weight of the nugget. He 
has no trouble in levying this tax ; he simxdy takes his nugget to a 
capitalist, who gives him such commodities in exchange for it as the miner 
may choose, and the nugget thenceforward, whether coined into money or 
not, is a token certifying that the bearer has paid directly, or at second or 
later hand a tax duo by the whole community. Like all debts contracted 
by the community for ua])roductivc exx^endituro, this debt is twice paid, or 
rather is still due although it has been already paid. The finding of the 
nugget did not inci’ease tlio total quantity in the world, of tliose commodities 
which the miner took in exchange for it. All that ho got must therefore 
have been taken from some one wlio would otherwise liave got them. The 
consumers of those kinds of commodities, therefore, paid the debt, but 
they paid it to the manufacturer of the commodities, wlio got it in the 
shape of higher prices, instead of to the capitalist who advanced the goods 
to the miner. The latter was not paid, but tlie token he held being a oon- 



Tramactiom. — MiseelUm^us, 


veniont instrument for passing capital from one man to another^ ho has no 
difficulty ia disposing of it and it takes its place as a circulating medium. 

Money is therefore valuable to the owner in the same way as any other 
acknowledgment of indebtedness. As a commodity, its proper cost is 
nothing, but it is a token proving a legal claim to a sliare of tlie wealth of 
others. 

Having now explained the definitions which I believe to represent most 
accurately what wealtli and capital really are, as well as the less important 
ones which it was necessary for the purposes of my paper also to explain, I 
will proceed to my main work, which is to test the arguments employed by 
Mill in the 9th part of chap. V. boolt I. of his “Political Economy,’* by 
substituting these definitions for those employed by him. The greater 
clearness of view which wo got will enable us to detect the fallacies ivhich 
the confusion of his definitions prevented him from seeing. 

His fourth fundamental theorem respecting capital may be shortly 
stated to be, that by purchasing commodities a capitalist is not an 
employer of labour and does no good to the working classes, but that by 
keeping retainers, grooms, gardeners, and others working for him, or by 
giving away his income in alms, he does good to them and tends to raise 
then* rate of wages. 

His illustrations are yery telling and well selected. A man, ho says, 
may spend part of his income in omplo^dng workmen to build houses, dig 
artificial lakes, and lay out pleasure grounds ; or he may spend the same sum 
in buying velvet and laco. If ho has been in the habit of buying velvet and 
then changes his expenditure to hiring bricklayers, there is, at once, addi- 
tional work for bricklayers, and the velvet-makers do not lose their employ- 
ment, for they are employed makuig corduroy and other things for the 
bricklayers, so that the work given to the latter is clear gain to the working 
classes. 

Ho gives several other illustrations, but none, I think, in which the 
fallacy lies so deeply hidden as in the one I have selected. At first sight 
his argument looks unanswerable, but it is really quite erroneous. 

There is in the world a certain store of commodities, part of wliich is 
suitable to tlie wants of the rich, and part to tliose of the poor.^ The 
capitalist may select which of tlieso he will take for his share, but he cannot 
turn velvet into corduroy, nor Chateau Lafitte into gin. The proportions 
of these which have been produced have been decided by men whose 
occupation and interest it is to estimate, as closely as tlicy can, tlie quantity 
of each that will bo rcquii'od, and any sudden upsetting of their calculations 
is pretty certain to do harm. The philanthropic capitalist will find it very 
difficult to do any immediate good to anyone whom he would care to benefit, 
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except at the expense of the very class whose well-being he wishes to 
promote. 

If he does not buy the velvet which was manufactured in the expecta- 
tion that he would buy it, velvet will fall in price, the manufacturer will 
lose money, and the wealthy classes who wear velvet haying more of it to 
divide between them will each get more; that is, they will pocket the 
money the manufacturer lost. 

Not having bought velvet, the capitalist has money to spare, and, in 
accordance with his kind intentions, he lays it out in corduroy and other 
commodities which the working classes use. These he distributes, as a gift, 
to people who, but for his bounty, would have had to go without them. 
Surely he is now doing good 9 He certainly is doing good to those who 
receive these good things, but all tliey get is taken from those who, if ho 
had not interfered, would have got them ; that is, the rest of the working 
classes, for wliose use the commodities were manufactured. Our philanthro- 
pist’s benevolenco has, in fact, been paid for solely and ontii*cly by the 
working classes. The capital he has pai-ted with has gone bodily into the 
pocket of the corduroy manufacturer, who has been made happy by the rise 
in prices created by the unexpected and unprovided for demand. This is 
always tlie result of spasmodic benevolence ; the working man pays for it. 

The half million of money which has just been sent to India, or rather 
the wealth which is represented by it, came entirely from the poorer 
classes. The rich gave money which passed undirainiahed into the pockets 
of the grain merchants. Their alms did not reduce the quantity of bread 
they eat ; they perhaps bought less velvet, thus boncliting those still 
richer, who did not require to retrench even in their consumption of velvet; 
but the real privation was borne by the labouring men, from whose stock 
all the grain was taken which was sent to feed the starving ryots. 

If a rich man wishes to share his wealth, after it has once been 
produced, with the poor, he must give them that which he would otherwise 
have used himself ; he must let them walk in his garden and eat the fruit 
and pluck the flowers ; he must take them drives in his carriage ; give 
them velvet to W’ear which would otlierwise have decked his wife ; share 
his Chateau Lafitte with them, in short he must really bo self-sacrificing ; 
if ho gives them that which was manufactured for the use of others, he is 
only using his wealth so as to compel other people to do good to the objects 
of his compassion. 

A capitalist has no power over the past, but he has over the future. 
Let us see how his endeavours to do good will bo rewarded the second 
year. 

The velvet-maker finding the demand for velvet slack will not pro- 
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dace so much next time, indeed, having lost part of his capital, he has not 
the command of the same quantity of commodities to give his workmen as 
he had before, so he is obliged to dismiss some of them, and would, there- 
fore, not be able to produce so much, even if he wished to. The corduroy 
maker having, however, made money, and finding the demand for his wares 
brisk, employs more men and produces more corduroy. The total employ- 
ment given by the two manufacturers together is therefore the same, and 
no injury to the working class has been produced by the mere transfer of 
capital from one of them to the other, no wealth in short has been lost 
or destroyed. There will be next year more corduroy made and less 
velvet. Our philantlnropist has succeeded in doing good to the working 
classes to this extent ; so long as he continues his bounty it is at his own 
expense and not at that of others. The rich man’s charity, however, 
seldom or never does good ; it generally returns into the pockets of Uie 
rich, and does so in this case, for his bounty is so much saved in poor rates 
to the neighbouring gentry. 

If he tries Mill’s other expedient of employing labour in building houses 
(not, however, for the poor to live in), in digging artificial lakes, and in 
making pleasure gardens, liis success will bo if possible still smaller. The 
self-sacrifice shown in making a personal display of wealth by having a 
fine garden instead of by wearing velvet is not of the kind that does much 
good to anyone. 

We will assunie that after having made liis annual ijurchase of velvet, 
ho resolves that in future he will bo an employer of labour, and, to simplify 
the question, that lie has told the velvet-maker of his intentions, so that 
the latter does not make so much velvet but employs his wealth in some 
other way. Under his old style of proceeding his income would have been 
accumulating until the velvet which he was about to buy was manufactured 
and until the requisite sum had been got together. It would i)robably have 
been placed in the bank as it came in, and the bank would have taken good 
care that it was not left there lying idle. It would have been lent out to 
manufacturers who would have procured with the money the wealth it gave 
them a right to, and this wealth would have been given to workmen in 
exchange for their labour, which would bo devoted to some profitable 
employment in producing new wealth to replace that which they consumed. 
This must now stop, the idiilanthropist wants his money from day to day to 
pay his gardeners, so the manufacturer’s labourers are thrown out of work, 
the manufacturer not having means to pay them. The gardeners, how- 
ever, get the commodities which the manufacturer’s men got before, and so 
on the average no harm is done. There has been a transfer of work from 
manufacturer’s men to gardeners, and the labouring classes neither gain 
nor lose. 
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The wealth which has been produced to replace that oonBumed by 
all the workmen conoornod is also much tlio same as if no change had 
taken x^l^co in our philanthropist’s expenditure. Had no such change 
taken place there would have been employed a certain number of velvet 
makers whose produce would have been quite useless to the working classes. 
There would also have been employed an equal number of manufac- 
turers’ men, whose i)roduce might or might not have boon useful, according 
to thoir employment. 

The change having taken place, there aro employed the same number 
of gardeners, whose produce is nil, also the same number of velvet-makers 
who, having been thrown out of employment, have taken to some otlier 
trade, where their x^roduce, like that of the manufacturer, may or may not 
be useful to workmen. 

The nett results of these endeavours to do good aro — when charity is 
tried, a reduction in the poor rates ; when keeping retainers is tried, a 
slight derangement of trade. 

As to the theorem itself, the illustration of which we have now discussed, 
it is parily a truism, partly an error. 

It will perhaps bo best to examine separately the two sentences* of which 
it is composed, “ llliat supports and employs productive labour is the capital 
expended in setting it to worky and not the demand of purchasers for the produce 
of the labour y when completed,'' In other words, the labourer is supx)orted 
by the food and other things he gets while at work, and this food is part of 
the food at the time in the w^orld. This, of course, is a truism. The 
velvet-weaver is sux)ported by the food he gets, and if he got no food he 
would make no velvet, however strong the demand for velvet might bo. 

“ Demand for vommoditieH is not demand for labour. The demand fur 
commodities determines in ivhat particular branch of production the labour and 
capital shall be employed ; it determines the direction of the labour : but not the 
more or less of the labour itself , or of the maintenanee or paynient of the labour. 
These depend on tJu^ amount of the capital y or other funds directly devoted to the 
sustenance and remuneration of labour," This sentence is very confused. 
The capitalist’s own demand for commodities is the only cause of the 
employment of labour. The demand of others may decide the direction of 
tliat labour. A farmer, for instance, of a backwoods farm in Canada, with 
his stock of potatoes and pork, is a capitalist. He knows that his stock 
will soon be exliausted, and therefore labours to replace it. He consumes 
his present stock, not for the x>^^H^ose of renewing it, but to keep liimself 
alive. His own demand for commodities is tlio solo cause of his labour, 
and it gives also the direction of his labour. He meets the demand by 
growing more potatoes and pork. If ho has neighbours who con produce 

*Fart 9, Chap. Y., Book 1., p. 49, People’s Ed., 1869. 
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these commodities better than he can, he will grow wheat or something else 
for which they have a demand, in the hope of trading with them. His 
produce will then depend for its direction on their demand. All other 
capitalists are influenced by the same motives. They know that tlieir 
stock, however ample, will not last long ; they therefore labour to replace 
it ; if they can, they get others to help them, and, as an inducement, lot 
these others share their present stock. All trade is founded on this simple 
principle. 

Mill, like Ricardo before him, has got confused by giving to the word 
capital, which moans the ownership of wealth, the definition which should 
be given only to wealth. He uses the word sometimes in the usual — some- 
times in the defined sense. 

The velvet-maker has a capital which he employs in making velvet ; 
here “ capital ” means wealth. Ho gives his wealth to the weavers who 
help him to make the velvet, and thus to renew his stock of wealth. Again, 
the velvet-buyer has a capital which he devotes to buying the velvet. Here 
“ capital ” means not wealth, but the ownership of wealth ; a right to a share 
of the wealth produced in the world, which sliare is taken in the form of 
velvet. The velvet-maker does not want velvet for himself ; like the farmer, 
he produces things ho does not want, so as, by trade, to get the things ho 
does want. Ills own demand for commodities lias made him work, and 
his neighbours’ demand for velvet has given the direction to his work. 

There has been only one portion of wealth employed in makuig the 
velvet, tliat of tlie velvet-maker. The wealth of the velvet-buyer has been 
employed about something else. He also has been making something he 
did not want, so that ho could get what he did want, which was velvet. 
Mill’s arguments are founded on the erroneous supposition that there were 
two portions of wealth employed about it. 

If the velvet-buyer put hia money into the bank, as supposed in my 
illustration, it would have been unnecossaiy for the velvet-maker to have 
any capital at all ; lie could have borrowed it from the bank, and tlius the 
velvet-buyer would have supplied almost directly the commodities which 
maintained the velvet- weavers while they were at work. 

It will thus appear that Mill’s fourth theorem is erroneous, and the 
corollaries ho draws from it equally so. If a capitalist spends his wealth 
in employing retainers of any kind, he does no more good to the working 
classes than if ho spent it by exchanging it for velvet or diamonds. 

His own demand for commodities is the only cause that his own stock 
of wealth is employed in feeding and clothing labourers while they are 
engaged in producing new wealth. If he does not himself produce the 
very commodities he wants, it is merely because it is more convenient to 
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himself to produce others and to obtain those ho wants by trade, but it is 
practically his wealth tliat is employed in their production. 

If a benevolent capitalist wishes to benefit the working classes ho can- 
not do so by giving away his wealth in charity ; ho only reduces the poor 
rates and thus benefits his wealthy neighbours. Ho cannot do so by em- 
ploying labour in work, the produce of which is not to bo enjoyed by tho 
working classes thoiusolves. He has but one i^ath open to him, and that is 
to devote his wealth to the production of those commodities which labour- 
ing men generally use, and to give those commodities to workmen, not in 
alms, but in exchange for labour, which is to be employed in pro- 
ducing a still larger stock of tlic same. In other words, he must become a 
manufacturer and must conduct his business so as to make it pay. If ho 
conducts it so as to lose money he is wasting tlio wealth entrusted to him 
and might as well buy velvet at once ; the eiToct on the working classes 
would bo the same. 

If he makes money by his business he. will become still richer and he 
must at last get rid of his wealth in some way. How is he to do it ? 
Wealtli is like the genius which had to be kept constantly employed or it 
would destroy its master. Unless it is constantly and properly employed 
its owner becomes a public enemy, and if it is properly employed it will 
perpetually increase, and make its owner’s responsibility still greater. It is 
almost impossihlo to get rid of wealth without doing harm. One w^ay 
would bo to gradually turn it into gold and to throw tho gold iiato the sea. 
There would be no destruction of wealth more than tliorc would be in 
throwing so many small pieces of paper away, and even less, for tho 
“ proper cost ” of gold as a medium of exchange is absolutely nothing; 
the ownership only of it would bo transferred to all other owners of money 
in tlie world. This would be therefore giving the wealth principally to tho 
rich, and it would, l)y increasing the exchange value of gold, ho an incentive 
to further gold mining, a most wasteful expenditure of labour ; it would also 
increase tho national debt, and is, on tho whole, not to be recommended. 
Another plan would be to gradually invest it in the national debt and pre- 
sent it to the nation. This would benefit rich and poor and is probably 
tho host means ojien to a man who having done his share of labour had 
earned and wished to enjoy tho leisure which an old man should have. 

A younger man possessed of the requisite energy and knowledge could 
do still better. He might by engaging lecturers and by other means suc- 
ceed in impressing on tho working classes tlie vast benefit, oven in a merely 
material way, which education would give to their children, and he might, 
to some extent, pay the expenses of their education ; he might get 
museums, libraries, and other educational institutions established ; forward 

n 
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ficionoe by providing some of the more expensive tools required, and by 
paying scientific men, so that they might dovoto more of their time to 
ecientifio studios. 

Ho can do none of these things, except at the cost of the working 
classes ; all the wealth devoted to the work would be diverted from the 
production of material c<mforts, which, if produced, they would enjoy, and 
no one has a right to make his poorer fellow-citizens pay for anything, 
unless he, after careful consideration aided by the best knowledge open to 
him, is fully convinced that the privation ho compels them to suffer is com- 
pensated by the advantages they will get iu cxcliange. 

It is not too much to say that an expenditure equal to tliat represented 
hv the national debt of England would be well invested, if it could be 
made tlio moans of rousing the working classes of England to insist on 
every one of their cliildren being as well educated as might bo done, with- 
out throwing any unbearable hurihen on the country. 


Art. hi. — Ohservatiom on the Kvidenres of recent Chamjc in the Klevaiion of 
the Waikato THstrict, By James Stew.uit, C.E. 

[Head before the Anchland Institute^ ^th Vccembert 1875.] 

That rivers are ever scooping their beds to lower levels, and eroding their 
banks until now cliaunels arc established, are matters of common obseiTa- 
tion. Considering the immense weight of w’uter in a river like the Waikato, 
its moderately rapid current, ntid its course, in the lower parts, througli 
alluvial fiats composed of materials of the lightest nature, it is nt first sight 
subject for w^ondor that the changes are not more rapid tlian they are. It 
is, liowovcr, true that the lower Waikato cannot now cut its channel very 
much deeper in a practical view, unless the land is raised, relative to soa 
level, because a certain definite gradient has to bo i)rcscrved to carry the 
water off to sea. But if w^e suppose the land to be elevated, suddenly or other- 
wise, a great change would soon bo observed in the condition of the river. 
Falla or rapids would he established at its mouth, which, in more or less 
time, according to the nature of the bed, would reduce the gradient to what 
it was before. During the time this was being effected, the increased 
current w’ould liave formed a new channel, sornctiraea coincident with the 
old one, but often crossing and recrossing it, nntil, wdion the normal level 
and current had again been established, the old river course would bo 
traceable as a aeries of lagoons or narrow winding swamps, elevated above 
the now level of the river, by as much as the land had been raised. 
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If, again, we suppose a bar of harder formation than the rest of the valley 
to have existed and which had dammed the waters back ; to be reduced 
by the current, the same kind of changes would take place in tlie channel 
above, as we have considered would be effected by the raising of the land, 
and the amount by which the dam had been lowered would be traceable 
approximately, in viewing the levels of the old and now channels. 

In the lower and middle- Waikato, the features of the country indicate 
that possibly both these causes have contributed to the changes of the 
position and levels of the river. At Mangatawhiri the river leaves the 
sandy alluvial flats and takes westward through the Tuakaii Gorge to the 
sea. If we view the country upwards from thence, wo can observe some of 
the more salient features of the scene. And we find on passing each 
successive gorge through which the river has, in by-gone ages, cut its way, 
that the banks are higher than they arc below, presenting in the higher 
reaches three, five, and even seven terraces, each indioitive of a level for 
the time being of the river, or lako-liko stream, before these natural dams 
in the gorges were lowered. 

The evidence also tliat at these ancient river levels, the waters found 
other routes to the sea, nearly amounts to demonstration. Bo much for 
the lowering of tlie river through the formation of the land, llegording the 
country having risen, it is, almost equally beyond doubt, that tlie sea once 
washed the bases of the inland hills in the Thames and Waikato valleys. 
In Vol. III. Ai-t. 25, Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” Mr. Kirk gives a list of littoral 
plants, some of which he found established one hundred miles inland of the 
jiresent tidal influence. The natural infcrouco that these jdauts were left in 
the salt marshes, formerly at the base of the now far inland liills, by tlio sea 
which receded as the land arose, supports the opinion expressed by Dr. 
Hochstetter, and points to a comparatively recent elevation of the land. It 
seems clear enough, then, that to both erosion of natural dams, and to an 
elevation of the country, are to be traced the causes of the river now flowhig 
at from ton to more than one hundred feet (speaking well within the mark) 
lower than it has formerly done. These estimations being from the sea to 
the Maungatautari Gorge, to which division the present notes are mainly 
confined. 

The speculative thought to which wo are invited by these considerations 
abounds in interest ; but when we find in the midst of alluvial sands, 
occupying the place where once the ocean rolled, indubitable evidence of the 
previous subsidence of the whole country, we find the subject increased in 
complexity, and leading to fields of vast speculative study, which topo- 
graphers wiU not soon exhaust. The waters of the river have lowered, or 
the land has been raised, or both combined. The extent of this we can 
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see and measure. The land has been submerged, but to what extent we 
cannot tell. The proofs of this subsidence we at present adduce are two. 
The first lies in the ** sunken forest’* of the lower Waikato. This we find 
at a distance of forty-five or fifty miles from the sea, and there are the 
remains of an ancient forest, the trunks of wliose trees are standing as tliey 
grew. The tops of the stumps reach to about mean summer water, and 
stand about two feet above its lowest level. Hard and dangerous the river 
captains find them, and much labour has been expended in cutting and 
mending channels for the navigation. These trees never gi’ow in tlie water. 
They are of kinds well-known to us as tlie general forest trees of tJie pi-esent 
day. The specimen shown is from a “ snag ’* which lately sunk the steamer 
“Waipa.” It is kauri, but nearly all the larger trees now known are 
also to bo found as snags or in positions where their roots are of 
a certainty far below the level of high water in the ocean. And this 
forest may have been on an upland plateau, may have crowned the summit 
of a hill ; nothing can with certainty indicate, but the fact remains that this 
forest Tvas submerged, cut off by fire or decay at the level of the water, and 
buried under about six feet of pumice [sand, througli which the broad river 
now flows. It has at present a tendency to cut into the eastern bank, and 
in so doing continually unearths other stumps in every way alike to those 
now standing in the river. 

The other proof of subsidence now submitted was discovered only a few 
weeks ago in sinking cylinders forming the piers of the Waikato Bridge at 
Ngaruawahia, sixty miles from the sea. The bed of the river there is 
pumice sand and gravel. A stratum of hard sandy clay underlies this, 
dipping to tlie soutli. Below this is a hard and compact bed of shingle and 
coarse green -sand without a ti-aco of pumice. The cylinders were sunk 
into this shingle by the pneumatic system, and reach several feet below 
extreme low water in Auckland Harbour. It was found to be composed of 
fragments of clay-slate rock waterworn, but only to the extent of smoothing 
and well-rounding the corners. On examining Dr. Hochstottcr’s geological 
map, we find in the Waikato Valley above this jdace no indication of such 
rock nearer than the Kaimanawa Kangc south of Taupo. But much more 
adjacent, in the Waipa Valley, Hakarimata Bango, lying parallel to and 
westward of the river, is marked as composed of clay-slates, and it is 
possible that these stones were tom from the ravines of that range and 
deposited in the river-bed, which must then have been far above the sea- 
level. To what depth this shingle deposit extends is not likely to be soon 
known. It was explored only bo far as was necessary to detemino its 
suitability, in nature and position, to carry the bridge. It may have been 
a mountain torrent high up in a continental range. The subsidence may 
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be fifty feet or it may be five hundred. The natiu*e and condition of this 
old river-bed indicates that a strong current and clear water prevailed. 
When the country sank it must have continued until the sea flowed over 
the present Thames and Waikato Valleys, and since whicli time it has 
receded to its present coast by the re-elevation of the countiy. 

At one time, too, the -waters of the middle Waikato rose above the level 
of the so-called delta. Then were deposited these vast bods of pumice, 
gravel and sand, bearing evidence of subsequent disturbing upheaval. The 
present argillaceous ranges were then so many islands, the tops of sub- 
merged mountains or hills. In a ravine which, a few years ago, the waters 
of a shallow swamp in Ngaruawahia worked out of the pumice of tliat town- 
ship, are seen the stumps of trees, fifteen feet below tlie present surface, 
standing on the rich soil in which they grew. Next we trace a level of the 
river intermediate between that lacustrijie era and tlie j^resent, when the 
flats of the delta were left diy, and a new channel, yet clearly traceable, 
carried the waters for a time, and then were formed most probably the 
alluvial clay flats of Taupiri G orge. The ciu-rent was then too rapid for the 
deposit of pumice sand, for we only find it in isolated pockets as if 
deposited by eddies. In the wide -spreading valley below, however, the 
light and all but floating sand was laid over the whole low country, 
covering the sunken forest,” and leaving it much as we find it. Another 
slight rise in the country, and the present aspect of affaii-s was presented — 
the river has out lower through the sands, leaving the swamps of tlie delta 
far above its level, and again exposing to our view the “ forest.” 

Wo have thus attempted to sketch a very shadowy outline of some very 
momentous changes which have occurred in this part of our island. Tlie 
details will yet. wo hope, be filled in by more able hands, guided by scientific 
geological knowledge and research. 


Art. IV. — Addrm, By Professor Julius von Haast, Ph.D., F.E.S., 
President of tlie Philosophical Institute of Canterbury. 

Plato I. 

[Read before the Philosophical Institute of Canterbury, 5th April, 1877. J 
It has hitherto been the custom that your newly-elected president, when 
he takes office, should deliver an address to you, in which either a resume 
of scientific progress during the year is offered to you, or some subject of 
local bearing is treated more fully. In taking the presidential chair, I shall 
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gladly conform to this rule, but first I must thank you most sincerely for 
the honour conferred upon me, and to assure you that I shall endeavour to 
advance, to the best of my abilities, the interests of our Society, which now 
has existed about fifteen years, and at the cradle of which I have stood. It 
was the intention of the Council to have this address delivered at a con- 
versazioney to be held, if possible, in the new Museum buildings, but as the 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of Canterbury College has intimated 
to a deputation of your Council that it was the intention to open shortly 
that building with a similar festival, in which it would be desirable to 
exhibit for the first time a whole series of objects of artistic and scientific 
interest, whicli your Council thought could be made available for our 
anniversary meeting, we have thought it would be better to unite for such 
on occasion our efforts with those of the Board of Governors, so that tlie 
opening ceremony might be of still greater interest. I liave no doubt that 
you will fully agree with this view of yoiu* Council, which was only adopted 
after careful consideration. Instead of passing in review the scientific pro- 
gi-eas dui-ing the last year, as far as the accounts given of it have reached 
New Zealand, I liave thought it more expedient to speak of a few local 
subjects, of which the remarkable rock jiaintings in the Weka Pass Ranges, 
near tlio Waikari, and of which Mr. T. B. Cousins has made a conscientious 
copy for the Canterbury Museum, is, without doubt, of the highest interest. 
I have much pleasure in exhibiting these drawings to-night, as well as 
another, copied by the Rev. James W. Stack, in tlie Opihi Country. 
Description of it will be found in Apx>eudix 2 to my addi’oss. But, before 
domg so, I shall treat of two other topics, to the consideration of which we 
might well devote some of the time at our disposal. 

First, I wish to allude to the intra- Mercurial planet Vulcan, the exist- 
ence of wliich is more than hypothetical, although it would be very desirable 
to have this pj-oved beyond a doubt. You are doubtless aware that the 
great French astronomer, Le Verricr, when occupied with an investigation 
into the theory of the orbit of Mercury, found that a certain error in the 
assumed motion of its perihelion could only be accounted for by supposing 
that the mass of Venus is at least one -tenth greater tlian it was assumed 
from the measurements taken, ot that there exists some unknown planet or 
planets between Mercury and the Sun, by which a disturbing action is 
produced. Le Venier, without offering an opinion upon these hypotheses, 
towards the end of 1859 communicated them to the scientific world. 

Shortly after this statement had boon made, Lescarbault, a French 
physician living at Orgeres, announced that, on March 26th of the same 
year, he had observed the passage across the sun's disc of wliat he thought 
miglit be a now planet, but had not liked to publish tlxis discencry before he 
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was able to offer fui*ther evidence in confirmation. Tins statement appeared 
BO important, that Le Verrier went himself to Orgores, and, after examining 
most carefully the somewhat primitive modes of Lescarbault as to fixing his 
time and of making his calculations, the great Paris astronomer was convinced 
of the correctness and importance of the discovery made, and he calculated, 
from the data given, the approximate elements, of which the follo^ving are 
given in George F. Chambers’, F.B.A.S., “Descriptive Astronomy:” — “The 
inclination of the orbit to the ecliptic, 12® 10'; daily heliocentric motion, 
18® 6' ; distance from sun’s centre, taking the earth’s as unity, 0.148, or 
about 18,000,000 miles ; period, 19d. 17li.” The application of Keidei-’s 
third law, inunely — that the squares of tlie periodic times of the planets are 
proportional to tlie cubes of thoir mean distances, gives a remarkable 
semblance of truth to Lo Verrier’s “Elements.” On March 20th, 1802, 
Lnmmis, in Mancliestcr, observed also what ho thought was a planet 
passing across the sun’s disc, but unfortunately he could only continue his 
observations for twenty minutes, when other duties compelled him to desist. 

There are also several other instances known where astronomers have 
observed a small but well-defined round spot pass over the sun’s disc, as, for 
instance, Fritch, October 10, 1802; Stark, October 9, 1819; Sidebotham, 
March 12, 1840; Schmidt, October 11, 1847 ; DecuppivS, October 2, 1830; 
which all have been connected with Loscarbault's planet, and to which the 
name Vulcan has been provisionally given. The observations of TiUimnis 
offered tlie material to two French astronomers for new calculations of the 
elements, the results of wliich are not contradictory to those i)ublislicd 
by Le Verrier, but appear to confirm them. From tlie position of the 
nodes, or those points where the orbit is cut by the ecliptic, it appears that 
transits over the sun’s disc can only bo expected between March 25 and 
April 10 at the descending node, and between September 27 and October 14 
at the ascending node. However, on October 2, 1870, and at a subsequent 
meeting, the French Academy received further communications from Le 
Vemer, in whicli, with great lucidity, all material at liis command was 
most carefully revised, and the elements of the new planet were given, the 
existence of which the French astronomer believes to have been proved. 

Le Verrier shows that many solutions can bo given according to the 
value given to an indeterminate in the formula. Several calculations are 
then offered which, with a possible indeterminate, range from 27.90 to 51.75 
days (large errors included) for the orbit. The great French astronomer 
also calculated the time of conjunction in the intervals 1858-08, 1800-77, 
and 1885-92, and showed that the transits are regulated by a period of 
about seventeen years. The transit may be expected in the middle of each 
of those periods, but not for a number of years afterwards, After having 
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determinod tlie possibility of any transit in our autumn of this year, Le 
Verrior came to tlie conclusion that a transit may bo expected on the 22nd 
of last month, requesting astronomers all over the world to watch for such 
an important event. Should (unfortunately as far as Australia and New 
Zealand is concerned) no transit occur on that day, none can bo expected 
before our autumn of 1885. A transit for the opposite nodes (September 
and October) cannot take jilace before 1881. 

It was, without doubt, witli a view to obtain an observation of tins 
expected planet on and near the day calculated by Lo Verrier, that the 
Astronomer Royal sent me a telegram on February 22 to have the sun’s 
disc closely watched on March 21, 22, and 2B. And I was much gratified 
to learn tliat both in Wellington and Dunedin a close watch has also boon 
kept, whicli, liovvevor, like the observations taken in Christchurch, liad not 
the desired result. Moreover, the telegraph brought us the news from 
Sydney that also, there, nothing unusual had been observed on the sun’s 
disc, 80 that, as far as this portion of tlie southern hemisphere is concerned, 
this matter can be considered as being settled. However, before wo have 
any news from Europe and America this negative result does not prove that 
the planet has not been in conjunction with the sun. 

The observations in Australia and New Zealand from sunrise to sunset, 
taking into consideration the dillerence in longitude, would range over 
thirteen hours, liaving also allowed the loss of half-an-liour each morning 
and evening. Now as, according to calculations made, the transit of this 
planet across the sun’s disc might take about four hours, wc can add even 
tliree hours for the morning and evening to our time, as in New Zealand 
the egress in the morning, and in Australia the ingress in the evening, 
would have been observed, had the beginning or end of the transit taken 
])lacc within the hours of observation at any of these countries. This would 
give us about nineteen hours, and consequently tlicrc remain about five 
hours each night during whicli Vidcau might have passed over the sun’s 
disc at our antipodes. 

The observations in Cliristchurch were made in the private observatory 
of our member, Mi*. James Townsend. This gentleman was assisted by his 
brother, Mr. William Townsend, and by Professor Cook, Dr. Powell, and 
myself, A systematic watch was instituted throughout tlie days of March 
21, 22, and 23, for the purpose of observing the face of the sun to detect the 
appearance of, and passage across, his disc, and also for the measurement 
and noting the position of any object which might by any probability be a 
planet, and not an ordinary sun-spot. Although not possessing a photo- 
heliograph, the appliances would have sufficed for the purpose should the 
almost expected stranger have put in on appearance. They consisted of a 
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telesoope of four and a-linlf feet focal length and throe and a-half inch 
aperture (by Dallmeyer), mounted upon an equatorial stand, not dxdven by 
clock-work, but moveable at an oven pace by a tangent screw and handle 
with Hooke's joint, tlie eye-piece being furnished with cross spider-web lines ; 
tlie low magnifying power of 75 being used in order to allow of the pro- 
jection upon a card-board screen, supported by an easel, of the whole imago 
of the sun’s disc, on a scale of about 14 inches diameter. The means of 
measurement were provided by the passage of the sun’s imago, by the 
diurnal motion, along and across the said lines, which were set in the 
proper position by the passage along the equatorial wdre of any marking on 
the sun’s disc — facula or spot. Sidereal seconds could bo noted in one 
direction, and in the other angular intervals by means of the declination 
circle, and the distances from the margin referred to tJiose co-ordinates, 
and, by an obvious calculation, to tJic centre of the sun. The nautical 
almanac would do the rest. A revolving roof over tiic telescope-shetl, and 
a shutter the opening of wduch could be reduced to any required aperture 
by stops, and a screen attached to tlie object end of the telescope, served to 
darken the obseiwatory to any required extent. Watch was kept on March 
20, 21, 22, and 2.'3, from sunrise to sunset, by relays of watchers prepared 
to ineasui’e and to draw the appearance of any unusual object. Tbc weather 
was mostly lino and favourable ; the exceptions wore on the afternoons of 
March 21 and 22, from one p.m., when clouds intervened. Desultory 
observations wore also made at fi’cquont intervals for several days before 
and after the days above cited. But, as before observed, our patience was 
not rewarded by any discovery, the sun’s face being marked only by the 
general mottled appearance, and by u group of spots travelling towards tlio 
north-west margin, leaving a facula to mark the place of disappearance on 
tlie 24tli, these spots having been first noted on the 18th, near the middle 
of the disc. A group of facute on the south-east border w^as also noted on 
tiio 24th and 25th.. Let us hope that the observations in Europe and 
America will be more successful, so tlnit Vulcan will no longer remain a 
phantom, but will have joined liis wife Venus in the heavens, and both may 
at last become, what tliey were said not to have been in ancient classical 
times, a steady-going couple. Such a happy state of affairs may still more 
surely be expected, as Mercury, the witty and lively god, whilst going 
between tliem, is certain to keep them m order, and at the same time at a 
respectful distance from each otlier. 

Another subject of which I wish to speak is a question of physical geo- 
logy, to the elucidation of which, in years past, I have devoted a great deal of 
thought. However, when I came to the conclusion that I had foxmd its 
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solution, and scrutinized closely the merits of my explanation, it failed to 
stand tho test of that examination. The question to bo solved was the 
following : You are, withoiit doubt, all aware that tho rivers on tho Canterbury 
Plains have tho tendency to undermiiio their banks, consisting of loose 
fluviatile deposits, on their left or northern side, and that they have done this 
already so effectually that, in their lower course and for a considerable dis- 
tance, their right or southern banks are always low, and possess scarcely any 
terraced appearance, whilst they continue, generally to the very sea-shore, to 
be fringed on their loft banks by a high terrace or cliff. To give only one 
instance, I wish to point to the Eangitata, where the railway crosses it, and 
where we have to descend considerably before we can reach the river-bed, 
whicli, on tlie southern side, is only bounded by low gromid. It must 
strike even the casual observer that, whilst the left bank forms, as far as 
tlie eye can reach, a high and conspicuous cliff, tlio right bank is so very 
low and ill-defined that tho river continually changes its course. 

With- many geologists who had observed similar phenomena in other 
countries, I had tried to explain tins peculiar tendency of our rivers by 
assuming a small oscillation of this portion of tho South Island, tho North 
gradually sinking and the South rising, by which the waters of all tho 
rivers flowing througli it would be tlirowu towards their northern banks ; 
but when I searched for evidence all round Banks Peninsula, or at Timaru 
and Double Corner, for this supposed 2)artial sinking and rising of the 
ground, the evidence before mo did not warrant such an assumption. 
Some time ago 1 found in rrofessor von llochstettor’s excellent geological 
hand-book, “ Die Erde,” reference to a theory first set forth by Carl Ernst 
von Baer, tho eminent physiologist and anatomist, but who was equally 
distinguished as a physical geographer, ])y which that peculiar feature of 
our rivers is fully cxidained. Although von Baer could only base liis 
theory on tho riviTs of the northern hemisphere, and tliou principally 
upon those of Uussia and Western Siberia, it will bo seen that it is fully 
borne out by our own rivers. These latter, moreover, prove the universality 
of the plieiiomcnon, witli tlie exception, as von Baer prognosticated, that 
the opposite banks of the rivers in tha soulhorii, when compared with 
the northern hemisphere, would bo aflected. 

It is long ago that tho observation was made on several rivers in 
Europe and Northern Asia, which are enclosed in banks of loose material, 
that they continually and steadily try to advance towards tho riglit, and 
that consequently they wash away and undermine their right banks. Many 
explanations were given, principally (as I had tried with our own rivers) by 
assuming local changes in the level of tho earth’s crust; but the generality 
of tho phenomenon made such an explanation impossible. 
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At last, in 1860, von Baer brought forward liis hyi)othe8is that such 
changGs in one particular diroction could he only caused by tho rotation of 
the earth, and ho explained the imdua operaruH in the following manner : — 
Any given point at the equator makes, naturally, during tho daily rotation 
of tlio earth, a quicker movement towards east than one in higher latitudes 
or at the polo. Now, if a body moves gradually from the equator tow^ards 
the pole, it will possess a larger velocity of rotation than the g^’onnd to 
which it advances, and will move quicker towards oast than the objects 
which surround it. A river in the northern hemisphere, llowing towards 
north, thus arnves in latitudes which possess a smaller velocity of rotation 
than itself. Its banks will, as it were, remain behind in tho rotating 
motion, and consequently its waters will inish towards cast, or against tho 
right bank. If, on the other hand, a river in the northern hemisphere 
ilows towards south, it is cvidcjit, when its waters arrive in latitudes witla 
a liighcr velocity of rotation, that its banks will, as it were, advance ahead 
of the water, and consequently tho latter will exercise a greater pressure 
towai-ds west, or towards the right ; so that again the right bank will bo 
w^asbed away. Of course this effect will be tlio more powerful and conspicuous 
the more tho dh’cetion of tho river coincides with the meridian. It is 
natural that in the southern hcmisplicro the direction will be reversed, so 
that all the rivers will push towards tho left. According to von Baer all 
the large Ilussian rivers, as for instance the Volga, Ural, Ob, and Jenessei, 
and, as von Hochstebter states, the Danube between Vienna and Belgrade, 
show the correctness of the theory ; and lately searching througli the 
published accounts of travels in North America and Canada I find that 
similar observations hav(j been made in those countries. 

The application to our own rivers in New Zealand is also easily made, 
and bUow^s that tlicy confunu to this law. Thus, for instance, tho rivGx* 
traversing tho Canterbury Plains, which flows nearest in a meridional lino, 
is the Bangitata, and there, as ))reviously observed, tho difference between 
the right and left bank is most consiucuous, wliilst all the other rivers 
without exception sliow in the saino way a marked tendency to advance 
towards their left or northern banks. None of our rivers have been watched 
so continuously and anxiously as tho Waimakariri, and although the 
tendency of its waters, principally during freshes, to wash its northern or left 
banks away, was well recognised, no vem causa for such direction could 
be assigned, except, as I Lad assumed in my report on tho formation of tho 
Canterbury Plains, that a small local rise of Banks Peniusiila was probably 
taking place. However, as this tendency of tho Waimakariri to advance 
with its waters towards the left is the outcome of a general law, and may 
be oonaidorod constant, the southern banks \vill every year become more 
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protected by the sliiagle wliicli ia shifted from the left or northern to the 
opposite side, and by which, as it were, natural dams are thrown up. Thus 
nature assists the work of man to confine the river in a properly defined 
channel. 

There are very few other Now Zealand rivers which for long distances 
have banks built up of soft incoherent materials, hut where they exist they 
invariabljii con form to this law ; their left banks being always tbo highest 
and most conspicuous, with a tendency of their waters to undermine those 
left hanks in whatever direction tliey may happen to flow. Of the largo 
Australian rivers, I liuow only the Murray, at Echuoa (Victoria), and also 
tliero the rule holds good, the left or southern bank being the higliest and 
best defined. 

I shall now proceed to ofler you a description of the remarkable rock 
paintings found on a rock-shelter in the Weka Pass ranges. Of the latter, 
the spirited water-colour sketch of Mr. T. S. Cousins is a faithful repre- 
sent atioii. I also have much pleasure in exhibiting to you the original 
copies of the paintings made by Mr. Cousins on a scale of from six inches 
to one inch to the foot, according to their size, as well as a general view of 
the whole on the uniform scale of one inch to the foot. About a yeai* ago, 
Mr. Alexander Lean informed me of the existence of those paintings, which 
are situated on an educational reserve about one mile on the western side 
of the Weka Pass rotid, not far from the last rise from wliich that pic- 
turesque road descends into the Waikari Flat. Shortly afterwards, in 
company with IVIr. H. M‘llraith, I visited them, and I need scarcely observe 
that I was very inueli struck with their peculiar character and tlicir state 
of partial preservation, from which their great ago could be inferred. The 
so-called] cave, wliicli is, however, only a rock-slicltcr, is washed out of a 
vertical wall of rock, lining a small valley for about 800 feet on its right 
or southern side. It lias a length of Go feet, and is situated along 
the western or upper portion of the rock. Tlio valley itself is now perfectly 
dry, but must, in post-pliocene times, have had a not inconsiderable volume 
of water flowing through it. The rock consists of tlio well-known calcareous 
Weka Pass Kandstone, and the roof of the shelter is formed by tlic natural 
dip of the upper bed, having an inclination of about nine degrees to the 
south. The rock-shelter is, when standing, near tlie foot of the rock below 
it, which latter lias, for about five to six feet, a backward slope about eight 
feet high, rising to about twelve feet at the outer edge. 

The average depth is twelve feet, and, offering from its aspect a splendid 
shelter from southerly weatlier, it forms a most favourable locality for 
camping. The two sections which I have the honour to submit to you 
wiU make you acquainted with tlio physical features of the locality. The 
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whole length of tlie rock below the shelter has been nsed for painting, and 
it is evident that some order has been, followed in the an^angoment of the 
subjects and figures. The paintings are done witli a bold hand ; they are 
well finished, and show clearly that they are the work of an aHist of times 
long gone by, who was no novice in his profession. The paint consists of 
kokowai (red oxide of iron), of which the present aborigines of New 
Zealand make still extensive use, and of some fatty substance, such as fish- 
oil, or perhaps some oily bird-fat. It has been well fixed upon the some- 
what porous rock, and no araomit of rubbing wOl bring it olf. It is evident, 
however, that the existing paintings, which are already partly destroyed by 
the scaling olf of the rock through the influence of frost and other physical 
agencies causing weathering, arc not the first which were delineated on this 
rock, because in many spots, and sometimes below the imiutings under 
consideration, faint traces of still older ones are visible. These wore also 
painted in red, but I was not able to distinguish any outlines. 

Thus wo have here another i>roof, if it were needed, of the vast period 
of time during which New Zealand has been inhabited by man. 

As before observed, the principal paintings are all in red, belonging all 
to one period, but round and above them appears a mass of others in black, 
of which some of the best and clearest have also boon coi>ied by Mr. Cousins. 
They are of a more primitive natiiro, and sooin to have been done by a 
different race of men. That they arc not contemporaneous with the red 
ones could easily bo ascertained, by observing that they pass not only 
indiscriminately over them, but that many of tliem were only painted after 
the rock had already scaled off under the red ones, so that they arc sometimes 
painted upon the newly exposed fresh surface. They are all most probably 
iniintcd wfith charcoal mixed witli some oily animal substance, and arc also 
well fixed upon the rock, but they are generally not so well defined, and, 
moreover, cross each other constantly, so that it is very difficult to dis- 
tinguish many of them clearly. 

Mr. Cousins has, therefore, only copied a few of the figures which 
were the most conspicuous and well defined, mostly situate near and on tlio 
roof of the rock-shelter. 

Before giving a description of those paintings, I wish to refer to the 
native traditions about them, as this will give us perhaps a duo to their 
origin. It has generally boon supposed that such paintings were iho 
work of the Ngatimamoo but the Rev. James W. Stack informs mo 
tliat even a greater ago is assigned to them. From a conversation which 
that gentleman had witli Matiaha Tira Morchu, the Maori oliiof of Moeraki, 

* See Trans. N.Z. Inst.,** I., 18, 2 ed., 5, where several paintings, but of a somewhat 
different character, ore figured. 
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and tho best living antbority on Maori kaditions in tbo South Island, 
it appears that those paintings are attributed to the Ngapuhi, tho oldest 
inhabitants of this island of which there are any traditions. In fact, 
the Ngapulii are a somewhat mytlucal people, to whom, besides those 
drawings, the destruction of tho moa, or anything tho origin of wliich 
is unknown, is always attributed. I may hero observe that Matiaha is 
one of the autliorities for the statement that the moa has been extinct 
in very ancient times, and that there is a total absence of reliable tra- 
ditions about them amongst the Maoris, which tallies perfectly with the 
geological ovidciico lately brought forward. Besides the extinction of the 
moa and the rod paintings, Matiaha alao attributes to them tho heaps of 
pipi sheila (Mesodesma novif.-zealandia) wdiich are found far back in tho 
mountain ranges, and winch were carried to such a distance by this peojde, 
who, according to the aged Maori chief, were great travellers. I have 
mucii pleasure in adding, in Appendix No. 1, a fuller account of their 
ancient traditions from the pen of Mr. Stack. 

In my papers on the Sumner Cave'**' I have alluded to that (inestion 
more fully. 

It has been ascertained that there arc several caves and rock-shelters in 
this island in which paintings of similar character are preserved on tho 
walls, of wliich, as before observed, those of tho Takiroa rock-slicltor 
near the Waitaki were publisliod in our ** Transactions,”! but none 
of the paintings are like those from the Weka Pass, except, perhaps, 
the sparks rising from the figure in tho right-hand corner. More- 
over, one of the drawings is a scroll work and thus approaches the 
designs of the Maoris of tho past few centuries. There are others at the 
Opilii, at tho Levels, Tengawai, and at Pareora, and, as I liave just been 
informed, in some other places in the Weka Pass Banges, and doubtless in 
many other localities. It would bo of tho Jhghcst interest to have these 
carefully copied, as, no doubt, they will ilirow considerable light upon the 
history of tho ancient inliabitants of this island. 

My friend, the Bov, James W. Stack, has given mo a copy of a drawing 
from a rock-shelter near tlie Opihi Biver, painted in black, which differs 
considerably from the Weka Pass paintings, and, as it appears to me, 
approaches more the designs of the Maoris. I add the same (fig. 8) 
with Mr. Stack’s note as Ajipendix 2. 

In examining the paintings under review, it is evident, at a first glance, 
that they are quite distinct from those of the Maoris, which always consist 
of curved lines and scroll-work, although in former days tho traveller 

* “ Trans. N.Z. Inst..” VH., Art. 2. 
t Mantell, ‘‘ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,*’ I., 18, 2 ed., 5. 
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would occasionally see on posts or smooth rocks, rude representations of 
men, ships, canoes, and animals drawn by !Maori children, but tlicy were 
always of an ephemeral character — Maox*i artists confining themselves to the 
drawing of scrolls, and then always in permanent colours. In looking at 
the enamhle of these rock-paintings, it is clear that there is some method in 
tlie arrangement which at once stiikes the eye as remai’kable. Some of 
the principal objects evidently belong to the animal kingdom, and represent 
animals wliich either do not occur in Now Zealand, or are only of a 
mythical and fabulous character. Some of them can easily bo recognised ; 
the meaning of others can only be conjectured. The group in the centre 
is of a different character, wliich is difficult to explain, unless wo assume 
that it represents imxilements and i)ortions of dress of a semi-civilised 
people. Only two representations of man can be recognised, but they are 
full of movement and evidently in the act of runnijig away, whilst the figure 
of the bird is very suggestive. Below these princij)al groups wo find several 
smaller figures or signs, the meaning of which for a long time considerably 
j)ii55zled mo. I was inclined to believe that they might ho a kind of 
hieroglyphic writing, but unfortunately there were too few of them wo 
thought worth copying, the greater portion having much faded or broken 
away. Some of those wliich W'cro too faint occurred at nine, tliirty, and 
forty-six feet from the left-hand side. Tliey were sometimes close to the 
floor of the rock-shelter, but did not go below it, which is of some import- 
ance to X)rovo that the kitchen middens which had here accumulated were 
either forming, or had already been formed, when the paintings were 
OKOcutod. The thonglit struck me nt last that these smaller figures 
resembled the letters of some oriental languages, and that I had seen some- 
what similar characters published in our “ Transactions.” The Tamil 
inscription round the antique bronze bell, now in the possession of the 
Eev. W. Colcnso, in Napier, at once suggested itself to mo ; and in com- 
paring the peculiar figures with the writing on that boll, as given in Mr. 
J. T. Thomson’s interesting paiicr,'" I w^ns at once struck by the marked re- 
semblance between both. It would be a most curious coincidence and difilcult 
to imagine, that the ancient inhabitants of this island slioiild adojit similar 
figures, and place tliem, as it were, below the representations of animtils, 
some of foreign countries, or scenes of life wiiliout any meaning; or should 
wo assume that, as the bell with the Tamil inscription was found in New 
Zealand, so other objects were secured from the same or another similar 
wreck, amongst which pictures of animals and adventures of human life, 
with writing below thorn, wore obtained, and which afterwards were copied 

* “Ethnograpldcal Oonsiderationfl on the Whonoo of the Maori,” by J. T. Thomson, 
F.B.a.S,, “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” IV., 23. 
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after a fashion by the autochthones of New Zealand? Or might I even 
suggest that one or more of the wreclcod mariners of Indian origin were 
saved) and that they aooomjmuied as slaves the ancient inhabitants of this 
island on their journeys, during which these paintings were executed by 
them ? 

Those ancient works of primitive art, as of considerable historic value, 
are therefore invested with still greater interest, and I have no doubt Unit 
further research will make us acquainted with more of tliese remarkable 
relics of tlio past. I may here observe that as far back as 180*2 I met 
with paintings of similar ch^iraetcr and in a splendid state of preservation, 
duiing my geological surveys in the south, hut which I tlien passed over, 
imagining that they were lu-obably the work of some shepherd who had 
devoted his leisure hours to the execution of these strange figures and 
characters with the red paint with which slieep are usually branded. I 
was then, to speak in colonial language, comparatively a new chum, but I 
may console myself with the fact that many of our intelligent settlers have 
looked at them quite in the same light. However, I shall not fail to collect 
all the material as soon as I can find the time, and hope that tlie settlers in 
limestone country >vill kindly inform mo where such paintings are still 
existing. As before observed, the paintings under review occur over a face 
of about sixty-five feet, and the U 2 >pcr end of some reaches eight feet above 
the floor ; the average height, however, bemg four to five feet. They are 
all of considerable size, most of them measming several feet, and even one 
of them having a length of fifteen feet. 

Beginning at the eastern end, we find in the left-hand corner the 
representation (No. 1) of what might bo talum for a sperm wliale, with 
its mouth wide open, diving downwards. This figui’e is three feet long. 
Five feet fi'om it is another figure (No. 8), which might also represent 
a whale or some fabulous two-headed inaiino monster. This painting is 
throe feet four inches long. Below it, a little to tlie left, in No. 4, wo 
have the representation of a large snake possessing a swollen head and 
a long protruding tongue. This figure is nearly three feet long, and 
shows numerous windings. It is difficult to conceive how the natives, in a 
country without snakes, could not only have traditions about them, but 
actually bo able to picture them, without they had received amongst them 
immigrants from tropical countries who had landed on the coasts of New 
Zealand from some cause or anotlier. You are well aware that already on 
the second visit of Captain Cook, Tawaihura, a native chief of Queen Char- 
lotte Sound, gave an account of enormous snakes and lizards to him, and 
drew a representation of both animals so distinctly that they could not be 
mistaken, but hitherto the researches of naturalists for so many years have 
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failed to reveal their existence in these islands. Between Uie two fishes, or 
whales, we have No. 2, which might represent a fishhook, and below the 
snake, No. 5, a sword with a curved blade, whilst No. 6, in the same line 
is one of those remarkable signs or letters. Advancing towards the right, 
wo roach a group which is of special interest to us, the figure, No. 0, which 
is nearly a foot long, having all the appearance of a long-necked bird, 
carrying the head as the cassowary and emu do, and as the moa has done. 
If this figure does not represent a moa, it might ho a reminiscenoo by 
tradition of the cassowary. The figure is, unfortunately, not complete, as 
only tlie portion of one leg has been preserved. Tho forked tail is, how- 
ever, unnatural, and if this design should reiu'csent the moa, I miglit 
suggest that it was cither a conventional way of drawing that bird, or 
that it was already extinct when this representation was painted accord- 
ing to tradition; in which latter case No. 11 might represent tho taniwha, 
or gigantic fabulous lizard which is said to have watched the moa. No. 8 
is doubtless a quadruped, probably a dog, which, as my resoarchos have 
shown, was a contemporary of the moa, and was used also as food by 
the moa-himters. No. 10 is evidently a weapoii, probably an adze or 
tomahawk, 'and might, being close to tho supposed bird, indicate tho 
manner in which tho latter was killed during the chase. The post with 
the two branches near the top (No. 12) finds a counterpart in the remnant 
of a similar figure, not numbered, between the figures Nos. 8 and 9. They 
might represent some of tho means by which the moa was cauglit, or 
indicate tljat it existed in open country between tho forest. No. 18, under 
which the rock in the central portion has scaled oft’, is, like No. 6, one of the 
designs which resembles ancient oriental writing. Approaching the middle 
portion of the wall, we find here a well-aiTanged group of paintings, tho 
centre of which hns all the appearance of a liat ornamented on the crown. 
The rim of this broad- brimmed relic measures two foot across. The expert 
of ancient customs and habits of tho Malayan and South Indian countries 
might perhaps be able to throw some light upon this and the surrounding 
figures, Nos. 15 and 18, to which I can oft’er no palpable suggestion. From 
No. 17, which is altogether ilirec feet high, evidently issues firo or smoko ; 
it therefore might represent a tree on fire, a lamp, or an altar with inceiiso 
offering. If we compare this peculiar appearance with one of the figures 
on tho copy of tho Takiroa Cavo paintings, wo find that it has the same 
characteristic feature. Tlie figure No. 15 is particularly well painted, and 
the outlines are clearly dt^fiiied, but I can make no suggestion as to its 
meaning. In No. 19 we have doubtless tho picture of a human being, who 
is running away from No. 17, tho object from the top of wliich issues firo 
or smoke, and I need scarcely point out to you that this small figure is full 
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of life, and that it ia entirely different from the conventional representation 
of the human figure in the paintings and carvings of the Maoris. 

I am strengthened in my conviction that it is meant for a man, by 
observing a similar figure running away from the monster No. 27. No. 16, 
which has been placed below that group, might bo compared to a pair of 
spectacles, but is probably a letter, or an imitation of such a sign. A 
little more to the right a figure six feet long is very prominent. It 
is probably the roprosontafcion of a right whale in the act of spouting. 
Above it, in No. 22, the figure of a Mantis is easily recognisable ; whilst 
Nos. 21 and 21a, below the supposed right whale, are again cyphers or 
letters resembling those of the ancient Tamil inscription. Nos. 23 and 25, 
although in many respects different, belong, doubtless, to the same group, 
and represent largo lizards or crocodiles. Between them the now empty 
space of a widtli of 5 feet 6 inches was evidently also painted over, of which 
the faint marks on the partially scaled off face of the rock can ho dis- 
tinguished. The left-hand figure is four feet long; it is, unfortunately, 
deficient in its lower portion, but it is still Bufflciently preserved to show 
that besides four legs it possesses two other lower appendages, of which one 
is forked and the other has the aj)pearance of a tridojit. I *>\ush also to 
draw attention to the unusual form of the head. No. 25 is a similar animal 
tlirce feet long, but it has eiglit logs, and head and tail are well defined. The 
head is well rounded off’, and both animals represent, without doubt, some 
fabulous animal, sucli as the taniwha, which is generally described as a huge 
crocodile, of which the ancient legends give so many accounts. 

No. 27, a huge snake-like animal fifteen feet long, is probably a repre- 
sentation of the Tuna tuoro — a mythical monster, and of which Mr. Stack 
gives such an interesting account in his notes, kindly furnished to me, and 
which I have added as Appendix No. 3. It is e\ndent that the Tuna tuoro is 
in the act of swallowing a man. No. 29, who tries to save himself by running 
away from it. Now, if wo admit that tlie characters below the figures 
denote an Indian origin, the deduction would not be too hazardous that the 
accounts of huge snakes and crocodiles were brought by the writers of these 
signs to New Zealand, or if only pictures or books were obtained from a 
wreck, the ancient inliabitants of these islands founded their legends of 
such monsters upon them. Thus 23 and 25 might be crocodiles, No. 27 a 
boa-constrictor. The figure 26 above the largo monster may represent, 
like 8, a quadruped, probably a dog ; tuid finally, No. 28 is a good picture 
of a seal or dogfish. The paintings in black are altogether of auotlier style, 
and have been done in a far more recent period when the aborigines wore 
less skilled. But although those designs are all very juvenile, if we except, 
perhaps, the animals, which can easily be recognised, they have been 
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painted at various times, because in many places the rock-surface below;^ 
them has scaled off, and new ones pass over the thus exposed face. The 
wholo interior of the rock-shelter being covered with these paintings, pass- 
ing first indiscriminately over the red ones as well as over each other, it 
was found impossible to make copies of the greatest portion of them. 
Moreover, they nearly all represent the human form, and we selected a few 
of the most characteristic ones, which will be sufficient to show their 
l)eculiar features. 

In the left-hand corner, close to a large shark-like animal, which, how- 
ever, was too much effaced to bo properly copied, were two groups of 
animals in a sitting position, jirobably dogs, of which I had the best- 
preserved one copied. They evidently aro tearing something eatable 
between them. Li the centre of the wall is a figure which might be 
taken for a MantU^ whilst close to it the figure of a seal is unmistakcablo. 
The rest, with the exception of a throe-pronged (eel ?) fork, represent the 
human figure, of which one has a stidc in his hand. When Die hands and 
feet are represented, Die former have generally four fingers and the latter 
five toes. Ono of these figures has two calabashes hanging from its Diigh. 
It is most remarkable that none of these painlirigs arc iiulocciit, wliicli is so 
characteristic of all Maori carvings and paintings of the human figure. 
These black paintings, although of such rude coiicoiition , aro without doubt 
the work of full-grown men, as many of them aro eight feet above the floor 
of Dio cave. 

The surface of the floor niidor this rock-shelter showed on both sides a 
gentle undulation separated towards the centre by about ten feet of lower 
ground, and which, as I had occasion to observe, stands under water 
during heavy rains, quite a streamlet running in from the higher ground to 
the west. At first sight the nature of Die gi’ound indicated that it had 
doubtless been accumulating during human occupancy. liowever, as I liad 
not the time to stay m order to have the necessary excavations made under 
my eyes, I sent towards the end of Fehnnu’y one of the museum staff’, Mr. 
W. Sparks, jiinr., to do this. To test the ground, a trench was first dug 
from the centre of the cave, bogiuning at the wall and contiuuing the same 
for about thirty foot, and at right angles with it. Afterwards four more 
trenches were excavated on both sides of the first, running out for about 
sixteen feet from the interior. This done, the ground between these 
trenches and along the face of the wall was thoroughly searched. Those 
excavations proved that kitchen middens of three distinct epochs existed 
below the rock-sholter, having their greatest depth of 1ft. 2iii. close to tlie 
wall, and gradually thinning out, so that ten feet from the wall they had en- 
tirely disappeared, and the bod No. 8 of Die annexed sections (fig. 2,) consisting 
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^ of vegotabie mould mixed with smail» mostly angular pieces of rook, over« 
lapped tliem and took their place. This latter deposit is about one foot 
thick. Below both the kitchen middens and the somewhat contempora- 
neous deposit outside the cave, lies a layer of decomposed rook, a gritty bod 
enclosing a number of angular pieces of rock, the whole derived from the 
calcareous sandstone by which tlio valley is bounded. In this deposit the 
excavations were carried on to a depth of two feet, but without showing the 
least sign that it had either been disturbed or that traces of animal or 
human life had been entombed in it during its formation. The principal 
deposits accumulated under the rock-shelter may, fauU de nmua\ best be 
described as a dirt-bed, which doubtless owes its formation to the occasional 
presence of an autochthoiie race in the locality, and whoso scanty kitchen 
middens give us a glance into the wandering life of its members* However, 
what appeared to me astonishing was the scarcity of the remnants of their 
food, tl)o whole thickness of the bed (more than a foot) consisting 6f ashes 
and refuse, too minute to be recognised. The largest bed on the eastern 
side was about tweuty-live feet long by ten feet broad ; amongst it only a 
few objects WTro found. Amongst these some few pieces of moa bones were 
the most interesting, but they showed convincingly that they were portions 
of remnants of a meal, all the log bones having been broken for the extrac- 
tion of the marrow, and resembling in every respect the fragments collected 
in the Moa Bone Point Cave, and at the Rukaia Encampment. These 
fragments, as foi* as I could recognise them, belonged to the two Meionornu 
species, birds of small size, and some of the swiftest runners of the DinornU 
ihida'. Besides these bones, the presence of which proves occupation of the 
raoa-hnntors during their expeditions, and by which my suggestion that 
No. 9 may represent a moa gains in probability, there were a number of 
bones of smaller birds amongst the kitchen middens, of which those of tlie 
kiwi (Apten/.v ou'cni ) were tlie most prominent. Other remains belonging 
to the animal kingdom, and showing tliat tlie moa-huntors had come from 
the sea coast, were a few marine shells, mostly Mcmdeama novfR-zealandiw^ 
the pipi of the Maoris. The presence of phalanges of a large fur seal, 
probably ArciocephaJus cbtemiSf so far inland in such locality was rather 
surprising, imloss we assume that they perhaps were used for playing some 
game. Besides these there were a few small pieces of wood, probably 
firesticks, some fragments of cliert and flint, either cores or chips ; several 
pieces of dark sandstone, of which one is a fragment of a polished stone 
implement. Another large piece of calcareous sandstone had evidently 
been cliipped to a point. In the otlier somewhat smaller heaps on the 
western side, which have a length of about sixteen feet, with a greatest 
breadth of eight feet, also some few fragments of broken moa leg bones 





wore obtained, but too email for recognition of the species. There were 
also some phalanges of the fur seal, a number of bones of small birds, and 
several marine shells, some of them fragmentary, belonging to Mesodesma 
nova-zealandi(Bf Mactra diacors, and Mytilus »maragdinus, the New Zealand 
mussel. Flakes of chert and flint were, as usual, present, as well as some 
fragments of a polished stone implement. There were also two large sub- 
angular boulders of sandstone, doubtless brought up from the river-bed of 
the Waikari. 

Principally towards the centre of the rock-sheltor, and where the older 
deposits were thinnest, occurred above them accumulations of Maori and 
European origin. Amongst them are, in the collection made, several pieces 
of Haliutu iris, tlie pawa shell of the Maoris, wdiich had evidently been 
worked, but the presence of numerous pieces of Newcastle coal, of ribs and 
other portions of the sheep, and the iron tip of a man’s boot, told clearly 
its tale. This bed, about six inches thick and about eight feet long and 
four feet wide, was resting on both sides on the older deposits with broken 
moa bones. It is in this spot where the water during heavy rain, as 
experienced by Mr. Cousins and myself, is flowing against the wall of the 
rock-shelter, and it therefore stands to reason that these remnants of 
European occupancy could easily be trampled into tho ground, and thus 
reach a deeper position than they otherwise naturally would have possessed. 
No remains of red or black paint, or of a receptacle for the paint, wore 
amongst the kitcheji middens. These excavations revealed another im- 
portant fact — namely, that tho small drawings which were close to the floor 
of tho rock-shelter, and often reached to it, but were too faint to be copied, 
never wont below it. It perhaps would not bo too rash to surmise that tho 
people who formed the kitchen middens made the paintings, during their 
visits, lying on the ground, when the lower ones were executed ; on the 
other hand, they could just reach the top of the shelter when they stood 
upright to finish tho larger figures previously described. I must confess I 
was rather disappointed not to receive a larger quantity of objects from the 
kitchen middens, and of more interest. Wo must, therefore, conclude that 
the rock-shelter was only seldom visited by man, and then was only 
inhabited for a very short time. 

I hope that, yory soon, I shall have anotlier oiiportunity to communicate 
to you the results! of furtlier researches on this very interesting subject. I 
trust that some of our members will also take their share in the elucidation 
of a question which may throw considerable liglit upon tlie pre-historic 
inhabitants of these fair islands, on which so many members of a race 
different from their present aborigines have found a happy home. 

Since the above was written, I had the great advantage of consulting 
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the Bev. Bobert Pargiter, who for many years has been living in Ceylon, 
and who is thoroughly oonversant with the Tamil and some other oriental 
languages ; and although that gentleman was not able to pronounce the 
figures in question to have the exact form of any dmjle Tamil character, he 
thinks that there is some resemblance between No. 6 of Waikari rock 
paintings and the sixth character, T H £ of the inscription upon the 
ancient Tamil bell, and of No. 21a, with the tenth letter, K U, of the 
same inscription, counting both from the left. Mr. Pargiter makes, 
however, another important suggestion, that the inscriptions, Nos. 6, 
21, and 21a, may be the signatures of the artist, as, according to his 
experience, the Tamil natives have a peculiar way of combining two or 
more letters in one character, which is very difficult to decipher except by 
the writer himself and those best acquainted with him. Thus, for instance, 
in tlieir signatures, the natives combine generally the initials of their names, 
and in this case. No. 21a, for instance, might be taken for M and S 
combined, being, in fact, a monogram. 

Mr. Pargiter also informs me that No. 21 has some resemblance to one 
of tlie Cingalese characters, which arc generally formed by the combination 
of ciicles. 

Note. — During the discussion as to the probable ages of the rock paintings 
in the Weka Pass Banges, I observed that the expression applied to them 
by me, as being of great antiquity, gave rise to misunderstandings. In 
using such expression 1 never dreamt to do so in the sense it is nsed in 
the northern hemisphere, but only in reference to the short space of time 
of which wo have reliable traditional evidence in New Zealand. 

Appendix No. 1. 

Ejciraci from a paper on the Hutory of the South hland Natives, 

By the Bov, James W. Stack. 

Maori traditions trace the first occupation of this island back to Te Kabul 
Tipua (the monster herd or ogre baud), a purely mythical race. They are 
described as giants, who could stride from mountain range to mountain 
range, swallow rivers, and transform themselves into anything animate or 
inanimate that they chose. They were succeeded by Te Bapuwai or 
Ngapulii, who spread themselves over the gi’eater part of the South Island, 
and who have left traces of their occupation in the shell-heaps both along 
tlie coast and far inland. It was in their time that the country around 
Invercai-gill is said to have been submerged, the forests of Canterbury and 
Otago destroyed by fire, and the moa exterminated. Tlio traditions relating 
to these people are so vague and fragmentary that very little reliance 
can be placed upon them. It is with the'^Vaitaha that the first reliable 
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history of the Maoris begins. This tribe sprang from a chief of that name, 
who come from Hawaiki in the canoe Arawa, commanded by Tama te Kapna. 
Their first home was on tlie shores of Lake Taupo, but they were soon 
driven away southwards by thoir more powerful neiglibours, and eventually 
crossed the straits about 400 years ago. The Ngatimamoo supplanted the 
Waitaha, and were in their turn supplanted by Ngatikuri, the present 
inhabitants. 


Appendix No. 2. 

Description of an ancient Drarving on a llock-ahcUer at Darihalia^ near the 
Gorge of the Opihi, Soiith Canyrbury. By the Eev. J. W. Stack. 

Although I had heard for many years from tlie Maoris of tlie existence of 
these di’awings, which were popularly attiibuted to the Ngatimamoe, I was 
never able to examine them till November, 1875, when I went to see them, 
accompanied by my friend, Mr. C. M, Wakefield. Owing to the incom- 
petoncy of our guide, we were not taken to the spot where the best 
specimens exist, but to a long shallow cave or rock-shelter,” on tlie north 
bank of the river Opihi. The cave is about 200 yards long, 10 feet wide, 
and 12 feet high, and protected from the weather by a dense growth of 
slinibs, Tlie entire surface of the rock is covered with drawings, which, 
however, are unfortunately so defaced hy modern scrawls, that it is iiupos- 
sible to distinguish their exact forms. For since the natives have lost thoir 
superstitious regard for these relics of antiquity, the celing parties wlio 
frequent the spot make a practice of scratching rude drawiugs with charcoal 
all over them. The only perfect specimen I could find was near llio eastern 
end, and at a height of fourteen feet from the gi’ouiul. It was about five 
feet long, and had evidently been very carefully drawn. The black paint 
used by the artist has stood exposure so well, that the lines, from the 
crumbling away of the rock betw(;eu them, are now somewhat in relief. 

There is a remarkable difference between this drawing and those found 
at Waikari, so groat that I hardly think that they can belong to the same 
period. The parallel lines on the Pariliaka drawings bear a strong re- 
semblance to the patterns on Maori baskets and tbe battens of ornamented 
roofs. Although I could not distinguish the shapes diawu, I saw everywhere 
these parallel lines and curves, but nowhere anything like the Waikari 
drawings, which are either only outlines or coloured throughout. This fact 
confirms, in my opinion, tlie statement made by Matiaha Tira Morehu 
respecting the far gi*eater antiquity of the Waikari drawings. I showed the 
copy I made of the Parihaka drawing to the Kev. Koti Eato, Wesleyan 
Minister at Eapaki, and to Hone Paratono, late M.H.E., and other intelli- 
gent natives, who concurred in the opinion that it was the representation of 
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a Tipua» or fabulous marine monster. My own conjecture was that it was 
meant to represent a seal. (Fig. 8.) 

March 27, 1877. 


Appendix No. 8. 

Note on the Tuna Tiioru, By the Bev. James W. Stack. 

« The descriptions given of this cel vary so very much, that it would be 
hard to believe that anything of the hind ever existed if it were not for the 
general concurrence of native testimony both in the North and South 
Islands to its existence. 

It seems to have combined some of the characteristics of the frog, the 
electric eel, and tlie watersnake. It uttered croaking sounds, rendered 
senseless anyone it touclied, and pursued its prey with such rajudity that it 
was next to impossible to escape from it. 

In 1863 I was told by Hoani Huki, a Waikato chief, and a catechist in 
the employ of the Church Mission, that when ho was a lad (that was about 
tliirty years before) he distinctly heard the tuna tuoro in the swamps in the 
Upper Waikato, that at that time the older men often described their 
encounters with it, and that they greatly dreaded it, for wlien wading about 
eeling in the sliallow waters, which it frequented, tlicre was a danger of its 
gliding up imperceptibly and touching them, and anyone so touched was 
instantly paralyzed and destroyed. It would even pursue its prey on to the 
dry ground, and its progress could only be checked by sotting fire to the 
grass or fern, when the ash adhering to its slimy body rendered it helpless 
and incapable of moving any further. 

Here in the youth Island I have frequently heard of the existence of the 
tuoro within recent times. Tainui and Pita Mutu informed mo that they 
once found on the beach near Greymouth, where they resided, what they 
believed to bo a portion of the body of a tuoro ; it was after a heavy fresh 
in the river, and they supposed it had been carried down from some of the 
lakes in the interior. The skin they described as scaly, employing a flax 
plait of four to convey an idea of its appearance. Paora Taki, Native 
Assessor at Bapaki, also informed mo that it was commonly reported fifty 
years ago that one existed near the source of the Purau stream in Lyttelton 
harbour. 

Though I believe that there must bo some foundation for reports so 
common and so genor^J regarding the recent existence of this strange 
creature, I am not prepared at present to put forward any theoiy about it, 
except that I think that it is highly probable that the Maoris have mixed 
up the descriptions of two or three different things which existed a short 
time back but are now extinct. 
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A*t. y.-— Sketch of t/i« TradUwnal HUtory of the South Island Maorit. 
By the Bcv. Jambs W. Stack. 

Plato n. 


[Read before the Philoaoi>hical Imtitute of Canterbury, 6th Septeudxr and 4th October, 1877 .j 
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As tbo value of this paper must depend entirely upon tlie trustworthiness 
of its contents, it is important that I sliould state at the outset the sources 
from whence my information was derived. 


Sources of Tnfonnatiou, 

In the first place, thou, I am indohted to the late Pela Te Hone, of 
Kaiapoi, for most of these traditions. That cliief was universally acluiow- 


ledged by the Ngai Tabu to bo a hig:h authority on ah questions relating to 
their past history. Since 1863, I have repeatedly submitted my notes to 
chiefs in all parts of this island, and have carefully recorded their com- 
ments, and this paper contains the result of my inquiries. 

Amongst others whom I have consulted 1 may name llapakukii Kairna, 
Hakopa te Ata o Tu, and Wiremu te Uki, of Kaiapoi; tlie late chief 
Whakatau, of Kaikoura; Tamati Tikao, and Apeva rnkenui, of Banks 
Peninsula; To Mararoa, and Tarawhata, of Arowhonua; Matiaha Tira 
Morehu, and Natanawhira Waruwariitn, of MoGiuki ; Tarckahu, of Otago 
Heads ; Pukuheti and Hutoitoi, and Eawiri, of Iliverton ; and Wereta 
Tainui, of Greymouth ; besides very many others. 


Classificalion of Traditions, 

The traditions may be divided into three classes — the mythical, tlie 
uncertain, and the reliable. The mythical relate to pre-historic times, and 
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to snpornatiival beingfl; tho uncertain relate to tboee tribes which have 
perished, and whose only memorial is contained in the fragmentary notices 
which occur ia tho story of those who superseded and Biuwive them ; the 
reliable comj>rise the liistory of Ngai Tabu during the last 200 years* 

But as the reliability of any oral tradition may fairly bo questioned, I 
will endeavour to show why these may be considered worthy of credit, 
and also how, in the absence of a written language, the Maoris were 
enabled accurately to preserve their history. Every tribe was composed of 
hapus, and every Jiapu of families. Each family, hapu, and iwi carefully 
preserved the names of their ancestors, and their ancestors’ wives and 
ofispring. In transmitting tliis knowledge, the greatest care was taken to 
avoid eiTors, because, ns the Maoris ^vere very punctilious in the matter of 
precedence, a mistake made on the occasion of any public assembly of the 
tribes might be construed into an insult, and result in a blood feud. Such 
mistakes* were all tho more likely to happen from tlie custom which pre- 
vailed, wlion speaking of a chief, of alluding toliim as a relation — “Brother, 
uncle, son, giandson, nephew, brother-in-law,” etc., etc. A very accurate 
knowledge of tribal genealogies was therefore required to enable a speaker 
to apply to any given person that term which exactly described the rank to 
which he was on titled in the tribe. This knowledge was not confined to a 
class of learned genealogists, but was x^ossessed by every rangatira or native 
gentleman. To [lequiro it, each one from childhood np was obliged to make 
this subject a constant study; and the public recitals which were hold at 
frequent intervals kc'pt the names and the facts connected with them always 
fresh in their memories ; for, besides tho names of their ancestors 
it was held to bo of equal importance to kno-w the deeds for which tlioy 
were distinguished. The value attached by the Maoris to land ia too 
well known. From the time that tho first arrivals from Havraiki ascended 
tho liighost mountains to partition all the country they could see from 
thence amongst thoinselves, tlio title to land has been a fruitful source of 
strife. Evcjy part of tho country was owned and named. Not only were 
the largo mountains, rivers, and x>lains named, but every hillock, streamlet, 
and valley. Tliese names frequently contained allusions to persons or 
events, and thus served to perpetuate the memory of them and to i)resorve 
the history of the i>asfc. l^lvery Maori was required to know by what title 
the land claimed by hia ti ibo was Jield, whether by right of original occupa- 
tion, conquest, purchase, or gift; and thus it hax)pened that traditions 
relatijig to the same transactions were x>rcserved by tribes whose interests 
were aiitagojjistio ; and several opportunities have been afforded in recent 
times of com])ai ing these accounts, which have been tnuismittod for several 
generations through separate and independent channels, and they have 
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invariably been found to agree. With this fact before us, it is hardly 
possible to deny the historical value of a lai-ge portion of these traditions, 
which have been preserved by the same method but which cannot be 
vouched for in the same manner. 

Dif/icuHy of unravelliwj the Thread of the llutory. 

I experienced considerably difficulty at first in disentangling the com- 
plicated narratives, because my Maori informants being themselves so 
familiar with the history did not see the necessity of explaining as they 
went along why tilings happened as they did. They would repeatedly 
break off from the continuous history of the tribe to follow the fortunes of 
a favourite hero, and again as abruptly leave him to resume tlie thread of 
the original narrative. One prolific source of confusion arose from the 
intermarriages which took place between tlie members of hostile tribes. It 
was bewildering to find the same person fighting for one tribe but wishing 
success to the other, and guilty of treachery towards both. The man who 
married a Ngatimamoe woman would bo found plotting the ruin of his wife's 
relations ; and the Nagitmamoo mm wlio, by marriage with a Ngai Taliu 
woman, was admitted to that tribe, would still sympathize with liis own 
people, and betray his connections whenever he could. Another element 
of confusion arose from the two tribes being spoken of as totally distinct 
from each other, wlioveas tliey had a common origin, and this fact 
afforded the only explanation of many strange things done on either 
side. The liistory throughout is one dark narrative of .treachery and 
ferocity, brightened hero and there b^ displays of great courage and 
occasional acts of generosity, 

ChronohiJif, 

The method I Lave adopted for ascertaining the clironological order in 
which the various events ocomi-ed, has been first to form a genealogical 
table, and then allowing * twenty years for a generation, to count back the 
generations from the present time, and thus fix the date of any event by 
the position in the table which the persons connected with it occupy. For 
instance, to ascertain the date of the death of Manawa, take llakopa te Ata 
o Tu, now living, and who is at least seventy years of age, counting back 
from his birth to Manawa’s there are eight generations, equivalent to 100 
years, which added to 70 gives a total of 210. Manawa, therefore, was 
born about 1067 ; and, as ho had a grown-up sou, he was probably not 
loss than forty years old wlien ho was killed. His death, then, occurred 
about 1707. Of course this plan only gives an approximate date, but it 

*1 have fixed on twenty years, as the Maoris married early. 
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is sufficiently near to render the history intelligible, though fuiiher 
investigation may lead to some alteration being made here and there in 
the sequence of events. 

The history may be divided into four periods : — 

1st. Prior to the arrival of Waitaha. 

2ud. Waitaha occupation, 1477 to 1577. 

Hrd. Ngatimamoe occupation, 1577 to 1077. 

4th. Ngai Taliu occupation, 1077 to 1827 (the date of 
Rauparaha’s invasion). 

Fahulom Traditions, 

The Kahui Tipua or ogre band, a mythical race, are said to liave been 
the lirst occupants of this island. They are described as giants, who could 
stride from mountain range to mountain range, swallow rivers, and trans- 
form themselves into anything animate or inanimate that they chose. 
The legend of the ogre of Matiiu (Molyneux) may be taken as a specimen 
of this class of tradition. 

When To Rapiiwai who dwelt at Matau went in small parties of ten to 
hunt for wekas they never returned. Tens and tens went out and never 
camo back. Then every one felt sure something was consuming them, but 
what it was they could not tell. A long time passed, and then it was found 
out how these people perished. It w^as learnt from a woman — the solo 
siu’vivor of one of these hunting parties. She said that on tlie hills they 
were met by ogre, accompanied by ton two-headed dogs. After killing 
all tlio men he carried her to his cavo near the river, whore she lived with 
him, and in time became covcred^ll over with scales from the ogre’s body. 
She was very miserable and determined to escape ; but this was not easy, 
as the ogi*e took cave to fasten her by a cord, wdiich ho kept jerking when- 
ever she was out of his sight. As the cavo was close to the river, she crept to 
the entrance where raupo grew thickly, and, having cut a quantity, tied it in 
bundles. The next day wdieii tlie monster slept, she crG 2 )t out and formed 
the raupo bundles into a raft, then tying the string to the rushes, which, 
being elastic, W’ould prevent the immediate discovery of her flight when the 
cord was jerked. Getting on to the raft, she dropped down tlie river, the 
swift current bearing her rapidly towards its mouth where her friends lived. 

The ogre did not wake for a long time, when ho did he called out, ** Kai 
0 ^ mio, E ! where are you ?” Not recehing an answer, he went to the 
entrance of the cave and searched ; not finding any footprints there he 
smelt the water, and at once discovered how she had escaped. Tlien in his 
rage ho swallowed the river and dried it up from end to end, but not before 
Kai a mio was safely housed in her native village. After cleaning herself 
|rom the scales which covered her body, the woman told her people all she 
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knew about the ogre, and they resolved to put him to death. “ When docs 
he sleep tliey asked. When the noi-th-west wind blows ’* was her reply, 
then he sleeps long and heavily.*’ So they waited for a nor’-wester and tlien 
proceeded to the cave. Having collected a great quantity of fern which 
they piled at the entrance, they fired it. When the heat awoke the monster, 
he could think of no way of escape, except through a hole in the roof ; 
while struggling to get out through this, the people set upon him with clubs 
and beat him to death. Fortunately Uie ogre’s dogs were away hunting, or 
else he never could have been killed. 

It was during this period that the canoe called Arai te uru was capsized 
off Moeraki and the cargo strewn along the beach, where may still be seen 
the eel-basket of Hape ki tauraki, and the slave Puketapu, and the cala- 
bashes and kumeras. 

Passing on from these legends, wc come to the traditions which I have 
classed as unreliable, relating as they do to tribes that have been utterly 
destroyed. 

Cncertain Troditions. 

Te Rapuwai or Nga ai tanga a te Puhirere succeeded the Kahui Tipua 
and rapidly spread themselves over the greater part of the island. They 
have loft traces of their occupation in tlic shelMieaps found both along 
the coast and fur inland. It was in theii* time that the country around 
Invercargill is said to have been submerged, the forests of Canterbury' and 
Otago destroyed by fire, and tlie raoa exterminated. I am ijiclincd to think 
it is not at all improbable that Te llai)uwai and Waitaha were portions of 
the same tribe, Te Rapuwai forming the vanguard when the migration horn 
the North Island took place. Several of my Maori authorities incline to 
this opinion, others maintain that tliey were separate tribes ; if so they 
were probably cotemporarics, and like Rangitaue and Ngai Tahu in subse- 
quent times-— one may have come from the west, and tlie other from the 
east coast of the other island. 

Waitaha, 

Of the Waitaha very little is known, their traditions having almost 
entirely perished witli the extinction of their conquerors. But there is 
sufficient evidence to warrant the supposition that the few traditions which 
still remain were preserved by the remnant of Waitaha ; who were spared 
by Ngatimamoo to work their fisheries and kumcra plantations till they 
thought it necessary for their own safety to exterminate them iii order to 
prevent their alliance with the invading Ngai Tahu. There is no reason 
therefore to regard the traditions relating to the Waitaha as mere fables. 

It would appear that Waitaha — one of tlie original immigrants from 
Hawaiki — was the founder of the tribe. He came with Tama to Kapua and 
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Nga toro i rangi in the oanoe Arawa, and his taumata near Tanpo is stiU 
pointed out. But at a very early date he or his immediate descendants 
must have left that locality, and travelled south. Separated by the stormy 
straits of Raukawa from their countrymen, Waitalia were long left in the 
enjoyment of peace and plenty, and as a consequence rapidly increased, till 
as the natives say “ they covered the laud like ants.” The size of the pas, 
and the extent of the kitchen middens along the coast attiibuted to them, 
affoi'd conclusive evidence as to their numbers. At Mairangi and Eapuka- 
riki (Cast) the remains of a walled pa extending for about three miles along 
the downs, existed till the settlement of Em’opeans in that locality. Wiremu 
te Uki, Henaro Peroita and others, who frequented the place to gather the 
stems of the cabbago-palm, — which grew luxuriantly there in soil enriched 
by tlie fat of man” — for making kauru, a favourite article of food — assert 
that twenty years ago, the broad outer ditch of the pa could be seen, and 
that from the bottom of it to the top of the bank was about seven feet, and 
that at regular intervals along the wall there wore openings showing plainly 
where the gates had been. They recollected old men saying that these gates 
were known to have had names which were now forgotten. To Wai 
manongia and his son Tauhanga ahu are said to have ruled those pas at the 
time tliat they were destroyed by Ngatiraamoe. 

Some time before the Ngatimamoe invasion, about the year 1550 as near 
as we can guess, there lived on the banks of the Rakaia a chief named Tute- 
waimato, regarding whom a story worth recording has reached us. Moko, 
a robber chieftain, had fixed his stronghold on the Waipara, the choice of 
tlie spot being determined by the existence of a cave in close proximity to 
tlio highway, along which a regular trade was carried on up and down the 
coast ; the preserved mutton-birds, di’ied fish, and kauru from the south 
being exchanged for preserved forest-birds, mats, etc., from the north. 
Moko was in the habit of robbing and murdering any small parties of 
carriers who might venture too near to him, and lie might have continued 
to do so without molestation, as the carriers were for the most part slaves, 
whose death was not worth avenging, had he not been so unfortunate as to 
kill a near relation of the great Tutewaimate. This chief, already smarting 
under previous losses of property, was exasperated beyond all endurance by 
the murder of his kinsman, and summoned bis tribe to destroy Moko and 
his band. The people responded in such numbers to his call, that when 
they started on their march, the dust they raised resembled the smoke of a 
great fire on the plains, and their spears darkened the sky. Leaving the 
bulk of his forces at Eapukahki, Tutewaimate pushed on early one 
morning with a few chosen warriors to Moko’s stronghold. He found the 
place quite unprepared for an attack, all the men except Moko being away. 
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Having ascertained from some women whom he questioned that the robber 
clueftain was asleep in a cave hard by, he quietly approached the spot, 
where he found him lying asleep on a mat, all unconscious of danger. But 
like a true knight he scorned to strike his sleeping foe, and raising his 
voice ho uttered the following challenge ; 

“Tutewaimate “I, Tutewaimate 

Tutewaimato a Popotohi Tutewaimate, son of Popotahi, 

Te hau tuku mai i roto Rakaia Swift as the wind from the Rakaia 

Gorge 

Te mahea tc hauku o te ata.” Have forestalled the drying of the 

morning dew.” 

The startled robber, raising himself to a sitting posture, replied ; 

**Ho, Moko “Uo Moko, 

Moko a Hautere Moko, son of Hautere, 

Te hau tuku mai runga maunga The wind rushing down from Mt. 

tero Tere, 

To tangata i whangai nga ki te The man fed upon uncooked 
mango mata.” shark.” 

As ho uttered the last word the treacherous Moko, by a sudden and 
unexpected thrust, felled his generous foe to the gi’ound, and soon put an 
end to his existence. 

It is from the Waitaha that the following account of the destruction of a 
gigantic bird of prey lias boon handed down. The event occurred in times 
preceding Tutewaimate and the period referred to in tlie scraps of Waitaha 
liistory which have survived. The story possesses peculiar interest wdien 
considered in connection with the discoveiy of the Ifarpayornh nioorci at 
Glenmark. Does it x)roYO that the Maoris know that bird, or is it to be 
classed with the Taniwha stories common in the north, is it an imported, 
and localized tradition ? 

A Poiiakai had built its nest on a spur of Mount Tawora, and darting 
dowm from thence it seized and carried off men, women, and children, as 
food for itself and its young. For, though its wings made a loud noiso 
as it flew through tlie air, it rushed with such rapidity upon its in-ey 
that none could escape from its talons. At length a brave man called 
Te Hau o Tawera came on a visit to the neighbourhood, and finding that 
the ]>eQplo were being destroyed, and that they were so paralyzed with fear 
as to be incapable of adopting miy means for their own protection, he 
volunteered to capture and kill this rapacious bird, provided they would 
do what he told them. This they willingly promised, and having procured 
a quantity of manuka saplings he went one night with fifty men to the foot 
of the hill, where there was a pool, sixty feet in diameter. This he completely 
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oovered over with a network formed of saplings, and under this he placed the 
fifty men armed with spears and thrusting weapons, while he himself as 
soon as it was light, went out to lure the Pouakai from its nest. Ho did 
not go far before that destroyer spied him, and swooped down upon him. 
Hautere had now to run for his life, and just succeeded in reaching the 
shelter of the network when the bird pounced upon him, and in its violent 
efforts to reach its prey, forced its legs through the meshes, and becoming 
entangled, the fifty men plunged their spears into its body and after a 
desperate encounter succeeded in killing it.'*' 

The Waitaha, after a peaceful occupation of what was then known as tlie 
** food-abounding island,” Avere obliged to resign possession of it into the 
hands of Ngatimamoc, and were ultimately destroyed or absorbed by them. 

Nijati ma nwe a.d. 1677 to A.n. 1077. 

Tlie origin of the Ngatimamoe is nearly as obscure as that of their 
predecessors. Like them tliey came from the North Island, being probably 
driven do^vn before a stronger tribe. Their pitiless treatment of Waitaha 
was afterwards repeated upon themselves by tlie stronger and more warlike 
Ngai Tahii. Their destruction of the Waitaha and their own subscciuent 
destiniction, accounts for the absence of all traditions relating to the visit of 
Abel Tasman in 1G42. Just as the destruction of the tribes inhabiting the 
shores of tlie straits by llauparaha in this contuiy, explains why no account 
of Captain Cook’s visit in 1709 has been jireservcd amongst tlio natives now 
residing in that neiglibourhood. 

From the natives at the extreme south of the island, I obtained a 
genealogical table which traces their origin to the offspring of Awatopa. 
The following legend states the cause of their leaving the other island ; — 

Awatopa and Kauru were brothers, sons of Euarangi and Maim tai 
hapua. They both commenced to build houses for themselves at the same 
time. Rauru was the first to finish ; and having performed the ceremonies 
of purification, ho announced his intention of going off on a voyage. His 
elder brother begged him to wait till he had completed his house, but this ho 
refused to do, and, overcome with rage at his refusal, ho killed him. The 
tribe hearing of what had taken jilacc, avenged Rauru by killing Awatopa. 
Tills led to the secession of tbreo families, children of the elder brother, 
namely — the Puhi kai ariki, Piilii manawanawa, and Matuku herekoti, 
who came south. The rest of tlie tribe remained behind. Relationship is 
claimed by the descendants of Ngatimamoe with Waikato through a Puhi of 

* Wereta Tainui, of Greymouih, says that near Iiiaugahua there is a place called the 
Pouakai's Nest, and whore tradition tells of one being killed. Irol Tihau of Wairewa saw 
at Foupoutanoa in Otago, in 1848, near the river Kaeaea, what was said to ho a Pouakai's 
nest. The namo may he translated tho ** old glutton,*' 
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the Awatopa clan who settled there, and to NgapiAi hrough Mum nui, 
who was oounocted with Mam kore, one of their ancestors. 

During the Ngatimamoe occupation, an event occurred which seems to 
throw some light upon the origin of the Chatham Islanders : — 

Tradition says tliat a canoe, manned entirely by chiefs whose names are 
forgotten, but who are known now as **Nga toko ono,” or The Six, went 
out from Parakakariki to fisli, and when a long way off from the shore a 
violent nor’west wind sprung up and drove them out to sea, and they were 
never heard of again. It is not at all improbable that this canoe reached 
the Chathams, and that the crew became the progenitors of one section of 
the present inhabitants. Te Koti, a Maoii Wesleyan minister who was 
stationed for some years on the principal island, states that the Morioris 
have preserved the names of many of the headlands around Akaroa, and 
that they number Mamoa (probably a corruption of Mamoe) amongst their 
ancestors. It is an interesting fact that many of the words in use by the 
Morioris are nearer akin to the liarotongan form than the Maori equivalent. 

It is quite clear that the Ngatimamoe, like the Ngai Tahu, came from 
the east coast of the North Island. How long it was before their 
possession of this island was disputed it is hard to guess correctly; but 
judging from their numbers, and the total subjugation of Waitaha to their 
rule when the Ngai Tahu appear on the scene, they could not have held it 
for less than 100 years. 

A small tribe called Ngaitara wore the first to make alliances witli 
Ngatimamoe, and were the cause of Ngai Tahu crossing the straits. 

lieliabh Traditions, 

Ngai Tahu. — Causes that led to their Migration, 

About tlie year 1050 Ave find tlie Ngai Tahu located at Hataitai, between 
what is now called Wellington Harbour and the coast. In this pa 
dwelt a band of waiiiors renowned for courage and daring, whose war- 
like iiropensities had made them rather obnoxious to their kinsmen and 
neighbours, the Ngatikahunuiiu. Among this band dwelt an old chief 
named Kahukura te paku, who was connected with the Ngaitara tribe, 
then settled at Waimea, in the South Island. Ilis son, Tu maro, was 
married to Eakai te kura, daughter of Tama ihu poro, the seventh from 
Tahu, the founder of the tribe. Shortly after las marriage Tu maro was 
called away for a time from Hataitai ; and during his absence his wife, 
who was pregnant, contracted an improper intimacy with Tc ao hikm-aki. 
Tu maro returned just before his wife gave birth to a child, and, being 
ignorant of her misconduct, proceeded, when the pains of labour began, to 
repeat the customary charms to aid delivery. Having exhausted his store 
of charms, and repeated all the genealogies of his ancestors in vain, he 
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began to suspect tliat something was wrong, and questioned his wife, whOj 
after a little delay, confessed that one of his relations had been to her. 

“ But who was it?” he demanded. ** To ao hikuraki,” she replied. The 
momont that name was uttered the child was born. Tu maro, without going 
near his Avifo, kept removing her from house to house till her purification 
and that of the child was accomplished. Then he came to her early one 
morning and told her to paint herself and the infant with red ochre; 
to put on her best mats, and to adorn her head with feathers. The woman 
did as she was bid, wondering all the time what her husband meant to do. 
When she had finished adorning herself, Tu maro led her into tlie coui*t-yard 
of To ao hikuraki, wliom ho found sitting under the veranda. “ Here,” 
said ho, “is your wife and child T and then, without another word, he 
turned away and went back to his own house. He then summoned all las 
immediate friends and relations, and informed them that it was his intention 
to leave the place immediately, as he could not live on friendly terms with 
those wlio had dishonoured liim. Ills father approved of the proposed step, 
and acting on his advice tlicir hajui, carrying with them their families and 
all their moveable goods, crossed the straits and entered Blind Bay, along 
tJie cf)ast of w'liich tliey sailed till they reached the mouth of the Waimea, 
wliere they landed and built a pa. Here, for upwards of twenty years, tlie 
Ngaitara, Ngatiwhata, and Ngatirtia, sub-sections of the Ngai Tabu tribe, 
separated from their main body at Hataitai, grew into such importance 
throngli their alliance ^nth Ngatimamoe, that they came at last to be 
regarded more in the light of indej)cndcnt tribes than parts of one and the 
same ; and this often complicates the narrative. 

But wliat serves to complicate still further the history of this period was 
the existence of small settlements in tlic sounds of natives from the west 
coast of tlio North Island including detachments of Eangitane, Ngatihauwa, 
Ngatihape, Ngai te he ivvi, Ngai tawako, Ngati whare puka, and Ngai tu rahui. 
TJie Rangitane appear to liavc been the most important. Te Hau was their 
chief, and his cultivations at Tc Karaka, known as Kapara te hau and 
0 kainga, are still pointed out. Kupc, the great navigator, is said to have 
poured salt-water upon tliese cultivations for the purpose of destroying them, 
and so formed pools whicli remain to this day (?). These natives never seem 
to liave extended their settlements much beyond the sounds, and little of 
their history worth recording has been preserved by the remnant of tlieir 
descendants wlio escaped destruction at the hands of Te Rauparaha. 

Beyond Waimea, the Ngatiwairaugi and Ngatikopiha, wlio in common 
with Ngatimamoe and Ngai Tabu were descended from Tura, took up thoir 
abode and spread from there all down the west coast. 

About twenty-five years after the secession of Kahukura te paku and liis 
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followers, communication with Hataitai was reopened under the following 
circumstances. TuaJiuriri, deserted in infancy by Tu maro, had now attained 
to man’s estate, and had settled with his wives on th# south-east coast of the 
North Island. But he could not rest till he had solved a question which 
had troubled him all his life. Once when a child lie had boon startled by 
hearing the motlier of one of his playmates, whom he had struck, exclaim, 
“What a bullying follow this bastard is.” Bunning up to his own mother 
he immediately asked if it was true that he was a bastard. “ No,” she said. 
Then where,” ho asked, “ is my father ?” “Look w^hcro the sim sets, that 
is where your father dwells.” He kept these words treasured up in his 
memory, and now, having attained to man’s estate, he determined to go in 
search of his fatlier. Leaving his wives bcliind him ho embarked with 
seventy men in a war canoe, and crossed tlio straits to Walmea; anivod 
there ho landed and drew up the canoe in front of the pa. The inhabitants 
came forth to welcome liim in and invited him to occu})y the residence of 
their chief. On entering the house Tuahumi laid himself down on his back 
near the door, whilst his companions seated themselves round the sides of 
the house. As no one in the place recognised any of tliem, the iisiuil 
preparations were made for their destruction ; as it was always held by 
Maoris that those who were not known friends must be regarded as 
enemies, and treated accordingly. Kalmkura to paku stationed armed men 
all round the house, and while he was preparing to attack the new comers, 
the women and slaves were busy heating the stones and pj'e[)ariiig tlie ovens 
to cook tlieir bodies in. While these preparations were being made, and 
everyone was longing for the time wJicn tlic bodies would be cooked and 
ready for them to feast upon, the children of the village came flocking round 
the entrance curious to see the strangers. One more venturesome tliaii the 
rest climbed up to the window, and communicated to those heliind him 
what he saw ; while so occupied Tualimiri lookmg up at tlie roof said “Ah, 
just like the red battens of my grandfather Kalmkura te paku’s liouso which 
he left over the other side at Kauwhakaai’awaru,” The boy on hearing iJiis 
ran and told the men who were lying in wait. They made him repeat the 
words several times, and then Kahukura te paku said, “I never left any 
house or painted battens on the other side, only the boy on whose account 
we came across. Go, ask him his name.” Then one arose and approaclied 
and called out, “ Inside there. Eh I Sit up. Tell me who you arc 1 ’ ’ Then 
Tualmriri sat up and said, “I am To liiku tawatawa o te raki” (the name 
given to him by his father when ho was born). Tlie man wont back and 
told Kahukura to paku, who was overwhelmed with shame when ho dis- 
covered that ho had boon craving after the flesh of his own grandson. 
Approaching the house ho told him to come forth, not by the door, but tlic 
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wmdow, 80 that they might take tlie tapu off tlae wood and stones whi<^ 
they had got ready to cook him and his friends with, as the intention had 
defiled them. Ha\ing clambered through the window and embraced his 
grandson, Tuahoriii felt that ho was safe ; nevciiilieless he did not forget 
the indignity to which he had boon subjected by his own relations, and he 
determined to take the first opportimity of pmiishing them for it. When 
returning to his own homo with Kahukura te paku a few weeks afterwards, 
the people of Waimea begged Tuahuriri to come back and visit them in the 
autumn, when food would bo plentiful, tind they could entertain him more 
hospitably. But instead of doing so, he waited till ho knew that they had 
planted their fields, and had nothing in their storehouses, then, taking one 
hundi’ed men in addition to the seventy who went with him before, he 
re-crossed the straits. When ho landed witli all his followers the inhabitants 
of Waimea welcomed liim very wai’mly, but apologised for the smallness of 
the quantity of food wliich they sot before him, whicli, they assured him, was 
owing, not to inhospitality, but to the emptiness of tlieir stores. Wlien 
every pai'ticle of food in the place was consumed Tuahuriri returned homo. 
Shortly after lus depariure th<3 liouse ho occupied was accidentally burnt 
down ; the site of it was soon covered with a luxuriant crop of wild cabbage, 
which the people of tlio pa were driven by hunger to gather and eat, and 
in consequence of their doing so, they all died. For the greens were tapu, 
because grown on the site of a house once occupied by Kahukura te paku 
and liis grandson. Tlie colic produced by famished people gorging on 
greens proved fatal because the pain was attributed to the agency of the 
offended atuas of their chiefs. This incident throws light upon the frequent 
occurrence in past years of fatal effects aiising from broaches of tapu. 

Tlic taking of To mata ki kai poika is the next event of importance in 
the history of Ngai Tabu. 

Tuahuriri had from some cause incurred the ill-will of a powerful 
member of his own tribe, the veteran warrior Hika oro roa, who assembled 
his relations and dependents and led them to the attack of Tuahuriri’s pa, 
situated somewhere on the east coast. They reached the place at Jawn of 
day, and as the leader was preparing to take the foremost place in the 
assault, a youth named Turuki, eager to distinguish himself, rushed past 
Hika oro roa, who uttered an exclamation of surprise and indignation, 
asking, in sneering tones, “Why a nameless warrior should dare to try and 
snatch the credit of a victory he had done nothing to win?” Turuki, 
burning with sliamo at the taunt, rushed back to the rear and addressed 
himself to Tutekawa, who was the head of his family, and besought him to 
withdraw his contingent and to attack the pa himself from the other side, 
and for ever prevent such a reproach from being uttered again. Tutekawa, 
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who felt the insult as keenly as his young relative, instantly adopted his 
suggestion ; and so rapidly did ho effect the movement, that his absence 
was not <liscovered before he had suecessfiilly assaulted the pa and his 
name was being shouted forth as the victor. Tualiuriri was surjirised 
asleep in his whare, but succeeded in escaping, leaving his two wives, 
Hine kai taki and Tuora whati, to their fate. These women wore persons 
of great distinction and were related to all the principal families in that 
port of the country, and their lives ought to have been quite safe in the 
hands of their husband’s relations. But Tutekawa, who was a man of 
cruel disposition, finding the husband had escaped, killed both the women. 
As the war party were re-embarking a few hours after, Tualiuriri came out 
to the edge of the forest, which reached nearly to the shore, and calling Tu- 
tokawa, asked him if ho had got his waist-cloth, bolt, and weapons ; on 
being answered in the affirmative, ho begged that they might bo given back 
to him. Tutekawa then stepped forward and flung them towards him. 
After picking them up, Tuahuriri tlireatenod his cousin with the vengeance 
of his atuas for tho injury he had done to him, and retiring into the depths 
of tho forest he invoked the help of his familiar spirits, and by their agency 
raised the furious galo known as Tehau o Eongomai. This tempest 
dispersed Tutekawa’s fleet, and many of his canoes wore upset and the 
crews drowned, lie with much difficulty reached tho South Island, where 
to escape the vengeance of Tuahuriri, ho decided to remain. Ho had 
nothing to fear for tho Ngatimamoe, to whom ho was related on tho mother’s 
side, and he knew that his presence would ho still more welcome to them, 
because ho was willing to turn his arms against the remnant of Waitaha 
who still maintained their independence. Wo now take leave of Tutekawa 
for some years, and return to trace the fortunes of the warriors at llataitai, 
of whom we have hoard nothing since Tu raaro’s secession. 

Though constantly at war with their neighbours or quarrelling amongst 
tliemselves, they had succeeded hitherto in maintaining tlieu* ground ; but 
certain events occurred after the fall of Te mata ki kai poika and tho defeat 
of Tuahuriri, which ultimately led to their migration to the South Island. 

The first was the marriage of Tiotio’s two daughters to Te Hautaki, 
which was brought about in the following manner : — Te Hautaki, who was 
the chief of a hapu living at Kahu, and allied to Ngatimamoe, was one day 
driven out to sea from the fishing ground by a gale of wind. Fearing that 
his canoe would be upset, and being unable to get back to his own place, 
he tried to reach the opposite shore of the straits, and with much difficulty 
effected a landing after dusk at Whanga nui a tara, just below tho 
Ngatikuri pa. “ We are all dead men, ” he said to his crew, “ unless wo can 
reach the house of Tioiio unobserved.’’ Tiotio was tho upoko ariki, or 



70 


TramacHom. — MmeltaniouM. 


hereditary high prioat of the tribe, and probably Hautaki regarded him in 
the light of a oonneotion, since his son Tuteuretira was married to a 
Ngatimamoe woman and living amongst that tribe* “ Is there any one of 
you,** he asked, “ who can point out this chiefs house ?’* Fortunately one of 
the crew had been before to Hataitai and was able to act as guide. Having 
drawn up their canoe, they all marched noiselessly in single file till they 
reached the remotest of the chiefs houses, which were distinguished from 
others around them by their great height and size. Passing by those of 
Maru, Manawa, and Bakai tauwheke, they came to that of Tiotio. Enter- 
ing the house they found his wife seated beside a fire near the door, and the 
old man liimself lying down at the farthest end. Roused by the noise of 
their footsteps, the old chief stood up and asked who they were, Te Hautaki 
replied “ It is I.’* No sooner wore they aware who it really was tlian the old 
wife set up a cry of welcome, but she was instantly checked by her husband, 
who dreaded tlie consequence of rousing tliopa, and begged her not to attract 
attention, as that would endanger tlie lives of the whole party. He then 
told her to sot food quickly before them, as they could not be killed after 
having been entertained as guests by the chief tohunga of the tribe. In 
obedience to his wishes, she placed a poha of preserved koko before them, 
and when they had finished their meal, she went over with a message from 
her husband to Bakai tauwheke, who was married to two of their daughters, 
Tahuparo and Rongoparc, Tliat chief, in hearing of Te Hautaki’s arrival, 
asked whether he had been allowed to eat in his father-in-law’s house ; on 
being answered in the affirmative, “ That is enough,” he said, “ I will come 
and see him in the morning.” Before doing so, however, he sent to inform 
Manawa and Maru and others, and as soon as what had happened became 
generally known tlirougbout the pa, the warriors assembled round Tiotio *s 
house, and with yells and frantic cries hurled their spears against the roof 
and sides, and behaved as if they intended to pull the house down. When 
old Tiotio remonstrated with them, tiiey ceased their violence, and invited 
Te Hautaki to come out to thorn, when tliere was much talking and speech- 
making of a friendly kind, which finally ended in a proposal that Tiotio’s 
remaining daughters — Bakai te kura and Mahanga tain — should be given 
in marriage to Te Hautaki. As all the parties ooncerned were agreeable 
to this, the marriage took place without any delay. The Ngai Tahu chiefs 
asked many questions of their visitor about his house in. the other island, 
and were so favourably impressed with his answers, that many responded 
to his invitation to accompany him when he returned. The final migration, 
however, did not take place till some time after To Hautald’s return. 

Ldst Migration. 

What caused the step to be taken was this : Tapii, a Kahununu chief, 
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beard those who had seen Bakai tauwheke's house at Hataitai praising the 
workmanship of it, and, being jealous, said— “ What is his house to my 
Kopapa, which will carry me along the backbone of Bongo rongo.” These 
words coming to Bakai tauwheko’s ears, were interpreted by him to mean a 
curse, and when Tapu afterwards came on a visit with some friends to 
Hataitai, Bakai tauwheke fell upon him and killed him, but spared all his 
companions, whom ho allowed to return safely homo. But dreading the 
vengeance of Tapu's tribe, the Ngai Tabu abandoned Hataitai, and crossed 
over the straits in a body to Moioio, an island in one of the sounds close to 
Kai hinu, where there was a mixed settlement of Ngaitara and Ngatimamoe. 
Here they lived peaceably with their neighbours for some time till their anger 
was aroused by the discovery that tliey had joined in eating the corrupted 
body of a Ngai Tahu man which they hud found in the forest, whore, 
unknown to his friends, he had died. This was considered a very gross 
insult, and was avenged in the following manner : — Someone was sent to 
fetch the leg and thigh-bones of To no Marere, a Ngaitara chief, whose 
remains had boon lately discovered in a cave by some Ngai Tahu women 
when gathering flax on the slopes of Kailiinu. Out of these bones hooks 
\iore made, and when Ngaitara wont out to fish a Ngai Tahu man, taking 
one of the hooks, went with them ; and when the fish greedily attacked tlie 
bait, and were drawn up to tho surface in rapid succession, he said, in a 
tone to be heard and remarked, ** How tho old man buried up there nips.’* 
The words wore noted, and it was agreed tliat they could only refer to the 
desecration of their chief’s grave, and to set tho question at rest a person 
was sent to examine it, when it was found that part of the skeleton had 
been removed. As the Ngaitara did not regard this as a justifiable act of 
retaliation for their having eaten the body which they found, they determined 
therefore to avenge it. An opportunity of doing so was afforded to them 
shortly afterwards, when a party of Ngai Tahu women came as usual to 
the neighbourhood of Kai hinu to gather flax. While tliey were busily 
employed at their work, the Ngaitai*a attacked and killed tho whole of 
them, amongst whom was tho daughter of Buraho. This chief mourned 
sorely for his child and vowed to avenge her ; but before he could do so, 
he was himself killed by the same people, who, feeling that they had 
incurred the vengeance of Ngai Tahu, were resolved to follow up what tliey 
had done and to be the first in the field. Observing from the mainland, 
which was only a short way off, that Puraho and Manawa went every 
morning at dawn to perform certain offices of nature at a particular spot 
where tliey had dug two holes together for the purpose, it was arranged to 
plant an ambush near the spot to lie in wait for tliem. Accordingly, during 
the night, two warriors were sent to secrete themselves in the holes, where, 
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hidden hj the cross beams, they awaited the coming of the doomed men. 
At break of day the two approached ; Puraho being in advance was tho first to 
inm and sit on tho beam, and Mauawa was about to do the same, when he 
was startled and prevented by tlie uprising of tho warrior under Puraho, 
who killed that chief by a sudden blow on the back of the head. Manawa 
immediately fled and escaped into the pa. 

The death of Puraho convinced Ngai Tahii of tho insecurity of their 
position at Moioio, and they determined to abandon it and to remove to 0 te 
Kane, at the mouth of the Wairau river, where they built a strongly fortified 
pa. As soon as they had provided for the safety of their families, tliey 
began to take measures for avenging the death of Puraho, and the women 
so mercilessly slaughtered by Ngaitara. 

Commencement of War with Ntjatvmamoe, 

They first attacked a neighbouring pa, and captured it. Amongst the 
prisoners was the chief Te llapa a to kuri, who was brought by his captors 
to Maru, in order that he might have the satisfaction of putting him to 
deatli as utu for his father and sister. But contrary to !theii’ expectations, 
and to the annoyance and disgust of everyone, Maru spared tho prisoner's 
life. Waitai was so exasperated by his culpable leniency, that ho immedi- 
ately withdrew with 800 followex's, and sailed away to the south, 
settling for a time at Pukekura. On taking his departure he warned those 
who remained against a leader who would encourage them to attack his 
enemies and then deprive them of their right to put their captives to death. 
“ I will never again join with Maru/* he said, ‘*hut will fight my enemies 
whore I shall not bo interfered with.” Though considerably weakened by the 
secession of Waitai, Ngai Taliu wished to continue tho war, hut were 
opposed by Maru, who, being related to Ngaitara, did not like to see them 
crushed. While the Ngai Tabu chiefs were disputing about their future plans, 
Te Kane and Tau hiku went out one day to fish, in order to silence the cries 
of their grandchildren for a change of food. They had not gone far from 
the shore when both canoes were enveloped in a fog ; the crews could hear 
the splashing of the paddles, but could not see each other ; they succeeded, 
however, in reaching tho fishing ground, and Tau hiku was the first to drop 
his anchor, and just as Te Kane was about to do the same, he became 
aware that they were being pursued, and that tho sound of paddling 
proceeded from canoes sent after them by Ngatimaraoe. Te Kane turned 
at once and pulled towards tho shore, but Tau hiku was surrounded and 
taken prisoner. A running fight was then maintained between To Kane’s 
canoe and Ngatimamoe. The fog prevented the position of affairs being 
seen from the shore, whore Ngai Tabu were in complete ignorance of the 
danger their friends were in, though, as the canoes approached the land, 
pounds of strife reached their ears. 
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Te Kane managed to keep the enemy from coming to close quarters by 
the help of his nephew, who, acting upon his instructions, watched his 
opportunity whenever they came close enough to seize the man nearest to 
him, jerk him on board his own canoe, and kill him by cleaving open his 
skull ; and as his blood spirted out over his comrades, they di’cw back with 
horror, and gave To Kane a slight advantage in the race. This was repeated 
again and again till they got quite close io the shore, when the fog rose and 
discovered the combatants to the people of the pa, who were wondering what 
it c^uld be that was causing such a din. Manawa and others ran down to 
the landing place, where they saw Tau hiku, their tohimga, lying bound in 
the bottom of the Ngatimamoe canoe, which had pursued Te Kane to 
witliin a few yards of the beach. The Ngai Tahu were overwhelmed with 
grief and alarm, and wailed forth tlieir last farewell to the old priest doomed 
to fill the enemy’s oven ; in acknowledgment of their parting cries, he held 
up two fingers. 

Ngai Tahu were paralyzed by the loss of their wisest tohunga, for there 
was no one to take his place — no one vrho could read the omens and tell 
the propitious time for attack, or forewarn them of approaching danger. 
The chiefs assembled and continued long in anxious consultation. “ Have 
wo no one,” they asked, “ of the race of Tau hiku who can enlighten us — 
one with whom ho has left hia knowledge ?” They called his daughter and 
questioned her. She advised them to summon Tau hiku's son Pohatu, 
but they ridiculed the idea ; ho had never displayed any talent, and had 
from bo^diood consorted with slaves in pi’efercnce to persons of his oum 
rank. “ Can such a one as Pohatu enlighten and direct us ? Ilis place is 
in the kitchen beside the cooking fire ; what can the defiled know about 
sacred things!” Still his sister urged that he miglit bo sent for and 
questioned ; so at last they took Pohatu, and, having stripped him of his 
clothes, they took him to the water and cleansed him, and then performed 
certain incantations over him to consecrate him and make him ** tapu.” 
When the ceremonies were completed they asked him what Tau hiku meant 
by holding up two fingers. “ Two years,” ho replied. You must wait for 
that time before you attempt to avenge his death, in order that the grass 
may hide the oven in which ho was cooked.” 

During this period of forced inaction, the Ngai Tahu were particularly 
anxious to know what their enemies wore doing, and in tliis they were 
greatly assisted by a man named Kiti, who was related to both tribes, and 
who by common consent acted as spy for both. Kiti alarmed the Ngai Tahu 
with tlie reports he brought to them of the formidable preparations being 
made by Ngatimamoe for the coming struggle. Besides the ordinary 
weapons, they had prepared spears pointed with the barbed and poisonous 



74 


Tramactiatt8,^MisceUaneou8* 


sting of the ray — of which everyone appeared to stand in great dread. As 
the time approached for commencing hostilities, all hcai-ts were filled with 
alarm, and as tins feeling of dread increased the older chiefs felt that some- 
thing must bo done to counteract it, or their defeat and destruction were 
pertain. They decided, therefore, to take the initiativo, and to commence 
hostilities at once. Then Maru rose and called upon the veteran warriors, 
the heroes of former battles, to recount tlie story of their deeds so as to 
inspire the tiibe with courage : — ** Kiso up, Te Kano, and tell the people 
what thou achieved at Whanga nui a tara 1*' But To Kane kept his seat, and 
replied: Ah! that was accomplished in tlie midst of thousands supposing 
me, but here, single-handed, what can I do !’* Turning to another, he said ; 
“ Bise up, 0 Mainiwa, and toll the story of thy brave deeds at Waihao I** 
But Manawa only repeated To Kano*s words ; “ They were done amidst 
supporting thousands.” One after another the heroes wore appealed to, 
but all in vain; till Maru turned to Ilakai tauwheke: **Kiso, 0 Whekel” 
** Yes,” he said, “I will ; siuco all these bravo men decline, I will force the 
way — wall charge the foe — I will load the people on to victory I Bouse 
thyself, Pohatu I Rouse thyself, O seer I Dig the wells, rear the mounds 
that you may soo how the iatave (dog-fish) of Tane moehau (his mother) 
will burst the nets 1” The bold bearing of Rakai taiiwlieko revived the 
drooping spirits of his tribe. Ilis words inspired them with courage ; and 
the omens given by Pohatu decided Ngai Tabu to attack the enemy at once. 
They sAv-armed up the hillside that separated them from tlio pa; but 
Ngatimanioo, thanks to Kiti, were well infen’raod of their movoments, and 
before they could reach the top, came pouring over the ridge, filling the air 
with thciir yells of defiance, and raining down their dreaded spears upon the 
advancing ranks. Rakai tauwheke kept well in front, and succeeded in 
warding off every weapon aimed against him, and finally reached the top of 
the hill, whore he was soon joined by others, and there, by a prodigious 
display of valour, he completely routed the enemy, who broke and fled in 
every direction. Tu te uretira pursued after Tu raa taiao, a Ngatimamoo 
chief married to a sister of Maru, and would have caught him but for an 
accident to his foot, which obliged him to give up the chase. As ho did so 
he called out to his flying foe : ” It is only this painful foot prevents my 
overtaking you.” To which the other sueoringly replied: **Arp you the 
one who can catch by morning the moving foot, swift as the raupo swaying 
in the wind ?” “ Ah t” said Tu to uretira, ” Con you escape by morning 
the cutting toetoo of Turau moa?” No vain boast, as ho afterwards 
proved. 

Among those who fell upon this occasion was Kana to pu, who had sadly 
misread the omens. In bis island home at Bakiura he dreamt that he 
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caught a white crane, which kicked him in the chest while vainly struggling 
to get &ec. Interpreting tliis dream to mean that ho was destined to over- 
come some famous Ngai Tahu warrior, he went to a neighbouring stream 
to bind the omen, and then eager to distinguish himself summoned his 
followers and took his departure for the seat of wav. In the crisis of the 
battle when Bakai tauwheke was slaying those to the right and left of him 
with his taioha, Kana te pu, watching his opportunity, sprang upon his 
shoulders, and held him so firmly that ho could not draw his arms 
back again. Ho tried in vain to shake him off, but by a sudden movement 
of his hands he jerked tlie point of his weapon against the head of his 
opponent, and then, by a violent contortion of the body, succeeded in inflict, 
ing a mortal wound, and the wliitc crane fell dead at his feet. 

After the defeat of Ngatimamoe at Te Wliae, or battle of Uie ray-barbed 
spears, peace was restored for some years, and Ngai Tahu were permanently 
settled at Wahau. 

But trouble was brewing for Ngatimamoe in a quarter whence it was 
least expected. 

For many years two Ngai Tahu chiefs Lad lived amongst them, and 
having married their women were regarded as being thoroughly identified 
with them. One appears to have been of a moody sullen disposition whilst 
the other was quite the reverse, and made himself so popular that he was 
elected chief of the hapu with whom he lived. Apoka lived a soUtaiy life 
with his two wives and a few slaves while Tu te uretira ruled a pa contain- 
ing three hundred Ngatimamoe. Apoka’s ground was too poor to cultivate 
and game rarely frequented the woods in his neigbourhood. He was forced 
to depend for subsistence on fern root. Ho bore his privations cheerfully 
till his suspicions were aroused that his wives partook of better fare than 
they chose to set before him. He daily noticed that their breath gave 
evidence of their having eaten some savoury food. He remarked that 
although they paid frequent visits to their relatives who resided at a place 
celebrated for the variety and i)lonty of its supplies, they never brought 
anytliing to vary the sameness of l)is diet. Ho was convinced these visits 
wore made to replenish secret stores concealed from him by his wives at the 
suggestion of tlieir people, who perhaps thought that if ho once tasted the 
good things of Waipapa lie might advise his tribe to take possession of it by 
force. His wives when questioned indignantly denied that tlioy ate any- 
thing better than the food given to their lord. Convinced, however, that 
they deceived him, and brooding over his wrong, he resolved to seek his 
cousin’s advice. On drawing near the settlement he found Tii to uretira in 
the midst of a largo kumera plantation urging on the labours of a hundred 
men. Ills cousin asked whether he should cause the men to desist fron^ 
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their work and to adjourn to the pa to listen to whatever he might have to say* 
No,” replied Apoka, ** my business is with you alone, let the men oontinue 
their work.” The two then visited the tuahu, where they performed certain 
rites, and then retired to the veranda of the chiefs house, whore one of his 
wives had arranged ,Bome food for the refreshment of the visitor. Tu te 
urotira blessed the food, and then invited his cousin to partake of it, begging 
him to refresh himself, and then tell him his business before the people 
returned from the field to prepare a feast in his honour. Apoka bent his 
head a long time in silence, and then said, “lam stupefied, I am amazed at 
the variety of food;” then pointing to each basket before him in succession 
he asked what they contained, lie then resumed his silence, and fixing 
his eyes on the ground remained in that position for some hours. He was 
roused from his reverie by the arrival of tbc tribe bringing the feast they 
had prepared, and which they sot down in little piles before him. Ho made 
the same answer to all their pressing invitations to cat, “ I am overcome, I am 
astonished, I cannot eat.” “ But how is it,” enquired his cousin, “that you 
who married Ngatimainoe women should express such astonishment at the 
every-day fare of that people, surely you enjoy tlio same advantages as 
myself by your connection with them?” In reply Apoka told him his 
suspicions respecting his wives, which had received confirmation by wbat he 
had seen during his visit. Tu te nretira advised him to refer the matter to 
the elders of the tribe at Wairau who would be only too glad to take up his 
quarrel that they might di82>osses8 Ngatimamoo of 'Wai2)a2)a, A 23 oka, 
satisfied with the advice, fose and returned fasting to his homo, where his 
wives brought him the usual meal, of which he 2>artook, and then retired to 
rest. To lull any suspicions that might arise respecting the object of his 
visit to Wairau, he set off for Waipa2)a early the next morning aocompaniod 
by a slave bearing his fishing tackle. The canoes were already launched 
when be arrived, and nil the men wore about starting on a fishing expedi- 
tion. On seeing him, however, the princi2ml chief of the place gave 
immediate orders that the canoes should be drawn up, and that everyone 
should return to the pa out of respect to his son-in-law. But when Apoka 
assured him that his only object in coming was to go with them, and that 
ho would be disappointed unless they wont, the canoes wore manned and 
they all started for tlie fishing ground. Only two fishes were caught, and 
these by Te Apoka. The whole party were much annoyed at their want of 
success, and regarded it as an ill omen. On landing, his friends begged 
Apoka to remain and partake of their hos2ntality, but he refused to stay and 
ordered his servant to bring the fish and to follow him. The first thing he 
did when he got home was to hang the fish up on the tuahu as an offering 
to his atiia. Ho then ordered his wives to prepare a quantity of fern-root as 
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he intended to take a long journey. When hia arrangements were com- 
pleted, he took one fish, and fastening it to the end of a rod, bore it on his 
shoulder to Wairau. His tribe no sooner saw him than they recognized the 
symbol which indicated a troubled mind, and immediately guessed his errand. 
They gave him a hearty welcome and crowded eagerly round to hoar the 
story of his wrongs. As he detailed the various circumstances tlieir indig- 
nation rose higher and higher, and when he j;>ropo8Gd to lead them against 
the Ngatimamoe young and old shouted with delight. It was agreed that 
the close relationship existing between himself and liis wives shielded them 
from punishment, but that the insult ihey had offered must bo wiped out 
by the blood of their tribe. Fearing to go near Tu te m*etira lest the enemy 
should bo warned, they took a very circuitous route and came upon the 
doomed pa at dawn. Apoka knowing it was the custom of the jdace to go 
early every day to fish, placed his men in ambush round the pa ; directing 
Uhikore, a warrior famed for hia bravery, to lie in wait under the principal 
chiefs canoe. His arrangements were scarcely completed before Paua 
himself appeared. He was a very tall man, and so powerful that, unaided, 
he could launch a war caiioe. He placed his shoulder against the bow of 
his canoe to push it as usual into the water, wheji Uhikore rose and felled 
him to the ground. The cry that Paua was killed struck terror into the 
hearts of the Ngatimamoe, and ere they could recover themselves the place 
was stormed and taken. A few only escaped ; the rest were cither eaten or 
reduced to slavery.* 

Apoka, whoso hatred scorned implacable, resolved to destroy that portion 
of Ngatimamoe over whom Tu te iiretira ruled. Ho sent Uhikore clothed in 
the spoils of Paua to inform him of his design. As he approached, tlie 
garments he wore were recognized byPaua’s relations, who bewailed his sad 
fate with loud lamentations. Deserted by Tu te uretira, who returned with 
Uhikore to the camp of his victorious countrymen, and dreading an attack, 
the Ngatimamoe abandoned the settlements, and iled down the coast towards 
Kaikoura, where they remained undisturbed for some years. Having chosen 
a strong position at Peketa, on the hill-side at the mouth of the Kahutara, 
they built a fortified pa, and being joined by other sections of the tnbe, they 
were emboldened to attack a fighting party of the Ngai Tahu. They suc- 
ceeded in capturing all the canoes but one, that of Te Kane, whicli escaped 
with the loss of the most of the crew. This led to a renewal of hostilities 
between the two tribes ; a battle was fought at Opokihi, and again on the 
banks of the Kahutara, in both which engagements Ngatimamoe wore 
defeated. They then rfctirod within their fortifications, and Ngai Tahu laid 
siege, but failed for many montlis to effect an entrance. A council of chiefs 

* Fall of Waipapa iu placed by some before the battle of Ika a whaturoa. 
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was then held, at which Bakai tauwheke proposed to draw the enemy out 
by stratagem. His plan was approved of, and he proposed to carry it out 
on the following morning. Putting on two featlier-mats, and armed with a 
patu paraoa, he wont before dawn to the beach, and entering the surf 
threw himself down and allowed the waves to carry him backwards and 
forwards, occasionally raising his arm a little that it might appear like a fin. 
The sentinels soon took notice of the dark object in the water, which they 
concluded must be either a seal or a young whale. The cry of “Ho ika 
moana! he ika moana!’* brought the whole pa to their doors, and a 
general rush towards the beach foliowed, each striving to secure the prize. 
The pa was so close to the shore that the people did not hesitate to open 
the gates, and the foremost man plunged into the surf, but before ho could 
discover his mistake the supposed fish rose and struck him dead. The 
alarm was immediately given, and the crowd fell back within the stockade 
and the scheme failed. Weakened and wearied by the war, the two tribes 
laid down their arms and made peace, which continued till broken by 
Manawa's raid on Omihi. 

The Kgatimamoc at that place were partly ruled by Takiauau, a Ngai 
Tohu and nephew of Te Tlangi wliakai)uta, who was related to the former 
tribe on the mother’s side. For some reason Manawa attacked these 
people. Having approached the pa with six companions for the purpose of 
reconnoitring, ho caught sight of the tu ao kura, or head ornament of 
Rakaimomona, father of Tukiauau, who was sitting outside his house. 
Manawa hurled a spear in that direction and pierced the old man through 
the heart, then without being aware of what he had done, he returned to 
join the main body of his followers, resolving to attack the pa at dawn. 
Within the pa all was confusion, the death of Rakaimomona produced a 
panic, and it was decided to evacuate the place during the night, but in order 
to conceal their intentions from the enemy, they loft fires burning in every 
house. Manawa, ignorant of what had happened, cautiously approached at 
dawn to invest the place, but not seeing anyone moving about, he sent 
scouts to the top of a neighbouring hill from which the pa could be over- 
looked, and they soon returned with the intelligence that the place was 
deserted. Manawa immediately returned to Waipapa and reported what 
had happened to Maru, who offered to follow the fugitives and to bring them 
back ; his secret reason for doing this beiiiy that his Ngatimarnoe connections 
might have an opportunity of avenging Uakaimomona's death at some future time. 
He found Tukiauau at Tutao putaputa where he was preserving his father's 
head, which he intended to keep, according to custom, at one end of his 
house, where, surrounded by mats, he and his children could look upon it# 
and think the old man was still amongst them. Maru urged Tukiauau not 
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to go any further, but to build his pa where he was, at Pakihi. This he 
consented to do, and Maru returned home. Not long afterwards a circum- 
stance occurred which indicates the existence of such a curious state of 
things,, that it is hard to understand how any tribe could exist when subject 
to such internal disorders, and where its leading members were animated by 
such opposite motives. 

Martt*8 daughter Bakai te kura was betrothed in infancy to Te Eangi 
tauhunga, sou of Te Bang! whakaputa ; notwitlistanding this, she married 
with her father's consent Tu a keka; this so incensed Te Bang! whakaputa 
that, on hearing of it, he went straight to Maru*s enclosure and killed one 
of his servants, Tu manawa rua, right before his face. So gross an outrage 
could not be patiently borne, and Maru sought the protection of Tukiauau 
with whom he remained till Te Eangi whakaputa was forced by the Ngoi 
Tahu, who regretted the absence of a favourite chief, to go and ask him to 
come back. On his arrival at Pakihi Maru presented him with a largo 
poha or kelp-vessel full of preserved birds, which was called Tohu raumati. 
Te Eangi whakaputa, while accepting it, refused to allow it to be opened, 
saying, ** It shall be for you Maru when you return to us.” As soon as Maru 
did reach Waipapa ho proposed that the poha should bo eaten on the war 
path, as they had a death to avenge. Maru could not kill the man who 
insulted him, nor any of his people, but he hoped that in fighting the 
common enemy some of To Kangi whakaputa's kin would be killed, and so 
payment for his murdered servant and injured honour would be obtained. 
Ngai Tahu, always eager for war, responded to Ijis invitation and followed 
him to the attack of Kura te au, a pa belonging to Ngaitaka. It was taken, 
and amongst tlie prisoners was llino Maka, a woman of rank, who was 
brought to Maru in order that ho might put her to death ; but instead of 
doing so he gave her in marriage to lus son, and when asked the reason for 
this strange act his reply was, “When my descendants, the offspring of this 
marriage, are taunted with being slaves on the mother’s side, the particulars 
will bo enquired into, and then it will bo found that the mother was taken 
prisoner when the death of my father was being avenged, so that the memory 
of my father’s death having been avenged will bo better preserved by sparing 
this woman than by killing her.” 

It was about this time that Ngai Tahu had a visit from a celebrated 
Ngatimamoe chief Te Eangi tauneko, who lived at Ohou near the Opihi 
river. He came as the champion of his tribe for the purpose of challenging 
Manawa to single combat with spears. But Manawa’s friends would not 
allow him to accept the challenge, fearing that he might be killed. Maru, 
however, was allowed to take it up, and at the appointed time, in the 
presence of the assembled warriors, the two chiefs encountered each other. • 
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Bangitauneke was the first to hurl his spear, which. Maru parried; then 
Maru, not wishing to kill him, threw his spear in such a manner as to pass 
between his legs and through his apron. Te Rangitaiineke acknowledged 
himself beaten and returned home, where ho was, shortly after, reported to 
be killed at Upokopipi, having been surprised by his enemies while sleeping 
with a woman in the grass outside his pa. His atua matamata, however, 
came to his rescue and licked up his blood, when ho recovered and re-entered 
the pa, now in his enemies’ hands ; having routed them ho set fire to the 
place, and retired with friends towards the south, where, after many 
encounters with Ngai Tahu, lie eventually died at Waihopai. 

During the peace which followed the taking of Kura te au, the most 
friendly intercourse existed between the various Maori communities; to 
such an extent did this prevail that Manawa even ventured to visit Tukiau- 
au, whoso father he had killed a few years before. The object of the visit 
was to see the far-famed beauty Te ahua rangi, daughter of Tii whakapau, 
with a view to making at some future time a proposal of marriage on behalf 
of his son Te rua hikihiki. He did not conceal from his own people that 
he hoped, by means of this marriage, to secure the Ngatimamoo hapu, to 
which the beauty belonged, as his son’s serfs. The idea tickled the fancy 
of his followers, who, while employed fastening the side-boards of his canoe 
preparatory to his departure, could not refrain from joking about the people 
who were so soon to become their chief’s pori. “Eh I this is a grand 
idea,” said one. Ah I said another, “wait till you have successfully snared 
the thick-necked bird of Ilika roroa.” The visit passed off pleasantly, and 
Manawa was returning home ; the people were flocking to the beach side of 
the pa to wisli him good-bye, when Te Rangi whakaputa hearing some one 
sobbing, turned round and saw it was Tukiauaii. “Are you a woman that 
you cry?” “No,” said he, “T am only gidcving at my brother’s departure.” 
“ Beware I” was the reply. “ Do not use green flax, but whitau. Do not 
take the foremost nor the hindermost, but the one in the middle, kopu para 
para, the star of the year himself. Do not divulge this hint of mine.” 
The suggestion, so treacherously made by Manawa’s friend and companion 
in arms, was not forgotten, as the sequel will sliow. Having waited an 
appropriate time, Manawa returned to Pakihi to obtain the formal consent 
of Tu whakapau to his daughter’s marriage with his son. Accompanied by 
100 followers he approached the pa, being welcomed with the customary greet- 
ings. Amongst his party were Maru’s brother and several other relations of 
Ilia ; these were led by Hine umutahito her house, while the rest were shown 
into a large house set apart for their reception. Manawa was the last to 
enter the pa, and as ho bent his head in passing through the low gateway, 
* TokiauaU) who was standing just inside it, struck him a violent blow with 
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a stone axe* Monawa staggered forward, but before he reached his com- 
panions he received a still more violent blow on the head. Immediately he 
got into the house the door was closed, and the old chief, after wiping the 
blood from his face, addressed his men. He told them that their case was 
hopeless. Caught in a trap and surrouJided by overpowering numbers they 
must prepare to die ; all that ho desired was that m attempt should bo 
made to convey to the Ngai Tahu tidings of their cruel fate. Many volun- 
teered for the dangerous service. One having been chosen from the 
number, Manawa, after smearing liis forehead with the blood from his 
own wound, charged him to be brave, and committing him to the care of 
bis atuas sent him forth. Hundreds of B|)carB were aimed at the 
messenger, who fell transfixed before he had advanced a pace. Again and 
again the attempt to escape was repeakul, but in vain. The imprisoned 
band grew dispirited, and Manawa failed to obtain a ready response to his 
call for more volunteers. At length a youth closely related to him offered 
to make a last attempt. The moment was propitious ; the enemy, certain 
of success, guarded the door with less vigilance. Smeared with the dying 
chiefs blood, and charged with his last message to his family and tribe, 
Tahua sprang forth ; warding off tho spears hurled at him and evading his 
pursuers among tho houses and enclosures ho reached the outer fence, over 
which ho climbed in safety and turned to rush down tlie liill. But the 
only path bristled with spears. His enemies were pressing upon him. One 
chance for life remaiuod. The pa stood on tho edge of a cliff ; by leaping 
down upon the beach below he might oscapo. lie made the attempt ; and 
a shout of triumph rose from his foes when they saw his body extended upon 
the sands ; but their rage know no bounds when ho sprang uj), and in a 
loud voice defied tlicm to track the swift feet of the son of Tahu. To allay 
the suspicious of those whom he mot as he fled along tho coast, ho gavo out 
that lie was returning for something forgotten at the last camping-place, 
and thus successfully passed on to Waipapa. The Ngatimamoe now pro- 
ceeded to kill and eat the victims of their treachery. 

The Ngai Tabu were quite uumanned by the startling intelligence brought 
by Tahua. After Manawa’ s friendly reception on a previous visit toPakihi, 
they were unprepared for this act of revenge for the death of Tukiauau’s 
father. They determined to let a year pass before they avenged the death 
of their chief, fearing lest a panic might seize them should they light too soon 
on ground whore blood dear to them had been so recently spilt. They 
preferred waiting till tho grass had ovorgi-own the oven in which Manawa 
was cooked, and hidden all traces of his sad fate. When that time arrived 
a war party was summoned, and it was decided to proceed by sea. All the 
chiefs except Te Kane were ready on the appointed day, and he was told to 
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follow. Vexed at being left behind he iirged liis men to hasten the fittings 
of his oanoe, and as soon as they wore oompletod he launched forth and 
sailed in quest of his friends. On the second day he saw their fires, but 
passing by them landed on a point which served to conceal his canoe, but 
from which ho could watch the Ngatimainoo pa. Seeing the enemy leaving 
tlie shore to fish in the morning he waited till they anchored, and then, 
issuing from his retreat, charged down upon them. He succeeded in 
capturing one canoe, and having killed all on board except the chief, he 
rowed back to the 2)lacc where he had last seen his comrade’s fires. They 
took him at first for an enemy and were not a little surprised when they 
recognized the veiy man whom they were waiting for. Seeing he had a 
prisoner, they called to ask wlio ho was. “ Tukaroua,” replied Kane. 
“He is my brother-in-law,” shouted Maru, wlio came running down to tlio 
edge of the water with a mat * to cover him. Kane, fearing his life would be 
spared, stooped down and bit off bis right ear and ate it. “ Oh I oh !” cried 
the man. “Alia,” said Kane. “Did Manawa cry out when ho was struck?” 
and stooping down, he hit tlie other car off. The brother-in-law seeing 
Kane’s determination to retahatc Manawa’s death upon the prisoner, 
reluctantly gave him up to bo eaten. 

The next day Nf?ni Tabu laid scige to Pakilii, but its strong position 
baffled every effort made to take it. Food failed besiegers and besieged. The 
Ngai Tabu were about to retire, when Tii to rajigi apiapi ivho ii as related to 
persons in the pa, hit upon a plan for its destruction. Without divulging his 
design ho asked permission to visit the Ngatimamoe for the ostensible 
puiq)ose of offeruig conditions of i)oacc. Uo was well received by tlie 
besieged and his visits became frequent and long continued. Tlie Ngai Tahu 
grew impatient at the delay and wanted to know how ho was to effect his 
object. “ Wait,” he said, “ till a nor’wester blows, and then seize the opportu- 
nity afforded to you.” When the wind blew from the desired quarter, Tu te 
raugi apiapi wont as usual and seated himself in the doorway of a kauta, 
near tlie lower end of the pa and on the windwai'd side. Having procured 
one of the long stones with which the women prepared the fern-root, ho 
fastened one end to a piece of green flax and put the other into a fire ; 
when it was red hot he watclicd his opportunity and slung it into the 
thatch of an adjoining house. A cry of fire soon arose. The unsuspected 
perpetrator of the deed rushed out to assist the crowds who were trying to 
extinguish the flames, but in his apparent haste to pull off the burning 
thatch, ho threw it in such a manner that the wind might blow it on to the 
other liouROfl, and in a few moments the whole place was involved in the 

* If a chief wished to spare a particular prisoner he throw one of his garments over 

him. 
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conflagration. Under cover of the smoke, the Ngai Tahu entered and* a 
general massacre ensued. Amongst those who fled was Tu mataiao. Tu to 
uretira, mindful of his former boast, pursued after him, and this time 
caught him. ** Let mo live,” he begged. “ Ah I was it not you who said 
I could not catch by morning the feet moving like the swift quivering 
raupo? Come with me to the camp.” Arrived there, Maru beckoned for 
Tu mataiao to be brought to his side, where he made room for him upon 
his mat. The poor wi^etch thought his life was now safe, wlien to his 
dismay Maru the merciful rose up, and, addressing the tribe, said — ” Here, 
take your food, only take care first to burn off the skin that has nestled 
beside that of your sister.” Tu mataiao was then seized and put to death 
and eaten. 

Weakened by successive defeats the Ngatimamoe gradually retired 
southwards, and we do not hear of their making any very determined stand 
between the fall of Pakilii, or Pari whakatan, and the gi’eat battle on the 
banks of the Apariina thirty years afterwards, when their forces were 
completely annihilated, although constant petty encounters between tlie 
two contending tribes continued up to the very last. It was during this 
interval that the fugitives from Pakihi are said to have lived in caves, wliero 
traces of their occupation arc shown in the rude drawiiigs overlying those 
of a more ancient date ; the reason giveji for their choosing such temporary 
shelter being that they thought they were less hkely to be attacked, *H|pd if 
they were they would be in a better position to escape. Tukiauau, who 
escaped with his sou and a few followers, separated from the main body of 
fugitives and went down to the Wailiora lake where he built a pa. Whilo 
there his son Koroki whiti made the acquaintance of llaki te kura, the 
daughter of the chief whose pa stood at the mouth of the Taiari. This 
maiden, unknown to her friends, used to meet lier lover on the sands when 
the tide was low, and these clandestine meetings continued up to tlie time 
of Tukiauau’s departure fui-thcr south ; for, hearing rumours of Ngai Tabu 
movements, he became alarmed and determined to place himself beyond 
pursuit. Accordingly he abandoned his pa at Wailiora and embarked with 
his followers in a large war canoe. As they were passing below her father’s 
pa, Haki te kura, eager to join her lover, jumped off the cliff into the water, 
but in doing so either fell upon a rock or on the edge of tlie canoe and was 
killed. Tu wiri roa, overwhelmed with grief and rage, swore to destroy the 
man who was the oause of his daughter’s death. Waiting for a while to 
lull suspicion he followed in Tukiauau’s wake, but could not for a long 
time discover his retreat, which was at length betrayed by the smoke of a 
fire on the island of Rakiura. Concealing himself bohind some islets ho 
waited till a canoe, manned by a large number of persons, came out to fish; 
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Vfixen they had anchored, and their attention was fixed upon their lines, Tu 
wiri roa bore down upon them and cut off their escape. Taken unawares 
without their weapons the crew were easily overpowered and put to death, 
anl all their companions on shore soon after shared their fate. 

Waitai. 

It does not appear that Waitai, after separating himself from the main 
body of Ngai Tahu and fixiiig his residence in the south, was ever as 
successful in his encounters with Ngaiimamoe as those whom he deserted ; 
whilst they made a clean swoop of their opponents driving them steadily 
down the coast before them, Waitai seems to have been content to plant 
stations here and tlicre amongst Ngatimamoo without attempting their 
subjugation. Wc find liim in alliance with To Bangi tan nelce, and joining 
with him in expeditions against To Kapuwai or Waitaha who were still 
numerous inland. Tliirty years after the conquest of the northern part of 
the island, Ngatimamoo were still so strong in the south that they threatened 
the existence of the Ngai Tahu settlements tlicrc. 

Amongst tlie most noted chiefs who followed in Waitaha’s "wake was Te 
Wera, M'ho for a time occupied a strong position at the mouth of the 
Waikouaiti river. He is more distinguished for his achiovomonts against 
his own tribe in the south than against the common enemy. He finally 
settled at Rakiura, where ho lived principally on soal’s flesh and grew very 
fat.# At the “Neck'’ a place called “the Fright of Te Wera” is pointed out 
where his first encounter with a seal took place ; when he confessed that he, 
who never knew wlnit fear was in any battle with men, felt terrified then. 
On his death-bed ho advised his family to return to the main land, “ that 
they might lie on a fragrant bod, and not on a stinking one like his.” An 
oven in his estimation being preferable to a grave.” 

Wharau ntja pn raho niii. 

Wo now enter on the second period of the Ngai Talm occupation, the 
first having closed with the fall of Pakihi aud the dispersion of its 
inhabitants. The invaders now hold entire possession of the country 
from Wairau southwards as far as Waihora, and occupied fortified pas 
here and there throughout the Ngatimamoo country as far south as 
Bakiura. 

The second period opens with the arrival, about the year 1727, of a 
party of young chiefs at Kaiapoi, known as tlie Wharaunga puralio niii, or 
colonising noblemen, consisting of the sons of the j^riucipal Ngai Tahu 
chiefs, some of whom had been brought up in the other island by their 
Kahununu relations. Amongst them were the sons of Turakautahi. This 
chief had selected Kaiai>oi as his residence, where ho established a reputation 
for hospitality— a virtue which on his death-bed he enjoined his posterity to 
oontiiitie for ever the practice of. 
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Taking Possession of the Land, 

These young chiefs havhig ascertained from persons familiar witli the 
physical features of the country the names of the various localities, pro- 
ceeded to divide the unallotted part of the country amongst themselves. 
And their procedure on this occasion is of particular interest, as it serves 
to illustrate one method by which the Maoris acquired title to land. 

Kakapo skins were at that time highly prized, and every one of the party 
was desirous to secure a preserve for himself. As they approached the 
mountain known as Whata arama, they each claimed a peak of the range. 
** That is mine,** cried Mold, ** that my daughter, Te ao tukia, may possess 
a kilt of kakapo skins to make her fragrant and beautiful.” ** Mine,” cried 
.Tane tiki, “ that the kakapo skins may form a kilt for my daughter Iline 
mihi.” ‘‘Mine,” cried llikatutao, “that the kakapo skins may form a 
girdle for my daughter Kaiata.” Moki, one of the party, had his servant 
with him, who whispered in his ear, “ Wait, do not claim anything yet 
and then the man climbed up into a tree. “What are you doing?” said 
the rest of the party. “Only breaking off the dry branches to light our fire 
with — 'but he was in reality looking out for the mountain Turakautahi 
had told his master was the place where tlie kakapo were most abundant. 
Presently he espied the far-famed peak. “My mountain Kura tawhiti!” 
he cried. “Ours!” said Mold. The claim w’as at once recognized by the 
other members of the exploring expedition, and Moki’s descendants have 
ever since enjoyed the exclusive right to hunt kakapo on Kui-a tawhiti. 

Hostilities against Ngatimamoe were renew’ed on the aiTival of these 
young chiefs and the infusion of new blood into tlie NgaiTaliu war counsels. 
An expedition under the command of Moki was sent in the canoe Makawhiua 
against Parakakarild on the south-eastern side of tlie peninsula. After 
destroying that pa Moki returned to Koukourarata, where he landed and 
proceeded over the hills to Waikakahi, whore Tu to kawa, who killed his 
grandfather’s wives, was still living, though now a very old man. This 
chief, whoso flight south has already been mentioned, settled first at 
Okohana because eels were plentiful there, but finding those of Waihora 
were of a better quality, lie removed to the sliores of that lake, and built a 
pa at Waikakalii, while his son Te Kangitamau built another at Taumutu. 
Surrounded by his allies and at such a great distance from his enemies, 
Tu te kaw^a thought himself quite safe ; but the avenger of blood was already 
on his track, and he was doomed to die a violent death. The shadow of 
Moki’s form across his threshold was the first intimation of immediate 
danger which the Waikakahi people had. The old cliief, infirm and helpless, 
was found coiled up in las mats in a corner of his house, and a natural 
impulse prompted Moki and his brothers at the last moment to shield their 
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kinsman, but the avenger of blood thrust his spear between them, and 
plunged it into the old man's body. 

Having ascertained that Te Bangitamau was away at Taumutu, and not 
knowing what course he might take, Moki gave orders that a watch should 
be kept during the night round the camp to guard against surprise, but his 
orders were disregarded. Te Bangitamau, whose suspicions were aroused by 
observing a more than ordinary quantity of smoke arising from the neighbour- 
hood of his father's pa, set off at once for the place, which he reached after 
dark. Passing through the sleeping warriors he approached liis father’s 
house, and looking in saw his wife Puna hikoia sitting by the fire. Stepping 
in he touched her gently on the shoulder, and putting his finger to his lips 
as a signal to keep silence, beckoned her to come outside. There he 
questioned her about what had happened, and finding that she and his 
ohildron had been kindly treated, he told his wife to wake Moki after he was 
gone, and to give him this message, ** Your life was in my hands, but 1 gave 
it back to you.” Then taking off his dog-skin mat he placed it across Mold’s 
knees, and hurried away to lus own stronghold on the hill close by. When 
Puna hikoia thought her husband safe from pursuit, she woke Mold and gave 
him the message. Moki felt the mat, and was convinced the woman spoke 
the trutli. He was greatly moitified at being caught sleeping, as it was 
always injuiious to a warrior’s reputation to bo discovered off his guard. 
Issuing from the whare he roused his sleeping followers with the words 
which have since become proverbial, “ Ngai tuwhaitara mata hori.’ ’ 0, deaf- 
eared Tuwhaitara I The next day negociations were entered into with Te 
Bangitamau and peace restored between him and Ids kinsmen. 

West Coatii Maoris, Discovery of Greenstone, 

It is not till die Ngoi Tahu conquests reached Horowhenua that we hear 
anytliing of Ngati Wairangi, the tribe occupying the west coast, who, like 
Ngatimamoe and Ngai Tahu, were descendants of Tura, and crossed over 
to this island almost the same time with them. Hitherto they had been shut 
off from communication widi the east coast by what were thought to be 
impassable natural barriers, till a mad woman named Baureka discovered a 
way through them. Wandering from her home this woman went up the 
bed of the Hokitika river, and then across what is known as Browny Pass, 
and thence down to the east coast. There in the neighbourhood of 
Horowhenua she came upon some men engaged in shaping a canoe, and 
taking notice of their tools remarked how very blunt they were. The men 
asked if slie knew of any better. She replied by taking a little packet from 
her bosom, which she carefully unfolded, and displayed a sharp fragment of 
greenstone. This was the first the natives there had ever seen, and they 
were so delighted with the discovery that they sent a party immediately 
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over tibe ranges to fetch some, and it subsequently came into general use 
for tools and weapons, those made of inferior materials being discarded. 
Eaureka’s packet marks a period, though not a very distant one, seeing that 
if she was a co-temporary of Moki she arrived at Horowhenua about 1700. 

It does not follow from this account of the discovery of greenstone that 
it was unknown to all in the North Island, for the Hawaikians acquired 
their knowledge of the existence of New Zealand from Ngahue, whose god 
was a sea-monster called Poutini. A woman named Hine tuaohoanga 
caused this man to be driven away from Hawaiki. He rode on the back of 
his sea-monster to Tuhiia ; but being pursued thither by Hine tuaohoanga, 
he passed on to Ao-te-aroa (North Island) ; but fearing it was too close, 
continued his voyage and settled at Arahura, where he discovered tlio 
greenstone, which was valuable enough to ensure him a safe return to 
Hawaiki, and it was with axes made of this greenstone that the canoes were 
shaped in which tlie first immigrants arrived. There is strong presumptive 
evidence that this story is a myth, but it is just possible Ngahue’s monster 
may have boon a proa or junk, as European vessels, when first seen, were 
called atuas by the Maoris. The descendants of Maru tuahu at Hauraki 
show a hoi tiki, which they say ho wore when ho arrived in New Zealand. 
It has been handed down from genei-ation to generation, being alternately 
in possession of his Taranaki and Hauraki descendants. It is quite 
possible, too, that traffic in greenstone between Ngati Wairangi and the 
North Island tribes bordering on Cook Straits may have been in existence 
for many years before it became known to Ngai Tahu. 

The discovery of greenstone brought Ngati Wairangi into collision with 
Ngai Tahu, and blood was shod. To avenge this, Turakautahi asked Te 
Eangitamau to undertake the command of an expedition, which he accepted. 
The route chosen was up the Eakaia, with which locality Te Eangitamau 
was familiar. Somewhere between Kanieri and Kokatahi he fell m with Te 
Uekauuka, a chief celebrated as much for his enormous size as for his great 
courage, whom he killed. Having accomplished his object To Eangitamau 
returned. The next expedition was attended with very disastrous results, 
being defeated by Ngati Wairangi at Mahinapua, where Tane tiki, Tu te 
pirirangi, and Tutae inaro were slain ; the survivors with difficulty qjOfecting 
their retreat. 

To avenge this loss a third expedition was sent under the command 
of Moki and Maka, who defeated Ngati Wairangi at Otuku whakaoka. 

The struggle between the two tribes continued till within tlie last fifty 
years, when Tuhurii and his brotlier Te Pare overcame Ngati Wairangi at 
the battle of Paparoa, and, assisted by Te ao whakamaru and Puku, 
completed their destruction. The present r^idents on the coast are Ngai 
Tahu. 
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Haul on the SoiUh* 

The sons of Turakautahi, who were eager to emulate the brave deeds of 
the Hataitai warriors, determined to follow up their suecesses and complete 
the conquest of the Ngaiimamoe. They planned a raid on the south, and 
Kaweriri was placed in chief command. On crossing the Waitaki the force 
divided into two parts, one proceeded by an inland road, the other along 
the coast; by this manoeuvre they succeeded in driving those of the 
Ngatimamoe who were not in alliance with Ngai Tabu hapus before them, 
till they reached Aparima, where, at Tara hau kapiti, or Wai tara mea, they 
were brought to bay. Botli sides displayed the greatest courage, and for a 
W’hile the issue of the struggle was uncertain. To the consternation of Ngai 
Tahu, their leader and foremost warrior, Kaweriri, was mortally wounded 
by Tu to makohii, and for a moment they wavered, but observing that they 
ralliod again, that chief dreading the coiisoquences of his deed retired from 
the field ; but he was observed and pursued by a young warrior, Te mai 
werohia, who thought to earn a reputation by avenging the death of his 
loader. ^Heaving tlie sound of footsteps Tu to makohu turned and asked who 
it was that was following him. On hcarhig the name and recognizing it, 
he asked whether his pursuer was the soji of Kiri teka toka (a relative of 
his own married to a Ngai Tahu). When told that ho was, he said “ Turn 
back, lest you fall by the haudof yoiu* mother’s kinsman.” In the meantime 
Parakioro having recovered from the shock produced by his brother’s death, 
was now in hot pursuit of Tu to makohu, and this parley afforded the 
opportiuiity of overtaking him. The fugitive was making his way up a 
steep hill-side, and already heard the hard quick breathing of Ins pursuer 
when ho invoked tlie aid of his atua, who caused a friendly mist to descend 
and hide him from pursuit : reminding us of the scene on the plains of 
Troy, when Menelaus with vindictive strides rushed again 
“ On Paris spear in hand, but her involved 
In mist opa(ino, Venus with ease divine 
Snatched thence,” 

Ngatimamoe being defeated retired some miles up the river, whore they 
took up a fortified position, and being still superior to their assailants in 
number hoped to make a successful stand. But their hopes were doomed 
to disappointment, for in a few days they were again attacked, and after a 
desperate resistance defeated with great slaughter at Teihoka, where, till 
quite recently, the bleaching bones witnessed to the numbers of the slain. 
The few who escaped fled into the forests towards the west, across the lake 
Te Anau. 

Those portions of the tribe scattered along the coast from Otakou to the 
sounds, were in the course of a few years destroyed or absorbed into the 
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Ngfti Tabu ; and the Ngatimamoei as a distinct and independent tribe, may 
be said to have perished at Toihoka. Those in alliance with Ngai Tahu 
were still numerous, but tlieir position was felt to be so insecure that, on 
the return of Turakautahi*s sons from their successful raid. To Bangi ihia, 
a noted Ngatimamoe chief residing at Matau, determined to proceed to 
Kaiapoi and make lasting terms of peace with the conquerors. He was 
kindly received ; and to cement the treaty then made, Hine hakiri, one of 
the ruling family of Ngai Tahu, was given to him in marriage ; and his own 
sister, Kohiwai, was married to Hone kai, son of Te Haii. Kangi ihia 
resided with his wife's relations till after the birth of his son Pari, when 
they advised him to return, as it was their wish to embody Bangi ihia's 
hapu with their own and to make the boy chief of both. Te Hau and 
Turakautahi’s sons escorted Bangi ihia to the south. On reaching homo 
ho was shocked to see one of his sisters cooking food like a common slave. 
When leaving her behind, he had taken care to provide such attendance as 
befitted her rank, and ho could not account for her being reduced to such 
straits as to be obliged to cook her own food. Suppressing his indignation till 
night'fall, ho took the opportunity when all was quiet of askitjg her why she 
had so demeaned herself. iJlie then told him that, after ho left, her maids 
married and deserted her. Seizing his weapons, Bangi ihia having ascer- 
tained where they were to bo found wont to the house occupied by the 
runaways and killed both tlie women. As ho turned his back to go out again, 
one of the husbands drove a spear into his shoulder, the point breaking off 
against the bone. On reaching his own whare, Te Hau pulled this out with 
his tooth, and apj)lied a tootoe plaster to the wound. While Bang! ihia was 
recovering, he unfortunately sneered at the weakness of the arm which had 
struck him: “Had it been my own the thrust would have been fatal,” 
This coming to the ears of the injured men, they scraped the end of the 
spear and got off the diy blood adhering to it, and, by performing incanta- 
tions over it, produced symptoms of madness in Bangi ihia, who shortly 
afterwards died. Before his death, he turned to his friend Te Hau and 
said, “ When I am gone, do not let my brothers live ; they are bitter men, 
and will slay my children.” It was at Otepoti whore he was being treated 
for his wound and died. His brothers and their people wore camped at a 
short distance off on the other end of the bay. On calling out one day to 
ask how tlae patient was, their suspicions were roused by the way in which 

the answer was given. The person replying called out, “Ho is and 

then paused suddenly as if being remonstrated with, finishing tlie sentence 
by saying — V gone with his wife and children,” Ngatimamoe entered the 
Ngai Tahu comp shortly after, when Te Hau, mindful of the dying chiefs 
charge, fell upon his brothers, Taihua and Te Bangiamohia, and killed them. 
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Te Bang! ihia wa^s buried iu accordance with his own desire on the peak 
Te raka a runga te raki, ** that his spirit might seo from thence his old 
haunts to the southward.” His wife and children were sent back to their 
friends in tlie north, while To Hau took up his quarters at Pukekura. 

Final Destruction of Ntjatmaime, 

Many years after Bang! ihia's death, his bones wore carried down by a 
landslip to the beach, where, being picked up by a Ngai Tahu, he made a 
fish-hook of one, and when using this made some insolent remark about the 
old man on the hill holding the hapuku well. A Ngatimamoe who was 
present rcpoi*tod the words to his companions, who remarked, “ Tlie two 
brothers died in open fight, but this man has been dishonoured after death, 
and the insult must be avenged.” An opportunity occurred shortly after for 
accomplishing their meditated act of retaliation. A party had been sent from 
Pukekura to Rauone to collect fern-root. There Tane toro tika, son of 
Taoka and grandson of Manawa, a young chief of very high rank, was 
surprised and taken prisoner ; on being carried to the presence of Te 
Maui, that chief seeing him said, “ This comb-fastening is equal to that 
comb-fastening,” and thereupon killed him. Tai kawa, a Ngai Tahu 
warrior, immediately after the deed, came upon the band of Ngatimamoe 
and asked what had become of the prisoner. Wlien told that they had 
killed him, he said, “You have done foolishly, for not a soul of you will now 
be spared ; you will be banished to the haunts of the Moho, and in the 
depths of the forest will he your only safety.” 

This threat was soon after carried into effect by Te Hau, who, after a 
series of engagements, drove the remnants of Ngatimamoe into the dense 
forests that cover the south-wcRtern coast, where farther pursuit was 
useless. Traces of those fugitives have been met witli up to a very recent 
date. 

About fifty years ago Te Eimu rapa, while on his way to plunder a 
Boaling-statiou, discovered a woman who called herself Tu ai te kura ; 
finding that she was a Ngatimamoe, he cruelly killed and devoured her on 
the spot. About six years afterwards To wao wao surprised two men while 
he was out eel-spearing near Aparima, hut they escaped before he could 
catch them. In 1842 a scaling party, while pulling up one of tlie sounds, 
observed smoko issuing from tlie face of a cliff. Climbing to the spot they 
found a cave evidently just deserted. It w^as portioned across the middle — 
the inner part being used as a sleeping place, the outer for cooking. They 
found a handsome feather-mat, a patu paraoa, some fish-hooks, and some 
flax-baskets in process of making. An attempt was made to pursue the 
late inmates, but it had to be abandoned, for the undergrowth iu the forest 
was so dense, and the paths so numerous, that the pursuers were a&aid of 
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being lost in the maze or falling into an ambuscade ; they, therefore, 
returned to the boat, carrying with them the articles they found in the 
cave. These were exhibited at Otakou, the Peninsula, and Kaiapoi. The 
mat was sent to Otaki, and the patu paraoa was eventually given to mo by 
Te muru, an old chief at Port Levy. 

Aperahama Hutoitoi of Nga whakaputaputa affirms that four years 
ago, when sealing in the sounds, he saw smoko in the distance, and visiting 
the spot the next day observed the footprints of several persons on the 
sands, evidently Maoris from the shape of tlie feet. 

Having suffered so cruelly from Ngai Tahu, the survivors of the 
persecuted tribe seem to be always in a state of flight, imagining that their 
ancient foes ore still in pursuit. Though the country has of late years been 
well explored by “ prospecting ” parties without any people being found, it 
is just possible that a small remnant may still remain secreted in the 
recesses of tliat inaccessible region. 

I nternal Dmmsions, 

No sooner were they freed from anxiety about the coinmon foe than old 
feuds revived, and fresh quarrels broke out between the different hapus and 
sections of hapus of the Ngai Tahu, till the whole country i)resented such a 
scone of anarchy and strife, that it is hardly possible to give a connected 
account of the innumerable petty contests whicli took place at this period. 

One event whicli occuiTed on the xioninsula, and which is almost comic 
in its ghastliness, will serve as a si)ecimen of the warfare in those times. 
Ngatiwpirua and Ngai Tuwhaitara being involved in a quarrel, To Wera took 
up the cause of the former, and in the flght at Tara ka liiiia a tea killed Kiri 
mahinaliiua. This man was a tohunga who taught history incorrectly. It 
was he who told tlie younger Turakautalii that Tiki made man, whilst tlie 
fathers had always said that it was To. Te Wera adopted a novel method 
of preventing his teaching surviving him or his spirit escaping and perverting 
the mind of any otlier tohunga. Having made an oven capable of contain- 
ing the entire body, ho carefully plugged the mouth, nose, ears, and rectum, 
and then cooked and ate the heretical teacher. 

The history of Ngai Tahu from this period till the taking of Kaiapoi by 
Te Eauparaha in 1827, is but a repetition on a smaller scale amongst 
themselves of the scenes enacted during their struggle with Ngatimamoe, 
and may very well be omitted from this iiaper, which does not profess to bo 
anything more than a brief sketch. It may prevent misapprehension if I 
here state that in ti*acing tlie history of Ngai.Talm, I have purposely avoided 
alluding to the exploits of particular hapus, — ^a favourite practice of tlio Maori 
annalist, but fraught with confusion to the European reader, who would 
be sorely puzzled amongst the multiplicity of so-called tribes, to know which 
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belonged to the invaders and which to the invaded. I have classed the 
allies, hapus, and sections of hapus of each tribe under one oommon 
appellation ; Maoris may say I am wrong, but I appeal from them to 
the common sense of my English readers, and am hopeful of their verdict 
in my favour. 


Art. VI . — On the In fluence of the Earth's notation on Rivers. 

By A. C. Baines. 

[Read before the Philosophical Institute of Canterbury^ ith October^ 1877 .] 

In his address to this Institute, delivered on April 5th, 1877, Dr. von 
Haast devotes some space to the explanation of the impoiiant fact that 
rivers, whose banks are composed of loose materials, wear away their right 
banks in the northern hemisphere and their left in the southern, at the 
same time building up the opposite banka. 

Dr. von Haast gives an account of the theory of Von Baer, who first 
showed that the observed changes in the courses of rivers might be 
explained as a consequence of the earth's rotation. Von Baer’s explanation 
depends upon a well known meclianical theorem, by which the westward 
motion of the trade winds had previously been accounted for, and which 
may be thus stated — A body moving on a meridian tends to be deflected 
towards the right in the northern hemisphere, and towards the left in the 
southern, in consequence of the change in its eastward velocity as it 
approaches or recedes from the earth's axis.” The change in the eastward 
velocity, it is necessary to observe, accounts for only a part of tlio deflecting 
force. The direction of motion in space is also changing as the earth 
revolves. A railway ti’uck moving on a meridian in the southern hemis- 
phere has its line of motion turned round in the same direction as that of 
the hands of a watch. There must consequently be a pressure against the 
truck towards the right, and an equal i>resBurG against tire rails towards the 
left, which must be added to that caused by the change of eastward velocity. 

The explanation given by Von Baer does not account for the fact that 
where the course of a river is east and west the banks are worn away in the 
same manner as where the course is on a meridian. To explain this it must 
be shown that a body moving at right angles to the meridian tends to be 
deflected. 

A body resting on the earth’s surface, and free to move in any direction 
upon it, is maintained in equilibrium by attraction directed towards the 
oarih’s centre, and centrifugal force directed away from the axis. Ii the 
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centrifugal force ceased^ the body would evidently move towards the nearest 
polCi as down a hill. From the poles to the equator may therefore be 
regaorded as up-hill— bodies free to move being prevented from going down 
towards the poles by centrifugal force. Suppose, now, a body to move from 
west to east, that is, in the same direction as the earth revolves ; the 
centrifugal force of the body is increased and there is a tendency to move 
up-hill, towards the equator. If the motion be from east to west, the 
centrifugal force is diminished, and the body tends towards the pole. In 
each case the tendency is towards the right in the northern hemisphere and 
towards the left in the southern. 

The deflecting force arising from the earth’s rotation being a horizontal 
force acting always at right angles to the direction of motion, its effect on a 
stream in the southern hemisphere must bo to raise the water-level at the 
left bank and lower it at the right, and this difference of level by increasing 
the depth would increase the velocity, and consequently the erosive power at 
the left bank. It might appear that tlie wearing away of the left banks of 
rivers in tlie soutliern hemisphere is thus accountcil for, but examination 
will make it evident tliat this explanation is insufficient. It will bo shown 
that the difference of level at the opposite sides of a stream in lat. 45^, whose 
mean velocity is three miles an hour, is y-j ^- 5 ^ of the vridth, which in a 
stream a mile wide is only ^ inch. The effect of the small difference in 
the erosive power, due to that difference of level — in causing unequal 
wearing away of the banks — would be neutralized, if the left bank were 
composed of slightly border material than the right ; or if the left bank were 
a little higher, so that the quantity of material to be removed for each foot 
cut away horizontally would bo greater than at the right. The small 
difference of erosive power could not explain how it is that, as a general 
rule, the bonk wliich is being worn away is much the highest, the opposite 
bank being, in many rivers, below flood level, especially when it is taken 
into consideration that the material below the water-line at the high bank 
has been consolidated by superincumbent pressure, and made more compact 
and difficult to break up than the loose recent deposit of the river, of which 
the low bank consists. Take for instance the lower course of the river 
Rangitata, where there is a high terrace on the left, and a low plain on the 
right. The erosive power at the left bank would have to bo many times, 
instead of a small fraction, greater than at the right, to account for the high 
terrace being cut away instead of the low plain. 

I shall try to show that the changes in river-courses ai*e due to the 
unequal velocities of the surface and bottom layers of running water. 

In ordinary streams the velocity increases nearly uniformly from the 
bottom to tlxe surface, the deflecting force being proportional to the 
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velocity of the moviug water. The water near the surface is urged towards 
the left bank with greater force than that near the bottom. To ascertain 
the kind of motion caused by these unequal forces : — Suppose the stream to 
be straight, of uniform cross-section, to be everywhere of the same depth, 
and imagine it to be divided into a great number of layers parallel to the 
surface, each moving with different velocity. Then, the increase of pressure 
against the left bank, due to the earth’s rotation, equals the sum of the 
deflecting forces, which sum is tlie same as if the mean deflecting force 
acted on every layer. Therefore, the water-level at the left bank is raised 
to the same height, and the surface-line of tlie cross-section is inclined to 
the horizon at the same angle as if the mean deflecting force acted on every 
layer, and the tangent of tlie inclination is the latter force divided by tlie 
force of gravitation. 

■■Illlllllllllllllll^^ The accompanying cut shows 

the a stream, the 

angle very exag- 

HHIIHHHHIHHHiHIHH gcrated. 

Let a be a small cube of water in any part of tlie cross-section whose 
volume is dx dy dz. 

the depths below tlie surface of tlie centres of the left and right 
sides of the cube respectively. 

the deflecting forces acting on tlie cube a and on a similar cube in 
the middle layer respectively. 

fi’, the weight of an unit of volume of water. 

Ai the angle of inclination of the surface of the stream from left to right. 
F, the resultant force acting on the cube a. 

Then F (h — h^) dy dz—f 

= tan A. ic dx dy dz — -f 


And tan A = — 

w dx dy dz 

Therefore F=/,— / 

That is, the resultant force acting on a particle in any part of the cross- 
section is the difference of the deflecting forces acting on that particle and 
a particle in the middle layer. This quantity is of different sign for 
particles situated above and below the middle line, showing that the 
resultant force acts in opposite directions, above and below that line. 
These forces must evidently cause a circulation, as shown by the arrows in 
tlie figure, wliich motion will be combined with that down the stream, so 
that the actual motion of any particle is inclined at a very small angle to 
the direction of the channel. It is clear that a very slow motion of the 
bottom layer from left to right must cause a transfer to the right side of the 
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river-bed of shingle and sand rolled along by the current. The effect of 
this is plainly to make the right shore more shelving and the left steeper, 
and to place the deepest part of the stream nearer the left bank. This 
will cause the velocity and consequently the erosion to be greater at the 
left bank. The right shore being more dielving will be more favourable to 
the deposition of sediment during the subsidence of floods. The continual 
building-up of the right bank explains how a river outs away on its left 
bonk harder material than that of which the right is composed ; while the 
latter, instead of being cut away, is being added to. The wearing away of 
a high terrace instead of a low flat on the opposite side of the river is 
similarly explained. 

The principal facts in connection with the changes of river courses are 
thus accounted for, which a minute difference in the erosive power at the 
opposite banks of rivers, caused directly by a difference of level, appears 
inadequate to explain. 

To find the deflecting force acting on a body moving on the earth’s 
surface in any direction : — 

Let /> be the position of the body on the groat 
circle A A\ the inclination of whoso plane to the plane 
of the equator is a, the motion of the body being 
towards A\ Let OA' bo the axis of a*, 00 the axis 
of «, that of y being perpendicular to the piano of 
the paper. 

Let d be tho angular velocity of the earth round 
the polar axis PP' ; Oi, Oj, the angular velocities round the axes of x and 
z respectively. 

Then dj = 0 sin a, O3 =; 9 cos a 
Let a = r cos 0, y = r sin ^ 

r being the radius of the earth, and ^ being measured from the axis of x 
towards that of y. 

0 p D being a sphorical triangle, and the angle D a right angle, 
sin p D = sin a cos ^ sin Lat. 

Tho equations of motion of a particle, referred to axes moving in any 
manner about a fixed origin, are— the mass being unity, — 

Y — v = i^ — + .Tfla 

Z = ^ ~ uOj + ffl, w = ~ + yOi 
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Therefore 

Xiss — 2^63 — xOl = — 2 008 a 008 ^ — r 6 * oob* a oob ^ 

At 

Y =s — 2^ 63 — y0\ — yO* = — 2 flF cos a sin ^ — r 6 ® sin ^ 

Z = ^ ©1 + arfl jO, = 2 0F Bin a 008 ^ 6’' sin a oos a 008 f 

At 

— 2 6 F sin Lat. + r 6 * sin a oos a cos ^ 

F being the velocity of the body on the earth’s surface. 

The terms in X, F, Z, not containing F, are the forces parallel to the 
axes, acting on a body at rest on the earth’s surface. Their resultant is 
therefore balanced by centrifugal force, and reaction of the earth’s surface. 
The terms containing V in X and F, being resolved along the tangent at p 
to the great circle A A\ cancel, showing that the earth’s rotation has no 
effect in accelerating or retarding a moving body. The term in X, 2 6 F 
sin Lat. represents a force acting in a tangent to the earth’s surface, and 
at right angles to the line of motion of the body, the positive sign showing 
that the constraining force is directed towards the left, the body having an 
equal tendency towards the right which is the deflecting force. 

Let the mean velocity of a stream be three miles an hour (the stream being 
assumed to bo everywhere of the same depth, and tlie velocity to be equal 
at equal depths below the surface), then the deflecting force being propor- 
tional to the velocity, the mean deflecting force acting on the stream is that 
due to a velocity of three miles an hour, and it has been shown that the angle 
of inclination of the surface lino of the cross-section to the horizon, is that 
whose tangent is the mean deflecting force divided by the force of gravita- 
tion = /i suppose — 

'V 

4 if, 2 d V sin Lat. 

And^ = — where 0 is the angular motion of the earth per 

second which is 0’0000729 

V = 8 miles an hour or 4*4 feet per second 
Sin Lat. -- sin 45^ 0*707 

Then -^ — ^ ^ ^ 0-00001408 

g 82'2 

_ 1 

“71028 

which multiplied by 68860, the number of inches in a mile, gives ^ inch 
nearly, which is the difference of level at the opposite sides of a stream a 
mile wide. 
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Abt. Vn.— 0/t a peculiar Method of Arrow Propulsion as observed amongst 
the Maoris, By Coleman Phillips. 

{Read before the Wellin*jlon Philosophical Society, September, 1877.] 

While lately in the Upper Thames District, at Ohinerauri, I observed some 
Maori boys playing witli an arrow. The peculiar method of propulsion 
arrested my attention, never having seen or even heard of the like before. 
The following is a brief description of the process : — 

The arrow was about nine inches in length, shaped like a mustard- 
spoon, and roughly carved out of a pieco of white pine (kahikatea). The 
shaft was square and contained a small notch about two n-nd a half inches 
from the point. 

The bow consisted of a piece of manuka, about 
throe feet in length and half an inch in diameter, 
quite straight, but clastic. The stnng was at- 
tached to one cud of this sticdi, the two together forming a perfect whip. A 
knot was tied at the end of the string, which was merely a common piece 
of twine. 

The mode of propulsion consisted in — 1st. Holding the arrow in the 
left hand ; 2nd. Placing the string in the notcli in the arrow ; and 8rd. 
Whipping the arrow into the air, or at any desii’ed object. The boys at 
play were, apparently, not very skilful performers, although one of them 
managed to hit a duck at twenty yards. When sending the arrow into 
the air a much greater distance was easily attained. 

I have since made many enquiries into the matter in order to discover 
the origination of this peculiar method, but I have met with little success. 
The plan appears to be purely a native one, although I know of none 
similar among the inhabitants of tlio South Seas, Polynesians or Melanes- 
ians. In itself it is a harmless weapon, and how it happens that the 
Maoris — a section of tho Polynesian race — should have thus allowed so 
useful a weapon as the South Sea bow-and- arrow to degonorato into a mere 
toy is to me a curious circumstance. 

In the course of my enquiries, I believe that I have discovered a reason 
for cutting tho notch in the arrow. It is well known that in olden days the 
Maoris launched their spears against a hostile pa by means of a whip 
similar to tho one above described, and they were even able to hurl stones 
a long distance. In these instances the projectile was laid upon the ground 
and tho end of the whip made fast round it, by taking one turn and casting 
back the little knot ab the extreme end of the string. This sufficiently well 
fastened the whip, but immediately the jerk forward was given the string 

M 
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cleared itself ; the weapon retaining the full force of the original impetus. 
A much greater distance could, I believe, be attained by this method tlian by 
hand-throwing. I have been shown two or tlireo different ways of fastening 
the whip, but in each case, oven when two or three turns wore taken, the 
projectile cleared itself more or less readily. It, therefore, appears to me 
that the plan of notching the arrow was devised in order to avoid the 
necessity of taking a turn with the whip ; a method more liable to foul. I 
have given aucli an arrow into the hands of a more southern native, who 
took little notice of the notch, but immediately made one turn round the 
shaft of the arrow as above described. I should also state that many 
natives to whom I have shown the arrow appear to have forgotten its use, 
but immediately I explained the matter they readily understood it. 

I have deemed the subject worthy of being brought before the notice of 
this society, as it is one which should not be allowed to pass unrecorded. 
I have often wondered how it is that the aborigines of New Zealand 
should have made so little use of the bow- and- arrow, this being a weapon 
pecufiarly suited to savage tribes, aud, moreover, the familiar one of their 
ancestors. I believe that Maori tradition points to its use, but I have been 
unable to discover the existence of any such weapon even in our museums. It 
is also peculiar that the Maoris, ignorant as they appear to be of the 
ordinary how-and-arrow, should still possess the strange method of pro- 
pulsion above described. Whether the whip is an adoj)tion of the ancient 
sling is a question. A similar method may exist among some of the 
inhabitants of the South Sea Islands, hut I have not mot with it. If it does, 
I trust it will bo pointed out, as the ethnological analogy will be useful. 

Mr. Colenso, in his able essay on the “ Maori Races of New Zealand,”*'' 
makes no reference to the bow-and-arrow. That writer speaks of “long and 
short spears, and especially of bird spears,” whiclx wore very long, “ some 
being upwards of thirty feet and made of the light-wood, tawa {XeBodaphne 
tawa). They also made darts witli heads of light combustible materials ; tlieso 
they used in attacking a pa or village.” No mention is made as to the 
manner by which these darts were projected, I imagine by one of tho 
' modes hereinbefore described. 

With regard to spears, 1 may mention that some of thorn could bo 
projected a very longdistance, fully 100 to 130 yards. The end of the spear 
was stuck lightly in the ground, tho head pointing toward the desired 
direction. Tlie whip was then made fast and the spear propelled. Such a 
spear w^ould bo about twelve feet long, made of a hard wood, with a large 
head and tapering end, polished by constant rubbing in a sand or gravel 
bank, first one end and then tho other. This method of propulsion is very 
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similar to the cue montionod, except sticking the end of the spear in the 
ground. I have also seen a native stick an arrow in the ground and then 
whip it into the air. As to the bird spears referred to by Mr. Colenso, I 
am only aware of one, viz, the “pigeon spear/’ This was made out of a 
piece of rata vine 80 to 40 feet in length, and more resembled a stiff piece 
of rope than a spear, it being perfectly flexible, and could bo easily trailed 
through a thick bush — a very desirable acquirement. The head of this spear 
was formed out of one of the human leg bones (fibula), both sharpened 
and jagged. The person using this spear would slowly raise it, balancing it 
as it swayed about, immediately under the bough of the tree upon which 
the pigeon sat, until the point came within a few inches of the bird, then 
by an upward thnist impaling it. So stupid is the pigeon that even now it 
will see its mate shot within a few feet of where it is sitting, perhaps on the 
same branch, and in many instances never attempt to fly away. A shorter 
hand spear may have been used when trapping the brown parrot. All 
those weapons, however, fell into disuse after tlie iiitroductiou of fire-arms 
some sixty years ago, whicli may account for the disappearance of the bow- 
and-arrow. I think a more extensive paper upon this subject would be of 
service. I have only endeavoured to record a curious method of propulsion 
which arrested my attention. ’ 

[Note. — Boc also Sir G. Grey in “Polynesian Mythology,” p, 157; 
Thomson, in “ Story of New Zealand,” Vol. I,, ch. VII; White in “To 
Eou,” p. 116. Ed;] 


Abt. VIII. — On the Day in which Captain Cook took formal Posmsion of ^ew 
Zealand, By W. Colenso, F.L.S. 

\Jiead before the Hawke Bay I'hilosophical JmtUute^ Xdth Augmt, 1S77.] 

For several years I have been of opinion that all our colonial almanacs 
are in error on this subject. They all give the 15th of November, 1769, as 
the day in which Cook took possession of New Zealand in the name of the 
King. TJiis they have always done, and in this they have been followed by 
other publications, both Colonial and British, when speaking of the circum- 
stance. My object in bringing this matter in a few words plainly before 
you is to initiate an enquiry, which, whether I am right or wrong, will 
serve to settle the question. And I have good reasons for believing that 
what I shall state will cause you all to agree that, at least, there is consider- 
able doubt about it. 
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The almanao makers and others, as I have said, give the 16th November, 
1760, as the day, and Mercury Bay as the place in which this act was done, 
and, to a certain extent, tliey are right, viz., that on that day, according to 
what is related in Dr. Hawkesworth’s narrative of Cook’s first voyage, such 
a circumstance took place. The words are as follows : — 

“ Before we left the bay, we cut upon one of the trees near the watering- 
place the ship’s name and that of the commander, wiOi the date of the year 
and the month when wo were there ; and after displaying the English 
colours, I took a formal possession of it in the name of His Britannic 
Majesty King George the Tliird.”"' 

And here I may remark, in passing, that this sentence stands alone as a 
short paragraph added on at tlie end of tlie chapter ; after we had been told 
of their having left tlie bay, and of their having been obliged through 
contrary wmds to change their coiii^so at sea. 

Dr. Hawkesworth, who was employed to edit this first voyage of Cook, 
says in his introduction that he was largely indebted to Mr. (afterwards 
Sir Joseph) Banks, for much of his scientific, popular, and interesting 
information ; indeed, as it would appear, to a far greater extent than to 
Capt.* Cook himself, from whom, however, were derived “ the particular 
account of the nautical incidents of the voyage, the figure and extent of the 
countries, with the bearings, harbours, soundings, the latitudes, longitudes, 
and variation of the compass, and such other particulars as lay in his 
department.” And, instill plainer language, the editor' further says: ‘‘As 
the materials fiu'uished by Mr. Banks wore so interesting and copious, there 
arose an objection against writing an accoimt of this voyage in the person 
of the commander, the descriptions and observations of Mr. Banks would 
be absorbed without any distinction in a general narrative given under 
another name : but this objection he generously overruled, and it therefore 
became necessary to give some account of the obligations which he has laid 
upon tlie public and myself in this place.” 

I quote this rather fully, because, as I think, it will partly serve to show 
how the error (if an error) came about. For it must not be forgotten that 
Captain Cook did not himself write his Jln^t voyage as we have it printed 
and published ; neither was he in England during the time of publication, 
and consequently knew notliing whatever of it until three or four years 
afterwards. 

Having said so much by way of introduction, I shall now give you my 
reasons for supposing an error to exist. I propose, therefore, to consider ; 

(1.) Cook’s usual custom in taking possession of any newly-discovered 
country. 


4to odn., vol. U, p. 3XS. 
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(2.) The length of time he was in New Zealand before the day in 
question. 

(8.) What has also been published respecting Cook’s taking possession 
of New Zealand by a follow- voyager and witness of the transaction. 

(4.) What may possibly have been the real meaning of the paragraph 
quoted. 

(First,) Cook’s usual custom in taking possession of any newly-dis- 
covered country. 

This is clearly shown, I think, from what took place but a few months 
before, namely, on the 20th July. He says: — “Wo now made sail from 
the island of Huaheine for the island of Ulietea, distant seven or eight 
leagues, and when the day broke the next morning we stood in for the 
shore, and anchored in twenty-two fathoms. * * We determined to 

go on shore without delay. I landed in company with Mr. 

Banks, Dr. Solander, and the oUier gentlemen, Tupia being also of the 
party. He introduced us (to the natives) by repeating the ceremonies 
which he had performed at Huaheine, after which I hoisted an English jack 
and took possession of this and of the three neiglibouring islands, Huaheine, 
Otaha, and Bolabola, which were all in sight, in the name of His Britannic 
Majesty.” Cook remained here at anchor, “trading with the natives and 
examining the products and curiosities of the country,” four or five days. 

(Second), The length of time he was in New Zealand before the day in 
question (November 15th). 

Cook, as is well known, first saw New Zealand on the 6th of October, 
and landed on its shores on the evenhig of Simday, the 8th, on which 
occasion a Maori was unfortunately killed. On the next morning Cook 
landed again in three boats with a large party, and spent some time on 
shore, when, unhappily, several Maoris were killed, as well as some others 
on the sea when ‘returning to the ship. And on the followuig day Cook 
and others with hhn again landed, and spent some time on shore shooting 
ducks and collecting plants. After this Cook sailed southwards, coasting 
close in shore, round Table Cape, Portland Island, Long Point, Wairoa, 
Tangoio, Ahiu’iri, and Cape Kidnappers, but did not land, although (as he 
says) they were about to do so (near our Petane). After anotlier unhappy 
affair near Capo Kidnappers, Cook sailed south as far as Cape Turnagain, 
and then returning north anchored on the 20th in a small bay north of 
Tolago Bay (probably Anaura), where they first watered in New Zealand. 
In the evening of this day Cook being pleased with the people again 
went on shore, and remained here and at tlie adjoining bay of Tolago (to 
which he had removed on the 22nd) until the 80th, when he sailed to the 
north. During nearly the whole of this time Cook and his companions 
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were mostly on shore, not at all annoyed by the Maoris, who (as he says) 
“ behaved very civilly, showing ns everything that we expressed a desire to 
see and enjoying themselves greatly in rambling about, going into the 
woods, seeing what was to be seen, and in making extensive botanical and 
other collections, having also with him on shore nearly the whole strength 
of his ship, including the chief officers, the scientific gentlemen, and the 
marines. He says (after leaving Togadoo, or Anaiira bay): — “In the 
afternoon of the 28rd, as soon as the ship was moored, I went on shore to 
examine the watering-place, accompanied by Mr, Banks and Dr. Solander ; 
the boat landed in the cove without the least surf ; the water was excellent 
and conveniently situated; there was plenty of wood close to high-water 
mark ; and the disposition of the people was in every respect such as wo 
could wish. On the 24th, early in the morning, I sent Lieutenant 

Gore on shore to superintend the cutting of wood and filling of water, with a 
sufficient number of men for both purposes, and all the marines as a guard. 
After breakfast I went on shore myself, and continued there the whole day. 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander idso went on shore to gather plants, and in 
their walks saw several things worthy of notice,” etc., etc. 

And here I would remark (1), that wo know, from Cook’s own words, the 
high expectations all on board of his ship had on their first seeing tliis new 
laud ; which, no doubt, was greatly increased during their slow approach of 
from two to tlnrce days to their first anchorage ; Cook says, “ The land became 
the subject of much eager conversation ; but the general opinion seemed to bo 
that we had found the Terra australlH incognita,'' (2). That at this time 
(as a matter of course) Captain Cook did not know how far the land he had 
discovered extended to the north, neither was he sure (after the experience 
ho had had of its natives and of its coast) that ho should ever land again ; 
or, if he should, that he coiild possibly have a better opportunity than 
he had hero, during his ten days’ stay at Anaura and Tolago Bays. Here 
then, if he had not already done so, would have been the place and the 
fitting opportunity for him to have taken possession of his newly-discovered 
country. 

Leaving Tolago Bay on the 80th October, Captain Cook coasted north until 
the 4th November, when he anchored at Mercury Bay. Here he remained from 
ten to eleven days, spending, with his party, much of their time on shore very 
agreeably. On their leaving the hay, on the 15th, they acted in the manner 
already quoted and described. So that, if this was really the first time of his 
taking formal possession of the country, he had been no less than thirty-eight 
days in the New Zealand waters, of which about twenty-four days were spent 
on land in various places on the east coast ; and yet, though nothing hindered, 
and delay in such matters (as we have seen) was not in keeping with Cook’s 
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custom or temper, such an important event was unaccountably delayed for a 
very long period ; and note, further, that in his now leaving Mercury Bay, 
he was not about to leave the country. 

I come now to the positive part of my argument, viz : — 

(Third). What has also been published respecting Cook’s taking 
possession of New Zealand by a fellow-voyager and witness of the 
transaction. 

Sir Joseph Banka took with him an experienced draughtsman, named 
Sydney Parkinson. (Of this young gentleman, who was a member of the 
Society of Friends, I have something more to say in a brief memoir.) He 
kept a journal of the prooeodiTigs and of the main incidents of the voyage. 
Unfortunately he died at sea, after leaving Batavia, on the voyage liome of the 
ship, much lamented by all on board. His journal, however, was published 
in London by his brother, in the same year as the larger work of Cook’s 
First Voyage (1778), and in it Sydney Parkinson, speaking of their landing, 
etc., in Poverty Bay, says : — “ Early on the morning of the 10th, the long- 
boat, pinnace, and yawl went on shore again, and landed near tlie river 
where they had boon the night before, and attempted to find a watering- 
place. Several of the natives came towards them, and, with much entreat- 
ing, we prevailed on some of them to cross the river, to whom we gave 
several things wliich they carried back to their companions on the other 
side of tho river, wdio seemed to bo highly pleased with them, and testified 
their joy by a war-dance. Appearing to bo so pacifically disposed, our 
company went over to them and were received in a friendly manner. Some 
of the natives were armed with lances, and others with a kind of stone- 
truncheon ; through the handle of it was a string which they twisted round 
the hand that held it when tliey attempted to strike at any person. We 
would have inuchased some of their weapons, but could not prevail on 
them to part with them on any terms. Ojie of them, however, watched an 
opportunity and snatclied a hanger from us ; our people resented the affront 
by firing upon them and killed three of them on the spot ; but the rest, to 
our surprise, did not appear to be intimidated at the sight of tlaeir expiring 
countrymen, who lay wx*ltcring in their blood ; nor did they seem to 
breathe any revenge upon the occasion ; attempting only to wrest tlie hanger 
out of the man’s hand that had been shot, and to take the weapons that 
belonged to their other two deceased comrades, which having effected, they 
quietly departed. After having taken possession of the country in form for the 
King^ our company embarked and went round the bay in search of water 
again, and to apprehend, if possible, some of the natives, to gain farther 
information of them respecting the island. They bad not gone far before 
they saw a canoe ; gave chase to it ; and when they came up with it, tho 
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orew threw stones at them, and were very daring and insolent. Our people 
had recourse to their arms : the captain, Dr« Solander, and Mr. Banks 
fired at them and killed and wounded several of them. The natives fought 
very desperately with their paddles, but were soon overpowered; their 
canoe was taken, three of them made prisoners and brought on board the 
ship, and the rest were snlferod to escape/”^ 

In connection with this I just copy a few sentences from Cook’s voyage 
where, in speaking of this landing, Cook (or his editor. Dr. Hawkesworth) 
says ; — ** In the morning (October 9th) we saw several of the natives where 
they had been seen the night before. As I was desirous to establish an 
intercourse with tliem I ordered three boats to be manned with seamen and 
marines, and proceeded towards the shore accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. 
Solander , the other gentlemen, and' Tupia. On the marines being landed they 
marched with a jack carried before thorn to a little bonk about fifty yards 
from the water- side ; here they were drawn up, and I again advanced with 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander ; Tupia, Mr. Green, and Mr. Monkhouae being 
with us.” 

Here, then, we have from a qualified and unexceptionable oye-wdtness, in 
plain and positive language, that on this day and in this idace the nowly- 
discovered country was formally taken possession of for the King ; and we 
also see from Captain Cook’s statement that there were on shore on that 
occasion the marines and the English colours and the gentlemen of the 
ship, with a fine long summer’s day before them, — “the foe, too, having 
retreated.” 

I may also mention that Parkinson’s entry in his journal of their taking 
formal possession of Ulietca, (already quoted from Cook), is made in a 
similar manner ; he says, — “ The captain went on shore and took possession 
of the island for the King ; ho saw but few inhabitants and scarce any of 
distinguished rank among them.” 

And it should not bo forgotten : (1). That Sydney Parkinson was a 
very moral, truthful, young man, one not likely to have entered anything 
wrong in his journal ; indeed all his entries exhibit carefulness. (2). That 
Sydney Parkinson died at sea on their voyage to England, so that he could 
not have purposely altered his journal ; and further, (3), that as his journal 
was published by his brother hi London in the same year in which Cook’s 
first voyage appeared, it cannot be reasonably said or supposed that any 
addition or alteration thereto was made by the publishers, who were, of course, 
as utterly ignorant of the materials Dr. Hawkesworth had at command as 
they were of New Zealand itself ! Besides, his brother, the editor, says in 
his preface, — “ I shall leave the works of my brother to speak his talents,! 

* Parkinson’s Journal, pp. 87, 88. 
t The journal is profusely illustrated from his drawings. 
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thinking I have paid a proper rospeot to his memory, though it should bo 
said of his journal (which has been faithfully transcribed)— tliat its only 
ornament is truth, and its best recommendation, characteristic of himself, 
its genuine simplicity.** 

I cannot bring myself to believe that Capt. Cook omitted the taking the 
formal possession of the country on that occasion ; seeing, too, that he had 
with the marines, and the flag, and the gentlemen of the ship — that 
the coast was clear of the enemy, who had, as he says, “ slowly retreated to 
the interior after crossing the river, carrying their dead and wounded with 
them” — that a heavy surf was then settling the shore (which, indeed, 
prevented their landing again anywhere on that eventful day), and that 
this was now the second day of their being on shore in the newly- discovered 
country. 

And here I may mo.ition that, just twenty years after, Lieut. Broughton, 
in H.M. Brig “ Cliath ira,” took possession of the Chatham Islands, in 
these seas, uiidor som what similar circumstances. Lieut. Broughton was 
under Capt. Vancouver, who in the “ Discovery ” commanded that expedi- 
tion, and who had boon (as ho says in his voyages) four times to Now 
Zealand with Capt. Cook ; and as Lieut. Broughton received his directions 
from Capt. Vancouver, no doubt they were like those formerly issued by 
his old commander Capt. Cook. Lieut. Broughton says of his first lauding 
at those islands : — ” Accompanied by Mr. Johnston the master and one of 
the mates we proceeded towards the shore in the cutter. ^ 
the natives approached they made much noise ^ ^ and seemed 

very anxious to receive us on shore ; but as all our intreatios were ineffectual 
in obtaining anything in return for our presents, perceiving many of them 
to bo armed with long spears, and the situation being unfavourable to us 
in case they should be disposed to treat us with hostility, we did not 
think it prudent to venture among them. *** * * But having again 

reached the shore without any interruptioji, we displayed the Union flag, 
turned a turf, and took possession of the island, which I named Chatham 
Island (in honour of the Earl of Chatham), in the name of His Majesty 
King George the Third, under the presumption of our being the first 
discoverers.”* 

On tho whole, I conclude that Sydney Parkinson is right ; and that the 
act of taking formal possession of tho country of New ZcalatuT in the name 
of the King was done on tliat particular day, viz., the 10th or 9th of October, 
1769, at Poverty Bay, and not on the 15th of November following, at 
Mercuiy Bay. 

♦Vancouver’s Voyages, Vol. l!, p. 86. 

N 
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At the same time 1 am aware of the difference in dates as to the day of 
the month between Parkinson and Cax)tain Cook as edited by Dr. Hawkes- 
worth. Sydney Parkinson gives the 10th of October as the day on which 
those events occurred ; which, in Cook's Voyage, is as clearly said to have 
happened on tho 9th. And this difference of a day extends throughout 
nearly the whole of that month in both journals, save that on the 1st tliey 
both agree, and then again on the BOth they do so. So that, from the 2nd 
to the 29th of October inclusive, all the entries of occurrences in Parkinson’s 
Journal (and they are almost daUy made) are one day in advance of tho 
corresponding ones in Captain Cook’s Voyage. And what is still more 
strange is the further record of this difference as to date in their respective 
maps of New Zealand. In both majis the sliip’s track all around New 
Zealand is given ; in Parkinson’s it is engraved, — “ Made the coast October 
6ihf 1760;" — in Cook’s, Made the coast October 6thy 1769" I have 
endeavoured, by closely comparing the two accounts, to find out where the 
error is, or how it occurred, but I have failed to do so. On the one hand, 
in Parkinson’s Journal, wo have almost daily outrios, generally made in 
separate paragraphs ; while, on tho other hand, in Cook’s Voyage, we have 
the day of tlie week given as well as tho day of the month, — although in a 
few places several days are thrown together in a single paragraph j and we 
must not lose sight of this, that tho editor, Dr. Hawkosworih, made use of 
several journals in compiling his narrative. 

And now I will offer a few remarks on what may X)ossibly be the real 
meaning of the ceremony of taking possession at Mercury Bay. First, 
how'cver, for clearness, again quoting that paragraph ; — “Before we left the 
bay wo cut upon one of tho trees near tho watering- jdaco the ship’s name 
and that of the commander, with the date of the year and tho month when 
wo w’ero there, and after displaying tho English colours I took a formal 
possession of it in the name of llis Britajinic Majesty Eng George the 
Third.” 

May “ it” not mean “ the bay ?” that being the prox>er antecedent to the 
pronoun “ it the country is not mentioned. Moreover, it should be noted 
that Cook does not say in speaking of “ the date ” which he caused to be 
cut that such was tho date of his discovery of the country ; but, on the 
contrary, that of “ the month ” of their being “there ” — at that bay and 
watering-jilace, which we know w'as not the month in which ho discovered 
the land. Curiously enough Parkinson makes no allusion whatever to this 
ceremony at Mercury Bay in his journal, although ho says a good deal 
about tho place and people, etc., etc. 

Further, Capt. Cook may have had several reasons for so doing ; two ’ 
prominent ones I wiU mention : — 1. Capt. Cook observes that he heard 
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Oontinually (both when on shore at the various places where he had landed, 
and from the very many canoes, which, during his coasting voyage 8. and 
N., came alongside) of a great chief or king named Teratu ; tills ho mentions 
several times, and seems to have been in great expectation of mooting with 
him. When nearing Mercury Bay (having passed the island which he 
named the Mayor and tlie Coiu’t of Aldermen), he says : — “ As far as wo 
had yet coasted this country from Cape Turnagain, the people acknowledged 
one chief whom they called Teratu” And again, “ It is much to be 
regretted that wo wore obliged to leave this country without knowing 
anytliing of Teratu but his name. As an Indian monarch, his territory is 
certainly extensive : ho was acknowledged from Cape Kidnappers to the 
northward and westward as far as the Bay of Plenty, a length of coast 
upwards of 80 leagues, and we do not yet know how much farther westward 
his dominions may extend. Possibly the fortified towns which wo saw in 
the Bay of Plenty may bo his barrier ; especially as at Mercury Bay he was 
not acknowledged, nor indeed any other single chief.” 

But after landing in Mercury Bay and obtaining friendly intercourse 
with the natives residing there, Cook says: — “ It was also discovered that 
the natives of Mercury Bay acknowledged neitlier Teratu nor any other 
person ns their king ; as in this particular they differed from all the people 
that wo had scon upon other parts of the coast, we thought it possible that 
they might be a set of outlaws in a state of rebellion against Teratu, and in 
that case they might have no settled habitations or cultivated land in any 
part of the country.” 

Hence he might have done it through supposing he was now^ in another 
king’s territory ; but I do not IxjUovc tliis. At tJio same time it should not 
be forgotten that Captain Cook came direct to New Zealand from tlie Society 
Isles and other Polynesian islands wdiere ho had seen all the inhabitants 
living under kings • of whose immense power over their peoi)le he had also 
seen a great deal. 

2. One of Captain Cook’s principal instructions from the British 
Government was, — to observe the transit of Venus in the South Seas ; and 
for this purpose he was accompanied by Mr. Green, tlie astronomer. This 
was a matter eagerly looked forward to by all the leading scientific men of 
Europe ; and Captain Cook in carrying it out was highly fortunate. So 
again at Mercury Bay, where he stayed some days to observe the transit of 
Mercury; here he was again “in luck,” as the sailors say; — he was in a 
good situation, with plenty of leisure and skilled assistants, free from 
annoyance from natives, and, as before, favoured with delightfully fine 
weather, for we read, “not a cloud intervened during the whole transit I” 
On tlie day of their leaving the place he says, “ to the bay whicli we had now 
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left I gave the name of Mercury Bay, on account of the observation which 
W6 had made there of the transit of the planet over the sun.** What then 
could have been a more appropriate termination at such a time than to cut 
the date of their successful scientific achievement ** to be left as a memorial 
of our having visited this place,*** (to use his own words recorded on a 
subsequent occasion), accompanied with a display of the English colours, 
and to take a formal possession of the bay (or temtory) in which they had 
perfoimed that duty in the name of the liing ? 

At all events we find him doing something very similar some six or seven 
months later when at Botany Bay. He says : — “ During my stay in this 
harbour I caused the English colours to be displayed on shore every day, 
and the ship's name and the date of the year to be inscribed upon one of 
the trees near the watering-place. *’t In this instance, the taking of formal 
possession of the wliole country or island as being the first discoverer, hod 
nothing to do with it ; as New Holland (as it was then called) had been 
discovered and visited long before Captain Cook’s time. 

Lastly, and in conclusion, I will say, that if what I have herein advanced 
is considered to be of the least moment towards the defining of an interest- 
ing point in our history, it will not, it cannot end here : and that is just 
what I wanted. Captain Cook’s log-books and ship’s papers are, no doubt, 
still in existence, and in safe keeping. By an accurate and close examination 
of them — particularly of his landing at Poverty Bay — the whole matter will, 
I liave little doubt, bo fully determined and for ever settled. 

And if it should bo asked why it was that 1 never brought this matter 
forward before, seeing it is one of public or of national importance, I think 
I can also satisfactorily answer that, but I reserve my reply. 


Abt. IX . — Manihm Parkivsonihm sacrum. A hief Mrmoir of the First 
AHist who visited New Zealand : toyvthei' with several litile-hiown Items 
of Interest extracted from his Journal, By W. Colenso, P.L.S. 

[Read before the Hawke Ray Fhilosophical Institute^ 18f/i August^ 1877.] 

Otm Institute having been “ founded for tlie advancement of science, 
literature, and artf' it cannot bo considered amiss to bring to your notice 
the first artist who visited our shores. 

I confess I like to do something of this kind. To commemorate those 
dear fellow -labourers, those trno disciples of nature, who preceded us in this 

•n.. p. 400: (Jan. SO, 1770). f UI.. p. 500. 
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country, and who have gone before us ! Especially when, as in the present 
case, the person is almost totally unknown to fame, through several adverse 
and wholly unforeseen circumstances having operated to rob him of his due» 
and yet, one who did much, very much, under many great and serious 
disadvantages, of which, experimentally, we now know but little. 

Often indeed have I, when, 80-40 (et ultra) years ago, botanizing in the 
forests of New Zealand, thought on this young artist of whom I am abou^ 
to write ; when i have considered how greatly delighted he must have been 
when he first gathered and drew those flowers which then pleased me, and 
which I knew he and his botanical friends and companions had also seen ; 
and further, that, of all the scores of New Zealand plants and flowers (which 
he had the privilege of first viewing as novelties with an intelligent and 
loving eye and heart, and so truthfully and beautifully delineating), not one 
has yet been selected to bear his honoured name 1 At such times, beautiful 
and appropriate lines from our English poets — Milton, Gray, and Words- 
worth — would rush into my memory, as if evoked from the depths by some 
potent spell I Wordsworth truly ^nd feelingly says (though many do not 
understand him) — * 

“ To me, the meanest flower that blows ean give 
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for toara." 

It is indeed remarkable (at least in contrast, and worthy of a passing 
remark), in looking over the names of the hundreds of plants discovered 
in New Zealand by its first scientific visitors, to find so few bearing the 
name of the finder or of any individual. Tlien, and for many years after, 
the disciples of Liunrous acted up to the Linnaoan canons ; but now, in our 
modern day, almost every otlicr ncwly-discpvcrcd (or newly-named) plant 
or animal among us, is honoured or lowered with tlxe name of its gatherer 
or lucky owner, or even with tliat of the child or patron of its describer or 
namer, no matter whether he or she is or is not a true lover and patron of 
science ! 

Dr. Hawkesworth, the editor of Cook’s First Voyage, tells us in his 
introduction, that Mr. (afterwards Sir Joseph) Banks, in his equipping for 
a voyage to the South Seas with Captain Cook in the “Endeavour,” was 
determined to spare no expense in the execution of his plan. He first 
engaged Dr. Solander, a Swede, and educated under Linnsaus ; and he also 
took with liim two draughtsmen — one to delineato views of figures, the 
other to paint such subjects of natural history as might offer ; together 
with a secretary and four servants, two of whom were negroes.” The 
first-mentioned of these “ two draughtsmen,” a Mr. Buchan, died early, 
within a week after their arrival at Tahiti (their first port of call in the 
Pacific), deeply regretted by all on board ; the other, the gentleman whoso 
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duty it was to paint subjects of natural history, was Mr, Sydney Parkinson, 
the subject of this memoii*, on whom (through the death of his colleague) 
the whole work of drawing, delineating, and painting now devolved. 

Most, if not all, of us are conversant from boyhood with the many and 
varied figures in Cook’s voyages ; of tattooed chiefs and great personages in 
extraordinary dresses ; of processions and dances ; of canoes and imple- 
ments; and of peculiar and romantic scenery; and these are still being 
continually republished in various sizes to suit many modern works. Many 
of these were executed by our Mr. Sydney Parkinson ; but these are as 
nothing when corajiared with the hundreds of coloured drawings of plants 
faithfully and beautifully made by the same person, which, though unpub- 
lished, are still preserved in the Banksian collection in the British Museum. 
Dr. Hooker, when preparing his “Botany of New Zealand,” examined 
those drawings, and says: — “For the earliest account of the plants of 
these islands we are indebted to two of the most illustrious botanists of 
then- ago, and to the voyages of the greatest of modern navigators ; for the 
first and to this day the finest and best illustrated herbarium that has over 
been made in the islands by individual exertions, is that of Sir Joseph 
Banks and Dr. Solander during Captain Cook’s first voyage in 1769. 
Upwards of 860 species of plants wore collected during the five months 
that were devoted to the exploration of these coasts, at various points 
between the Bay of Islands and Otago, including the shores of Cook Strait ; 
and the results are admirable, whether we consider the excellence of the 
specimens, the judgment with which they w^ere selected, the artistic draw- 
ings by which they are illustrated, and above all the accui’ate MS. 
descriptions and observations that accompany them. That the latter, 
which include a complete flora of New Zealand as far as then known, 
systematically arranged, illustrated by 200 copper-plate engravings, and 
all ready for the press, should have been withheld from publication by its 
illustrious authors, is (considering the circumstances under which it was 
prepared) a national loss, and to science a grievous one ; since, had it been 
otherwise, tlie botany of Now Zealand would have been better known fifty 
years ago than it now is. This herbarium and MB. form part of the 
Banksian collection, and are deposited in the British Museum. I feel 
that I cannot over-estimate the benefit which I have derived from these 
materials, and it is much to be regretted that they wore not duly consulted 
by my predecessors. The names by wliich Dr. Solander designated the 
species have in most cases been replaced by others, often applied with far 
less judgment ; and his descriptions have never been surpassed for fulness, 
terseness, and accuracy. The total number of drawings of New Zealand 
plants is about 212, of which 176 arc engraved on copper, but the 
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engravings have never been published.”* And I have good reasons for 
adding, that the number of drawings of plants and animals discovered by 
them in other places during that voyage would far exceed this. 

Mr: John Edward Gray (late keeper of the Zoological collections in the 
British Museum) also bears testimony to Mr. Parkinson’s abilities in his 
notes on the Fauna of New Zealand, published in Vol. II. of Dieffenbach’s 
Travels in Now Zealand. Mr. Gray says : — Nothing was known of the 
natural productions of New Zealand until Captain Cook’s first voyage, 
in which he was accompanied by Mr. (afterwards Sir Joseph) Banks, Dr. 
Solander, and Mr. Sydney Parkinson, an artist of considerable merit, who 
was employed by Sir Joseph Banks to di*aw the specimens of animals and 
plants which were discovered during the voyage. The drawings made by 
Sydney Parkinson, together with the manuscript notes of Dr. Bolandcr, are 
with the Banksian collection of plants in the British Museum, and form part 
of the very extensive and magnificent collection of natural histoi-y drawmgs 
belonging to that institution.” i To which I will merely add that those 
drawmgs arc folio size. 

Unfortunately this good, able, and active young man died at sea on their 
voyage homo from the South Seas, in January, 1771, about a month after 
leaving Batavia, llis published journal, which is profusely illustrated, 
contains, among other interesting drawings, a few^ which are not to be found 
in Cook’s Voyage, one being the Tahitian lad Taiota, the hero of Cape 
Kidnappers; another that of a New Zealand cliief bearing a style of tattooing 
wdiich has long become extinct, and of which I only saw a few specimens 
some forty years ago ; there are also views of scenery here on our east 
coast, and a portrait of himself. In his journal he gives the common and 
Latin names of nearly eighty plants of the Society Islands, with their 
descriptions and uses ; occupying no less than fourteen largo 4to. pages ; and 
several copious vocabularies of the various languages which he had noticed 
during the voyage. Several of his entries made throughout the voyage are 
not to be found in Cook — that is, as published. A few" of the most striking 
of these being but little known, I shall copy into tliis paper. 

The Journal w"as published in London in the year 1773, in 4to., (same 
size as Cook’s Voyages and in the same year), entitled, “ A Journal of a 
Voyage to the South Seas, in Ilis Majesty’s ship vlio * Endeavour,’ faith- 
fully transcribed from the papers of the late Sydney Parkinson, draughts- 
man to Joseph Banks, Esq., on liis late expedition with Dr. Solander 
round the world.” His brother, Stanfield Parkinson, was the editor, who 
it appears had very great difficulty in obtaining it, with other tilings, from 

7 “;;“ ^ 2 ,» Vol. I., pp. 2, a. 

t DlelTeixbftcli’s Travels in N.Z., Vol. II., p. 177. Hooker’s Hand-book of N.Z. Flora, p. 9. 
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Mr, Banks, as is fully shown in a long preface of twenty closely-printed pages 
containing several letters respecting the whole transaction. Subsequently, 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Hawkesworth also attempted to stop even its publica- 
tion by an injunction from the Court of Chancery, which, however, was 
finally dissolved and the work published. From its extreme scarceness (I 
having sought more than ten years for a copy before I could get one), and 
from its not having been quoted or referred to by any modem writer on 
New Zealand — (not even mentioned by Dr. Thomson, in his long list of 
everything on New Zealand — good, bad, and indifferent) — I have always 
been of opinion that it was in a great measure sought to be suppressed 
by buying it up. Stanfield Parkinson complains bitterly and feelingly of 
the conduct of both Mr. Banks and Dr. Hawkeswortlx in the whole affair ; 
among other things, pointing out their meanness and invidiousness in not 
allowing liis deceased brother’s name as draughtsman to be inserted in the 
plates to Cook’s Voyage, while that “ of the engraver is pompously dis- 
played.” From the preface already mentioned I extract the following : — 
Sydney Parkinson was the younger son of the late Joel Parkinson of 
Edinburgh, one of the people commonly called Quakers. Sydney, taking 
a great delight in drawing flowers, fruits, and other objects of natural 
history, became soon so proficient in that stylo of painting as to attract the 
notice of the most celebrated botanists and connoisseurs in that study. In 
consequence of this he was, some time after his arrival in London, recom- 
mended to Joseph Banks, Esq., whose very numerous collection of numerous 
and highly-finished drawings of that kind, executed by Sydney Parkinson, 
is a sufficient testimony both of his talents and application. 

“ His recommendation being so effectually confirmed by these proofs of 
ingenuity and industiy, Joseph Banks made him the proposal of going in 
the capacity of botanical draughtsman on the then intended voyage to the 
South Seas. An insatiable cmiosity for such researches prevailed over 
every consideration of danger that reasonably suggested itself, as the 
necessary attendant of so long, so perilous, and, to my poor brother, so 
fatal a voyage ! He accordingly accepted Joseph Banks’s offer, though by 
no means an alluring one, if either views of profit, or perhaps even 
prudence, had influenced his determination. His appointment, for exe- 
cuting drawings of botanical subjects and curious objects of natural history, 
was settled at £80 per annum. In this capacity, and imder this moderate 
encouragement, Sydney Parkinson undertook to accompany Joseph Banks 
to the South Seas; making his will before his departure, in which he 
bequeathed the salary which might be due to him at the time of his decease, 
to his sister Britannia, and appointed me liis residuary legatee. 

** 1 have heard mauy of the surviving companions of this amiable young 
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man dwell with pleasure on the relation of his singular simplicity of 
conduct, liis sincere regard for truth, his ardent thirst after knowledge, his 
indefatigable industry to obtain it, and liis generous disposition in freely 
communicating with the most friendly participation to others, that informa- 
tion which none but liimself could have obtained. That this is more than 
probable will appear, on comparing the different manner in which Sydney 
and his associates passed their time in the most interesting situations. 
While many others, for want of a more innocent ciuiosity or amusement, 
were indulging themselves in sensual gratilications, — we find him gratifying 
no other passion than that of a laudable curiosity, which enabled him 
inoffensively to employ his time and escape those snares into which the 
vicious appetites of some others betrayed them. It doth equal honour to 
his ingenuousness and ingenuity, to find him protected by his own innocence, 
securely exercising his pleasing art amidst a savage, ignorant, and hostile 
people ; engaging their attention by the powers of his pencil, disannmg 
tliem of their native ferocity, and rendering them even serviceable to the 
great end of the voyage in cheerfully furnishing him with the choicest 
productions of the soil and climate, which neither force or stratagem might 
otherwise have procured. 

“By such honest arts and mild demeanour he soon acquired the con- 
fidence of the inhabitants of most places at which the voyagers went on 
shore ; obtaining thus, as I am well-informed, with remarkable facility, the 
knowledge of many words in various languages hitherto little, if at all, 
known in Europe, 

“ These paved the way also to his success in acquiring a choice and 
rare collection of curiosities, consisting of garments, domestic utensils, 
rural implemonts, instrumcaits of war, uncommon shells, and other natural 
curiosities of considerable value — of so much value, indeed, as even to 
seduce men of reputed souse, fortune, and character, to attempt, by means 
unworthy of themselves, to deinive mo of what, after the loss sustained in 
the death of so deserving a brother, one would think none ought to envy 
mo the gain. 

JH 9|s # >|C !<: !<< 

“ Of these curiosities, the shells alone Dr, John Fothergill (a common 
friend of my late brother and Joseph Banks) had valued at ^200; yet neither 
the shells, nor anything else, hath Joseph Banks to this day returned me. 
The reasons he gives for the detention are — that I liave used him ill ; that 
he hath given me a valuable consideration for them ; and, in short, that he 
will keep them. Of this pretended valuable consideration I am now to 
speak. On the readiness I show^od to obhge Joseph Banks with such of the 
shells as he might not have in his collection, Dr. Fothergill informed me 



m 


Tranwctiom^ — MUcellanmu. 


that Joseph Banks told him he had much reason to be satisfied with the 
serviees of Sydney Parkinson, and the cheerfulness with which he executed 
other drawings than those of his own dopai-traent ; BUi)plying, in fact, the 
loss of Joseph Banks’s other draughtsman who died in the beginning of the 
voyage. On this account Joseph Banks w as pleased to say, it had been his 
constant intention to make Sydney Parkinson a very handsome present hod 
ho lived to return to England. His intention was now to take place, therefore, 
towards his brother and sister, to whom he w^ould make the like present in 
consideration of such extra service, or, as Joseph Banks himself expressed 
it, a douceur to the family for the loss sustained in tlie death of so valuable 
a relation. There being due to the deceased upwards of ^61 50 salary, the 
solo property of my sister Britannia, and Josepli Banks choosing to keep 
some of the effects bequeathed to me as bofoi’e mentioned, it was agreed 
between Dr. Fothorgill and Josepli Banks that the latter should make up 
the sum of £500, to be paid into the hands of me and my sister. 

Hi -S? He 

“ It w’as in vain I expected Joseph Banks would keep his word with me. 
He eont me back, indeed, my brother’s drawers and ’boxes quite empty, 
without the civility of even a message by tlie bearers. I complained, of 
course, to Dr, Fothergill, who afterwards said ho could obtain no satisfaction 
for mo. After several fruitless attempts to obtain it myself I wrote to 
Joseph Banks acquainting him that if he did not immediately return the 
curiosities I would inform the world of the whole transaction between us, 
and endeavour to indomiiify myself by publishing also my brother’s journal. 

“ As I made no secret of my design, and was known to have employed 
the proper artists to execute it, I was now solicited and entreated by Joseph 
Banks’s frieuils to desist; Dr. Fothergill, in particular, offered mo at different 
times, several sums of moiiey to droj) my intended publication, notwith- 
standing he knew Joseph Banks still detained my curiosities contrary to 
agreement, and refused to come to any accommodation. 

“ To delay this design and, if possible, suppress my book, which was 
almost ready to appear, Dr. llawkesworth, whose compilation was not so 
forward, filed a bill in chanc(?ry against mo, setting forth tliat I had invaded 
his property by printing manuscripts and engraving designs which I sold to 
Joseph Banks, and which Josepli Banks afterwards sold to him. On this 
application an injixnction w’aa granted by the Court of Cliancovy to stop the 
printing and publishing of my work. Put thus to the trouble and expense of 
defending a suit in chancery, and the publication of my work being delayed 
when ju3t ready to appear, I had yet no remedy but that of putting in a full 
answer to the bill and praying a dissolution of the injunction. This I at 
length obtained, the reasons for continuing the injunction not appearing 
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satisfactory to the Court. ^ Indeed, the whole purpose appears to 
be litigious, and calculated to answer no other end than to delay my 
publication till he should get the start of me a^d publish hia own, and this 
end, to my great damage and loss, it hath answered.” 

In conclusion, the editor says : — Having thus given a simple, un- 
varnished narrative of the causes of the delay of this publication, I submit 
its encouragement to the judgment and candour of the public. In respect 
to the comparative merits of Dr. Hawkesworth’s book and mine, it is not 
for mo to say anything. If I have justified myself in tlie eye of the 
impartial world for persisting in this publication, I sluxll leave the works of 
my brother to speak his talents, thinking I have paid a proper respect to 
his memory, though it should be said of his^journal that its only ornament 
is truth, and its best recommendation, characteristic of himself, its genuine 
simplicity.” 

In making a few extracts from Sydney Parkinson’s Journal, I have 
confined myself to such as avo not pai*ticulavly mentioned in Cook’s Voyage ; 
paying especial attention to tlioso which refer to our own immediate sea of 
Hawke Bay and the east coast of the North Island. It is a notable fact 
(though, perhaps, little known) that though Cajjt. Cook visited New 
Zealand several times and spent many months altogether in the bays and 
harbours and on the coasts of this country, the only bay which he fully 
explored and sailed all round its Hlioros was our Hawke Bay, and that on his 
first voyage when Sydney Parkinson was wdth him. 

Their whole number in tlieii* little barque the ** Endeavour,” of 870 
tons, was ninety-six. At Madeira they liad tlic misfortune to lose their 
chief mate, Mr. Ware, by drowning, which is thus related : — “ His d6(ith 
was occasioned by an imlucky accident which happened to him while ho 
stood in the boat to see one of the anchors slipped. The buoy-rope 
happening to entaugle one of his legs, he w^as drawn overboard and drowned 
before we could lend him any assistance. Ho was a very honest, worthy 
man, and one of our best seamen.” And a similar misadventure happened 
at their next port-of-call, llio, where, “ in coming out of the harbour, Mr. 
Flowers, an experienced seamau, fell from tlie main shrouds into the sea 
and was drowned before we could roach him.” 

These circumstances and others like them are brought to your notice in 
this memoir, that you should know that the successful voyage of our 
illustrious navigator cost a great sacrifice of human life from among his 
own ship’s company. Tliis has, I tliiuk, been almost, if not altogether, 
overlooked by the public at large, in reading or in hearing of Cook’s famous 
voyage I The halo tliat justly surrounds his imperishable name is so grand, 
BO overpowering, that the loss of so many of his bravo companions during 
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that first oveutful voyage, is, as it were, lost sight of ; and yet I question if 
there has been another voyage of modern times in wliich so many skilled 
and useful men died, and not through battle or storm or dangers. 

At Bio our voyagers received harsh treatment from the Viceroy, who 
prohibited any person coming on shore from the ship. This is fully related 
by Cook. Our artist says : “ We were displeased in receiving this intelligence ; 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr appeared much chagrined at their disappoint- 
ment, but notwithstanding all tlie Viceroy’s precautions we determined to 
gratify our curiosity in some measure, and having obtained a sufficient 
knowledge of the river and the harbour by the surveys we had made of the 
country, we frequently, unknown to the sentinel, stole out of the cabin 
window at midnight, letting ourselves down into a boat by a rope, and 
driving away with the tide until we were out of hearing, wo then rowed to 
some unfrequented part of the shore where we landed and made excursions 
up into the country, though not so far as we could have wished to have done. 
The morning after wc went on shore my eyes were feasted with the pleasing 
prospects that opened to my view on every hand. 1 soon discovered a hedge 
in which \\Hire many very curious plants in bloom, and all of them quite new 
to me. There were so many that 1 oven loaded myself with them. Wo 
foimd also many curious plants in the salading tliat was sent off to us.” 
From Bio ho wrote to his brotlier saying he had “ finished 100 draw- 
higs on various subjocts and taken skotclies of many more.” Ho narrates 
that terrible niglit of Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander and their party in the 
snows on the mountains of Terra del Fuego, in which two men of the party 
were frozen to death, (which we have at full length and wtII told in Cook), 
adding, — “ The dog that had been with them all night had survived them ; 
he was found sitting close by his master’s corpse, and seemed reluctant to 
leave it, but at length the dog forsook it, and w ent back to the company and 
to the ship.” His remarks, in passing the straits of Lo Maine and round 
Cape Horn, are w^ortliy of notice : — 

“ The land on both sides, particularly StatonJand, affords a most dismal 
prospect, being made up chiefly of barren rocks and tremendous precipices, 
covered with snow and iminhabited, forming one of those natoal views 
which human nature can scarcely behold without shuddering. How 
amazingly diversified ore the works of the Deity witliin the narrow limits of 
tills globe wo inhabit, which, compared with the vast aggregate of sy stoma 
that compose the universe, appears hut a dark speck in the creation I A 
curiosity, perhaps equal to Solomon’s, though accompanied with less wisdom 
than was possessed by the Royal Philosopher, induced some of us to quit 
our native land, to investigate the heavenly bodies minutely in distant 
regions, as well as to trace the signatures of the Supreme Power and 
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Intelligoncd throughout several species of animals, and different genera of 
plants in the vegetable system, — * from the cedar that is in Lebanon, even 
unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall ;* and the more we investigate 
the more we ought to admire the power, wisdom, and goodness of the Great 
Superintendent of the universe; which attributes are amply displayed 
throughout all his works ; the smallest object seen through the microscope 
declares its origin to be divine, as well as those larger ones which the 
unassisted eye is capable of coniemplaiiiig : but to proceed. We saw Cape- 
Horn at first at about five leagues distance, which, contrary to our expecta- 
tions, we doubled with as little danger asthe’North Foreland on the Kentish 
coast ; the heavens were fair, the wind temperate, tlie weather pleasant, and 
being within one mile of the shore, we had a more distinct view of this coast 
than perhaps any former voyagers have had on this ocean.” 

His mention of their landing at Tahiti, and what soon followed, is 
entertaining : — ** In the morning wo wont ashore and pitched the marquee ; 
Mr. Banks, the captain, and myself took a walk in the woods, and were 
afterwards joined by Mr. Hicks (the first lieutenant) and Mr. Green (the 
astronomer). While wo wore walking and enjoying the rural scene, wo 
heard the report of some fire-arms, and presently saw the natives fleeing 
into the woods like frighted fawns, carrying with them their little movables. 
Alarmed at tliis imcxpoctcd event, wo immediately quitted the wood and 
made to the side of the river, where wo saw several of our men, who had 
been left to guard the tent, pursuing the natives, who were terrified to the 
last degi'eo ; some of them skulked behind the bushes, and others leaped 
into the river. Hearing the sliot rattle amongst the branches of the trees 
over my head, I thought it not safe to continue there any longer, and fled to 
the tent, whore I soon loarncd the cause of the catnstrophe. A sentinel 
being off liis guard, one of the natives snatched a musket out of his hand, 
which occasioned tlio fray. A boy, a midshipman, was the commanding 
officer, and giving orders to fire, they obeyed with the gi’catest glee 
imaginable, as if they had been sliooting at wild ducks, killed one stout 
man, and wounded many others. What a pity that such brutality should 
be exercised by civilized people upon unarmed, ignorant Indians I When 
Mr. Banks heard of the affair, he was highly di8j)leased, saying, ‘ If we 
quarrelled with those Indians we should not agree with angels and he did 
all he could to accommodate the difference, going across tlio river, and, 
through the mediation of an old man, prevailed on many of the natives to 
come over to us, bearing plantain trees (which is a signal of peace amongst 
them), and, clapping their hands to their breasts, cried ‘ Tyau I’ which 
signifies friendship. They sat down by us, sent for cocoa-nuts, and we 
drank the milk with them. Tliey were very social, more so than could have 
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beau expeotod, considering what they had suffered in the late skinnisb 1 
Have we not reason to conclude that their dispositions are very flexible^ and 
that resentment with them is a short-lived passion 

On their voyage south from the islands we have these entries: — 
** August 27tli, Wo killed a dog and dressed him, which we brought on 
the 8th from Ulietoa (Baiatea) ; he was excessively fat, although he had 
eaten nothing while he liad boon on board. On the evening of the next 
day, 2Bth, John Baden, the boatswain's mate, died. His death was occa- 
sioned by drinking too freely of rum the night before. — September 29th. 
Saw several parcels of 8ca-wc6d, and a land-bird tliat flew like a plover ; 
with a great number of large wliite albatrosses with the tips of thoir wings 
black. We sounded and found no bottom with 120 fathoms of line. The 
captain apprehended that we were near land, and promised one gallon 
of rum to the man who sliould first discover it by day, and two if 
ho discovered it by night ; also, that part of the coast of the said 
land should bo named after him. On the Ist of October the weather 
was fair but very cold, and almost calm. We saw a seal asleep upon the 
surface of the water, which had, at first, the appearance of a log of 
wood ; we put the ship about to take it up, but it waked and dived out of 
sight. The master was sent in quest of a current but could find none ; we 
having gone ten leagues farther to the north than what appeared in the log 
account. Though we had been so long out at sea in a distant part of tlie 
world, we had a roasted leg of mutton and French beans for diiuier, and the 
fai'O of Old England afforded us a grateful repast. On the 2nd the sea was 
as smooth as the Thames. Mr. Banks went out in a little boat, and 
diverted himself in shooting of shearwaters ; he also shot one white 
albatros that measured 10*7 feet ; the water looked as green as it does in 
the Channel. On the 4th a great shoal of bottle-nosed porpoises swam 
alongside of the ship, with a groat number of otlier porpoises having sharp 
white snouts, and their sides and bellies of the same colour. On the 5th 
wo had light breezes from the N.E. and pleasant weather ; about two o’clock 
in the afternoon, one of our people, Nicholas Young, the surgeon’s boyi 
descried a point of land of New Zealand from the starboard bow, at about nine 
leagues distance, bearing W. and by N. We bore up to it, and at sunset we 
had a good view of it. The land was liigh, and it appeared like an island. We 
regaled ourselves in the evening upon the occasion ; the land was called 
‘ Young Nick’s Hoad,* and the boy received his reward. The sea on jhis 
coast was full of a small transparent animal, which, upon examination, we 
called Beroe coaretata. On the 8tli we had light breezes and dead calms all 
day, and could not get in nearer the land than two or throe leagues : but it 
appeared at this distance to bo of considerable extent. We saw smoke 
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iMcend from different parts, and tbenoe concluded that it was inhabited. 
On the 0th, early in the morning, the wind being favourable, we stood in 
nearer land, where it seemed to open and form a deep bay ; but on 
approaching it we discovered low land, and it was much shallower than we 
expected. Upon entering we had regular soundings all the way, from 
twenty- six to six fatlioms, and cast anchor on the east side in ten fathoms 
water about two or three miles from tl)e shore, over against the land on the 
right where there was the appearance of a river. ^ ^ Having cast 

anchor, the pinnace, long-boat, and yawl wore sent on shore with the 
marines. As soon as the people who wore in the pinnace had passed a 
little way up into the country, while the long-boat went up the river to ‘see 
for water, some of the natives, who had hid themselves among the bushes, 
made their appearance, having long wooden lances in their hands, which they 
held up in a threatening posture as if they intended to throw them at the 
boys in the yawl. The cockswain, who stayed in the jhanaoe, perceiving 
tliem, fired a musketoon over their heads, but that did not seem to intimidate 
them ; ho therefore fired a musket, and shot one of them through the hcari, 
upon which they were much alarmed and retreated precipitately. The 
water in the river was found to bo brackish, in which we were disappointed; 
but they shot some wild ducks of a very largo size, and gathered a variety 
of curious plants in flower. 

** Early on the morning of the 10th the long-boat, pinnace, and yawl 
went on shore again, lauded near tlie river where they had been the night 
before, a)id attempted to find a watering-place. Several of the natives 
came toward them, and, with much entreating, we prevailed on some of 
them to cross the river, to whom wo gave several things, which they carried 
back to their companions on tlie other side of the river, who seemed to bo 
highly pleased with them and testified their joy by a war-dance. Appearing 
to be so pacifically disposed, our company wont over to them and were 
received in a friendly manner. Some of the natives were armed with 
lances, and others witli a kind of stone-bludgeon ; through the handle of it 
was a string which tliey twisted round the hand that held it when they 
attempted to strike at any person. Wo would have purchased some of their 
weapons, but could not i^rcvoil on them to part with them on any terms. 
One of them, however, watched an opportunity and snatched a hanger from 
us ; our people resented the affront by firing upon them and killed tliree of 
thovi on the spot ; but the rest, to our surprise, did not appear to be 
intimidated at the sight of their expiring countrymen who lay weltering in 
their blood, nor did they seem to breathe any revenge upon the occasion ; 
attempting only to wrest the liangor out of the man’s hand that had been 
shot, and to take the weapons that belonged to their other two deceased 
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comrades, which having effected, they quietly departed. After having 
taken possession of the country in form for the King, our company embarked 
and went round the bay in search of water again, and to apprehend, if 
possible, some of the natives, to gain fartlier information of them respecting 
the island. They had not gone far before they saw a canoe, gave chase to 
it, and when they came up witli it, the crew tlirew stones at them, and were 
very daring and insolent. Our people had recourse to their arms; the 
Captain, Dr. Solander, and Mr. Banks fired at them and killed and wounded 
several of them. The natives fouglit very desperately with their paddles, 
hut were soon ovei-powered ; their canoe was taken, three of tliom made 
prisoners and brought on hoard the ship, and the rest were suffered to 
escape. They were in person naucli like the natives of Otaheite, hut were 
loud and rude in their address, and more unpolished than the Otahoitians. 
We were much surprised to find they spoke the Otaheitian language, though 
in a different dialect, speaking very guttural, having a kind of hec which 
some of the people of Ulietea have in their speech. Tupaea understood 
them very well, notwithstanding they made frequent use of the <j and k, 
which the people of Otaheite do not. Their canoe was thirty feet long, 
made of planks sewed together, and had a lug-sail made of matting. ^ 

We found hero a sort of long-popper which tasted very much like mace ; a 
FuUca or a bald-coot of a dark blue colour ; and a blackbird, the flesh of 
which was an orange colour, and tasted like stewed shell- fish, A vast 
quantity of pumico-stono lies all along upon the shore within the bay, 
which indicates that there is a volcano in this island. On the 12th, early 
in the morning, we weighed anchor and attempted to find some bettor 
anchoring-place, as this bay (which, from the few necessaries we could 
procure, we called Poverty Bay) was not well sheltered from a S.E. wind, 
which brings in a heavy sea. The natives called the bay Te Oneroa, and 
the point of land at the entrance on the east side they called Te Tua Motu. 

On the 18th, in the afternoon, after wo liad doubled a small high island, 
which was called Portland Isle, (or according to the natives, Te Himre,) wo 
got into a sort of large bay, and the night coming on wo thought it best to 
drop anchor, designing, next morning, to make for a harbour in the comer 
of the bay, where there w^as the appearance of an inlet. ^ ^ * On the 

14th we made for the inlet which we saw the night before, and on coming 
up to it found that it was not sheltered, having only some low land at the 
bottom of it. Ten canoes filled with peoxde chased us, but our ship sailing 
too fast for tliem they were obliged to give over the pursuit. Wo sailed 
round moat part of the bay without finding any opening, and the soundings 
all along the shore were very regular. The country appeared more fertile 

* Xhi0 does not appear in Cook, 
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hereabout, and well covered with wood, the sea-shore making in clayey 
cliffs, upon which the surf broke very high. This bay was called Hawke's 
Bay. In the afternoon a canoe followed us with eighteen people in her 
armed with lances, but as tliey could not keep pace with us they gave up 
their expedition. In saihng along wo could plainly distinguish land that was 
cultivated, parcelled out into sqtiare compartments, having some sorts of 
herbs growing upon them. On the 15th in the morning, wo bent our course 
round a small peninsula which was joined to the mainland by a low 
isthmus, on which were many groves of tall straight trees, that looked as if 
they had been planted by art ; and within side of it the water was quite 
smooth. We saw some very high ridges of hills streaked with snow, and 
when we had doubled the point of tliis i)oninsula, the low isthmus appeared 
again stretching a long way by the sea-side. The country looked very 
pleasant, having fine sloping hills which stretched out into beautiful green 
lawns, though not covered with wood, as other parts of the coast are. In the 
morning, while wo were on the other side of the x)eninsula, nine canoes came 
off to us, in which were 100 of the natives ; they behaved in a very irresolute 
manner, sometimes seeming as if they would attack us, then taking fright 
and retreating a little, one half padtUiug one way, and the other half 
paddling another, shaking their lances and bone bludgeons at us, talking 
very loud and blustering, lolluig out their tongues, and making other signs 
of defiance. Wo did all we could to make them peaceable but to no purpose, 
for they seemed at length resolved to do us some mischief ; coming along- 
side of the ship again and threatening us, wo fired one of our guns loaded 
with grape-shot over their heads. They looked upon us for some time witli 
astonishment, and thou hastened away as fast as they could. By tins time 
two other canoes came towards us, but stopped a little and held a conference 
with those that wore returning, and then made ui3 to us, leaving the rest at 
some distance, who seemed to wait their destiny. We made signs to them 
that we meant them no harm if they would behave peaceably, which they 
so well understood that they took all their weapons and put thorn into a 
canoe and sent it off while they came close to the ship. We threw them 
several kinds of things, but they were so timorous that they dutst not 
venture on board, nor would they send anything to us. During this 
interview another canoe came up, threw a lance at the stern of the ship, and 
made off again. The lance fell into the water and sunk immediately. * * * 
Their canoes had from eighteen to twenty-two men in them, and were 
adorned with fine heads made out of a thick board, cut through like filagree 
work, in spirals of very curious workmanship. At the end of this was a 
head with two large eyes of mother-of-pearl, and a largo heart-shaped 
tongue. This figure went round the bottom of tho board, and bad feet and 

p 
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hands carved upon it very neatly and painted red ; they had also high- 
peaked sterns, wrought in filagree and adorned with feathers, from the top 
of which depended two long streamers, made of feathers, which almost 
reached the water. Some of these canoes were between fifty and sixty 
feet long, and rowed with eighteen paddles by the like number of men, who 
look the same way they row, striking their paddlos into the water with their 
points downward, at the same time bending their bodies forward, and as it 
were, driving the waves behind them. They gave us two heivos in their 
canoes which wore very diverting. They beat time with their paddles, and 
ended all at once with the word epaak, at the same instant striking their 
paddles on the thwarts, all which afforded a truly comic act. 

“ On the 16 th we liad several fisher canoes come to us, and, after much 
persuasion, they gave us some fish for cloth and trinkets ; but none of their 
fish was quite fresh, and some of it stank intolerably. They went away 
very well satisfied, and then a larger canoe, full of people, came up to us, 
having tlioir faces shockingly bosmoarod with some paint. An old man, 
who sat in the stern, had on a garment of somo beast’s skin, with long hair, 
dark brown, and white border, which we would have purchased, but they 
were not willing to part with anything. Wlieu the captain threw them a 
piece of red baize for it, they paddled away immediately, held a conference 
with the fishers’ boats, and thou returned to the ship. We had laid a 
scheme to trepan them,**' intending to have thrown a running bow-lino 
about the head of the canoe, and to have hoisted her uj) to the anchor ; 
but just as we had got her a-hcad for that purpose, they seized Tupaea’s 
little boy, who was in the main-chains, and made off with him, which 
prevented the execution of our j>]an. We fired some muskets and great 
guns at tliem, and killed several of thcra.t The boy soon after disengaged 
himself from them, jumped into the sea, swam toward the ship, and wo 
lowered a boat down and took him up, while the canoes made to land as 
fast as possible. 

“ In the evening wo were over against a point of land, which, from the 
circumstaiicG of stealing the boy, wo called Capo Kidnappers. On doubling 
the cape wo thought to have met with a snug bay, but were disappointed, 
the land tending away to a point southwards. Boon after we saw a small 

* Not mentioned in Cook. 

f I iftw in 1843*4$, at Waimarama, a village a few railoa south of Cape Kidnappers, 
an aged native, who remembered this incident, and I also obtained from several natives, 
descendants from and near relatives to the sufferers on tliat occasion, their account of 
the affair, received from thoir forefathers; five, it appears, wore killed, and several 
wounded. One of the poor fellows had received a ball in his knee joint, which could not 
be extracted, and which made him a helpless cripple daring a long life.--(W. 0., Journal, 
MS.) 
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island, which, from its desolate appearance, wo called Bare On the 

17th we sailed along the coast, near as far as 41°, but not meeting with any 
convenient harbour to anchor in, the land lying north and soutli, when wo 
came abreast of a round bluff cape, we turned back, being apprehensive 
that we should want water if we proceeded farther to the southward. Wo 
saw several villages, and in the night some fires burning upon the land. 
The coast appeared more barren than any we had seen before. There was 
clear ground and good anchorage upon the coast two or three miles from the 
shore, and from eight to twenty fathoms water. This cape we named Cape 
Tuimagain. 

On the 19th, in the afternoon, wo were off Hawke’s Bay, which wo 
could not enter, the wind being foul. A canoe came to us with five people 
in it, who seemed to place great confidence in us. They came on board, 
and said they would stay all night. The man who seemed to be the chief 
had a new garment, made of the white silky flax, which was very strong 
and thick, witli a beautiful border of black, red, and white round it. 

** On tlie 20th, early in the morning, having a fine breeze, we made 
Table Capo, passed Poverty Bay, and came to a remarkable point of land, 
being a flat, perpendicular, triangular-shaped rock, behind whicli there 
appeared to be a harbour, but on opening it wo found none. This point 
we called Gable-end Foreland. The country is full of wood, and looks 
very pleasant in this part; but towards night wo saw some land that 
appeared very broken and dreary, formed into a number of points, over 
which wo could see the back land. 

“ On the 21st we anchoi'ed in a very indifferent harbour, in eight and 
a-half fathoms water, about one mile and a-lnilf from the shore, having an 
island on the left hand, whieli somewhat shedtored us. Many canoes came off 
to us, and two old men of their chiefs came on board. These people seemed 
very peaceably inclined, and were willing to trade with us for several trifles 
which they had brought with them. We saw many houses, and several 
tracts of land, partly hedged in and cultivated, wliich formed an agreeable 
view from the harbour, called by the natives Te Karu. Some of our boats 
went ashore for water, and found a rivulet, where they filled their casks, 
and returned to the ship unmolested by the inhabitants, many of whom 
they saw near the rivulet. 

“ On the 22nd, in the morning, tlie boats went on shore again for wood 
and water ; and a short time after, Mr, Banks and some others followed 
them ; and while they were absent tlio natives came on board and traflickod 
with us, having brought some parcels of kumera and exchanged them witli 
us for Otaheito cloth, which is a scarce commodity among them. They were 
very cunning in their traffic, and made much of low artifice. One of them 
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had an aiLe made of tho before'mentioned greenstone, which he would not 
part witli for fi%thing we offered him. Several of them were very curiously 
tattooed. The natives, both on board and on shore, behaved with great 
civility, and at night they began to heko and dance in their manner, which 
was very uncouth. Nothing could be more droll than to see old men with 
grey beards assuming every antic posture imaginable, rolling their eyes 
about, lolling out their tongues, and, in short, working themselves up to a 
sort of phrenzy. 

“ Tho surf running high, the men who went on shore foimd great 
difficulty in getting the water into tho long»boat, and in coming off the 
boat w'as swainijcd. We therefore enquired of the natives for a more 
convenient water] ngqdace, and they pointed to a bay beai’ing S.W. by W. 
On receiving iliis information we weighed anchor, hut the wind being against 
us we stood off and on till the next morning, tiie 28rd, and then bore away 
to leeward, and looked into the hay which we had passed before. About 
noon we droi)ped anchor, and one of our boats went into a little cove whore 
there was smooth landing and fresh water, and wo moored the ship about 
a mile and a-half from ilio shore. Tliis bay is called by tho natives ‘ Tolago,’ 
and is very open, being exposed to all the violonco of tho east wind. Several 
canoes came alongside of the ship, of whom we got some fish, kumeras or 
sweet potatoes, and several other things ; but the natives were indifferent 
about most of tho things we offered them, except white cloth and glasses 
which suited their fancy, so that we found it difficult to trade with them. 
They had some gi'ccnatono axes and eai-rings, but they would not part with 
them on any terms ; and as to their kumeras they set great value upon 
tliem. 

“ The country about the hay is agreeable beyond description, and with 
proper cultivation, might bo rendered a kind of second Paradise. The hills 
are covered with beautiful flowering shrubs, intermingled with a great 
number of tall and stately inilms, which fill the air with a most grateful 
fragrant perfume. We saw the tree which produces the cabbage, which ate 
well boiled. We also foinid some trees yielded a line transparent gum, and 
between tho hills we discovered some fruitful valleys that are adapted either 
to cultivation or pasturage. The comitry abounds wnth different kinds of 
herbage fit for food. Our botanists were agi'eeably emxfloyed in investigating 
tho trees and plants of the country. Within land there wore many scandont 
fems and parasitic plants, and on the sea-shore SaUvorniaSy Mesembi'yan- 
thenium, and others. The plant of which they make their cloth is a sort of 
IJemerocalliSf and the leaves yield a very strong and glossy flax, of which 
their garments and ropes are made. Adjoining their houses are plantations 
of kumera and taro. Thesegrounds are cultivated with great care and kept 
clean and neat. 
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The natives behaved very civil to us ; they are, in general, lean and tall 
yet well-shaped, have faces like Europeans, and, in general, the aquiline 
nose, with dark-coloured eyes, black hair which is tied up on the crown of 
the head, and beards of a middling length. * Their cloth is white and 
as glossy as silk, worked by hands, and wrought as even as if it had been 
done in a loom, and is chiefly worn by the men though it is made by the 
women, who also carry burdens and do all the drudgery. Many of the 
women that we saw had very good features, and not the savage countenance 
one might expect. The men have their hair tied up, but the women’s hangs 
down, nor do they wear feathers in it like the men, but adorn it with leaves. 
They seem to be proud of their sox, and expect you should give them 
everything they desire because they are women, but they take great care of 
themselves, and are exceedingly roodest, in this respect being very different 
from the women we saw in the islands. 

“ The men have a particular taste for carving ; their boats, paddles, 
boards to put on tlieir houses, tops of walking-sticks, and even their boats’ 
valens are carved in a variety of flourishes turnings and windings that are 
unbroken ; but their favourite figure seems to be a volute or spiral wliich 
they vary many ways — single, double, and triple — and with as much trutli 
as if done from mathematical draughts ; yet the only instrument we have 
seen are a cliisel and an axe, both made of stone. Their fancy, indeed, is 
very wild and extravagant, and I have seen no imitations of nature in any 
of their performances, unless the head and the heart-shaped tongue hanging 
out of the mouth of it may be called natural. 

“ We saw many beautiful jiaiTots and birds of various kinds — one in 
particular that had a note very much like our blackbhd, but we found no 
ground fowl or domestic poultiy. Of quadrupeds we saw no other than 
dogs, which were like those on the island of Otaheite, and of them but a 
few. * From the view which we had of the coast, and the obser- 

vations made, we might judge that the country is well- situated, naturally 
fertile, and capable of great improvement by cultivation, especially as the 
climate is distinguisbably mild and favourable. We had clear and fair 
weather all the time we w^ere on the coast, excepting ono day, and though 
the weather was hot, yet it seemed, by what wo observed, that a soa-breezo 
constantly set in about eleven o’clock in the forenoon which moderated it. 

“ On the 80th, having obtained a suflicient quantity of wood and water, 
we left the bay, and, sailing along the coast, about noon camo up with a 
point of land before an island ; this point we called East Cape, and the 
island East Island, from which the land altered its direction and tended 
away to the W. We saw several villages wliich seemed to have been fenced 
in by art, and some parcels of ground cultivated. We passed a bay which 
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we called Hicks’s Bay, after our first lieutenant. On the Slat we sailed 
along the coast and had light breezes and pleasant weather. In the forenoon 
seyen canoes came ofi to us in a hostile manner, brandishing their lances 
and waving their paddles. One of these canoes was very large and had 
between fifty and sixty people in her ; some of them gave us an heivo ; and 
one of them — a priest, as we supposed — talked very much. They kept 
paddling about us, calling out to us that, if we would go on shore, they 
would beat us with their patta-pattoos, and, being apprehensive that if we 
suffered them to approach nearer to us we might be obliged to offer violence 
to thorn, the captain ordered a gun, loaded with grape-shot, to be fired 
over their heads, tho report of which terrified them so much that they 
paddled away till they had got, as they supposed, out of our roach, and then 
they stopped and held a consultation, after which they seemed as if they 
intended to return, and we fired another gun loaded with ball, and then 
they made as fast as possible to the shore. Being at this time off a cape, 
we named it, from tho hasty retreat of tho natives, Capo Bunaway. 

“ On tho 1st of November a groat number of canoes came off us, one 
of which had part of a human skull to halo out the water with. We 
prevailed on some of the natives to come alongside of the ship, and traded 
with them for cloth, crayfish, and mussels. They gave us several heivos, 
but some of them seemed to threaten us. A breeze springing up we left 
thorn, and a little further on the coast another squadron of fisher boats 
came off to us, with whom also we had some tralfic. These, as well as the 
rest, wore very ready to snatch anything they could lay their hands on ; 
and, watching an opportunity, they stole a pair of sheets that were tied 
by a line at the ship’s stern, and were going off with them, upon which we 
fired several muskets, but they did not much regard them. We then fired 
some grape-shot amongst them, and they paddled away something faster, 
till they imagined themselves out of our roach, and thou they held up their 
paddles and seemed to defy us. We fired another gun loaded with round 
and grape-shot, which passed between two canoes and narrowly missed 
them, on which they hesitated no longer, but repaired immediately to the 
shore. Toward night wo wore near a small island, called by the natives 
Mowtohora, about three leagues from tho land. In going between this and 
the mainland, a canoe came off from tho island. ' This canoe was double, 
and differed in other respects from those we hod seen before. After we had 
talked with the people which came in it a considerable time, they gave us 
several lieivos^ then looked at us very steadfastly, and, having threatened 
us, stood off towards the mainland. Opposite to this is a high-poaked hill, 
which we named Mount Edgecombe ; and a small bay, which we called 
Lowland Bay ; and the two points thereof, from their situation, Highland 
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Point and Lowland Point, the latter of which stretches a great way, and is 
covert with trees. Near it there are throe small islands or rocks, and it 
was with difficulty that we steered clear of them in the night, and got into 
six fathoms water, soon after which wo made a point of land, wliich wo 
called Town Point. This was at the entrance of a little cove. 

On the 2nd, in the morning, wo discovered three sorts of land ; but, 
as the weather was hazy, could not make many observations. We also 
passed three other islands : one of them was rocky, high, and barren, which , 
we called White Island. The other two were lower ; one of them we named 
Flat Island, in which we saw a village. A canoe pursued us, but, having a 
brisk breeze, it could not overtake us. Toward night it blew pretty hard, 
right on shore ; we therefore tacked about, and sailed backward and forward 
till the next morning, the 8rd. Then the canoe which we saw the night 
before gave us chase again. Having a sail, they at length came up with 
us ; sailed alongside of us for a oonsiderablo time, and now and then gave 
us a song, the tune of which was much like the chant which some priests 
use. They also gave us a heivot but soon after threw some stones at us ; wo 
fired a musket, loaded with small shot, at a young man which distinguished 
himself at the sport, and he shrunk down as if he had boon wounded. 
After a short consultation they doused the sail, and stood back for an island. 
We sailed along with a moderate breeze, and passed a cluster of rocks, 
which we called the Court of Aldermen ; and, from the vicinity of one of 
the three last-mentioned islands to them, we gave it the name of the 
Mayor. This cluster of rocks lies off a point of land, and terminates the 
bounds of this largo bay to the north-west, which, from the number of 
canoes that came off to us, bringing provisions, we named the Bay of 
Plenty. 

“ The coast hereabout appeared very barren, and had a great number of 
rocky islands, from wliich circumstance we named the point BaiTen Point. 
The land is very gi’otesquo, being cleft or torn into a variety of strange 
figures, and has very few trees upon it. About noon several canoes came 
off to us, and the people in them were so daring as to throw a lance into 
the ship, but we tired a musket, and they paddled away from us. Their 
canoes were formed out of one tree, and shaped hko a butcher’s tray, 
without any ornament about them. The people, who were naked, were of 
a very dark complexion, and made a mean appearance. We stood in for 
a bay, and at night anchored in it, liaving seven fathoms water. Several 
canoes like the former followed us ; they were very merry, and gave us 
several heivosy or cheers. This bay, which tlio inhabitants call Purangi, is 
the best harbour we have found, being well land-locked, and with a good 
landing at the watering-place. 
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“ On the 4th, early in the morning, we were visited by several canoes ; 
the people in them, about 185 in number, had a few arms, but seemed 
unresolved what to do. At last they traded with us, exchanging the few 
trifles they had brought for cloth. They were very sly, and attempted to 
cheat us. We fired several muskets at them, and wounded two of them ; 
the rest, however, did not seem to be alarmed till the captain shot through 
one of the canoes, which struck them with a panic, and on firing a great 
gun they made off to land. 

‘‘ On the 9th, a great number of the natives came in canoes about the 
ship and brought us a large quantity of fisli, mostly of the mackerel kind, 
with a few John Dorics, and wo juckled down several casks full of them. 
Some of these canoes came from anotlier part of the country, which were 
larger and of a better sort than the rest ; the people in them, too, had a 
better appearance; among whom were some of superior rank, furnished 
with good garments, dressed up with feathers on tlieir heads, and had 
various things of value amongst them which they readily exchanged for 
Otaheite cloth. In one of the canoes tliere was a very handsome young 
man of whom I bought some things ; ho seemed by the variety of his 
garments, which lie sold one after another till he had but one left, to be a 
person of distinction among them ; his last garment was an upper one, 
made of black aud white dogskin, which one of the lieutenants would have 
purchased, and offered him a largo piece of cloth for it, which he swung 
down the stern by a rope into the canoe ; but as soon as the young man 
had taken it, his companions paddled away as fast as possible, shouting and 
brandishing their weapons as if they had made a great prize, and, being 
ignorant of the power of our weapons, thought to have carried it off 
securely ; but a musket was fired at them from the stern of the ship ; the 
young man fell down immediately, and, it is probable, was mortally 
wounded, as we did not see him rise again. What a severe punishment of 
a crime committed, perhaps, ignorantly! The name of tliis unfortunate 
man, wo afterwards learned, was To Biunui. 

“ The wind having been against us for several days, and as we could get 
no farther with our heavy ship, on the 29th in the morning, having weathered 
a long point of land, which wo named Cape Brett, we bore away to leeward, 
got into a very large harbour where wo were land-locked, and had several 
pretty coves on every side of us. We passed a small island which we named 
Fiercy Island, and soon after cast anchor. Many canoes came off to us, and 
the people in them, according to custom, behaved somewhat unruly. While 
1 saluted one of them, in their manner, ho picked my pocket. Borne of our 
people fired upon them, but they did not seem to regard it much. One of 
our boats went on ^shor6, and then they set off all at once and attempted to 
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seize her, in which, however, they failed ; but soon after Mr. Banks got on 
shore he hod like to have been apprehended by one of the natives, but 
happily escaped. The marines fired upon them, five great guns were fired 
from the ship, and Te Euku, son to one of their chiefs, was wounded in tlie 
thigh. 

“ On the 5th a canoe came into the bay that had eighty people in her, 
most of whom paddled ; t)ie chiefs wore garments of dog-skins, and were 
very much tattooed. We saw many pliintations of the kuinera, and some 
of the auto, or cloth trees. At night again it was almost calm, and we wore 
near the shore. We designed to tack about but were hurried by an eddy 
tide upon the breakers off a point of land called by us Point Pococke, before 
we were aware of it, whicli tlnew us into a panic and occasioned gi*eat 
confusion. Not having room to anchor we lioisted out the iniiiiace to tow 
her off* ; we tlioiiglit we had seen a whale but it proved to be a rook, and we 
struck upon it twice. We got clear of it again and streamed the buoy, but 
luckily did not let go tlie anclior. 

**Ou the 15th January avo anchored in a snug cove in a hay on the south 
side of Cook’s Straits. The woods here abound with divers kinds of birds, 
such as parrots, wood-pigeons, wator-liens, three sorts of birds having 
wattles, hawks, Avith a variety of birds that sing all night. We also found 
a great quantity of a species of Pkilatlelphm, which makes a good substitute 
for tea. At one particular place wo met with a substance that appeared like 
a kid’s skin, but it had so weak a texture that we concluded it was not 
leather, and wore afterwards informed by the natives that it was gathered 
from some plant called Ti kuine ; one of them had a garment made of it 
which looked like tlioir rug cloaks. The natives in this part of New Zealand 
wear large bunches of feathers on their heads and tlieir garments in a 
singular manner, just as Abel Tasman, the person who, about 150 years 
ago, discovered tliis land, lias figured in his work. They Avere not desirous 
of anytliing we had except nails, which they soon discovered to bo useful. 
When those people are pleased on any particular occasion they express it 
by crying Aij and make a cluck with their tongues not unlike a lien’s when 
she calls her chickens. While wo lay here some of our people wont towards 
the pa in a boat ; several of the natives came out to wtdeome them ; most 
likely they took it to be a traverse, and Mr. Moukhousc shot at them. An 
old man came in a few days after and told us that one person was dead of a 
wound which he received. In this pa there were about thirty-two houses, 
containing upwai’ds of 200 inhabitants. 

* The plate oontaining the likeness of this young man shows a style of tattooing 
which has become scarce, If not wholly extinct. I have seen but few specimens, and 
those more than thirty-flye years back. 
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“On the 7th February we weighed anchor and proceeded along the 
atraits with the tide and a fine breeze whicli set us through with great 
rapidity, and, being willing to satisfy ourselves whetlier the north part of 
this land was an island, wc resolved to sail as far N. as Cape Turnagain. 
The two easternmost points of tlie straits we called Capo Campbell and 
Cape Pallisor. Ou the 8th we sailed along the south coast of the (North) 
Island. In the aftenioon three canoes came oiT to ns — two of them were 
large and handsome. The natives in them behaved peaceably, and, by 
asking for nails, we concluded they liad heard of us from the people of 
some otlier islands where we liad been. They w’ere very much like the 
natives of Matarukau, a village in Tolago Bay, being very neatly dressed, 
having their hair knotted on the crown of their heads in two bunches, one 
of wdiich w^as 'Jarntnui, or plaited, and the wreath bound round them the 
same. In one of tlic canoes there was an old man who came on board 
attended by one of the natives : he w^as tattooed all over the face with 
a streak of red paint over his nose and across his cheek. Ilis brow, as well 
as the brows of many others who were witli him, 'was much furrowed ; and 
the hair of liis Jioad and hoard quite silvered with ago. He had on a Haxeu 
garment oriiamonted wnth a beautiful wrought border, and under it a 
petticoat made out of a sort of cloth whicli they call ** Aaoree Wmiv on 
his ears hung a bunch of teeth, and an ear-ring of poonamoo or gi’censtone. 
For an Indian, liis speech 'W'as soft, and his voice so lo^v that we could 
hardly hear it. By his dross, carriage, and tlio respect paid to him, we 
supposed him to he a person of distinction amongst them. On the 9th, at 
noon, w^o had a good view of Capo Turnagain. We passed tw-o points of 
laud to wdiich ^Yo gave the names of Castle Point and Flat Point. 

“On tJic lltli w’c passed Cook’s Straits, without seeing them, on the 
oast side of To W'ai pounaniu. In the aflornoon four double canoes, in 
which w^ero fifty-seven people, came off to us ; they had some leaves about 
their heads, hut fe'vs' clothes on their ])odieH, They kept aloof from us ; nor 
could we persuade them to tralfio with ns. Having heat to windw'ard for 
several days without gaining any w'ay, witli the weather gloomy and very 
cold, on the 2‘lth w^e had a fresh breeze from the N. which carried us 
round the outermost point of the land w-e had .seen, which we called Cape 
Saunders, beyond which tlio land tended away to the S.W. On the 4th 
March, after having heat about near a week, we got sight of land again 
and saw the appeai-aiicc of a harbour which we named Molineux’s Harbour, 
after the name of the master of our sliip. We had light breezes and calms 
till the 9th, and, at the dawn of that day, we narrowly escaped running the 
ship upon a ledge or parcel of craggy rocks, some of which w^ere but just 
seen above water. They were luckily discovered by the midshipman's going 
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to tliG masthead. The breeze being moderate wo pat the helm adee, and 
were delivered from this imminent danger by the good providence of God. 

* * * We stood out to sea, but, meeting with contrary winds, we beat 

to windward for a considerable time ; at Icngtli, tlie wind comiiig fair, we 
steered westerly, and unexpectedly found ourselves between two large shoals 
which had some rocks upon them, but wo fortunately escaped them. We 
called these shoals the Traps. This day being one of the inferior officers’ 
birthday, it was celebrated by a peculiar kind of festival ; a dog was killed 
that had been bred on board ; the hind-quarters were roasted, and a pyo 
was made of the fore-quarters, into the crust of which they put the fat ; and 
of the viscera they made a haggis.” 

On the 81st March Captain Cook and his party left New Zealand on 
their homeward voyage, and on the 0th May we have the following entry in 
our aiiist’s journal when on the coast of New Holland : — “ On this day 
Forbes Sutherland, a native of the Orkneys, who had departed this life, was 
carried on shore and decently interred.” And on tlie 2‘2nd of the same 
month this strange entry : — “ This day the captain's clerk had his ears cut oil', 
and also his clothes cut off his back.” To which is added in a note : — “ The 
captain and officers offered some time after, at Batavia, a reward of fifteen 
guineas to any one who should discover the person or persons wdio cut off 
his ears, and fifteen gallons of arrack to any one that sliould discover him 
or them who had cut off his clothes.” And afterwards, in December, while 
at Batavia, an entry in the journal thus ; — ** One of our midshiimicn ran 
away from us here, and it was susj)ccted that he was the person who cut off 
Orton’s ears.” 

After having been wrecked off the coast of New Holland, and witli the 
greatest difficulty saving the sliip, and takhig out all her cargo, running 
her on shore and repairing her, which was accompanied with severe labour 
and hardship, they anchored in the road of Batavia ou the 10th of 
October, where the ship was examined and repaired. During this time 
several died, and Mr. Parkinson makes this entry : — “ While our ship was 
repairing, three of the crew died ; also, Tuj^aea and the lad Taiota, natives 
of Otaheite, whom we designed to have brought to England. Before our 
anival at Batavia, they had made great progress in the English tongue, in 
which they were gicatly assisted by Mr. Green, the astronomer, who took 
much pains therein, especially with Taiota. When Taiota was seized witli 
the fatal disorder, as if certain of his approaching dissolution, he frequently 
said to those of us who wore his intimates, ‘ My fr iends, I am dying 1* lie 
took any mediciiios that wore offered him ; but Tupaea, who was ill at the 
same time, and survived him but a few days, refused evorylhing of that 
kind, and gave himself up to grief, regretting in the highest degree that he 
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had left his own country ; and when ho heard of Taiota’s deaths he was 
quite inconsolable, crying out frequently, ‘ Taiota ! Taiota V They were 
botli buried in the island of Eadam. During our stay at Batavia, moat of 
us wore sickly ; Mr. Monkhouse, our surgeon, and the astronomer’s servant 
also died, and some others hardly escaped with life.” 

On the 2Gth December they left Batavia, and on the 6th Jatmajry 
arrived at Prince’s Island, where they stayed about ten days. At this place 
ends S. Parkinson’s Journal. 

Captain Cook says : — “ In the morning of the 26th we weighed and set 
sail. At this time the number of sick on board amounted to forty, and the 
rest of the sliip’s company wore in a feeble condition. Every individual, 
including myself, Jiad been sick, except the sailmakor, an old man between 
seventy and eighty years of age, and it is very remarkable that this old man, 
during our stay at this place, was constantly drunk every day. * * We 

now made the best of our way for the Capo of Good Hope, but the seeds of 
disease which ayg had recoivod at Batavia began to appear with the most 
threatening symptoms in dysenteries and slow fevers. Mr. Banks was 
among tlic sick, and for some time there was no hope of his life. Wo were 
vei 7 soon in a most deplorable condition ; the ship was nothing better than 
a hospital, in which tliose that were able to go about were too few to attend 
the sick, wbo vforo confined to their hammocks ; and wc had almost every 
night a dead body to commit to the sea. In the course of about six weeks 
wo buried Mr. Sporiiig, a gentleman who was in Mr. Banks’s retinue, Mr. 
ParJdnson, his natural history painter^ Mr Green, the astronomer, the boat- 
swain, the carpenter and his mate, Mr Monkhouse the midshipman (who 
had fothered the ship after she liad been stranded oji the coast of New 
Holland), our jolly old saihnakcr and liis assistant, tlie sliiji’s cook, the 
corporal of marines, two of the cai-penter’s crew, a midshipman, and nine 
seamen; in all twenty-throe persons, besides the seven that we buried at 
Batavia.” 

A few more sentences from Captain Cook On the 16th March we 
anchored off the Cape of Good Hope, having only six men capable of doing 
duty,* so that wo could not send our boat on shore. * * Having lain 

here to recover the sick and procure stores till the 13th of April, I then 
got all the sick on board, several of whom were still in a dangerous state ; I 
unmoored and got ready to sail, having engaged some Portuguese to 
supply the loss of our sailors. The next evening I anchored under 
Bobin Island. On the 25tli we weighed and put to sea. About an 
hour afterwards we lost our master, Mr. liobert Moliueux, a young 
man of good parts but unhapjnly given up to intemperance, which 

* Parkinaon's Journal, p. 210. 
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brought on disordors that put an end to his life. On the 1st of May we 
anchored at St. Helena, whore wc remained till the 4th, when we weighed 
and put to sea. On the 28rd died our first lieutenant, Mr. Hicks. Our 
rigging and sails were now become so bad that sometliing was giving way 
every day. We continued our course, however, in safety till the 10th of 
June, when land, which proved to be the Lizard, was discovered by Nicholas 
Young, the same boy that first saw New Zealand, and on tlio 12th came to 
an anchor in the Downs ; after having been absent from England within a 
few days of three years, when we immediately sent our sick on shore,'’ 

Voyagers in our day can form but a very poor conception of what Cook 
and his companions had daily to endure during their three years' voyage in 
the “Endeavour.” From New Zealand nt that time, though much in 
want of fresh supplies, they could get little besides fish, and wood, and 
water, and some sea- side weeds as vegetables. They also got with difficulty 
a few sweet potatoes ; this, however, was owing to its being the wrong 
season of tlie year for kiimera, being just the planting season, at which 
time the natives themselves have very few (if any) to use as food. And the 
New Zealand forests alTorded no good edible fruits. By Captain Cook and 
his officers, as we have seen, a dog was considered a great luxury ; and the 
rank weeds of our shores, wild celery, and scurvy-grass (Aplum amtrale^ 
and Lepidium oleraceum)^ most welcome vegetables I 

During their eventful voyage they lost just two-fifths of their number, 
including a large majority of their officers and principal men, none of whom 
were killed in battle or lost their lives through storms or dangers. They 
lost the first lioutcnant, the master, the chief mate, two midshipmen, the 
boatswain, the sailmaker and his assistant, the carpenter, the carpenter’s 
mate and two of his crew, the shix>’H cook, and sixteen seamen ; also, the 
corporal of marines, the surgeon, the astronomer, the two diaughtsmen, 
and Mr. Banks’s secretary, also his negro servant, and the two Taliitians, 
Tupaoa and Taiota — making a sad total of thirty-eight ! and, possibly, some 
more of the sick who were carried on shore. WoU might Captain Cook call 
his ship a “ floating hospital 1” 

The names, however, of those officers and gentlemen live here among 
us in tlie bays and isles and headlands named after them by Captain Cook. 
The islet at Auaura (wliich, as Parkinson said in !iis journal, “ somewhat 
sheltered their ship ” when tliey first got water in New Zealand) was named 
after our artist, just as the other small island in the adjoining bay of Tolago 
was named after Mr. Banks's secretary, Mr. Sporing. *' Parkinson IsleP' 
is so named in the very neat map of New Zealand in Sydney Parkinson’s 
journal ; but, curiously enough, while the islet is correctly given in the 

• I find, from Dr. Sparrman’a Voyage, that Mr. Sporing was a Swede. 
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larger map of New Zealand in Cook’s First Voyage, the name is omitted^ 
while all the other small single islets along the coast seen by them, from 
Bare Island to the Mayor, have their names inserted. Is this another 
indication of that ‘'mean and invidious suppression** on the part of 
Dr, Hawkosworth and Mr. Banks (complained of by the editor of the 
Journal *’), which feeling caused them to disallow the insertion of Sydney 
Parkinson’s name at the corner of his engraved drawings? Possibly it 
may be so. I have also noticed that a few engravings in Cook’s First 
Voyage of articles taken homo in the ship, and of subjects got up in England, 
bear the names of their designers or coj^yists — which makes the omission of 
our artist’s name the more glaring. If such, as I have ventured to suppose, 
really be the case, it is doubly mean and paltry on their jmrt, as Sydney 
Parkinson, our artist (who died in Mr, Banks’s service), could never in any 
way have injured them. 

His name is but twice mentioned in Dr. Ilawkes worth’s narrative of the 
first voyage : once. In idly, that of his death (which I have already quoted), 
and once shortly al'tor their arrival at Tahiti, wdiich is as follows : — “ Our 
residence on shore would by no means have been disagreeable if we had not 
been incessantly tormented by the flies, wdiich, among other mischief, made 
it almost impossible for Mr. Parkinson, Mr, Banks’ natural history painter, 
to work ; for they not only covered liis subject so as that no part of the 
surface could bo scon, but oveji ate the colour off the paper as fast as he 
could lay it on. We luad recourse to mosquito-nets and fly-traps, wliich, 
tliough they made the iucoiivenience tolerable, were very far from removing 
it.”- 

In conclusion, I will merely say, as my firm belief, that our young 
discqde of nature aud tlie first artist who visited those shores of New 
Zealand, and who so faithfully dej)icted what he saw with both his pencil 
and his pen, will yot have justice done him. When, in days to come, the 
history of New Zealand shall bo fully and truthfully written, then the names 
of Cook and liis gallant companions can not be forgotten ; and prominently 
among tliat faithful and devoted band shall bo found tlie name of our young 
artist, Sydney Parkinson. 

To live in hearts we leave behind, 

Is not to die - — 


• Cook’s Voya^jes : p. 97, vol. U. 
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Art. X. — Notes, chiefly historical, on the ancient Dog of the Netv 
Zealanders, By W. Colknso, F.L.S. 

[Head before the Hawke Ray Philosophical Institute^ Sth October, 1877.] 

For several years I have been aware of mucb error being commonly 
entertainod concerning the original Now Zealand dog, and I have been 
desii'ous of combatting it, as far as I could, by putting together what little 
I have leanied respecting it, and the valuable testimonies yet extant of 
those of our earliest voyagers in those seas who frequently saw the animal. 
And this, I cannot help thinking, is the more needed just now; for, in the 
last volume of the “ Transactions,” there is a paper by Dr. Hector “ On the 
remains of a dog found near White Cliffs, Taranaki,” in which there are some 
statements and remarks concerning the New Zealand dog, which, I think, 
will bo found incorrect — e.g,, whore Dr. Hector says : — A few dogs of this 
primitive breed were known within the last twenty years,” that “it is 
improbable that the same dogs were both highly-prized domestic pets and 
also used for food;” and “a bitch and full-grown pup were known for 
several years in the donsely-w'oodcd country between Waikawa and the 
Mataura plains, and did great damage among the flocks of sheep, etc., they 
wore (at last) shot and prosentod to the Oolouial Museum. Of the smaller 
specimoa both skin and skeleton were taken to the British Museum by Sir 
G, Grey, and the skin of the mother was preserved here, and has been 
recognised by many old Maoris as a genuine /curt or ancient Maori dog. 
* It is a large-bodied dog with slender limbs, large ears, etc.”'*' 

From an early period (in our modern times) I travelled pretty much in 
this North Island of New Zealand (particularly from 1834 to 1854), and 
that always on foot, zig-zaggiiig about and visiting the Maori pas and 
villages in the interior and on the coast from Cook Straits to Capo Maria 
Van Diemen, and often crossing the island from sea to sea. I mention this, 
because I failed to see a single specimen of the true Maori dog, although I 
made every exertion to obtain one, offering, loo, a high price. But they 
had become wholly extinct, or very nearly so, at least fifty years ago. 

Notwithstanding, I have scon and possessed its Imir ; for, about the year 
1885, I obtained an ancient, largo, and handsome chief’s staff and weapon of 
defence,! which was richly ornamented with carving, rod fcatliers from 
under the wings of the parrot ( Nestor meridianalis^ ) and the flowing hair of 
the old Maori, dog. This hair was long, fine, and wliito, beautifully and 
securely done up in little queues having their ends firmly bound round with 
the finest spun flax where secured to the weapon, neatly covered with the 

* “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” IX., 21’), 214. 
t Hani, Taiaha or Maipi, of tho natives. 
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red feathers which were also singly and firmly fixed by being closely woven 
into a bit of strong flaxen cloth made especially for that purpose* 

To a paper which I wrote on tlie moa in the year 1842, I added tlie 
following note : — “ The New Zealand dog ( kun) is a small animal (some- 
what resembling the variety known as the pricked- ear shepherd’s cur) with 
erect ears and a flowing tail ; its cry is a peculiar land of whining howl, 
which, when in a state of domestication, it utters in concert at a signal 
given by its master, and it is most unpleasant. This variety of dog has, 
however, become very scarce in consequence of the continued introduction 
of other and larger varieties.”'*' At that time I supposed that some of 
the many dogs I had soon in my early travels were of the old New Zealand 
or South Sea breed ; but, since then, I have had good and ample reasons 
for believing I was mistaken. It was, however, quite possible, or even 
probable, that those dogs alluded to hy mo in my old note quoted above, 
were mongrel half-breeds, or mixed descendants of the New Zealand and 
the introduced foreign dogs. And it is such dogs or others like them, but 
with still loss of the true Maori breed in them, that have deceived later 
onquh'ers and the early settlers. 

I may also mention that I have both seen and heard wild dogs in the 
forests and on their outskirts when travelling. Those, however, were dogs 
of a diilerent kind — mongrels of various sorts — which had run away from 
their Maori masters, or Jiad stayed behind in the woods when out pig-hunting 
with them, and so by degrees had become wild and increased m number. 
And as pigs were now becoming plentiful in the country, and their flesh 
(almost the natural food of the dog) easily obtained — while in the pas or 
villages those curs were often very badly oil — it was no miirvel that some 
of those dogs run away and became wild. I remember particularly being 
beset on two or three occasions by tolerably large packs of those wild dogs, 
between the liualiine moiiiitaia range and the Itiuitaniwha plains, in the 
years 1810-7. One of those packs were eleven in number, and being 
unarmed, save with my stick, I had some ditiiciilty in keeping them off. I 
was alone too at the time, as my Maori baggage-bearers had lagged behind, 
and my own dog, which was much biggei*, would not look at them, but kept 
behind me, which no doubt was one of the causes of their so persistently 
following me up and closing round me. I thought so much of it that I sent 
to England for double-barrelled pistols (revolvers then not being known — 
to mo, at least) for a future occasion, as my regular travelling lay in that 
tlireotion and over the mountain range. It was these wild dogs of that 
mongrel kind that did mischief to the flocks of the early settlers 

* Published in “ Tasmanian Journal of Natural Science,” vol. II., p. 97 ; and in 
** Annals of Natural History (London), vol. XIY., p. 93. 
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in some plaoea, and I believe that the two dogs shot near Mataura 
(mentioned by Dr. Hector) were of this description. 

So long back as 1814-15, Mr. Nicholas, who visited Now Zealand in 
company with the Bov. 8. Mars(len,made a similar error. Ho says : — ** On 
our return from the place whore we cut down the spars, we met one of the 
native dogs running about in a wild state. It was considerably larger than 
any of the dogs that we had seen domesticated among them, and bore a 
strong resemblance to the shepherd’s dog so well known in England. The 
moment it came in sight of us it sot up a terrific howling, and never ceased 
tiie same baleful discord till we had left the place. There are numbers of 
dogs running wild in this manner through the different parts of the island, 
but I could not discover that they over offered any injury to the inhabitants, 
who prize tliem very highly, as well for the sake of their flesh, which serves 
them for a delicious article of food, as for their hide and bones, which they 
convert to a variety of purposes, in the way of ornamental devices.”* 
Both Mr. Marsden and Mr. Nicholas, who spent some months together in 
New Zealand, and travelled too, pretty much — from Hokianga to the 
Thames — seemed never to have seen a single New Zealand dog of “ the 
primitive breed.” 

Captain Cook does not give many particulars concerning the Soutli Sea 
dog in his voyages, although he had frequent opportunities of both seeing 
and eating it I Fortunately, however, he was during his first two voyages 
round the world accompanied by scion tific men, who have left on record 
many interesting remarks respecting this animal. On his first voyage, 
Cook was accompanied by Sir JoBCi)h Banks, Dr. Solander (a Swedish 
naturalist), and a talented young artist named Sydney Parkinson; this 
last-named gentleman has given us several particulars in his separately- 
published journal of that first voyage. On his second voyage, Cook was 
accompanied by two eminent German naturalists, father and son (J. B. and 
G. Forster), and by Dr. Sparrman, another celebrated scientific Swede. 
And the two German gentlemen have also recorded much about our New Zea- 
land dog, which they published in their largo and separate works about their 
voyage. t On his third voyage Cook had with him Mr, Anderson, who was 
the surgeon on board of his ship, and who also acted as naturalist. From 
these independent accounts, written by persons who had ample opportuni- 
ties of seeing and knowing all about our New Zealand dog, and who also 
understood what they were writing, I purpose making copious extracts, to 

* Nioholas’ “ Narrative of a Voyago to New 5?ealand,*’ vol. II., p. 126. 

t “ Voyage round the World,** by G. Forster, 2 vols., 4to ; “ Observations made 
during a Voyage round the World,’* by J. R. Forster, 4to, 
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which 1 am the more inclitied Beeiiig the books themselves are very scarce 
and scarcely even known by name in the colony. 

The South Sea dog was first soon by Captain Cook and his companions 
at Tahiti ; and it is woiihy of something more than a mere passing notice 
to bear in mind, that, while it was also found by thorn hero in New Zealand, 
there wore several intervening islands and groups at which Cook called where 
the dog was not found. Generally speaking, tlae natives of the various 
Polynesian isles he visited possessed three domestic animals — the pig, the 
dog, and the common poultry fowl ; but few possessed all three : some hetd 
but two, and some (as New Zealand) only one. And yet it seems to me 
pretty evident that the natives of tliose isles in wliicli one or two of those 
animals were wholly wanting, both know and gave the right common name 
for them to Cook’s party when they saw the animal for the first time in his 
ship I 

Captain Cook, on his first voyage anchored at Tahiti on the 10th April, 
1709, and though he and his party were daily on shore and had strolled 
miles in the country to visit plantations and villages, and had also held 
daily markets for purchasing food, etc. of all kinds which the islanders 
brought for sale, yet his first entry concerning the South Sea dog was on 
the 20th of Juno I which, being in every respect peculiar, I may in part copy. 
Writing of Operca, a great lady of the island, lie says: — ** As the most 
effectual means to bring about a reconciliation between us, she presented us 
with a hog and several other things, among which was a dog. We had 
lately learnt that those animals wore esteemed by the Indians as more 
delicate food tlian their pork, and upon this occasion we determined to try 
the experiment. The dog, which was very fat, we consigned over to Tupaea, 
who undertook to perform the double office of butcher and cook. He killed 
him by holding his hands close over his mouth and nose, an operation 
which coTitinued over a quarter of an hour. While tJiis was doing an oven 
was made in the ground. * * The dog, being well cleaned and prepared, 

with the entrails and blood in cocoa-nut shells, was then placed in the 
oven : in about four hours it was opened and the dog taken out excellently 
baked, and we all agreed tliat he made a very good dish. The dogs wliich 
are here bred to bo eaten taste no animal food, but are kept wholly upon 
bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, yams, and other vegetables of the like kind. * * 

We all agreed that a South Sea dog was little inferior to an Englisli lamb ; 
their excellence is probably owing to their being kept up and fed wholly upon 
vegetables. * * Here are no iarao animals except hogs, dogs, and 

poultry, and these are by no means plentiful.”"' 

Sydney Parkinson, however, lias an earlier entry than this, made in 

• Cook’s Voyages, 4to. ed., 1773, vol. U., pp. 162, 196. 
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April, which (in part) is also worth copying. He says : — “ Those people 
also are fond of dog^s-flesh, and reckon it delicious food, which we discovered 
by their bringing the log of a dog roasted to sell. Mr. Banks ate a piece of 
it and admired it much. Ho went out immediately and bought one and 
gave it to some Indians to kill and dress it in tlieir manner, which they 
did accordingly. * * At night it was served up for supper, I ate a 

little of if, it had the taste of coarse beef, and a strong disagreeable smell ; 
but Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solandcr commended it highly, 
saying it was the sweetest meat they had ever tasted, but the rest of our 
people could not be prevailed on to oat any of it. We have invented a new 
dish, which is as much disliked by the natives as any of theirs is by us. 
Here is a species of rats, of which tliero are great numbers in this island. 
We caught some of them and had them fried. Most of the gentlemen in 
the bell-tent ate of them, and commended them much, and some of the 
inferior officers ate them in a morning for breakfast.” And, subsequently, 
on their passage thence to New Zealand, wo have also this entry in his 
Journal : — ** On the 27th August we killed a dog, and dressed him, which 
we brought from Ulictoa (Baiatca) : he was excessively fat, although he had 
eaten nothing while he had been on board”'*' (nearly twenty days). 

On shore at Tolago Bay, Cook and his party first saw the New Zealand 
dog. Cook says : — No tame animals w^cre seen among the natives except 
dogs, which wore very small and ugly.” And, again, on leaving Tolago, 
he says : — “ We saw no four-footed animals, nor the appearance of any, 
either tamo or wild, except dogs and rats, and these were very scarce ; the 
people cat the dogs like our friends at Tahiti.” 

Parkhison’s entry in his Journal at Tolago respecting the dog is : — “ Of 
quadrupeds we saw no other tlian dogs, which were like those on the island 
of Tahiti^ and of them but a few.” Another entry of his in his Journal 
respecting a dog, made in March, on leaving the south coasts of New 
Zealand (on the day they discovered those dangerous shoals called the 
“Traps”), is also worthy of notice. Parkinson says: — “This day the 
weather was more moderate than it had been for many days, and being one of 
the inferior officers’ birthday, it was celebrated by a peculiar kind of festival ; 
a dog was killed that had been bred on board; the hind-quarters were 
roasted, and a pye was made of the fore-quarters, into the crust of which 
they put the fat; and of the viscera they made a haggis!” (We must 
remember that Parkinson was a Scotchman). 

From George Forster (who, with his father, J. R. Forster, accompanied 
Cook on his second voyage), wo gain good information respecting the New 
Zealand dog. He first saw them in Queen Charlotte Sound, before their 

* 8. ParkuiBon’B Journal of a Voyage to the South Seas, pp. 20, 81. 
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ship had visited Tahiti, and (speaking of some natives vrho visited their 
ship) he says A good many dogs were observed in their canoes, which 
they seemed very fond of, and kept tied with a string round their middle ; 
they were of a rough long-haired sort with pricked ears, and much resembled 
the common shepherd’s cur or Count Buffon’s chim de herger (see his Hist, 
Nat) They were of different colours — some spotted, some quite black, 
and others perfectly white. The food which these dogs receive is fish, or 
the same which their masters live on, who afterwards eat their flesh and 
employ the fur in various ornaments and dresses. They sold us several of 
these animals, among which the old ones coming into our possession 
became extremely sulky and refused to take any sustenance, but some 
young ones soon accustomed themselves to our provisions.”* And, again, 
shortly after, he says : — “ While here we saw a large animal in the water 
about Grass Cove which seemed to be a sea-lion by its magnitude, but 
which we could not get a shot at. We had already discovered a small 
species of bats m the woods, so that the list of tlio indigenous quadrupeds 
in New Zealand was increased to five, including the domestic dog of the 
natives.” On leaving Cook Straits for Tahiti, Forster says : — “ The 
officers, who could not yet relish their salt provisions after the refreshments 
of New Zealand, had ordered their black dog (mentioned p. 185)t to be killed, 
and sent the captain one-half of it ; this day, therefore, we dined for the 
first time on a leg of it roasted, which tasted so exactly like mutton that it 
was absolutely undistinguishable. In our cold countries where animal food 
is so much used, and where to be carnivorous perhaps lies in the nature of 
men, or is indispensably necessary to the preservation of tlieir health and 
strength, it is strange that there sliould exist a Jewish aversion to dogs’ 
flesh, when hogs, the most uncleanly of all animals, are eaten without 
scruple. * * * It may bo objected that the exalted degree of instinct, 
which we observe in our dogs, inspires us with great imwillingness to kill 
and eat them. But it is owing to the time wo spend on the education of 
dogs that they acquire those eminent qualities which attach them so much 
to us. * * * In New Zealand, and (according to former accounts 
of voyages) in the tropical isles of the South Sea, the dogs are the most 
stupid, dull animals imaginable, and *do not seem to have the least 
advantage, in point of sagacity, over sheep, wliicli are commonly made tlie 

• Forster's Voyage round the World, 4to. (London), 1677, vol. L, p. 219. 
t At p. 135, Forster says :— •* Here at Dusky Bay we had a young dog with us, which 
the officers had got at the Cape of Good Hope, and intended to try whether we could not 
train him up to the gun. but we had no sooner discharged the first fowling-piece than he 
ran into the woods and would not return, though we used all possible means to recover 
him.*' I suppose they managed to do so before they left Dusky Bay. 
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ambleixis of silliness. In New Zealand they are fed upon fish, in the 
tropical isles on vegetables, and both these diets may have served to alter 
their disposition. Education may perhaps likewise graft new instincts ; the 
New Zealand dogs are fed on the remains of their masters' meals; they eat 
the bones of other dogs, and the puppies become true cannibals from their 
birth. We had a young New Zealand puppy on board, which had certainly 
had no opportunity of tasting anything but the mother’s milk before we 
purchased it ; however, it eagerly devoured a portion of the fiesh and bones 
of the dog on which we dined to-day ; while several others of the European 
breed, taken on board at the Cape, turned from it without touching it.” 
A little further on, he says : — “ On the 4th August a young bitch of the 
terrier breed, taken on board at the Cape of Good Hope, brought ten young 
ones — one of which was dead. The New Zealand dog, mentioned above, 
which devoured the bones of the roasted dog, now foil upon the dead puppy, 
and ate of it with a ravenous appetite. This is a proof how far education 
may go in producing and propagating new instincts in animals. European 
dogs are never fed on the meat of their own species, but rather seem to 
abhor it. The New Zealand dogs, in all likeliliood, are trained up from 
their earliest age to eat the remains of their masters’ meals ; they are 
therefore used to feed upon fish, their own species, and perhaps human 
flesh ; and what was only owing to habit at first may have become instinct 
by length of time. This was remarkable in onr cannibal- dog, for he came on 
board so young that he could not have been weaned long enough to acquire a 
habit of devouring his own species, and much less of eating human flesh ; 
however, one of our seamen having cut his finger, lield it out to the dog, 
who fell too greedily, licked it, and then began to bite into it.” 

About a month after this, atHuahine, ho says ; — ** We collected upwards 
of , twenty hogs this day for largo spike nails, and about a dozen of dogs, 
which seemed to be the most stupid animals of their kind, but were reckoned 
most excellent provision by the natives.” At this island dogs were in great 
plenty. Forster says ; — ** Dr. Sparrman and myself in our walk saw great 
numbers of hogs, dogs, and fowls. The last roamed about at pleasure 
through the woods, and roosted on fruit trees ; the hogs were likewise 
allowed to run about, but receive regular portions of food, which were 
commonly distributed by old women. Wo observed one of them feeding a 
little pig with the sour fermented bread-fruit paste, called viahei. She held 
the pig with one hand, and offered it a tough pork-skin, but as soon as it 
opened the mouth to snap at it, she contrived to throw a handful of the 
sour paste in, wliich the little animal would not take without tins stratagem. 
The dogs, in spite of their stupidity, were in high favour with all the 
women, who could not have nursed them with a more ridiculous affection if 
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they had really been ladies of fashion in Europe. We were witnesses of a 
remai'kable instance of kindness, when we saw a middle-aged woman, whose 
breasts were full of milk, offering them to a little puppy which had been 
trained up to suck them. Wo were so much surprised at this sight that we 
could not help expressing our dislike of it ; but she smiled at our observation, 
and added that she suffered little pigs to do the same service. Upon 
enquiry, however, wc found that she had lost her child, and did her the 
justice among ourselves to acknowledge that this expedient was very 
imiocent, and formerly practised in Europe. The dogs of all these islands 
were short, and theii* sizes vary from that of a lap-dog to the largest 
spaniel. Their head is broad, the snout pointed, the eyes very small, the 
ears upright, and tlieir hair rather long, lank, hard, and of different colours, 
but most commonly white and brown. They seldom, if ever, barked, but 
howled sometimes, and were shy of strangers to a degree of aversion.” 

Again he says : — The quantity of live stock which we had purchased 
during our stay there was amazing. * * The * Resolution * alone 

had 209 live hogs, 30 dogs, and about 50 fowls on board when she sailed ; 
and the * Adventure’ had not much less.” And a little further on he says : 
— ** The want of room occasioned the death of several hogs ; and the obstinacy 
of the old dogs in refusing to take any sustenance deprived us of the greatest 
number of those animals.” About a month after, when their ship was near 
to the coast of New Zealand, ho says : — “ Some of our people who examined 
the pump-well found there a dog, which they brought up on deck. Tlxis 
creature, which had been purchased at the island of Hualiine, like many 
others of the same species, had obstinately refused to take any nourishment, 
and in all probability had lived ever since in that hole without the least 
support of food for a s^^ace of thirty-nine or forty days. The whole body 
was reduced to a mere skeleton, the legs were contracted, and be voided 
blood at the anus. The torments in which this poor animal must have 
lived were a lesson to our people to purchase only young puppies of this race 
for the future, as the grown dogs constantly refused to cat on board.” 

The elder Forster in his work also says The dogs of the South Sea 
isles are of a singular race ; they mostly resemble the common cur, but 
have a prodigious large head, remarkSbly little eyes, prick-ears, long hair, 
and a short bushy tail. They arc chiefly fed with fruit at the Society Isles ; 
but in the low isles and New Zealand, where they are the only domestic 
animals, they live upon fish. They are exceedingly stupid, and seldom or 
never bark, only howl noAv and then ; have the sense of smelling in a very 
low degree, and are lazy beyond measure; they are kept by the natives 
chiefly for the sake of their flesh, of which they ai-e very fond, preferring it 
to pork. The New Zealanders continually living on fish are 
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glad when they can get a dog or bird to eat, which with them always is 
reckoned a dainty.’** 

Captain Cook in his Second Voyage, and while in New Zealand at anchor 
in Queen Charlotte Sound, incidentally remarks (when writing of the then 
proved cannibalism of the New Zealanders and its not being owing to their 
want of animal food) : — ‘‘ In every part of New Zealand where I have been, 
fish was in such plenty that the natives generally caught as much us served 
both themselves and us. They have also plenty of dogs ; nor is there any 
want of wild-fowl, which they know very well how to kill.” And again he 
says: — “Wliile here we were visited by several strangers in four or five 
canoes, who brought with them fish and other aitiicles, which they exchanged 
for cloth, etc. These now-comors took up their quarters in a cove near us ; 
but very early the next morning moved off with six of our small water-casks, 
and with them all the people we found hero on our arrival. * * They 

left behind them some of their dogs and the boar I had given them the day 
before, which I now took back again as I had not another.” 

Mr. Anderson, who was with Captain Cook on his thii*d voyage, also 
states that their dogs were plentiful. Ho says ; — “ It is remarkable that in 
this extensive land there should not even be the traces of any quadruped, 
only excepting a few rats and a sort of fox-dog, which is a domestic animal 
with the New Zealanders. * * * The natives sometimes, though 

rarely, find means to kill rails, xjongnins, and shags, which help to vary 
their diet. They also breed considerable niunbers of their dogs (mentioned 
before) for food, but those cannot be considered as a principal article of 
diet ; from whence wo may conclude that, as tliere is not the least sign of 
cultivation of land, ! they depend principally for their subsistence on the 
sea, which indeed is very bountiful in its supply.” 

Here, however, I would remark, that this is the only place in all his 
voyages and many visits to Now Zealand in which Cook says, or hints, that 
the New Zealand dog was plentiful. In other parts of his voyages, as we 
have seen, ho has said the contrary — that they were but few ; and all the 
otlier gontlcmen who had been with him in Now Zealand also said the 
same. I think, therefore, that Cax)tain Cook in this place speaks more 
rhetorically than in strict accordance with fact, being led thereto (in this 
sentence) in declaiming against the cannibalism of tho natives. And so of 
the surgeon, Mr, Anderson ; he had never been in New Zealand before, 
neither had he the opportunity of visiting tho North Island (hence his 
erroneous remark of the New Zealanders liaving no cultivations !). And 

* Ob,<)ervatious made daring a Voyage Bound the World, 4to., London, 1778, pp. 
189 and 208. 

f Mr. Anderson was only in the Middle Island of Hew Zealand. 
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now, when Captain Cook again revisited his old anohorage at Queen 
Charlotte Sound, where ho was well known, and the natives, coming from 
all parts in their canoes to see him, took with thorn all their domestic dogs, 
simply because they could not possibly leave them at home ; and hence, on 
Mr. Anderson seeing so many dogs with them in their canoes, he reasonably 
concluded there must be plenty more at home. This trait in their character, 
of always taking with them in their canoes their live domestic stock, has 
come down to comparatively modern times. I have seen plenty of it 1 

Dr. Sparrman, the Swedish naturalist (who, I think, was a better 
zoologist than the two Forsters, judging from what he has published in 
English of his travels and discoveries in Africa), who also accompanied 
Cook in his second voyage, has unfortunately not given us any particulars 
of this voyage to the South Seas, although I believe such were published by 
him at Stocltholm in his own language — at least he intimates as much in 
his “^VoyagoB/”*® If so, perhaps some scientific gentleman of that country 
may ore long inform the colony of New Zealand of it. 

Further : It may bo also well to see to what uses tlie Now Zealanders put 
their dogs besides that of using them for food. Captain Cook gives us very 
little information under this head, contenting himself with saying, (in his 
First Voyage) ** that the people of Tolago Bay adorn their garments with the 
skins of their dogs, as we do ours mth furs and ermine — and, that 
“ some others whom ho fell in witli in their catioes near Cape Brett, had 
weapons of stone and whalebone, and also the ribs of a whale carved, and 
adorned with tufts of dog’s hair.” Mr. Anderson also briefly says, “ their 
work (of clothing flax-mats) is often ornamented with inecos of dog-skin ; 
sometimes they cover tlieir flax-mat with dog-sldu, and that alone we have 
seen worn as a covering,” But, while Cook and Banks and Solander and 
Anderson are so provokingly concise, Parkinson and the two Forsters are 
much more profuse and clear. 

Sydney Parkinson informs us early, like a true artist noticing the 
beautiful, that the first natives they saw in six canoes on leaving Poverty 
Bay “had garments wrapped about them made of a silky flax, each corner 
being ornamented with a piece of dog-skin.” And a little further on in his 
journal (in narrating that memorable* adventure here in our waters of 
Hawke Bay, in which the New Zealanders kidnapped Tupaea’s lad, 
Taiota, which circumstance also gave the name to our southern cape), 
Parkinson says: — “An old man who sat in the stern” (of that kidnapping 
canoe) “ had on a garment of some beast’s skin, with long hair, dark brown 
and white border, which wo would have purchased but they were not willing 
to part with anything.” And again, shortly after, while at Mercury Bay, 


2 Tols. 4to., London, 1786. 
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h^says: — ♦♦In one of the canoes (which came from some distance to the 
ship) there was a very handsome young man, of whom I bought some 
things ; he seemed by the variety of his garments, which he sold one after 
another till he had but one left, to be a person of distinction among them ; 
his last garment was an upper one, made of white and black dog-skin, which 
one of the lieutenants would have purchased, and offered him a large piece 
of cloth for it, which ho swung down the stern by a rope into the canoe ; 
but as soon as the young man had taken it, his companions paddled away 
as fast as possible, shouting and brandishing their weapons as if they had 
made a great prize; and, being ignorant of the power of our weapons, 
tliought to have condod it off securely; but a musket was fired at them 
from the stern of the ship ; the young man fell down immediately, and, it 
is probable, was mortnUy wounded, as we did not see him rise again. 
\Vliat a severe punishment of a crime committed, perhaps, ignorantly 1 
The name of this unfortunate young man, wo afterwards learned, was Te 
Eiunui.” Bo again, while at the Bay of Islands (their next anchorage), he 
says : — ** A canoe came into the bay that had eighty poox>le in her, most of 
whom x)addled ; the chiefs wore garments of dog-skins, and wore very much 
tattooed. We saw many plantations of tho kumora, and some of 

the ante, or cloth trees ” ( Morns papijri/enia). And in the fiftoeutli plate of 
his journal he gives ♦♦ a Now Zealand warrior in his proper dress in which 
hivS olothiiig-mat is a fine one, made of cloth woven from New Zealand flax 
( Phorminm) within, and with tho skins of black and white dogs alternately 
placed, chequer-fashion, vdthout. Also, in Plate XVIIL, the chiefs in the 
war-canoe are j’epresentcd as so dressed ; and in that ever admirable plate 
of a war canoe fully manned, with rowers paddling'*' (also taken by our 
artist), tho chiefs are dressed in similar garments. 

G. Forster, writing of the New Zealanders whom ho saw at Queen 
Charlotte Sound (in Cook Straits), says : — “ Tho form and colour of these 
people was almost entirely the same as that of the Dusky Bay people ; their 
dress was likewise made in tho same manner of the flax-plant, but never 
interwoven with feathers, in lieu of which they had bits of dog-skin at the 
four corners of their cloaks, which the others were not fortunate enough 
to possess.” Again ho says : — “ They sold us an apron, made of their close- 
wrought cloth, covered with red foatliers, faced with white dog-skin, and 
ornamented with pieces of the ear-shell, which is said to be worn by tlie 
women in their dances.” And, shortly afterwards, speaking of a largo 
canoe of strangers which came up to the ship, he says : — “ Two people of a 
fine stature, one at tho stern and another about tho middle of the canoe, 
stood upright ; the former had a perfect black cloak of the close-wrought 

*’ Gook*i Voyages : first voyage, vol. HI., Plate XYl. 
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kind, patched in oompavtmoiits with dog-skin. * Among their 

dresses were several cloaks entirely lined w’itli dog-skin, upon which they 
set a high value, and which indeed gave them a very comfortable appear- 
ance in the cold weather that now' began to bo folt.” And six months after, 
on their return to New Zealand from the Society and other islands, having 
made Cape Kidnappers and passed it, and w'hen nc«ir to Black Head, their 
ship was visited and hoarded by a chief* from the shore in his canoe; to 
liim Captain Cook gave some l>ig8, fowls, and garden seeds ; and the chief, 
in return, gave to Captain Cook “ his maipi^ or battle-axe, + which was 
perfectly new, its head well carved, and ornamented with red parrot’s 
feathers and white dog’s hair.” 

J. R. Forster, in his ** Observations,” also observes : — “ The Now 
Zealanders employ the skins of dogs for their clothes, but merely for 
convenience, namely, to keep them w'arm. They also make use of their 
hair in various ornaments, especially to hinge their breast-plates in the 
Society Isles, and to face or even lino the whole garment at New Zealand.’’^ 
It api>carfl, tliereforo, from the united testimony of the first visitors to 
this country that the ancient Now Zealand dog was much like those of 
Tahiti and other South Sea isles — that it was merely a domestic animal, 
small ill si7o, with pointed nose, prick ears, and very little eyes ; that it 
was dull, stupid, and ugly ; that it was of various colours, white, black, 
brown, and parti -coloured, w'ith lank long hair, and a short bushy tail ; that 
it was fed on fish and refuse offal, and that it was quiet, lazy, and sullen, had 
little or no scent, and had no jiroper bark. Further, that its flesh was used 
by the Now Zealanders for food, its skin for clotliing, and its hair 
(particuloi-ly the long white hair of the tail) for ornamental pui’poses. 
And Captain Cook incidentally remarks on tlio great attachment of the New 
Zealanders to their dogs ; for, in speaking of a native chief whom ho had 
known, a father giving him his son to go away with him in his ship, he 
says: — “When about to sail, a boy of about ten years of age, named 
Kokoa, was presented to mo by his own father, who I believe W'ould have 
parted wdtli his dog with far less indifference,” § 

It seems certain that the variety of dog found by them in New Zealand 

* This chief, of ■whom a portrait is given in Cook’s Voyages, I have ascertained to bo 
Tuanui, the ancestor of the present Hoiiare Matua, of Poraiigahau, so well known among 
us. Tuanui put off from Poiireerere, and Cook’s gifts in him were well remomborod and 
circumstantially related. From some of those “ garden seeds ” sprang tlie “ Maori 
cabbage” of the coast, \\hich, thirty years ago, grow very thickly tJjero and on to 
Falliscr Bay, and often served mo, when travelling, for breakfast. 

t Much like that one of mine, mentioned above, p. 135. 

\ Observations, pp. 189, 208. 

§ G. Forster also remarks on it, ante. 
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was considered to be greatly inferior to those of the same breed they had saou 
in the other isles of the South Sea. It is not at all unlikely that this 
variety had degenerated through successive breoding-iu-and-in,^*' and want 
of proper food. And it does not seem to have been eaten by our eoi’ly 
voyagers, as the dogs of the other islands were, although, for wont of fresh 
provisions, they scrupled not to eat rata and other ** small gear.” It is true 
that wo have in their journals especial mention of four dogs having been 
killed for food at different times on board of their ship after leaving New 
Zealand; but all these it seems were obtained from other places. The dog 
on which the officers made such a feast when near tlie Traps off the South 
Cape of New Zealand, during their first voyage, and shortly after leaving 
this country, had been “bred on board.” The dog which was killed on 
board for food in June, 1778, during tlieir second voyage and soon after 
their leaving Cook Straits for Tahiti, was of the “Dutch” breed; t and 
very likely brought with them from the Cape of Good Hope. Again, after 
leaving New Zealand the third time on discovery, the dog which was killed 
on board when near Easter Island, to save Captain Cook’s life, was an old 
ship dog, of which circumstance Captain Cook himself says, — “I was now 
taken violently ill so as to be confined to my bed, and it was several days 
before the most dangerous symptoms of my disorder wx*re removed. 

When I began to recover, a favourite dog of Mr, Forster fell a sacrifice to 
my tender stomach. We had no other fresh meat wliatever on board ; and 
I could eat of tliis flesh, as well as broth made of it, when I could taste 
nothing else. Thus I received nourishment and strength from food which 
would have made most people in Eurojie sick, so true it is that necessity is 
governed by no law.” And about a month after, when on their run from 
Easter Island to the Marquesas, another dog, which was also killed on 
board under similar circumstances, was from the Friendly Islands the year 
before. Of this dog G. I'orster w^rites : — “ Captain Cook himself was obliged 

• Notis. — T o a superficial observer sueh inuHt have been mucli the same in the 
tropical islanda, but there is this great difference, viz., the New Zealanders were, from 
the earliest times, split up ii\to small tribes, who were ever at deadly enmity ; hence the 
circle of breeding a strictly domestic animal must have boon very contracted and limited : 
it was not so in the islands, which were under kingly rule. 

t For this I am indebted to Dr. Sparrman, whose entry in bis Journal is so higlily 
oharaoteristic, that I copy it. He says, — “ On the 7th June we sailed from New Zealand. 
• • * After we had been at sea a few days we resolved upon killing a fat, though ugly 

Dutch dog, before the scurvy, together with the short commons of the ship, should render 
his flesh unfit for eating. Already used in our run between the Capo and New Zealand 
to put up with sheep that had died of the scurvy or other disorders, diseased hens and 
geese, we certainly were not now in a condition to turn up our noses at a roasted dog, 
which was really very palatable and well tested.” Sparnnan’s Voyage, 4to., London, 
1786, p. 88. 
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to keep his bod again, b^ing afflicted with some alai’ming symptoms. 

My father ordered hia Tahitian dog, the only one whioli still remained alive 
after our departure from the Friendly Islands, to be killed ; it was cut into 
quarters which were served up to Captain Cook during several days, and 
gave him some nourishment, as ho could not venture to taste the ship’s 
provisions. By such small helps we succeeded in preserving a life upon 
which the success of the voyage in a great measure depended.” 

Tliey succeeded, however, in taking alive to England one of the South 
Boa dogs on their return from their second voyage. And this dog had been 
a peculiar sufferer, for he (with others) had eaten of some very poisonous 
fish while in the tropica, and, after severe and long suflering, had nearly 
died; and he had also been repeatedly operated on, by inserting in his flesh 
poison scraped from the points of the poisoned arrows of the islanders, 
and yet he got over all I “ and was brought alive to England ” — the first 
and only one of his race ! 

I have already said, that at some of the Polynesian Islands, our early 
voyagers found no dogs. J. E. Forster says : — “ In all the low islands they 
have dogs (a race with long white Imir), but no hogs ; at the Friendly 
Islands, and at Tnnini (New liebridos), they had liogs but no dogs ; at the 
Marquesas, also, they had hogs but no dogs ; while at New Caledonia they 
had neither hogs nor dogs. We gave at Amsterdam (Tongatapu) and at 
Tanna the first dogs; at New Zealand the first hogs and fowls; and at 
New Caledonia wo loft a couple of dogs, and another of pigs. They must 
formerly have had dogs at Amsterdam, because tliey know the animal and 
wore acquainted with its name, Aur/, but have lost the species, as it should 
seem, by some accident.” G, Forster’s graphic description of this intro- 
duction of the dog at Tongatajiu is worthy of notice. Ho says : — “ Early 
the next morning Capt. Cook’s friend, Ataka (the principal chief of the 
islands) came on board in one of the first canoes and breakfasted with us. 
* * ‘i' After breakfast the captains and my father prepared to return to 

the shore with him ; but just as ho was going out of the cabin ho happened 
to see a Tahitian dog running about the deck ; at this sight he could not 
conceal his joy, but clapped hia hands on his breast, and, turning to the 
captain, repeated the word kuri near twenty times. We were much 
surprised to hear that ho knew the name of an animal which did not exist 
in his country, and made him a present of one of each sex, with which he 
went on shore in an ecstasy of joy. That the name of dogs should be 
familiar "with a people wlio are not possessed of them seems to prove either 
that this knowledge has been propagated by tradition from tboir ancestors, 
who migrated hither from otlmr islands and the continent, or that they 
have had dogs upon their island of which the race, by some accident, is 
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booome extinct ; or, lastly, that they still have an intercourse with other 
islands where these animals exist.*’ 

Or. Forster also says of the natives of Mallicollo (one of the New 
Hebrides group) “ Ilogs and common poultry are their domestic animals, 
to which wo have added dogs by selling them a pair of puppies brought 
from the Society Islands. They received them with strong signs of extreme 
satisfaction; but as they called them hogs (puaha)^ we were convinced 
that they wore entirely new to them.** 

And Capt. Cook, in liis third voyage, states that at the island of 
Mangaia which ho discovered they had no such animals as hogs and dogs — 
both which, however, they had heard of. This information he obtained from 
Mourua, a chief of that island, who visited his ship and conversed on board 
with the Tahitian native Omai, wlio was now returning to his own country 
from England in Cook’s ship. Another interesting item Cook relates 
conceming this chief. He says : — As soon as Mourua got out of the 
cabin, ho happened to stumble over one of the goats. His curiosity now 
overcoming his fear, he stopped, looked at it, and asked Omai what bird this 
was, and not receiving an immediate answer from him, he repeated the 
question to some of tlie people upon deck.” And a few days after, at tlie 
next island, Atiu, which Cook also discovered and visited, he found tliat they 
had hogs but dogs, though tliey knew the name of it, and “ were very 
desirous of obtaining a dog, of which animal this island could not boast, 
though its inhabitants knew that the race existed in other islands of their 
ocean.” Of the people of this island Cook further says: — ‘'Our visitors 
were conducted all over the ship. " They wo e afraid to come near 

the cows and horses ; nor did they form the least conception of their nature. 
But the sheep and goats did not surpass the limits of their ideas, for they 
gave us to understand that they knew them to bo birds. The next 

day, soon after daybreak, we observed some canoes coming oiT to the ships, 
and one of them directed its course to the ‘Resolution’ (Cook’s own ship). 
In it was a hog, with some plantains and cocoa-nuts, for which tlie people 
who brought them demanded a dog from us, and refused every other thing 
that w'e offered in exchange. One of oiu- gentlemen on board happened to 
have a dog and a bitch, which were great nuisances in tJio ship, and might 
have been disposed of on this occasion for a purpose of real utility, by 
propagating a race of so useful an animal in this island. But their owner 
had no such views in making them the companions of his voyage. How- 
ever, to gratify these people, Omai parted with a favourite dog he had 
brought from England, and with this acquisition they departed highly 
satisfied.” 
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It remains for me to show what I have been able to glean from the old 
New Zealanders, during the course of many years* residence and enquiry, 
concerning their ancient dog, now a creature of the past, equally so with 
the moa and the fciore^ or New Zealand rat. 

From the reliable old natives I gathered that their dog was of small 
size, and but few in number in a pa or village ; that it did not bark,*** only 
howled plaintively at times ; that it would not bite man ; and that rats (the 
old edible rat) and birds were (in part) its food ; that the owners of the 
dogs were greatly attached to them, gave them names, and prized and petted 
them (just as I have known tlio New Zealanders to do to their pigs and 
mongi'el dogs foi'ty years ago) ; that some of them were trained to seize 
ground-birds, such as wekas and kitvhy for their masters, and this was effected 
in great part through stratagem on tlie part of the native, who, when he went 
a bird-catching, would take his dog with him, always leading him securely 
tied by a cord, and, squatting down concealed in a fit place, held his dog, 
and imitating the cry of the bird he was in quest of, the bird came near, 
when the little dog was lot go, and he ran and seized the bird, and held it 
or brought it to his master. Sometimes they lost their dogs, owing to its 
stupidity or laziness ; hut the true New Zealand dog never became mid in 
the woods. Sometimes they were stolen or killed, which of course always 
led to reprisals, and not un frequently to murder and to war. Their loss 
or untimely death was lamented in songs and monodies, of which several 
are still extant. The white-haired dogs were greatly prized, especially if 
they had long-haired tails. Such were indeed objects of envy, and were 
fitting presents for a king I These dogs were taken the greatest possible 
care of ; they slept in a house on clean mats, so that their precious tails 
should be kept as white as possible. Their tails were curiously and 
regularly shaved, and the hair preserved for ornamental use. This 
operation of shaving its tail was quite unique (and would take some time to 
describe), and was never performed by a common person. 

The flesh of the dog was not only deemed a dainty but it was also a iapu 
(or sacred) dish. A dog was always killed for the priest to eat on perform- 
ing certain tapa or religious ceremonies over the children of chiefs, and on 
other great and formal occasions ; also as food for the loknuga-taa-moko, or 
tattooer, when 02)orating on chiefs. Hence, as a largo number were con- 
tinually needed to meet these requirements, the increase was kept under. 
The skins, when flayed, were cleaned and stretched in a hollow frame, and 
then himg up in the wind to dry gradually, protected from the sun, rain, 

• The New Zealander has different words to describe the cry of the old anToTthe 
new or more recent dog. The former is called and wi-itteu ao ao, and au au ; the latter, 
tau tan^ and sometimes haru^ and paJiu pahu. 
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and dew. Men attended to this duty, and also made the dog-skin garments, 
though the women wove the inner flax-cloth lining. Forster and others, as 
we have seen, al^ys apeak of the dog-skin as the lining of the men’s 
clothing mats, or dresses ; such, however, was not the case ; they, at sea in 
their canoes, merely changed sides to them to keep off the saltwater ; in fact 
these dog-skin dresses were manufactured reversible. Many a dog-skin mat 
has been made within the last fifty years of tlie skins of dogs of the small 
mongrel breed, before European clothing became common among the natives. 
Of these I have often seen the manufactiu-o. I remember receiving an 
interesting account from an intelligent old native of the killing of one of 
those ancient dogs, and this was the last one I ever heard of. According to 
my informant it must have occurred about the year 18fll-82 (as ho lived 
with me in 1835,) and took place at Mangakahia on the river Wairoa, 
(which runs into Kaipara harbour) in the interior of the North Island. A 
great lady of that place had her chin, etc., tattooed after the old custom, and a 
dog was accordingly sought as tapn (sacred) food for the tolniiojay or operator. 
There was but this one left in tliat neighbourhood, and it was almost taken 
by force from its owner (a petty chief) who cried and mourned greatly 
over his dog. My informant also partook of its flesh, being an assistant in 
the ceremonies. He, moreover, had also travelled extensively in this North 
Island, but had never scon another true New Zealand dog ! 

I am aware that Dr. Hector (speaking of those two dog-skins '*') says 
that tljey wore recognised by some old natives as the skins of the genuine 
huriy or ancient Maori dog.” This native testimony, however, has little 
weight with mo, in the way indicated by Hr. Hector, and that for 
several reasons : 1st. I doubt very much if those old natives had ever seen 
the genuine ancient Maori dog. 2nd. Their meaning (when speaking of 
those skins as that of a kuri Maori) may bo very different from wliat Dr. 
Hector supposes. As I take it, the meaning there of the adjective Maori 
is very likely to be common and not indigenous, just what any common 
(plentiful) or cur-like mongrel dog would now bo called by the natives, and 
which, indeed, wo hoar every day ; c.y., as when a native says (speaking of 
pigs), he poaka Maori tonu koaT' or of peaches, ** he 2)i I iti Maori T or of 
potatoes, ** he taewa Maori ano;'" or of guns (muskets), “ pu MaonT 
or of vessels, kaipuke Maori he means only such as are of the 
common run or sort — ordinary, general, well-known ; of course (in these 
cases) ho never means indigenous or purely native. 8rd. Natives, for 
several years, have made great mistakes in speaking of animals or plants, 
especially of those which have become extinct or nearly so, or which have 
not been seen by them for many years. About four years ago, a gentleman 


Vide ante. 
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shot a bird in Hawke Bay ; he showed it to the old natives around him, 
who all said it was a native bird ; some said positively it was a koreke (a 
New Zealand quail) ; others, a mohokura^ or a mohopatahi (two species of 
small rails). However, it was sent to me, and it proved to be the intro- 
duced Califonaian quail. I have long ago known that in all such matters 
the natives are not now to bo depended on the oldest ones from their not 
having soon the animal or plant (in question) for many years, or perhaps 
not all ; the younger ones from their never having known it 1 

The dog is mentioned in their oldest ti-aditions and myths. Dogs were 
sometimes sacrificed, in the earliest times, to obtain the favour of the gods 
who were invoked ; notably so, as is circumstantially related in the legend 
of the migration hither of the chief Turi and his party, who came from 
Hawaiki in the canoe Aotoa, and landed on the west coast of this island. 
Turi is the (claimed) ancostor of the Whanganui tribes, and when on their 
voyage they had landed on a small island to refit and repair, a dog, whose 
name was Tangakakariki, was sacrificed with great formalities to appease 
the gods and to obtain them favourable winds. And this ancient Polynesian 
rite of sacrificing tlie dog may serve to explain two things respecting it 
which I have not yet referred to ; the one took place at Tahiti, when Capt. 
Wallis, who discovorect the island (two years before Cook visited it), was 
there; and it is thus related by him — but I should first mention that 
Captain Wallis was obliged to have two desperate engagements with the 
natives on his arrival, who courageously attacked liis ship in great numbers ; 
and it was only after killing several of them, and “ landing and destroying 
more than fifty canoes, many of which were sixty feet long,” that they gave 
over, and peace w^'ls made. Captain Wallis says : — ** At 2 p.ra. (on the day 
of the last fight) about ten of the natives can\o out of the wood with green 
boughs in their hands, wliich tlioy stuck up near the sea-side and retired. 
After this they brought several hogs with their logs tied, and 

some dogs with their fore-legs tied over their heads, also several 

bundles of cloth, and placing them on tJjo beach called to us on board to 
take them away. At first wo could not perfectly discover of what this 
peace-offering consisted. We guessed at the hogs and the cloth, but 
seeing the dogs, with their fore-legs ai)pearing over tlie hinder part of the 
neck, rise up several times and run a little way in an erect posture, we took 
them for some strange unknown animal, and were very impatient to have a 
nearer view of them. The boat was therefore sent on shore ; our i)eoplo 

• Honce the many errors in Maori iiamoa of plants, etc., given in the “ New Zealand 
Institute Transactions” (pasaim) and in other modern publications, which seem to have 
boen ooUeoted by any and everybody and set down at random, and so doing positive and 
lasting injury ! 
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brought oflf the hogs, but the dogs were turned loose, and with the cloth left 
behind. In return for the hogs, our people loft some hatchets, nails, and 
other things, making signs to some of the Indians who wore in sight to take 
them away with their cloth. After the boat had returned on board, the 
Indians brought down two more Ixogs, and called us to fetch them ; tlie 
boat, therefore, returned and fetched off the two hogs, but still left the 
cloth, though the Indians made sigiis that wo should take it. Our people 
reported that they had not touched any of the things they had left upon the 
beach for them, and somebody suggesting that they would not take our 
offering because we had not accepted their cloth, I gave orders that it should 
be fetched away. The event proved that the conjecture was true, for the 
moment the boat had taken the cloth on board, the Indians came down, 
and, with every possible demonstration of joy, carried away all I had sent 
them into the woods.”'*' Captain Wallis remained there at anchor more 
than a month after this, on the best possible terms with the natives, buying 
largely of provisions but no dogs, of wliich animal ho scarcely again writes. 
And Cax)tain Cook (whom I have quoted t) states that after their great 
falling-out with that people, the chief lady (Operca), in sending him the 
present by way of reconciliation, included in it a dog — which is also the 
first time Cook mentions the animal. 

The other circumstance I have alluded to is mentioned by Mr. Banks 
in Cook’s first voyage to Tahiti, who saw within the sacred marae (or paved 
court of their great temple) ** several small stages which seemed to bo a 
kind of altar, as upon these are placed provisions of all kinds as offerings 
to their gods and we found here the skulls of above fifty hogs, 

besides the skulls of a gi-eat number of dogs.” 

And while such sacrifices were rare, if not unknown, in New Zealand 
(where hogs were not and dogs but few), still we may see a remnant of 
them in a dog having always to be killed ^ great ceremonial observances 
as a sacred food for the officiating jn-iest or tohmiga. 

A few named dogs take a prominent place in the very dawnings of 
history among the New Zealanders — before they even loft Ilawaiki — 
whether that place bo a reality or a myth. It is related in their earliest 
legends that a dog belonging to a great chief named Houmaitawhiti, who 
lived at Hawaiki, having committed some trifling error, was killed and 
eaten by another chief of that xdaoe named Toitohuatahi. On the dog, 
whose name was Potakatawhiti, being missed by its owner, lus sons went 
seeking the animal in the several villages in the neighbourhood, calling it, 
in their way, “ nidi,'' On their seeking it in the pa of Toitehuatahi, 
the dog, hearing their call, responded from within tlio stomach of Toi, “ Wu, 

• Cook’s Voyages ; first voyage, vol. I., p. 4ol. f Vide auto. 

T 
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au/’ although the enraged chief kept his own hand tightly on his month) so 
that the dog's cry should not bo heard by that outlet. The young meU) 
however, hearing it, returned to their father and told him of it, and soon 
reprisals began, and a desolating war followed, which ended in a migration 
to New Zealand t 

Another famed dog was in the canoe of another lot of emigrants from 
Hawaiki, led by the chief Mauaia. On its way to New Zeidand, the dog, 
scenting the land before it could be seen, and a dead whale that had been 
oast on shore, sprang overboard, and swam howling towards the land ; the 
canoe followed all that evening and night, guided only by the cries of the 
dog, and so not only reached the land in safety, but also came in for a 
feast on tho stranded whale, — and more good things afterwards. 

Another strange dog legend is told of Irawaru, who was brother-in-law 
to the famed demigod Maui — the hero who, among several other equally 
strange adventures, fished up the North Island of New Zealand, and 
caused the sun to travel more reasonably through space for the benefit of 
man. The story is too long to relate here, but I may just say that Irawaru 
hod displeased Maui, who, getting him unsuspectingly into his powCTi 
pulled his ears upwards and his haok-bone out, so as to form a tail, and 
then transformed him into a dog! Cruelly sending his sister, on her 
enquiring after her husband in the evening, in ignorance of what bad 
happened, to call him by the usual dog-call of “ Jifot, moit** which tho poor 
newly-mGtaraoiq)hoaed dog plaintively answered ; on which tho wife com- 
mitted suicide by throwing lierself into the sea. Hence, it is that Irawaru 
is said to be tho father or precursor of all dogs. 

In conclusion, I will merely add that it is ray conviction that, hereafter, 
several of those things I have here brought forward will prove to be of 
service, trifling as some of them may at first sight appear to be, for, apart 
from tho few concluding myths and legends, they are all faots. Facts, 
realities, respecting the ancien^New Zealand dog (we have no more I). And 
these may tend towards elucidating the origin of the New Zealanders. And 
let it never be forgotten, particularly by such an institution as ours,' that 
faots, faithfully recorded faots, however small in tliemselves, are not only 
stubborn things, but are sure to become useful. Science is still seeking to 
know of the origin of the Now Zealanders, and of their so-called migrations 
hither ; and hero, in much of what I have compiled and written and laid 
before you is food for the reflective mind ; indications which may yet prove 
of service. Further : it has often been thoughtlessly said, that because (in 
some parts of the north of this island) the dog was also called pero and 
peropern'^' by the natives, tliorofore it was introduced into this country by 

♦ The New ZeaUuders have several common ^ames for the dog, as kararehe, kinhif 
kuri, perOt peropero, pape^ and moi — though this last word iu more properly the oall for a 
dog. 
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the Spaniards t {perro being the Spanish word for dog). Here, I think, 
will be found quite enough to upset that far-fetohed theory, seeing that the 
New Zealanders possessed their little South Sea dog ages before a Spanish 
keel ever floated on the waters of the South Paciflo ! But there are several 
other such theories abroad, equally without reasonable foundation. 


Art. XI. — A System of Weights and Measures. 

By J. Cabrutubrs, M. Inst. C.E. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society^ Ist September^ 1877.] 

Ir designing a system of weights and measures there are several points to 
be taken into consideration, of which the most important is, perhaps, that 
the radix of the system shall be continually divisible by two without a 
remainder. The number of inches, for instance, which the foot contains or 
the number of shillings which the pound contains should be some power of 
two. An odd number would bo most inconvenient as the radix. If the foot 
contained eleven inches, half a foot would contain 5 J inches, and a fraction 
is at once introduced, the inconvenience of which in commerce and in all 
arithmetical and mechanical work is very great. 

Next to the odd numbers, the most inconvenient are the odd numbers 
multiplied by two such as 6, 10, 14. 18, etc. Heretlie objectionable fraction 
is put off one step only, and on halving tmee again shows itself. 

No system of measures in which one of these numbers is adopted as the 
radix ever has been nor ever will be thoroughly in use. The American 
divides his dollar into half and quarter dollars, and to continue as far as 
he can the convenience of being able to divide by two he adopts the bit” 
or ** York sliilling ” unknown to the law. The English workman divides 
the inch, not into throe barley-corns as by law directed, but into halves, 
quarters, eighths, and sixteenths. The French workman again divides his 
millimetre into halves and quarters like his English brethren. The two 
systems, in fact, run side by side but do not coalesce ; as far as the decimal 
system lends itself to division by two it is used, but no further. As soon as 
it fails in this respect it is thrown aside in favour of the more natural and 
convenient system of having a radix continually divisible by two. 

Another important point is that the several measures of weight, super- 
ficies, capacity, etc., shall bo tied together, and bo iuterdependont. The 
French adopted a logical system in which this point received full attention, 
but the inherent unsuitability of tlie number 10 as a radix has prevented its 
adoption in full, and their system is now a body without a head, for their 
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unit of length, although it is a determinate part of the circumference of the 
earth, bears no simple proportion to a degree of latitude. The English 
system is a complete chaos, but in fixing the imperial gallon a slight move- 
ment in this direction was made, as it was fixed as a vessel which would 
just contain ten pounds weight of water. 

The next point for consideration is that the units shall be of convenient 
value. All tlie European nations have adopted a measure of length not 
very different from the Englisli foot. This may be taken, therefore, as a 
measure which has been proved by experience to bo sufficiently convenient. 
Considerable latitude is, however, permissible in this matter, and no 
inconvenionco lias followed the adoption of the metre whicli is more than 
three times as long as the English foot. Whatever value be adopted for 
the unit it should be as far as possible dependent on some measure given 
by nature and not liable to change. 

The lust point and one of tlio most important of all is, that the radix of 
measures shall be the same as the radix of counting. This latter all over 
the world is the number 10. Unfortunately this number is not well suited for 
the radix of measures, and as long as it is maintained as the radix of 
counting, we cannot have a perfect system of weights and measures. 

We cannot alter the properties of the number 10, but we can depose it 
from its undeserved eminence as our counting radix, and adopt a more 
suitable number. If our ])riinitivc forefathers liad only turned in their 
thumbs, when using their hands to help them in the difficult process of 
counting, and had used tlieir eight fingers instead of their ten fingers and 
thumbs, we should have had H for our counting radix— a nearly perfect 
number, as it is a power of two. They did not do so ; but there is no reason 
why we should be bound by their mistake for ever. We should clearly 
cliango the faulty radix wo have inherited from them. 

The difficulty of changing the counting radix has, however, always been 
looked upon as too great to attempt, and the scientific world is quietly 
adopting the French system, knowing it to be imperfect and inconvenient, 
although less so than any other in use, having nearly all the requirements 
of a perfect system, except that of having for its radix some power of two. 
This exception is, however, of sufficient importance to condemn the system. 
The inherent unsuitability of ten as a radix will become more and more 
apparent, as commerce, and the arts and sciences take a more important 
place in daily work. It must sooner or later be set aside for some other 
number. We are, therefore, only putting off the evil day by adopting 
the French system, and would much better change the radix at once. 

I cannot but think that the difficulty of making the change is very much 
exaggerated. Wo have some experience of the ease with which a radix 



Oarruthers . — A System of WeujUts and Measures, 16? 

other than 10 is adopted, as in some of the more triiling affairs of business 
the dozen ]ias actually supplanted the ten. For instance, eggs are sold by 
the dozen, and 12 has become the counting radix as far as eggs are 
concerned. Everyone feels at once the number represented by six dozen 
eggs ; but if 72 eggs are mentioned, the number is instinctively turned into 
dozens before a clear perception of its value is obtained. If, now, everything 
were sold by the dozen, and the pound contained a dozen shillings, and all 
other weights and measures were reckoned in dozens, it would become a 
very simido thing to count by the gross and dozen instead of by the hundred 
and the ton. Twelve fails in the necessary requirement that it shall be 
continually divisible by two without a remainder, and is not therefore 
suitable for the radix ; but, if 10 or 8 were used as a radix of measures, 
it would after a few months, or at most a few years, be so easy to reckon in 
sixteons or eights, instead of in tons, and at the same time so convenient, 
that legislation would not bo required to effect tlae change ; it would come 
of itself by use and liabit, just as it has come about tliat eggs are now 
reckoned in dozens. Some sliglit inconvenience might be felt at first, such 
as is felt in going to a foreign country, where new measures are met with ; 
but everyone who has lived abroad knows how slight this inconvenience is. 
After a few months the new measures quite supplant the old; and it 
becomes convenient, in thinking of English measures, to translate them 
into those which even so short an experience has rendered familiar. It is, 
in fact, only through pure cowardice to meet a difficulty that the scientific 
world is taking up tho imperfect French system. A far better system, 
which would never require alteration, might be adopted, if we would only 
fairly look in the face the difficulty of changing tho counting radix ; and, 
like most difficulties, this seems the less the more it is looked at. 

Assuming then that the radix must be changed the question arises wliat 
number is to supplant ten. It must be a power of two. Two itself and four 
are too small. Eight has some claims but is also too small. Schoobboys 
would all vote for it as tliey would have to learn tlie multiplication table 
only lip to 8 times 8 instead of to 10 times 10 as at present, but the 
inconveniences of having so small a radix are too great and a larger must 
be sought. Thirty-two on the other hand is too large. Tho average 
mathematical mind would not he able to work a multiplication table 
extending to 82 times 82, and a loss of convenience would accrue. Half-way 
between these two would be about right, that is 10 should bo the radix. 
The multiplication table would not bo unwicldily large and the figures 
required to express a large number would not bo too numerous. The 
present radix 10 is oortaiuly smaller than is desirable, and 16 would be an 
improvement from every point of view. 
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Oar radix being time established we mast next establish oar nnit of 
length on which all the others depend. The earth is oar best naturil 
measure, and our standard sea-mile should represent a definite angle 
measured on its surface, as our present sea-mile or knot does* All oommer- 
oial nations, including the French, have been driven to adopt this measure 
for the purposes of navigation, although in no case does it correspond vnith 
any measure used on the land. The increasing importance of commerce 
makes it very desirable that the land-mile and the sea-mile should be the 
eame. This brings us to angular measurement as the foundation of the 
whole system. 

The French saw the absurdity of dividing the circle into ton equal parts, 
so they divided it into four right angles, and then divided each right angle 
into ten parts. On this division of the earth's circumference they founded 
their measures of length. Unfortunately the circle is not to be influenced 
by Acta of Parliament or of Senate. It is by its very nature divided not 
only into four right angles but also into six sections of equal importance to 
the right angle, and any system of angular measure which ignores this fact 
must break down. The French system ignored it so completely that the 
important angle of 60^ cannot even be expressed in figures. It consequently 
broke down completely ; it never had the least chance of coming into use 
and is now seldom heard of. 

It is essential that the division of the circle shall be such that the right 
angle, and the arc of which the chord is equal to radius, shall both be 
expressed by convenient numbers. If t^e arc of 60^ be divided into 16 
equal parts, 24 of such parts would represent the right angle, and this 
would, with the radix of 16, be the best division possible. On this system 
the earth’s circumference would be divided into 6 equal parts, which we may 
call radius arcs; each of those would be divided into 16 points, each point 
into 16 degrees, and each degree into 16 sea-miles. The circle would be 
divided in the eame manner, and the sea- mile would represent a measure of 
latitude corresponding to a second of the present measures. The new sea- 
mile would be a little longer than the present statute mile, and somewhat 
shorter than the present sea-mile or knot; it would be 6,860 feet long, 
while the statute mile contains 6,280 feet. Of course the mile would be 
farther sub-divided, always into sixteens, which would give us the ell equal 
to about 16 inches ; and the inch, which would differ only about 2 per cent, 
from the inch as we now have it. 

Measures of weight follow from those of length. A cubic ell of water 
would weigh 1871bs., and would be the standard. Larger or smaller 
measures would be obtained by multiplying or dividing by 16, as might be 
requu’ed. 
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The eubio ell and saperfioial ell would be the fundamental measures of 
oapaoity and area. 

Measurement of time is only a form of circular measurement, and the 
day should be divided, like the oirolo, into six watches of four hours each; 
the watch would be divided into sixteen parte, each exactly equal to a 
quarter of an hour ; and the quarter-hour into sixteen mmutes, instead of 
fifteen as at present. 

I need not fui'ther recite the different measures to be used, as I affix a 
table showing their value in ordinary English measures. 

Of course fifteen new figures would have to be designed to use with the 
sixteen-fold system of counting, as the present figures would have to be 
kept exclusively for the decimal system. In the tables I have used the 
letters of the alphabet instead of the new figures. 

The system I have sketched out would have all the advantages of the 
decimal system and none of -its disadvantages. It would be coherent 
throughout, and would greatly reduce the labour required in all arithmetical 
processes arising in business and science. There would be a loss of money 
in making the change, as a largo amount of capital has been invested in 
machinery which has been designed for sub-dividiiig the inch in England, 
and the corresponding measure in other countries. As far as England, 
Bussia, and America are concerned, this might be saved by a small sacrifice 
of the completeness of the system. By taking tlic inch as the standard, 
and multiplying by sixteen for the higher measures, wo should get a mile 
which would bo about 2 per cent, shorter than the sea-miio. 
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Abt. XII. — Notes on bloiving up Snags in the Waikato River with Dynamite. 

By R. R. Hunt. 

Plate III. 

[Read before the Auckland Tmtitute, 22nd October. 1877 .] 

Thr channels through tlio pumice sand in tlie ** sunken forest” near 
Rangiriri, Waikato river, arc constantly shifting and thus often expose new 
^‘snags '* or the remains of trees, which are very dangerous to steamers and 
barges plying on the river ; as a proof of which may be mentioned the fact, 
that three steamers and many barges of the Waikato Steam Navigation 
Company have been snagged and sunk by tliem ; this company (of which 
the writer is manager) whenever dangerous snags appear, blows them out 
with dynamite, and a few remarks on their experience may not prove 
uninteresting. 

First selecting a snag to be removed, a boat is moored above stream of 
it and athwart the current, by anchors, bow and stern ; these steady her 
in a breeze, and by their help the boat can bo pulled up stream when the 
fuse is fired, and after the explosion she can by them bo dropped back into 
exactly the same position as she had previously occupied; this being 
important as it sometimes happens tliat a second shot is required, and no 
one who has not tried can imagine how difficult it is to find the same snag 
or spot in running water after you have left it unmarked. 

Now, supposing the boat to be in position, the next thing to bo done is 
to carefully view the snag with a sub-aqueous telescope (if it may be so 
named) made as per sketcli (Plate III.). 

A hole is then bored down the stump with an inch-and-a-half auger to 
three feet six inches below low summer level, that depth permitting the 
steamers to pass over safely. 

Some dynamite and a cartridge previously prepared are then placed in 
the hole, the fuse fired, and the boat hauled away about fifty feet, a perfectly 
safe distance; soon the explosion is heard, and then, usually, tlie snag is a 
thing of the past. All this seems simple, but it is easier talked of than 
done. 

The cartridge is made up watertight simply to prevent the cap getting 
wet, water does not injure dynamite in the least. The sketch will show the 
fuse (that coated with rubber is the best) inserted in the cap, which is about 
an inch long, the cap is buried in the ignition charge, this being a particular 
kind of dynamite, the charge is connected witli one of the ordinary 21oz. 
packets of dynamite, these are tlien wrapped in common calico, tied tightly 
with string, and dipped into melted tallow or pitch to render the whole water- 
proof ; attach this cartridge to a slight stick, long enough to reach from the 
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bottom of the bore-hole to above water, the fuse being fastened to it* The 
cartridge is tlien complete. Care must bo taken that the diameter of the 
stick and cartridge together do not exceed one inch, else if the hole has not 
been bored perfectly straight, or if any roughness is loft in its sides, the 
cartridge may not go home, and only the top of the snag will be blown away. 
The water is sufficient tamping for dynamite. 

The hoU is hared with an inch-and-a-half shell auger, that kind being found 
superior to American or others, as it cleared itself of the borings better than 
they did. The hole is bored down to the depth at which it is desired to 
cut ofif the snag. 

Tfie mb-aqueous telescope, or instriimcnt for viewing the snags under water, 
is indispensable; without it much valuable time would be wasted; it is 
difficult to see objects clearly under water even under the favourable circum- 
stances of a clear sunsliiiiy day and the surface of the river smooth, and it 
becomes impossible to do so with a slight ripple on it, which is its usual 
condition. It is necessary to boro into solid wood, some of the snags are 
rotten at the sides, and a charge exploded there is wasted ; with the telescope 
you can see exactly where to boro, the amount of dynamite required, and 
the work can proceed uninterruptedly. 

The chartje of dynamite used varied with the size of the snag — from 5oz. 
to 21 oz, were tried ; the average charge was 86z. It was found to be false 
economy to use too little, as the exidosion then only shattered the stump, 
and it took double or treble the quantity next shot to clear it away entirely. 
About half-a-pound was sufficient for a stump two feet in diameter. The 
workmen judged how many packets of dynamite to place in the hole 
according to size of the snag, and upon these the cartridge was placed. 
Though each packet is wrajiped in thick paper, they all explode 
instantaneously. 

The snag which sunk the p.s. “ Quickstep” was four feet diameter. The 
men revenged her by placing one pound and a-half of dynamite in it. 
After the explosion not a vestige of it could be found. 

p'jfects of the Explosion . — The action of dynamite on the snags is 
peculiar ; it invariably cuts them off attlie bottom of the auger-hole, leaving 
a flat surface on the remaining part of iho stump, as if a cross-cut saw had 
done it. One new pile which was desired out of the way, was cut off at the 
'water’s edge, then bored as usual, and after the explosion the part from the 
bottom of the auger-hole upwards floated to tlie surface with the hole stiU 
through it, and hearing signs as if another saw had been at work below 
water cross-cutting it. The whole of the snags operated upon were upright 
stumps of trees, with one exception. This was a log resting horizontally, 
out of water. The men hoped to split it up, and bored a hole in the middle 
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of the log to its centre. Then the same cross-cutting action was seen ; it 
did not split the log, b\it cut it nearly in lialf, as if it had been done with a 
gouge ; and a second shot in the same place showed a like result. Then 
they found an old split in tlic end of the log ; a cliarge in this simply laid it 
open along the line of the old cleavage. Some few of the snags evidenced 
a downwanl force from the explosion, disappearing entirely ; the only thhig 
remaining to show where they had been being air-bubbles rising from the 
sandy river-bed at the spot. One hollow snag, three feet diameter and the 
same deep, with a shell only two to three incliea thick, showed this downward 
force well. Many charges had been tried in tlie shell, but without much effect, 
as they did not seem to bo able to get a hold of it, merely si>lintering it. 
One pound of dynamite was then placed at the bottom of the cavity, and 
after the explosion an oar was put down ilie split nine foet I but the old 
stump stands triumphantly there still. Some people use dynamite for 
felling trees. The writer is not awaro how they apply it, but thinks the 
observed cross-cutting action should be further experimented upon. If 
boring a hole from the outside to the centre of a tree, and exploding 
dynamite therein, docs not shatter it fbr timber, proves expeditious and 
economical in felling, it would certainly save many lives per annum, as the 
fuse could be timed to let every one get clear of the tree, and no accidents 
to bushmen should then bo chronicled. 

The cost of blou'ing up snags by dynamite must l)e trifling as compared 
with the method followed during the war by the Government of cutting 
them out with saws. The aforesaitl company tried this plan before the 
writer adopted the dynamite ; it tlien cost them fifteen shillings per snag, 
with the dynamite about five shillings each. On tlie average three men 
are able to blow out eight snags jier day. 

Names of the wood operated on are (mostly) kauri, matai, and rirau; the 
latter resisted the dynamite more than the others, taking at least double 
the quantity to blow them out. The top of the snag which sunk the p.s. 
“ Waipa is now in the Auckland Museum ; it is kauri ; when cut off by a 
diver and brought into contact with the air it split up directly, as you may 
now see it. 

Further experinieuts will be made on next snagging expedition, with a 
view to lessening the cost of blowing up snags, by doing away with the 
boring and making the dynamite do the whole work — viz.; Firsts upon 
small snags of nine to twelve inches in diameter by encircling the trunk by 
packets of dynamite like a string of sausages round it to see if it will cut 
the snag off. Second^ upon snags of from one to two feet in diameter, to 
see if exploding the dynamite on the somewhat flat top will remove thorn. 
Thirds to ascertain the effect of a sausage-like string of dynamite exploded 
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inside of hollow snags. Tlae result of these experiments will probably be 
sent to you at some future time. 


Art. XIII . — Notes on the/ning of Torpedoes by Electricity. By J. A. Pond. 

[Head before the Auckland Institute^ l^ih Kovembtrt J.877.] 

The short note by R. II. Hunt read at the last meeting, relative to 
destroying snags by dynamitic charges, has led me to bring this subject 

again before the members, as I believe an alteration in the manner of 

firing the charges, which was carried out by the fuse, may lead to more 
coraprehensive working in this matter, with more certainty, safety, and 
economy. 

In the first place I would premise that the charges placed for the 
demolition of the snags arc of gunpowder, and so arranged as to be fired 
by the ordinary fuse ; this being so, it simply remains to exchange the 
latter for an insulated copper wh*g from a moderately powerful electric or 
galvanic battery. Tlio wire having been cut, and a few inches of platinum 

wire inserted, it only remains to enclose this in the powder, place the 

charge and withdraw; the connection with the battery then being com- 
pleted, the platinum wrire tlu’ough its inferior conductivity becomes incan- 
descent, and the charge is exploded. When, however, the cartridge is of 
dynamite, lithofracteur, or nitro-glyccrino, it rcquh’cs the addition of fulmi- 
nate of mercury to explode it, and this being placed in a small copper tube 
may bo ignited either with platinum wire ns before or by the spark ; the 
former, however, is the safer, as any disarrangement of the striking dis- 
tance might prove fatal to the explosion of the charge. 

I need hardly remark that the distance wdiich may be gained from the 
scene of danger, the security attained, the i)recision and certainty of the igni- 
tion, place this means of filing far before that of the fuse for sub-aqueous 
explosions. And even on points of economy the firing by electricity will 
be advantageous, as only a small portion of the insulated wire is injured 
sufficiently to be valueless for future operations. Another advantage is 
gained when a number of charges are to bo fired simultaneously, as this 
can be done at one connection of the wires, providing that the charges are 
not too numerous and too far apart, as in that case, after a few have been 
exploded the electric current chooses the shorter circuit through the water, 
caused by the rupture of the wire. When blasting is carried on upon the 
land or in mines, the value of this manner of firing would bo shown chiefly 
in the reduction of the number of serious accidents caused by the hanging 
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fire of the fuse and sudden explosion while drilling out or putting in an 
adjacent shot, through the smouldering fuse suddenly completing the work 
for .which it was intended. One difficulty would be experienced at first in 
insulating the copper wire with a material that would withstand the heavy 
blows generally administered in tamping, but when charges of lithofracteur, 
dynamite, or nitro-glycorino arc used in the same places, this difficulty 
would be obviated by the use of water, mud, or soft material for tamping ; 
and especially in those instancos where simultaneous firing is required, the 
moment of explosion and tlie number of charges to be dealt with is so 
completely under control, that I am surprised so little has been done as 
yet in the more frequent use of electricity for this purpose. 

But passing to a more serious consideration of this subject — tlie firing of 
torpedoes — I trust I may be excused if I bring before the members of this 
Institute the extreme and increasing interest taken in this weapon at home 
andtlic enormous strides wdiich are being taken, first to bring this arm into 
use for the defence of ports and the attack upon ship.s*, and secondly to 
guard, as far as possible, against the disastrous consequences of a successful 
attack with this weapon. And when we think of the fearful effects caused 
by the explosion of a w^ell-chargod torpedo when i^laced in its most favourable 
position for damaging a vessel, and take cognizance of the wonderful powx'rs 
and varied character of the respective torpedoes, each fraught with ilie same 
object, it should do more than interest us, and cause us to enquire in what 
way these weapons may bo of service in the defence of our ports, and 
whether we have to deal with the Whitehead torpedo, with its complicated 
and secret machinery, with its evolutions so wonderful that Lord Salisbury 
lately remarked at a public meeting “ that it could do almost anything but 
talk,” — the Harvey torpedo, w’liich may bo tow^ed parallel to the towing 
vessel and at a long distance from her, and thus be brouglit to bear in a 
speedy manner upon tlie enemy — or the still more deadly, because liidden, 
torpedo, moored in the track of ships and ready to be fired by the electric 
wire, it behoves us to examine and, as far as x^ossible, decide in wliat way 
we could be guarded from the attack of armed cruisers, who liaviug levelled 
black mail upon us, would probably return again at another convenient 
season. With this object I have brought before you the pouits which I 
consider should be guarded and tlie means of so doing, and I may add tliat 
when we see the neighbouring colonies taking this matter in hand with the 
same object, I tliink we should he up and doing while there is time and not 
be in the sorrowful position when too late of knowing that 
“ Of all the Bad thoughts of tongue or pea 
The Raddoftt are those, it might have been.” 

Owing to the many entrances to our spacious harbour, it becomes a 
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serious oonsideration to guard each placo, as beyond the ordinary route 
through the Eangitoto channel we have the eastern passage on both sides of 
Moto Ihi, the Wailieke Channel and the sand-spit^ but the whole of these 
converge to a point between Brown Island and Eangitoto, thus practically 
reducing the points to bo guarded to two, and these I will deal with 
separately. Outside of a line drawn from the reef to the mainland no point 
can be obtained by which the elevation of a gun could accurately be brought 
to bear upon Auckland, but inside that line several points come in to view 
which would prove of value for that purpose, though distant from the city, 
notably the new hospital, All Saints Church, and Parnell, therefore our first 
defence must bo outside this line, and that will commence from the reef. 
Hero the safe working channel does not exceed three-quarters of a mile, and 
at this place I would place the first line of toi-pedoes, inside of which I 
woTild have a second, third, and fourth line decreasing in number and 
coming to an apex, all being connected with the station by insulated 
wire in the way I will now describe. The safe working channel 
being about 1,(500 yards wide, t would place say 14 toipedoes in the 
first lino, 12 in the second, 8 in the third, and 5 in the fourtli, the electric 
connections being carried to a high station, for instance, the Norih Head, 
which is admirably suited for the purpose. If this station was decided 
upon it would bo the only one required for the defence of both entrances, as 
I will show presently. 

On the high cliffs approaching the lake, which reach an elevation 
of sixty or seveuiy feet, will he required an observing station with ono 
operator to give the signal to the main station at the North Head, by 
electric alarum, as to the enemy’s approaching the first lino of defence, and 
the same with respect to the second and third. From the main station it 
would bo seen by the use of a theodolite or cross-wired telescope (the 
position of the torpedoes being accurately known) whether the enemy was 
sufficiently in position for the firing of the nearest toi’pcdo, if not she would 
bo permitted to come tow ards the second line, and presuming she had gone 
midway between the intervals in the first line she would now he approaching 
exactly to one in the second line, and on the signal being given from the 
observing station that slie w^as already on that line, and its being seen from 
the main station that she was over or close to the position of the torpedo, 
it would simply require the depressing of the electric key to insure the 
discharge of the torpedo and probable ruin of the vessel. 

With respect to the defence of the Eastern passage, I wish to draw 
attention to the naiTowing of the Koreho Channel about miles N.E. of 
the Bean Eocks, or nearly midway between that spot and Browrn Island, 
and also that in the centre of this channel is a very shallow bank of only 



Pond. — NoteJi on the Jlrintj of Torpedoes by Khetricity, 


107 


If fathoms at low tide, while projecting from Bangitoto is a bank with only 
fathoms, giving only 1,400 yards of channel to the bank on the south 
side, while midway is the shallow bank about 400 yards long, thus reducing 
the distance to bo defended to loss than 1,000 yards. It will thus be seen 
that fewer torpedoes will be required to defend this passage, and the North 
Head would bo directly at right angles to it, thus placing it very favourably 
for direct observation, while the liighland to the west of the Tamaki Heads 
would prove a favourable position for observation from whence to signal, 
either by flags, lights or telegraph, the approach of the enemy to the first 
line of the defence. I would pay especial attention to this passage, as I 
think it very liltely an enemy would choose tliat, anticipating that the most 
used channel would be the best guarded. And it must be borne in mind 
that the days for attack by sailing craft are past, and that, if Auckland 
was attacked, it would be by several steamers and not one only, as no 
enemy would do so hazardous a thing as to send in an unx^iloted and 
unattended steamer, as the slightest mishap to vessel or macluncry would 
at such a time place her at the mercy of those she came to molest ; nor is it 
likely that small, light draught cruisers would be chosen for the work, as in 
the South Pacific there are no naval stations wliere tlie attacking squadron 
would be safe from the British navy then on the st,ation, or where they 
could provision, coal, or dock, therefore large vessels alone would bo 
enabled to attempt the work, and again a hglit drauglit vessel would bo 
unable to carry an armament sufficiently powerful to do any damage at 
long range. 

With respect to the distance of Auckland from the respective outer lines 
of proposed defence, I find from the Admiralty Chart that the centre of the 
first line in Bangitoto Channel is 200 yards less than five miles, but this 
would be reduced to 4 3 miles should the vessel stand well in to the bank, 
still keeping outside the line ; this is measured to the lower part of Queen 
Street, but by his standing in so close it would preclude him from seeing 
tuiy portion of Auckland district unless from his mast-head, and then tho 
only places which ho could observe would be Mount Eden, Mount Hobson, 
and perhaps one or two otlier poiiits of tho high land, and from this position 
I do not think wo have anything to fear from slmt or shell falling into tho 
city, as irrespective of tiio distance ho has no point on which to concentrate 
his fire, and certainly none on which to observe tlie ollcct of his work. 
But from the Korcho Channel tho position is altered, as here he has full 
view of tho town, which he could absolutely rake provided he had artillery 
which would carry far enough ; but the distance from this point to the 
lower part of Queen Street is five miles and 800 yards, and here again must 
be borne strongly in mind the fact that guns heavy enough to throw shell 
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such a distance can only be borne on large vessels, and the draught <St these 
would not permit of such a ship lying at anchor in 8^^ fathoms of water 
at low tide, as the risk of grounding at low water, which she would inevitably 
do, would bo too gi’eat, as any injury to her screw or rudder would almost 
certainly prove fatal to her enterprise. It will be seen from the chart that 
I have taken tliis necessity in view all through, and thus only protected the 
channel, leaving the banks unguarded ; if, however, a light draught steamer 
was to accompany the attacking fleet, she might bo sent forsvard to try and 
get within range of the city, and this slie could only do by running the 
gauntlet of the defences, or getting over the banks north and south of the 
Koreho Channel ; to prevent this, a few torpedoes could be placed on the 
banks, and with a few judiciously placed dummies, which being seen would 
make her cautions how she essayed the attempt, would, I think, bo 
sufficient. One more point and I have finished with this part of my 
paper. The electrical station which I propose at the North Head would be 
two miles and 700 yards distant from the outer line of the eastern 
defence, and 2J miles from that in Rangitoto Channel, and from this point 
a gun battery would bo well within range to prevent a small steamer 
running in, and also to guard the electric wires from any attempt at drag- 
ging and grappling them. It might he worthy of consideration as to the 
advisability of laying a few elcctric-attachcd torpedoes, with circuit-closing 
attachments, by which any vessel coming in would, on contact, close the 
circuit herself and thus discharge the torpedo directly under her ; two of 
these circuit-closers might be attaclied, floating just beneath the water at a 
certain distance on either side and above the torpedo ; any sliip tlien touching 
either would bo within striking distance of the charge, and in time of peace 
the connections of the battery would bo broken, or if only a weak current 
was permitted to flow, the addition of a light, deflecting galvanometer would 
give notice of a passing vessel during the night. 

But the laying these torpedoes as I have proposed is not by any means 
all that is necessary. What wo require first is a volunteer company, to be 
especially trained to the work. It would not require many men, but they 
must be of undoubted courage and intelligence ; and I think there would 
be no difficulty in forming such a company of, say, thirty men, which might 
be attached to the artillery or naval force, but preferably remain intact. 
They would require to master the knowledge of the diffei ont torpedoes and 
the means of firing them ; then, with Iho addition of a few Harvey, two or 
three Whitehead, and some spar torpedoes, I think the port might be made 
thoroughly impregnable. The use of the small steam launch, now so seldom 
reqtiired, might be given to them occasionally, and they would thus make 
themselves thoroughly acquainted with the positions they had to defend ; 
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and to effectually prepare for the defence, it would only necessitate fixing 
the anchors or blocks of stone to hold the torpedoes in i)lace, together with 
a rope reeved through the ring and buoyed, so that in time of danger the 
torpedo could bo attached to its electrical connections, and hauled down 
into its place. 

There are many details which it would be the duty of the company to 
learn and understand so thoroughly tliat when needed everything would be 
in position and free from any fatal hurry. One actual necessity for the 
completion of this scheme would be, in times of actual danger, the closing 
of the port between sunset and sunrise, and the establishment of a pilot force 
for reconnamance before permitting any vessel to enter. Witliout this the 
whole plan would bo valueless. The closing the Bean Rock lighthouse, and 
removal of buoys and beacons, would also be advisable. 

With respect to the sunken toi*pedoes, I would have them made in the 
simplest manner, very similar but much smaller than the iron buoys which 
mark our coast. The connections would require to be severely tested, and 
the charge would be of dynamite or lithofractour, fired by fulminate of 
mercury. If of dynamite, which would bo preferable on account of less 
danger to the charge from leakage, the cartridge would not need to be more 
than SOlbs., equal to an explosive force of fiOOlbs. of powder. I tliink it 
would bo found more economical to increase the number of torpedoes than 
the weight of the charges. Dynamite is a material of commerce now, and 
generally obtainable ; but if in case of danger it was found necessary to 
make it, wo have material in the city to make several hundred pounds of 
nitro-glyceriiie, and the meii to undertake its manufacture, while infusorial 
earth is obtainable at the distance of a few miles from the city. Fulminate 
of meremy also could be prepared in a few horns when required. 

I have thus shown that the work of defending our port can be done 
at any moment, and if it were carried out as I have suggested by a volunteer 
torpedo company it would bo but a small expense to the Government, and 
could go on in fine weather and at leisure ; and when it was known that 
defence became a necessity the completion of the work could be carried out 
systematically and orderly long before there was any actual need of it, 
as with the telegraphic communication with Europe wo should be in 
possession of the news in a few hours, while several weeks would elapse 
before an enemy could put in an appearance. I have now completed my 
remarks upon the subject of defence by torpedoes, but with your permission 
will say a few words upon the probability of landing being effected. 

I do not anticipate any danger from this, as it is unlikely so large a 
squadron w'ould be despatched to such a distance as to enable them to land 
a sufficient body qf men to prove a source of real danger ; but, presuming 
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such to be the case, wo have a marked satisfaction in knowing that no part 
of tho colony is so favourably placed as we are in tliis respect, as in addition 
to the companies now forming our volunteer force there are a large number 
of men who have had to learn how to defend their homes in years gone by, 
and these I feel sure could largely bo counted on as a defonoo force at a few 
hours’ notice. If the enemy came by liaiigitoto Channel they could only 
land in the \icinity of the lake where Auckland would not bo threatened, 
and a capital defence of the isthmus of the North Shore could be made. 
If, on the other hand, they came through the eastern passage, they would 
probably push up the Tamaki and strike tho Panmure road. With the 
defence now to be made I have notliing to do, except to point out the 
number of small steamers we have in the harbour which could carry a large 
body of armed men to any point threatened within an houi\ 

In conclusion, I do not lay claim to any original work except adapting 
the ways already known to our harbour. In this also I have to acknowledge 
W’ith thanks much information from Captain Burgess, harbour master, and 
for tliG plan of laying tho torpedoes to A. H. Atteridge, in a paper to tho 
Vojmlar Science lUvieu^ 1873 . 


Art. XIY. — K.eperiments on ihe TJ/tinff J*ower of Inclined Planes in Aerial 
Transit, By Henry Skey. 

Plate IV. 

\Tteafl before the Otago Itottihile^ 9th October, 1877.J 
One of the great difficulties in aeronautics is tho steering tho apparatus 
if a balloon be emxdoycd, and even if any other method of aerial transit be 
attempted the additional difficulty presents itself of rendering the apparatus 
stable in higli winds. 

To steer a balloon does indeed appear a hopeless task; but to the 
question, is it possible that an aerial machino could be devised which 
would retain its position of equilibrium in the fitful and uricertain currents 
of the atmosphere, wliile at the same time it could be propelled at on 
angle more or leas against the wind, so that by tacking it could, like a ship, 
navigate against the wind, it will be my endeavour in tliia and two following 
papers, from observation, experiment, and demonstration to answer in the 
affirmative. 

The whole animal kingdom, from mammals, birds, fishes, lizards, and 
insects furnishes us with creatures more or loss endowed with powers of 
flight ; hut it is more especially to the sailing flight of sea-birds that our 
attention will be at present directed. What must attract notice is their 
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prolonged power of buoyancy under certain circumstances with scarcely 
any flapping of the wings. On watching carefully this kind of flight 
it can be seen that the wings are kept nearly horizontal but with the 
anterior margin very slightly elevated above the posterior and thin edge 
of the wing. The angle thus formed by the wing with the lino of motion 
is very small, indeed if it were not small it is easily proved that the 
onward motion of the bird would be quickly arrested from the quantity 
of air which would require to be displaced. It does indeed appear 
wonderful that a bird weighing perhaps ten pounds can be supported in 
this manner so long a time when it has once obtained a certain velocity. 
In every-day life, however, wo have many instances of the lateral pressure 
of the air on planes in a direction transverse to the motion ; wo have only 
to walk slowly with a piece of paper held at an oblique angle to the line of 
progression, or to open an outer door of a building an inch or two if the 
door opens outwards when the wind is blowing obliquely in, when it will be 
at once noticed, and if a gale of wind is blowing it wnll be found impossible 
by main force to prevent the door flying open in a surprising manner if it 
is once opened a few degrees. 

If solids are made to impinge on planes, then the angle of reflection is 
equal to the angle of incidence. If, however, a current of air impinges on 
a plane, then the elasticity of the air comes into play with very curious 
results. Tlio following experiments, which I now rei)eat, W'cro made with 
a view of ascertaining the action of the air on inclined pianos at different 
angles : — 

Experiment, No. 1. — If a book one or more inches thick is placed flat on 
a table, and any small light body is also placed on it, about as far beyond 
the book as the book is thick, it will bo found impossible to so blow across 
the book as to send tlie light body aw^ay, for instead of moving from 
you it flies towards you. 

Experiment, No, 2. — If a current of air is blown obliquely onto a table 
covered with saw'dust, we shall observe that the whole of the sawdust 
affected by the wind is not blown in the direction of the current, but that a 
considerable portion is actually blown along the plane towards the primitive 
current. 

Experiment, No, 8. — If a current of air blown through a tube impinges 
at any given oblique angle upon a point in a horizontal plane, the incident 
current I P (liguro 1) is not reflected at an equal angle to the plane from 
the point P along the line P Q, as might be 8U])poscd ; for, if a lighted 
taper bo hold at Q, the flame is actually drawn downwards, and if the taper 
be moved over a largo range of angular vertical measurement the flame is 
still drawn towards, the plane. 
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Those apparent paradoxes may be partly explained when we consider 
the perfect elasticity of the air ; for when it strikes the point P it then^ 
after compression, by virtue of its ela.^ticity, diverges from P at all angles 
along the plane ; so readily does it escape laterally that it appears to draw 
a large volume of formerly (piiesoent air down too. 

Expemnent, No. 4. — lieversing experiment No. 8, “ action and re- 
action being equal and contrary,” it follows that when a plane APB 
(figure 2) oblique to the horizon is carried with its upward and anterior 
edge in a horizontal direction, the tendency of the incident current I P 
is not to be reflected along the line P Q, but the an: is retained closer to 
the surface of the plane, which fact must very materially increase the 
lateral pressure, and therefore greatly assist in buoying up the plane. 

Experiment ^ No, 5 . — In order to ascertain the lifting pressure exerted by 
the inertia and elasticity of the air on a plane set at various angles and 
travelling with a given velocity, the apparatus here exhibited was devised ; 
it consists of a thin sheet of metal a foot square, so connected with a spring 
balance that it can ho set to any given angle. Action and reaction being 
equal and contrary, it is clear that if this instrument be set in a current of 
au* the same effects are obtained as if the plane wore moved at the same 
velocity through still air. The instrument was placed in a strong wind, 
and when the plane w^as first placed at a riglit angle to the current, with 
the spring so arranged as to show the horizontal pressure, it registered an 
average pressure of 2*7 lbs. on the square foot, indicating a velocity of tlie 
air of 23 miles per hour. The instrument was then so arranged as to 
measure the vertical pressure when tlie x>laue was set at various angles to 
the horizon. The following table gives a summary of the average results 
of a number of experiments therewith : — 


Angi.k to Horizon. 
6 ° 

10 ® 

20 ® 

80 ® 

40 ® 

50 ® 


LiIVTINO PBaBBVRB IN LBB. 

113 

1’48 

1-65 

1-88 

200 

1*80 


By this we see that the lifting pressure of a piano one foot square travelling 
through still air is more than half as groat at an angle of as it is at 40^, 
while we know that the resistance to its forw’ard or horizontal motion is 
almost removed, for considerably less air has to be displaced. In fact, the 
inertia of the air is utilized with small angles, for considerably greater 
velocity can be imparted to the plane with the same expenditure of force. 

From the foregoing experiments it appears that the law of “resolution 
of forces'’ as applied to solids is inapplicable in the case of gases. More- 
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over, the nature of the surface of the plane, and also the nature of Uie 
impinging body, materially influence the results. 

These experiments assist in explaining tlie prolonged sailing flight of 
birds, for, when the wings are retained so as to fonn a very small angle to 
the horizontal line, there will still be a very considerable upward pressure 
to sustain the bkd in its progress through the air ; they also show that if, 
as has been assorted, birds prolong their flight by gradually increasing the 
angle of their wing planes, then that alteration need bo and indeed can be 
only witliin very narrow limits ; for a bird sailing in still air with its wing 
pianos at an angle of 5° and travelling with a velocity of 28 miles per hour 
receives a support of 1*18 lbs per square foot of wing area, while if it alters 
its planes to 20° it only receives about half as much more support, even if 
we suppose its velocity unaltered ; four times the angle of inclination to the 
horizon only giving one half more 8UX)port. Now the resistance horizontally 
which the wing encounters at 20° is about 16 times as great as what it 
encounters at 6°, which would quickly an*cst its progress, somewhat similarly 
to what may be observed when pigeons are alighting, for when near the 
ground they suddenly raise the anterior portions of their wings, their 
horizontal motion is stopped, a very slight rise is also noticed, and they 
alight without injury. 

It appears, therefore, that it is only within small angxilar ranges that 
the alteration of wing plane prolongs the power of flight. 

The wing of a bird is so constructed that it can bo retained with 
sufficient rigidity at these minute angles. 


Akt, XV. — Introduction of tlie Tension Wheel in Aerial Transit. 

By Henby Skey. 

Plate IV. 

{Read before the Otago Institute^ 9th Octohert 1877.] 

Attempts have been made to solve the problem of aerial flight by means of 
planes moved at great velocity in a rectilinear direction, but the difficulties 
to be overcome in staiiing, balancing, and steering them appear to present 
insuperable obstacles to success. The difficulties are not much lessened if 
we rotate rigid planes, if built up from a centre and worked thereh-om, as 
great strength and insoparahle weight would be requhed, and the weight of 
the axis and all the parts near it would act as so mucli dead weight. 

That however a considerable ascensional force can be imparted to 
revolving planes Lh easily shown by the following experiment >I take a 
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piece of thia, stiff card-board and cut a cross out of it ; a slight obliquity is 
then imparted to the arms or pianos, and a piece of wood is cemented 
through the centre to act as a vortical axis ; if, then, rotation be imparted 
to it by the finger and thumb, it readily rises to the ceiling of the room. 
Varying the experiments as regards shape, etc., it is found advantageous to 
construct the planes broader towards the circumference ; secondly, to bend 
the broad ends or tips somewhat downwards ; and, thirdly, to impart a 
slight screw-form to the vanes in imitation of that possessed by a feather. 

The boomerang, used as a missile by the Australian natives, affords an 
example how a horizontal force can bo transformed into a lifting force. 
The wheel, here exhibited, has been devised with the idea of securing the 
planes in tlicir true position, especially towards the tips, and of discarding 
all dead weight in those parts near the centre of the wheel where the motion 
of rotation is too slow to assist in elevating it. To effect tlaese, I have 
constructed a horizontal wheel in which the circumference is, as it were, 
the basis or skeleton, and the radii act by tension so as to retain a light 
vertical axis in the centre. In this mauiior a surprisingly largo, strong, 
and light wheel is obtained, the necessary weight of the circumference 
being utilized, as will afterwards be explained. 

Two systems of radii are attached to the circumference of the wheel, 
each system containing eight pairs of tension strings ; the tension of all 
these radii can bo thus increased simultaneously by simply widening the 
systems on the axis. 

By an inspection of the model, it will be scon that narrow pieces of 
tracing-cloth are attached between each pair of the tension strings ; tlio 
anterior edge of each plane is attached to the upper side of the cii’cum- 
ferenoo, and the posterior edge to the lower side of it. The thickness of 
the rim thus gives the degree of obliquity of the planes, namely, 5° at the 
tips, while the planes are nearly horizontal near the axis. By this 
arrangement the resistance of the air to the motion of the radii is utilized 
in buoying up the wheel ; and as the axis can be turned directly by a crank, 
the necessary speed of the circumference can be obtained by simply making 
the wheel large enough, thus dispensing with the friction which would arise 
if multiplying wheels wore used — size of the wheel forming no theoretical 
objection in the limitless expanse. The waste of power by resistance and 
friction can be thus reduced to a minimum. 

Though tliere must bo great difficulty in observing the shape and position 
which the individual feathers and wings of birds assume while in actual 
flight, yet it is easy to fix them in a current of air and so watch the effect. 
In tins way it will be seen that the posterior and thin edge of the feather 
yields more than the other parts in flight, especially towards the tips. The 
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tip end is also raised, so that the feather becomes less curved longitudinally, 
and assumes the figure of a thin and slightly bent knife, with the concave 
side downwards, the screw of the feather unwinding as it were. 

If the feathers and wings of birds were straight when quiescent, and if 
every transverse section were inclined to the same angle— ^if, for instance, 
they were planes when not in action — then, when they came to bo acted 
on by the air, they would, unless perfectly rigid, lose that proper figure 
essential to buoyancy, for the tips would twist more than tlio other parts, 
and the longitudinal section would become convex downwards* Perfect 
rigidity of a plane would necessitate too much weight. 

Wo therefore see them formed with a twist or screw in the reverse 
direction to that in which the ak itself twists them when in action. Then, 
when they come into action, they assume of themselves the proper and 
best figure, so that every part can act at nearly the same angle upon the 
air. 

The action of the air itself confers the requisite rigidity, and the greater 
the speed or jDressure, so much greater is the rigidity ; the wing then assumes 
a knife-like figure ax)proaching to a plane but shghtly concave downwards. 

This appears to he the figure of the wings of birds while sailing and 
wheeling, for when they are viewed when the eye is in the same plane as 
tlie wing they appear as shown in fig. 8, in which the wings are represented 
as mere lines. It will he noticed in the case of this wheel that this is also 
tlie figure which the tensile radii assume when in action. 

Tho method here adopted allows of the very important advantage of 
using extremely thin anterior edges for the planes, whereby the air is cut, so 
to speak, for tho nearer they approach to a matliematical lino the better, as 
the resistance to the horizontal motion of the radii is surprisingly lessened. 

When those jdanes arc revolved with the same velocity as the wind, it is 
clear that oven in a gale tho wind cannot give any pressure against them 
except on the under and elevating sides. 

Bailing birds first acquire a groat initial velocity generally by flapping 
their wings. Naturalists and observers dilTer as to the direction of the 
vibratory motion of the wing in this kind of flight, probably on account of 
different birds being selected as examples, and omitting in some cases to 
mention whether the forward motion of tho bird itself is included in the 
asserted direction of the stroke. For instance, a bird fastened by a string, 
or one which may bo rising vertically, or, better still, a hovering bird, 
which we will assume to strike vertically downwards with its wings, would 
not really when in transit move them vertically downwards, although the 
stroke or attempt might be so ; for tho downward stroke compounds with 
the horizontal motion of the bird producing a forward and downwards or 
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oblique stroke. As the anterior edge of the wing is only slightly elevated in 
flight, a considerable upward pressure is received during the down>strpke of 
the wing as the air reacts on the concave side. As this stroke involves the 
most work, tlieroforo the muscles which effect it ai‘e of great size and 
strength. We must not suppose that the up-stroke of the wing is only 
useful to so raise it as that it can bo again depressed, for in the up-stroke 
we may detect one of the main provisions for its onward transit ; for in the 
up-stroko, as the anterior portion of the wing is still moi’e or less elevated, 
it is clear that a powerful forward impulse is thus given to the wing and 
thence to the bird. 

As it is ranch easier to move the wing upwards than downwards, as the 
upper and convex side meets less resistance from the air, therefore the 
upward stroke is effected by smaller and weaker muscles, acting probably in 
a more disadvantageous position. 

From the form and structure of birds and from tlie foregoing observa- 
tions, it is apparent that a comparatively small force will start and propel 
them horizontally to that which is required to sustain them against the 
force of gravity ; hence the attempt in the model before us to so construct the 
sails or wings that the tips are kept at a small but precise angle, and the 
whole length thereof is by its construction, when in action, compelled to 
assume a slight concavity. There is, however, a limit to this concavity, for 
as the principal part of the weight of the wheel is at the circumference, 
therefore the greater the speed the greater is the centrifugal force of all parts 
of the circumference, thus increasing the tension ; the very slight elasticity 
of the rim thus coming into action. 


Abt. XVI . — Introduction of the Principle of the Gyroscope in Aerial Transits 

By Hf.nry Skky. 

Plate IV. 

\Jtead before the Otago Institute, Wi October, 1877 .J 
All our ideas of stability of direction and position are but relative, and the 
same law which expresses that all matter moves in straight lines until 
deflected by another force, and which regulates a planet in its path, can 
give stability to an aerial machine, so that it can bo propelled and steered 
in any direction even against moderate winds indeed the most permanent 
thing in nature is the axis round which a symmetrical body rotates ; we 
have many familiar instances of the permanency of the plane of rotation, 
from the child’s missiles, tops and hoops, then again the wheels of bicycles, 
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on the small soale ; whilo on the grand soale we have the axes of the eartli 
and all oelesbial orbs as examples. A smooth thin atone thrown through 
the air keeps its plane of rotation nearly conataiit even when a high wind 
i£f blowing, the slight rotation in its own plane keeping it therein. 

From experiments given in a former paper ; it was shown that when 
very oblique planes are moved through the air with the anterior edge only 
slightly elevated, there is not then much power wasted in driving a mass of 
air before them in a horizontal direction, and more than tliis there is a 
considerably less mass of air forced downwards, the inertia and elasticity of 
the air tending to impart great upward pressure unto the piano. 

In a second paper + it was endeavoured to show how very thin planes 
could be preserved at a certain small angle, by letting them form tlie tensile 
radii of a large wheel, the circumference of which forms the basis or skeleton 
thereof. 

If planes were made to travel in a rectilinear dii’cction instead of in a 
circle, then, provided they could bo kept in that line, the tlieoretical 
conditions for flight would bo attained ; for all the particles of the plane, by 
their direction and momentum, would contribute to the result ; but as 
practical difficulties appear to be in the way, it becomes a matter of interest 
to enquire if the greater part of the weight of a wheel could not bo so placed 
at its circumference as to obtain all the advantages of the rectilinear motion 
of the planes, wliilo the weight absolutely necessary at the circumference of 
the wheel can at the same time bo utilized as actually affording the best of 
all means of preserving it in its position of equilibrium after the manner of 
a gyroscope. 

To effect this a wheel was constructed about thirty inches in diameter 
having a metal rim and with a light axis supported in the centre by tensile 
radii ; the radii being nearly horizontal by construction there is little air to 
be displaced, and the resistance to the circular motion of the wheel is nearly 
reduced to the mere rubbing friction of the atmosphere ; a great velocity can 
therefore bo imparted to the wheel. When the axis is waxed it can bo so 
rapidly rotated by the hands that, notwithstanding its weighing half a i)oimd, 
the wheel rises for a short time off the floor, and the same if weighted ; a 
considerably slower speed will however keep it in its plane of rotation, 
thereby proving that a lighter rim can be used. In largo wheels paper 
tubing would be unequalled for rigidity and strength. A small wheel on 
the same principle was therefore constructed with a cane in place of a metal 
rim which manifested great buoyancy when rotated. 

In order to prevent the framework or car which carries the wheel from 
rotating, I have attached another tension wheel thereto, with the opposite 
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edges of its planes or radii elevated, and as this requires to be turned in an 
opposite direction, tliorcfore the car is kept from rotating. In the model 
there is a crank in each of the axes and at the same height, md each crank 
is connected by a rod to a vertical pedal common to both ; in this manner both 
wheels are compelled to rotate with the same speed but in opposite directions; 
it then follows that by turning only one of the cranks by the hand the whole 
apparatus would by reaction be guided in azimuth when required. In order 
to apply any pow’cr or force we must have a basis or part which acts as a 
fulcrum wherein action and reaction can have full sway. In birds and all 
flying creatures each wing is paired with another. 

In the working compartment of this model the attempt has been made 
to so arrange the parts as to utilize the immense force w'hioh the human 
form is so eminently capable of exerting. The machinery is reduced to tlio 
simplest form, namely the two perpendicular winches between which manual 
power can be exerted in a sitting posture. Those winches are merely U 
shaped bonds in the prolonged axes of the tension wheels. Let us consider 
the power that can be exerted by the pull stroke. It is considered that, in 
rowing, manual power is applied in a veiy advantageous manner ; tlio 
feet are firmly planted and tlie arms and shoulders react from them. It 
will be seen by tlic model that the feet can bo placed on the nearly veiiical 
pedal; great force could therefore ho exerted by the legs alone: in fact 
great force can be exerted by the human form between two cranks in almost 
every jmrt of tbo revolution wlieu they go round in opposite directions. It 
is not expected that full manual power can bo exerted continuously, as it is 
found that most work is done when there is a short period of rest, as in 
rowing ; but it might be expedient to exert full power at some particular 
part of the revolution, lienco the present arrangement whereby the feet or 
hands can bo used either togetlicr or alone, thus avoiding dead points and 
allowing of the hands being used for steering. That far more power can bo 
exerted by the legs than by the arms is easily proved by the fact of the 
weight of the body being raised for a whole day long in scaling mountains, 
whereas if the arms were to bo used in pulling the body up under a ladder 
or an inclined rope, a few minutes would lead to exhaustion ; and even if 
the power of the arms alone Avere used in any other mechanical arrange- 
ment, it would still be fatiguing. The arms working however between two 
vertical cranks allows of power being exerted in four ways ; 1st., in pulling 
from the front, as in rowing; 2iid., in pusliing in tlie opposite diim^tion or 
forwards ; 8rd., in pulling the cranks nearer to the body laterally ; and 4th., 
in the reverse direction or pushing laterally outwards ; and as this possibility 
of change is really important from its allowing one set of muscles to rest 
whilst others are operating, an account of a simple arrangement for varying 
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the method of working the feet may not be undesirable. If the broad pedc^J 
have the middle portion removed, and another pedal bo inserted and made 
to work loosely on the same fulcrum, a double or rather quadruple pedal is 
formed ; the top of this middle pedal is also connected by rods to the vertical 
axes of the tension wheels but by additional cranks placed on the opposite 
sides of the centres. In this manner the feet can reciprocate with one 
another as in walking or similar to their action in bicycles, and in a great 
variety of ways reciprocate with the arms. 

This is all the machinery absolutely necessary for the purpose of elevation, 
and, as before remarked, the extra power required for progression and steering 
is comparatively small and can easily be appHed as shown in the drawing, 
fig. 5, in which the axis of the upper tension wheel passes through the 
tubular axis of the lower one, and the framework or car is placed below ; a 
horizontal axis is also shown as receiving motion by bevelled wheels, thus 
turning the vertical tension wheel, the vanes of which are set to about 20° 
and act as a screw propeller ; while an expanding and completely adjustable 
fan in the rear acts as an auxiliary in Htoeriiig, for it must bo borne in mind 
that the sectional area of the machine is very small and in fact approaches 
to that of discs progressing edgeways. 

A bird in full speed sailing through still air may be likened to the keel 
of a ship cutting through the water ; the permanency of its direction must 
be very great. This persistency of its direction is, I think, made use of for 
buoyant purposes m high winds in a way that appears hitherto to have 
been overlooked. For instance a bird, in two parts of its evolutions, is 
travelling transversely to the direction of the wind, and when in these 
positions it can often be observed to elevate the tip of that wing on which 
the wind first impinges, while at the same time the other wing is sliglitly 
depressed. The under surface of the wings thus receive the wind, which is 
thus transformed into an olo\ating force ; it is clear that a very long sweep 
can be thus made, for there is no head wind to impede the bird, but 
only the ordinary resistance of still air to bo overcome. In wliceling 
in the air, it may also be observed that, as soon as the tip is brought 
down from the elevated position to the horizontal, the bird commences 
flapping its wings. Every current of air can thus bo utilized by the 
bird, which docs not appear to fly long dhectly against the wind, but 
it wheels and tacks to prevent fatigue. In fact, many sea-buds appear 
to fly with greater ease and swiftness when a stiff breeze is blowing, 
and it may be observed that tliey keep continually on the wing in 
g^les, but rest much in calms as they sooner tire. When a bird has 
been elevated whilst sailing transversely to the wind as alluded to above, 
and also possibly when sailing a short time against the wind, it can then, 
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when it comes to that part of the evolution that is in the same direction as 
the wind, lower itself, and thus acquire additional velocity. There are, 
therefore, in this apparatus two most potent influences at work to preserve 
its equilibrium ; — first, its cutting or keel-like property ; and, secondly, its 
gyroscopic tendency of preserving its plane. This persistency of position, 
remarkable always in the case of the gyroscope, is rendered still more 
striking when the wheel is rotated in the air without any visible support. 

A remai’kable corollary of this arrangement of tlie aero-planes is the 
following : — If tlie advancing edge of the apparatus is kept slightly tilted 
upwards, we shall be able to utilize the very weight of the machine while in 
motion as a powerful auxiliary; for tlie planes A and B (fig. 4) in their 
longitudinal sections will be inclined upwards so as to receive a powerful 
lifting impulse from the induced current of air, while the planes A' and B' 
will be horizontal in their longitudinal sections and cannot therefore 
impede the advance. 

Similarly the winds can ho utilized even if adverse, as the edge which 
first catches ilio wind can be slightly tilted up, so that all the radii A and 
which could be lifted by the wind, can catch it ; while all the other radii A' 
and B* which would otherwise be depressed will then be in a horizontal and 
neutral position. It therefore follows that all compounded horizontal air 
currents also admit of being transformed to a great extent into a buoyant 
force. 


Abt. XVII. — On Floods in Lake Districts and Flooded Rivet's in general^ with 
Methods adopted for their Breimiiion and Control, By H. P. Hioginson, 
Mom. Inst. C.E. 

Plato XIV, 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society t 2nd February ^ 1878.] 

While at Queenstown, on Lake Wakatipu, during last November, a 
heavy rainfall was experienced, which, together with the melted snow on the 
main ranges, caused a i*apid rise in the level of the lake. On Saturday 
morning, the 17th November, the rain-gauge at Queenstown registered -66 
of an inch, which fell during the previous night ; and on Sunday morning 
an additional 1*61, making 2-27 inches during forty-eight hours. The rain 
being from tlie nortli-west melted tbe snow with great rapidity, causing 
an immense inish of water into the lake, the level of wliich rose over two feet 
in the two days. 
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While watching the water rising on the morning of the 18th, I 
observed that a mark which I had placed on the shore became rapidly 
covered and shortly afterwards exposed again, the surface of the lake being 
at the time perfectly calm, not a ripple ruffling it. 

As I found it difficult to account for this, I made more careful observa- 
tions for upwards of an hour, the result of which was that I ascertained 
there was a rise and fall of three inches in the level of the water at intervals 
of five minutes, which was mauitained with perfect regularity. This rise 
and fall was extremely gradual, so tliat it was quite imperceptible on the 
smooth surface. After 1 p.m. a breeze sprang up, preventing a further 
continuance of my observations. I was unable at the time to account for 
this disturbance satisfactorily, but was inclined to attribute it to a 
slight earthquake, possibly too faint to be noticed. 

In conversation with Mr. Worthington, the Meteorological Observer, the 
next morning, I mentioned what I had remarked. He informed me that he 
had himself noticed the same rise and fall on a larger scale, after one of the 
heaviest Hoods experienced ; consequently it at once pointed to the floods 
being in some manner the cause, though at first sight it seemed impossible 
for any flood to have such an effect on a body of water nearly fifty miles 
in length and of great depth. 

Having repeatedly thought over the matter without being able to 
account for it in a satisfactory manner, I put togeOier a few facts relating 
to the natural features of the lake with reference to this flood, in order to 
assist me in coming to some conclusion, which 1 therefore beg to suggest to 
you. I have also tabulated the effect of this flood in conjunction with some 
that have occurred in the European Alps, in districts bearing similar 
features, the information being taken from Beardmore's Manual of 
Hydrology.” 

Lake Wakatipu is nearly fifty miles in length, and varies between one- 
and-a-half and throc-and-a-half miles in breadth, its area sealed from the 
map being 118 squai^e miles. Its drainage area is about 1,200 square miles, 
principally at the norihern extremity, where the water-shed is the main 
range of Southern Alps drained by the rivers Dart arid Bees. These two 
rivers flow into the cxti’erao northern apex of the lake, having a drainage 
area of 400 square miles or a third of the whole commanded by the lake, 
including the portion covered with perpetual snow and glaciers. 

The rise of two feet in the level of the lake means 1,823 cubic feet of water 
per minute per square mile impounded. At the same time the river Kawarau 
at the outlet was discharging 600 cubic feet per minute per square mile 
based on the rainfall for the first sixteen days in November. This makes a 
total of 2,823 cubic feet per minute per square mile run off the drainage area 
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of the lake during the 17th and 18th November. This quantity is equivalent 
to a depth of 1*480 inches per diem run off the whole drainage area. 

The observed rainfall at Queenstown during the two days being 2*27 
inches or 1*135 per diem, of which wo can only count upon tliroe-fourths 
as having run off (this being the proportion observed to do so in similar 
districts in Europe) we can only attribute *861 inch over the whole area to 
rain&U. Consequently the difference must bo derived from the melted snow 
and ice running from the mountains. 

I may observe liere, that Queenstown being nearly at the centre of the 
drainage area, the registered rainfall may bo taken as a fair average ; and 
that at the late period of the season when this flood occurred, the snow 
on the mountains immediately surrounding the lake had almost entirely 
disappeared. 

The following table will give the above results more clearly : — 


— 

Cubic feot 
per uiiiiuto per 
BiiUure liiilo. 

Cubic foot 
per miuuU). 

Equivalent depth 
run off per diem, 
luciioa. 

Puinfall 

1.373 

1,047, coo 

•861 

Snow 

960 

1,140,000 

•688 

Total . . 

2,823 

2,787,000 

1-439 


From the above figures we can approximate the proportion of the flood- 
water running into the head of the lake by the rivers Dart and Bees ; — 


Bq. Mjlkh. 

Kaiufall 1,373 x 4(X) ==. 619,000 

Buow 960 X 1,200 1,140,000 


Total Cubic Fekt peb Minute . , . . 1 ,089,000 

As in the former table it was shown that the total flood- water amounted 
to 2,787,600 cubic feet per minute, it is evident that considerably more 
than half the whole quantity rushed into the lake at the extreme north 
end, or head as it is termed. Accepting these to be the facts, the question 
is, — Would this mass of water flowing rapidly (possibly in much less than 
forty-eight hours) into one extremity have sufficient effect to cause the 
disturbance observed ? 

I liave been unable to find any otlier explanation, and believe that the 
following are the reasons. I would ask you to examine the conformation of 
tlie lake, and observe that it is throughout a long and narrow one, and that 
opposite Queenstown there are two bends or elbows of more than right 
angles ; in point of fact, a wave passing down the lake would be deflected 

#• 
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about 100® from the axis of its coarse, about eighteen miles from where 
generated, in order to pass round tlie first of these. This, therefore, is not 
probable. The result would be, I think, different, and would possibly account 
for the pulsations noticed. 

We will presume that this large body of water in passing into the lake 
created, while endeavouring to find its level, a gentle swell or wave which, 
from the conformation of the lake, could only be propelled in the direction 
of its length ; this, upon arriving at the first bend would impinge against 
the southern shore, and instead of passing round the bend would be reflected 
back towards the northern side of the lake, and so create an oscillating wave 
which, upon reaching Queenstown Bay, would rise and fall at intervals 
corresponding to the time occupied by the wave crossing backwards and 
forwards. 

Boardmore, the hydraulic engineer, while describing the effect of tidal 
disturbances in rivers, remarks, — “ When the reaches of the rivers are 
straight the bore travels evenly up the river ; but; at turnings it is thrown 
off towards the further side, where it rises higher than in the straight 
reaches. Thence it recoils and impinges upon the opposite shore, and so, 
like a disturbed pendulum, it oscillates from side to side, and only regains 
its steady course when the reaches lengthen.” 

Were the shores of the lake flat and sloping, with the depth of water 
gradually shoaling off, a wave of tliis description would be carried by its 
impetus up the slope, consequently rapidly parting with its energy. The 
shores of the lake are, on the contrary, almost perpendicular rocky cliffs, 
with deep water close up to them, thus assisting the transmission of an 
oscillating wave. 

The width of the lake opposite Queenstown is about three miles, but a 
wave as before described would, in consequence of travelling a diagonal 
course, considerably increase the distance. On the accompanying sketch of 
the lake (Plato XIV.) 1 have indicated what I consider the probable 
direction that this wave would take, which in crossing opposite Queenstown 
measures about five miles, or ten miles during each pulsation ; and having 
observed tlio intervals to be five minutes, it naturally follows that its 
velocity would bo 120 miles per hour. Assuming tliis to be the case, 
according to Professor Airy’s formula, it would necessitate a depth of 1,000 
feet. 

Soundings have been taken,* and the greatest depth off Collins Bay is 
given as 1,296 feet, the bottom rising gradually towards the head of the 
lake, so that I assume tlie depth of that portion between the two bends to 

* Hector ; Keport Gool. Surv. Otago, Prov. Council Papers, 18C4, p. 86 ; and “ Trans, 
N.Z.Iimt.,” vol.n.,p.673. 
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be between 1,000 or 1,200 feet, which is sufficiently near to support my 
tlieory. I do not attach any sciontilio importance to what I have described, 
though, there being reasons for every function of nature, it is both interesting 
and our duty in the cause of science to seek for and obtain an explanation 
of those reasoiis. 

While considering the magnitude of tlio floods in those mountainous 
districts, I should like to draw attention to a fact that I have no doubt is 
well known to most of you, namely, the beneficial effects that these lakes 
exert in restraining the rush of heavy floods. They act as reservoirs, in 
which are stored up the enormous bodies of water pouring off the 
precipitous slopes of the mountains, gradually allowing it to find its way to 
the sea in restrained quantities. They also do good service in arresting 
the shingle and debris washed off the hills, and carried into the torrents by 
glaciers and land-slips. 

Taking the case of the Molyneux, or, as it is generally termed, tlie 
Clutha, it requires no great stretch of imagination to picture to oneself what 
the aspect of the lower valleys would have become were it not for the 
influence exerted over the floods by Lakes Wakatipu, Hawea, and Wanaka. 
These valleys would, in all probability, have boon deserts of shingle and 
sand where not water. 

The Rivers Rangitata, Rakaia, and Waimakariri, in Canterbury, have 
few lakes on their tributaries — the former and the latter none of importance 
whatever. The nature of their beds is well known, and requires no 
description by me. They are a continual source of anxiety to the settlers 
in their proximity, as the flood- channels alter their course during each 
successive flood, inundating and destroying the land near them, and costing 
large sums of money annually in endeavours to restrain and control them. 

There are many other smaller rivers in both islands having somewhat 
the same characteristics, and which almost annually do great harm 
both by flooding and encroaching on the cultivated land near the banks ; 
consequently the question of how they should bo treated, in order to 
regulate and control them, becomes more and more serious, as it is, I 
believe, an established fact that the high floods are becoming still higher, 
as well as of toner repeated. 

We need not go far to seek for an explanation. The rapid destruction of 
timber and brushwood along the banks will give rise to encroachment, as on 
the Hutt River. The extensive bush fires on the ranges, and oven the 
felling of timber for use, allows the heavy rains to flow more quickly off the 
surface into the streams, us, consequent upon the destruction of the larger 
trees, the smaller ones perish. As a bush coxmtry becomes settled and the 
timber cleared, so will the floods become more violent in their nature ; and, 
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what will eTentually prove more serious, should the destruction of timber 
not be checked, many of the streams will dry up during the summer 
months* 

The Commission of Italian engineers which has lately investigated the 
cause of the recent terrible floods in the Kiver Po, reported that during the 
present century these floods have been progressively increasing in lieight ; 
that the expedient of attempting to confine them within the channel of the 
river by continual additions to the height of the artificial banks, has been 
considered inapplicable, as being a method tending to increase the very 
dangers it is intended to prevent. 

For this reason the object sought by the commission was rather the 
reduction of the floods themselves, or at all events the arrest of their 
increase. This involved the investigation of the influence on tho volume 
of the river of the denudation of tho growtli of wood on its banks ; the 
suggestion of legislative measures; the construction of storage basins or 
lakes to retain the flood- water for subsequent distribution for tho purposes of 
irrigation, together with numerous other matters affecting the river. The 
result of this examination was that they estimated it was necessary to spend 
£600,000 in strengthening and restoring the banks, and a fiu-ther sum of 
£320,000 for subsidiary works. 

Another Commission also lately appointed to report on works necessary 
to prevent iuundatioji of the River Tiber in Romo, had tho following pro- 
posed remedies to investigate and report on — 

1, Re- wooding the banks of tho Tiber 

2. Storage lakes or basins of reserve 

8. Total deviation of the course of the Tiber 

4. Partial diversion of the water 

6. Limitation of the flow through the city 

6. Rectification of the channel 

7. Additions to tho banks and lateral defences. 

The Commission decided to increase the discharging capabilities of the 
two channels existing, by widening and clearing tlio bed within the city and 
embanking and regulating the course above it. 

These particulars are obtained from the Italian Civil Engineers’ Journal, 
and a writer in the same remarks, with reference to tho remedies mentioned 
in the before-mentioned list, that with regard to tho first remedy of ro- 
wooding the banks too little is known of the requisite details, and that tho 
result of any operation of this nature would be too slow in its development 
for it to be relied on as a prevention of flood ; as to tho second proposal of 
storing storm water in artificial lakes, the only experience cited in modem 
times is in the basins of the Upper Loire in the south of France, which 
works were executed in 1711. x 
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After the disastrous floods of 1840 and 1850 these basins were taken as 
models for numerous projects, one of which was the establishment of eighty- 
eight storage lakes of a similar kind on the Loire and its affluents, proposed 
by Mons, Comoy, One of these basins was commenced in 1861 on the 
river Purens, an affluent of the Loire near St. Etienne, but before the 
completion of the work its destiny was altered, and the water, which was 
retained by a masonry dam 170 feet high, was applied as a motive force. 

The greater number of Italian engineers are not favourable to the plan 
of storage basins. Signor Lombardini, the famous hydraulic engineer, 
remarks, with reference to the case of the Loire, that the basins proposed in 
the valleys of that river would have cost 1*2,600,000 to store a mass of 
water, the withdrawal of which from the supply would result in the lowering 
at the point of juncture of the two streams, of the Allier by 2*3 feet, and of 
the Loire by 8‘3 feet, which is an insignificant result when compared with 
the expenditure required to effect it. 

I have quoted tlicso particulars regarding what has been done in the 
matter of late years in Italy and the South of Franco, iu order to show the 
importance with wliich the subject is regarded where the rivers bear very 
much the same character tliat they do in Now Zealand. 

Before uudertaking works of this nature here, wo should as far as 
possible reap the benefit of tlio extensive experience gained in tlie older 
countries. Volumes could bo filled witli examples of the works that have 
boon undertaken with a view of regulating and controlling the floods iu 
rivers, and recording the results; a thorough study of the whole subject is, 
however, tlie only manner in which to understand the measures employed, 
including if possible a personal examination of the works themselves. 

It may he said that though these European rivers bear somewhat 
similar features to those in New Zealand, they differ sulliciciitly to require 
a distinct mode of treatment. This is true of all rivers to a great extent, 
as the slightest variation in tlic slope of tJieir beds, the different nature of 
tlio country through which they flow, tlic geological features of tlie mountains 
in which they rise, and many other circumstances, render it necessary that 
each should bo considered separately and treated differently. 

As previously mentioned, one method generally, proposed for the 
protection of river banks is by planting tliera, which iu very many cases 
means ro-plantiiig them, as most rivers have been more or less wooded 
originally. This method has been practised on some of tho Alpine 
tributaries of the Italian rivers, but I am not aware of the results. It 
would be a most difficult plau to carry out successfully, and would 
necessitate the purchase or reserving of tlie land for a considerable width 
on both banks, and that it should be fenced in to protect the young trees 
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from cattle. How much simpler would it have been to have reserved the 
original bush ! 

I do not suppose that the banks of the rivers on the Canterbury plains 
have been ever wooded — certainly not since the settlement of the country — 
and I doubt if this method of planting would be of any avail in their case, 
as the impetuosity of the floods and loose character of the banks would be 
fatal to the growth of plantations. In some places willows have been 
planted as a protection to the railway banks, and promise to succeed, though 
hod they been introduced on a larger scale there would have been a better 
chance of ultimate good results. It is ojily in the lower reaches of these 
rivers that they break over their banks, as they flow for the greater portion 
of their course across the plains between well-defined terraces, which 
gradually die out when the sea coast is approached. 

As the slope of these river-beds generally becomes less upon nearing the 
sea, the consequent reduced velocity of the current affords a better 
opportunity for trees to succeed if exposed to it. Upon approaching tlie 
hills the velocity and consequent strength of the current during floods may 
be instanced in the case of the late ri.^o in the Kangitata, where square 
blocks of concrete, nearly two tons in weight, were carried upwards of a 
quarter of a mile down the stream. In such a position no treo-xflanting 
could be of any avail. 

The construction of storage reservoirs, in imitation of the lakes alluded 
to at the coinraenccmont of this paper, seems to me the most effectual 
manner in which to control floods, and which would at the same time arrest 
the shingle perpetually travelling from the mountains to the sea. This 
travelling shingle is generally the cause of diversions of the rivers from tlioir 
proper course. An obstacle, such as a fallen tree grounding in the bed, 
causes a reduction in the velocity of the current, immediately causing 
the shingle in motion to deposit behind it ; this shingle bank will increase 
in size till it causes the stream to branch off in a new direction, in many 
instances to the destruction of valuable land. 

In the case of the storage reservoir on tlio River Furens, one of the 
latest examples (as previously alluded to), it was constructed of sufficient 
capacity to impound sixty-five per cent, of the average yearly rainfall. 
This was a most extravagant manner in which to arrest the floods, though 
most effectual. It, however, was so constructed for the double purpose of 
storing water, for supplying power, and for use otlierwise in the manufac- 
turing town of St. Etienne situated immediately below it. It was thus 
made remunerative. The cost is stated to have been £68,600, and it is 
paying two*and-a-half per cent, on that amount. Had it been oonstruoted 
only for the purpose of regulating the floods in that river, it need only have 
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been of sufficient capacity to impound the amount of water brought down 
by a maximum flood of a few days* duration, allowing it to pass gradually 
down the river in such a volume as the channel might be capable of carrying 
without injury ; after which, when empty, it would be available to repeat 
the process. Though this plan appears to have been condemned for the 
purpose on largo rivers such as the Loire, it is quite possible that there 
may be cases where, on smaller streams, subject to sudden heavy floods, it 
might be carried out with success. 

To attempt this plan in New Zealand, where there is little probability of 
its proving directly remunerative, nature must first be called upon to 
furnish a site where a storage basin would haye a wide-spread area, easily 
enclosed at some narrow rocky gorge on the river to be treated. Such a 
site being found, it would (presuming that tlie fall of the ground be not too 
great) require a dam of only moderate height to impoimd sufficient water 
for the purpose. Unless such natural sites can be found, the cost would be 
out of all proportion to the results. Earthen dams would be sufficient 
provided proper discharge tunnels could be driven through rock, they, 
however, do not answer so well as masonry, where liable to stand dry for 
any lengtli of time, as sun- cracks and vermin impeiil their stability when 
the next floods are impounded. 

The other methods of dealing with the case, such as enclosing the flood 
waters by enbankments running parallel with the course of the river, 
enlarging the channels, etc., are the most universally adopted, but are only 
applicable to rivers with a moderate fall, where the velocity of the current 
is not too great to destroy them ; they are by far the easiest to construct, 
though from too limited a knowledge of the floods and their effects, and 
from being usually undertaken piece-meal, without any general and well- 
considered design, they are liable to failure. The maintenance of this 
description of work is also very costly, entailing as it must do extensive 
reconstruction and repairs after each successive high flood. 

It is a most essential thing that all such works wherever contemplated 
should receive great consideration. It is impossible to collect too much 
information, both regarding the behaviour of rivers when low and in flood, 
as well as for a complete system of surveys and levels, in order to enable the 
manner of treatment to be determined. There is no branch of engineering 
so difficult to undertake successfully. 
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Abt. XVin. — On a means of selectinr/ the most durable Timber » 

By John Buchanan. 

[Bead before the Wellington rhilosophical Society^ 21«f SeptemheVt 1877.] 

The purpose of the present paper is to explain a method by which timber 
of the greatest utility, from trees of any species, may be determined. 

In the selection of timber for constructive purposes the only guide 
hitherto has been the prevailing vague opinion that the timber of certain 
trees is durable ; experience, however, lias often proved that failures take 
place with some of those species most highly valued, such as totara, 
(Podocaipns totara). In all such cases the failure has probably resulted from 
that indiscriminate system wliich prevails of cutting down every tree within 
roach, including young immature trees and quickly-grown mature trees on 
rich alluvial bottoms, wliich always produce an inferior timber ; the use of 
such inferior timber in wharves, piles of all kinds, or fence stuff, can only 
result in premature decay. 

As a means to enable engineers to determine the value of any timber 
I propose the adoption of a standard test of weight, based on an average 
weight determined from at least twenty measured cube specimens of each 
species, the specimens to be well seasoned, procured from different districts, 
and grown under different conditions of growth, By comparing specimens 
of the same cubic bulk of any timber with its own standard, the most durable 
of that kind may bo selected ; as it may bo accepted as an axiom in the 
physiology of timber, that tlio best will possess the closest structure, contain 
the largest amount of secretions, and consequently will prove the heaviest 
and most durable. 

If, however, our New Zealand timbers in their natural state, and selected 
by the test of weight, do not come up in durability to the necessary require- 
ments, there is still in reserve the auxiliary means used in otlier countries, 
by which inferior timber is made durable, such as cliarring, or by the infusion 
of antiseptic fluids into their structure, and it is possible the colony may ere 
long waken up to the fact that the introduction of such preservatives has 
been already too long delayed. 
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Art. XIX. — Notes on the Ornithology of New Zealand, By Walter L. 

Buller, C.M.G., So.D., F.L.S. 

[Head before the Wellington Philosophical Society ^ Ut December ^ 1877 .] 

FoLLOwiNa a plan which I have pursued for some years, I beg to lay before 
the Society a budget of notes on various species of Now Zealand birds, 
without any attempt at systematic arrangement. As natural history is 
made up chiefly of facts and observations, every recorded note is an 
additional coiitribution, liowever small, to the general fund. Facts, in 
themselves trivial, are often found to assume an importance in relation to 
other facta ; and a random note sometimes supplies a missing link in the 
carefully elaborated chain of the systomaiic philosopher. 

It will bo seen that in the following notes I have embodied, sometimes 
in my own language and sometimes in his, the observations of*^ Captain 
Gilbert Mair, F.L.S. , who, during a long residence on the East Coast, haa 
paid special attention to the native birds inhabiting that part of the country. 
In addition to habits of careful observation, ho possesses a good knowledge 
of the birds themselves, and this adds very much to the value of his state- 
ments. 

Before proceeding to my own notes, I desire to call attention to the 
following passage in a very interesting x>aper by Mr. W. Colenso, F.L.S., 
published in the “ The Tasmanian Journal of Natural Science,” as far back 
as April, 1815, which I have only lately had an opportunity of reading : — 
“ A little below Ngaruawaliie (in the Waikato district) we met a man in a 
canoe with a live and elegant specimen of the genus Fulica, I hailed the 
man and purchased tlie bird, which he had recently snared, for a little 
tobacco. It was a most graceful creature, and, as far as I am aware, an 
entirely new and undescribed species. Its general colour was dark, almost 
black ; head grey and without a frontal shield ; fore-neck and breast 
ferruginous red ; wings barred with white ; bill produced and sharp ; feet 
and logs glossy olive ; toes beautifully and largely festooned at the edges ; 
eye light-coloured and very animated. It was very fierce and never ceased 
attempting to bite at every tiling within its reach. I kept itrmtil wo lauded, 
intending to preserve it, but as it was late, and neither material at hand nor 
time to spare, and the animal too, looking so very lovely that I could not 
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make up my mind to put it to death, 1 let it go; it swam, dived, and 
disappeared. From its not possessing a frontal shield on the forehead 
(which is one of the principal generic marks of the Linn, genus Fulica) it 
may possibly hereafter bo considered as a typo of a new genus, serving to 
connect the genera Fulica and Rallus. Not a doubt, however, in my opinion 
can exist, as to its being naturally allied in habit and affinity to the Fulica; 
I have therefore named it Fulica nova-zealandia. In size it was somewhat 
less than our European species, F. ariia.** 

The bird so well described by Mr. Colenso is evidently quito distinct 
from Fulica australis, the only species of coot known to inhabit Australia, 
and as it has never, so far as I am aware, been heard of since this capture, 
more than thirty years ago, we may fairly conclude that it is one of the 
ornithic forms that have become extinct within the memory of man. 

Nestor meridionalis, Gray . — Kaka Parrot. 

This bird is very abundant in the Urewera country, and during the 
short season the rata is in bloom the whole Maori population, old and 
young, ore out kaka-hunting. An expert bird-catcher will sometimes bag 
as many as 800 in tlie course of a day ; and at Euatahuna and Manga- 
pohatu alone it is said that from 10,000 to 12,000 of these birds are killed 
during a good rata season, which occurs about every throe years. 

There are several modes adopted for catching the kaka, but the com- 
monest and most successful is by means of a trained rnokai or tame decoy, 
the wild birds being attracted to artificial porches, skilfully arranged 
around the concealed trapper, who has simply to pull a string and the 
screaming kaka is secured by the leg, as many as throe or four being often 
taken at the same moment. At the close of each day the dead birds are 
buried, and when a sufficient number have boon collected they are unearthed, 
stripped of their feathers, fned in their own fat, and potted in calabashes 
for winter use, or for presents to neighbouring tribes. The perches used 
for kaka-trapping are often elaborately carved and illuminated with paua 
shell. 

Eudynamys taitensis. Gray . — Long-tailed Cuckoo. 

During its sojourn with us this species is generally met with singly or 
in pairs, but Captain Mair gives the following interesting particulars of a 
summer flight: — “Passing down the Hurukareao river, in the Urewera 
country, during the intensely hot weather of Pebniary, 1872, I was 
astonished at the number of koheperoa that coursed about overhead. 
During the three days that we were making the passage, I saw some 
hundreds of them, swarming about in the air like large dragon-flies, as 
many as twenty or thirty of them being sometimes associated together. 
The loud clamour of their notes became at length quite oppressive. There 
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was much dead timber on the banks of the river, and it appeared to me 
that the birds were feasting on the largo brown cicada. Tliis is the only 
occasion on which I have observed this species consorting as it were in 
parties.*’ 

CiiHYSooocoYX Lucious, GoiiUL — Shining Cuckoo. 

Respecting our little migratory cuckoo, Cai>tain Mair furnislies the 
following* notes : — “ Sx>eaking from ten years’ observation of this bird in 
the Tauranga district, I may state tJiat it never sings after the middle of 
February and seldom after the bogiuning of that month. As late as the 
end of Marcli or beginning of April, during several successive years, I 
have met with these bii*ds iu the Mangorowa forest between Tauranga and 
Rotorua, but never hoard them utter a note at this season. I have seen 
numbers of thorn perched in sileuoo on the bratiches of the poporo ( Solanum 
nigrum)^ always in full feather, but absolutely souglcss. Tliis I regard as 
a very ciuious fact. On the subject of their parasitic habit of breeding, I 
may add that on two occasions I have seen the young cuckoo fed by the 
grey warbler — a bird considerably its inferior in size ; and I can further 
attest, from personal observation, that the same little bird performs the like 
parental office for the young of the koheperoa, or long-tailed cuckoo, as 
sketched in Dr. Buller’s * Birds of New Zealand.’ ” 

PoooNORNis oiNCTA, Gtay , — Stitch -bird. 

Captain Mair informs mo that this handsome bird is still plentiful 
on the West Coast between Raglan and Waikato Hoads, also in the ranges 
behind the Wangapo Lake in the Lower Waikato, 

It was formerly comparatively abundant in the wooded hills around 
Wellington and flanking the Hutt valley, but for some years past not a 
specimen has boon obtained. 

Anthus NOV-E-ZEAt.ANDiw»E, Gray , — New Zealand Pipit. 

In former papers I have mentioned the frequent occurrence of albino 
gi’ound-larks, and commented on the remarkable tendency generally to 
albinism in many other species of bird in Now Zealand — a fact not easily 
accounted for in a temperate and equable climate like ours. This abnormal 
feature appears to bo extending itself to tlio introduced birds, and the 
following newspaper clipping furnishes an instance ; — 

‘‘As an ornithological curiosity an up-coimtry paper mentions that a 
gentleman residing near the Wairarapa Lake has noticed on bis run two 
English larks, the one being pure white and the other as yellow as a 
canary.” 

Rhiwduba pulioinosa, Buller . — ^Black Fantail. 

Since my last notice of this species, three more instances of its occur- 
rence in the North Island have come to my knowledge. y 
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Major Mair reports another example from the Pirongia ranges in the 
Waikato a second has been met witli in the bush near Major Marshall’s 
(Upper Rangitikei) ; and a third is reported from Auckland. Of the last-men- 
tioned Mr. T. F. Checseman, the Curator of the Auckland Museum, writes 
me : — “ You will be interested to hear that a solitary individual of the black 
fantail has been repeatedly seen near Auckland this winter. It was first 
noticed by Mr. James Baker in his garden at Remuera ; afterwards it visited 
Mr. Hay’s nursery garden where it remained for some weeks ; and it has 
since been noticed about several of the residences at Remuera. I was 
fortunate enough to see it one evening when walking home, and can 
consequently vouch for its being the South Island species. Its occurrence 
80 far to the north is certainly very remarkable.” 

Carpophaoa NOVAs-zEAiiANDiJE, Gray* — Wood-pigeon. 

At the Rev. Mr. Chapman’s old mission station at To Ngae (Rotorua), 
formed in 1885, and now much out of repair and overgrown, thero^ are 
several liundrod acres of sweet-briars, run wild and j^resenting quite an 
impenetrable thicket. During the autumn months, when the red berries of 
the briars are fully ripe, large numbers of our wood-pigeons resoi*t to those 
grounds to food on tliis fruit, and at this season become exceedingly fat. 

In the Rev. Mr. Spencer’s fine old garden at Tarawera, where well- 
grown si)ocimens of English oak, elm, and walnut mingle in rich profusion 
with almost every kind of native tree and shrub, a pair of these birds some 
time ngo took up their abode and bred for two successive years, at a spot 
not fifty foot from the reverend pastor’s study wmdows. And they would 
doubtless have continued to breed in this quiet retreat had not one of the 
Maori school-boys, anxious to try his fowling-piece and wholly unmindful 
of the occasion, shot both birds dining the breeding season, leaving a pair 
of callow young to perish miserably in their nest. 

Trinoa canutus, Linn * — The Knot. 

Mr. Chceseman, of Auckland, sends me the following note, under date 
August 14: — “Has the knot (Tringa cafintusj boon previously recorded 
from tlie North Island? My brother shot a specimen (in winter plumage) 
in Hobson Bay a few months ago, and tlie skin is now in the Museum. I 
believe that I have frequently seen it on the extensive mud flats near the 
mouth of the Thames river.” 

This is the first autlientic record of this species in the North Island ; but 
Captain Mair has described to mo a bird found associating, in considerable 
numbers, with the kuaka and dottrel on the East Coast, which I have no 
doubt is the same. It has not, however, been met with yet on the Wellington 
coasts ; and the only specimen in the Colonial lltuseum is one which 1 


Vide “ Trane. N.Z, Inet.,” DC, p. 880, 
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received from Dr. von Haast some years ago, as a novelty from the south. 

Limosa novjc-zealandub, Gray. — Godwit# 

Captain Mair has contributed something more to the history of this 
migratory wanderer. In my account of tho species^ 1 have stated that our 
godwit spends a portion of the year in Siberia, and visits in the course of 
its annual migration the islands of the Indian Archipelago, Polynesia, 
Australia, and New Zealand. Yon Middendorff, who met with these birds 
in great numbers in Northern Siberia (74-76° N. lat.), states that they 
appeared there on the Brd June, and left again in the beginning of August. 
In the months of September and April, Swinhoe observed migratory flocks 
on the coast of Formosa ; and during the winter months he met witli tlie 
species again still further south. Yon Middendorflf found it also in summer 
on tlie south coast of the Sea of Ochotsk, although it did not appear to 
breed there; and it has likewise been observed in China, Japan, Java, 
Celebes, Timor, Norfolk Island, and the New Hebrides. I have already 
described the manner in which they take their departure from this country, 
at the North Cape, towards tho end of March or beginning of April. Rising 
from the beach in a long lino and with much clamoui*, tliey form into a 
brood semi-circle, deployed forwards, and, mounting high in the air, 
generally take a course due north. Sometimes they rise in a confused 
manner, and, after circling about at a considerable height in tho air, return 
to the hooch to reform, as it were, their ranks, and then moke a fresh start 
on their distant pilgrimage. The departure from any fixed locality usually 
begins on almost the exact dote year after year ; and for a week or ten days 
after the migration has commenced fresh parties are constantly on tho 
wing, the flight generally taking iflace just after sunset. The main body 
fly in silence, but tho straggling birds cry out at intervals, while endea- 
voiu’ing to overUke the flock in advance. Near the North Cape, Captain 
Mair has observed Uiem flying northward in tens of thousands, and always 
in considerable flocks, numbering from 700 to 1,200 birds in each, and tlie 
wonder is where they all come from. During tho period mentioned, this 
excitement of doparturo is unabated — fl'ocks forming and following each 
other in perpetual succession. Though the greater number of the birds 
migrate, some remain with us during the winter, and it is not unusual, even 
in mid- winter, to see a flock of several hundred consorting together on the 
sand- banks. It has been remarked that at this season they are much 
tamer and more approachable than at other times. On their return to this 
country tliey do not make a sudden appearance, hut gradually become more 
plentiful after tho first week in November, and about Christmas they are in 
full force again all along our soa slioro. Capt. Mair has sometimes observed 

« ** Birds of New Zealand,*' pp. 199, 200. 
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a pai’ty of stragglers in Sulphur Bay, in the Botorua Lake (about forty 
miles from the sea coast), no doubt brouglit inland by the easterly gales, 
which Bometimes prevail for a considerable time without intermission. On 
the Tauranga coast he has obtained large “ bags” during the shooting 
season ; and on one occasion, at Cemetery Point, killed ninety-seven at a 
single shot with a heavy charge of No. 5 from an ordinary fowling-piece. 
This will give some idea of their numbers, and of the closo manner in which 
they were packed together. Thousands w^ero crowding upon each other on 
an insular sand-bank, and numbers more were hovering overhead in the 
vain attempt to find a footing among tlieir fellows. As ho was shooting 
for tlie pot,” he concealed himself with floating kelp, and crawled up under 
water till the birds were within easy range. 

The natives catch large numbers of them by spreading flax snares 
horizontally on manuka sticks twelve or fifteen feet high, and arranged in 
the following inanner : — A number of stakes are driven into the ground at 
equal distances so as to cover the area of the customary rcsting-idace. A 
perfect network of flax-loops or running nooses, about twelve or fifteen 
inches in diameter, are then spread or hung in such a way as to form a 
canopy or roof supported by the stakes. The birds on assembling iu the 
evening fly low and take up their position on the resting-ground to wfiit 
for the ebb of tiio tide. At this conjuncture iho natives spring out from 
their concealment with liglitcd torches. The birds at once rise vertically, 
in confusion and alarm, and largo numbers become entangled and cauglit in 
the running loops, sometimes as many as 2C)0 being cai)iured at one time 
in snares covering a 6[)aco of twenty by forty yards. These snares aro only 
set on calm and dark nights, for the obvious reasons that, if there was any 
wind, the loops would become disarranged, and that on moonlight nights 
the birds would see the nets and avoid them. Sometimes during wet 
easterly weather in summer the feathers of these birds become so saturated 
that tliey are unable to fly. The natives take advantage of this and captui ‘0 
large numbci’s of them by running them down. 

From wliat has been said, it may be inferred that they are esteemed 
good eating by both settlers and Maoris. The latter always cook the bird 
unopened, and devour the contents of the stomach with a relish. When 
very fat they are potted in the orthodox fashion and “calabashed” for 
future use. 

I have never met with a native who could tell mo anything about the 
breeding habits of the godwit, and it has become a proverb amongst them r 
“ Wlio has seen tlm nest of the Kuaka Nor has tlio egg of this species 
yet been met with in any of tlie otlier countries which it is known to visit. 
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Limnooinolus acuminatus, Honf. — Sandpiper. 

Dr. von Haast having allowed mo to examine a speoimeu of this bird 
billed at Lake Ellesmere in the montli of Dcpember, I have been able to 
add the following description to my former notes on this interesting 
addition to our avifauna : — 

Crown of tho head and lores dull rufous ; each feather centred with 
brown ; nape, hindneck, and tho 'whole of the mantle brownish-grey, 
slightly tinged with rufous, each feather largely centred with dark brown, 
which gradually fades into grey ; lower part of back, rump, and upper tail- 
ooverts blackish-brown, slightly raai-gincd with rufous ; wing feathers dark 
brown with white shafts, the superior coverts lai*gely tipped, and tho 
secondaries narrowly margined witli white ; small wing-coverts dull brown 
with greyish margins; tail feathers blackish-brown, with a narrow margin 
of fulvous white ; lino over tho eye, chin and throat white ; sides of the 
head dark grey, speckled with brown ; the whole of the foreueck fulvous 
grey speckled with browm, and more distinctly on the outer sides ; breast, 
abdomen, and under tail-coverts fulvous wliito, the latter with a streak of 
brown down tho shafts ; sides of tho body, axillary idmncs, and inner 
lining of wings pure white ; towards the outer edges of tho wing mottled 
with brown. The outermost upper tail-coverts also are white, with a 
lanceolate streak of brown down the centre. Bill brown ; legs and feet 
yellowish-olive. Length, 7 inches; wing from flexure, tail, 2*15; 

bill along the ridge, *95, along the edge of low^er mandible, 1*05 ; bare 
tibia, *5 ; tarsus, 1*1 ; middle toe and claw, 1-2 ; hallux and ciaw^, *8. 

Ardetta M\crLATA, Rulhi \ — Little Bittern. 

All the hitherto rocord<?d examples of the little bittern arc from tho 
Sou til Island. Jlut Mr. Colenso assures me that a live specimen was 
captured by the natives at Tauranga in the year 1880. It was in his 
possession alive for some time, and he afterw^ards sent tlie skin to tho 
Linnean Society. Tho bird was quite new^ to tlie natives in that part of tho 
coimtry. 

Nycticorax OALEDONicus, Stcidu — Night Heron. 

The same informant, in the jinblishcd article already quoted, supplies 
evidence of tho occurrence of another South Island visitant in this island 
also. The record (1815) is as follows : — “ In crossing a very deep sw'amp, 
a beautiful bird, apparently of tbe crane kind, rose gracefully from the mud 
among tlie reeds and flew slowly past ns ; its under plumage was of a light 
yellow or ochre colour, with a dark brown upper plumage. None of my 
natives knew the bird, declaring they had never seen such an one before.” It 
is evident that tho bird here refeiTcd to is the Nankeen night-heron of 
Australia, already included among our occasional stragglers. 
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Anas supebciliosa, Omel. — Grey Duck. 

In the Bay of Plenty district there are duck preserves which are a BoiirC||^ 
of groat profit to the natives and are jealously guarded by them. BotO- 
mahana — a warm lake of little more than half a mile in length — ^is one of 
these. From October to February no canoes are permitted on this lake, 
and no fires are allowed to be lighted in the vicinity. Various kinds of 
duck breed here in great numbers. From feeding on the small green 
beetle and on the nahonaho, a stinglcss gnat which swarms in countless 
myriads over all the waters in the lake district, the birds become extremely 
iat ; and during the moulting season, which extends over part of February 
and March, they are incapable of flight owing to tlie loss of their quills. 
The strict “ tapu ” which is enforced during the close season is now removed 
with great ceremony, and all the population, men, women, and children, 
start together on a duck-hunting expedition. The men with dogs in short 
leashes keep within the belt of manuka scrub along the margin of the lake ; 
the women and children proceed to the middle of the lake in canoes, 
then take to the water, and witli great noise and splashing drive the 
frightened birds up into the bays or inlets, where they seek refuge in tlie 
scrub and sedges and are immediately pounced upon by the trained dogs 
which ore still held in leash. The duck-hunter snatches the bird away from 
the dog, kills it noiselessly by biting it in the head, and then throws it 
behind him to bo collected by a party of women who follow on foot for that 
purpose. In the season of 1807, seven thousand, it is said, were caught 
in this manner, in three days, on this lake alone. These were not all 
grey duck, but included also the black teal (or pochard), the shoveller, and 
the white-winged duck. 

At the Bitter Lake (Rotokawa),in the Taupo district, they are caught in 
a similar manner. Those that escape the dogs are caught by snares set at 
night. The snares are placed along the margins of the lake and on the 
warm stones where the ducks are accustomed to congregate after dark. 

At Botoiti, Botoehu, and Botoma, as well as on other lakes in the Bay 
of Plenty district, Caj)tain Mair has observed that the ducks at one season 
leave the waters and travel into the surrounding woods. This happens 
about March and therefore not during the breeding months. Probably they 
retire for more security during the seasonal moult ; for although at other 
times these lakes fairly swarm with ducks, at this period tliey are quite 
deserted. In the woods, however, the dogs turn them up in all directions, 
He further says : — “ It is interesting to watch the ducks feeding on the gnats 
and green beetles which float on the surface of the warm water, forming a 
thick scum. On this diet they are always in good condition. The beetles, 
I may mention, get shaken into the water from the overhanging scrub 
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by the action of the winds, and the gnats appear to be killed by the 
sulphurous vapour that rises from the water, and are seen floating on the 
surface in countless millions.*’ 

As a rule the grey duck forms a nest of dry grass or flags, lined with 
feathers and down plucked from her own body, and selects a convenient 
situation on the ground — always well-concealed from view — sometimes at a 
considerable distance from the water. Occasionally, however, a more 
elevated site is fixed upon. On the famous Island of Motutaiko, in the 
Taupo Lake, there are some gigantic pohutukawa trees (Metroaideros 
iomentosa). In the forked branches of these trees, some twenty or thirty 
feet above the surface of the water, the grey duck often builds her nest 
and hatches her young. The natives state that when tlio ducklings are 
ready to take to the water the old birds bring them down to the lake on 
their backs. 

Hymenoljemus malacorhynchus, Gray, — Blue Duck. 

Captain Mair informs me that the wio is plentiful in all the mountain 
streams in the Urewera country. When marching with the native con- 
tingent in pursuit of Tc Kooti, as many as forty or fifty were sometimes 
caught in the course of a day, some being taken by hand, and others 
knocked over with sticks or stones, so veiy tamo and stupid were they. A 
pair which ho obtained as very young birds at Maunga-pohatu lived in the 
Kaiteriria camp for two years, associating freely witli the domestic ducks, 
and fairly establishing themselves in the cooking-hut. They were particu- 
larly fond of potato and rice, and would readily take food from the hand. 
Ultimately they took to the lake and disappeared, 

Lakus scopulinus, Forst, — Mackerel-Gull. 

The following communication from Captain Mair (under date May 13) 
presents this well-known species in the now character of a fruit-eating 
bird : — was greatly surprised on the 1st instant at seeing swarms of tho 
small white gull— tarapunga or akiaki of tho natives— crowding on the 
angiangi trees (Coproama) at the mouth of tho Maketu Eivor, eating tho 
berries. They were so tame that I could have knocked them down with my 
walking-stick. I also saw thorn in great numbers in tbo corn-fields at 
Maketii, and again near Taurauga yesterday. I saw a man plougliing 
up a grass-field ; a flock of three or four hundred of tliese beautiful little 
creatures followed his furrow, the horses almost treading on them. They 
followed in tho steps of tlie ploughman so closely that they seemed almost 
to settle between his foot. It was a scramble to see who could be first in tho 
farrow after the plough had passed on, A solitary stilt-plover or toroa 
( UimantopiuJ stalked along among tliem, but at a more respectful distance 
from the ploughman.” 
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The same correspondent, in connection with this species, has furmsbed 
me with another instance of the law of assimilative colouring in eggs for 
protective imrposcs. In December, 1875, ho visited the Burima Bocks, in 
the Bay of Plenty, and found largo numbers of Laras scojmlinus breeding 
there. In some localities tlie nests — ^roughly formed and lined with 
feathers — were placed in the thick masses of wild spinach or in the midst 
of “ sand-fire.” In all such cases ho observed that the eggs which these 
nests contained were splashed over their entire surface with large green 
blotches, thus assimilating their colour to the surrounding vegetation ; 
whilst other eggs (belonging to the same species), deposited on the white 
sand in the immediate vicinity, had a totally different apjiearance, being of 
a light stone-colour, and so marked as to harmoni/iO exactly with the sandy 
surroundings. 

Stercorauius rARAsmeus, TJna, — Buflbn’s Skua. 

I have to exhibit to the Society another specimen of the skua, or 
plundering gull (in immature plumage), killed in Wellington harbour in 
the early part of the present year, and purcliasod by me from Mr. Liardet. 
This is the third recorded instance of the occurrence of this species in New 
Zealand.*" 

Ponicicrs cristatus, Lath, — Crested Grebe. 

I have never mot with this species in tlio North Island, but Captain 
Mail* informs me tlnit he has on t\vo occasions seen it in Waikaremoana 
Lake in the Urewera country, and once on the Waikarciti, another lake in 
the same vicinity. 

PoDicEPS KUFiPECTUs, O'/Yf//. — Dabcluck. 

The following is an interesting fact iu connection with the local range of 
this little grebe which is almost incapable of flight ; — 

Mount Edgecumbe is a high volcanic cone on the banks of the Bangi* 
taiki Biver some fifteen miles from the sea. At the bottom of the now 
extinct crater there is a small pool of water about thirty yards across. In 
this pool Cax^taiu Mair, in 18GH, observed three of these dabcliicks disporting 
themselves iu the water. Some months after the same number was seen 
again in the same place by Dr. Nesbitt and Dr. Manley, and again by 
another party of visitors a considerable time afterwards. There are lagoons 
at the foot of the mountain frequented by those birds ; but the singular 
fact is that those inhabiting the basin must have climbed uj) the cone, which 
is thickly covered on tlie outside witli dense scrubby vegetation, and then 
down the crater, which contains a heavy forest-growth right down to the 
edge of the pool. 

Captain Mair states that the dabchick is very plentiful iu the Hot 
* See Birds ol N.Z.,” p. 268 ; and “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” VII., p. 225. 
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Springs district, and that he has observed as many as a hundred together 
in Kaitoriria and Rotorua lakes. On their habits, he has furnished me 
with the following notes: — “In 1869 I was riding along the shores of 
Tikitapu Lake with H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, when our attontion 
was arrested by a pair of these birds with their young. We di*ew up and 
watched them for some time. Taking alarm at our approach, the female 
took her five young ones on her back and made several dives with them, 
coming up after each submersion at distances of tea yards or more, Tlie 
young birds appeared to nestle under the feathers of the parent’s back, and 
to hold on with their bills. In this manner they continued to dive till they 
were entirely out of sight, and H.R.H. appeared to be much interested in 
this singular performance.” 


Art. XX . — Further Xotea on the Ornitholotjy of Xew Zealand. By Walter 
L. Buller, C.M.G., Sc.D., F.L,8. 

[Head before the Wellington Philo»oi)hlcal Society ^ Vlih Jonuanjt 187H.J 

Circus oouldt, Honap. — Harrier. 

In the “ Birds of New Zealand,” page 15, I have described a very beautiful 
albino specimen obtained by Mr. Goodall at Riwaka, and preserved in the 
Nelson Museum. During a visit to the Lake district last year I saw 
another, apparently very like it, hovering over the fern ridges that close in 
the intensely blue waters of Tikitapu. As he swooped down upon a rat or 
lizard in the fern, his under-parts appeared to be perfectly white, and the 
upper surface of the body and wings ashy. 

IIiERAcuDEA KERox, Peale . — Sparrow hawk. 

A pair of these birds bred for two successive seasons on a rocky crag at 
Niho-o-te-kioro. They guarded their nest with groat vigilance, fiercely 
attacking all intruders. 

I may mention that this species, unlike the generality of hawks (so far 
as I am aware), may be attracted by an imitation of its cry. Riding along 
alone one fine autumn evening through the country at the northern end of 
Lake Taupo on my way to Oliiiiemutu, I saw what appeared to bo a 
sparrow-hawk come out of the bush at some distance and descend into 
an old or deserted Maon garden. By way of experiment I imitated the 
clamorous cry of this bird when on the wing ; and in a few minutes tlie 
hawk (a fine young male) came sailing up to mo and performed several 
circuits in the air immediately overliead, and then took up his station on 
the dry limb of a tree close by the road, where he reinoiucd till I was out 
of flight. 55 
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PiJkTYcisRGua MOV;R-zEALANr>iiE, Spumn, — Bed-fronted Parrakeet, 

The Hon. W. Fox, wlio has just returned from a trip through the 
Canterbury district, informs me that the farmers have suffered this season 
a visitation, tens of thousands of these birds having descended on their 
ripening crops of corn and proved almost as destructive as an army of 
locusts. It is difficult to account for these occasional irruptions in such 
numbers, in the case of a bird not otherwise plentiful. 

Stringops TfABROPTiLUS, Gray , — Owl Parrot. 

Until within the last few years the kakapo abounded in the Urowera 
country, and tlie natives were accustomed to hunt thorn at night with dogs 
and torch(?s. The Maori i^rovorb, “ Ka puru a putaihinu” relates to the 
former abundance of this bird. The natives say that the Kakapo is 
gregarious, and tlnit when iminhcrs of them congregated at night their 
noise could he hoard to a considerable distance. Hence the application of 
the above proverb, wlii(?li is used to denote the rumbling of distant thunder. 

It is said tliat tlie kalcapo is still abundant on the wooded ranges of the 
Kaiiuauawa, in the Taupo district. 

Hat oyon VAGANS, /.r.w. — Ncw Zealand Kingfisher. 

Ilev(3rling to an old controversy between Captain Hutton and myself,"^ 
in which I maintained the piscivorous luibits of our kingfisher, under 
certain conditions, 1 may add to ilie argiirnont tlie following note lately 
received from Captain !Mair : — Tlie kingfisher is found in all the mountain 
streams of the Ur<;;wera and Bay of Plenty districts. It subsists largely on 
small fresh-water fisli (mohiwai of the natives), also on flies, moths, and 
beetles, lleferring to your interesting account of its nesting habits in the 
‘ Birds of New Zealand,’ I may mention tliat I have found three or four 
pairs buildiJig in close asaociatiou in a clay hank, and that on one occasion 
I counted ten pairs boring in the standing trunk of a dead and decaying 
riran. I have never found more tlian five eggs in a nest.” 

ZosTERops LATERALIS, lifUih. — Silvcr-cye. 

I have lately had an ojiportunity of examining a beautiful scries of 
the nests of this species, and through all tlie variety of individual form 
and structure they preserve two essential features — namely, the large cup- 
like cavity with thin walls, and the admixture of long hairs in the lining 
material. 1 have already mentioned | tlie circumstauco of idgs’ bristles 
being pressed into the service in a part of the country not much frequented 
by liorscs or cattle ; and in one of the nests forming the above series, the 
proximity to civilization was proclaimed by a lining consisting of the flaxen 
liaii- from a child's doll ! 


“ The Ibifi,” Jan., 1874, “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” VL, p. 129. 
t ” Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” VIII., p. 188. 
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The luBtory of the first an-ival of this pretty little hir’d hi the North 
Island in 1850 is too familiar to need repeating. It was several years 
before it became acclimatized, but once fairly established amongst us, it 
has continued to increase and multiply, and now it disputes possession of 
our gardens and hedgerows with the introduced sparrows and finches, and 
swarms all over the country. In the Bay of Plenty district it is said to be 
particularly plentiful, so much so as to forni an article of food to the 
natives. They are in season in the months of March and April, and are 
then collected in large numbers, singed on a bush fire to take the feathers 
off, and forthwith converted into hiiahua and pottcid in calabashes. The 
catching is effected in a very primitive way. The birds have their favourite 
trees upon which they are accustomed to congregate. Selecting one of 
these, the bird-catcher clears an open space in the boughs and puts up 
several straight horizontal perches, under which he sits with a long supple 
wand in his hand. He emits a low twittering note in imitation of the birds’ 
and, responding to the call, they cluster on tlie 2 )erchcs, filling them from 
end to end. Tlie wand is switched along the perch, bringing dozens down 
together, and a boy on the ground below picks up tlie stunned birds as they 
fall. Captain Muir, when visiting Ruatahuna on one occasion, had brought 
to hhn, by two Urowera lads, a basket contaiuiiig some five or six hundred 
of these little birds which had heon killed in the manner described. 

In front of tlie Rev. Mr. Spencer’s house at Tarawera, in a hedge of 
LaurusiinuHy scarcely six yards from the door, upwards ^of twenty nests of 
Zosternpe were found at one time, each containing from three to five eggs 
(generally the former) of a lovely blue colour. Usually, however, these 
birds do not breed in communities but scatter themselves in the nesting- 
season. 

Myiomoira toitoi, Reich, — Pied Tit. 

This familiar little bird, the “ Tomtit” of the colonists, is far less 
plentiful than it formerly was in our fields and gardens. There seems no 
reason to fear, however, that the species is dying out, for in the Fayus 
forests of the interior I have found it extremely plentiful. In the woods 
at the foot of Ruapehu and neighbouring high lands, where, save the 
occasional twitter of small birds in the branches, all is silent as the grave, 
this pretty little creature is always to be met with. It Hits noiselessly from 
one tree to another, then descends to the ground, and in a few instants 
reappears on its perch, flirting its tail upwards, and emitting at intervals a 
soft, trilling note of exquisite sweetness. Destitute of animal life as these 
sub-alpino woods undoubtedly arc, tliey are not without their attractions. 
Owing to their high elevation vapour-clouds ore continually hanging over 
them, causing a perpetual moisture. In consequence of this the trees ou 
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outer faoios are more or less covered with hohukohu, a feathery 
fungus of a pale green colour, hanging like drapexy from the brauohes^ 
while their trunks and limbs ore clad to their very tops with the richest 
profusion of lichens and mosses. The underwood is one mass of oryptogams, 
and the very ground is carpettcd with beautiful mosses. No idea can he 
formed of tlie quasi-tropical richness of these woods in this respect by any 
one who has not actually visited them. > On the outskiits small flocks of 
Zosterops consort together in the underwood, and a few flycatchers and 
whiteheads share the solitude with the sober tomtit ; but as we enter the 
woods the stillness becomes oppressive, unbroken even by the chirp of a 
cricket or the drumming of a locust, and the only sign of animation is an 
occasional night-motli lazily flapping its wings in the gloomy shade of the 
forest. 

Sphbnoeacus punctatus, Gray . — Common IJtick. 

During my recent visit to the Lake district, 1 found this little bird 
plentiful ill all suitable localities. In the marshy tracts occurring at 
intervals along the road from Taupo to Ohinomutu its familiar note was the 
only animate sound in those quiet solitudes ; and it was always pleasant 
to hear a pair of them singing a duet, their plaintive notes being always in 
harmony and responsive. 

Creadion carunculatus, GmeL — Saddlo-back. 

This species is very irregular in its distribution. I have endeavoured 
to describe its range in my ** Birds of New Zealand.*' I omitted, however, to 
mention that in one locality north of Auckland — a small wood at Kaitaia 
called Mauteringi, some three or four miles in extent — this bird is compara- 
tively plentiful, although rarely ever met with in other parts of that district. 
Although never seen in the Bay of Plenty woods, it is numerous enough in 
the Ngatiporou country, where the natives regard it as a bird of omen. A 
war party hearing the cry of the tieke to the right of their path will count 
it an omen of victory, but to the left a signal of evil. It is also the mythical 
bird that is supposed to guard the ancient treasures of the Maoris. The 
relics of the Whanauapanui tribe — inere pounamus and other heir-looms of 
great antiquity and value — are hidden away in the hollow of a tree at Cape 
Bunaway, and it is popularly believed that the tieke keeps guard over these 
lost treasures. According to Maori tradition, among these hidden things is 
a stone at nay which possessed at ono time the faculty of moving from place 
to place of its own accord, but has since become inactive. 

The natives state that tliis species usually places its nest in the hollow 
of a tree, and they point to holes in well-known trees where the tieke 
has reared its young for many years in succession. A pair is said to be 
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irtiU breeding in tlie hollow of the famous tree at Omaruteangi, known all 
OTer the country as Putatieke.*** The bird is accordingly regarded with 
some degree of superstitious reverence by the Arawa, who will not allow it 
to be wilfully destroyed. Those who have read Maori histoi 7 will be familiar 
with the story of Ngatoroirangi and his* sacred tiekes of Cuvier Island. 
Hence the proverb, “Manu mohio kei Reponga,’* commonly applied to a 
man wise in council, and used in the sense of our own proverbial saying 
Old birds are not to be caught with chaff. V 

As the question of the specific value of Creadion cinerens is still un- 
settled, it may be mentioned hero that Captain Mair, who has been familiar 
with the bird for years, has never soon one in the plumage of the so-called 
dnerem, supposed at present to bo the immature state of €• carmculatus. If 
this form is in reality the young of the ordinary specios, it is astonishing 
that it has never yet been met with in the North Island, although common 
enough in the South. 

Glaucopis wtlsoni, Bonop. — Blne-wattled Crow. 

During the autumn months this bird is comparatively plentiful in the 
Mangorewa forest between Tam*anga and Rotorua. The traveller at this 
season frequently meets with it hopping about along the road or among the 
bushy branches of Solanum on either side. 

There is a fine albino specimen in the Colonial Museum, obtained in the 
Rimutaka ranges and presented by Mr. G. Elliotte, who had it alive for 
several months. 

PoRPHYRio MELANOTus, Temm, — Swamp-hen. 

I have before mentioned that the swamp-hen is one of those native species 
that increase with the progress of settlement. This is very noticeable 
in many of our farming districts. Captain Mair informs me that at 
Whaugarei (north of Auckland), during a period of fifteen years — from 
1860 to 1865 — he never saw one in that district. After that date they 
began to make their appearance, and now they are comparatively plentiful, 
being met with in flocks of twenty or thirty together. In the Lake district 
they are everywhere abundant. At the warm lake of Rotomahana several 
hundveda may he seen iu a single flock. They build tlieir nests on the 
silica terraces, not in groups or colonies, hut singly and without much 
attempt at concealment. Captain Mair has found as many as fourteen 
eggs in one nest, and eleven in auotlier. At Tokano (at the southern 
extremity of Lake Taupo) the natives snare thousands of tlicm in June and 

* Putatieke : A renowned liinau tree in the Urewora country. It is supposed to 
possosB miraculous attributes. Sterile women visit it for tbe purpose of inducing 
oonoeption. They clasp the tree in transport, and repeat certain incantations by way of 
invoking the atm. 
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Jioljr, at which time they are very fat* They are caught by a tery/^ihlpl# 
artifice. The natives, having marked their principal haunts, dnve rp^a pi 
Stakes into the swampy soil at distances of a few feet. These are oonne^d , 
by means of flax-strings, from which are suspended hair-like nooses (made 
^ of the fibrous leaf of Cordyline) arranged in close succession, with the. edges 
overlapping, and placed just high enough from the ground to catch the bird’s 
head as it moves along the surface in search of food. As the swamp-hen 
is semi-nocturnal in its habits, being most active after dusk, it has less 
opportunity of avoiding the treacherous loops. It frequents the Maori 
plantations in considerable numbers and proves very destructive to the 
young crops, and later in the season it plunders the potato fields and 
kumera beds. The snaring of these birds, therefore, on this large scale, 
answers a double purpose, inasmuch as they are excellent eating when 
roasted in their own fat. Then* eggs also are much sought after in the 
nesting season, bemg esteemed as great a delicacy as plover's eggs.'* 

Himantopus NovjE-zE ALAND! je, GouU. — Black Stilt. 

This species, as well as the piod stilt, is very plentiful in the Lake 
district. They appear to subsist chiefly on the dead gnats that float on 
the surface of the water in the sulphur springs. The plovers are continually 
to bo seen wading about in the warm yellow water of these springs, feeding 
on the floating scum and on the small salamander worms which abound in 
these places. 

Anabuynohus fbontalis, Qwyy et (raim, — Wry-billed Plover. 

This very peculiar bird with an asymmetrical hill is tolerably common 
in the Bay of Plenty. They associate freely with tlie flocks of godwit on 
their feeding-grounds and resting-places duiing the alternation of the tides. 

Abdba byrmatophoba, Gould , — White Heron. 

This stately bird appears so rarely in the North Island that the natives 
distinguish it as “the bird seen once in a life-iime,” In the summer of 
1865 a pair visited the Mangrove Swamp at Whangarei, and remained 
there several weeks. The year before a pair was seen in Whangape Lake 
in the Lower Waikato ; in 1867 another pair frequented, for some time, the 
marshy ground at the mouth of the Maketu Biver, and again in 1867«a pair 
visited the banks of the Waihi in the same district. The natives made 
every possible effort to obtain these birds for the sake of the white plumes. 

In both of the last-mentioned cases they succeeded in killing one of them, 
the survivor remaining in the locality for several months, leaving only on 
the approach of winter. 

Abdka sAoba, — Blue Heron. 

A pair was seen by Captain Mair on the Taupo Lake in October, 1876, 
it is tolerably common along the shores of the Bay of Plenty. 
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.0 — ^Paradiso Dttok. ^ 

This fine duck is seldom met with north of Petano. A flock of five 
visited Botomahana Lake in March, 1806, and a pair was seen in Lake 
Thupo in October, 1878. I have already recorded* the appearance of five 
Bpi^e years ago in the Eaipara district, at the far nortli. These are the 
only instances that have come within my knowledge of the occurrence of 
this species beyond its ordinary range. 

StmcoRksivs ANTAEOTious, Gray, — Southern Skua. 

In my “ Birds of New Zealand,” page 267, 1 mentioned the only local 
specimen then known — a female bird obtained by Dr. Hector in Woodhon 
dove, on the south side of Breaksea Sound, and deposited in the Otago 
Museum. Other specimens have since been collected in the South Island, 
and I have now in my possession a living example taken some months ago 
at Waikanae, some forty miles from Wellington. 

Larus dominicanus, Licht, — Black*backed Gull. 

Simpkins, a publican at Whakatane, obtained a female of this species, 
when quite young, from Wliite Island, a distance of some thirty-five miles. 
It became perfectly tamo, answering to the name of Hinemon,” and 
coming into the house at meal-times to be fed. When about two years old 
it suddenly disappeared, and after a lapse of six months it returned with 
two young ones, which have since become quite domesticated. By last 
advices both old bird and young were still inhabitants of the yard, and 
evinced no desire to leave it. 

PBocEtnARiA PARKiNsoNi, Gray . — ^Black Petrel. 

This petrel is said to breed in large numbers on the Island of Earewa, 
in the Bay of Plenty. In March the Maoris visit the island and collect 
the young of this and other species. The most plentiful, however, is the 
oil or mutton-bird ( Puffinus ni&tis ). 

PiuiiACRocoRAX B8BVIROSTRIS, Otmld, — White -throated Shag. 

In the Lake district there are ‘‘shaggeries” of considerable magnitude 
which are much valued by the natives, each colony of nests having its own 
proprietor, who exercises all the rights of ownersliip, visiting tlie gi’oimd at 
the breeding season for the purpose of collecting the young birds, which are 
potted in the usual manner and are considered a great dainty. Captain 
Mair accompanied one of the shag parties to the Tauranga River, at Lake 
Taupe, and saw 400 young birds oollooted in tlie course of a single day. 
Both the white-throated and the small black shag breed together in these 
localities, although apparently never pairing. Captain Mair still adlieres 


* ** lairds of New Zealand, ” p. 249. 
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to the opinion that they are distinct species, and has promised to send me 
nestlings of both for dbmparison. 

It will be remombored that at one of our meetings in 1875, I exhibit^ 
an adult bird, supposed to bo of this species, in which there were indications 
of a seasonal change of plumage from a rusty or brownish to a glossy black, 
without any appearance of white on the throat or fore-nook. 

Philacbocobax vaeius, Gmd . — Pied Shag. 

Captain Mair informs me that at a called Whakarewha, near 

Matata on the East Coast, there is a colony of the white-bellied shag where 
thousands of them breed together. The nests are crowded together on the 
branches of a clump of pohiitukawa trees growing on the cliff ; and the old 
birds may often be seen figlitiug fiercely for the possession of a dry stick or 
piece of Boa-wcod, required for building purposes, or endeavouring to dis- 
possess each other of nests already made. In these fights the young birds aro 
not unfrequontly knocked out of the nests, and numbers of dead ones are found 
lying on the beach at the base of the cliff. The nests aro rude structures 
formed of dry twigs and sticks, bound together by moans of a peculiar kind 
of kelp for which the shags may bo observed diving in the sea, sometimes 
in four fathoms of water. The harrier {Cin*m noahli) liovers about this 
breeding-place and makes an occasional attempt to carry off a young bird 
from the nest by boldly attacking it; whereupon numbers of the old birds 
sally forth with loud guttural cries and chase the intruder to a considerable 
distance. 

Captain Mair, who has often visited tliis “ shaggery,” says : — ** It is 
very amusing to watch the old birds feeding the young ones. With a slow 
flapping of its ample wings the parent bird comes in from her fishing 
excursion, lier capacious tliroat distended with food. There is much excite- 
ment in the nest on her approach. The young bii*da open wide tlieir 
mandibles, and tlimstiug her beak down the throat of her offspring, the 
careful mother empties the contents of her pouch right into tlie little one’s 
crop. All this time the delighted recipient is swaying its body to and fro, 
vibrating its flippers and uttering a perpetual scream of joy,” 

At the Eurima Eocks in the Bay of Plenty, six miles from the shore, 
where some tliroo or four hiiiidred shags congregate every year to refit 
their nests in the tall pohuiukawa trees, the birds are almost exclusively of 
this species. 

Phalackocobax nov^-hollandi/e, Sie /? h , — Black Shag. 

Captain Mair states that this species is rarely seen in the Bay of Plenty. 
But he distinguishes from this what he terms the Large Brown Eiver 


^'^Traus. N.Z. Inst.,’' VIL, page 225. 
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thd txuBkpo or matapo of iha Maoria* Ho deooribea this bird as 
|‘brb^ all over with a yellow tinge on the throat,** and says that it 
fir^uents lakes and the upper courses of rivers and is never met with on 
tii^e sea coast. A colony of them, numbering about a dozen individuals 
(exclusively of this kind) breed every year in a kahikatea forest near the 
shores of Lake Botorua. 

Aftebyx AUSTRAiiXS, Shaw . — South Island Kiwi. 

Comparatively few specimens of this bird are now brought in by collectors 
in the South Island, whereas the supply of Apterynf oweni is undimiuished. 

Aptkbtx maktblli, liartL — North Island Kiwi. 

The natives whom I found camping at the foot of the Koimanawa range 
in March last assured me that the kiwi was still very plentiful there. 
About a fortnight before the date of my visit (or end of Februaiy) they 
captured a female with a well-grown young one in a hollow log. It may be 
inferred therefrom that this species commences nesting about the beginning 
of January. As the natives agree that there is never more than one young 
bird in the nest, it seems probable that the kiwi breeds twice during the 
season. 


Abt. XXI . — On the Disappearance of the Korhnako (Anthorriis raelanura) 
from the North Island. By Waltbb L. Bullbr, C.M.G., Sc.D. 

Ifiead before the Wellington Philosophical Societyy 22nd September, 1877 .] 

In my “History of the Birds of New Zealand,’* in treating of this 
bird I made the following statement, which was afterwards challenged by 
Captain Hutton, in a communication to “ The Ibis — 

“This species, formerly very plentiful in every part of the country, 
appears to bo rapidly dying out. From some districts, where a few years 
ago it was the commonest bird, it has now entirely vanished. In the 
Waikato it is comparatively scarce ; on the East Coast it is only rarely met 
with ; and from the woods north of Auckland it has disappeared altogetlier. 
In my journeys through the Eaipara district eighteei||proarB ago, I found 
this bird excessively abundant everywhere ; and on the banks of the 
Wairoa the bush fairly swarmed with them. Dr, Hector, who passed over 
the 8am6 ground in 1866, assures me that ho scarcely ever met with it ; 
and a valued correspondent, writing from Whongarei (about eighty miles 
north of Auckland), says : — * In 1859 this bird was very abundant, in 1860 
it was less numerous, in 1862 it was extremely rare, and from 1868 to 
1866 I never saw but one individual. It now seems to be entirely extinct 
in this district,* *’ a1 
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Captain Hutton, in the oommunioation referred to,’*' enggested that the 
distriots in which the bird was all hut extorminatod were only those thickly 
inhabited by Maoris, to which the obvious reply was that the extensive 
wooded district lying between Whangarei and the North Cape is not 
inhabited by Maoris at all. Dr. Hector, who made a geological survey of 
that district in 1808, did not meet with a single koriraako, whereas formerly 
these birds existed there by thousands. My remarks on the present 
scarcity of the species were mtended to refer principally to tlie North 
Island, but even in the Soutli, as I have already pointed out (“ Trans. 
N.Z. Inst.,” vol. IX., p. 830), it is far less plentiful than it formerly was. 
Doubtless it is only a question of a few years, and the sweet notes of this 
native songster will cease to be heard in the grove, and naturalists, when 
compelled to admit the fact, will bo left to speculate and argue as to the 
causes of its extinction. 

My observations as to the extreme rarity of this species in the North 
Island, where in former years it was the commonest of the perchers, are 
confirmed by Captain Mail*, who informs mo that during the last eight 
year’s he has never mot with it at all, except on the Island of Mokoia (a 
place of some historic interest in tlie Rotorua Lake, about 600 acres 
in extent), and in a tract of manuka busli covering about a thousand 
acres of land attlio foot of Mount Edgecurnbo. In both of these localities 
it is still very plentiful. 

In 1868, Captain Hutton found the koriraako abundant on Great Barrier 
Island, altliougli even tlieii scarce on the main-land ;t and in 1871 Major 
Mair met Avith it on the Rurima Rocks and on Whale Island, in the Bay of 
Plenty, places about five miles apart. Ho records the delight with which 
he again listened to its sweet note, and adds, “ the Maoris think that it is 
^ho solo survivor of the race, and that it flics backwards and forwards 
between these islands.” I 

Although I have travelled a good deal through tlie forests of the interior 
since my return from Europe in 1874, I have positively never met with a 
single example of this^bird on the main-land ; but during a storm-bound visit 
to the island of K^ti, in April laf^t, I was charmed immediately on landing 
to hear the mnsicnlnotos of the bell-bird again, and to meet with it in every 
dii’oction among the stimtod karaka groves that clothe the western slopes of 
the island. In the course of an afternoon I saw a score or more of them 
within a very limited area, and on a second and more extended visit on the 
following day I found them equally numerous. I met with another bird 

* See “ Ibis,” January, 1874. t “ Trans, N.Z. Inst.,” L, p. 161. 

♦ “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.” V., p. 162, 
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also, which has likewise become well-nigh extinct on the main-land ( Miro 
longipes)^ although not in such numbers as the former. 

The facts I have mentioned are interesting as furnisliing another 
illustration of the observed natural law, that expiring races of animals and 
plants linger longest and find their last refuge on sea-girt islands of limited 
extent. 


Abt. XXn . — Further descriptive Notes qfthe Iluia f'Heteralocha acutirostris.) 

By Walter L. Buller, C.M.G., Sc.D. 

Plate V. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society ^ 17 th November ^ 1877.] 

Hbteralocha acutirostris, Ihdler , — “Birds of New Zealand,” pp. 68-68. 

To the full account which I have already published of this rare species, 
I wish to add the following notes : — 

Young female , — Differs from adult bird in having the entire plumage of 
a duller black, or slightly siifTiised with a brownish tinge and with veiy 
little gloss on the surface. Under tail-coverts tipped with white, and the 
terminal white bar on the tail washed with rufous-yellow — especially in the 
basal portion. Wattles small and pale-colourcd. Bill only slightly curved, 
as represented in fig. 1. 

In another specimen in my possession, apparently a year older, the tail- 
coverts are without the margin, the white on the tail-feathers is purer, and 
the bill is perceptibly longer, with a darkened tip. 

Young male , — In comparing a B]iecimen received at the same time with 
the above, the same general remarks apply, except that the under tail- 
coverts are not tipped with white at all, while the soft feathers on the lower 
part of the abdomen are largely tipped witli pale rufous and white. The 
pale rufous wash on the tail-bar is likewise more conspicuous. The bill 
presents the outline shown in fig. 2. 

For purposes of comparison I have reproduced in the accompanying 
plate (fig. 8) my former drawing of the bill in the fully-developed female^ 
Pig. 4 represents a curious deformity, if it may be so called, in a spocimen 
which recently passed through my hands. The lower mandible having 
been at some time accidentally broken off, the upper mandible had con- 
siderably overgrown it, becoming somewhat thickened beyond the point of 
friction. 
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Art. XXIll . — On the Egg of the Iluia (Heteralocha aoutirostriB). By 
Walter L. Buller, C.M.G., Sc.D. 

[Head before the Wellington Philosophical Society, 12iA January, 1878.] 

In a paper read before this Society last year,* I described, as a great 
novelty, the egg of tlio huia, from a specimen (containing a well-developed 
embryo) obtained by Mikaera in the Wainuiomata bush. The same native 
brought in to mo this season another huia’s egg obtained in the same 
locality. It differs so much in api>earanco from the one in the Colonial 
Museum as to create a doubt at first sight of their identity. Mikaera, 
however, stoutly ajffilrins that he is right; and on proceeding to blow the egg 
I found the shell extremely thin and fragile, agreeing in this respect with 
the one already described. The present specimen is more elliptical in form, 
measuring 1*8 inches in length by 1*1 in its widest diameter. It is of a very 
delicate stone-grey, inclining to greyish- white, without any markings except 
at the larger end, where there are, chiefly on one side, some scattered 
rounded spots and dots of dark purple-grey and brown. Towards the small 
end there are some obsolote specks, but over the greater portion of its 
surface the shell is quite plain. 

. The egg when brought to mo was perfectly fj-esh, and the native declares 
that he took it from the ovary of the bird just as it was ready for extrusion. 
This may perhaps account, in some measure, for the extreme delicacy of the 
shell, W'hich fractured under the gentlest handling in blowing, as well also 
for the absence of markings. I see no reason to doubt the autlienticity of 
the specimen, for any one w^ho has taken the trouble to examine and 
compare the eggs of the common house-sparrow will bo aware how much 
the eggs of some species differ from each other in this respect, even tlaose 
taken from the same nest ; and 'we have no suflicient data at present for 
determining the extent of variability in the eggs of this rare form. 

Mikaera brought tliis specimen to mo on or about the 11th October. 
The egg previously described, which was apparently within a day or two 
of hatching, was obtained about the 20th October. These dates will there- 
fore give approximately the period of incubation. 

The Museum specimen (which I am permitted to exhibit this evening for 
comparison) measures 1*45 by 1*05 inches, and is of a pale stone-grey, 
irregularly stained, freckled, and speckled with purplish-grey, the markings 
in some places running into dark wavy lines. 


‘ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” VUI., p. 192. 
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Aet. XXIV. — Ofi the Species forming the Genus Ocydroraus, a peculiar Group 
of brevi-pennate Hails. By Walter L. Bullkr, C.M.G., Sc.D., F.L.S. 

[Read before tlie Wellington Philoeophieal Society, I2th January, 1878.] 
Although as a group the limits of the genus Ocydromus are Bufficiontly well 
defined, considorahle difficulty has been experienced in determining tlie 
species. Every naturalist who has studied the subject appears to have 
arrived at some different conclusion as to the number of constant forms ; 
and where the variances as to size and plumage are so well maintained it is 
difficult to avoid drawing specific distinctions. If, however, it can be shown 
that aU these extreme forms graduate in a series, or, in other words, run 
into one another, it becomes impossible to find any fixed aberrant characters. 
Without professing to bo able yet to xdace the matter beyond all dispute, 
I venture to think that the series of specimens which I have the honour 
to exliibit tins evening affords pretty strong evidence that several of the 
so-called species in the South Island must be united under the name of 
Ocydromus australis. 

In my ** Birds of Now Zealand,” I admitted only three wcU-ascortained 
species as inhabiting New Zealand — ^namely, O. carliy 0, australisy and O, 
fuscus. I mentioned in the introduction to that work that, although Dr. 
Finsch recognized a fourth (O, troglodytes, Gmel.), I was unable to draw 
any specific line. Nevertlieloss, I pointed out very fully, in my account 
of the South Island wood-hen, the great variation both as to size and 
markings which that species exhibits, especially among birds from 
different localities. 

Captain Hutton, in an article on the Now Zealand Wood-hens, read 
before tins Society in Sepiomber, 1B7B, agiccd with Dr. Finsch in 
admitting 0. troglodytes, and added two more species of his own under the 
names of 0. hectori and O, finseki. He further described a “variety or 
immature” example of this last-named species, which he suggests may 
“possibly bo identical with GalUrallus hrachypterus, Lafr.” 

Dr. Finsch, in a paper! written the year following, i)rofesses to identify 
Ocydromus iroghdytes with the 0, australis of my text, page 170, but not 
the plate ; of 0, hectori ho remarks, “ I consider this a good species after 
having compared a typical specimen and of O, fiuscki ho says that, 
having examined the type, he considers it a good species, although not 
without some suspicion that it may prove to bo a variety of 0, fuscus. He 
confuses Ocydromus australis, Sparrm., with the well-known O. earli ; and 
with respect to the latter in Hutton’s list, he makes the following singular 
statement: — “Dr. Buller, in his great work, unfortunately does not mention 


♦ “ TrwM. N.Z. Inst.;* VH., p. 110. 


t “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” VH., p. 226. 
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the typical specimen of 0. earli, Gray, and not having compared it mysdf, 
1 am unable to make out whether the true earli is, indeed, the bright 
oinnamon-red bird as Captain Hutton and I believe, or whether it is the 
same as 0. auairaluy figured under the name of earU by Dr. Buller.*’* 
Captain Hutton, on the other hand, writes me ; — “ I am sure that you are 
right about the identification of 0. earliy and I don’t understand how Finsch 
thinks otherwise.” f 

Baron A. von Hiigel, who has lately been on a scientific tour through 
the colonies, writes thus in “The IbiB”J: — “Of New Zealand things I 
have got a very fair collection — some 800 specimens already. Ocydromus I 
have, of course, gone in for, and have a lot of notes about it. I don’t 
believe in more than tliree good species — 0. amtralu (with endless 
varieties), O, fuacm^ and 0. earlu The last two are difficult to procure, 
although I shall doubtless get a series of the latter in the North Island ; 
but of 0. auatralu one could get a shipload in a very short time. I have 
got a splendid series, showing every age from embryo to adult, and varieties 
to perfection.” 

It will be seen, therefore, that the Baron, who comes to the subject 
with a totally unprejudiced mind, adopts my published division of the 
species in a very positive manner. 

If, on further investigation, it should be found necessary to add a fourth 
species, this must be Ocydrovius hmchypteriiSy Lafrosnaye ; for Dr. Finsch, 
who appears to liave exammed the type specimen, affirms distinctly § 
that it is the same as Hutton’s 0 hcclon; and Captain Hutton himself 
admits that this is “very probable.” |1 This is of course the bird referred to 
at page 171 of my “ Birds of New Zealand” in the following passage : — “Dr. 
Hector informs me that on all the high mountains of the Otago province 
ho met with a ‘cream-coloured variety,’ conspicuously marked and very 
readily distinguishable from the common bird. Mr. Buchanan confirms this 
observation, and states that on the Black Peak, at an elevation of 0,000 feat, 
ho found this light-coloured variety very abundant, but none of the other 
birds ; the former indeed were so numerous as to prevent his getting any 

It seems unfortunate that in obedience to the law of priority in nomen- 
clature, we must sink a name, very fittingly bestowed, in favour of brachyp- 
terust which expresses no distinguishing specific character, being equally 
appropriate to all the forms of Ocydromm, 

* “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” VIL, p. 231. f 16., IX., p. m. 

\ “ The Ibis,” July, 1875, p. 808. § “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” Vin, p. 202. 

11 “ TiauB. N.Z. Inst.,” IX., p. ?5.”0. 
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OoTDBOMtrB BABU, Oray. 

This is the North Island species, very distinct in character from the 
others and exhibiting only a slight degree of individual variation. It is 
admirably figured by Eeulemans, and a full description of it, in all stages, is 
given in my “Birds of New Zealand ” (pp. 166, 160). 

Ogtdbomus austbalis, Sparrm, 

This species has never been met with in the North Island as an 
indigenous bird, although of late years it has been successfully acclimatized 
by Sir George Grey at Kawau. 

The tendency of tins bird to vary, in a very remarkable degree, has 
occasioned much difficulty in discriminating the form. 

In my published account of 0. amlralia I made the following observa- 
tions on this point ; — “ Examples from different locahtios exhibit so much 
variety in size and plumago as to suggest the existence of another closely 
allied species. Mr. Potts says that when he was ‘ camping in one of the 
gorges of the Eangitata a very striking variety used to visit his tent 
constantly ; the individuals of either sex were above the average size ; the 
general colour of the plumago liglit greyish-brown, the feathers barred or 
marked with shades of dark brown ; the rump, and in some instances the 
tips of the primaries, rich chestnut ; throat and cheeks grey.’ ^ ^ * 

My brother, Mr. John BuUer, assures me that ho invariably found the 
alpine bird considerably larger than those inhabiting the plains and of a 
much lighter colour. A specimen brought by Mr. Henry Travers from the 
interior of the Marlborough province has the general plumage of a yellowish- 
buff colour, very obscurely marked aud spotted with brown ; and among 
those obtained by Sir George Grey in the Otago hills for the purpose 
of stocking the Kawau Island, I observed that one (apparently a young 
bird) had similar plumage, although it was more distinctly banded on 
the sides and flanks. Sir George Grey informed mo that these birds were 
taken by himself at on elevation of 6,000 feet, whore they were found con- 
cealed under the tussocks or hiding among the loose rocks, the assistance 
of a dog being required to dislodge them.” I further described a specimen 
in my own collection in which the whole of the upper surface is light fulvous 
shaded with brown, each feather having a sub-terminal spot of that colour : 
the primaries and secondaries are dark rufous-brown barred with black, 
aud the soft overlapping feathers are fulvous, stained more or less with 
rufous and barred with black in their middle portion, margined and spotted 
towards tlie end with cream-yellow ; the throat, fore-neck, and breast pale 
oinereoirs brown, mixed witli fulvous on the crop ; the lower parts dull 


. • " Birds ol K.Z.,’’ pp. 170 - 178 . 
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cinoreous brown, fasoiatod on the sides and flanks with narrow markings 
of fijlvous. 

After fully describing the ordinary plumage of the adult male, I stated 
that the female was smaller, with darker plumage and duller coloured legs ; 
and that in immature birds the tints of the plumage generally are lighter, 
the transverse markings are less distinct, and the colours of the bill and 
legs are paler; the irides arc dark brown*; there is less rufous on the 
head and often considerably more of the cinereous grey colour on the 
breast and abdomen. 

OctnaoMUS fuscus, Bnhm . — ^Kelp-hen. 

An apparently adult female specimen of this bird in the Canterbury 
Museum (obtamed at Preservation Inlet) has the general plumage brownish- 
black; throat dark grey mixed with smoky-brown; the plumage of the 
fore-neck, lower hind-nock, and upper siu’face of wings presenting dull 
streaky marks of rufous, each feather being irregularly touched with this 
on each web ; tail-feathers black ; under coverts obscurely marked with 
rufous. On the under face of one of the primaries (an old feather which 
came out on being handled) tliere are obsolete rufous bars ; and the 
scattered new feathers appearing on the upper surface of the body are 
almost entirely black ; bill, bright reddish-brown at the base, hom-grey 
towards the tips of both mandibles ; legs and feet reddish-brown. 

It may be inferred from this state of plumage that tlie tendency of this 
species is to darken towards maturity. I have not yet had an opportunity 
of examining a first year’s bird, but, judging by analogy, I think Captain 
Hutton is probably right in his conjecture that his “ 0,finschi is only the 
young of 

Dr. Finsch himself t expressed the suspicion that one was a variety of 
the otlier. 

OCYDROMUS SYIiVKSTRIS, Sclatcr, 

This is a very distinct species inhabiting Lord Howe Island. There 
were too living examples in the Gardens of tlie Zoological Society when I 
last visited them in 1873. 

OcYDROMUS LAFBKSNAYANUS, TVrr. et DcB Mim, 

This form is peculiar to Now Caledonia. The Zoological Society received 
a live specimen from Dr. Geo. Bennett in Juno, 18G9, and another from the 
same donor in May, 1878. 


Trans. N.25. Inst,,” IX, p. 331. t “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,” Vn. p. 282, 
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Ast. XXV. ’^Notice of the Occurrence of the Shy Albatroe (Diomedea cauta) 

in the North hland. By Waltkk L. Buli^eb, C.M.G., Sc.D., F.L.S. 

\jSead before the WeUington Philosophical Society ^ 22nd Seplemher^ 1877.] 

Ill a paper on New Zealand OrniUiology which I had the honour of 
reading before this Society in September, 1876, I mentioned, on tlio 
authority of Captain Hutton, that a specimen of the shy albatros ( Diomedea 
cauta) had been obtained at Blueskin Bay in Otago, thus adding a sixtli 
species to the list of albatroses inlmbiting our seas. I have now much 
pleasure in exhibiting another specimen of this fine bird, which was captured 
on the beach near the Wellington pilot station on the 12th July, and 
brought to mo alive by Ikir. James A. Capper of Moleswortli Street. Tlie 
fishormoji by whom it was caught informed him that it had apparently been 
shot at sea and allowed to float ashore, tlie right wing being completely 
disabled, but that they had nevertheless considerable trouble in overtaking 
it before it reached the water. 

Tliis example proved on dissection to bo a female, and as I have not 
before had an opportunity of examining this rare species in a fresh state, I 
think it is desirable to place on record in our Transactions” a full 
description of it. 

Fern, Fronte ct vortico cinorascenti-albis : pilco coUoque totis 
pulchre cinereo lavatis : regioue ante- et super-oculari ciiiorascenti-uigris • 
dorso et interscapiilio cum ala tota cinerascenti-nigris : uropygio, siipra- 
caudalibus albis : remigibus brunnescenti-nigris, scajjis ad basin flavicanti- 
albidis, socundariis versiis apicora bruiinescentt) tinctis^ cauda saturate 
argentescenti-cineroa, scapis albidis : subtus pure albus : subalaribus albis, 
plumis exterioribus nigricanlibiis : iride lieto viuascenti-brunnea : pedibxis 
sordide cornoo-albicaniibus, tarsis satiiraiioribus : rostro cyanescenti- 
corneo, ad ai^icem sordide nigro, culmino mcdialitcr et gonyde obscure 
flavicautibiis, ad basin couspicue nigro margin atis : margiue ad basin 
mandibulre hete flava. 

Adult Female. — The whole of the head and neck delicate pearl-grey, 
shading off almost to white on the crown and forehead ; lores and a lino 
over each eye greyish-black, shading off below into the pearl-grey ; back and 
upper surface of wings greyish-brown ; rump, tail-coverts, and the whole of 
the under parts pure white, softly blending with the grey on the lower 
foreneok ; quills brownish-black, the shafts whitish horn-colour towards the 
base, the longer secondaries tinged with sepia-brown ; tail-feathers dark 
silvery-grey, with white sliafts, and paler on the under-surfaoe ; lining of 
mugs whito, some of the feathers towards the edge of the wing greyish- 
black ; irides rich vinous brown ; feet dull fleshy white, the tarsi darker ; 
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bill bluish horn-oolour, lighter and tinged with yellow along the oulmen, 
and also on the under surface of the lower mandible ; tlie sides of the unguis 
or hooked extremity, as well as the terminal expansion of the lower 
mandible, dull black ; the upper mandible margined at the base with a 
narrow black band which broadens on the ridge and extends along the 
groove on each side to the nostrils ; base of lower mandible fringed on 
each side with a membrane of a bright yellow colour, bordered behind 
with black, and forming a very distinguishing feature in this species. 

Total length 2 feet 11 inches; extent of wings 7 feet 7 inches; from 
carpal flexure to the tip 22*5 inches; tail 9 ; bill, following the curvature of 
upper mandible, 6*8 ; length of lower mandible 6 ; tarsus 8*26 ; middle toe 
and claw 6*7. 

The species was first described by Mr. Gould in the ^‘Proceedings of 
tlie Zoological Society” (Part VIII., p. 177), and named by him the shy 
albatros, in allusion to its cautious habits when on the wing. In his 
“ Birds of Australia ” he gives the following account of it : — 

“ I first saw this species of albatros off the south coast of Tasmania, and 
had frequent opportunities of observing it during my stay in Recherche 
Bay, at the southern entrance of D’Entrecasteaux Channel, where I was 
wind-bound for nearly a fortnight. Unlike other albatrosea it was most difS- 
cult to procure, for it seldom approached our ship sufficiently near for a 
successful shot. I succeeded, however, in shooting several examples while 
they were flying round the bay in which wo had taken shelter. It is not usual 
for albatroses to ai)proach the land or enter a secluded bay like that of 
Recherche, and attribute this deviation from the ordinary habits to the 
temptation presented by the vast quantities of fat and other remains of 
whales floating about, the locality being one of the princii)al whaling-stations 
on the coast of Tasmania. I have no doubt hkowise that it was breeding 
on the Mewstone and other isolated rocks in the neighbourhood, as the 
plumage of some of the specimens I procured indicated that they had 
lately been engaged in the task of incubation. 

“ It is a large and powerful bird, the male being scarcely a third less in 
size than the D. ejutlans ; is rapid and vigorous on the wing, and takes 
immense sweeps over the surface of the ocean. It will be interesting to 
learn the extent of the range of this species. A head in the possession of 
Sir William Jardino was said to have been procured at the Cape of Good 
Hoj^e, but I believe tliis was by no means certain. When fully adult the 
sexes differ but little in colour ; the female may, however, at all times bo 
distinguished by her diminutive size, and the young by the bill being 
clouded with dark grey. Besides being larger than the three succeeding 
species (namely, D. ciilminnta, D. chlororhyncha^ and D. melanophrys, to 
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whioh and the present the generic appellation of Thalassarche has been 
given), the beautiful grey on the sides of the mandibles and the yellow 
mark at the base of the lower mandible, will at all times distinguish this 
bird from the other members of the genus. The stomachs of those I 
obtained in Bechcrche Bay contained blubber, the remains of large fish, 
barnacles, and other crustaceans.** 


Art. XXVI . — On tlie Addition of the Iteddailed Tropic Bird (Phffiton 
rubricauda) t>o the Avifauna of Nm Zealand. By Walter L. Bullbb, 
C.M.G., So.D., F.L.S. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Soicety^ Janxuiry, 1878.] 

In the list of the Birds of Now Zealand compiled by Mr. G. R. Gray and 
published in “ The Ibis” of July 1862, the Rod-tailod Tropic bird is included 
among the species of PelecanidtR^ the habitat assigned being Norfolk and 
Nepean Islands. On tlie publication of my Essay on the Ornithology of 
New Zealand (1805), in the absence of any positive evidence of its occur- 
rence in our seas, I decided to omit this bird from oiu* list of species, and it 
has been rigidly excluded since. 

The fine specimen of the bird, however, which I have the pleasure of 
exhibiting to-night, and which was shot ofT the ‘‘Throe Kings” by Mr. 
Henry Mair, and the further information which I have been able to collect 
respecting it will fairly establish tlio right of tliis species to a place in our 
avifauna. 

The bii*d is well-known to the Ngapuhi tribe at the north, under the 
name of Amokm^a, aud they set a high value on the long red tail-feathers 
which they exchange with the southenx tribes for gi*eenstone. Almost 
every year, after the prevalence of easterly gales, some Bpecimens are 
washed ashore (generally dead) at the Noi-th Cape or in Spirits Bay. The 
natives of that district go out systematically to hunt for them at these 
periods. Owing to their rarity these plumes are more prized than those of 
the huia or kotuku, and in one instance a valuable slab of pounamu was 
given by a Hawke Bay chief in exchange for throe featliers, one of which 
is now in the possession of the Manawatu natives. 

The allusion is to thin bird in the love-song of the fairies, commencing — 
Kiatia taka rangi 
Te kapu o te amokara, etc. 

Come, deck my head 
With omokura plumes. 
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Mr. Gould, who haa figured the Bpecies with hig usual skill iu ‘‘ The 
Birds of Australia,’* states that it “ is very generally dispersed over the 
temperate and warmer latitudes of the Indian Ocean and the South Seas, 
where it often hovers round slaps and occasionally alights on their rigging* 
During the months of August and Soi)tember it retires to various islands for 
the pm’pose of breeding ; among other places selected for the performance 
of this duty are Norfolk Island off the east coast of Australia, and Baine 
Islets in Torres Straits, from both of which localities I possess specimens 
of the bird and its eggs.” lie states further that the young birds for the 
first year arc very different from the adults, being of a silky- white without 
the beautiful roseate blush (so conspicuous in the specimon now exhibited), 
with the whole of the upper surface broadly barred with black, and with the 
black of the shafts of the primaries expanded into a sijatulate form at the 
tips of the feathers. 

Mr. Macgillivray, who obtained several on Kaine Islet in the month of 
Juno, gives the following account: — “Upon one occasion throe were 
observed performing sweeping flights over and about the island, and soon 
afterwards one of them alighted. Keeping my eye upon the spot, I ran up 
and found a male bird in a hole under the low sJiolving margin of the 
island bordering the beach, and succeeded in capturing it after a short 
scuffle, during which it snai^jJcd at me with its beak, and uttered a loud, 
harsh, and oft-repeated croak. It makes no nest but deposits its two eggs 
on the bare floor of the hole, and both sexes assist in the task of incubation. 
It usually returns from sea about noon, soaring high in the air and wheeling 
round in circles before alighting. The eggs are blotched and speckled with 
brownish-rod on a pale reddish-grey ground, and are two inches three- 
eighths long by ono inch four-ciglitlis-and-a-half broad. The contents of the 
stomach consisted of beaks of cuttle-fish. The only outward sexual differ- 
ence that I could detect consists in the more decided roseate blush upon the 
plumage of the male, especially on the back ; but this varies slightly in 
intensity in different individuals of the same sex, and fades considerably in 
a preserved skin.” 


Aet. XXVII. — y^olice of a new Vntiety of Tuatara Lizard (Sphenodon) 

Eant Cape Island. By Walteb L. Bullkr, C.M.G., Sc.D., F.L.S. 

[Read before tfte Wellington Philosophical Society^ VJih Novemhert 1877.] 
Durino a recent visit to Napier I saw in the possession of Mr. John White 
a live tuatara, which he had obtained from the natives more than a year 
ago as a chiefs gift, and which one of his sons had succeeded in completely 
domesticating. 
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At the first glance at this lizard I observed that it was very different 
from ordinary examples, and on a closer examination it appeared to mo, if 
not a distinct species, a sufficiently well-marked variety to deserve special 
notice in our “ Transactions.** 

It is comparatively short and thick-set in form, and presents a remark- 
able depression in the occipital region. The dorsal spines (twenty in 
number) are very minute ; those along the neck are larger, and number 
fourteen. The caudal spines arc much thicker and dark coloured, all the 
former being pure white. The tail, which has been broken off at some 
period, is reproduced in tlie usual thickened form and in darker colours. 

The measurements are : — 

Total length along the dorsal liuo 14*5 inches 

From chin to vent .. .. 8 „ 

„ Tout to end of tail . . . . . . . . C*25 „ 

The general colour is olivaccous-hrown ; sides of the body ruddy yellow 
with a flesh-coloured or pinkish hue, varied, spotted, and marked with olive- 
green and greyish-brown ; on each aide of tlie nape, large irregular ashy- 
white spots wasliod with yellow. The olive-green is hriglitest on the back 
and toes ; and on the lower part of the former, on each side of tlie sjimo, 
there are irrc5gular markings of ashy white. Throat bright ashy grey, with 
longitudinal series of minute white spots. On each side of the neck there is 
a broad crescent- shaped mark of olive-brown wliich encircles the pale- 
colourcd throat. Under parts generally uniform pale grey ; under surface 
of feet greenish- white. Colours darker on the (reproduced) tail. Claws 
horn-colour. Iridcs as in the ordinary form. 

As will bo scon from the above description, this remarkable example 
approtichcs more nearly, in the general character of its markings, to Sphenoclon 
giintlieri than to punctaturny although it is sufficiently distinct in appear- 
ance from both. It may turn out of course to bo a merely accidental 
vaiuety; but Mr. White states from recollection that another specimen 
obtained by the natives at the same time and from the same locality was 
exactly similar to this one. 

This lizard has become perfectly tame, and appears to recognize its 
young keeper’s voice. It greedily devours bluo-bottle flies, caterpillars and 
insects of all sorts, and also feeds on fresh meat minced up. In the early 
part of December last it commenced to cast its skin, and it then became 
restless, making every endeavour to get underground. About the Ist 
January the old skin was completely thrown off, the colours of the new one 
being perceptibly brighter and more defined. 

Mr. White states that this lizard was obtained on East Cape Island, 
and he has promised to furnish some fuiiher information respecting it after 
he has had an oppcalunlly of comparing notes with the natives* 
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Abt. XXVin. — Notes on the Physiohyy and Anatomy of the Tuatara 
(Splienodon giintliori). By A. K. Nkwman, M.B., M.B.O.P* 

[Bead before the Wellington PhUoeophieal Society^ 22m2 Septemheft 1677.] 

Vabious early explorers either saw or heard of the tuatara, and many were 
their wonderful stories. A Mr. French eclipsed all others by describing a 
tuatara ten feet long, which he believed was quite harmless. Polack, whose 
work on New Zealand was published in the year 1688, speaks of it as a large 
and harmless reptile. Thomson, Shortland, Oolenso, and others also made 
a few remarks on it. In the year 1842 Dr. Gray called it Haitena punctata^ 
and classed it as a distinct genus of tlie family Ayamida. Three years later 
Professer Owen named it lihynchocephalm^ discovered that its vertebra were 
ampbicoclous, and that its skull was unlike that of other lizards. In the 
year 1867 Professor Gunther published a very elaborate monograph on the 
tuatara in the Transactions of the Royal Society.” Dr. Knox criticized* 
this paper, and very briefly described certain characteristics which ho had 
discovered from dissections made some years previously. Professors Huxley 
and Mivart have carefully described the peculiar position and form of the 
hyoid arches. Dr. Buller has written three articles on the natural history 
of this strange animal. I 

Nomenclature, 

The early travcUors in New Zealand thought it was a member of the 
LjiianidiC, Dr. Gray called it llatteria punctata ; Owen changed it to Ilhyn- 
chocqjhalus; Mivart and Huxley call it Splienodon; Giinther adopts the word 
Haiieria, The Maoris called it ruatara, tuatara, or tuatote. In the “ Loaf 
from the Natural History of New Zealand,” the Rev. Richard Taylor says: — 
Ruatara, a lizard, eighteen inches long (guana), cliiefly found on small 
islands. Tuatara, great fringed lizard (Hafieria punctata), now only found 
on the off-shore islets, the pigs having eaten them on the main-land. ' The 
word tuatara signifies ‘having sj)ines,* Tuateto guana synonymous with 
tuatara.” Mr. Oolenso says tuatara and tuatete are not synonymous ; the 
tuateto was not eaten. It was also called kaweu in the Taranaki dialect. 

Throe species of Splienodon, unlike in form and colour, have been 
discovered by Buller : — 

(1.) Splienodon punctatum, Gray, black, with myriads of light-coloured 
spots. 

(2.) Sphenodon, Buller, not at all black, with much green and yellow. 

(8.) Splienodon giinthen, Buller, still lighter. 

' • ‘‘ Trans. N.Z. Inst.” IL. 17. 

t “ XranM. N.Z. IiiBt.;* HI., 9 ; IX., 829 ; ante Art. XXVH. 
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Tbe dark form is found in the North; the intermediate at East Gape 
Island ; and the lightest form in the South. 

Sphenodon punctatum was the form so elaborately described by Dr. 
Giinther. The other species has not been anatomically examined. 

Classification of Sphenodon. 

At present the position of the Sphemdon in the Sauropsida is not yet 
quite certainly known. To meet the difficulty Dr. Gunther proposes the 
following division of recent Beptilia : — 

J. Squamata, II, Loucata, III, Cataphracta, 

He divides the Squamata into Ophidia^ Lacertiliai lihynchocephalia. If 
external characters alone were considered, he says it would most resemble 
Aijamida^ of which genus Professor Peters thinks it merely an aberrant form. 
Professor Seeley talks of Lacertia, Rhynchocephaiia, and Crocodilia, In his 
“ Forms of Life/' Ilolleston talks of it as a “ low lizard.’* 

Huxley divides the Lacertilia into various groups : — ^I. Pterygoid and 
quadrate bones united. II. Ptei’ygoid and quadrate bones disunited. 
Class I. he divides into A., a columella and inter-orbital septum; and 
subdivides it into those \\ith amphicoolous and those with procoslous 
vertebrae — Kionocrania amphmdous and Kionoerama proedor. Those with 
amphicoelous vertebrae arc again divided into Acrodonl or Plcurodunt, and 
Thecodont, There are three Orders ; Acrodont or Pleurodont Acalabtda, 
Rhynchocephaiia^ and llomeosauria, 

llelatianship with extinct Beptilia, 

So far as is yet known the relationship between the Sphenodon and 
extinct reptiles is of great interest, Lycll writes “ The llyderapedon 
was afterwards discovered iti beds of about the same age (upper trias or 
keuper) in the neighbourhood of Warwick and also in South Devon, and 
remains of the same genus have been found in Central Italy and Soutliern 
Africa, in rocks believed to be of triassic age. It has been shown by 
Professor Huxley to be allied to tlio living Sphenodon of New Zealand. The 
recent discovery of a living saurian in New Zealand so closely allied to this 
supposed extinct division of the Lacertilia seems to afford an illustration of 
a principle pointed out by Mr. Darwin of the survival in insulated tracts, 
after many changes in physical geography, of orders of whicli the congeners 
have become extinct on continents whore they have been exposed to the 
severer competition of a larger progressive fauna.” Professor Huxley also 
discovered that the extinct lizards of the triassic age, viz., Bhynchosaurus 
and the Hyderapedon, were both closely allied to this Sphenodon, Still 
more recently, in Illinois, certain fossil reptilia have been found which 
possess a feature common alike to the Archeyosaurwt^ stegocephalio batra- 

“ Stuaeut’s Elemeuts of Goology,** 
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ohians and the Sphmodon^ viz., a longitudinal axial perforation of the 
TertebriB. 

ProfoBsor Seeley, in a series of most elaborate essaysi compares the 
bones of many living and extinct reptiles with each other. Ho finds that 
** The abdominal ribs of Hattena are like those of Plesmaurus^ and in one 
species (for two species seem to mo to bo figured by Dr, Giiathor) the 
medium V-shaped bone is overlapped by a splice from a bone external to it. 
In another species this is replaced by a joint, and the external piece has a 
squamous expansion on the middle of its anterior and posterior margin, 
unlike anything seen in Plesmaurus, But, as in Plesiosaurusy otlier bones 
are introduced between these elements, so as to make the abdominal ribp 
nearly twice as many as the costal nbs.” *'- He compares Ichthyosaurus and 
Sphenoilou tluis : — The apparatus of infracostal ribs seems capable of 
being moved away with equal entirety in both gi’oups, owing to tlie union 
of some of the elements by overlap.”! Gimther thinks it most like the 
Ehynchosaiirus of the now rod sandstone of Shropshire. 

flahitat. 

Until the last few years tuataras abounded in certain paHs of the South 
Island, especially on tlio banks of the Waimakariri river. About thirty 
years ago four were caught on Mount Victoria, near Wellington ; one cm 
Somes Island in Wolliiigton harbour; and two by Mr. Mason, in tlio 
Hutt Valley ; and in 1804 several were caught at Makara. They frequent 
the sandy batiks of rivers, and hide beneath ffillen trees. They abomid on 
the Ilurima Rocks, and on otlier islcis in or near tlie Bay of Plenty, on 
Motiti, and East Cape Island. Many were found on the Brothers Rocks in 
Cook Strait during the recent erection of tlio lighthouse, but arc now almost, 
if not quite, exterminated by curiosity-hunters. On the large islands none 
exist. Bush fires, wild pigs, dogs and cats, reptile-eating Maori tribes, and 
the advance of civilization have swejit away all of those strange creatures, 
except the few which infest the tops of inaccessible rocky islets. Only one 
of the islets forming the Brothers group, in Cook Strait, w^as inhabited by 
them; this one was covered witli loose sand and shingle, in which the 
tuatara burrowed holes. The otlier two uninhabited islets are merely bare 
hard rocks, affording neither food nor shelter. 

Habits, 

Tuataras gi-ow very slowly ; young specimens have apparently not 
increased in size dining a whole year. A full-grown specimen must be 
many years old. One is known to have lived out two generations of men. 
Tuataras, like most reptiles, are very sluggish in their habits. They sleep 
during the greater part of the day, coming out of their holes at night for 

* Jour. hinn. Soc., XII„ 827. t Loc, ci7., 302. 
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food. They sleep much and very soundly, requiring to be much disturbed 
or pulled about ere they slowly waken. They ore timid, much frightened 
by noises, and will run into their holes or to the nearest shelter or crouch 
motionless at sight of a man. Tliey are very fond of water, liking to lie 
fiill length in it during great part of the day. One of mine laid several 
eggs in the water. They fight viciously, and bite hard. A skeleton in the 
Museum shows an old fracture of the mandible, with some displacement 
and callus, the result of a fight. Tuataras will live for months without 
eating, and then suddenly oat heartily every day. 

Tuataras, like yomig crocodiles, will not eat flies or other insects that 
are still, or meat lying at the bottom of the cage ; but if the flies or beetles 
run about or the meat is moved they will quickly seize it. Like young 
crocodiles too, they will not bite when caught. When eating, their jaws are 
moved straight up, no rotatory motion existing. Tuataras are perfectly 
silent. When caught between a man’s fingers, their ribs being tightly 
squeezed, they utter sounds which are really groans, and even these sounds 
are uttered only when in great pain. When washed with soap and water 
the skin colours become very bright and distinct. 

Tuataras lay their eggs in holes in the sand when wild, but when captive 
on the bare earth or ip the water in their troughs. Like the common 
English lizards ( Lacerta vindis) they lay eight or ten eggs at a time ; tliey 
are about two-thirds of an inch in length, covered with a thick material 
containing a variable amoufit of lime. None of the eggs laid in captivity 
have yet been liatcJicd. Mr. Burton told me that fom: tuataras laid eleven 
eggs ill one night, but one of mine laid hers at intervals of several days. 

Mr. Darwin, in his learned and fascinating work on “ Sexual Selection,” 
describes the arts and graces and tti)pcaraiices whereby male lizards woo 
their mates. The male tuataras have no special strongly-marked tints, no 
special personal attractions ; and, unlike the males of several other species 
of lizards, are not much, if at all, bigger than the females. The absence 
of special sexual attributes is due perhaps to the fact that the tuatara, 
unlike other lizards, has no penis, therefore probably small sexual passions, 
and but little rivalry. Tlie males arc so like the females that they have not 
yet been distinguished with certainty. Dr. Gunther, noticing the presence 
of a crest of dorsal spines and of long, slender, acute-pointed claws, 
thought that tuataras did not burrow. Tuataras not only infest the holes 
dug by the mutton-bird, but burrow others for themselves. 

They burrow in the loose sand and pebbles on the hanks of rivers or on 
islets. Captive tuataras are constantly burrowing ; they dig the claws of 
their fore-paws into the soil, sometimes using the right and left paws 
alternately, at others using one for a long while ; they fling the soil far 

ol 
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beUnd them, just as a dog does when scratching oat a rat-hole. Gilnthef 
objects to the belief that tliey huiTowed, because he says their fore-limbs 
are slender ; but the skeletons in the Colonial Museum show that they are 
not very slender, and are certainly strong enough and stout enough to be 
used for burrowing in loose soil. The long sharp claws too are admirably 
adapted for penetrating deep into loose sand or light loam. The claws are 
sharply carved out on their postoiior aspects. They soon become blunted 
wlieu used against the wooden or tin walls of a cage. The dorsal spines 
are no hindrance when entering holes, because they are very soft, being 
easily bent on themselves or pressed down on one or other side. 

Locomotion, 

Dr. Giinther elaborately described the abdominal ribs, and, speculating 
on their use, inferred that their special function was to assist in locomo- 
tion.” lie thought that by being approximated these ribs would assist the 
animal in crawling over rocks, especially as to each of the ribs (twenty-five 
or twenty-six in number) was attached a row of scales, the ends of which, 
he thought, were tilted up, thus causing a rouglioiiod abdominal surface, 
which would also help tlio animal. When dissecting a tuatara, it seemed 
to me that the amount of ai)proxiination between the ribs must be 
infinitesimal, and therefore tJiesc ribs could not be subservient to the 
special function of assisting in locomotion. I therefore carefully studied 
the motions of living tuataras, to ascertain which view was correct. 

Tuataras are very lazy in all their movements, and even when fnghtened 
they move very slowly. Their usual pace is a very slow crawl, the abdomen 
and tail trailing on the ground. The femora are articulated at right-angles 
with the pelvis, and the tibia) and fibi® at right-angles to the femora ; this mode 
of articulation causes a great strain on tlie muscles of the posterior limbs, 
therefore when at rest the trunk rests on the ground. I tried many experi- 
ments with mine and narrowly watched their movements. When driven 
fast, or when chasing prey, they always lift the whole trunk off the ground, it 
docs not touch at any spot. This rapid gait is very “ wobbling,” something 
like a man swimming sideways. After running three or four yards they 
grow weary and stop. They cannot jump the smallest obstacle, their limbs 
being too feeble. In ordinary crawling they propel themselves by means of 
their limbs alone, and the abdominal ribs take no part in these movements, 
though trunk and tail rest on the ground. The abdominal ribs are not used 
during either slow or rapid movements, the limbs doing all the work; tlie 
limbs are quite strong enough to drag the body and tail along the ground, 
and during more rapid but very brief movements are powerful enough to 
lift the body and great part of the long heavy tail off the ground. 

If a tuatara bo lying with its abdomen across the edge of a plate 
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or the ridge of a stone it cannot wriggle itself off unless it uses its limbs. 
The trunk is short and these twenty-five or more ribs are very close 
together, the limbs not being far apart ; they are bound together by 
large quantities of strong fibrous tissue, the amount of movement be- 
tween each rib is very small, and when lifted off the ground and 
twisting its body about, the ventral plates do not have their roughened 
posterior edges tilted up by approximation of tliese ribs. I think that the 
abdominal ribs play no paiH; in locomotion ; whether the reptile crawls 
or runs or climbs up rocks the ribs are powerless, and afford the limbs no 
help. I am of opinion that the ribs are useful not to assist the limbs, but 
to act as a broad, strong, abdominal sole. Any one who has dissected a 
female tuatara with its eggs filling the whole abdomen, and has noticed the 
enormous size of these eggs, would be convinced that the abdominal ribs 
would be of the greatest use to the animal by supporting and protecting 
them from injury. A tuatara carries ten large eggs, all about the same size 
and weight, any two of these weigh as much as the whole of the other tho- 
racic abdominal and pelvic viscera. Those eggs lie in two parallel rows, 
extending from the cloaca, almost to the farther end of the thorax, they lie 
on these ribs, which support them, for the ligaments which attach the ovi- 
ducts to the spine are thin and long. By this means the unusual weight is 
well distributed over the body. When crawling over the edges of sharp stones 
the ribs would protect the eggs and otiicr viscera ; with the true ribs and 
vertebras they form a strong, compact and yet mobile case. 

Giinther also says the sharx> claws ‘‘ show" tliat in a normal state they 
cannot be much used in dragging the heavy body or even in burrowing,” 
but this is a statement foimded on a misconception of their mode of progres- 
sion. The tuatara walks on its pes and manus and not on itsi digits and 
claws. It is plantigrade not digitigrado, as indeed might easily bo learnt 
from examination of the skin and its scales whicli cover tliose parts. When 
the animal is at rest the long nails keep tlio digits off the ground, and almost 
all tlie pressure of the limbs is on the pes and manus ; the abdomen and 
tail rest on tlae ground wholly unsupported by the limbs. 

Tail fracture and reproductwn. 

Of great interest is the subject of tail reproduction in tuataras. Pro- 
fessor Huxley says that *‘In many Lacertilia (Lacetire iyuatice geckos) tho 
caudal vertebr® have a very singular structure, the middle of each being 
traversed by a thin unossified transverse septum. The vertebra usually 
breaks with readiness thi'ough Uio piano of tho septum, and when such 
lizards are seized by the tail that appendage is pretty certain to part at 
those weak points.” Knox discovered that this curious feature obtained 
in the tuatara; he also learnt that the injured part will heal, but distinct 
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vertebrsB will not be reproduced. Gunther thinks tjiat the tails of Hatteria 
are less easily broken than those of other lizards, because its external 
structures are less distinctly divided into segments or verticelli and 
strengthened by a thick layer of strong subcutaneous tissue : — The 
epiphysial line passing through the middle and beliind the transverse 
process, this lino corresponds to the external vertical furrow between two 
verticelli.” Knox, after carefully dissecting a specimen of Naultinua greyi^ 
writes “ that the separation not only occurred at a particular part of the 
spine, hut presented an obstacle to its regeneration which appeared to me, 
and still appears, impossible. I found the divided or separated surface 
finely dove-tailed, the one (proximal extremity of the skin) presenting no 
dentations but a perfectly smooth margin, the scales surrounding the part 
arranged in symmetrical order, whilst on the separated part or tail eight 
wedge-shaped processes projected beyond the skin of tlie tail. These eight 
processes w'cre entire and not caused by a tearing process, but were 
arranged in pairs : — 

Dorsal margin ♦. .. .. ..1 pair' 

Abdominal „ 1 ,, Total, 8 pieces.” 

Lateral „ 2 „ , 

** As,” lie continues, “ I attentively observed the separation of the tail, I 
found that a delicate white cord was gradually leaving a canal in the tail 
portion. This I recognized to bo the medulla spinalis, and necessarily 
rendered, in my belief, the power of reproduction still less possible.” 

In a young tiiatara that I possessed similar conditions obtained; the 
processes were the caudal muscles, primordial, confluent at the base, and 
afterwards dividing into eight processes with tendinous endings. Contrary 
to what obtained in Knox’s NauUmust the processes were attached to the 
trunk and not to the tail portion. The i^rocesscs were bare because the 
skin had retracted. Evidently the muscles had given way at the point of 
insertion into a vertebra. The muscles were arranged in a whorl. As in 
Knox’s NauUinuBf there certainly was no division through a vertebra. I 
apprehend that different forms of violence would give rise to different forms 
of fracture, and that though that through the epiphysial line might be by 
far the most common, yet it need not always occur. That the tails do 
occasionally fall off because of excessive muscular action is shown by the 
fact that lizards drop their tails when greatly frightened. On the other 
hand, if a lizard fall to the floor from table or roof, fracture through a 
vertebra would in all probability result. 

Cuvier wrote that the tails of certain lizards are reproduced, but 
without spines or creases. This corresponds with what is found in the 
tuatara and Naultinus, The tails of the tuatara are divided into numerous 
joints, the skin between each joint being like that of tho trunk, but the 
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joint itself is covered with much thinner skin and less lough tissue, and it 
is at a joint that the tail breaks. The tail bends only at the joints, the 
inter-spaces being rigid. The now tail is smooth, has no joints, is com- 
posed internally of cartilage, ‘‘like that of the lowest fishes,” and by its 
external appearance can be at once distinguished from the older portion. 
In support of Knox’s belief that owing to the dragging away of tlio medulla 
spinalis the tail would not be reproduced, I may cite the fact that experiments 
have shown that certain lizards which reproduce their tails will not do so 
if a red-hot wire be passed some distance up the vertebral canal thereby 
destroying the core. 

The tail may be fractured at almost any point ; if at a distant point the 
animal soon recovers, but if -near the pelvis it very frequently dies. In my 
full-grown tuatara the tail broke between the vortebrao ; repair began by 
rounding of the broken end with compaction of cicatricial tissue. No 
scales were formed on the new part or new vertobrte in it. 

Abdominal rib^. 

In addition to a number of vertebral ribs, the tuatara has twenty-five 
or twenty-six (Gunther) abdominal ribs (Knox’s had twenty-five, mine 
twenty-five). They arc double the number of the spinal ribs. To about 
the middle of each abdominal rib the spinal rib is attached, thus \ / , 

forming a broad flat sole to support the viscera internally, and externally to 
protect it from injury. Giinther considers “ this system of bones is similar 
to but essentially different from that observed in crocodiles and some 
lizards ( Chameleon^ Pohjehrua^ etc.), known as abdominal ribs or abdominal 
sternum, and considered to be the ossified inscriptiones tendinae of the 
abdominal muscles,” Gunther also says, that “ in no saurian, so far as 
we know at x^resent, have they any relation to the external integuments.” 
Knox thought they were dermal, and Rolleston calls tliem “ x^arostotio 
ossifications of the subcutanooxis fibrous mesh.” This oxunion must be 
incorrect, for they lie imbedded in the rectus abdominis muscle. An 
examination of skeletons will incontestably prove that they are not dermal 
or oxoskolctal but endoskelctal. 

Tiiatoras breathe slowly. As the abdomen and thorax are tightly bound 
in by abdominal ribs, the abdomen and thorax do not change their form, 
the vertebral ribs alone moving during respiration. If a tuatara be watched 
while breathing, it will be seen that the greatest amount of motion is at the 
junction of the vertebral and abdominal ribs. The lungs (merely thin bags) 
run nearly the whole length of the thoracic and abdominal cavities. The 
tuatara inspires, its throat swells largely, then the capacious lungs. The 
walls of the trunk are. then motionless for many seconds, sometimes upwards 
of half-a*minute, ere expiration occurs. Owing to the peculiar shape of the 
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ekullf with its two bars an^ additional bonoa, the pharyngeal oayiiy ie 
enormously enlarged. Wlien the tuatara inspires it greatly depresses the 
hyoid and trachea, tliereby still more enlarging the pharyngeal oaTi^, By 
this means the tuatara inhales a large quantity of air, filling the lungs, 
mouth, trachea, and the large pharyngeal cavity. This peculiar mode of 
respiring by depressing the hyoid bone (which with its cornea is very 
large) enables the tuatara to inhale sufficient air to allow it to remain under 
water for hours without coming to the surface to breathe. The quantity of 
air in the lungs, trachea, mouth, and distended pharynx amounts to several 
cubic inches, which is sufficient to sustain life for some time in a small and 
cold-blooded reptile. 

Tuataras swim freely — sometimes with only the nostrils above water, at 
others swimming as freely and well under it. As tuataras are found usually 
on isles, or on the banks of rivers, it may be that they find part of their 
food in the water. The Ichihyosaums and Plesiosaurus marine reptilia had 
abdominal ribs, and the former ampliiooslian vertebr® like the S2yhenodon, • 
Disaeclion of Female Tuataras. 

Total length, 16 inches, of which 83 inches were tail. Dorsal spines 
beginning at the occiput stretch along tlie back to the end of the toil; 
between the scapulaj five or six are wanting, and about three over the 
sacrum. Those on the neck and trunk are flattened laterally, blade-like, 
and acuminated ; they are quite soft, and many are not erect. Tlie caudal 
spines are attached one to each section of the vqrticollated tail. About the 
middle of the tail, instead of being flattened laterally they are prismoidal, 
being much wider at the base and not so sharp. As the tail sections 
dwindle so also do the spines till they can scarcely be said to exist. This 
tuatara has ten cervical spines, then an interval between the shoulders, 
then fifteen dorsal, an interval over the sacrum, and forty- one caudal spines. 
In Jjophocaloles interruptus the spines, as in Sphenodon, reach from the head 
to end of tail, and are also interrupted between the scapula and over the 
sacrum. So alsodn Tians iuherculata; in this lizard there is on each side a 
row of secondoi-y spines. In Spheiwdon, as in certain other lizards where 
the spines are absent between the scapula), their place is occupied by a large 
black patch of skin ; some spines are also black. The skin of Sphenodon is 
marked by several ridges which reach from head to tail, running parallel 
with the dorsal crest. One ridge extends along the trunk from the fore to 
the hind limbs ; it is due to the free projecting ends of the abdominal ribs. 

Two ridges beginning at the end of the rounded snout run backwards 
above the nasal openings and the eyes, giving a triangular look and a flat 
appearance to the form of the head. In many places the epithelial cells are 
accumulated, forming small spines which irregularly crown some of these 
skin ridges. 
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At ihe under surface of the jaw are sxaall white scales, some partially 
others fully formed ; they partially overlap each other, as do shingles on a 
house roof. At the throat they are more largely and fully developed, and 
are of irregular shape, usually with many straight sides and rounded edges. 
Gradually these scales become arranged in parallel rows, the posterior edge 
of the front row overlapping the anterior edges of back ridge. On tlie 
abdomen these plates are much larger and more regular in shape (parallelo- 
grams) and are arranged in rows, each row being closely bound by its 
anterior edge to an abdominal rib. About an inch from the transverse vent 
they become smaller, more irregular in shape, and the ends of the rows bond 
round, 80 tliat at the vent the rows are indistinct. Behind the vent they are 
small, but soon grow larger, and tlien rows of straight- sided plates almost 
encircle tlio tail. These tail plates are longer and narrower, though as 
regularly placed as those on the abdomen. Under the throat the skin hangs 
in loose irregular folds. 

No sign of ears. Nostrils, two small holes almost hidden by lateral 
cranial skin ridges. These holes look upwards. A noodle passed into them 
passes downwards and forwards — ^not backwards. 

Mouth 1*2 inches long, quite straight. 

Fore limbs shorter than tlio hind ones. Pos and manus have each five 
digits armed with sharp nails, curved like the teeth of a rodent. Pollux 
short and thick. Hallux slender and ^videly separated from other digits. 
Both pes and manus are largo and covered on the under surface with small 
white scales. 

To the exhaustive description of the abdominal ribs given by Gilnther I 
cannot add anything, except a remark on a peculiarity which ho noticed in 
one specimen. He examined six specimens and in one he found “ a very 
curious anomaly as regards the union of the three bones of which the 
abdominal ribs consist ; they were unitM hy joints r This peculiarity existed 
only in the alternate ribs. Tliis did not obtain in eitlier of my specimens, 
which belonged to a different species. It is therefore probably a variation, 
and not a mark of a distinct species. 

Dentition, 

Dr. Gunther desoribod specimen s in all of which tliere wore in each 
premaxillary bone a pair of incisors, far larger tlian any of the other teeth. 
These teeth were oouiluont at the base, and in' old specimens when the cones 
were worn down, tlie incisor appeared as if a single tooth, resembling a ro- 
dent’s incisor. Dr. Knox, however, found tlmt in one of his two specimens 
thpre were in each promaxilla three teeth, all confluent at the base; the other 
specimen had but two cones. This newly discovered cone is nearer the 
middle line than the others. It is fivr smaller, slenderer, and sharper, and 
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would very soon be worn down. It looks like a mere rudiment. In one of 
my speoimons (both from the Brothers) this third cone was present, in the 
other absent. The one in which it was absent was not, I think, an old 
specimen ; its teeth are in good order and very little, if at all, worn. This 
therefore cannot be a specific distinction. Drs. Gunther and Knox disagree 
in the number of teeth assigned to each maxilla and palate, but this arises 
from the fact that Dr. Knox considers several of them complex teeth, while 
Dr. Giinther counts each cone as a distinct tooth. Giinther says there are 
about eighteen teeth in each maxilla which Enox counts as six. I counted 
sixteen in mine and thirteen on each palate. Of the latter the largest and 
strongest were in the middle. The teeth of the maxilla press tlie food 
between the parallel rows of teeth, maxillary and palatine, and enter the 
groove between them. Thus the three sets of teeth are differently sharpened ; 
the mandibular teeth have both inner and outer sides ground by the others, 
while the maxillary are sharpened on their inner and the palatine on their 
outer faces. The teeth in my specimens were thirteen in the ]3alate, of 
which the anterior were very small. In the mandible nineteen, a canine and 
incisors, two in number, and confluent at the base. The teeth in mandible 
and maxilla near the incisors are very small, and are soon worn away or 
ground very small. In the other specimen was an additional incisor. 

The muscles which move the lower jaw are very short, thick, and 
powerful. The crushing force of the jaws is very great. 

The tongue is thick and rough, the glottis a long narrow slit, with 
closely-meeting raised edges. On forcibly opening the mouth of a living 
specimen the tonsils a 2 )pear very large. 

The posterior nares, two slits in the roof of the mouth, are situated just 
inside the maxillary teeth at the junction of maxillary and premaxillary 
bones. 

Thorax, Abdomen, and Pelvis, 

This largo cavity is not divided by a diaphragm, though a portion of the 
peritoneum is attached to the ribs where a diaphragm might bo expected. 
The peritoneum is a delicate membrane, in some parts colourless and trans- 
parent, in others darker. The peritoneum is almost black in and near the 
pelvis, but in many i)arts is much lighter, iu some being of a greenish- 
brown tint. Tlie peritoneum lines the whole of the trunk cavity, and gives 
off various large processes which attach the different organs to the spine ; 
of those the largest are those which attach the rows of eggs to the spine. 
The processes attached to the oviducts arc black, but the mysentery is 
transparent. The processes are half-an-inch in breadth, allowing the tows 
of eggs to rest on the abdominal walls. In the mysentery are long grey 
bodies, corpora adiposa. 
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The liver is a most curiously elaborated body. It consists of thin 
right and left lobes, and a part at right angles to these. The right lobe is 
thin with very irregular margins about one-and-a-half inches long. The 
left lobe stretches for half-an-inch to the left, at right angles to the central 
and spinal lobes. The left lobe is thin; its free portion terminates by 
shooting forwards a large portion. At the junction of the right and left 
lobes is an extremely irregular lobular body projecting backwards to the 
spine, and attached to the vertebral column by thin lateral ligaments. 
That portion of the liver which is nearest to the pelvis is attached to the 
pelvis by a long and Strong ligament formed of peritoneum. 

The liver is of a speckled yellow and slate colour. Giinther says the 
bridge between the two portions of the liver crosses the lower surface of the 
posterior part of the stomach. His specimens were all males. In mine 
the eggs pushed backwards the stomach and the liver forwards, thus widely 
separating them. In my first specimen, in which the eggs were very large, 
tlie liver was much smaller than the other, and flattened against the 
abdominal ribs by the eggs. 

Gall-bladder would hold a small pea ; it contained a very small quantity 
of glairy fluid and some coagulated yellow material. Its walls are composed 
of thick white dense tissue ; its duct is very short, and its walls thick. The 
branches of the portal vein are easily seen. The pharyngeal cavity is very 
large and very irregular in shape : its walls are thin. On the lower side 
it is closely attached to the trachea, by tlie depression of which the 
cavity is enlarged. The oesophagus is wide ; its coats thicken near the 
opening into the stomach, and many rugose folds appear. Stomach small, 
with thick walls, passes almost insensibly into duoderum and small intostino, 
which are very short. The small intestine, with but two slight turns, runs 
straight down the abdomen to the cloaca. Longitudinal folds of the walls 
project into the cavity, beginning in the oesophagus, and continue through 
the stomach nearly down to the pelvis. The ileum and jejunum were filled 
with soft greenish material. The stomach is long and narrow, except where 
the longitudinal folds occur its surface is smooth. 

Heart small, base very broad, apex very pointed. No sign externally 
of division into ventricles. The cavity is remarkably small, situated quite 
at the base and not extending near to the apex : there is but one cavity, 
there being no dividing material. The tissue of the ventricles is paler and 
smoother than that of the auricles, which is firmer, of a dark-red colour, 
and appears more cellular when divided. The ventricle is slightly over- 
lapped at the base by the auricles. The right is larger tlian the left auricle. 
The heart is invested. by a firm, closely-adhering pericardium. 

J>1 
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The long straight trachea^ whose rings only partially stirroond 
divides into two short bronchi, each of which ends in a large cavity, , The 
lungs are two long thin sacs, with partly transparent walls. The walls have 
on their inner face a few villous-liko projections. There is in each lung this 
one largo cavity, therefore tlie bronchi do not divide or subdivide as in the 
higher animals, hlach lung is oue-and-three-quarter inches in length, each 
lies in close contact with the stomach. No thymus or thyroid. 

FmaU Oetierative Orgam, 

In the first tuatara the whole of the abdomen and pelvis was filled with 
two parallel rows of eggs. There wore five eggs in each row. All were 
about the same size, and appeared in the same stage of development. One 
was deep in the pelvis, and this seemed a trifle larger than the others. Its 
end too was sharper, and it was longer than the others ; it was evidently 
being moulded ere being extruded, just as is the head of the human fmtus. 
These eggs were five- eighths of an inch in length, with their thin ends 
pointing towards the cloaca, and extended from the heart to the pelvis. 
They present a most curious appearance. All the other organs seemed 
squeezed and pushed aside by them. The space occupied by two eggs 
is equal to that occupied by tlie other abdominal viscera. The oviducts, 
firm white tubes, witli constrictions dividing each egg from the others. 
Each oviduct is attached by a long, thin, black process of peritoneum 
to the spine ; hut this is long enough to allow the eggs to rest on the 
abdominal ribs. 

In the space between tliese ligaments lies the spinal lobe of the liver. 
Each egg is covered with a thick dense membrane, composed of closely- 
interwoven bands of fibrous tissue, and lined by a thinner and smoother 
membrane. Each egg consisted of an oily-looking fluid, and lying in this 
a large dense yellow portion. In tlio eggs kept in spirits this portion was 
coagulated and granular. In the other specimen, whore the eggs were far 
less developed, the dense internal portion alone was visible. The ovaries 
ore two thin flattened bodies, attached by peritoneums to the ribs near the 
junction of abdomen and thorax. Each ovary contained great numbers of 
very small eggs, flattened by pressure against each other. 

Bladder, largo hollow viscus, extending half-an-inoh above the pelvis, 
and opening into the cloaca. Gunther says that the males have no 
“ intromittent copulatory organ.'’ Most Lacertilians have a double or bifid 
penis ; the geckos have none. On account of tlie absence of a penis and 
a membraua tympani, Professor Peters proposes to class them with Agamida, 
Dr. Gunther's description of the anal scent-gland in the miJes applies 
exactly to the females, 
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Muscles of hind Uti^hs, 

Masoulus agitator oaud®, also called ileoperonoal, very long and thin, 
arises from the sacrum, passing behind the posterior border of the ilium runs 
down the outer and posterior aspect of tlie leg, and is inserted by a tendinous 
expansion into the outer and upper part of the fibula. In its course 
it covers in the great ischiatio nerve from its escape behind the ilium till it 
pierces the gastrocnemius and soleus. It draws the limb backwards. 

Extensor quadriceps cruris should be called triceps not quadriceps, for it 
arises by three heads. The long head arises from the whole of the outer 
surface of the ilium, occupying the space which in men is occupied by the 
glutflsi ; it grows bulky and passes down the outside of the thigh to join the 
other heads. The short head arises from tlie whole of the outside of the 
femur just below the insertion of the M. pectineus. The third head arises 
from the ilio-pubic suture, and near the knee joins the other heads, from 
which it is at first widely separated. The musculus pectineus divides the 
last two heads. The slender head arises close to the origins of the gracilis 
and sartorius. The three heads converge to be inserted by a very broad 
and strong fascia and ligament into the upper surface of the tibia. The 
ilio-pubic head draws the limb forward. 

There is a muscle whicli Giinthor calls pectineus, but which Mivart 
and Sanders, in Mmopoma^ call psoas and iliacus. I think it should be 
called iliacus. Oiintlier calls a wholly different muscle iliacus internus. 
I know not why, for it is an external muscle, corresponding in size to 
glutseus medius. A muscle arises from the inner surface of the cartilaginous 
edge of the uncinate process of the }}ubis, and passes on over the edge of 
the Uium, to bo inserted into the fascia lata, in the same manner as the 
tensor vagincs femoris. Below this small muscle is the one which Gunther 
calls pectineus ; it is large and springs from the whole of the ventral surface 
of tlio pubis and ilium, crosses the ilio-pubic crest, lies close to the aceta- 
bulum, and is inserted by a broad tendon into the middle-third of the outer 
surface of the femur. It also axdses from the ilio-pubic ridge. It draws 
the leg forward and rotates it outwards : it is very powerful. This muscle 
and the preceding one are separated from the bladder and cloaca by peri- 
toneum. In some lizards this muscle arises by four heads. In Platydactylus 
japonicus Sanders found the* muscle which I have called tensor vagina 
femoris. 

Musculus gracilis arises from the uncinate process of the pubis, anterior 
to origin of the long head of extensor cruris, runs down the inside of thigh 
alongside the head of the biceps, and is insoi-ted into posterior and upper 
part of the tibia. It antagonizes the biceps. 

A broad thick sheet of muscle arises from the symphysis ossium pubis et 
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isoliii, and tmoinato process and anterior border of the pubis. It is closely 
connected with the gracilis. In Iguana Mivart calls this broad sheet 
sartorius ; Sanders, in PlatydactyluB, calls the broad sheet sartorins, and 
the slender gracilis. The fibres of this broad mass converge and pass 
down the inner side of the thigh to be inserted into the posterior part of 
the tibia just below the head. Gunther calls this sheet a prolongation of 
the M. obliquus abdominis externus. * 

A strong broad ligament reaches from the uncinate pubic process to the 
symphysis ossium ischii. From the under-surface of this ligament, about its 
middle-third, arises a narrow muscle which is inserted into the middle of 
posterior surface of the femur. It adducts the leg. It is probably biceps 
femoris ; but the distinctions of some of these muscles are difficult to make 
out. The semi-tendinosus and semi-membranosus (?) arise from the tuber 
ischii, and by a branch from two or more caudal vertobrss, and are inserted 
into the tibia. These muscles flex the limb, or if that be fixed assist in 
moving the tail. 

M. obturator externus arises broadly from whole outer face of pubis and 
ischium, lies in contact with the pubis and ischium, closely covers in much 
of the hip-joint, and is inserted by a flattened tendon into inner tuberosity 
of the femur and digital fossa. 

Obturator internus arises from ramus and body of pubis, from symphysis 
pubis, and from uncinate process of pubis, from outer surface of tuber 
ischii and ramus ischii, and from membrane lining obturator foramen. 
Ischio-caudal arises by a narrow tendon from the tuber ischii, and is attached 
to the haamapophyses of six or seven caudal vertebra). Internally, it lies 
against its fellow of the other side, the arms lying between them near their 
origins. Externally, both are covered by the femoro-caudal, which arises 
from the sides of the hcemapophyses of several vertebrie ; the thickest fibres 
arise from the vertebras nearest the sacrum ; these form a round thick mass. 
The insertion is very curious. The broad thin layer of fibres coming from 
the more distant vertebras unite to form a strong glistening tendon which 
passes under the ischio-caudal ligament to the inside of the upper end of 
the femur. About one-third of an inch from this insertion it gives off a 
very delicate long branch, which runs down the whole length of the femur 
in close proximity to tlie great ischiatic ;aerve, which it very closely 
resembles ; it traverses the popliteal space, and is insei^d into the back of 
the fibula. The long slender tendon helps to flex the leg upon the thigh, 
and acts also on the popliteal fascia. The other tendon would draw the leg 
backward or move the tail. Oiinther thinks it would also rotate the limb 
outwards ; but this perhaps is not the case, because the tendon at insertion 
so grasps the leg as (possibly) to neutralize any such effort. 
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M. iliaous (a musole so called by Otintber) arises from the whole of the 
ascending outer surface of the ilium, directly covers in the hip-joint, and is 
inserted by a broad fleshy band into the posterior and binder aspect of the 
' femur* Its origin is hidden by the long head of the extensor cruris, and is 
separated by the very strong fascia. This muscle resembles in position, 
origin, and insertion the glutsDUs in man. 

Quadratus femoris arises from the border and side of the tuber ischii, 
and is inserted into the digital fossa. It is a small muscle, about ono 
quarter the size of the obturator externus. Gemelli and pyriformis are 
represented by a small mass of muscle coming from the ventral surface and 
posterior edge of the vertical ilium, and inserted into the head of the femur 
just below the capsular ligament. 

Acetabulum, 

Length of cavity half as long again as the breadth; lower border 
straight, upper curved. Capsular ligament very strong, lined by synovial 
membrane. It embraces the edges of the acetabulum, and is especially 
thickened on the upper paii by a ligament corresponding to the ligamontum 
teres in man. This ligament is inseparable from the capsule; the latter is 
also specially thick anteriorly. The acetabulum faces directly outwards 
and slightly backwards* Acetabulum shallow, very shght lip, dislocation 
would easily occur but for tlie cartilage round the edge, the capsular 
ligament, and the muscles which lie in contact with and materially strengthen 
it. The obturator foramen is long and oval, filled by a membrane, which 
is pierced by the obturator nerves and vessels. 

Fascia. 

Fascia lata of the thigh is attached to the pelvic rim and superior 
external border of the ischium ; here it is strong and thick and covers the 
whole of the outer side of the thigh and ends in a broad aponeurosis which 
closely envelopes the knee joint. It receives the insertio]! of the tensor 
vaginffl femoris. The fascia is very intimately connected with the longhead 
of the extensor cruris, much resembling relationship between the human 
glutcBUS maximus and fascia lata. A very strong fascia closely binds the 
caudal muscles. 

The great ischiatic nerve passes out behind the ilium, gives off numerous 
branches and runs down the popliteal space, in the lower part of which it 
divides into several branches just prior to entering the sural muscles. It is 
covered in by the musculus agitator caudse, to which it supplies a branch. 

* Muscles of fore limits. 

The deltoid arises from the posterior portion and border of the cartila- 
ginous scapula and passes directly downwards to bo inserted into the middle 
of outer side of humerus, its tendinous portion passing between the triceps 
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mi coraoo-braohialis. The supra-spinatus, teres and infra^spinatas fom a 
broad mass arising from the scapula, and, still continuing a broad mass, pass 
over the shoulder joint to the outer and upper part of the humerus. 

The serratus magnus arises from the fourth and fifth ribs, and from the 
hasmapophyses passes forward to the posterior border of the cartilaginous 
and bony part of the scapula. The more numerous and powerful fibres are 
inserted into the bony portion. The subscapularis large thick muscle takes 
its origin from the inner surface of the bony and cartilaginous scapula and 
is inserted into the humerus. Ko rhomboidei (Gunther). The biceps 
brachii arises by one head from the scapula and humerus, by the other from 
the surface and margin of the cartilaginous coracoid ; opposite the shoulder 
it narrows into a thin tendon, and over this the tendon of the peotoralis* 
major plays freely ; becoming fleshy again it travels down the arm, its 
tendon of insertion piercing the flexor and extensor muscles of the fore-arm 
and reaching the ulna. The coraco-brachialis arises from the coracoid, and is 
inserted down tlie whole length of the humerus as far as the external 
condyle. A large flat muscle arises from tlie coracoid bone near its junction 
with the scapulflo and is inserted into the head of the humerus — epicoraco- 
humoral. In Jyxiana Mivart describes a similar muscle. The triceps arises 
by only two heads, one attached to tlie constricted part of the scapula, the 
other a long fleshy slip coracoid. They join, and forming one muscle are 
attached all down the posterior surface of the humerus and into the 
olecranon. 

Throat muscles, 

A broad strong shoot of fascia arising from the clavicle passes forward, 
covering in the under surface of the neck and becoming attached along the 
whole length of the inner surfaces of the mandibles, becoming much thinner 
near their junction, and is connected by loose cellular tissue with the deeper 
muscles. The mylo-hyoid is well developed ; it stretches from mandible to 
mandible. The sterno-cleido-mastoid arises fleshy from the whole of the 
clavicle, passes forwards and upwards to be inserted into the mastoid and 
parietals. It may easily be divided into several portions looking like 
distinct muscles. By two heads the omo-hyoid arises, one frrom the outer 
end of clavicle, the otlier from the inner. In Iguana this muscle arises by 
one broad head. It wends inwards to the mesial line and passes upwards 
to be inserted into the laryngeal cartilage. It is separated by cellular tissue 
from its fellow-muscle, and internally is closely connected with the trachea. 
It is probably what in man is distinguished as sterno-thyroid and omo- 
hyoid. The genio-hyoid is a small muscle inserted with its fellow into the 
mandibles near their junction. The stylo-hyoid arises from the mastoid 
and ends in a remarkably long tendon, which curves round the posterior 
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border of the jaw, lying in a groove in the cerato-mandibnlar, is closely held 
to the long hyoid horn, and is insortod beneath tlie orao- and stcrno-hyoid. 
The digastrious arises from the posterior border of the mastoid, slopes 
downwards and backwards to be inserted into the posterior angle of the 
mandiblct It hides the insertion of the sterno<cleido-mastoid and other 
cervical muscles. It is a very strong muscle opening the mouth. 

The skeleton has been so ably and so exhaustively described by Dr. 
Qunther, that any further description would be mere repetition. In a short 
paper at a future date, I hope to describe the arteries, nerves and brain. 
The hyoid bone with its cornua, attachments, and the light it throws on the 
origin of the human auditory ossicles has been fully described by Mivart 
and Huxley. 


Art. XXIX. — Disappearance of the Small Birds of Netv Zealand. 

By D. 0. Wilson. 

[Itead before the Auckland 22nd October ^ 1877 .] 

Amongst the many changes which pass almost unnoticed by the majority, 
one much to be deplored goes on around us daily, which promises to deprive 
our forests of one of their chief attractions. I allude to the destruction of 
its smaller feathered inhabitants, amongst which unfortunately are num- 
bered our singing birds. 

In detailing the cause of this destruction it may be well to give a short 
description of the birds which are disappearing, together with some idea of 
their habits, as also those of tlieir destroyer, the rat. This animal sails in 
ships all over the world, an unwelcome passenger, and makes its way ashore 
on every land. Its first proceeding is to kill and eat the aboriginal rat of 
the country, which it then takes possession of and colonizes. 

The coimtry from which this rat first sprung is supposed to be India or 
Persia. We are accustomed to call it the Norway rat, probably from the 
accidental circumstance of its coming first from that country to England ; 
but the Germans call it the ** wandering rat,'* and it is said to have made 
its appearance in different European countries almost at the same time. 

The native species was a small black animal, and much prized by the 
natives as an article of diet. Their method of capture was to construct a 
pit wider at the bottom than tlie top ; then skew some roasted liinau berries 
over the floor, and place a log to serve the rats as a ladder. After a night, 
or two, when the rats had got accustomed to being fed in this manner, the 
log was removed. The rats, unable to resist the savoury smell of their 
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favourite food, jumped boldly down. On seeking to return they were pre- 
vented by the overhanging sides of the pit, and in the morning the Maori 
hunter found them safely trapped. Those pits may still be seen on remote 
ranges ; they formed a fruitful subject for dispute ; and a common claim 
made by a native in the present Land Courts is, that his ancestors hunted 
rats over the part under discussion. 

But the Maori species seems to have been a vegetarian, and with him 
we have no more to do. Our rat on the oilier hand appears to have but 
little choice in the article of diet, eating indiscriminately berries and fruit, 
fish, flesh, oflal, and carrion ; eggs thoy have a special predilection for, and 
some amusing stories are related of their clover theft and adroit removal of 
these delicacies, under circumstances of unusual difficulty. 

They are export climbers, and any old bushman must have witnessed 
the celerity with which thoy run along a small twig or supplejack ; in fact, 
they appear quite as much at home amongst the tree-tops as in the sewers 
of London or Paris. In the bush their numbers are prodigious ; and if a 
party remain at a camp long, they become very bold and troublesome, 
causing sometimes thoughts of being eaten alive by them, which fate is said 
to have actually overtaken men in the sewers of Paris. With those tistes, 
then, coupled with their enterprising disxiosition and ferocious habits, it can 
be readily imagined how, after the slaughter of tlioir Maori brethren, they 
should direct their attention to robbing birds* nests and eating the young. 

After thus noticing the rats we now come to the birds, which have 
suffered most from tlioir ravages ; and it is a signifleant circumstance that, 
while some birds below a certain size have almost entirely disappeared, 
the larger ones seem to remain as plentiful as ever ; and those of middle 
size, such as the* kokako and tui, although diminished in number, still 
continue to enliven the forests with their song. This fact points to a 
defence of their nests, made by the larger birds with success, but doubtful 
in the case of the middle-sized ones, and depending on the boldness of the 
rat ; while it would be almost hopeless in the case of the smaller ones. 

Amongst the birds which are becoming scarce, the first we shall notice 
is tlie kokako, a brown bii*d somewhat larger than a tui, with a bluish 
tinge about the head and throat ; it has a long-drawn note, somewhat nasal, 
but very melodious withal, and which harmonized well with a full chorus of 
birds ; hut this is now seldom heard. 

The appearance of the tui must be so familiar to all as to need no 
further notice than a simple mention of the fact, that their numbers are 
sadly thinned within the last twenty years. 

Amongst the birds which have altogether disappeared, we must include 
the beU-bird (korimako) and robin (pitoitoi). The former seemed to be 
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the first victims, and their disappearance dates some fifteen years back, 
since which time it has been a rare sight indeed to see one ; this loss is 
much to be regretted, as the boll-bird was by far the best songster of the 
New Zealand forests. 

The robin was a small brown bird of peculiarly gentle aspect and 
tome disposition, resembling in fact his English namesake in everything 
except colour. The disappearance of these birds began nearly about the 
same time as the bell-bird, and now the rising generation will scarcely 
ever have seen a single individual of the species. 

It is somewhat singular, however, that while these and other birds have 
become extinct in this part of the island, some of the smaller kinds have 
suffered apparently but very little diminution ; and with a reference to 
these wo will conclude the chapter. 

Most notable amongst the survivors are the fan-tail or fly-catcher, and 
the rh’oriro. No other bird forces itself so much on the attention of 
the dweller in the bush as the fan-tail. TJicy haunt about a camp and 
find an easy subsistence on the flies which there congregate, darting 
about with outspread tail in pursuit of their prey, and giving vent to their 
feelings in a sharp, petulant note. 

On resuming the occupation of an old wliare at times, some of these 
little creatures will pay an early visit to those whom they evidently look 
upon as old friends and benefactors, and on such occasions they will plainly 
testify their satisfaction at a renewal of the intimacy. 

The riroriro, which corresj^onds to the old country wren, is a small 
gi’ey bird of unpretending appearance, but, like many unassuming indivi- 
duals of our own species, they belie their looks, possessing a more than 
usual share of sagacity and instinct. Their nest is shaped like a pear, wdth 
a door in the side sheltered by a small veranda-like projection, and tlie 
natives aver that this nest is built so that the door is always turned in tho 
direction opposite to the prevailing wind of that year. Finding a nest then 
in the spring, with the hole faced to the north, a season of southerly winds 
and consequent fine weather may bo predicted, and rue versa. 

It is said that the severity of a wunter in North America may be 
predicted by the quantity of nuts found in tho hoard of a squirrel, and 
similar instances of prophetic sagacity might be multiplied ; in fact, instinct 
taken by itself is utterly beyond our comprehension, and cannot bo 
accounted for by any effort of human reason. There is no doubt, however, 
that the bird is weather-wise beyond the common, and a well-known Maori 
song alludes to it thus ; — “ Tho rii*oriro sings, it is a sign of the approaching 
summer.** This peculiaaity I can vouch for myself ; on many occasions my 
attention was drawn by the continued singing of these birds, and it w'os 
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always followed either by spring or else a long continuance of fine weather. 

It ia poaaihic that the fiict of those birds* nests being hung to sprays so 
slender that they will not boar the weight of oven a rat, may account for their 
survival, but certain it is they have suffered very little. Whether the spread 
of cats will affect the birds or l ats most remains to be seen ; but judging 
from the chaiige produced in this neighbourhood, it would appear that the 
rats suffer severely from their natural enemies, and whereas they swarm in 
thousands throughout some parts of the bush, in other localities food may 
be left for weeks and remain untouched. This phenomenon has only been 
noticeable of late years, and points to the establislimont of oats at different 
parts of the forest. 

Before concluding this paper I would briefly notice the action of the 
Acclimatization Society in introducing useful birds, and it seems hard that 
a body of men who spend so much time in trying to benefit their country, 
should be hold up to tlie execration of their fellow-colonists. The circum- 
stances iu which country settlers arc placed must bo allowed, however, to 
ho very peculiar, and the irascible tone of the sufferers whose letters may 
be seen weekly is caused by tlie following facts, — the sparrows and yellow- 
hammers which are now devastating the young grain crops, etc, have not 
yet become accustomed to tlio country, nor has the habit of feeding on grain 
which tliey learnt on the passage out left them ; it may even be handed down 
from the parent birds to their young. 

Again, grain-producing farmers here are few, scarcely more than one 
out of six, and those unlucky wights perhaps live in isolated spots, sur- 
rounded by large wastes or foi'ests, where their feathered enemies breed 
nnmolosted, the birds are not evenly spread over the country, but moving 
about in W'aves, and always most numorous on their front. A single fanner 
may thus have to food a number of birds which in the old country would 
have been distiibuted amongst a hundred, and their ravages scarcely felt. 
I am, however, confident that like thistles, blight, and many another scare, 
this of the birds will pass away also, and much good result from their 
introduction ; caterpillars and other insects have caused more loss than can 
ever be inflicted by birds, so let us hope tlmt settlers will look past the little 
inconveniences of the present. 
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Abt, XXX.— On two new Fishes. By F. E. Clarkb. 

Plate. VI. 

[Read before the Westland Institute, 12th December*, 1877.] 

Before proceeding with the descriptions of the new species of fishes I have 
the honour to bring under your notice this evening, a few remarks may not 
be out of place. 

Situated as wo are on such a comparatively barren and exposed coast- 
line, many perhaps will be astonished to hear that the opportunities for 
collecting the rarities of pelagic life ore much more frequent than might 
be expected. Our exposed position at once accounts for this ; as a gale or 
strong wind from almost any of the western points of the compass sends 
home a heavy sea to our beaches, and, in all such cases, although a “heavy 
blow” to some of the beach residents, affords delight to the collector; thus 
again proving the old adage, “ *Tis an ill wind that blows nobody any 
good.” 

The fish I purpose first describing belongs to a genus exceedingly rare, 
and up to the present has been found (after violent stoi ms) in a few isolated 
situations in the Mediterranean and Atlantic only. The number of species 
(inclusive of our own) is five, and the individuals met with might almost be 
numbered on our fingers. More common genera of tlie family to which 
they belong, such as Scopelus, Maurolkm, and Gonosloma, and with them 
Cyitus abhreviatm. Hector,* — a fish the typical specimen of which was dredged 
up during the “ Challenger” expedition off the coast of New Zealand from 
the great depth of 400 fathoms — are cast up on our coast more or less by 
every gale which sends a south west sea home. And here let me digress, 
and perhaps infringe on one of Captain Turnbull’s specialities, “ the cur- 
rents.” The continuous set of current from south-west up the coast has 
not been as prevalent lately as fouy or five years back. Then the occurrence 
of the purely pelagic fishes — Crustaceans and Hydrozoa — was much more 
frequent. Of late years the direction of wind has averaged more noi*th 
round by east, than south round by west, Uius retarding the “set,” and 
driving any waifs and strays on surface ciurents from the coast. Only at 
intervals has the “set” regained its former constancy with strong south-* 
westers, and we have again our casual fiotsam. 

The fish secondly described forms a now genus in the family of Podiculati 
and is truly “ a king among kings ” in a class of fishes containing some of 
the most grotesque forms in nature. The probable use of the tentacular 
appendage as an attractive lure, is beyond conjecture, as the habits of an 

• <« Trans. N.Z. last.,** VII., p. 247, and IX, p. 4G5. 
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allied fish (the angler), which is supplied with a far less complicated attach* 
meut, have been closely studied and proved it to be “ a fish which angles for 
fish,” with a natural rod, line, and bait, and with certainly as deadly a 
creel” as any human disciple of Isaac Walton might have to which to 
relegate its captives. 

I take this opportunity, too, of acknowledging with thanks the kindness 
of Mr. Appel, V.S., of this town, to whom this last fish was sent by its 
collector, and who has kindly allowed me to figure and describe it. 

AROVROPELECU3 INTERMBDIUS, sp. nov. 

D. 1-7 ; P. 7 ; V. 6, single ; A. 7; C. 24. 

The height of the body equals length, and is less than the distance 
between gill-covers and root of caudal ; the length of head is contained 
three times in distance from end of chin to root of caudal ; tail very slender ; 
abrupt termination of body midway between tip of snout and end of caudal 
fin (expanded) ; osseous dorsal plate with one double and four (last very 
minute) spinous processes imbedded in its substance ; pectoral fin barely 
reaches to ventral ; orbit of eye oblong, pupil on summit ; eyes approach 
very close together on top of head; posterior margin of prteoperculum 
almost borders hind part of orbit, descends in straight lino and terminates 
in a double spine, the superior curving upwards, inferior continuing in 
direction followed by margin ; prominent spine at posterior corner of 
mandibles ; spine on chin, pointing directly forwards ; spine over temporals ; 
spine on throat, before commencement of serrature ; serrature teiminates 
in double pubic spine, the inferior portion of which is curved and barbed, 
presenting a very formidable armature though on so small a scale ; no 
appearance of adipose fin ; commencement of soft dorsal fin midway 
between snout and end of tail ; pectoral and caudal fins well developed ; one 
ventral fin only, placed in median line of body above pubic spine ; four 
luminous spots on lower side of tail before commencement of caudal fin ; 
six over and partly behind anal fin, and three immediately in front of same, 
all suiTOundcd with black skin ; long luminous streak on lower abrupt 
termination of body above pubic siuuo ; along lower sides of body a superior 
row of spots, ten in number, to base of pectoral fin, and an inferior series, 
thirteen in number, terminating in vertical with posterior limb of pr»oper- 
culum, each spot in the above two rows being in intervals between ribs, which 
are veiy prominent, giving a striate appearance to body ; under margin of gill- 
covers, and on throat before pectorals, a series of four spots ; single series 
of recurved conical teeth, minute at angles of gape on upper jaw, large 
towards centre of upper and lower jaws ; tongue thick and fieshy ; sides of 
body, cheeks and throat covered with silvery pigment ; back, top of bead, 
and tail bare ; back dark-purplish brown ; tail flesh-coloured with dark 
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mottled band above, and a series of luminous spots before caudal and over 
anal fins ; eyes, iris dark blue, pupil block; fins almost immaculate. 


looheg. 

Total length . • . . • • • • 1*22 

Total depth .. 0*60 

Length of body 0*60 

Longest diameter of eye 0*14 

Shortest do. do 0*10 

Length of head 0*84 


Distance from posterior margin of gill-covers to end of tail. . 0*70 

Specimen was collooted on beach, Hokitika, 26tli October, ISTT, after 
heavy gales ; other fishes obtainotl at same time belonged to genera Cyttns^ 
Maurolicust Gonostomus and Scopelus, and a pelagic crustacean, Phronima 
novm-zealandi(B.'' 

Family, Pediculati, 

Nov. genus, MQCEomcw£aYa. 

Head and body excessively large, broad, and depressed ; tail very short ; 
moutli exceedingly wide and vertical ; supra-orbital bones produced into 
heavy ridges, divergent j) 08 teriorly, covered with the common skin and 
terminating in a small strong spine directed upwards ; between ridges a 
deep groove in which is situated over head a compound appendage capable 
of movement in an almost universal manner and with a thick, pear-shaped, 
muscular base, bony shaft, surmounted with a semisphorical capsular gland, 
from the back and upper margin of which arise one simple, one double- 
branclied and two compound-branched fleshy tentacles, terminating at free 
ends of branches in white shining vermiform tips ; the front of the capsular 
gland is covered with a silvery or nacreous integument with aperture in 
centre connected with interior and surrounded with a black ring ; body and 
tail armed with broad-based conical spines ending in fine points ; one shoii; 
dorsal and sliort anal each terminating close to caudal and placed far back ; 
pectorals small and but imperfectly pediculated ; teeth in both jaws very 
numerous, in various rows, and of unequal lengths, they are slightly 
recurved, flat, sharp-pointed witli cutting edges, moving freely in socket 
when pressed in dii*cction of interior of mouth but perfectly rigid in opposite 
direction ; the teeth in pharynx short and recurved, and in clusters on 
branchiostcgals ; gill openings in axilla and partly on under surface of body. 

Habitat — Seas of New Zealand. 

JEGOBONICHTHYS APPELII, sp. nov. 

D. 5 ; P. 17 ; A. 4 ; C. B. 

Spines more numerous on ventral suiface than on sides or back ; inside 
the mouth at the back of the teeth (upper and lower jaws) is a black tough 
fleshy flap extending from one side to the other ; tongue immensely broad, 
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thick, and fleshy; cavity .of mouth enormous; the intestine must be very 
short and digestion capable of being carried on within the mouth itself, as 
on opening same the cavity seems almost to extend to anus ; skin slimy 
and soft ; fins and fin-rays thick and fleshy ; eyes very smaU, covered with 
the common skin; nostrils small tubular; cheeks solid. 


Inches. 

Total length .. 12*5 

Greatest breadth (immediately before pectorals) . . • . 6*7 

Width of mouth ./ .. .. 4*5 

Diameter of eye . . . . 0*27 

Height of dorsal 2*0 

Length „ 2*3 

Height of anal . . . • 1*5 

Length „ 1*5 

„ of pectoral 1*2 

caudal 2*2 

Bony shaft of compound appendage and outside of capsular gland covered 

with minute striate-based spines ; chin solid, sriuare, and projecting. 

Inches. 

Height of shaft of appendage • « . . . . . . . . 2*0 

Dlamotor of capsular gland • . • • 0*4 

Length of longest tentacle 3*0 


Ground colour greyisli, mottled with light and splashed with dark brown ; 
appendage brown, mottled with darker, tentacles dark brown with white 
tips. Eye, iris grey, pupil black. Fins greyish. 


Akt. XXXI. — yotf*s on Itegalocus pacificus, a new Species of Ribbon Fish 
from (he New Zealand Seas, By Julius von Haast, Ph.D., F.B.S. 

Plate VII. 

[Head before the Philosophical Institute of Canterbury, 15th December, 1876.] 

Mbs. George Oram, of New Brighton, kindly informed me on the evening of 
May the 7th of this year (1B70), that in the morning of that day a gigantic 
frost-fish had been found on the beach near the hotel,' to which it had been 
brought, and that she would be very glad if I would come and inspect it. 
The next morning I proceeded there, and found the specimen in question, 
with a few minor exceptions, in a splendid state of preservation ; and as 
that lady has kindly presented it to tlie Museum, I am not only able to offer 
a description of this remarkable fish, but my friend Dr. L. Powell, F.L.S., 
has also prepared a careful drawing, and offers in an appendix a few 
remarks on its anatomy and on the results of a microscopical examination 
of its so-called scales. 
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On measurement I found this beautiful fish to be 12 feet 5 inches long, 
having an average breadth of 18*6 inches and a thickness of 8*5 inches. 
The whole skin is covered with a coating looking as if it consisted of frosted 
silver, and which adheres to the fingers very easily. The brilliancy of tins 
silvery appearance is still more prominently brought out by numerous 
tubercles which stand above the skin, and by a number of irregular black 
lines and spots in the anterior portion of tlie body. 

If we add to this the fine metallic iridescence of the head, which 
possesses at the same time a crest of bright red spines on the top, it is not - 
too much to say that the form and colouring of this species make it the 
most beautiful fish ever obtaiued on the coasts of New Zealand. 

The capture of these greatly compressed, sword-like, deep-sea fishes 
occurring at such long intervals, and of which so little is known, has 
always excited the curiosity of the public and the deep interest of the 
naturalist ; and cases when specimens of this genus were secured in 
England and on the continent of Europe were generally noted in the 
publications of the day. 

On examining the literature dealing with this genus, I find that this 
specimen is now to science, and I therefore propose to describe it here 
under the specific name of Renahcm pacijicus. It is very different from the 
RegaheuB described by Mr. W. T. L. Travers, which towards the middle of 
October, 1860, was stranded on the beach near the entrance of Nelson 
harbour, as ** from the lower lip of that specimen depended a largo number 
of rigid slender barbules about sixteen inches long and of a brilliant red 
colour.’”^' 

The description given in that standard work proves that very little is 
known of these occasional visitors from the deej) seas, as there are six 
species enumerated, of which most have been described from single and 
generally mutilated specimens only. 

REGALECUS PACIFICUS, Haast. 

B. 6 D. 9 P. 12 

sunr 

The length of the head is 7*76 inches, and height behind the eye 6*75 
inches, consequently the longtli of the head is one-nineteenth of the total. 


The height of the body is — 

2 feet from snout 18*26 inohoB 

8 „ 9 inoheB from snout . . 18*76 „ 

4 „ 11 ♦, n M at anus 18*26 „ 

after which it tapers gradually to the tail, 

8 feet from tail 9*60 „ 

Ifi I, •• •« •• •• 0*26 ,, 


* Qttnther’fl Catalogue of Acanthopteryglan Fishes, Brit. Mua., HI., 807. 
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Coiisoquontly tho groatost height of the body to the length is nearly one 
eleventh. The greatest thickness of the body along tho lino of the vertebrw, 
8 feet C inches from the snout, is 8’6 inches, gradually it increases to 
4 inches at 4 foot 2 inches from tho snout, a thickness it sustains for 4 feet 
more, after which it gi’adually diminishes till 3 feet 6 inches from the tail 
it has dwindled to 2-25 inches. The ventral edge of the body is broader 
than the dorsal one. Colour generally silvery, with a tinge of lavender. 
When tho fine silvery coating is still attached, the tuberculated bands look 
lighter than those on which the tubercles are very miniito. On the other 
hand, when this coating is rubbed off alike, tho smooth bands look the 
lightest. In the latter case tho tuberculated bands appear steel- coloured, 
on which the tubercles stand prominently with a silvery white lustre. On 
both sides are a number of blackish irregular stripes and blots, mostly 
elongate in tho anterior portion, gradually decreasing and ceasing near the 
anus. The whole skin is also covered with dark rings, mostly of a round 
form, inclosing a lighter space. They are generally 1’5 inch in diameter 
and stand about one inch from each other. 

Snout truncated with a very protractile upper jaw and a vertical cleft 
of tho mouth. No tooth. Tlie eye, which has a somewhat oval form, tho 
largest diameter being in the horizontal direction, is 1*25 inch broad, or a 
little more than i of tlie length of the head. The horizontal diameter of 
tho pupil is *52 inch. The tlirce operculums, the supra- orbital, suborbital, 
and prefrontal, as well as the remarkable maxillary hones, possess a 
radiated structure on their surface, Avhich is covered with a very thin skin, 
breaking with the least toucli. 

The frontal and nasal bones are smooth and covered with skin of a dark 
steel colour, showing tho same iridescence as the former. 

Tho chocks, the supra- scapular and temporal bones are covered with 
tuberculated skm which has also the same dark bluish colour as the rest of 
the head. 

The dorsal fin consists of two portions, of which tho first nine spines 
form a crest. These spines enlarge at their termination to a lobe, as 
shown by tho two only perfect ones when the fish was obtained ; they cover 
a space of 2*5 inches. Tho first of these spines is broken off at 8 inches 
from tho base ; it is tho stoutest of tho whole^ series. 

No. 2 is considerably tliinner and 7 inches long. It is one of the 
complete ones. Tho next three spines (8, 4, and 5) wore all broken oflf at 
4 to 6 inches and were nearly as thick as tho first. From hero they get 
thinner, the thickness of the seventh having only tho thickness of the 
second. This spine which is entire, 18 7*75 inches long, and has, like the 
second, a lobe at its termination. The eighth is still thinner and broken 
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off one inch from its base, and there is only a fragment of the ninth, which 
is not thicker than one of tlie rays of the dorsal fin proper. All of these 
spines which have minute hooks directed upwards on their anterior and 
posterior edges are united with each other by a small membrane about *46 
inch high. They had, like the two ventral rays, a red colour, very bright 
in their upper portion when the fish was first obtained, which, however, 
gradually faded to a dull light pink. 

A quarter of an inch behind tlie last spine the dorsal fin proper begins, 
consisting of a great number of slender rays, which do not project beyond 
the margin of the thin membrane by which they are united. These rays 
stand at a distance of three-quarters of an inch from each other. At the 
beginning they are about one inch high, gradually increasing in length, till 
about one foot from the beginning of this dorsal fin they stand 2*5 inches 
high, continuing so to within 8 feet from the end of the tail ; they after this 
gradually get smaller, till 6*6 inches from the end of the tail, they cease 
altogether. Hero at tJie termination the last four rays stand not only above 
the membrane, but they are also thicker than all the preceding ones. The 
pectoral fin is one inch broad at the base ; 2*5 inches high along the first* 
ray. It also had a reddish hue, but not so bright as the crest and the 
ventral rays. 

In a straight line below the hind edgo of the pectoral fin stands a single 
strong ventral ray on both sides, of which, however, only 8 inches are 
preserved, the rest being broken off. 

I was informed by the finder that it had been at least 16 inches long, 
but he did not observe any enlargement at the termination, I believe that, 
when the fish was first seen, the anterior portion of this remarkable 
ventral ray with the lobe had been already broken off duiiiig the efforts the 
fish made to regain the sea. 

Tail without any caudal fin, being formed by a number of spines, getting 
gradually thinner and tending to a point. 

Anal vent 4 feet 1 inch behind the ventral spines. 

The lateral lino is formed by a number of elongated smooth scales, which 
lie in a groove. It starts from the posterior end of the supraorbital, 
gradually descending, so tliat at the anus it is situated only 8*5 inches 
above it. Four longitudinal ridges which are cut off obliquely by the lateral 
line extend along the whole length of the body, they arc covered with small 
round tubercles and are about three-quarters of an inch broad, the space 
between them having nearly the same breadth. This space is also covered 
with tubercles, which, however, arc very minute. Below the latter the 
intermuscular septa are situated. The skin below the lateral line is almost 
smooth for about an inch, after which the tubercles appear again, getting 

rl 
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giaduaUy more numerous and larger, till we reach the ventral linei where 
they bocomo very large and well raised, possessing in the posterior half a 
small hook turned backwards. 

PosTscBiPT, 22nd December, 1877. — The following account taken from a 
New Zealand newspaper about the middle of July, 1877, shows that another 
specimen of Regalecua Las been washed ashore on the west coast of this 
island. From the short description in that paragraph it appears that the 
fish in question is either a specimen of Regalecns pacificui^ or at least belongs 
to a nearly allied species, the main difference being that the first portion of 
the dorsal fin in the west coast specimen has ton spines instead of nine as 
in tlie former. It is also interesting to observe that each of the two strong 
ventral rays was two feet long, but no data are given from which we can 
conclude that they were intact : — ‘‘ An extraordinary fish was picked up on 
the Little Waimangaroa beach, Karamea District, by Mr. Alexander 
McDonald, on Tuesday last, of which the following description is furnished 
by the Westport Times : — Length, 14 feet 4 inches ; girth, 2 feet 7 inches ; 
one dorsal fin extending from head to tail ; from the top of the head tliere 
^xtended ten foolers, each one foot in length, and two similar appendages, 
about two feet in length, grew underneath the jaw, resembing in appearance 
the feelers of a lobster ; on each side of the head there was one small fin, 
and the gills of the fish resemble those of a turbot ; the body was of a 
bright silvery hue and covered with fine scales, the shape of the body being 
more flat than round; the eyes resembled those of a cod-fish. When 
found it had only recently been stranded, as it was not quite dead. This is 
probably some large species of frost-fish.” 


Abt. XXXII. — On the ILaUu of the New Zealand Grayling, 

‘ By J. Butland, 

[Read before the Otago Institute, 5th June, 1877.] 

Heabing tliat very little is positively known of the habits of the Now Zealand 
grayling, I have collected information from various quarters, which, together 
with the results of my own observations, I now communicate. 

My attention was first directed to the grayling in 1858. Being then 
resident in the Waimea (Nelson) I was informed that during the winter 
months large numbers of tliese fish came into a small brook which ran close 
to my house. This brook, about thirty feet wide, after draining part of the 
flat bush land of Waimea ^outh, emptied itself into the Waiti, a tributary 
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of the Waimea river. Except where it passed through large swamps in 
the bush it consisted of a series of deep pools and shallow rapids, and was 
everjrwhere overshadowed either by the forest trees or with flax and Veronica 
bushes. In Juno I saw tlie first grayling; they came in shoals, evidently 
intent on making up stream, — a mixed lot of fish, the smallest from six to 
seven inches, the largest about twelve inches in length. A mill-dam a little 
higher up than where I lived prevented their progress for some days, and 
gave me an opportunity of capturing a great many. 

I noticed that both the large and small fish contained roe, and that they 
had a peculiar habit of congregating in the deep water, packing themselves 
dose together near the bottom. When disturbed they scattered, but in a 
few minutes again collected on the exact spot from whence they had moved. 
In July or August I saw a few straggling fish, apparently making down 
stream, but I failed to get any at that time. 

On two occasions during autumn I saw grayling in the larger rivers of 
the Waimea, once in the Waiti near its junction with the Waimea, and 
once in an overflow of the latter about two miles from the sea. On both 
occasions the fish were in shoals, but swimming apart, not huddled together 
as in the brook. 

Now turning to the Wairau river (Marlborough), which is in every way 
similar to the Waimea river, excejit in bchig larger and diaining a much 
loss wooded country, I find the grayling hero with precisely the same 
habits. From tlie Onoinorutu, a small bush tributary, where, during the 
winter months cart-loads of those fish were formerly taken, I have collected 
information. The appearing and disappearing at the same time of year, 
the crowding together at the bottom of deep shady jm^oIs, and tlie bulk of 
the fish being full of roe, correspond with my own observatiojis in the 
Waimea. From this I think we may safely conclude that in this portion 
of the island the grayling during the winter leaves the large open rivers 
and enters the small sheltered streams for the purpose of spawning. But 
from whence do they come to reach those streams ? f'rom the sea or the 
upper waters of the largo rivers ? From the Maitai river (Nelson) I have 
collected information which I think may answer the question. 

Mr. G. Smith, who resides on the banks of that stream five miles out 
of Nelson infonns me that the grayling make their appeai'ance in Pebruai-y, 
always coming up the river in shoals. They remain till the middle or end 
of winter and then entirely disappear. During the last three years they 
have become very scarce, which he attributes to the introduction of the 
trout. Mr. Norgrove, who formerly resided in Nelson, thus writes, — ** I 
have taken the grayling in the Maitai, just where the tide breaks into the 
fresh water, in largo quantities, and as much as four miles higher up, always 
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in shoals. About the month of March they go up to spawn. I have fished 
at the mouth of the same river at all seasoxis in the salt water and caught 
lots of so-called herrings, which are, I believe, a kind of mullet, but never 
caught a single grayling at any time. They remain about a month, and 
thexi not one to bo soon higher or lower.** 

Notwitlistanding this negalivo evidence obtained from Mr. Norgrove, lam 
®till inclined to think that the grayling does resort to the sea. Wlien I 
consider tlie small size and nature of the Maitai river, I cannot otherwise 
account for their disappearance during a portion of the year. From its source 
in Landtrap G ally to its mouth is a straight line for from seven to eight miles, 
running over a rocky floor the greater portion of that distance. How could 
immense numbers of fish such as were formerly found conceal themselves, 
and again, where are the small fish ? No one seems ever to have seen 
grayling less tlian six inches in length, nor have the large fish been seen 
except in shoals. 

From a still smaller stream, the Waitohi, in Picton, where grayling 
have been taken, T endeavoured to j)rocure information, but could not get 
such as I could rely on. It is impossible to observe their habits in the 
large rivers, such as the Wairuu, Pelorua, or Waimoa, owing to their rising 
amongst inaccessible mountains, but wherever they have been seen it has 
been in shoals always making uj) stream. 

The sea-mullct ascends the Pelorus river during very warm weather, 
five or six miles above the tide-way. On one occasion in the autumn in 
a net set for them I caught some grayling which seemed to have been 
swimming along with the mullet. In this river they do not enter any of 
the small back streams but confine themselves to the Rai Valley branch 
and the main stream. Tins may be owing to the river being surrounded 
with bush from its mouth to its source. They can therefore find shelter 
wherever they go. 

« Such is the information I am able to furnish. It leaves the question, 
Is the grayling a fresh-wator fish ? unanswered, but it may assist in throw- 
ing some light on their habits. 

Abt. XXXIII. — Supplementary Descriptmi of Species or Varieties of Chryso- 
phani (Lepidoptera rhopalooera) inhahitiny New Zealand, 

By R. W. Ferxday, C.M.E.S.L. 

Plate VIII. 

\fiead before the Philotophical Institute of Canterbury ^ 2nd August^ 1877.] 

In the last volomo of our Transactions ** will be foimd some ** Brief 
observations on the genus Cht'ysophanuSf as represenjtcd in New Zealand,*’ 

• “ Tran». N.Z. Inst.,’’ IX, 460. 
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indicating certain characters and circumstances which appeared to afford 
reasonable ground for treating several of the New Zealand forms of Chri/so» 
phani as distinct species or varieties. 

Not having had time to complete the coloured drawings intended to 
illustrate the several forms, I promised to prepare such drawings and to 
give a full description in a future paper, and I now fulfil that promise. 

The several letters— A, B, C, 1), E, F and G — used in my former paper 
to indicate the different forms, will be now used to indicate the like. 

ChRYSOPHANUS SALtTSTIUS, Fuh, 

B. Male : Primaiies , — Broad ; costa slightly rounded towards the apex 
and considerably so at the base ; hind margin uniformly convex. 

Upper side, — Fulgid golden-copper, dusky at the base ; the dusky shade 
not extending to the discoidal dots ; two black dots before the middle, the 
one being in the discoidal coll and the other between the medial and anal 
nervures ; a black quadrate patch on the false nervure closing the discoidal 
cell ; beyond the middle and midway between the quadrate patch and the 
Bubmarginal band, a curved and rather narrow black band disrupted by the 
intersection of tlie nervures ; a submarginal black macular band, the 
macul 80 more or loss confluent; hind margin bordered with black; the 
border and submarginal band contiguous towards the anal angle, and con- 
fluent towards the apex where they expand and form a broad tennination 
on the costa ; nervures slightly bordered and in some individuals slightly 
irrorated with black ; cilia pale fulvous. 

Under side , — Luteous ; the base, costa, hind margin, and apex, i)ale dull 
yellow blending with the luteous ; the discoidal black dots and quadrate 
patch as on the upper side, the latter formed of two confluent spots, the 
first band beyond the patch represented by seven (occasionally eight) 
roundish black spots, and the spot between the externo-medial and sub- 
externo-mediol nervures being (in some individuals) blotched outwardly, 
and the two between the suboxterno-medial and anal nervures being 
didymous ; tlie maculse of the submarginal band diminish in size from the 
anal angle towards the apex where they become obsolete; cilia pinkish- 
orange. 

Secondaries : Upper side. — Fulgid golden -copper, dusky at the base and 
inner margin ; a dusky dot in the discoidal coll towards the base ; a black 
patch closing the discoidal cell, midway between which and the submarginal 
band is a rather narrow irregular ciu’ved black macular band ; the macula) 
of the latter band sagittate ; hind margin bordered with black, the black 
border and submarginal band being confluent towards the anterior margin ; 
cilia pale fulvous. 



254 


TransacHoM. — JSootogy. 


Under side , — Saffron or oadmium-yellow ; the macnhe of the upper side 
being repeated, but very obscure ; cilia pinkish-orange. 

A. Female . — Similar to the male, except that on the upper side of the 
wings the nervuros are more irrorated with black, the basal shade extending 
to the discoidal dots, the dark bands broader (the sub-marginal bands 
especially so), and the maculie thereof more united, the maculae of the 
sub-marginal band having pale-violet lunular pupils very distinct on the 
secondary and less bo on the primary wing, the lunules becoming obsolete as 
they approach the costa of the primary wing. In some individuals the 
violet lunules are more or loss obsolete or entirely absent. 

The figures B and A respectively represent the upper side of the male 
and tlio upper side of the female — B representing the body and right wings 
of the male, and A the left wings of tlie female. Figure 2 represents the 
under side. 

Expanse of wings — 1 inch 2 lines. 

Hab. Now Zealand. 

Time of ijppearance : December to March. 

Frequents grassy places, particularly sunny banks; seems to be 
distributed over most parts of the Soutli Islojid, for I liave mot with it in 
all localities I have visited. I cannot say with certainty if it is found in 
tlio North Island. Mr, Butler, of the British Museum, informs me that the 
female was described by Fabricius as salmiiuif, and by Doubleday as edna^ 
and consequently the Fabrician name sahiMim^ being tlio earlier, will 
take precedence. Neither Fabricius nor ^^oubleday mention the violet 
pupils of the macula) of the sub-marginal band; but possibly the pupils 
were absent in the specimens they described, for some individuals in my 
possession have the pupils nearly obsolete. 

There is an error in the printing of my former paper,* which materially 
lessens the force of the passage. The word cojmld should be in the place of 
company.” 

C. MAUI, Fereday, 

0. Male . — I can add but little to what I have written in my former 
paper as to the distinctive characters of this form, but that the secondary 
wings are more produced and angular at the anal angle than in any of the 
otlier forms, with the exception perhaps of form E (male), the secondaries 
of which have nearly the same angle ; the maculce of the sub-marginal 
band arc more separated than in the other forms, the two between tlie sub- 
extern o-medial and subinterno-medial nervures of the primaries and the 
three nearest the anal angle of the secondary wings being very conspicuous 
and somewhat rounded, the others being more or less obsolete in different 
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individuals. . In some individuals the macules of the band beyond the 
middle on the upper side of the primary wings are obsolete, the under side 
of the wings of some examples is nearly similar in colour to the under side 
of the wings of C. aaluatiusy but in general the yellow is moro sordid and 
the markings of the secondaries more distinct (as shown on PL VIII, 
fig. 1). 

Fig. 0. represents the upper side of the male and hg. 1 the under side 
The female I have not yet seen, the few specimens taken by me having boon 
all males. 

Exp. — 1 inch 8 lines. 

Hab. Wellington and Hawke Bay. 

Time of appearance : February (and probably in spring). 

Taken flying in open clearing in bush. 

C. PERKDAYI, Bates, 

D. Male and Female, — Mr. Bates* description,* and the observations in 
my previous paper, sufhciently indicate the distinctive characters of this 
form. Fig. D. represents the upper side of the male and fig. B the under- 
side. 

Exp. — 1 inch 8 linos. 

Hab, Mount Torlosso Station and Kaiapoi, Canterbury. 

Time of appearance ; December to March. 

C. BAUPARAUA, n, sp, 

E. Male, — The following may bo added to the description contained in 
my former paper ; — 

Primaries, — Narrower than in any of tho other forms; costa very 
slightly concave beyond the middle, rounded towards the tip and abruptly 
so at the base. Hind margin much more oblique than in any of the other 
forms, and slightly concave near the anal angle. 

Upper aide . — Fulgid copper, but not so bright and glistening as C. 
aahiatiiiaor C, maid; dusky at the base; tho discoidal dots, quadrate patch, 
and bands black ; bands narrow and macula) small, but not so much so as 
in C. maui; the sub-marginal band very broad towards the costa, and, 
conjoined with the border of the hind margin forms a broad dark tip ; 
nervures black, and more narrow than in the other forms; cilia dark 
fulvous. 

Underside. — Disc luteous, the base and along the costa fuscous, and also 
a fuscous border on the hind margin ; very broad at the apex, and narrow 
towards the anal angle; the discoidal ^ots, quadrate patch, and sub- 
marginal band represented as in the other forms, but the macuhe less 
rounded ; cilia pinkish-brown. 


• “But. Mo. Mftg.,” IV., 58. 
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Secondaries. — Anal angle rectangular. 

Upper side. — Same colour as upper side of primaries ; dark markings, 
similar to those of form B., but loss distinct, and the dark border and 
sub-marginal band not confluent towards the anterior margin ; cilia dark 
fulyous. 

Under side. — Fuscous ; the markings of the upper side repeated, but very 
indistinct ; each macula of the sub-marginal band bears a pale limule, and 
has also a pale outward margin ; cilia pinkish-brown. 

Fig. E. represents the upper side of the male and fig. 4 the under side. 

Exp. — 1 inch 8*5 linos. 

Hah. Kaiapoi Bush, Canterbury. 

Time of appearance : December and January. 

I discovered this form at Kaiapoi Bush, where it was not uncommon 
before the bush was destroyed. I know of no other locality where it has 
been seen or taken. 

(?) C. RAUPARA^HA. 

r. Female. — This, as stated in my former paper, I believe to be the 
female of form E. 

Exp. — 1 inch 4 lines. 

II ah. One specimen taken at Kaiapoi Bush and one at Fondolltown, near 
Christchurch. 

Time of appearance : January. 

C. BOLDENARUM, White. 

Q. — I have two or three varieties, and am not quite clear as to which 
Mr, Butler’s description, in his Catalogue of Lepidoptera of Now Zealand,” 
p. 8, refers. The figures 8 and 9 in plate at tlio end of his catalogue most 
nearly agree with the variety found (or formerly found, for I have not seen 
it for some years past) within the city of Christchurch, on some flat sandy 
waste ground. Mr, Butler, referring to the figures, states, “ the bands and 
spots on the under-surface of secondaries have been made altogether too 
dark,” which is not the case with the Christchurch specimens, the latter 
being generally darker tlian shown in Mr. Butler’s figure, though some 
individuals are not quite so dark. 

The varieties appear to bo due to locality, as the individuals of each 
locality vary but little. 

There are three localities where I have taken this insect, namely, Christ- 
church; Drayton Station, on the plains near Mount Hutt ; spurs of mountains 
near Castle Hill Station ; and the top of the Mount Hutt range — all in 
the Canterbury province. 

The distinctive chaiacters of the varieties may be better understood by 
the following tabular arrangement. 
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If the Monnt Hutt or the Castle Hill form is a distinct species, as it 
possibly may bo proved to be, I propose for it the name of Tama, after 
a traditionary Maori chief of that name ; and should it be held to be a 
variety only, the name will serve to distinguish it as the mountain form. 

The individuals of the Moimt Hutt and Castle Hill form wore taken in 
places where Donatia nova-zealamlia grows, and seeing them hovering about 
and settling upon patches of that plant in a manner indicating the deposit 
of their eggs, I carefully searched the plants, and succeeded in finding one 
larva, of which I made a coloured drawing and wrote out a description. 
The description has unfortunately been mislaid, but the drawing, a copy of 
which accompanies this paper, I have preserved. From the drawing and 
from recollection, I give the following description of the larva : — 

Onisciform ; pubescent ; pale green ; dorsal line consisting of a dark 
purplish-brown conical spot on the fourth and following segments, the apex 
of each cone pointing towards the head and joining the base of tho 
preceding one at the joint of tho segment, the cones margined with white ; 
outside and roimd the white is a margin of dull rod ; on the side a row of 
pale pinkish oblique stripes, blended on the lower side with dull red; the red 
extending thence to below tho spiracles, except on the posterior side of each 
segment, where a green colour intervenes and is blended with the red ; the 
angles formed by the oblique stripes are shaded with a dark colour. On 
tho second segment is a dorsal diamond- shaped dark purplish-brown spot, 
with a longitudinal streak of white in its centre. I kept the larva for 
some time, and fed it upon Donatia^ hoping to obtain from it a pupa and 
imago, but, after being apparently full-fed and retreating to the root of the 
food-plant, it died, without assuming tho pupa state. One egg, w'hich I 
also found at tho same time, did not produce a larva. 

Fig. a represents tho larva magnified ; l>, head front segments, also 
magnified ; and c, the natural size. 

The larva is so characteristic of the genus that there can he little doubt 
it would have produced a specimen of tlie Castle Hill form, had it lived 
and passed through its changes to maturity. I know of no other insect to 
which it could belong ; but there is not sufficient evidence to determine the 

fact. 
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Abt, XXXIV. — Description of new Geneva and Species of Psychidce. 

By E. W. Fbreday, C.M.E.B.L. 

Plate IX. 

[Read before the Philosophical Institute of Canterbury, ^th December, 1877.] 
Liothula, n.g. 

[From Xctoc “ smooth, ” and dvXai “ a case.”] 

Male. — Head small; head and thorax pilose; proboscis none; palpi 
obsolete; auteuna3 as long as the thorax^ bipectinato, the branches very 
long towards the base, from whence to beyond the middle the branches 
abruptly decrease in length, and thence gradually decrease to the tip ; body 
robust; abdomen extending more than half its length beyond the hind 
wing ; stout near the thorax and tapering thence to the tip ; legs slender ; 
femora and tibio) pilose ; fore-wings diaphanous, thickly clothed with scales, 
narrow, nearly straight along the costa, slightly rounded at the tips, hind 
margin very oblique ; discoidal cell closed by d transverse angular neiwiire, 
the angle of which projects inwards ; median neiwure emitting four branches, 
the branches nearly equidistant from each other, the second springing from 
the first at the point of junction of the transverse nervure. Between the 
median nervure and the inner margin are two nervures which unite in the 
disc and form one nervure from thence to the hind margin; discoidal 
cell divided longitudinally by two rather indistinct veins ; hind- wings with 
discoidal cell closed by a transverse irregular nervure and divided 
longitudinally by a forked vein; median nervure emitting four branches, 
the first of which springs from tlie second at about one-third of the length 
of the latter, which is abruptly curved at its base ; the second branch about 
twdee further from the third than from tlie first. 

Female, — Apterous. 

I cannot, from authorities at band, find a description of any genus of 
this family entirely applicable to this insect. The nearest appears to bo 
the genus Metura^ described in the Catalogue of Lepidoptera in the British 
Museum. 

Liothula omnivor a^ n.s. 

Male, — Fuliginous. 

Expanse of wings — 14*6 lines. 

Length of body — 8 lines. 

Hah, — Canterbury, Now Zealand, especially in the neighbourhood of 
Christchurch. 

Fig. A represents the male perfect insect. Larva varying from light 
to dark dull brown, mottled with dirty white, sometimes with a pinkish 
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shades Head and three first segments retractile. The cases of full-fed 
larvss vary in size from to 8^ inches, long, narrow, and tapering> 
colour varying from light to dark grey, genei*ally smooth but sometimes 
ornamented with pieces of twig or leaves laid on longitudinally in somewhat 
regular order, inside thickly lined with fine brown silk. The case is 
exceedingly tough. I have tested its strength and found that fracture takes 
place at 82 lbs. The larva is found feeding on all kinds of trees and slirubs, 
both evergreen and deciduous, not even rejecting the common laurel, and I 
have named the insect omnivora on that account. I noticed it first on 
willow trees, when I came to the colony in 1862. Willow, wattle, and 
coniferous trees appear to afford a particularly favourite food. The cases 
found on the wUlow and wattle are generally smooth and plain, but those 
on the coniferous trees are frequently embossed with small pieces of twig 
and foliage laid on longitudinally in an order that seems to indicate design. 
Until fully grown the larva moves about with the case from leaf to leaf 
feeding with its anterior segments and prolcgs extruded. Attached to the 
interior of tlio mouth of the case are silken threads wlxich the larva, when 
disturbed, di*aws so as to close the orifice. The larva before assummg the 
pupa state fixes the case by repeated bindings of silk round a twig, as 
shown in plate IX., on firmly attaching it to the trunk of the tree, The 
larva whilst feeding suspends the case by a thread. The case is very small 
at first, the larva commcjicing to form it soon after birth ; and, as the larva 
increases in size, so is the case enlarged, the larva adding to it from time 
to time as a mason builds a chimney. Fig. 1 represents a case fixed to 
a twig of willow with tlie pupa skin extruded ; fig, 4, a case containing a 
partly-gi’own larva as suspended when at rest. 

Notwithstanding the security afforded by the case, a dipterous insect 
(somewhat resembling a common bluebottle-fly, but not larger than a 
common house-fly) is very destructive to the larva. I have found as many 
as nine out of every ten cases filled with the cocoons of the fly. The fly 
(figv 2) is represented at rest on the case. 

I find the cases have become much less common in my garden than 
formerly, which I attribute to the increase of birds. 

Fig. 8 represents a portion of the branch of a larch fir, with a case of 
this insect attached. The silk wound round the branch prevented the 
return of the sap, and caused an extraordinary swelling of the upper part 
of the branch. It was found by Mr. James Townsend, at Christchurch. 

Okophora, n.ff, 

[From dpo^ii ** thatch,** and iftopuv ** to bear,** alluding to the ease being covered 
withpieoee of grass in the manner of thatch.] 

Male , — ^Body stout, extremely lanate ; head small, not prominent ; palpi 
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obsolete ; antennes rather longer than the thorax, oiliated, tapering to the 
tips ; abdomen not extending beyond the hind-wings ; fore-legs longer than 
the others, slender, almost bare ; wings broad, diaphanous, thinly covered 
with hairs; fore-wings slightly concave along the costa, hardly oblique 
along the hind margin, rounded at the anal angle ; discoidal cell closed by 
a transverse angular nervure, the angle of which projects inwards ; median 
nervuro emitting four branches, the first of which springs from an abrupt 
bend in the sccnid at the junction of tlie transverse nervure, the second 
about a third further from the third tlian from the first. Between the 
median nervure and inner margin are two nervures which unite in the 
disc, and form one nervuro from thence to the hind-margin. Of these two 
nervures the one farthest from the hind-margin is hardly visible towards 
the base. Hind-wings with discoidal cell closed by a transverse angular 
nervuro, and divided by a vein springing from the angle of the transverse 
nervure ; median nervure emitting four branches, the first of which springs 
from the second at about a third of the length of the latter, which is 
abruptly angulated at its base ; the second branch more than half further 
from the third than from the first. 

Female, — Apterous. 

Not finding its generic characters entirely agree with any of the 
descriptions in the British Museum catalogue, I have desciibod a new genus 
for this insect as above. 

Orophora toumatmif n.s. 

[From the spocifio name of the shrub upon which the cases are found.] 

Male, — Ochreous grey ; the long hairs on the body and base of the 
wings tinged with pale ochreous. 

Expanse of wings — 12*5 lines. 

Length of body — 6 lines. 

Hab, — Canterbury plains , 

Fig. B. represents the male perfect insect. 

Larva, — 1 have never seen the larva when full-fed. Its case measures in 
length about sixteen lines ; the exterior covered with pieces of stems of grass, 
from a line to five lines in length, laid on longitudinally and in the manner 
of thatch ; the interior thicldy lined with fine silk. The oases are found 
fixed to twigs of wild Irishman ( Ducaria toumaioxi)^ but it may bo inferred, 
from the covering of the cases, that it probably does not feed on the shrub 
but upon the tussock-grass generally growing where the slirub is found. 
It is some years since I found the cases on Discaria toumaUm^ growing in 
the river beds of the Bakaia and Waimakariri, on the Canterbury Plains, 
and I did not find any case in its earlier stage before the larva bad fed up 
and changed to tlie pupa state. 
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Fig* 6 irepresents a larva case of this insect affixed to a twig of Discana 
toumatou (fig. 6). 

I have never met with any of Uiese insects on the wing ; all my speci- 
mens have been bred from cases. 


Art. XXXV . — On the Butterflies of New Zealand, By Arthur G. Butler, 
F.L.S., &c. Communicated by John D. Enyh, F.G.S. 

Plate XII. 

{Head before the Wellington Philosophical Society, 12th January, 1878.] 

Op the fourteen species of Rhopaloccrous Lepidoptera hitherto recorded as 
unquestionably oocmiing in New Zealand, exactly one half appear to be 
endemic forms; of the remaining seven, six are probably of Australian 
origin, or at any rate are common to Australia and New Zealand, whilst 
the remaining species is of American origin. 

In the present paper it is proposed, where necessary, to give the 
synonymy of each of the species, with a short description and with one or 
more figures ; so that by reference to this little memoir the collector may 
be enabled to recognize without difficulty any Now Zealand species which 
he may obtain. 

Lepidoptera. 

Section lihopnloccra. 

The term as applied exclusively to the butterflies, is a mere 
convenience, and does not (as has been falsely stated by some lepidopterists) 
express any constant distinction between butterflies and moths; indeed, 
these groups are only to be distinguished by family characters, such as the 
structure and habits of the larvro, tlie form and economy of the pupaa, and 
thediabits, form of venation, or other structural peculiarities of the imago ; 
the same cliai-acters do not hold good as distinctive marks throughout the 
moths, and thus it happens that some genera are in a wretetod state of 
“limbo,’* neither accepted as butterflies by the student of that group, nor 
permitted to rest peacefully among the moths. 

Butterflies therefore are not all “club-horned,” some have clubs, some 
have filiform antennas, some have moniliform and subserratod antennas. In 
the Hespenidw alone you have any amount of variation of structure — clubs, 
hooks, whips, spoons ; all indicating a more gouerio distinction and not 
differingfrom tlie same organs in such families as the Sphingida, Carteriida, 
and Agaristid^., The term Rhopalocera therefore is used to indicate the five 
highest famflies of the Lepidoptera — ^the Nymphalidw, the Erycinidai^ the 
Lyeesnida^ the Papilionidaf and the Hesperiida. 
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As the entomologists of Australia and New Zealand do not seem 
thoroughly to comprehend why the Nymiihalida (and not the Papilicmida) 
are now placed at the head of the butterflies, we sliall hero quote from Mr* 
Bates’s admirable paper in the Journal of Entomology for 1864, and they 
will then see that this renowned Icpidopterist has arranged tlie five families 
in a perfectly gradational and natural series. He has not followed Linnsaus 
in choosing the PapiliomdiB to commence with because they are big, and 
the Hespef'iidw to conclude with because they are little, but ho has studied 
the structure of each family from the larval to the perfect condition.’*' 

Family 1. Nymphaud;e. Front legs imperfect in both sexes; in the 
female wanting the tarsal claws ; in the male the fore tarsi quite rudimentary, 
consisting of one or two spineless joints. Pupa suspended freely by the 
tail. 

a. Lower disco-cellular nervule of the hind wing perfect. 

Sxibfamily 1. Vanaino!, Larveo smooth, with fleshy processes. Fore-wing 
submodian nervure of the imago double at its origin. (This subfamily 
includes the greater part of the Heliconulw of authors). 

Subfamily 2. Saiijvince. Larva3 with bifid tails, spineless. Palpi of the 
imago generally compressed and fringed with long hair‘Bcales. 

Subfamily 8. BrasaoUnw, Larvae generally with bifid tails, spineless. 
Hind wing of the imago furnished with a prcdiscoidal cell. 

Subfamily 4. Acrafinw, Larvae studded with branched spines. Palpi of 
the imago thick and scantily clothed with hair. 

Subfamily 5. Ileliconlua, Larvae studded with branched spines. Palpi 
of the imago clothed with fine scales, and hafry in front. 

h. Lower discoccllular nervule, at least of the hind wing, more or loss 
atrophied. 

Subfamily 6. ’Nywphalina, 

Family 2. EiiYciNU)iE. Six perfect legs in female ; four in male i the 
anterior tarsi coiisisthig only of one or two joints and spineless. 

Subfamily 1. Libythcein . Pupa suspended freely by the tail. 

Subfamily 2. Stalachiina?. Pupa secured rigidly by the tail in an in- 
clined position without girdle. 

Subfamily 8. Erydninw, Pupa recumbent on a leaf or other object, 
and secured by the tail and a girdle across the middle. 

Family 8. LvciEMiD^. Six perfect legs in female; four in male; the 
anterior tarsi wanting one or both of the tarsal claws, but densely spined 
beneath. Pupa secured by the tail and a girdle across the middle. 

Family 4. PAPiLioNiuiE. Six perfect legs in both sexes. Pupa secured 

* Compare Sendder ** On the Olassifioation of Butterflies, ’’ Trans. Am. But. Soe., 
1877, pp. 69-80. 
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by the tail and a girdle across the middle. (The true PapiUones have a 
leaf-like appendage to tlie fore tibi» — a character which approximates the 
family to the Hespeiida and moths. 

Subfamily 1. Pierina, Abdominal margin of the hind wing not curved 
inwards. 

Subfamily 2. Papilionina, Abdominal margin of the hind wing curving 
inwards. 

Family 5. Hespbrid^e. Six perfect legs in both sexes; hind tibi®, with 
few exceptions, having two pairs of spurs. Pupa secured by many threads, 
or enclosed in a slight cocoon. ’**5* 

Excepting that a few sub-families have been added, this arrangement 
remains in its entirety, and is the basis of the classification adopted by all 
tlio rising generation of European lopidopterists. 

The butterflies of, New Zealand are at present restricted to throe of the 
five families — Nymphalidwy Jj^ccenida^ and Papiiionukc, 

Family Nymphalidse, WeMwood^ 

This group is represented in New Zealand by three subfamilies — 
Danainw, Satyrina, and KymphaUnce* 

Subfamily Danain.®, Bates, 

Danais, Latreille, 

1. Danais archippns, 

Papilio archippWi Fabriciua, Spec. Jne., p. 55, n. 243 (1781). 

Alis repandis fulvis veuis margineque albo punctato nigris : anticis 
maculis apicis fulvis : habitat in America Moridionali.”t — Fahr, 

I have not thought it necessary to quote the full synonymy of this 
introduced species ; if required, it will all be found in liirby’s “ Synonymic 
Catalogue.” 

Mr. Charles V. Biley, in his Third Annual Report of the noxious, 
beneficial, and other Insects of the State of Missouri,” gives the following 
interesting account of tlio habits and earlier stages of this beautiful butterfly 
(pp. 144-8). “ The species feeds upon most of the different kinds of milk- 

weed or silk-weed ( As<depias and also upon dogbane ( Apocynum)^ according 
to some authors. It shows a wonderful dislike, however, to the poke 
mUk-weed ( Asclepias phyUAaccouUs), and I was siu-prised to find that larv® 
furnished with this plant would wander about then* breeding-cages day after 
day, and would ^ eventually die rather than touch it, though they would 
eagerly commence devouring the leaves of either A, tuherosa^ curassavica^ 
cornuti, or purpnrascens, as soon as offered to them. 

♦Journal of Entomology, No. X., pp. 170-7 (1804). 

f Whenever Fabrioius was doubtful as to whether a specioa was obtained in North 
or South America, ho seems to have put it down as South. 

Ul 
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The botterflies hibernate, though whether any but the impregnated 
females survive until the milk-weeds commence to grow, is not definitely 
ascertained. They commence depositing eggs in the latitude of St. Louis 
during the fore part of May. Some of the earliest developed btitterflies 
from those eggs begin to appear about the middle of June, and others 
continue to appear for several weeks. These lay eggs again, and the tatter- 
flies abound a second time in October. Thus there are two broods each 
year, and though the first brood of larvre are hatched more uniformly and 
within a more limited time than the second, the tw'o broods yet connect by 
late individuals of Uie first and early individuals of the second, and the 
caterpillars may be found at almost any time from May to October, but are 
especially abimdant during late summer and early fall. 

“ The egg is invariably deposited on the mider side of a leaf, and is conical 
and delicately reticulate with longitudinal ribs, and fine transverse strta. 
It is yellowish when first deposited, but becomes grey as the embryo within 
dovtlopos. 

“ In about five days after deposition the egg hatches, and the young 
larva as soon as hatched usually turns round and devours its egg-sheU ; a 
custom very prevalent with young caterpillars. At this stage it differs 
considerably from the mature larva ; it is perfectly cylindrical, about 0*12 
inch long and much of a thickness throughout. The head is jet-black and 
polished ; the colour of the body is pale greenish- white, with the anterior 
and posterior horns showing as more black conical points, and with two 
transverse-oval black warts, nearer together, on the first joint. It is 
covered with minute black bristles, arising from still more minute warts, 
six on the back, and placed four in a row on the anterior portion, and one 
each side on the posterior portion of each joint ; and three on each side, one 
in the middle of the joint, and two which are substigmatal, posteriorly. 
There is a sub-triangular black spot on the anal flap, the legs are alternately 
black and white, and the stigmata are made plainly visible by a pale shade 
surrounding thorn. 

“ When the young w'orm is three or four days old, a dusky band appears 
across the middle of each joint, and by the fifth or sixth day it spins a 
carpet of silk upon the leaf, and prepares for its first moult. After the first 
moult the anterior Ixovns are as long as the thoracic legs, the posterior ones 
being somewhat shorter; the characteristic black stripes show quite 
distinctly, but the wliite and yellow stripes more faintly. After this it 
undergoes but slight change in appearance, except that the colours become 
brighter and that at each successive moult the horns become relatively 
longer. There are but three moults, and the intervals between them are 
short, as the worms frequently acquu’o* their full growth within three weeks 
from hatching. 
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Am soon as the larva is full grown it spms a little tuft of silk to the 
under side of whatever object it may be resting upon, and after entangling 
the hooks of its hind legs in tins silk it lets go the hold of its other logs and 
hangs down, with the head and anterior joints of the body curved. In this 
position it hangs for about twenty-four hours, during which the fluids of 
the body naturally gravitate towards the upturned joints, until the latter 
become so swollen that at last, by a little effort on the part of the larva, 
the skin bursts along the back bohiud the head. Through the rent thus 
made the anterior portion of the pupa is protruded, and by constant 
stretching and contracting the larval skin is slipped and crowded backwards 
until there is but a small shrivelled mass gathered around the tail. Now 
comes the critical period — the culminating point. 

“ The soft and supple chrysalis, yet showing the elongate larval form 
with distinct traces of its prolegs, hangs heavily from the shrunken skin. 
From this skin it is to be extricated and firmly attached to the silk outside. 
It has neither legs nor arms, and we should suppose that it would inevitably 
fall while endeavouring to accomplish this object. But the task is performed 
with the utmost surety, though appearing so perilous to us. The supple 
and contractile joints of the abdomen are made to subserve the purpose of 
logs, and by suddenly grasping the shrunken larval skin between the folds 
of two of these joints as with a pair of pincers, the chrysalis disengages the 
tip of its body and hangs for a moment suspended. Then with a few 
earnest, vigorous, jerking movements it succeeds in sticking the horny point 
of its tail into the silk, and firmly fastening it by means of a rasp of minute 
claws with which that point is furnished. Sometimes severe effort is needed 
before the point is properly fastened, and the chrysalis frequently has to 
climb by stretching the two joints above those by which it is suspended, and 
clinging hold of the shrivelled skin further up. The moment the point is 
fastened the chrysalis commences, by a scries of violent jerkings and 
whirlings, to dislodge the larval skin, after which it rests from its efforts and 
gradually contracts and hardens. The really active work lasts but a few 
minutes, and the insect rarely fails to go through with it suooessfully. The 
chrysalis is a beautiful object, and as it hangs pendent ffom some old 
fence-board or from under side of an Asclepias leaf, it reminds one of 
some largo ear-drop ; but, though the jeweller could successfully imitate 
the form, he might well despair of ever producing the clear pale-green and 
the ivory-black and golden marks which so characterize it. 

** This chrysalis state lasts but a short time, as is the case with all those 
which are known to suspend themselves nakedly by the tail. At the end 
of about the tenth day the dark colours of the future butterfly begin to 
show through the delicate and transparent skin, and suddenly tins skin 
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bursts open near the head, and the new*bom butterfly gradually extricates 
itself, and, stretching fortli its legs and clambering on to some surrounding 
object, allows its moist, thickened, and contracted wings to hang listlessly 
from the body.” 

There has been much discussion as to how and when this DanaU was 
introduced into the Australian region : the evidence seems to us to be in 
favour of its accidental introduction by man ; * it has spread rapidly into 
most of the South Faciiio Islands and is now gradually establishing itself 
in Papua ; if its food-plants are to bo obtained tliroughout the Moluccas 
and Malaysia, there seems to be no reason why it should not extend its 
range into India or even over tho whole of the old world ; oddly enough 
several examples have recently turned up in the British Isles. 

Subfamily Satybin®, ISates. 

Perenodaimon, 

2. Perenodaimon jdiito, 

Erehia plutOt Fereday. • 

Erehia merulat Hewitson, Ent. Mo. Mag., XII., p. 10 (1874). 

Oreina (t) othello, Fereday, Trans. N.Z. Inst., VIII., pp. 802—4, pi. IX. (1876). 

Perenodaimon pluto, Butler, Ent. Mo. Mag., XTII., p. 163 (1876). 

Male* — Dark bronzy brown, slightly deeper in tint towards the outer 
margin ; primaries with a paler subapical area, upon which are four white- 
pupilled large black ocelli ; tho first three coalescent, their pupils forming a 
triangle, the fourth immediately below them ; wings below altogether paler 
and of a greyer tint, a fifth small ocellus on first median interspace of 
primaries ; secondaries with the discal area ii’rorated with grey, so as to 
indicate a transverse irregular median lino, and a rather wide outer border ; 
body black ; expanse of wings, 1 inch 11 lines. 

P'emale * — Larger and altogether darker than the male, a minute addi- 
tional subcostal ocellus in primaries ; expanse of wings 2 inches 1 line. 

Ai’gyrophenga, Douhleday* 

8. Argyroplicnga aniijwdum, 

Argyrophenga antipodxmy Doubleday, Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., XVI., p. 807 
(1846) ; Gen. Diurn. Lepid., pi, 63, fig. 6 (1861) ; Butler, Erebus and Ter- 
ror, Lep., pi. 8, figs. 4-7 (1874). 

Male* — ^Dark greyish-brown, paler at base ; the of each wing covered 
by a large patch of fawn-colour, that of primaries enclosing a large rounded 
black subcostal bipupillated spot, that of secondaries crossed by three 
smaller unipupillated black spots ; fringe of primaries tawny, of second- 
aries grey ; body blackish ; head, collar, and tegulro clothed with testaceous 

* Soe, however, Mr. W. L. Distant’^ paper, (Trans. Ent. Soo., Loudon, 1877, p. 98, 
ei ti2 ) 
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and grey hair ; primaries below with the costal and basal areas greyish ; 
disoal area tawny, with snb-apical spot as above, bounded externally by a 
reddish-brown streak which becomes black at the external angle ; costa and 
apical area sandy-yellowish ; two subcostal internorvular streaks and the 
outer margin shining silver ; fringe ferruginous ; secondaries sandy-yellow, 
the veins pale yellow ; the whole of the internervular folds represented by 
well-defined shining silver streaks ; a discoidal sti cak, and the outer margin 
also silver ; costal margin wliito ; fringe grey ; body below grey, legs 
whitish ; expanse of wings, 1 inch 11 lines. 

Female, — ^Altogether paler, and smaller than the male, the borders above 
whitish ; wings below whitish ; the discal area orange, becoming very pale 
towards costa ; markings as in the male, but less defined ; expanse of 
wings, 1 inch 8-10 lines. 

Subfamily, NyMPHALiNiE, Bates, 

Pyrameis, Hnhne7\ 

4. Pyrameis kershami, PI. XII., Fig. 1. 

Cynthia kenhawii^ M‘Coy, Ann. and Mag. Nat. HIhI., IV., vol. 1, p. 7C (1868). 

Pyranteii cardui\ var. P. kershawii^ BuOor, Erobiis and Terror, Lop., p. 21) (1874). 

Primaries above brown at the base ; the central area flesliy-pink 
clouded with fulvous, crossed by an irregular oblique black belt, a spot of 
the latter divided off by a slender oblique line of the ground colour within 
the discoidal coll ; apical area and outer border broadly black ; a post- 
discoidal oblique trifid white patch, followed by an arched series of four 
white spots, the uppermost bifid, the lowermost largest and rounded ; an 
indistinct sub-marginal series of linear white raarking.s from above tlie 
second median branch to the costa ; fringe white, interrupted by black at 
the terminations of the norvures ; secondaries brown ; the end of the coll 
and the disc flesh-colour, clouded with fulvous ; the costa and apex black ; 
four blue-centred discal black spots ; a sub-margmal series of five fusiform 
black spots, end to end ; a marginal series of larger sub-conical black spots ; 
fringe as in primaries ; body brown. Primaries below with the base to the 
middle of the coll rosy ; the end of the cell white, hounded externally by a 
trifid black bar ; the apical area varied with olive-brown and silvery-grey ; 
the whole wing clearer and brighter than above ; secondaries white, clouded 
with pale dull yellow and marbled with brown, indicating a central broad 
irregular band ; the apical tliird of discoidal cell white ; five discal ocelli ; 
the second and fifth largest with bifid lilac centres, the first small witli the 
iris broad and white internally, the third and fourth medium-sized with 
blue centres; outer border testaceous, edged with black, bounded internally 
by a sub-marginal white stripe, in front of which are two interrupted 
sinuated blackish linos filled in at anal angle with pale lilac ; body below 
greyish-white ; expanse of wings, 2 inches 6 linos. 
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6, Fyramm itea, 

JPa^ilio (n.g.) itea, Fabticitutr Syst. Ent., p. 498» n. 238 (1775) ; Donoyan, XoM, 
New Holland, pL 26, £. 1, (1806.) 

Vantna itea, Godart, Eno. Metb., IX., p. 821, n. 57 (1819) ; Wliite in Taylor*i 
New Zealand, pi. 2, figs. 2, 2 (1855). 

Batsaris itea, Hfibnor, Saniml. Esot., Sohmett. (1818-24). 

Byrameie itea, Doubleday, Gen. Dluru. Lepid., p. 202 (1849). 

Primarios above with tlie basal third golden-brown becoming tawny on 
its external margin, bounded by a broad oblique central yeUow band crossed 
by the costal and median nervures and the first median branch, its inner 
edge limited internally within the cell by a transverse tapering black line ; 
external area from the band to the outer margin black ; a trifid yellow 
oblique spot beyond the cell ; a bifid subcostal spot, and a spot above the 
third median branch, white; indications of two greyish lunulated sub- 
marginal linos ; fringe between the veins white ; secondaries bright chestnut- 
red, becoming golden-brown at the base and along the inner margin, the 
costal area, apex, and outer margin, black ; four small rounded discal black 
spots, the two outermost pupillcd with lilac ; a lilac subanal streak, and 
behind it a longer streak of the ground-colour, both parallel to the outer 
margin ; fringe as in primaries ; abdominal area gre 3 rish-brown ; body 
chiefly golden-brown ; head and prothorax greyish ; dorsum olivaceous. 

Primaries below black, greyish at apex; sub-lj||,sal area bright chestnut- 
red, bounded by three black spots, two transverse and divergent within the 
cell, the third diffusely ovate below it ; basal area dark grey, irrorated with 
sulphur-yellow witliiu the cell ; costal ai*ca on basal area block, crossed by 
numerous pale sulphur-yellow lines ; central band sulphur-yellow, externally 
more angular than above ; an annular blue marking at the end of the cell, 
followed by a sub-angulated tapering transverse pale yellow streak; two 
sub-apical white spots as above, and between tliem indications of two 
ocelli outlined in black, with reddish centres spotted with black; outer 
marginal border greyish, almost white on lower discoidal and second median 
interspaces, and intersected throughout by a blackish line ; fringe as above ; 
secondaries olive-brown, banded and spotted with black and dark brown, 
the markings in the cell and near the base outlined witli whitish; the 
abdominal area and outer border irrorated with greyish and lilacine ; five 
more or less complete discal ocelli, like those between the sub-apical spots 
of the primaries ; body sordid whitish, the pectus clothed with dense coarse 
grey hair ; expanse of wings, 2 inches 4 lines. 

0. Pyramm gonerilla, 

Papilio (n,g.) gonerilla, Fabrioitts, Syst. But., p. 496, n. 237 (1775); Donoratt, 
Ins. New HoUand, pi. 25, fig. 2 (1805). 

Vaneeea gonerilla. White in Taylor's Now Zealand, pi. 2, fig. 1 (1855). 

Papilio geturilla (sic), Fabrioios, Mant. Ins., p. 44, n. 487 (1787). 
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Basal third of the wings above brown, external two-thirds blue-black ; 
jMrimaries crossed by a nearly central angnlated oblique 8cai*let belt which 
does not reach the inner margin ; a trifid transverse white spot beyond the 
end of the cell, followed by a series of six spots, the fifth largo, the first, 
second, and fifth white internally, otherwise all blue; fringes greyish; 
secondaries with the whole centre of tlie disc scarlet, crossed by four oval 
blue-pupilled black spots in pairs, tho inner pair nearest to the outer 
margin ; body brown ; abdomen pale at the sides. 

Primaries below brown at base, apex, and outer border, tlie red bolt of 
the upper side becoming white towards costa and yellow upon the costa, 
sharply cut, excavated in front, angnlated from the second median branch, 
its lower extremity continued internally but abrui)tly interrupted by a 
rounded black spot below the first median branch ; a large black patch 
over the end of the cell enclosing a violet annular marking followed by a 
whitish arched belt ; tho succeeding white spots as above but no blue spots ; 
two indications of ocelli as in 1\ itca ; a sub-marginal bluish-grey belt, 
bounded externally by a black streak from tho lower radial to the external 
angle ; secondaries olive-brown varied with darker brown, shity-groy and 
wliity-brown, and crossed by blackish lines indicating bands ; abdominal 
and external areas irrorated with white; a discal lunulated lilaoino lino, 
bisinuated between each two nervurcs; five discal brown ocelli outlined 
with black, with reddish centres irrorated with lilacine, tho two lowermost 
ones best defined; body below yellowish, tho pectus clothed with dense 
woolly grey liair ; expanse of wings 2 inches 8 lines. 

Diadcma, Bouduval, 

7. Biadema nerina. 

Female . — Painlio nerina^ Fabrioius, Hyst. Ent., p. 500, «. 277 (1775) ; Donovan, 
Ins. Now Holland, pi. 27, fig. 1 (1805). 

Papilio iphigenia^ Cramer, Fap. Exot., 1, pi. LXVII., figs. D, E, (1779). 

Var. Pajyilio jjroserpina^ Cramer, Pap. Exot., 3, pi. OCX VIII., figs. C, D, (1782). 

Papilio auge^ Cramer, Pap. Exot., 2, pi. CXC., figs. A, D, (1770). 

Male , — Above black-brown, fringes white -varied ; prunaries with a large 
oval white-centred shining blue patch across the discoidal and third median 
veins ; an oblique trifid sub-apical white spot ; secondaries with a large 
central white-centred shining blue patch ; body above blackish-brown, head 
and prothorax white-spotted ; wings below red-brown, basal area of primaries 
ferruginous ; basal half of costa black spotted with white ; four black-edged 
Bub-costal white spots ; an oblique sub-apioal white band ; external angle 
broitdly dark brown; a discal Sbries of white spots and a double sub- 
marginal series of whitish spots ; fringe white- varied ; secondaries witJi tho 
base of costa and anal area ferruginous ; diffused central transverse white 
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band; a discal Bories of white spots and a double series of lunated sub- 
marginal whitish spots ; body below red-brown spotted with white, palpi 
and inner edge of femora white ; expanse of wings, 3 inches 9 lines. 

Female, — ^Above black-brown, fringes white- varied ; primaries with a 
more or less extended tawny patch upon and above the internal border ; an 
oblique whitish band beyond tlie cell, more or less divided into five 
elongated spots, the uppermost (upon the costal area) tinted with lilacine ; 
a sub-apical whitish spot, from which a series of small rounded spots 
extends across the disc ; a double sub-marginal series of interrupted 
lunulated wliitish spots ; secondaries crossed by a broad whitish patch 
bordered with tawny or pale blue ; a sub-marginal series of spots as in 
the primaries ; wings and body below much as in the male but rodder, 
with the white markings bettor defined ; oxi)an 80 of wings, 8 inches 9 linos. 

The range of this species is peculiar : it occurs in Java, Australia, New 
Guinea, and the Loyalty Islands. In Samoa a small representative occurs,* 
of which Mr. Whitmee has recently brought home a good series exhibiting 
scarcely any variation. 

Dr. Semper, in his paper Auf der Lisel Yap gesammelte Schmettorlinge 
und dereu Vorwandlungsgeschichtc,” says that the larva is similarly 
marked in Yap, Ebon, and the Samoa Islands, lives long after it is adult, 
and then becomes a pupa very abruptly. The pupa) hang suspended every- 
where on trees, old stones, etc., and change after twelve days. Breed in 
November. It is probable that the habits of the larva of typical D. nenna 
would bo similar to that of Samoa. 

Dr. Schmcltz, in bis paper “Uober Polynesischo Lejndoptera,'' expresses 
the belief that the whole of the “species” (Arlen) of this section of Diadma 
ore varieties ; his views respecting many of the forms recently characterized 
as species, show a similar tendency to lumping constant local forms which 
it is melancholy to contemplate ; many of his conclusions respecting South 
Pacific species appear to be based upon an examination of series of allied 
forms from the Philippines. 

Family Lycsenldse, Butler, 

This family is now scpai-ated into two subfamilies — ^the Lycaniiia and 
the Theclina, to the former of which the 'whole of thd Now Zealand forms 
are referable. 

Subfamily LvciENinjE, Stephens, 

Lycesna, Fabricius, 

8. Lycana pheehe, PI. XII., figs. 2 and 8. 

Lyccena Mnrray, Kut, Mo. Mag.,*X870, p. 107. 


J>, otaheita% Felder. 
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^Wings above dull lilacine blue with a dull brown border, widest 
to^i^s the apices of the wings ; fringe and costal area of primaries, from 
the base to beyond the end of the cell, silvery-greyish ; body brown, the 
thorax bluish-black ; wings below pale greyish stone-colour ; a discal series 
of whitish-bordered pale-brown spots, angulated upon the secondaries ; a 
sttb-marginal series of pale brown spots, lunulato on primaries and sagittate 
on secondaries, bounded internally by a white border, and enclosing an 
almost marginal aeries of triangular pale brown spots; a brown marginal 
line ; fringes whitish ; body below whitish ; expanse of wings, 1 inch 2 
lines. 

This species seems to occur more or less cSbrnonly throughout AustifUia 
and the islands of the South Pacific ; it is probably the male of L. ahulUB 
of Herrich-Sebiiffer (described in the Stettin Zeitung for 1869), but this 
point requires confirmation. 

9. Lycana oxUyu 

Lyeana oxleyi, Felder, Beiflo dor Novara, Lop., II., p. 280, pi. 35, fig. 6 (1865). 

Male , — ^Wings above lilacine blue, rather brighter in tint than in the 
preceding species ; primaries with the apex and outer border rather 
broadly shining dark brown ; secondaries with the costal area broadly and 
the outer margin narrowly brown ; fringes of all the wings white, spotted 
with brown at the terminations of the veins ; body black, the head, tegulte, 
and sides of thorax clothe<l with grey liairs ; wmgs below greyish-brown ; 
primaries glossy, irroratod towards the base of costal area with whitish 
scales ; a black litura indicating the discocellulars, a discal oblique series of 
semi-circular black spots, angulated towards the costa; a double sub- 
marginal series of blackish spots, encircled by white scales ; fringe as above ; 
secondaries crossed by two irregular series of black spots, the inner series 
near the base composed of three or four small spots, tlie outer series 
angulated, very irregular, and composed of about eight larger spots ; the 
whole basal area to the second series of spots irrorated with white scales ; 
outer border irrorated with white with traces of sub-marginal spots ; fringe 
Us above ; palpi, abdomen, and legs below white, pectus grey ; expanse of 
wings 1 inch 1 line. 

The measurements of this and the preceding species are taken from 
Mr. Enys’ specimens. 

Ghrysophanus, Hubner, 

10. Chryaophanua boldenanm, 

Lyeana holdenarumy White, Proc. Ent. Soo., 8er. 3, 1, p. 20 (1862). 

Ohry$ophanu$ holdenarum, Butler, Zool. Erebus and Terror, Ins. Lep., p. 29, 
n. 8; pL 8, figs. 8, 9 (1874). 

Male, — ^Wings above brown, shot with glistening purple ; a curved discal 
series of six otange spots bordered internally with black on each wing ; a 

xl 
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0eoond ill-defined sub-marginal series notreaoliing the apices ; outer nmgiii 
broadly dark brown ; primaries with a black spot towards the end of the 
discoidal cell and a second at the end of the cell ; between and beyond these 
three or four ill-defined orange spots ; secondaries with a black spot at the 
end of the cell, bordered internally with orange more or less distinctly ; 
beyond it a series of more or less defined black spots, bordered externally 
with orange; body above blackish, crest grey; palpi white; wings below* 
altogether paler ; primaries pale tawny, the borders grey ; two spots in the 
pell (the inner one sometimes obsolete), one at the end of the cell, and a 
curved discal series, black, indistinctly white-edged ; a sub-marginal ill- 
defined series of greyish odilloid spots; secondaries pale testaceous, a 
broad band across the centre of the wings, two sub-basal discoidal spots 
and a sub-marginal series silver-grey, white-edged; body below white; 
expanse of wings 10 lines. 

Female, — Wings above without the purple shot, excepting a more or less 
strongly-defined sub-marginal line of spots ; orange spots larger, sometimes 
paler, and covering the whole basal area of the wings ; body as in tlie male ; 
expanse of wings 1 inch 1 line. 

This species seems to vary a good deal, more especially in the female 
sex. 

11. Chnfsophanus salustins, Fab. 

Male, — Wings above bright shining fulvous ; veins and margins black ; 
base irrorated with olivaceous ; discooellulars, a discal series of spots, and 
a sub-marginal series, black ; primaries with a small spot in the cell, and 
usually a second below it, black ; inner or abdominal area of secondaries 
and body olivaceous ; thorax blackish ; primaries below pale tawny, with 
the costal and external borders generally sulphur-yellow, sometimes 
greyish ; inner border whitish or greyish ; interno-raedian area greyish 
towards the base ; sub-marginal black spots obsolescent ; remaining black 
spots considerably larger than above ; secondaries sulphur-yellow or sordid 
stramineous ; the spots arranged as above, but greyish instead of black ; 
body below sulphur-yellow ; expanse of wings 1 inch 4-6 lines. 

Female , — Generally paler than the male, the basal area dusky; the black 
spots above united into bands, below with the groundTColour paler than in 
the male, the spots usually smaller ; expanse of wings 1 inch 8 lines. 

12. Chrysophatim tnysii, PI. ’XII, figs, 4, 6, 6. 

Chrytophanui enysii, Butler, Ent. Mo. Mag., XIH, p. 158 (1876). 

Male , — Above very like C, ealvstius. Female, — ^Wings bright fulvous ; 
veins black ; a rather broad dark brown external border ; an equally 
broad transverse sigmoidal discal band; base densely irrorated with 
black ; primaries with a small round spot in the ceU, a similar intemo- 
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taediin spot, and an oblong disoooellular spot, black; secondaries with 
a dark brown discooelltilar spot; several fulvous spots on the external 
border near the anal angle; wings below much paler; primaries deep 
oohreous ; costal area dull sulphur-yellow ; outer border brownish, 
paler towards apex, bordered within, towards the external angle, by black 
spots; discal band replaced by a row of blackish spots; basal spots 
smaller and narrower than above; secondaries stramineous, changing 
towards the base to sulphur-yellow ; outer border pale clay-brown ; an 
irregular narrow discal band, a sub-costal spot, the discocellulars, and a*^ 
spot on the interno-median area, all pale clay-brown ; body above olivaceous, 
the prothorax slightly fulvous ; head blackish, with the margins of the eyes 
and sides of the palpi white ; body below wliitish ; expanse of wings 1 inch 
8 lines. 

Female . — Considerably darker, the intervals between the bands reduced 
to golden-orange sj^ots, the bands and veins being deep chocolate-brown ; 
basal scaling more golden ; wings below brighter, the secondaries crossed 
by a broad, sharply-elbowed reddish-brown band, which tapers to the 
abdominal margin ; an ill-defined series of conical sub-marginal spots, of 
the same colour, with pale lilacino centres ; body above much brighter than 
in the male ; below tinted with rosy ; expanse of wings 1 inch lines. 

Male and Female, North Island. 

18. Chrysophamis feredayi, PI. XII, figs. 7, 8, 9. 

Chiysophanw feredayi^ Bates, Ent. Mo. Mag., IV., p. 53 (1867.) 

Extremely like C. sahistim above, but with the black spots of the male 
and the bands of the female usually rather broader ; below witli the outer 
border of the primaries and the whole ground-colour of the secondaries 
brown, the black spots rather smaller ; expanse of wings, 1 inch 4 lines. 

Family Papilionidee, Leach, 

Subfamily PiERiNiB, Swainson. 

Gatopsilia, Hubner. 

14. Catopsilia catilla, ^ ♦ 

Female.— Pajiih’o catilla^ Cramer, Pap. Ezot., 8, pi. 229, figs. D, E, (1781). 

Male and Female . — CalUdryois catilla, Butler, Lep. Exot., p. 24, pi. IX, figs. 
7-10, (1869) ; Monogr. Callid., p. 8. n. 8, pi. 1, figs. 7-10 (1878). 

Male.— Papt7to hilaria^ Cramer, Pap. Exot., 4, pi. 889, figs. A, B, (1782). 

Male.— Papiho iitania^ Fabrioius, Ent. Syst. Suppl., p. 28 (1798). 

Var. Oallidryaa phlegeuit Wallace, Trans. Ent, Soo. London, 4, 8rd Ser., part 
8, p. 401 (1867). 

Sub-sp., Female.— PapiHo pemona^ Fabrioius, Ent. Syst. , 8, p. 218, n. 666 (1792). 

Male . — ^Above with basal area sulphur-yellow ; the external area white 
and slightly thickened ; the apex, and sometimes two or three spots termi- 
nating the nervures towards the apex, black-brown ; below whitish-sericeous, 
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rosyoa^r margin ; the primaries with silver-centred rosy cUspoo^lrdsuT; 
spot, and three or four obliquely-placed strioles between the median and 
diacoidal branches; secondaries with two connected silver-centred rosy spots 
at the end of the cell, and six to seven discal lunules forming an arc round 
th^*; expanse of wings, 8 inches 1 lino. 

FemaU, — Above typically bright sulphur-yellow, sometimes (and gene- 
rally in the Australian region) pale sulphur-yellow, almost white; the 
primaries with a broad dentated, sometimes interrupted, marginal border ; 
a more or less defined waved striolate discal band and discooellular spot, 
all blackish; secondaries usually with orange-tinted external bordc^r, the 
veins terminating in blackish dots ; below golden -yellow, the outer border 
slightly deeper coloured, a rusty irregular patch (sometimes obsolete) 
terminating the cells of both wings and enclosing two connected silver** 
centred ocelloid spots ; primaries with a rust-reddish discal interrupted 
angnlated band; socondarios with three black-centred orange lunules on 
the median and in teriio -median interspaces ; expanse of wings, 8 inches 2 
lines. 

Although tins species ranges from Silhet to Queensland, but little is 
known of its habits. Captain Lang states that it frequents CcUhartocarpua 
fistula. 

DoubtAil Species, 

Subfamily DANAiNiS. 

Hamadryas, Boisduval, 

16. Hamadryas zoilus. 

Papilio zoilm, Fabricius, Syst. Ent., p. 480, n. 163 (1775). 

“ Alis iiitegerrimis, atris ; anticis maoulis tribus, porticis disco, albis ; 
habitat in Nov4 HollandiA.” — Fahrkim, 

The wings arc black, becoming brown towards the base ; the primaries 
have three sordid whitish spots, and tlie secondaries have the whole central 
area of the wings white. 

We have never seen an example of this species from New Zealand, but 
in DiMTenbach it is noted as belonging to the Lepidopterous fauna : as the 
species seems to frequent gloomy brushwood, it may have been overlooked 
by recent explorers. 


Abt. XXXVI. — Foies on the Metamorphosis and Development of one of our 
large Butterfiics (Danais berenico), or a closely-allied Species.. 

By W, CoLBNSo, P.L.S. 

[Read before the Hawke Ray PhHoitophieal Inatitute^ ISth August, 1877.] 

Oh the 25th January, 1876, Mr. Huntley, of Meeanee (a member of this 
society), sent me some insect larvae, apparently of a butterflyi in a box. In 
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which acoomparded them, Mr, Huntley says ; — “ I send you some 
cate^iltars gathered from * cotton plants ’ in a neighbouring garden, grown 
froth seed sown about two years ago. My attention was first drawn to 
them yesterday by a lady in the garden, she having gathered at least forty 
of them on her cherished row of ‘ cotton plants.* The most extraordinary 
thing seems to be that, although they made a large quantity of vegetable 
debri$ (more than a silk- worm), the leaves of the ‘ cotton plants ’ show no 
signs of having been eaten ; and, furtlier, there is nothing in the neighbour- 
hood of the said plants upon which the caterpillars could possibly feed. 
These I send you I gathered myself from tho plants — breaking off the twigs 
on which tho caterpillars were clinging without disturbing them. I send 
also with them the important parts of the plant from which they were 
gathered. I shall be glad to know whether tho caterpillars will eat what is 
in the box.** 

Unfortunately, when I received the box on the following day, the 26th, 
there was scarcely a vestige of vegetable matter remaining in it, save the 
woody fibrous parts of tho small branches or twigs, and the ends (petioles) 
of a few hard leaf stalks, with a very small bit of a green capsule having 
the remains of soft spines, somewhat resembling that of a young one of 
Datura atramonium ; and also a large amount of “ vegetable debris ” (feces). 
Of the four larvsB, however, throe were alive and very active, apparently 
ravenously hungry. I immediately procured them loaves of various plants, 
both indigenous and exotic — viz*, sow thistle (Sonchua oleraceitaj, ngaio 
(Myopot'um latum), Cape gooseberry (Physalisj, Arlhropodinm cirrhatum, 
Dodonaa viacoaa, Entelm arborescetia, Coproama lucida, Veronica (species), 
Jicacta (species), QeraHium,roB^B, laurustinus, laburnum, flowering currant, 
Cordyline, and of clovers and grasses ; but nothing I offered suited them — 
they would not eat. 

These larvae appeared to be of gregarious habit ; two of them were 
much larger than their companion, the third, being about two inches long, 
and of pretty uniform tliickness throughout, each having six fore-logs (versB) 
and eight hind ones ; tho body smooth, transversely and alternately striped 
or banded with bright yellow lilac andwliite, each having in all eleven yellow 
stripes, while on each side of the yellow stripe was (1) wliite, (2) narrow 
lilac line, (8) white, (4) broad lilac band nearly a line in widtli, (5) white, 
(6) narrow lilac line, (7) white, (8) yellow ; so that between each of the 
eleven yellow transverse bands, were seven other bands and linos of Ulac 
and white, which, were clearly distinguishable wlien the animal stretched 
itself out in crawling ; the feet and belly of the larvss were of a dark-blue 
almost a blue-blackish colour ; the head was regularly striped across with 
lilac and white; it had two antennee or horns near its anterior end, which 
were also bluish-black and nine lines long, cyliudiical, soft and flexible ; it 
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had also spinous processes near its tail| which were three Unes long 
and soft. The larv® were all very active, and kept incessantly moving 
their long flexible antennfe, or feelers, in all directions ; in this respect 
more resembling those of a wasp or hornet, or some irascible perfect insect. 

On the 27th January, tlie biggest larva (No. 1) commenced spinning a 
kind of flue web, by which it suspended itself by the tail only, and with no 
silky band around its body, in a box with a glass top, in which 1 kept them. 
The second largo one (No. 2) did the same on the following day, January 
28th, while the small one (No. 8), which I saw was not fully matured (and 
was apparently passing an uncomfortable kind of life, through its not 
having any proper food), did not enter into its pupa state until the 81st of 
January, or early on the Ist of February. 

No. 1 emerged from its pupa state on the IStli of February; No. 2 on 
February 16th; and No. 8 on Februai’y 18th, being also imperfectly 
developed and of smaller size ; so that 19-20 days is the time taken for its 
transformation, from its entering into the pupa state and its emerging a 
perfect insect. 

The pupa was an elegant object, being 10-11 lines long and 6 linos wide 
(at its widest part), smooth, and of a pale pea-green colour, somewhat resem- 
bling in outline a small acorn in its cup, the stem of the cup (or calyx) 
being the produced point and the web by which it was suspended. Around 
the lower part of the pupa (as hanging) was a row of small circular dots, of 
a polo gold colour, having a metallic glistening appearance ; while around 
the pupa in its widest part, and standing out a little from it, was a ridged 
crest or band, porcated towards the edge, which was creniilated ; this, 
above, had also that metallic glis toning appearance, while underneath, and 
seen from below, it was intensely black. 

The accompanying wood-cut represents (a) the 
pupa, natural size, and (h) the ridged band, seen 
from below, magnified. 

I have not unfroquently seen an ear-ring of green- 
stone worn by the Maoris of exactly the same hue of 
green as these pupte. 

But, if I was pleased with tlie elegant and unique 
appearance of the chrysalis, 1 was much more so with 
what I unexpectedly saw afterwards. 1 had watched 
them pretty narrowly, and when I found that No. 1 had quitted its pupa 
state on the 16th February, I watched No. 2 closely, and on the day after 
(the 16th) I was rewarded and gratified in seeing the perfect insect break 
forth into active life t 1 gazed with astonishment, and was almost spell* 
boimd — ^ri vetted, as it were, for half-an-hour ; and never have I seen a more 
interesting living gorgeous spectacle — one which I can never forget. 
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It broke through its pupa case at the top part, near the head and back of 
the imago, the case (in every instance) splitting longitudinally for two-thirds 
of its length into throe segments, and then the insect moved its legs a little 
and got out of its prison, and held fast. At tliis time it appeared almost 
wingless, or with two tiny ti-ansversely-folded, squeezed-up plaits (like 
pigmy epaulettes) on its shoulders. These soon began to move, to descend, 
growing larger, and progressing downwards in an astonishing manner — 
soft, damp, limp, and wavy, their colours prismatically glistening like silk 
velvet, and at first falling in graceful folds, plaits, and rumples, without tlie 
least approach to stiffness. As its wings were mysteriously and silently 
evolved and produced, and grow and descended, they also widened to their 
natural size, but not at first. 

It seemed a truly mysterious sight to see those large wings growing so 
fast — evolving from nothing ! by some occult hidden power. It was not, 
for instance, lilco water (a spring) welling forth from a mountain’s side over 
green moss, for there was the hidden quantity or mass — ^here there was 
nothing behind, and yet it evolved and grew ! 

It took forty-five minutes, or very nearly an hour, before its wings 
attained to their full size, after whicli they very soon stiffened, and became 
rigid. Beautiful they still wore in their symmetry, colours, and markings ; 
but, 8tc transit/ the surpassing glory — that gorgeous pristine oxcoUenco 
which had so spell-bound mo, was, as an object, gone for ever — ^never, 
however, to ho forgotten while memory remains, 

I have soon, at various times, many plants and flowers unfolding, 
opening, bursting forth into bloom and beauty — have watched the evolution 
of some of our elegant tiny ferns, the rapid growth and change of some 
fungi, and the wonderful and beautiful birth of the ephemeral day-lily, 
when it unrolls its gorgeous petals to the morning sun ; but all that I have 
seen of that description pales and fades before this — the birth, the amazingly 
rapid growth, and the beautiful and mysterious development of this butterfly. 
Words fail to describe it, in its splendid and wonderful living reality — 

“ A thing of beauty is a joy for ever.” 

About four years ago, I heard from one of our members (Mr. Moinertz- 
hagen) that he had captured at Waimarama a butterfly of tliis species. On 
his communicating with me concerning it^ I identified it as one I had more 
than once seen in my travels in New Zealand many years before. Shoi*tly 
after that I saw a pair of them flying here on the hill-side^ at Napier ; 
other specimens were also caught much about the same time, one, or more, 
of which are now in the Museum of the Athenteum in this town. And Mr. 
Meinertzhagen, and subsequently Mr. Huntley, found from the Maoris 
that they knew the insect well. 
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Mr. B. W. Fereday, of Canterbury, has a paper on the Waimainunit 
butterfly, in Vol. VI, of the “ Trausaotions of the N.Z. Institute/^ lii that 
paper Mr. Pereday mentions two spooios (or varieties) D. erippm mi 2). 
arcMppus, specimens of both being in tlie Canterbury Museum. Tba 
former, D. enppus^ having been sent from Melbourne ; the latter, D* 
archiirpmy from San Francisco. Mr. Fereday doubts our New Zealand 
butterfly being distinct from D. erippm ; at the same time he prefers giving 
it tlxe specific name of bmnice — which has superseded that of enppui in 
some published catalogues. 

Mr. Foreday further says, that Mr. Nairn, of Poureerere, had found 
some larvsB of this insect on plants of Oomphocarpua ovata growing in his 
garden. It is not at all unlikely that the ** cotton plants,** whence Mr. 
Huntley obtained his specimens, were a species of Gomp/^arpuSf from the 
scrap of a spinous capsule, or follicle, I found remauii^ in the box ; but 
the leaves wore long and lanceolate, as I subsequ&tly found from Mr. 
Huntley. I know several species of Gomphocarpuay but none bearing the 
specific name of ovata. 

From a portion of a newspaper lately received from a friend, I find that 
our butterfly, or a species very nearly allied to it, was represented, in two 
very fair characteristic cuts, in the ‘‘Australian Sketcher,** of July 12, 
1878, under the name of Danaia archippuay on the authority of Professor 
McCoy of Melbourne, where it had been lately captured, who says it is 
found very commonly in America from Canada to Brazil ; but only of late 
years observed in North Australia, Queensland, and the northern parts of 
New South Wales, and more recently in Melbourne. 

I venture, however, to doubt our insect being identical with the Aus- 
tralian one, as therein represented and described; there seems a slight 
difference in its markings, and a stUl greater one in its colour. Those 
differences, however, may be only sexual ones. Should it hereafter prove, 
on full examination and comparison of specimens of both sexes, to be 
distinct from both the Australian and American insects, I trust it will 
have, and retain, the name of Danaia nova-zealanduB. 
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a»t. xxxm — On a neiv Sjyecies qf Trapdoor Spider from New Zealand^ 
By the Rev. 0. P. Cambridge, A.M., G.M.Z.S., Hon. Member N.Z. Inst. 

Plate X. 

[Head before the Otago Wi October ^ 1877.] 

Ih the year 1874 I received from Capt. Hutton an adult female example of’** 
Nemesia (found at Oamaru), but upon which, owing to its damaged condition, 
no reliable opinion could bo formed. In the following year Capt. Hutton 
again forwarded me several fomales of the same species, from the same 
locality, with some particulars respecting their habits and nests observed 
by R. Gillies, and the welcome information tliat that gentleman 
purposed to record his numerous observations in a paper to be read before 
the Otago Institute. These specimens were also much damaged before they 
reached me, but, so far as they afforded means of determination, I was at 
first inclined to think that they comprised two very nearly allied, but 
probably distinct, species. In anotlier bottle of various spiders, received at 
the same time and from the same locality, there was an aduH male example 
(in excellent condition) of a Nemesiat which I have but little doubt is the 
male sox of the species to which the females that accompanied it belong. 
More recently still, Capt. Hutton has kindly sent mo eight or nine adult 
females and numerous immature ones (mostly in good condition), upon the 
several nests of which Mr. Gillies’ long and interesting paper has been 
published.! I have come to the conclusion, after long and repeated exam- 
inations and comparisons with each other, that, in spite of a considerable 
difference in size, all these examples (received at the various times mentioned 
above) belong to one and the same species, upon which I beg to confer the 
name of its discoverer, and to call it Nemesia (jillmU, 

From Mr. Gillies’ paper (l.c., p. 225) I understand that the nest — 
No. 1, pi. viii. (l.c.) — is supposed to have belonged to one of the female 
examples first sent to mo by Cajit. Hutton. This nest is of a decidedly 
different type from all the rest, having a branch issuing from near the 
middle, and funiished not only with a door to tlio main tube, but with an 
inner door or valve at the entrance to the branch. All the other nests are, 
although slightly varied in some characters, of one tupe, consisting of a 

* The spiders referred to iu this paper are very nearly allied to, and perhaps identical 
with, the genus PJwleuon (L. Koch. Dio Arachniden Australiens, p. 471, pi. xxxvi., fig, 
8, changed to ArbanitU^ 1. o., p. 491). Tho distinction, however, from Nemsia consists 
chiefly, if not wholly, in the donticulation of the tarsal claws, and seems scarcely 
important enough to require the formation of a distinct genus ; especially as in the 
present species (which is quite a different one from that described by Dr. Koch) the 
dcuticulatiou of the tarsal claws of the female differs from that of the mole. 

t “ Tians. Inst,” Vm., pp. 222-262, pi. vi.-viii, 

lil 
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single tube with an outer door (of the wafer kind). One nest (fig. 6, pi. 
viii.), indeed, has a branch, but there is no inner door connected with it ; 
and from its position and character I feel little doubt that, at first, it formed 
part of the main tube, but owing to some cause or other — perhaps from 
filling or choking up — it became useless, and then the spider continued its 
nest in another direction. I have had an instance of this, not long since, 
in a tube of Atypns sa/cm, Bl., found in the Isle of Wight, and, more 
recently still, in several found at Bloxworth, and also others from Hamp* 
stead near London. 

It appears that tlie only example of the douhle-door branched type^i nest 
observed in New Zealand was not found by Mi*. Gillies himself,* but by one 
of his servants. I am, therefore, inclined to believe that there has been a 
mistake in regard to its having been the nest belonging to one of the female 
spiders sent to me by Captain Hutton ; for all of tlieSe spiders are certainly 
identical with those found in nests of the other type identified by Mr. 
Gillies himself, and received since from Captain Hutton. In absence of 
the clearest proof to the contrary, I take it that the different types of nest 
furnish decided characters of conclusive specific value. This, at least, is 
the result of the long and careful observations made in the south of France 
by the late Mr. Moggridgo, all of whoso materials, both spiders and nests, 
are in my possession, and have been the subject of repeated consideration 
and examination. 

From Mr. Gillies* remarks (l.c., p. 226), he does not appear to have 
seen any nest witli a true cork-door. All those found in New Zealand, as 
yet, are evidently of the waferdid kind ; lids of this kind vary a good deal 
ill their thickness, but cannot be mistaken for a moment for the true cork- 
lid, which fits into tho opening of the tube as into a socket; while the 
wafer-lid shuts upon or over the opening ; although in some species there 
is a portion of tho middle of the lid which may enter slightly into the 
orifice. 

With regard to the enlarymenls in the nest, I do not think this of specific 

* There seemB to be some little oonfusion, however, here in Mr. GilUes’ paper. 
Compare p. 225, linos 3-9, from top of page, with p. 227, lines 4*7, and p. 260, lines 
6 - 10 . 

From a letter received from Mr. Gillies since this paper was printed, I understand 
that the confusion alluded to was occasioned by the misprint (p. 227, line 6 from the top) 
of a figure 1 instead of 6. This does not, however, remove my conviction that I have 
not yet seen the spider by which the nest delineated in fig. 1, pi. viii, was oonstruotod. 
Mr. Gillies tells me that some of the spiders captured by him were sent to Paris and 
others to Dr. Filhol ; it is therefore possible that among these may have been the 
maker of the nest alluded to, as well as tho example with a ** peculiarly largo and broad 
cephalo-iborax,** See Mr. Gillies* paper, p. 225, and my observation on it, poiUa p. 288. 
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value ; the same peculiarity ie observable iu nests of Atypns^ Mr. Gillies 
has probably found out their true significance — that is, as receptacles for 
the egg cocoons. Perhaps the swelling of the egg cocoon, as the eggs 
advanced towards maturity, may, in some instances, have tended to increase 
the enlargement. 

In making these observations on the nests of Now Zealand trapdoor 
spiders, I have not had any examples of the nests before me ; but from Mr. 
Gillies’ paper, I conclude that he has had evidence of one nest only (pi. 
viii., fig. 1) of the douhle-door branched wafer-lid type, all the rest being 
ringle-door unbranched wafer-lid nests ; tlie latter, however, presenting some 
small variations in curvature, and in the enlargement of a portion to receive 
the egg cocoon. All the spiders received by myself, I conclude, from tlieir 
structural and special characters, to be, as before observed, of one species 
only, which varies cliiefly in size; the varieties of depth, continuity, and 
confluence of markings not being of specific value. The real maker of the 
nest (fig. 1, pi. viii.,) I conclude, therefore, to be yet undetermined. This 
is a point for future research, and upon which I think Mr. Gillies may bo 
able to find further evidence. 

Should Mr. Gillies kindly honour me with any more materials, I would 
ask for the nests, and the spiders found in them, to be in every instance 
carefully labelled and kept separate from all others.* It is most probable 
that there are several sj^ecies of trapdoor spiders iu New Zealand. Mr. 
Gillies speaks of one with a ‘‘peculiarly large and broad cephalo-thorax ” 
(1. c., p. 2‘25). No such example was contained among those sent to mo ; 
but tliis character (unless produced by an accidental crush) would certainly 
be of specific value, in spite of the most exact similarity of the nest to that 
of others ; for at present I take it, that although a different type of neet is 
conclusively specific iu its value, yet all nests of exactly the same typo are 
not necessarily so, since spiders of oven different genera (Cteniza and 
Nemesia) form nests of the same type — viz,, unhranchcd sinyle-door corkdid, 
and to these, I believe, I may add a species of another genus Jdiopa 
(L syriacuSf Cambr,) as also a fabricator of a nest of this type. 

The strongest differential specific characters among the Araneidea are 
usually shown in the adult male ; this sex should, tlierefore, be carefully 
sought. So far as I am aware, tlie males of trapdoor spiders are not 

• T1i 6 spiders last sent to me by Oapt. Hatton were indeed carefully separated and 
labelled, with notes on the labels, referring to the numbers of the nests in Mr. Gillies* 
paper ; but owing to the fracture of several of the larger bottles, the whole package was 
so soaked in spirit, that some of the labels had oome off, and the writing on others was 
quite illegible. A single nwtiber written on a small piece of parchment, and placed inside 
the tube with the specimen, is the best mode of distinction ; any notes can then be made 
by letter, and should be numbered to correspond with the parchment number in the tube. 
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always found in a tubular nest, but frequently in holes, crevices of banks, 
walls, mounds of rubbish and stones, as well as under logs of wood, and 
beneafch loose bark, sometimes also in dark out-buildings, and often wander- 
ing about at night. 

The following is a detailed description of one of the spiders last received 
from Captain Hutton, and belonging to one (though, from the cause men- 
tioned in a note to p. 28B, it is uncertain to which) of the nests figured by Mr. ' 
Gillies. I have selected it out of the eight or nine examples received as a 
typo of the species, from its medium size, as well as because in its colours 
and markings it is intermediate between the darkest and most confiuently 
maj’ked, and the lightest and least confluent specimens. To this description 
I have also added one of the male spider, which (as before observed) 1 
consider to be that sox of the species to which the female spider described 
belongs ; and I beg to return my best thanks both to Mr. Gillies and Capt. 
Hutton for their kindness in sending me the materials for these observations 
and doBcnptioiis. 

[P.S. — A point is mentioned in Mr. Gillies’s paper (pp. 251-268) upon 
which I have, as yet, made no remark, chiefly because it is at present to 
me, as it is also to him, quite inexplicable — I allude to the nests which have 
been found covered and hermetically sealed up on the outside with clay or 
soil, and yet with the spider alive inside. Subsequent observations made 
by Mr, Gillies confirm the fact of this ext)*aordinary sealing-up, which he 
attributes to the male spider. But for Mr, Gillies having suspected and 
searched in vain for a second tube with another external opening, I should 
have suggested this as a solution of the mystery.] 

Family Theraphosipks, 

Genus Nemeda, Latr. 

Xemma gilliem, sp. nov. 

Adult Female, — Longtli, from 7 to 16 lines, exclusive of tlie falces. The 
length of the example described below is intermediate between these two 
extremes — 12 linos. The ceplialo-t^^rax is of an oblong oval form, truncated 
at each end, tlie fore extremity boi^ rather broader than the hinder one. 
The thoracic portion is rather depressed, but the caput is elevated and 
tolerably well rounded above. The nomal grooves, and indentations ore 
strong, especially the one which marks the junction of the caput and thorax. 
The ocular area is of a transverse oval form, slightly elevated and rounded ; 
there are a few erect black bristles on this part, a single lino of the same 
along the middle of the caput, and some stronger curved ones on the clypeus 
immediately in front of the ocular area ; one in particular being much longer 
than the rest, moi*6 tapering, and somewhat sinuous. 

The colour of the cephalo-thorax is dark yellow-brown, thickly eloihed 
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with coarse aclprossed dull sandy-grey pubescence, the ocular area being 
almost all black. The eyes are eight in number, seated on a slight oval 
eminence close to the fore extremity of the caput, and forming a transverse 
rectangular figure, whose longitudinal is rather less than half its transverse 
diameter. They are rather unequal in size. The four largest form the 
four corners of the quadrangle, those at its anterior corners being the 
larger ; the two next in size are seated in a transverse lino in the centre of 
the quadrangle ; and close to the inner side of each posterior eye, but not 
quite contiguous to it, is another of a yellowish-white colour and flattened 
form, contrasting strongly with the dark hue of the rest. 

The leys are strong, rather short, of a brownish-yellow colour, and 
furnished with hairs, bristles, and spines. The latter are most numerous, 
though shortest and most robust, on tlie metatarsi and tarsi of the tliird 
and fourth pairs — tlioso on the third pair being on the upper and lower 
sides, while they are underneath only on the fourth pair ; the spines on the 
first and second pairs are beneath the tibia) and metatarsi, and are longer 
and less strong tlian those of the two liindor pairs. The genual joints of 
the third pair are furnished with short strong spines, but the number does 
not appear to be constant — varying from three to (in one example) eight, 
and sometimes differing, by one or so, on the opposite sides of the same 
spider; no example, however, out of twelve adults examined, is entirely 
without spines on this joint ; tlie tibiic also of the third pair have a single 
short strong spine on the outer sides. In one spocimon, however, (that of 
which the genual joint had eiyht spines) the tibia) had in another with 
seven on the genua, the tibico had ihree ; and in another there were throe on 
the genua with itro on the tibhe. The tarsi terminate with tliroo strong, 
curved claws, those of the superior pair are the strongest, and are furnished, 
so far as I could ascertain, with throe toctli on the under side of the hinder 
portion, near the middle ; the central tooth being much longer and stronger 
than the one above and below it, but the donticulation of these claws seems 
to vary a little on the different legs. The tarsi and metatarsi of the first 
and second pairs are furnished beneatli with a broad and compact scopula. 
The relative length of the legs is 4, 1, 2, 8. The palpi are short and strong, 
similar in colour to the legs, furnished with hairs and bristles, and a few 
long tapering spines beneatli the radial joint ; the digital joint has a broad 
compact scopula beneath its whole length, and terminates with a single 
strong ourved denticulate claw. 

The falcas are strong and prominent, of a dark reddish yellow-brown 
deepening almost to black at the fore extremity ; they are furnished with 
sandy-grey hairs mixed with strong dark hairs and bristles, and with a 
group of short strong spines on the upper side of their fore extremity. 
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The }naxill(B are strong, slightly oiirvod, divergent, and cylindrical in 
form, furnished with bristles and hairs, and a group of very short deep red- 
brown tootli-like spines at their hinder extremity, just above the labium. 

The labium is short, convex in front, of an oval form, broadly truncated 
at its apex ; it is of a rod^brown colour, the apex being of a yellow hue. 

The sternum is somewhat oblong, broader behind than in front ; the fore 
extremity being deeply indented for the reception of the labium, and the 
hinder extremity obtusely pointed, the surface is strongly convex, hairy, 
and covered with very minute tubercular granulations. 

The abdomen is largo, hairy (the colour of the hairs being sandy-grey, 
mixed with others of a darker hue), of an oval form, very convex above, of 
a dull yellow colour, marked on the upper side with transverse curved black, 
more or less broken stripes, which run down over each side. These stripes 
are composed of more or less confluent black spots, and are, some of them, 
broken off in the middle, leaving an indistinct longitudinal central dull 
yellow band. On the fore half of the abdomen the stripes are more con- 
fluent than ou tlie hinder half ; the under side has an irregular strongly 
dentated black marking along tlie middle, but strongest and most distinct 
at its fore extremity. The spinners are four in number, short and strong ; 
those of the superior pair are tliree-jointed and upturned ; the basal joint 
being much the longest and strongest. The genital aperture consists merely 
of two strong transverse contiguous labia. In one or two examples, the 
under side of the abdomen is pretty thickly spotted with black, and there is 
some small variety in the extent and clearness of the transverse stripes in 
different examples. Tn very young specimens the stripes are simply rows 
of spots. [Notwithstanding the great difference of size, 1 cannot find any 
other reliable specific variation in either of the twelve adults, and numerous 
immature examples, examined. 

Adult male , — Length (exclusive of the falcos) 6} lines ; the only example 
examined of this sex is of a generally lighter and clearer yellow ground 
colour tlian the female, and the fore part of tlie caput is narrower, giving 
the cephalo-thorax a more regularly oval form; the normal grooves and 
fixrrows (especially those which mark the union of the caput and thorax) are 
strongly marked with reddish-brown ; the caput also has two longitudinal, 
nearly parallel, brown lines, running from the eyes to the thoracic junction, 
where the other markings also converge, and give the cepholo-thorax a 
radiated appearance. The cephalo-thorax is clothed with dull, sandy-grey 
adpressed hairs, and there are some erect bristles on the caput similar to 
those of the female. 

The relative size and position of the eyes is the same as in the femalci 
although rather more closely grouped together. 
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The legs are longer, but their general armature is similar. The tarsal 
claws, however, are quite differently denticulated, four small teeth on the 
under side of the anterior half being followed by two much longer cuiwed 
ones and another small one. The tibiie of the first pair are also pro- 
portionately longer and stionger, and have near their fore extremity, on 
the inner side, two nearly black protuberances, of which the hinder one is 
much tlie largest and rather of a curved form ; the extremities of these 
protuberances are sliglitly denticulated, and the metatarsi of tlie same pair 
of legs are curved in a sinuous form. The palpi are ratlier long, and the 
radial joint is abnormally large and tumid, being of a nearly oval form ; 
rather underneath on the outer side is a strong ridge-like protuberance, 
armed with numerous shoi*t tooth-like black spines ; and immediately in 
front of this is a corresponding depression, of which the upper edge is 
furnished with some very minute black denticular spines ; the digital joint 
is not very large ; its margins are dark red-brown and somewhat corneous, 
and its fore extremity is strongly emarginate, with a largish lobe on the 
inner side and some strongish spines and bristles. The palpal organs con- 
sist of a nearly globular but rather flattened corneous lobe prolonged into a 
long curved tapering process, whose extreme point is rather twisted but not 
very sharp. When at rest, this process extends backwards, reaching to 
about two-thirds of tlie length of the radial joint, the point however having 
a strong outward direction. The abdomen is small, of a narrow oval form, 
but strongly convex above ; its markings are similar to those of the female, 
though the spots forming them are far less confluent, and therefore the 
abdomen has a more spotty appearance. 

A single example of the male was received (witli two females) from 
Captain Hutton, in 1875, in some bottles of various other spiders, labelled 
** Oamarfi,** and I feel no doubt but that it is of the same species as the 
two females mentioned. 


Description of Plate X. 

Fig. 1, Nemesia gilliesii (female): a, spider a little enlarged; c, ditto in 
profile ; r/, eyes from behind ; extremity of tarsus of right leg of 
fourth pair of logs from outer side, showing tarsal claws ; Z, natural 
length of spider. 

Fig. 2, Nemesia yilliesii (male) : 5, spider enlarged ; y, coplialo- thorax 
and faloes in profile ; /, riglit ^mlpus from outer side ; extremity 
of tarsus of right leg of fourth pair of legs from outer side, showing 
the tarsal claws ; A, natural length of spider. 
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Abt. XXXVIII. — Second Note on the Maori Rat. 

By Prof. F. W. Hutton. 

[Jtead before the Otago Institute^ 7th Augustf 1877.] 

Last Juno the Museum received from Mr. Cocker a dried specimen of a rat 
found by him in a cave, along \vith some old Maori mats, etc., on Mount 
Benger. This specimen consists of the skeleton nearly complete, and the 
dried skin with a few hairs on it. A comparison of its skull with those 
from Shag Point, described in my former paper left no doubt as to its 
being the true Maori rat, so that I am now able to add a little more to our 
knowledge of this animal. The following are the principal dimensions : — 

Inches. 

Length of the skull t 1*84 

„ snout to root of tail 4.00 (about) 

„ of tail 4*75 (perhaps rather more) 

„ of hind foot , . . . . . . . *87 

There are thirty caudal vertebrie, but one or two at the end may be wanting. 
The hair on the belly is whitish, that on the back and sides mouse-groy, 
but all the colours may have boon bleached. It will be seen that the 
measurements and colour correspond very well with a small specimen 
the black rat ( Mns railus.j 


Art. XXXIX. — Nutce on the New Zealand Myriopoda in the Otago Museum. 

By Prof. P. W. Hutton. 

Plate XI. 

[Head before the Otago Institnte^ 5th June^ 1877.] 

Cermatia amitkii, Newi)ort. Ann. Nat. Hist. XIII., p. 90. 

Hah. Auckland. 

IJenicops imjtressm^ sp. nov. 

Head broadly ovate, narrowed towards the front, with an elevated 
margin behind, and an impressed curved transverse line, convex backward, 
on the top before the eyes ; space between the antonnee concave. Dental 
lamina with eight acute teeth. Antennro tomentoso, with 84-86 joints. 
Sogmeuts 15 (without the head), alternately large and small; but the small 
segment between the 7th and 8th, and between the 14th and 15ih, absent ; 
each segment with a raised margin. Above olive-brown, generally more or 
less marbled with black; legs pale bluish; feet yellow. Under surface of 


♦ » Trans. N.Z. IX., p. 848, 
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head and region of anus reddish. Some scattered hairs on the legs. 
Length, *6 inch. 

Hah. Dunedin and Queenstown. 

It is astonishing with what rapidity this creature runs. 

Oarmocephalus violaceuSf Newport. Linn, Trans., XIX., p. 424. 

Hab. Wellington, 

1 have not seen any species of Cornwcephalnn from the South Island. 

Himantarium ferrugineas^ sp. nov. Fig. 1, 

Head sub-quadrate, longer than broad ; anterior margin slightly convex, 
sides nearly straight, posterior margin straight. Antenn® approximated, 
monfliform, finely pubescent. Body composed of about 110 segments, 
which retain nearly the same breadth throughout. Basal article of the 
last pair of logs deeply and coarsely punctate, both above and below. Pras- 
anal scale rather attenuated behind, and with a straight margin. Entirely 
pale red; antenn© rather lighter. Legs smooth. Length, 4*8 inches. 
Breadth, *1 inch. 

llab, WeUington and Inch Clutha. 

One specimen has abnormal antenn© of only 12 joints, and the lOth 
and 11th joints are vasiform. 

Himantarium morbosuSf sp, nov. Fig. 2. 

Head elongate, convex on the sides ; anterior margin sinuated, posterior 
straight ; its length equal to about twice its breadth. Antenn© approxi- 
mated, moniliform, hairy. Body composed of about 40 segments. Basal 
article of the last pair of logs smooth above, punctured below. Pr©-anal 
segment rather longer than broad. Prffi-anal scale rounded. Palo roddish- 
yoUow ; head and antenn© ferruginous. Legs hairy. Length, 1-85 inch. 
Breadth, *07 inch near the head, tapering posteriorly. 

Hah. Wellington and Dunedin. 

lulus (Spiro8treptm)antipodar urn, Newport; Dicff. N.Z., II., p. 270. Fig. 8. 

Head smooth, emarginate anteriorly, deeply excavated behind the 
antenn©. Antenn© of seven joints, the last very small, the third rather 
longer than the second, the 4th, 6th, and 6th subcqual, vasiform, con- 
tracted at the base; all the joints from the 8rd tomentose. Eyo-patoh 
sub-elliptical, eyes in three rows of 8, 7, and 6 respectively. Segments 64. 
The first rounded in front, with the lateral points blunt. Latero-postorior 
portion of each segment with fine distant oblique stri©, which are more 
distinct on the anterior portion of the body than on the posterior, and are 
very indistinct in the young. Bemainder of segments smooth, witli a 
shallow pore at each side, Pr©-an$l segment rounded. Variable in colour 

1*1 
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from pale to dark brown, with the segments sometimes uniform, sometimes 
darker in front. Legs yellowish. Length, 1*8 inch. 

Hab. Wellington, Dunedin, Clyde, Preservation Inlet. 

A very common species. When put into alcohol it stains it a dark 
purple. 

lulus ( Spirostreptua) striatusy sp. nov. 

Head smooth, emargiuate anteriorly. Antennas tomentose, 7-jointed, 
the 2nd the longest, the 8rd to the Gth sub-equal. Segments 47, the 
posterior half of each with fine distant longitudinal strhe on the dorsal 
and lateral surfaces; anterior portion smooth. Lateral margin of first 
segment rounded. Prio-anal segment terminating in a slightly obtuse 
rounded point, not passing the anal valves. Upper surface brown, paler 
below. Length, *4 inch. 

Hah. Dunedin. 

lulm berardit Walck. (Gervais, Aptercs, IV., p, 833), is a very differeut 
species, which I have never seen. 

Polydesmus ( Oxyurua ) aerratus, sp. nov. 

Antennas tomentose, 7-jointed ; the 2nd and drd equal, and longer than 
the 4th and 5th, the 7tli very small. Top of the head pentagonal; face 
with a few scattered hairs, smooth. Segments smooth, the sides of each 
produced into a strong keel, which extends backward on each side in an 
acute curved angle. Pnn-anal segment terminating in a blunt point, with 
scattered white hairs; the inferior semicircular slightly toothed. Dirty 
white, with a more or less distinct brown dorsal stripe; under surface 
white. Length, *4 inch. 

Hah. Dunedin. 

Polydemiis ( Oxyurua ) ivorthinytoni, sp, nov. 

Antenna) tomentose, 7-jomtod; the 2nd much longer than the 8rd or 
4th, which are subequal. Segments 18 or 13, the same as in the last, but 
the angles on each side spring more suddenly from the posterior margin, 
Prce-anal plates as in the last. Dark reddish-brown. Lengtli, *65 inch. 

Hab. Queenstown. 

Named after Mr. J. S. Wortliington, of Queenstown. . 

Polydesmus (Strowjylosoma) yervaisii, Lucas, Hist. Auim. Artie., Apt., 
p. 625 ; Gervais, Apteres, IV,, p. 118. Fig. 4. 

Hab. Dunedin, Preservation Inlet. 

New Zealand specimens agree so well with the description of this Aus- 
tridian and Tasmanian species, that I have no hesitation in considering 
it as the same. P. fwvara, Humbert and Bauttaro (Yerhandl. Zool. Bot. 
Gesellsoh, in Wien, 1869, p. 689), is very closely allied, if not identical with 
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it. It is very common about Dunedin, where wo find not only specimens 
resembling tho type in colour, but also a variety of a pale rose-rod, marbled 
with white, and with white legs. Tho specimens from Preservation Inlet 
are entirely blackish-brown. 

The length is about an inch, and tlie number of segments is 10, not 
including the head and anus. It has 29 pairs of legs, tho 2ad, drd, and 
4th segments having only one pair. The 2nd and 8rd joints of tho antennie 
are equal and longer than the 4th, 5th, and 6th. 

PolydesmuB (Strongylosoma) ntacrocephala^ sp. nov. 

Antennas 7-jointed, all finely pubescent ; 4th and 5th the shortest. 
First segment smallor than the head ; lateral margins rounded. Segments 
smooth, very slightly keeled on each side. PraB-anal soginent terminating 
in a blunt point without any hairs; tho inferior semi-circular with a 
longitudinal keel. White with pale brown spots and vermioulations. 
Length, *6 inch. 

Hab. Dunedin. 

CraapedoBoma triBeiosa^ sp. nov. Fig. 5. 

Antennffi 7-jointed, reaching back to tho 7th segment ; the first and 
last joints shoiii, tlie 3rd longest. Eye-patch pyriform ; eyes in four rows, 
of 6, 6, 5, and 4 respectively. Segments 82, finely granulated on tho 
back, and with a depressed longitudinal lino down tho centre ; the lateral 
margins straight. Each segment with throe long bristles on each side, 
springing from tubercles, of which tho lowest is the largest, and the higliest 
tho smallest. Antenno) and legs with short hairs. Head yellowish, with a 
dark band between tho antennas. Eyes and antenn® dark brown. Segments 
blackish-brown, each with oblique bands of olive before and behind the 
setiferous papillae. Legs pale yellow, marked with dark brown on tho last 
two or three joints. Occasionally it is brown, marbled with olive. Length 
1 inch. 

Hab. Dunedin. 

Spheerotberium leioBomiiSy sp. nov. Fig. 6. 

Head sparingly, coarsely, irregularly punctured, with a deep central 
transverse depression at tho posterior margin, and a few short bristles in 
front. Antennas slightly Botose, six-jointed ; the last joint cylindrical, 
rounded at the tip. Nuchal plate smooth, but uneven, with a slight central 
depression in front, and an anterior marginal ridge. Dorsal plates covered 
with very fine shallow punctures. First dorsal segment with a distinct 
lateral marginal ridge. Last dorsal segment arched, slightly compressed, 
its margin entire and not ridged. Intermediate segments with the lateral 
extremities broad, rounded in front and rectangular behind ; with a rough 
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triangolax excavation at the anterior lateral angle/ The tenth and eleventh 
Begments broader than those before them. Black, shining, more or less 
marbled with dark testaceous. Length, *75 inch. Breadth, *4 inch. Width 
of head, *2 inch. Depth of head *12 inch. 

Hob. Dunedin. 

This species differs from S, delacyi (White, Ann. Nat. Hist., 8 Ser*, HI., 
p. 408), which I have not seen, in its colour, in not being attenuated 
posteriorly, and in the head being much broader and shorter. In other 
respects the two are very similar. 


Appendix. 

As Humbert and Saussure’s paper, in which the Myriopoda taken from 
New Zealand by the Novara Expedition oi-e described, is not very accessible 
in New Zealand, I subjoin their descriptions. 

Polydemus ( Oxyxmm ) haastii, 

Fusco-niger, corporo antico attenuato, plus minus granulate ; carinis 
retrorsum uncinatis, poris latcralibus; dorso antioe valde arcuato, dein 
minus convexo; metazonites sulco obsoloto partitis, pone siilcura serie 
transversa areolarum sex ornatis. Fern., long, 25 mill. ; larg. 4 mill. 

Hah, Auckland, Waikato Eivor. 

Polydeanitis ( Sirongxjloaoma ) novarw. 

Fusco-castaneus, Irovis, nitidus; carinis pedibusque flavidis; prime 
segmento antice valde arcuato, lobis latcralibus antico sulco marginali ; 
segmento secundo cingulum officiento, utrinquo quadratira secto, margine 
reflexo, carinam olongaium linearem efficiento ; carinis reliquis in media 
altitudino corporis sitis, crassiusculis, posticC subangulatis, sed non pro- 
ductis; poris latcralibus; segmento prie-anali apice in processum lamol- 
larem et obtusum producto ; metazonites sulco profundo transvorsali 
partitis. Long., 18 mill. ; larg., 2*5 mill. 

Hah. Auckland. 

Polydetmxus (Icoaulemxis) hochMetten. 

Albidus, depressus, nitidus ; corpora antico et postico attenuato ; an- 
tennis gracilibus, elongatis, articulis 2® et 8° longioribus ; primo segmento 
semi-orbiculari, angulis rotundatis, segmentis 2^ minutis, tertio minore ; 
metazonites transversis, utrinquo rotundatis, margine postico crasso, carinis 
parum prominulis; tuberis nullis; poris minimis, superis, marginalibus ; 
segmento prcn-anali minuto, trigonali, lamina prea-anali trapizina. Long., 
20 mill ; larg., 2*7 mill. 

Hah. Auckland. 
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ExPLANiLTZON OF FlATE XI. 


Fig. 1. UimaTUiditm ferrugituut 
u 2* Uimantidium nwrhonu 
H 8. luVm amtipodarum 
u 4. Polyde$mut gervami 
tt 5. Cra$p4dosoma trisetoea 
t, 6. SphMrothirium Uiotmua 


. . a anterior extremity 
h posterior extremity 
• . a anterior extremity 
• . h posterior extremity 

. • a profile of anterior end 
. . b extremity of antenna 

• . a profile of anterior end 
• . h profile of posterior end 

. . a anterior end from above 
. . h profile of anterior end 

. • a profilo 

. . h head, nnohal plate and first 
segment from tho front 
.. c last two dorsal segments 
from behind. 


Art. XL. — Contributions to the Conchology of New Zealand, 

By Prof. P. W. Hutton. 

[Read before the Otago Jnetitule^ 9th October, 1877.] 

lanthina tricolor ^ Eeove ; Conch. Ic., fig. 23. 

Specimens have been sent me from tlie North Island by Mr. T. Kirk. 

Trophon dubius, Hutton ; Jour, do Conch., 1877. 

Ovato-fusiform, thick; whorls seven, convex, rudely spirally ribbed, those 
of tho spire whorls transversely ribbed. Aperture oval ; canal very short, 
not bent, and rounded anteriorly, Covered with a greenish-brown persistent 
epidermis. Interior dark purple ; canal and anterior portion of columella 
whitish. L. *7 ; B. *4 , 

Hab, Auckland — Mr. T. F. Cheeseman, 

Fusus apiraliSf Adams ; P.Z.S. 

F» peneum, Hutton ; Cat. Mar. Moll. 

Fusus incisuSf Gould. . 

Gould gives the habitat as uncertain, ** probably Now Zealand.” I have 
seen no specimens. 

** Shell of medium size and moderate thickness, of an elongated ovate 
form, of a cinereous brown colour, everywhere encircled with narrow, deeply 
impressed striee of a more decided brown colour than the interspaces, about 
ten on the penultimate whorl. The apical whorls have also eight or nmo 
longitudinal undulations, "Whorls six or seven, convex, tlio last two-thirds 
the length of tho shell, tapering about equally each way; siphonal beak 
short, a little recurved. Aperture one half the length of tho shell, narrow, 
suboval; outer lip regularly arcuate, cronulated by tlie impressed lines, 
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and deeply enloate within ; pillar lip nearly straight, a little contorted, 
smooth, purplish-brown ; whole interior livid brown ; axis, li inch ; breadth, 
i inch (Gould). 

Neptunma zealandicus, Quoy and Gaimard. 

F, mstraliSi Hatton ; Cat. Mar. MoU. (not of Qaoj). 

Neptuncpa caudata^ Quoy and Gaimard. 

F, mandarinnst Hutton ; Oat. Mar. Moll. 

Evihria martensiantis, Hutton ; Jour, de Conch., 1§77. 

F. litiorinoides ; Cat. Mar. Moll (not of Beeve.) 

Drillia buchanani, Hutton ; Cat. Tertiary Moll, of N.Z., p. 4. 

Becent specimens have been sent from Auckland by Mr. T. P. Cheese- 
man. 

Drillia cJieesetnani, Hutton ; Jour, do Conch., 1877. 

Ovato-fusiform. Spii*G acute, of nine whorls. Whorls rather angled, 
suture well marked. Spire whorls smooth in front, obliquely striated 
behind ; body whorl equal to or rather longer than the spire ; a smooth 
band at the sinus, behind which it is obliquely striated, and in front 
spirally ribbed ; the interstices finely transversely striated. Nine or ten 
ribs on the outer hp in front of the smooth band. Canal very short. Pale 
brown. L. *75. ; B. *35. 

Ilab. Auckland — Mr. T. F. Cheeseman. 

This may be the same as P. zealandica^ Smith (Ann. Nat. Hist., 1877, 
p. 492), in wliich case my name will have to give way to it. 

Plearotoma antipodiim^ Smith ; Ann. Nat. Hist., 1877, p. 491, 

I have seen no specimens. 

Drillia maorum, Smith ; Ann. Nat. Hist., 1877, p. 497. 

1 have seen no specimens. 

Daphnella canceUatay Hutton ; Jour, do Conch., 1877. 

Fusiform, thin, finely cancellated ; spire acute ; aperture oblong, slightly 
channelled in front, and with a slight posterior sinus. Yellowish-white, 
slightly blotched with brown. 

Hah. Auckland — Mr. T. F. Cheeseman. L. *6. ; B./2. 

Polytropa retiariay Hutton ; Jour, de Conch., 1877. 

Ovato-fusiform. Whorls keeled, spirally ribbed; four or five ribs on the 
body whorl in front of the keel, and one small rib behind it. Bibs crossed 
at regular intervals by transverse plications, dividing the surface of the shell 
into squares. The whole shell covered by delicato transverse foliations. 
Aperture oval ; columella rounded. Canal short, slightly bent. Greyish- 
white ; interior puiqde. L. *9 ; B. *5. 

Hob. Auckland — Mr. T, F. Cheeseman. 
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Polytropa biconica, Hutton ; Jour, de Gonoh., 1877. 

Small, broadly fusiform. Spire short, acute. Body whorl inflated 
posteriorly, and narrowed. anteriorly; spirally ribbed, and slightly trans- 
versely plicated. Whitish, tessellated with dark brown on the ribs ; interior 
dark purplish-brown, toothed with wluto on the right lip. L. *4 ; B. *28. 
Hah, North Island — Mr. T. Kirk. 

Pyrme Jlexuosa^ Hutton; Jour, do Conch,, 1877. 

Fusiform ; spire acute, conical, as long as the aperture, smooth ; whorls 
six. Inner lip smooth, outer striated internally, slightly thickened in the 
middle. White, with longitudinal floxuous streaks of pale brown. L. *28 ; 

B. *1. 

Hab, Auckland — Mr. T. F. Oheoseman. 

Lunatia amtralU, Hutton ; Joui*. de Conch., 1877. 

Globose, smooth, whorls ; suture well marked, but not excavated ; 
umbilicus rather narrow, without any groove. Inner lip with a callus. 
Brown or grby, L. *8 ; B. *8. 

Hah. Auckland — Mr. T. F. Cheeseman. 

Philippia Intea^ Lamarck. 

Dead specimens have been collected at Matakana by Mr. Mathews. 
llmoa Jlamulataf Hutton; Jour, do Conch., 1877. 

Smooth; red, generally with oblique white rays. Whorls, C or 6j. 

L. *25. 

llab. Auckland — Mr. T. F. Cheeseman. 

Trochita twvai’isealandixPj Lesson ; Voy. Coquille, II., p. 895. 
r. maculatat Quoy and Gaimard. 

Trochita Bcutunif Lesson; Voy. Coquille, II., p. 895. 

T, tenuiSf Gray. 

Crypta vionoxyla. Lesson ; Voy. Coquille, II., p. 891. 

C. oontorta, Quoy and Gaimard. 

Trockus ( Polydonta ) aemosua, Gould. 

This is the same as P. tuberculatat Gray. 

Clanciilus variegatns^ Adams. 

I have received a single dead specimen from Auckland. 

Eiicheliia bellus, Hutton. 

I have a reddish-brown variety from Auckland, coUectod by Mr, T, F. 
Cheeseman. 

Viloma corrosa^ Adams ; P.Z.S. 

I have specimens from Dunedin. 
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TroohocoUa oonstricta, Lamarck. 

1 h'aTC specimens from Auckland, sent by Mr. T. F. Oheeseman. 

Trochocoha minietica, Hutton ; Jour, de Conch., 1877. 

Perforated. Inner lip thin, slightly expanded over the always open 
umbilicus. Purple, with oblique, slightly waved white lines. Columella 
more or less stained with green. L. *5 ; B. *6. 

Ilab* Auckland — Mr. T. F. Choesoman. 

Oibbula plumbea, Hutton; Jour, de Conch., 1877. 

O* nitida, Cat. Mar. Moll ; not of Adams, which is Chrynoitoma ineonttpkua 
of the Cat. Mar. MoUnsca. 

Gibbula oppressa, Hutton ; Jour, do Conch., 1877. 

Wliorls flattened posteriorly, and more or loss keeled. Closely spirally 
ribbed, the ribs rounded but rather rough. Axis sub-perforated ; aperture 
sub-rhomboidal. Dark purplish-black. L. *28 ; B. *25. 

Hab, Auckland — Mr. T. F. Cheeseman. 

Trochua ( Cantharidiia ) textiiratm^ Oould. 

This is the same as C. 2>urpurattu, Martyn. 

Trochua (Cantharidiia) jacundua^ Gould. 

I have seen no specimens of this species. 

Shell small solid, low conical, composed of about six conical whorls, 
with a slight vertical portion at base ; the whole girdled with fine, uniform, 
beaded lines, the alternate ones being generally smaller, sometimes even 
not beaded, and the tw o basal ones surrounding the vertical poiiiion being 
larger ; base a little convex, similarly sculptured with about twelve con- 
centric lines gradually diminishing from the centre to the circumference ; 
the umbilical region colourless, not perforated, and with a groove-like 
impression beside the columella; aperture rhomboidal-orbiculate ; columella 
arcuate, smooth, lip simple. Colours arranged in radiating flamules, 
alternately white, strawberry-red, and pale flesh-colour, gradually shaded 
into each otlaer ; on the base the dark or light red are distributed along 
the granules in a somewhat articulate manner ; nacreous beneath. Axis 
I inch ; diameter ^ inch.” (Oould). 

Trochua (Margarita) pupillm^ Gould. 

I have collected what I take to be this species in Otago. 

Oadinia nivea, Hutton; Jour, de Conch., 1877. 

Irregularly oval, white; with about forty sharp radiating ridges, crossed 
by concentric lines of growth. L. *8 ; B. *7. 

Hah, Otago. 

Patella ungnia-alma, Lesson ; Voy. Coquille, U., p, 420. 

This is the same as Tectura fragilUy Ohemn. 
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Patella redimiculum^ Beeve. 

P. ^otuit Hutton ; Cat. Mar. Moll. 

Patella etellarU^ Quoy and Gaimard. 

P. oetcradiata^ Hutton ; Oat. Mar. Moll. 

Patella hictxiosa^ Gould. 

Tbif is the same as P. dentieulata, Martyn. 

PaUlla argyroimUf Lesson ; Voy. Coquillo, II., p. 419. 

P. decora^ Philippi. 

Patella pholidota^ Lesson ; Voy. Coquille, II. p. 420. 

N, argentea^ Gat. Mar. Moll. ; not of Quoy. 

Patella argentea, Quoy and Gaimard. 

JV. earli^ Cat. Mar. Moll. ; not of Beeve. 

Siphonaria ohUquaiay Beeve. 

iV. diemenensigt Cat. Mar. Moll. ; not of Quoy. 

Siphonaria inculia^ Gould. 

This appears to me to be S. zealandica, Quoy and Gaimard. 

Siphonana dlemenensis, Quoy and Gaimard. 

S. denticulata^ Cat. Mar. Moll. ; not of Quoy. 

Siphonaria Icevinaciilaf De Blainville* 

S» faniculatui Cat. Mar. Moll. 

Marinula fdholif Hutton ; Jour, de Conch., 1877. 

Ovato-oblong, smooth, spire short ; inner lip witli tlireo plaits, the 
posterior of which is much the largest, and the anterior the smallest. Outer 
lip without plaits. Palo imrplish-brown, plaits white. L. *85 ; B. *2. 
Hah, Auckland — Mr. T. F. Cheeseman ; Massacre Bay — Dr. H. Filhol. 

Leuconia obsaleta, Hutton ; Jour, do Conch., 1877. 

Bmall, thin, semitransparent. White with a thin brownish epidermis. 
Whorls four, very finely spirally striated in young shells. Columella rather 
flattened, anterior plait of the inner lip almost obsolete. L. -1. 
llab, Auckland — Mr. T. F. Cheeseman. 

Corbula haastianay Hutton ; Jour, do Conch., 1877. 

Sub-trigonal, very inequivalvo, covered with a brown epidermis. 
Bounded posteriorly, ohsoletely keeled anteriorly. EigJit valve very finely 
striated; the left deeply grooved; ventral margin sinuated anteriorly. 
Yellowish-white. H. *4 ; L. *4. 

Hah. Lyttelton — Dr. J. von Haast. 

Myodora plana^ Boevo ; Conch. Ic., fig. 8. 

M. hrevig. Cat. Mar. MoU. ; not of Stutohbury. 

Ml 
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Macira deluta^ Gould. 

This is the same as Standella ovata^ Gray. 

Mactra rudU^ Hatton ; Cat. Tertiary Moll, of N.Z.t p* 19. 

Standella injfata^ Hutton ; Cat. Tertiary Moll, of N.Z., p. 18. 

Recent dead shells have boon found in Wellington Harbour. 

Psanimobta a finis f Reeve. 

P. zonalUt Cat. Mar. Moll. ; not of Lamarck. 

Tellina snbovata, Soworby. 

T. lintea, Hutton ; Cat. Mar. Moll. 

Cajmlla radiata, Deahayes ; P.Z.S., 1864, p. 848. 

Psamtnohia affinU, Cat. Mar. Moll. ; not of Boeve. 

Mesodejima lata^ Doshayea. 

M, clongata^ Cat. Mar. Moll. ; not of Qiioy. 

Mesodesnia spissa^ Reeve. 

Af. cuneoia^ Cat. Mar. Moll ; not of Lamarck. 

Venua calvarea^ Gould. 

Probably a worn speciiiien of C. yatei^ Gray. 

Diplodonta striata^ Hutton ; Jour, dc Conch., 1877. 

Liicina mvo-zealandice^ lleeve ; not L, zeaUmdica^ Gray. 

Lucina inculia^ Gould. 

This is the same as Diplodonta zealandiea^ Gray. 

Crassatella ohesa, Adams; P.Z.S., 1862, p. 90. 

Gotddia izabelln^ Hutton ; Cat. Mar. Moll. 

^lylilus latus, Chemnitz. 

M, smaragdirnnff Cot. Mar. Moll ; not of Chemnitz. 

Modiida Jhiviaiilis, Hutton; Jour, de Conch., 1877. 

Af. securUy Cat. Mar. Moll ; not of Lamarck. 

I have specimens from the neighbourhood of Dunedin. 

Avicula lurula, Gould. 

Dr. von Martens appears to have made a mistake in putting this species 
into our list. Mr. Gould says that it comes from Fiji. 

Avicula glabra^ Gould. 

Avicula fucata^ Gould. 

I have seen no specimens of either of these species, and believe the 
locality to be wrong. 

Pinna senticoaa, Gould. 

This is the came as P. zealandica^ Gray. 

Nttcula sulcata, Adams, P.Z.S. 

fi, conzobrina^ Cat. Mfu, Moll ; not of Adams. 
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Leda eondnna, Adams, P.Z.8. 

L. autiralUt Oat. Mar. Moll ; not of Qttoy. 

Pecten australUy Sowerby. 

Hah, Foveanx Straits — Mr. 0. Traill. 

lAma angulatay Sowerby. 

Hab, North Island — Mr. T. Kirk. 

Lima japomody Adams. 

JL. bullatay Oat. Mar. Moll ; not of Bom. 

Oetrea chiLoensUy Sowerby. 

0. virginicay Cat. Mar. Moll ; not of Lamarck. 

Ostrea glomeratay Gould. 

O. mordaxy Oat. Mar. Moll ; not of Qoald. 

Ostrea remfoimisy Sowerby (?). 

The rock-oyster of Dunedin. 


Aet. XLI . — Notes on a Marine Spider found at Cape CamphelL 
By C. H. Eobson. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society y 2ith Februaryt 1877.] 

My attention was first directed to our numerous spiders by an interesting 
account of the trap-door spider by Mr. E. Gillies.’** After having read the 
paper above quoted, I began to collect specimens of such spiders as were to 
be found about Cape Cami)bell, more with the hope of finding some of the 
trap-door variety than of discovering a new one. 

Soon after this one of ray boys told me that, while playing on the cape 
at low water, he had seen a spider in one of the tidal pools. Never having 
heard of the existence of a sea-spider, I thought ho must have made a 
mistake ; and 1 was more disposed to think so when I began to consider 
that, even if a spider could live in the sea, ho could not do so without food, 
and he would not find any flies or beetles there. 1 may here remark, that 
up to the present time I have not been able to discover what these spiders 
do live on. But to return to my boy's discovery. 

On going to see what it was, I found a veritable spider quite at home 
under tlie water, and having a nest in an old Lithmlomua hole, of which 
the rocks about here are full. All tlie spiders of this kind which we have 
found have had nests in these holes, and always under water at all times of 
the tide. Over the mouth of the hole the spider spins a close web, which 
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when finished looks like a tliin film of isinglass, and is water-proof; and 
behind this film is the nest and egg-sao, which last is of various shapes and 
contains a large number of eggs. 

When the spider is disturbed it goes to the bottom of the pool, and if a 
small stick or straw is extended to it it at once gets ready for a fight, 
advancing its long and powerful mandibles for that purpose. The strength 
and formidable nature of these is well shown in the illustration which 

accompanies this paper, and for which I 
am indebted to Mr. A. Hamilton, who is 
also a member of the Society. 

When a small fish is placed in a bottle 
of water with one of these spiders, the 
latter will attack at once, diiving its long 
sharp falces into tlie fish near the head and 
killing it instantly. Each spider seems to 
live in solitary state, and it is, I believe, an 
exceedingly pugnacious little animal ; but I have not had the time or 
opportunity for studying its habits closely, and regret not being able to 
give more information respecting it. 

Each spider seems to be of two colours, the ccphalo-thorax being a red- 
brown and the abdomen of a greenish hue, these colours becoming more 
distinct when the spider is placed in spirits. 

[Note bv Dr. Hector. — This spider is allied to the genus Argyronetra^ 
of which A, aquatica, the water-spider of Britain, is a well-known species. 
It differs from the generic characters given for that in the position of tlie 
ocelli, which are of equal size, eight in number, and arranged in divergent 
pairs. I can find no record of a species of water-spider inhabiting the sea, 
and, as Mr. Robson points out, it is difficult to conceive what can be its 
prey, unless it be insects that accidentally float on the surface. The water- 
spider builds its nest and hatches its young under water, constructing a 
diving-bell which it keeps supplied witli air by bubbles entangled by the 
hairs which cover the abdomen and enclosed by the legs. For this species 
I propose the name Aryyronctra marina,'\ 
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Abt, XLII. — Description of Trap-door Spiders* Nests from Calif omia and from 
Western Australia in the Christchurch Museum, By. R. Gillies, F.L.S. 

Plate Xin. 

[Read before the Otago Institute^ ^th October^ 1877.] 

In November last, when in Christchurch, I had the opportunity, tlirough 
the kindness of Dr. Haast, of examining four trap-door spiders’ nests from 
California and two from Western Australia, which are deposited in the 
Canterbury Museum, and which I was informed have never been examined 
or described. Each nest or trap-door has special features of its owh which 
I will point out afterwards, but there is a very marked distinction between 
the Californian nests and the Western Australian, and between each of them 
and our New Zealand species. The Californian nests have all thick doors 
bevelled at the edge, and fitting tight into the mouth — the outside of the 
trap-door being level and coincident with the surface around — they are, in 
fact, true ‘‘ cork nests.” The South Australian ones have the mouths of the 
nests raised above the surface around ; they aro really on little hillocks or 
protuberances of the ground and have the trap-door fitting on to the top of 
the’^mouth as a cap overlapping all round and raised in the centre like 
miniature tea or coffee-pots with lids to them. A reference to my paper on 
the Now Zealand species’*' will show that they are quite different from either 
of those typos. In that paper I stated that I was inclined to think the 
distinctions laid down by Moggridge between cork nests and wafer nests 
did not hold good so far as the Oamaru species is concerned. My examina- 
tion of these nests has revealed to me that what Moggridge referred to as 
cork nests was something quite different probably from what I understood. 

The diiitinction between cork nests and wafer nests rests mainly on the 
thickness of the door, and as he gives no measurements as a guide, I fell 
into tlie mistake of thinking that tiie extremes of the thicknesses would be 
within reasonable limits as compared with the size of the nest, and hence I 
said that “ doors of all degrees of thickness aro to bo found and that tliis 
distinction docs not hold good.” I find now that these Californian nests 
have their doors so excessively thick in proportion to their size as at once 
to justify the distinction of cork nests, and therefore that our New Zealand 
species, with all their varying thicknesses of door, are all wafer nests. 
These foreign nests, now about to bo described, are also very much shorter 
than those of our New Zealand species, and in this they approach more 
nearly to the Jamaica nest in our own museum, and described at the end of 
my paper mentioned above. It is believed that the ultimate classification 
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of trap-door spiders will depend largely on the type of nest which they 
construct. It is therefore of much more importance than might at first 
appear, to have full and correct descriptions of nests, and this must be my 
apology for the somewhat minute detail wliioh I shall now enter upon. In 
a question where the principles of classification are still undetermined, it is 
obviously impossible to say w^hat is of value and what is not. It is, how- 
ever, greatly to be regretted that, as in the case of our Jamaica nest, the 
ingenious constructors of the nests, now about to bo described, have been 
lost, or destroyed by insects, and hence it is now impossible to connect these 
nests with any particular species of trap-door spider. 

Niisis from California. 

No. 1 is in soil of rod volcanic clay or loam, and there is no herbage of 
any sort about it. The clod contains the whole nest complete and is only 
4J inches deep, so that the nest is only that depth, and, therefore, very 
much shorter in proportion than any of our New Zealand nests. The nest 
(fig. 1) is slightly tortuous, hut contains no enlargement, and thia is 
diflferent also from most of our New Zealand ones. It is lined throughout with 
a tough lining, and partakes more of the character of a pouch or sack than a 
tube, and in tliis approaclics nearer to the Jamaica nest in our own museum. 
In shape it is oval, the short axis of the oval being across from the hinge 
area to the front or lip of the trap-door. But it is in the shape and forma- 
tion of the trap-door that this nest differs most essentially from our New 
Zealand nests. It is thicker next the hinge than at the front, the relativo 
thicknesses being of an incli and It is tliickcncd from the under side, 

and not on the top or outside as in other nests, and the hinge is a continua- 
tion of tlic lining of the nest (fig. 2) extended over the upper or outside 
liniug of the trap-door which is parallel witli the surface gi’ound. This is 
important, as it goes to show that there has boon no enlargement of the nest 
from time to time. In our species, and in those described by Moggridge, 
tlie thickoiiiiig and tiling of the trap-door has evidently arisen from the 
spider widening its hole and adding on a new and enlarged trap-door on the 
under surface, the hinge being always attached to the now and enlarged 
trap-door. But in this case no such process has been followed — fact, 
there is rather evidence of the o^jposite, for half-an-inch in front of the 
mouth of the nest, the remains of part of this or of another nest is seen 
sticking through the soil. It is possible, however, that the original top of 
the nest may have been removed and that this is an entirely new one. The 
lid is concave on both surfaces, and the edge is bevelled so as to fit close 
into a corresponding countersinking iji the mouth of the nest like a cork or 
plug. The hinge is unusually long and straight, being nine-tenths of an inch 
long, whilst the extreme width of the trap-door is only one and ono-tenth of 
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9 S 1 inch and forms a straight segment across one side of the oval (fig. 8). 
The hinge has no spring in it, but the material may liave lost its elasticity, 
though from the shape of it I don’t think it ever had any spring. T])e trap- 
door requires some force to open it from the closeness with which it fits 
into the moutli of the nest, but once it is opened it easily remains open. 
This trap-door bears very plainly the markings or punctures alluded to by 
Moggridge and Gosso and referred to in my former paper. On the under 
side of tlie lid in front there are four distinct sets of markings in the centre 
of the free edge of the lip (fig. 4). There are two sets of four holes or slits, 
each in the centre separated by a wider space of about a line, and then 
other two sets, one on each side separated from the others hy a wider space 
of about a lino, and forming a row of more minute holes for about a quai*ter 
of an inch on each side of about a dozen placed irregularly. Whatever 
these markings are, and the general symmetry of them is peculiar, they are 
certainly not air-holes as suggested by Gosse, for the holes do not 
penetrate through the lid. The lining of the trap-door is very tough, and 
the outside is covered only with rod loam corresponding with tho soil 
surrounding. 

No, 2 is a sod 3i inches doeiJ with only the upper part of a nest and tho 
trap-door complete. What there is of the nest is neai-ly straight or lias only 
a slight bend. The lid is flat on the ni>por side (fig. 5), and is thicker at 
the hinge than at the free edge, the proportion h^iig ibiir-tenths of an inch 
and two-tenths. Tlio thickeuiiig, as in the last case, is entirely on tho 
under side, and tho hinge is attached to the upper or outer lining of the 
trap-door. Tho free edge is markedly bevelled, being quite sharp at the edge, 
then concave, and then convex all round (fig. 0.) The moutli of the nest 
is counter-sunk for two-tenths of an inch in widtli and four-tenths deep, 
corresponding exactly to tho edge of tho trap-door so as to receive it 
accuiutoly like a vi\lve. The outer side is coated with plants and when 
shut falls into tlie counter-sinking about two-tenths of an inch below the 
surface, but this may be caused by tho drying up and shrinking of the 
material. The under side is covered not so much with close woven cloth 
as with innumerable coarse threads of spider web, easily distinguishable by 
tho naked eye, and there arc no markings whatever on it. As in the last 
case the hinge is unusually long, and forms a straight segment across the 
round of the trap-door ; but the great peculiarity of this nest, and one 
which distinguishes it from any I have ever seen, or that has ever been 
described, is tliat it is not hinged all the way across at tho hinge area, but 
has two hinges (fig. 7), one at each extremity of the hinge area, separated 
by an unattached part between them. These hinges are very tough, and 
are respectively two-tenths and three-tenths of an inch wide, The back 
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part of tho lid ou tho under side is protuberant, as shown in fig, 7, at the 
l)art that is unhinged, and it is there the lid is thickest. There is, too, an 
indent into tlio side of tho lip of tho nest opposite this protuberance on the 
lid, and into which it fits as shown in fig. 8 (which represents mouth of 
nest with tho door off) causing tho lid, when shut down, to lock, as it were, 
like a dove-tail, so tliat in order to open it again you havo to insert a knife 
between the trap-door and tlio mouth of the nest. This trap-door with its 
hinges, locking apparatus, and counter-sinking is, I think, one of the most 
marvellous mechanical juTangements that I have over come across in 
nature. No one can attentively oxamino this ingenious contrivance without 
being impressed witli tho fact that hero in one of what we are accustomed 
to call the lowest class of animals, we have something wondrously akin to 
the inventive faculty in man. But this paper is one of facts and not specu- 
lations, and so I must forbear. As in the previous instance there is no 
spring in the hinges, so tliat tho trap-door remains open when loft open. 
Though tho outside appearance of tho trap-door represents the segment of 
an oval, still tho contour of tho hole inside below the counter- sinking is 
nearly circular as shown in fig. 8. 

Nos. 3 and 4 . — The other two Califoimian nests are in tho same character 
of ground as the preceding, and are of the same shape, and have the same 
description of hinge as No. 1, only they are both of smaller size. They are 
both thickened on the uii/ftr side and bevelled on tho edges like tlie others. 
No. 3 thougli hinged across has a protuberance slightly developed on the 
under side of tho lid in the centre of tho hinge area the same as No. 2, 
suggesting tlie idea that possibly the two hinges in that nest may have been 
caused by the locking effect of the jirotuberanco as it is increased in size, 
but there is no evidence of unfinished or wragglcd edges in No. 2 indicative 
of tho separation having been effected by such a wearing process. On tho 
under side of the lid of No. 4 on the free edge tlioro are two distinct holes 
or claw marks exactly in front, but they do not penetrate through the lid. 
Both nests are lined with very tough web, are tortuous, but have no 
enlargement. 

Nests from Western Xnstralia, 

These two nests (which wore presented by His ExceDency Governor 
Weld) differ entirely from the Californian. They ore raised above the surface 
of the ground, and the lid fits on to the mouth of tho nest like a cap, 
overlaps somewhat all round, and is thickened entirely on the outside. 
They are also smaller in size than tho Californian. 

Nest No. 1 is almost circular (fig. 9: a trap-door closed; b small nest 
without lid) ; across tho mouth outside it measures six-tenths of an inch, 
whilst the lid fitting over it measures seven-tenths ; across the month inside 
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it meaBores foiir-and-a-lialf-tcntlis, and tlie space or riug between the inside 
and outside is bevelled slightly. The inside of the lid or trap-door is level, 
or nearly so, with the hinge, the thickening being entirely on the upper or 
outside of the lid. The outside edge of the lid u thin and overlaps the 
outside mouth of the nest like a fringe, the portion of the under side of the 
lid which corresponds to the bevelled or countor-suuk pai-t of tlio mouth of 
tlie nest being depressed a little (Pig. 11). The centre of the under side of 
the lid fitting on to the actual hole in ilie mouth of tlie nest protrudejs a 
little into the nest, the whole arrangement being exactly the same as a 
water-tight valve covered with leather. The lid is therefore not a cork one, 
and does not go into the mouth of tlio nest at all, being large, but fits like 
a cap or Scotch bonnet. Nor, on the other hand, can it bo said to belong to 
the other or wafer typo of lid, as though it thins to an edge all round it 
thickens to the centre very symmetrically till it is at least two-tenths of an 
inch thick at the thickest part. TJic outside contour of the lid ia rounded 
off, but at least four or five old lids can he detected, giving it a tiled appear- 
ance like an oyster (fig. 10). The hinge, which is largo for the size of the 
neat (four-tenths of an inch) is attached to the outside edge of tlio bevelled 
part of the mouth of the nest (fig. 12). ^riio inside of tlie lid and nest is 
covered wnth tough lining; the outside of the lid has simply the soil 
cemented togetlier by threads, forming a tliin covering, and remains of some 
mosses or lichens are still visible on it. The mouth of the nest and the lid 
is raised half-an-inch above the suiToujiding ground, and another smaller 
nest three-tenths of an inch wide, and also raised above the ground, is in 
the same sod within an inch of it. The lid, however, of tlie small one is 
gone, and the whole sod is only an inch and a-half deep, so that there is only 
a portion of the nest, and no thing can bo said as to its former length. 

Nest No. 2 is of the same type as No. 1, the outside of the mouth being 
six-tenths across, inside four-aud-a-lialf tenths, whilst the lid is seven- 
tenths. The mouth is raised above the ground, the lining being very tough 
and thick, and overlaps the ground a little, causing tlio appearance of a 
bevelled mouth. Tlio lid is flat below, and overlaps the mouth slightly, 
forming a fringe. There is a depression all round tlie inside of the lid 
where it fits on to the mouth of the nest (fig. 13). The lid is thickened 
entirely on the outside, but, in contrast to the other, is as thick at the edges 
as elsewhere (fig. 14, front view), giving it a very odd hut finished appear- 
ance. At the hinge area it is a little thinuor than elsewhere (fig. 15, side 
view). The hinge is attached to the outer edge of the lining of the mouth, 
and is large for the size of the nest, being five-and-a-half-teiiths. It differs 
from all others tluit I have seen in this ; that it does not follow the 
round of the mouth, but is extended out at each edge beyond the circle 
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like the ears of a scallop shell (fig- 16, nest open). The outside of the lid has 
no tiling, but is formed of soil cemented together, and has remains of lichens 
on it (fig. 17, vertical view). The lid fits tight as a flap, and has no 
markings on its under side. The soil of this sod is a light brown loam ; 
and an odd peculiarity in this iiost is, that a space for the nost and for the 
lid has evidently been excavated (fig. 15) out of the sod or soil so as to allow 
of the lid opening back, which it does freely without spring, and remains 
open. 


Aet, XLIII. — Notes on some Changes in the Fauna of Otago, 

By R. Gillies, F.L.S. 

[Head before the Otago Institute, ll(/i September, 1877.] 

The writings of Darwin and others have made us familiar with the theory 
of natural selection, and given a new impetus and a definite meaning to the 
investigation of biological phenomena which previously were looked upon 
as isolated unrelated facts. Amidst all the turmoil and strife which tlio 
enunciation of this hypothesis provoked, perhaps there was nothing which 
excited less dispute than the assigning of the passing away of ancient 
races, and their being supplanted by new and more vigorous species, to the 
principle of the survival of the fittest, and there w^as no class of facts more 
freely and frankly admitted as such, than those which in such countries as 
Australia, South America, etc., demonstrate that the indigenous species 
have very quickly retired before and boon supplanted by foreign introduced 
forms. It may, therefore, seem almost superfluous to supplement these facts 
in any way. But 1 am iiicliuod to think that most people are not sufliciently 
imi)ressed with them, and hence fail to grasp their meaning. At any rate 
I am quite sure that to those who have seen and observed similar pheno- 
mena, these changes appeal with a cogency which, to tlio ordinary reader is 
a-wanting. The forms of life which we see around us now' in New Zealand 
are not the forms which peopled and clothed our hills and valleys, woods and 
plains, even a quarter of a century ago. The change, though rapid, and in 
some cases complete, has been silent and continuous, and hence has escaped 
observation, and it is only by casting the memoiy back to what was the 
state of matters years ago that w^e realize how much the conditions of things 
have changed. Hence it is, too, that a detailed and exact record of such 
changes is impossible, and that we even now find a diflSculty in obtaining 
such reliable data as is desirable for our x^'^rposc. Were it possible to 
foresee what forms wore likely to be modified or were becoming extinct, then 
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care oonld be taken so to conduct observations as to ensure results which 
could be tabulated with all the accuracy of numerical precision. But in 
the natm’e of the case this is impossible. We have changes going on now 
under our notice. Old forms gradually passing away, and new ones coming 
on the scene in their place, but who is to foretell what is doomed and what 
is to endure? No doubt much maybe done and is doing with a view to the 
future. But the irrecallable past is gone without the data being preserved 
which now we wish wo had, and it only remains for us to save the shreds 
and patches which linger in the memories of old settlers. These must 
necessarily bo imperfect, but, as the only thmg left to us, may not wholly 
be valueless, and to the younger generation growing up amidst the new 
order of things cannot bo entirely without intorost. It may be, too, that 
tlie following few scraps culled from my own experience and memory may 
bo the moans of inciting others possessed of fuller and better materials to 
put them on record in a simple form for what they are worth. Who knows, 
if this hint is acted upon, but wo may yet have a record of the past of our 
fauna and flora as complete as I am quite certain it would be startling in 
comparison with the present. 

I shall first refer to changes in our fauna, and, as tlio most practical 
and direct way of doing so, shall relate some facts connected with some that 
have passed or almost passed away — beginning with insects, then referring 
to a few birds, and then to the ojjly mammals existing as wild in my 
memory; referring at the same time to some new forms that have been 
introduced and are now prevalent everywhere. I shall then pass on to 
such marked cases in the flora of the country as have come under my own 
notice, treating them in the same way. I sliall tlien, if I have time, discuss 
some of tlie causes which have operated in producing the results referred to, 
and try to indicate in what directions our observations and efforts should bo 
directed in future. 

One of the greatest insect pests in Otago twenty-five years ago was what 
was called the common blow-fly — a large blue-bottle fly. It swarmed 
everywhere, and people now-a-days will hardly believe the trouble and 
annoyance which it gave to the early settlers. No woollen material could 
safely be left lying at rest for even a few minutes without running the risk 
of having the small white eggs of this fly deposited in large numbers and 
fixed in the fibres of the material by the glutinous envelope surroundhig 
them. A working man took off his blue serge shirt and threw it down 
carelessly (and every man in those days was a worluug man and wore a 
blue shirt), in a very short time when he went to pick it up he would 
discover to his annoyance and disgust that it was fly-blown, and not very 
long after he would find it a crawling mass of maggots. If in his fear of ilie 
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maggot Btftgo ho precipitately proccodccl to get rid of tlio eggs, he would 
soon discover that ho liad only succeeded in making matters ten times 
worse, for in his vain endeavours to rub or scrape off the eggs he was sure 
to burst most of them, tlic suitor sldii of which thereby became indelibly 
glued into the material, presenting f(»r ever after the disgusting appeai‘anco 
of a dirty wliite blotch or stain on the garment. Experience soon taught 
the early settlers that tho only ellVctual mode of remed^nng the evil was to 
wrap up the garuioiit till the eggs Avere hatched out into tho larval stage, 
when a smaii shake of the outspread garment at once freed it from all trace of 
the nuisance. The evil was always worst in warm damp weather, but it was 
not confined to siicli days, nor to woollen materials lying at rest in the open 
air. Foi* a long time it was absolutely noeessai y and commonly practised 
to wrap up all woollen inatiu'ials in close calico bags — oven the very blankets 
on beds had to ho rolled up and WTa])ped in calico soon after the night's 
repose, and it was rare in those days to sec blankets that Imd not been 
disfigured by tlio di;n\groo;il)le stains alluded to, for once the eggs were hurst 
there was no washing out of the mark afterwards. 

T am indebtcil to W. D. Murison, Esep, editor of tho “ Daily Times,’’ 
for the following note on this subject, and subsequent ones on other fauna, 
which I sliall read in their several places : — “ It was common to take the 
blankets from the bed in the morning, if (he weather was fiiia, and hang 
tliom over a rope. Tliey would not then bo ‘ blown,’ as there were no 
folds.” 

I remember on one occasion going on a fishing excursion to tlie Silver 
Stream, for in those days everybody was possessed with the fojid belief that 
New Zojiiaiid would heat the world for fishiiig or shooting, or, for tho 
matter of that, for any other Jiainral production to be found in any country 
on the face of the globe — one of our infantile illusions long since got rid of. 
It was a W’arm dam]) night, on whicli, according to all orthodox rules of tlio 
piscatorial art, wo ought to have liad plent}" of sport. But a drizzling rain 
and empty baskets sent us liomc in tho early morning only for mo to 
discover that my fine waterproof mohair overcoat, recently brought from 
homo and looked upon as an in valuable companion in a land of few 
accommodation -houses and no umbrellas, was one mass of maggots every- 
where. My iiioxporicnco made mo disgustedly pitch it on the dung-heap, 
from whence it never veappeavod, at any rate as a coat. Another instance : 
My father bought a property and run in tho Tokomairiro district in 1852. 
There was no possibility then of taking any wheeled vehicle from Dunedin, 
and hence all goods and provisions were shipped in small coasting craft 
and sent round by eca to tlio ^J'aieri mouth and landed at the head of the 
Waihola Lake. For in those primitive days it was officially impressed upon 
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all inteudiug emigrants that tlie fine natural waterways which traversed the 
Otago block were kind dispensations of Providence for the special benefit of 
the Free Church settlement not accorded to tho rival Church settlement in 
Canterbury, and which oflectually precluded tho necessity for such expensive 
new-fangled contrivances as railways. It is true that shipments of flour or 
goods generally have been known to be detained for months at the Heads 
waiting a fair wind; but time was not of much value then, and if settlers 
could not get their things, they had just to do without. Well, on one 
occasion we (my brothers and 1 ) licard that the boat Ijad been round and 
landed a lot of flour, sugar, etc., for us at the head of the lake. It so 
happened that it had been very wet weailicr, and the rivers and creeks wore 
flooded to such an extent that it was impossible to bring homo such com- 
modities on the sledge without great loss ; so one of us went down to tho 
lake with a largo woollen waggon-cover, exactly the same as those used by 
earners in tho old country. With this largo ]iew cover tlie goods wore all 
securely protected from rain at least, for from rats there was no escape. 
Unfortunately tho wet weather continued, and from tho lojjg rough herbage 
that everywhere covered the country the wattr was retained, so that it 
was six wrecks before the creeks hocamo Rulhciently low to brhig those 
goods homo. You may judge of our annoyance and disgust when wo went 
for them to find the large woollen cover one mass of rottenness crawling 
with maggots which had CJiten away yards of it, and reduced it all to a 
useless mass of rags. So common and prevalent were ilioso blow-flios that 
no damp or greasy surface was safe from them, even though not woollen, I 
have seen an iron crowbar that had been grasped by a greasy hand fly- 
blown in a very short time. As fi)r niultou or bcc?f it could scarcely bo 
placed stcamijig on the table before Ihoso ]K'sts would attack it, and it was 
rare in the summer time that you used your knife and fork without having 
to remove from the crevices of perfectly fresh and wholosomo meat the 
small living larva) of these flics. Many of you may think tliat this w-as bad 
housewifery, or that I am greatly exaggerating, but it is not so. A story 
used to bo told of an old lady at CHutha, who in her endeavours to keep 
cooked meat free of these pests, adopted tho plitn of putting it into a very 
lai'go tin kettle, but she soon found out it was of no use, for, as sho said, 
“ tho nasty things just ganged dowui the spout.*’ 

Mr. C. 11. Street tells mo that on one occasion, many 3 'oars ago, ho 
was out pig'huntijDg at tho back of Waro[)a bush along with a gentleman 
now holding a liigh judicial position in tho noiih, and that being unable 
to carry tlie pig wliicli they ha<l killed and disembowelled, they \verc com- 
pelled to drag it along some distance on the fern and grass. On looking 
back some one hundred yards they were astonished to sec tho broad track 
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formed by their dragging the oaroass ^totally black with millionB of blow- 
flUies, and not one on any other part of the ground or herbage.” Mr. 
Munson remarks: — “Comp ovens were almost the only hiding-place for 
cooked meat which were secure from the attacks of the blow-fly.” 

No person now can have any conception how numerous and unavoid- 
able these universal pests were. One strange and most fortunate thing 
was that those flies never attacked or laid their eggs in the wool, or any 
part of the living sheep. In Britain a similar fly is a terrible scourge to 
the flock-master, producing the fatal disease known as maggots or blow-fly, 
which will run through a flock in a short time, sometimes before it is 
noticed. It is easy to conceive what the result would have boon here with^ 
sheep roaming over the face of the rough country for months often un- 
shephevded. Sheep farming would have been an impossibility. But never 
in these years nor since, have I over come across or heard of a genuine ease 
of maggot running through a flock. Mr. Murison says ; — “ Sheep that wore 
‘ cast ’ were soon attacked by the blow-fly, but these were the only cases I 
tliink.” Now we may almost say that the blow-fly has disappeared. Its 
place in nature has been taken up by the smaller common house-fly, Muaca 
domesilca, a more annoying insect to a sleepy man in a hot summer day, but 
not at all so disgusting. In the days I have been speaking of there were no 
house-flies, but gradually they appeared, first in Dunedin, and were much 
talked about, thou stop by step, season after season, they extended in an 
over widening circle till they overspread the whole province, entirely 
supplanting, by the inexorable law of the survival of the fittest, the genuine 
old-identity blow-fly. 

Anotlmr insect pest which was very prevalent twenty-five years ago, 
and has now all hut disappeared everywhere, wmis the mosquito, Cuhx acei\ 
The mosquito was unknown in Great Britain, and all our ideas with 
rofercncG to it are associated with hot tropical climates, so that it may 
appear to many of you almost startling to say that, in the early days of 
Otago, the mosquito was a great nuisance in the summer time. Still it is 
true, they were met with everywhere, though certain situations and localities 
wore more notoiious than others for their depredations. These were mostly 
low-lying situations near bush or swamps, hut the tormenting pests were 
not by any means confined to such localities. During the summers of *62 
and ’68 I lived at the Waikari, near Dunedin, elevated some 600 feet above 
the level of the sea, and I well remember the dense clouds of mosquitos that 
used to congregate towards the ceilings of the rooms in the evening after 
the lamps were lit. Tliey never were bad for biting there, the principal 
annoyance being the singing noise, which constantly kept one in nervous 
dread of an impending onslaught. But in the Toieri Plain tlie settlers did 
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not escape bo easily, and dire tales of unrest and suffering were constantly 
recounted by hapless wights who had to spend a night anywhere on the 
great Taieri swamp, as it was termed in those days. There was a totara- 
bark house in the bush at the Taieri village, kiiown as Milne’s accom- 
modation-house, that was noted far and wide for mosrpiitos ; and amidst 
the wondrous tales of adventure and discomfort which every traveller in 
those days had to tell, the nocturnal sufferings endured, and the expedients 
tried, to escape from the mosquitos at Milne’s accommodation-house, always 
bore a prominent part. The Tokomairiro Plain, on the other hand, was 
never considered bad for mosquitos, though up near the bush there wore 
always plenty of them. The Molyneux Island, on the otlier hand, was 
notoriously bad; but it must bo borne in mind that in those days this 
Ultima Thule of the Otago block was classic ground for all the wild tales 
of hair-breadth escapes, privations, and adventures that could possibly 
fall to the lot of a New Zealand colonist. But you must not suppose 
that I wish you to think the tales about mosquitos were mytliical. I 
will come to actual facts within my own experience and observation. In 
the years 1866-8, before the country was settled, I was engaged as a 
government officer surveying the Waihopai, New Hiver, and Mataura 
Plains trigonometrically, and of course lived entirely in tents. The 
mosquitos were, I can assure you, anything but myths, especially on 
the New Biver. On retiring to our tents in the evening, we tried to 
get rid of them by burning green branches, cow-dung, or anything that 
would make a dense smoke to drive them out, and then quickly and 
carefully closing up the curtain of the tout cmleavonred to pop off to sleep 
before they made good their entrance again. But, alas ! we soon found 
that the chances of success were small indeed, for those that had fallen 
stupefied to the ground with the smoke soon revived, and the first noise of 
the singing of their wings was the signal for the breaking out of an infernal 
chorus from all tliose that had been secreted about the blankets and fern 
forming our beds, who all sallied forth with bloodthirsty energy to revenge 
the retreat of tlieir fellows upon the now prostrate and passive foe. TJien, 
if “tired nature’s sweet restorer” had not already “imid his ready visit,” 
good-bye to “ balmy sleep.” So intolerable and incessant uas the nuisance 
that at last I hit upon a plan which coinidetely baffled them, and I could 
go to sloop with myriads buzzing round me and awake in the morning 
unharmed. For the benefit of all travellers, I must tell you what it was. 
In the first place I wrapped myself round in an opossum rug with the 
skinny side out. This they could not penetrate through, for it is a fact 
that they will penetrate through ordinary blankets. For the ])rotection of 
my head and fwe, which, of course, had to be outside the rug, and were the 
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most vulnerable points, I took a piece of stiff drawing-paper and bent it over 
my head in the form of the old scoop-bonnets of our grandmothers, I then 
took a large piece of mosquito netting, and put it all over my head and face, 
and tied it firmly round my nock below tlio level of where the opossum rug 
was tucked in. In this way tlio netting did not inconvenience me in 
breathing, and was kept sullicieutly far oil* my face to prevent my enemies 
stinging through it. For two siimmors I constantly lay down to sleep with 
this paraphernalia on jny liead, and I can assure you if yon had looked in 
on me you would have thought me a very comical sight, but what matter 
about that, it secured mo repose. Not so, however, my poor men, who had 
no mosquito netting. Many a night when I have liai)pened to awake have 
I heard them tumbling about hi tho adjoining tent swearing at those 
mosquitos. And in the morning, to see them turn out haggard and weary, 
with perhaps an eye almost closed up or cheek swollen to undue propor- 
tions with tlie onslaught made on them during tho night, I confess it 
required a harder nature than mine to refrain from pitying them. Though 
I must say they always made light of it, but then, in the early days, there 
was a romance in everything which made men glory in difficulties and 
discomlbrts, and oven make fun of hunger and risk of life. I remember one 
season on tho New Kiver I had a new chum, fresh landed from the ship, as a 
chaiimiau. That man was such a martyr to mosquitos that ho always slept 
during the whole summer with all his clothes on him even to his very boots. 
He suffered so much that I would have discharged him had it not been that 
lie was a first-class liand. Extraordinary though. this may appear to you, 
it can bo verified, for tho man is alive to this day, and can be found as a 
successful settler not far from Invercargill. 

It may seem almost ridiculous for me to tell you that fleas, Pulejs 
irritant, were much more numerous in the early days of tho settlement than 
they are now, for you will be sure at once to jump to tho conclusion that 
that was owing to the necessarily semi-savago habits of the first settlers and 
to their contact with the Maoris. No doubt, aa better houses were built 
and more civilized liabits became possible, these insect posts had not the 
same chance as before, but this docs not account foi; all the change. The 
Maoris, too, with their pigs and their dogs can, in otlier parts of New 
Zealand, account for a great deal of what was in those days, the epecial 
characterhtic of New Zealand, but inasmuch as there never were many 
Maoris here, and they wore liardly or ever employed or kept about tho 
settlers’ premises, this cause had practically no existence here. And yet, 
go where you liked, in town or country, the fleas were masters of the situa- 
tion, and were more talked about than even tho Crimean woi*. The whole 
face of tho country was covered everywhere with a dense impenetrable 
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thicket of herbage, principally fern, tutu, and flax, and before this was 
burnt you could not lie down or go amongst it anywhere without being 
covered with fleas. Groat differences of opinion used to exist as to whether 
these fleas were tlie true genumeflea (Puh^x irritam), and there is no doubt 
they were not so active nor so bloodthirsty and irritating as their brethren, 
which infested all domiciles alike. About these latter there was no room 
for doubt, for there was no lack of energy about them, and no difference in 
their bloodthirsty predatory habits. I remember, on one occasion, camping 
out close to the west end of the West Taieri Bush, and after a night of 
energetic wakefulness following on a day of weary travel on foot with a 
heavy swag, killing hundreds of them in our blankets when we turned out 
in the morning. More than onco I have seen, on entering a hut that bad 
been shut up for a few hours, one’s white moleskin trousers become gradually 
blacker and blacker with the innumerable fleas that swarmed on to the white 
object on the floor. The same kind friend to whom I have already alluded, 
sends mo the following on this subject: — ‘‘In confirmation of what you say 
about the fieas, I may state that in the summer of 1856-57 I was one of 
several occupants of a bark hut on an island in the Molyneux Eiver. The 
floor of the hut was the greyish-blue sand which is everywhere to bo seen 
on the banks of the river, and it formed an excellent harbour for the fleas, 
which were exceedingly abundant and very troublesome. On one occasion, 
being cook for the day, I became so irritated by their bites when I was 
working before the fire that I took off my canvas trousers, turned them out- 
side in and ran my two thumb nails along the lining, destroying all that did 
not jump away. The tally of slaughtered ones was seventy -six ^ but many 
more than that must have escaped. An hour after my anathemas were once 
more botli loud and deep.” I could recall many circumstances to prove 
how extremely prevalent the fleas then were, but it would extend tins paper 
to an undue length, and 1 believe it is quite unnecessary, as the fact will 
not be questioned. After the rough herbage, especially the fern, was burnt 
onco or twice this insect pest almost disappeared, or at any rate became 
confined to its legitimate purpose in nature, that of a punishment for the 
want of cleanly household habits. I am not aware that anything else has 
taken the place occupied by this insect in the economy of nature, but its 
extinction (or reduction rather within proper bounds) has been brought 
about not by competition with other forms, but by tlie agency of firo. 

The Aphis lanifera^ or American blight on apple trees, is an insect which 
was quite unknown here for many years after the settlers had gardens ; but 
when it first appeared, which I think must have been about fifteen or 
twenty years ago, it spread everywhere with most marvellous rapidity. 
So also did another insect of the same kind, wliich attacked the large 
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Omcifene, cabbage^ cauliflower, turnip, etc., about the same time, and was 
not previously known in tlie country. 

But blow-flies, mosquitos, and fleas wore not the only insect nuisances 
which the early settlors had to endure. For pertinacity and genuine 
sanguinary annoyance I think I will back the New Zealand sand-fly against 
them all. Near the beach, especially a sandy beach, or on the edge of a 
bush, those insects swarmed in millions; and in warm close weather, just 
before rain, their attacks wore most ferocious and venomous. They wore 
considered very good indicators of the weather, for settlers used to say, “ It 
will bo rain to-day, for the sand-flies are biting!” So numerous and 
ferocious were they, tliat even Captain Cook specially refers to them as 
being peculiarly harassing during liis visit to Dusky Bay in this province. 
IIo says (p. 881) : The most mischievous animals here are the small black 
sand-flics, which are very numerous and so troublesome that tliey exceed 
everything of the kind I ever mot -with. Wherovor they bite they cause a 
swelling, and such an intolerable itching that it is not possible to refrain 
from scratching, wliich at last brings on ulcers like the small-pox.” And 
in a book of siichdry ofticial details as the “ New Zealand Pilot,” p. 261, it 
is stated : — The sand-flics noticed by Cook are of a most virulent kind, and 
it was with gi’cat difficulty that the necessary astronomical observations on 
shore could bo made by the officers of H.M.S. “Acheron,” who were 
frequently compelled to take refuge from their torments among the thick 
foliage a sliort distance from the beach, where, strange to say, they do 
not penetrate; these plagues invariably left the vessel at dusk, and did 
not reappear until the following daylight.” This refers to some of the 
West Coast Sounds, where no doubt they are still numerous ; but many 
times in other parts of the province, when observing important trigono- 
metrical stations with a theodolite, and consequently unable to defend 
myself, I have seen my hands and face one mass of blood from the 
inveterate attacks of these insects. Now, you will scarcely ever hear of the 
sand-fly, and no doubt many new colonists don’t know what it is. My belief 
is that the climate of this province (at least the eastern portion of it) is now 
very much drier than it was, and that this accounts in a largo measure for^ 
tlie almost total disappearance of the sand-fly — a result* certainly not to be 
regretted. 

Passing on to birds : the parrakoet, Phiycercus nova-zealandtaf still lives 
amongst us and enlivens the bush with its “ twitter-twitter ” and with its 
beautiful green plumage and rounded head, but as compared witli the 
numbers which swarmed in every bush in the early days, it may be said to 
be almost extinct. To say that they were continually to bo seen in flocks 
of hundreds gives you a very faint idea of the extreme prevalence of this 
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bird everywhere. Early settlers whose cultivations were in the bush (and 
almost all cultivation in the early days was oonliuod to bush clearing) had 
always the greatest difficulty in saving thoir crops of wheat. For this lively 
roguish little bird defied all scarecrows, and even shooting them was found 
to be an endless and expensive job, for, though a few might be killed at a 
shot, the flock just rose and settled down again immediately a fe^ yards 
off. I have known patches of wheat rendered utterly valueless by this now 
harmless bird; so rare and scarce have they become that I notice that 
country settlers near bush now have quite a warm side to the little green 
parrakeet and often make household pets of thorn. 

The kaka (Nestor rnerulioyialis)^ too, is a parrot that has almost passed 
away. In the early days they were always abundant everywhere, and were 
constantly shot for the pot by the settlors. At certain seasons they lived 
on the black pine-berries, and their presence on any tree could always be 
detected by the cracking of the stones of the berries overhead and the falling 
of tlie broken shells, even though the usually noisy screeching kaka was 
sitting close and still. In such a case it was almost always possible to 
secure as many as you wanted, even though there was only one on the tree 
or in sight, for all you had to do was so to fire as only to wound the first 
one, when ho would set up such a screccliing and cawing as would soon 
assemble all the kakas for miles round, when you could knock over as many 
as you wanted. Though always obtainable, the kaka was more plentiful at 
certain times than others, but whether ho migrated or not, or where ho 
migrated to, I know not. It was a general belief amongst early settlers 
that the kaka did migrate — it was thought to the woods on the west 
coast — but no authentic information was ever obtained that I have hoard 
of. Some years they appeared in the settled parts of the province in 
flocks positively of hundreds. One year especially I remember (I think 
it must have been 1855 or 1850), they came in such numbers as to 
amount almost to a plague. Nor did they confine themselves to the 
bush, but everywhere, in open or in bush alike, on stacks, on fences, or 
on the ridges of houses, you would see them perched in rows as close as 
tliey could sit. I have seen them sitting on a post-and-rail fence in 
the Tokomairiro Plain so close together, that new arrivals had to fight 
for perching-room, and by shooting along the lino of a fence you could 
knock over half-a-dozen at a shot. The destruction which they caused that 
year to stacks and to thatched houses, tearing them open wdth their power- 
ful bills, was sometliiug enormous. I remember settlers used to discuss 
how they wore to protect their property against this serious post, which it 
was believed would increase every year as the area of grain culture 
extended. But curiously enough, the following year to that there were 
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i^ost no kakaSy and they have never been so numerous sinoq.' I have 
often tried to account for this sudden increase and as sudden decrease, but 
have only succeeded in making guesses which wore dismissed almost as soon 
as discussed. On the east coast of the province it may be said this parrot 
has all but disappeared now ; I have not seen one alive for years. Mr. 
Muriepn writes mo : — “ The beginning of 1801 was the greatest season for 
kakas I ever knew. I was then living in the Waikouaiti district, and for a 
time the birds became quite a post to the settlers. They have not made 
their appearance in numbers since.** 

The beautiful New Zealand pigeon (Carpophaga nova-zcnlandia) is a bird 
which we must all regret has almost passed away. It is rare, indeed, to 
SCO it anywhere even in places whicli used to be its favourite haunt. The 
patches of low evergreen bush in which the fuchsia tree flourishes, near 
Dunedin and along the seaboard, wore the places where tlie pigeon loved to 
dwell, and where they could always bo obtained in the early days. No 
settlor then need ever want for a rich supper, and the poor pigeons were 
slaughtered somewhat iudiscriininatoly. It used to bo a common recipe 
amongst early settlers, that it took fourteen pigeons and one kaka parrot to 
make good soup. After making every allowance, however, for this whole- 
sale slaughter, I am inclined to thiuk that it docs not wholly account for 
the almost total disapperaanco of the pigeon. Naturalists are aware that 
though the order Columhee is cosmopolitan in its range, yet tlie Australian 
region is richer in it than any other zoological area in the world, possessing 
nearly double the genera and species of any other region. This is accounted 
for by the fact tliat it is, to a large extent, an insular region, and has no 
monkeys or other arboreal quadrupeds which feed largely on eggs or young 
birds, the pigeon being a bird that builds a rude exposed nest, and whoso 
young remain defenceless for a long time. This, I think, gives us the key 
to the disappearance of our pigeon, viz., that it is to the great increase in 
domestic and wild cats that we are indebted in a large measure for the 
change. 

The quail (Cotumix mra-zealandwj is another native bird, extremely 
plentiful in the open grass laaids in the early days, but now so rare as to bo 
valuable as a museum specimen. It is really difficult now to realize how 
plentiful these birds were. You could not walk far in the country, especially 
if you had a dog at your foot, without raising one here and another there. 
Dogs seemed to take to hunting them naturally, and made sad havoc 
amongst them, for Uiey could not at any time fly far. Shepherds and 
flockmasters found it a very difficult thing to train young sheep-dogs 
aright, for in spite of no end of thrashing, when a young dog was sent out 
after sheep the temptation was too great for him, and ** he would go 
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after these quails.” Colonel Wakefield, in his official report to the directors 
of the New Zealand Company upon this part of New Zealand before the 
settlers arrived, gives special prominence to the fact that “ quails ai'e 
plentiful over all the downs and in the plains adjoining and would bo more 
so but for the hawks and kites. Hereafter it will become the business of 
the Scottish sportsman to give rewards for their destruction.” But a more 
relentless foe than oven the dogs or hawks and kites was at hand to sweep 
away the Now Zealand quail. The tremendous conflagrations, which every- 
where overspread tlio country for years after the first settlers came, pretty 
nearly annihilated the quail. There was no escape for it, for it could only 
fly a short distance, whilst the rapidity and extent of these grand prairie 
fires left no chance of escape. This result was not noticed or perliaps 
thought of at the tune, but when the short herbage began to reclothe the 
face of nature it was soon discovered that the quail had disappeared. I 
doubt very much if it could have survived in the now bare shelterless as])cct 
of the country, and I question, too, whetlier such imported birds as tlie 
partridge or even the pheasant will increase very mucl\ until such time as 
more shelter is provided, and I am quite sure if tlie Acclimatiijation Society 
wish to make their efforts a success they will have to limit in some way the 
iudiscriminate destruction of these birds which is now apparently legally 
can-ied on. 

The native ducks of various sorts have not by any means suffered so 
severely as many other forms, but oven they are not at all so plentiful as 
they wore in the early days. One instance will suffice to show this : — In 
the early days, if a person had to make the journey between the Bluff and 
Invercargill on foot — and it was only on foot that ho could make it tlieii — 
ho would have to ford a tidal creek known as Duck Creek. If the tide was 
in when ho came to it, he would have to wade pretty well up to liis chin — 
and of course with his clothes tied in a bundle on his head. It was a com- 
mon and notorious thing to warn travellers in such circumstances always 
to carry a short stick with them in crossing this creek to ward ofl' the ducks, 
which wore so numerous and so bold as to bo troublesome. Of course I do 
not vouch for the statement that they did attack people ; they certainly did 
not attack me, and I had occasion often to cross ; but, though an exaggera- 
tion, it certainly was current and believed in by many, and is of this much 
value to us, that it could never have been originated unless the ducks 
existed there in immense numbers and were peculiarly tame. I have 
myself come across scores of nests of the grey duck {Anas superciliofia)^ 
coutaining generally about a dozen eggs, amongst tlio tussock grass that 
then waved luxuriantly over the Southland plains. It is a rare tiling now 
for anyone to find a grey duck's nest. Two years ago I found one in the 
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gorge of the Awamoko Bivor perohed high np on a ledge on the face of a 
rocky precipice, where in the early days they never would bo founds 

Most of the birds I have referred to are shy and wild, and it is possible 
may have been driven back from tlie settled districts into the wilder and 
more uninhabited parts, though I do not think so. But the weka, or wood- 
hen {()cinJlro)7ms ausiralis), is a bold bird, and is extremely tame, delighting 
to haunt the environs of a camp and pick up refuse of all sorts about human 
habitations. It is rare indeed now to see its dignified stride or the odd 
sedate meditative nod of its head near a settler’s dwelling, even in the 
country; whereas, even in Dunedin and its neighbourhood in the early 
days, no sooner did the evening shadows begin to close in than the peaceful 
calm which always set in after the habitual blow of a New Zealand day 
was sure to bo broken by the peculiar call of the weka from every ferny 
brake and bushy doU. The lonely traveller then, camping out at the side 
of a bush, after liaving lit liis fire and put on his bUly, could always 
count on securing his supper by imitating their “ cluck, clucking ” cry, and 
without the botlier of fire-arms, knocking tliom over by means of a stick 
with a rod rag on the end of it. But, alas! fire and dogs have done 
their work all too effectually, and it looks very like as if the weka will soon 
be a bird of tho past. Mr. Murison says; — ** Wood-hens, I am told by a 
friend, are at present very plentiful in South Canterbury, where he says 
they will prove for some time a serious drawback to the successful 
acclimatization of the pheasant and partridge.” Ho further says : — 
Tho pukeko or swamp -turkey was unknown in the interior twenty 
years ago, and to tho best of my belief was not then soon beyond ton miles 
inland. About 1802 it made its appearance among the swamps of tho 
Maniototo Plains, and since then it has spread rapidly throughout tho 
adjoiiiing districts.” 

Tho rapidity with which certain introduced species of birds have spread 
over the country and increased in countless numbers is something mar- 
vellous. The wax-eye f Zosterups lateralis) was quite unknown for many 
years after tlie first settlors came, and now it swarms wherever thero is a 
tree or a bush, in numbers only exceeded by tlie sparrow in the home 
country. It is believed to be of Australian origin; but tlie home birds 
introduced by the Acclimatization Society have also increased in a most 
wonderful ratio. It is only necessary for one to mention the starling 
(Slurnus rulyaris) in tho open country, and tho chaffinch (FringiUa emUhs) 
in the neighbourhood of bush, to convince you of this. 

As to mammals, Captain Cook, in his Second Voyage, states (p. 880 ) : — 
For three or four days after wo arrived in Pickersgill Harbour, and as we 
were clearing the woods to sot up our tents, etc., a four-footed animal was 
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seen by throe or four of our people ; but as no two gave the same description 
of it, I cannot say of what kind it is ; all, however, agreed that it was about 
the size of a cat with short Jogs and of mouao-colour ; one of the seamen, and 
he who had the best view of it, said it had a bushy tail and was the most 
like a jackall of any animal he knew. The most probable cojijecture is, that 
it is of a new species; be this as it may, ive are now certain that this country 
is not so destitute of quadrupeds as was once thought.’' Nothing answerable 
to tliis animal has since been discovered, and the only mammals existing 
in tliis part of New Zealand when the settlers arrived were the rat, the wild 
pig, and the wild dog. The first of these — the rat ( Mas decumanus) was 
met with everywhere in great numbers. It was not confined to tlie neigh- 
bourhood of the settlements — Maori or wdialing — but wherever you x^itched 
your camp away in the wilderness, whore never human foot before trod, 
there rats were found as abundant as near the settlers’ homes. I remember 
distinctly on one occasion riding after a mob of cattle on a flat in the Taiori 
Plain near Otohiro in the year 1852, and seeing the rats running hero and 
there in all directions from the horse’s feet. AVlicn a now settler settled 
anywhere alone, the rats for a time w'ore a perfect xH?8t to him. They stole 
everything x)ortable from him even to his candle-moulds, but after ii time 
they became loss and less numerous, and though they never disappeared 
wholly, yet nowhere in the country do rats swarm as they did in the early 
days. For years I was accustomed to camx) out in now country miles away 
from any human being, but there wore always plenty of rats. On account 
of the dampness of the soil wo used to make our fern or grass bods, if 
possible, on a bottom layer of dry branches, and we got so accustomed to 
the rats that we never felt inconvenienced by feolijig them running below 
us through the branches or even over the top of us as we lay in bed. So 
tame were they that Avhen the candle was lit in the tent they would come 
peering in at the door or under the curtain looking at yon straight in tlie 
face with their earnest sharp gaze, and would only go when you shied 
something at them ; they were not long in returning. On more than one 
occasion I have been present wlion men awoke witli a rat lying right across 
their throat — wo sujiposed for the sake of the warnitli. There has been a 
great deal of discussion as to v» hother tho rat of those day-^ was the same 
species as the rat of to-day, or was what has been called the Maori rat. It 
is impossible now to determine ; tliis much is certain, tliat people then never 
thought of it as the same as the home rat, but always spoke of it as tlie 
native rat, and there is no doubt the rat of those days was not so ferocious 
in his habits nor so timid and wild as the rat tliat abounds now. My own 
belief is that they were essentially different animals but of course in the 
absence of any exact information such a belief goes for nothing. 
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The gradual disappearance of tile rat was accompanied by the appear* 
once and gradual increase of the mouse {Mm mmcnlm) and it was a common 
saying that the mice were driving the rats out. It is quite certain that 
there were no mice in Otago in 1852, but a year W perhaps two years after 
they were noticed in Dunedin first, Laving probably boon imported in 
merchandise or in boxes. They increased rapidly and soon spread into the 
Toieri. Their further progress was marked by distinct stages. For a long 
time they seemed to be stopped by the Taieri River, as there were plenty so 
for, but none beyond. After a time they wore heard of at Waihola and 
they then quickly overran the Tokomairiro Plain to Uie river — then stopped 
for a short time, when they appeared all over the district to the Clutha 
River. It was a considerable time before they were known of across that 
large stream, and for some time longer before the Molyneux Island was 
touched by them. A good story used to be told in those days about a 
certain merchant who imported in a vessel called the “ Titan a lot of mouse- 
traps, but as there were no mice in the country the traps lay on his shelves 
decidedly bad stock, of use only for small wits to joke about. However, in 
about one or two years after the mice appeared, and the traps being the 
only ones in the market sold readily at a premium. Ill natured people used 
to say that having imported the traps the mice were afterwards brought in 
order to sell them, but my own belief is that it was only another instance 
of a far-seeing individual forecasting the wants and necessities of a new 
country, and providing for them long before any one else would ever tliink 
of them ! At any rate the story is worth recording now as evidence that 
mice w^ero not here before the date I have named above. 

It must strike many of you as startling to say that only thirty years ago 
tlie flaxy hills and hollows which are now covered by the city of Dunedin 
were the regular hunting grounds of the Maoris and whalers resident at the 
heads for the wild pig (Sas scrofaj And there are plenty of old settlers 
still amongst us who have hunted and caught wild pigs within the city ^ 
boundaries. Even four-and-twenty years ago I have hunted them not far 
from the Half-way Bush. I remember on one occasion a large party of us 
went out to the back of Flagstaff Hill and in two days killed about seventy 
pigs, young and old. In various parts of the country I have seen them in 
herds of scores at a time, but they soon disappeared whenever the country 
became settled. I have had in my possession, and scon in the possession 
of settlors the tusks of very old boars that must have lived for many years 
where they were obtained, showing clearly that the pigs were not merely 
surplus stock escaped from the settlers and gone wild but genuine old 
Maori pigs. In f^t the long pointed snout, long legs, and nondescript 
colours of the true wild pig showed them to be quite a different breed from 
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the settlers’ imported pig. Their flesh, too, tasted qiiite different from 
pork, being more like venison than anything else. But pigdiuntiug, tlio 
New Zealand sport of sports, has long become only a tradition of the past. 

So, too, the wild dog (Canis familiaris) is now unknown. For some 
years after the settlers arrived here the wild dog was the terror of the flock- 
mastor, and the object of his inveterate hostility. The damage anstainod 
by many settlors was very groat, and rewards were offered and paid f')r the 
destruction of this predatory animal. It was not always or liabitually that 
the ivild dog attacked the flocks, for even where there were numbers of 
them weeks would go past without the loss of any sheep, and this shows 
that they must have had other moans of subsistence wliich they depended, 
principally upon, and which they must, indeed, have entirely depended 
upon before the introduction of sheep by the settlers into the country. But 
when the peculiar wiiil or how’l of the wild dog was hoard in the still night 
air, a sound wliich I cannot describe to yon, but having somothiiig pecnliai-ly 
weird and unearthly about it, quite different from the howl of any ordinary 
dog, and one which once hoard by juu! could never be forgotten, then the 
shepherds with tlioir dogs and guns had to turn out and save the defenceless 
flock. Most ex-citing accounts wore sometimes told of the hunting of tlieso 
wild dogs, for it was a curious fact that, as a rule, they ran from any tame 
dog, and that tamo dogs, as a rule, would follow and attack them with all 
their masters’ antipathy. Of course tlioi’o were exceptions; where, for 
instance, a wild dog happened to bo, as sometimes was the case, a pig dog 
of the bull-terrier breed gone wild from tlie Maori or whaling settlements. 
But the bulk of the wild dogs were not domestic animals gone wild, but the 
true old ^faori wild dog, 1 know that this statement will bo questioned by 
many who Jiave never believed that there were genuine old-identity wild 
dogs in New Zealand before Eiuopoans brought them liere, even though 
Captain Cook, in liis first voyage to New Zealand, p. 184, states : — “In this 
country there are no quadrupeds but dogs and rats, at least wo saw no other, 
and the rats are so scarce that many of us never saw them. The dogs live 
vrith the peoiile who bro<Hl them for no other purpose than to eat ; there 
might indeed bo quadrupeds tluit wo did not see ; but this is not probable 
because the chief pride of the natives with respect to their dress is in the 
skins and hair of such animals as they have, and we never saw the skin of 
any animal about them, but those of dogs and birds.” But the fact of their 
existence is now pretty well settled, first by the fact of actual specimens of 
two having been shot some years ago at tlie Wjmdham, and their skeletons 
preserved now in the British Mnsoum, and the skin of one of them in the 
Colonial Museum, and by the fact of the finding of the remains of a dog 
in Taranaki some niuetoen feet below the surface, as detailed in a paper by 

p1 
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Dr. Hector in the last volume of the “ Transactions.” And all these 
specimens agree pretty well in their general characters and ** are unlike any 
other of the many breeds of dog with which we are familiar.” At any rate, 
whatever their brood, tliero is no doubt that they were invariably the first 
and most pressing danger which the squatter liad to encounter in going out 
beyond the lines of settlement and taking up new country, into whatever 
part of the province lie liappened to go. Now tlie wild dog is certainly 
extinct. 

But though now saved from this scourge, the runholder has to do battle 
with a more serious thougli less ferocious enemy. It is a matter of notoriety 
the rapidity and universality witli which the rabbit (Ijqms cunkiilm) has 
overspread the province, and the tremendous loss which it is now entailing 
upon many runholdcrs. Not many years ago there were no i^abbits known 
as wild in the province, and you have only to look to various official 
documents, including the Ropoi-t of a Special Commission, appointed by 
Government to advise on the subject, to bo satisfied to what a serious extent 
they liave muliipliod. Those documents contain full and ample information 
on the subject, and render it unnecessary for me here to do anything more 
than merely refer to this as one of the most extensive changes that has 
taken place in our fauna. 

I cannot, however, refrain from expressing an opinion, which I have 
mentioned more than once before at our meetings, that if our settlers were 
a little more careful in protecting the weka or native wood-hen, OcydvornuB 
australis, they would find in ifc one of the mo»st effectual checks to the undue 
increase of the rabbit, mainly, of course, by its entering the breeding 
burrows and destroying the young. 

At the beginning of this paper I proposed to pass on now to the con- 
sideration of some marked changes in the flora of the province which have 
been specially observed by me, and then to have discussed somo of the 
general questions involved in the facts put before you with a view to the 
elucidation of the hues along whicli our observations in future ought to be 
directed, but my narrative has taken more of a popular character than I at 
first intended, and has already extended to such an undue length that I 
must leave these for somo future time. 

Appendix. 

Note on the Wild Dog. By W. D. Mueison. 

It was in the early part of 1858 that I first learned that wild dogs existed 
in numbers in the interior. I had previously hoard of losses of sheep from 
dogs on the few rinis then taken up on the coast, but it was never clearly 
known that these were occasioned by the animal which we afterwards knew 
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as the ** wild dog.'* In 1868 my brother and I took up country in the Manio* 
toto Plains, and decided upon stocking it with sheep as soon as possible. 
Wo selected the Shag Valley as the route by which to approach the interior, 
and it took us several months to form a track before our bullock di'ay could 
roach the plains. The furthest back settler at that time was Mr. Charles 
Hopkinson, whose station was on the spot at Waihemo upon which Colonel 
Kitcliener’s house is now buUt. Mr. Hopkinson, who had visited the plains, 
was of opinion that the wild dogs would bo found to bo very troublesome to 
the sheep, and he advised us to get kangaroo dogs for tlxe purpose of keeping 
them down. Those we were fortunate enough to obtain, and they proved 
of infinite service to us as hunters. In the spring of 1858 we encountered 
the first wild dog when camped at the Swinbnrn on the cast side of the 
Maniototo Plains. He was soon brought down by the kangaroos, one of 
which had tasted dingo blood in Australia. This particular wild dog was 
yellow in colour, and so was the second wo killed, but the bulk of those 
ultimately destroyed by us were black and white, showing a marked mixture 
of the collie. The yellow dogs looked like a distinct breed. They were low 
sot with short prick ears, broad forehead, sharp snout, and bushy tail. 
Indeed, those acquainted with the dingo professed to see little difference 
between that animal and the New Zealand yellow wild dog. It may bo 
remarked, however, that most of the other dogs wo killed, although variously 
coloured, i^oasessed nearly all the other characteristics of the yellow dog. 

The wild dog, of course, at once proved himself to he the natural enemy 
of the sheep. Fortunately, ho^vover, during the two years which marked 
then* presence in the district, wo sustained no very great loss from his 
ravages. This was duo partly to the constant watchfulness of the shepherds 
and to the circumstance of the flocks being depastured on comparatively 
level country. The wild dogs were generally to bo met witli in twos or 
throes; they fed chiefly on quail, ground larks, young ducks, and 
occasionally on pigs. On one occasion, wlien riding through the Ida-burn 
Valley we came across four wild dogs baiting a sow and her litter of young 
oifes in a dry tussocky lagoon. To our annoyance, our own dogs joined in 
the attack upon the sow, and the wild dogs got away without our getting 
one of them. We invariably found, however, when hunting the wild dog 
on a scent that our kangaroos w’ould leave it, if crossed by the fresh scent 
of a wild pig. 

That the yellow dog already referred to is the remnant of a breed which 
has existed in New Zealand, I think there can be no doubt. In addition to 
the ovidenco which has already been brought to bear in proof of this 
supposition, I may mention that, about twelve years ago, the jaw-bone of 
a dog was found in an old Maori oven, some few hundred yards from our 
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liomestoacl, at the foot of Roughridge. Tlio ovon must liavo been protty 
old, as it was covered by about a foot of silt, and the bone in question was 
amongst a quantity of moa bones, fragments of moa egg-shell, and chert 
flakes. This interesting relic is now in the Colonial Museum at Wellington^ 
In conclusion, let me add that I have now before me an old note-book 
containing a record of the dogs killed by our party in our pioneer days. 
The entries wore made at the time. In all we destroyed fifty-two, thirty-one 
of which were males and twenty-one females. The first was killed at 
Swinburji on tlie 28tb September, 1H58, the last on the banks of the Upper 
Taieri on the 10th December, 18G0. By far the greater number were killed 
on tlie Roughridge side of the plains. 


Art. XLIV . — The DnnctHn Fish Supply, By P. Tfiomson. 

[licitd before the Otuffo InKtitntt\ Ith Aiifpisty 1877. J 
In coiiiplianco with the request of the president and members of the Society, 
when I read the former paper on the subject last August, I now lay before 
you the result of my observations for the year ejiding Gist July last. I 
may state that my ijiformation was obtained in the same way as previously, 
by taking notes of the various fishes exposed for sale in town, in boats at 
the jetties, enquiries at Port Chalmers, etc. 

The local fishing tralo may be rcjircscntcd as follows Dming the 
year eight boats, employ ijig twenty- four men, have been employed in the 
fishing outside the Hoads ; while twelve boats, employing twenty-four men, 
have been engaged in the seine fishing in Otago harbour and the adjoining 
inlets. This is indepeiuleiit of Stewwt Island, whore a number of cutters 
are engaged in the trade. 

Tlio supply lias boon pretty steady all through the year, though 
occasionally, wlioii a term, more or less long, of stormy weather occurred, 
a scarcity would be felt. Tlie Southland steamers often fetch to Dunedin a 
few boxes of fish, mostly blue cod, trumpeter, and moki, which abound in the 
bays of Stewart Island. In January last three new boats left 'this port for 
tlio trade there ; and only the otlier day a fine new boat of fouHeen tons was 
launched at Port CJialmers for the prosecution of the outside fishing trade. 

The complaint of small fish has been made again and again. This is 
particularly the case with flounders, which are brought to market of a 
ridiculously small size. Very juvenile red cod are frequently caught by the 
jgeiners in lai-go quautiticH, Some regulation as to the size of fish exposed 
"lor sale ought to bo speedily made, in order to prevent their complete 
extermination. All under a certain size, on being caught, should be 
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retiurned to tlio water. In talking this matter over with one of tlio dealers, 
with a number of specimens before us, a size of flounder was considered, 
and in his opinion, in wdiich I quite concurred, all below eight inches in 
length from snout to tail should be rejected. Fish under this size are 
really not worth the trouble of cooking. Complaints as to other fishes are 
not 80 often made, even tlio rod cod, though caught very sraall, being 
available for table use in a smoked state. 

This latter mode of preserving lisli is pretty generally used both in 
Dunedin and Port Chalmers, and large quantities of barracouta, ling, moki, 
trumpeter, blue cod, and rod cod arc cured and sent up country and to 
other towns for consumption. Some curing is also done in the southern 
district. This is a trade that is yet in its infancy, a very extensive market 
lying open for occupation, both in this and other colonies. The herring is 
cured extensively at Picton, and sold everywhere as hloatcrs ; and it must 
bo admitted they taste inucli like the real Yarmouth article. TIjg mullet, 
wliicli is common in Otago, and somotlmcs called herring, docs not cure so 
well, as it is generally very fat, and consequcuily does not keep. 

The table given below contains the name's of the fishes, and the number of 
days they wore in the market during the year, from 1st August, 1870 to the 
Olst July, 1877, both inclusive, with the juimber of days on which there 
wore no fish. 

Froui the figures in the table it will be scon tliat the supply has been 
ranch more steady and liberal than during last year. TIukS is in a measure 
due to the pretty regular sliipments sent up from the Bhift’. One or two 
welled boats have also been at work on tlio coasts adjacent to Otago Heads, 
These welled boats bring in moki, trumpeter, and other fishes to the port, 
and thus keep the inarket supi^licd with what used to be considered rare or 
scarce fishes. With the exception of ling and solo, all the other items in 
the table show a large increase on last year s returns. 

There is one mode of fishing which lias as yet received hardly a fiiir trial 
in our waters. I refer to trawling — a method which is largely employed in 
the seas adjacent to the British coasts. Some ycar.s ago a vessel was 
brought over from Melbourne for the purpose, but the scheme was aban- 
doned before a fair trial had been given to it. I am convinced that, were 
this plan of catching fisli propcarly gone about, a constant supply could bo 
sent in nearly every weather. Tlie vessels hehig welled could bo kept 
cruising about till a sufficient cargo was got together, when tlie port could 
be run for, and the fish disposed of as required. A supply of soles in 
particular could thus always be depended upon, and there is no doubt that 
other gvound-fooding fishes would be caught in quantity sufficient to make 
the enterprise pay. 
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It may not be out of place to give a few remarks upon the mouths, 
incidents, weather, and so on. 

August was characterized by stormy and irregular weather, which had 
its effect in reducing the supply of fish ; indeed, largo fisli were out of the 
market all the month. The only sort that wore anything like constant 
were flounders and mullet. Though the weather was so severe there were 
no frost-fish brought to town. On the outer beaches they wore not infre-. 
quent, though not so plentiful as usual. On four days tliero were no fish, 
and for several days only a few small flounders were on sale. 

During the early half of Soptefnber stormy weather was the rule, and 
fisli exceedingly scarce ; on several days none at all. On the 28th, some 
very fine trumpeter were brought in from the coasts, of weight up to ten 
pounds. 

October was characterized by better weather, and the supply of fish was 
pretty steady. The barrocouta made their appearance on the 17tli, thirteen 
days earlier than last year, and were at once in largo supply. Garfish were 
very plentiful about the middle of the month. The true butterfish was 
brought to market on one or two days. 

November was an average month, and fish were fairly plentiful. Floun- 
ders, however, were scarce all the mouth. On the 3rd and 28th, several 
salmon-trout were caught in the harbour. 

There was a good deal of wet weather during December, and for a few 
days at the beginuing of the month fish were rather scarce, and many small 
flounders sent to town. The season allowing, a good many brown trout 
were on sale. 

Through January fish were abundant. On the 15th several dozen of 
kahawai were brought to market, tw’^o days earlier tlian last year. They 
wore said to have been plentiful outside the heads, but they were never 
caught again. No king-fish were caught this year. The herring (Clupca 
sagax J was brought to market in good quantity. Some specimens measured 
eleven inches long, tlie average were about nine inches long. On the 4tli 
three cutters sailed from port for Stewart Island, to follow the fisliing trade 
there, the produce to ho sent to Dunedin. 

February was a month of full supply, though the complaint of small 
flounders was again common. On several days at the middle of the month 
Clupea sagax was again in the market. 

During March the town was well supplied. As a novelty a few white- 
bait formed an item in the supply for some days. 

April was a rather stormy mouth, and there was in consequence a 
scarcity for some days. 

May saw the market pretty regularly supplied. A fair addition was 
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made by regular shipments of nioki, ti*umpeter, and blue cod by the Steamer 
from the Bluff. Seine fish wore in liberal supply. 

During June fish wore in steady and liberal supply, large fish 
particularly so. The barracouta disappeared on tlio 16th, having been on 
the coast since 17ih October. 

July lias wituesst^d a good supply of fish. Ling of largo size were 
plentiful, as were also red cod and mullet; a quantity of the cod wore cured 
by smoking. Trevally were also very plentiful for several days. 

Regarding tlic fishes themselves I give the following notes : — 

1. Groper, — Excepting during the month of July and August, tliis 
excellent fish lias been pretty' constantly in the market. A few very largo 
inilividuals wore brought to town, weighing as liigh as fifty to sixty pounds, 
hut from twenty to thirty pounds is the as^orago size. Was in tlio market 
altogether 159 days, as against 143 last year. 

2. The kahawai was only in the market on one day, in January, when 
uj) wards of forty were brought to town. They were said to be x^lentiful 
outside the Heads at tlie time, hut they had all disapxieared hy next day. 

No kingfish visited the coast this year. 

3. Ling is present in the market more or leas all the year round, save 
about the autuma, when it is gonerally scarce. This is among the best of 
our food fishes, and is sometimes of largo size, up to twenty pounds. The 
young of the ling are soiuctimos caught hy tlio seiners, and are very pretty, 
being curiously sjiotled. Tliis fish was ]»resent 83 days and last year 109. 

4. Barracouta Avore in large, thougli somcMdiat irregular supply, during 
the season, which began on tho 17th October, about a fortnight earlier than 
usual. They were plentiful in tho open water all along the coast. Were 
in the market 123 days, for 100 during last year. 

5. Frost-fish have been scarce until the middle of July, when during 
some fine clear JroUij Avcatlier, with a young moon, they were for a fow 
days quite [dentiful, some of the shoxivS having from throe or four up to 
twenty ; nearly seventy were caught in one day at or near Purakanui. They 
were brought to market on eleven days. Settlers along the seaboard to tho 
north have caught tliem pretty frequently. No further light has been 
thrown on the singular habits of this fish. 

6. Moki is now a much more regular visitor to our market than in former 
years. Independent of tho Bnpi>ly from our local fishermen, moki are 
brought by the Southland steamers from the Bluff, to which tlxey aro 
brought by tho Stewart Island fishermen and shipped to Dunedin, This 
fish was in tho market 130 days, against 82 last year. 

7, Trumpeter has also been in increased supply, principally from the 
south. Was in tho market on 51 days, 0 last year. 

8. Blue ood has booh pretty constantly in the market, coming also 
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largely from Stewart Island. It is also to be had ofif any of the rocky 
points near the Heads. Was in the market 119 days, and 78 days last year. 

9. The granite trout, though not a trout at all, is yet a very good fish, 
but only occasionally brought to market. 

10. Rod cod is perliaps the most plentiful of all our finny visitors, and 
is caught in large numbers, both inside and outside the Heads. Both large 
and small fish are cured by smoking, and sold as Finnan haddock, which 
they resemble very much, but far too many small ones are caught. They 
were in the market 214 days, against 111 for last year. 

11. The gurnard is only an occasional visitor to our market, and can 
hardly be reckoned on as a regular food-fish. 

12. The haddock is caught occasionally, but there are seldom more than 
two or three got at a time. 

13. Parrot-fish were in the market on about fourteen days during the 
year. 

14. The sandling or sand-eel is a very delicate fish, and is often in the 
market. It is not, however, very plentiful, and is irregular ; was in the 
market 56 days, last year 84 days. 

15. The garfish was very plentiful during the summer months, and is 
sometimes present in the town harbour in immense shoals; was in the 
market on 19 days last year, on 41 this year. 

16. The true butterfish was caught several times during the year. It 
must, however, be considered as a very rare fish in our waters, 

17. The spotty, or butterfish of our local fishermen, has been very 
plentiful this year, and has been brought to town in large numbers at times ; 
was in tlie market 128 days, as against 84 for last year, 

18. The herring or mullet is a very abundant fish in Otago harbour, and 
furnishes very good sport with a rod and line. It varies in size from six to 
fourteen inches in length. It is one of the best of our fishes, and was in the 
market 288 days, for 159 last year. 

19. The true herring was brouglit to market on one or two days during 
the summer. This is a migratory fish, and does not stay on the coast more 
than a few days in the year, when it is present in immense shoals. Those 
brought to town varied from seven to eleven inches in length. 

20. Whitebait were on sale for a few days in autumn. I think those 
are the young of more than one fish, perhaps both mullet and herring. 
They ore caught in one or two places in the harbour, at the mouth of the 
Leith in Poliohet Bay, and in the steam basin. 

21. That excellent fish the trevally was almost constantly in the market 
during the year. About midsummer some very largo specimens were on 
sale ; was present on 124 days, and 80 last year. 

q1 
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22. Flonnders were in regular supply all the year. It is much to be 
regretted that the fishermen will persist in sending so many small ones to 
market, legislative interference wUl have to take place. But there would be 
no need for it if fishermen would only use their common sense and reject all 
below a certain size. The dealers would also holp materially if they refused 
to buy small fish. The flounder was in the market 261 days, for 201 last 
year. 

28. Solos are somewhat rare in our market, and are most plentiful in 
spring. Two varieties appear to be caught here, differing but slightly firom 
each other ; were thirty days in tlie market last year, and twenty this year. 

24. The skate is not often brought to market, but is not a scarce fish, 
and as a food-fish has few superiors; was fifteen days in the market, 
against thii’teen last year. 

Some odd fishes now and then turn up in the market, such as the 
Maori chief, cat-fish, silver-fish, etc., but of these there is seldom more than 
one at a time, and so I omitted them from the table. There is also the 
common lootlier-jacket or pig-fish of our harbour (Agrioim leucopoecilus) 
which is often caught, but very seldom offered for sale, though good eating. 
One Bchnapper was caught late in the season. 

In conclusion, I have only to add that a gi'cat deal of pain and trouble 
have been used in order that the information may be as correct as possible ; 
and when I state that the table is the result of nearly 4,0()0 entries, you will 
see that 1 have gone with some minuteness into my task. 

Daring the year there were twenty-two days on which there were no 
fish on sale ; daring last year there were thirty-two such days. 
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Abt. XLV , — Notes on the Whales of the New Zealand Seas. 

By Jaheb Hector» M.D., F.B.S. 

Plates XVI. and XVII. 

IRead before the Wellington Philosophical Society, 12th January, 1878.] 

Having lately had an opportunity of examining various typo specimens of 
our Cetaceans in the European museums, and of consulting important books 
of reference on this branch of our zoology, especially the magnificent work 
of Professors Van Beneden and Gervais,* I am enabled to offer a few 
critical notes on some of the species in continuation of my former papers to 
the Society, + and in anticipation of a complete review of the species now 
described from New Zealand, showing the present state of our knowledge 
on this subject. 

1. Neobal^bna mabginata. 

Neohalana marginata. Gray ; Supp. Cat. Seals and Whales, p. 41 ; Hector, 
Trans. N.Z. Inst., 11., 26, (skull) ; V., pi. 6 (ear-bones) ; VII., 251, pi. 
17 (external form and complete skeleton). 

Tills species having by one author | been treated as a synonym of 
Eubaleena australis^ or the black whale, I have compared the skeletons of 
young individuals, as I presume that, from its small size, it has been taken 
for the young of the latter species. 

Only three examples of Neohalcena are known : — 

a. The original type from Kawau Island, presented to the Colonial 
Museum by Sir George Grey, and of which only the skull was preserved, 
measuring 57 § inches in length. Tliis is tlio largest specimen yet met 
with, and the proportionate length of the animal would be 20 feet. 

b. A complete skeleton 14 feet 6 inches long, obtained ]|by Mr. Charles 
Traill on Stewart Island, and now in the British Museum, and of which 
the skull measures 41 inches. 

c. Skull of a veiy young individual in the Auckland Museum, measuring 
85 inohes.lF 

In each of those specimens the baleen is present with the characteristic 
elongated form, fine texture, and yellow colour with a black margin, and 
the other details of the skull and form of tlie ear-boncs also agree closely, 
exhibiting only differences of growth. 

* O8t5ographio des 06tao68 vivautii et fosBiles : 4to., with atlas of plates, folio. Paris. 
13 parts published. 

t Trans. N.Z. InsUtute, H., 26 ; HI., 128 ; V., 164 ; VI., 86 ; VH.. 251 ; IX., 477. 

J A. W. Soott, M.A., Mammalia, recent and oxtinct—Section Pinnata, Sydney, 1878. 
g Trans. N.Z. Inst., H., 26. H Trans. N.Z. Inst., VH., 268, 
t Trans, N.Z. Inst.. VH., 261. 
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With the ladt-meutioned Bpecimen I was able to oomparo the skull of a 
young calf of Euhalwna australis, the complete skeleton being in the College 
of Surgeons Museum, London, and 12 feet in total length, the skull measur- 
ing 86 inches, and the difference in the cranial characters of the two species 
is found to be quite as obvious as in the more fully developed skulls. The 
general outline of the two skulls at once distinguishes them. In Neobalana 
the greatest width is across the hinder border which is also concave in 
outline, owing to the projection backwards and outwards of the exoccipitals 
and squamosals, whereas in Kuhahrna the gieatcst width is across the 
orbital plates of the frontals, so that the posterior half of tlie skull is convex 
in outline. 

In Neohalwna the skull is less arched, the length being four times the 
height of the arch between the glenoid processes and the tip of the beak, and 
the supra-occipital is a narrow bone with a strong median ridge extending 
forwards for half the total length of the skull ; but in the young Eubalwfia 
the height is equal to two-fifths the length, and the supra-occipital has a 
circular outline, is flat, and extends over only one-fourth of tlie arch of tho 
skull. 

It is obvious that even at the earliest age these crania present marked 
difl’erenccs, while tho divergence exliibited in the other osteological cha- 
racters is still more striking. Thus comparing the complete skeleton of 
Neohalcenay 14 feet 6 inches in longtl), witli Kuhalana, wo have — 


Neohahena, Eubalana, 

Cervicals . , . . . . 7 7 

Dorsals 15 15 

Lumbars 6 12 

Caudals (with chevrons) . , 6 . . . . . . 10 

„ (without chovfons) 10 16 

44 69 


In Neobalana the scapula is nearly twice as wide as high with strong 
coracoid and acromion processes, almost as in DaUrnoptcra. In Eubalcsna, 
on the contrary, the scapula is high and narrow and with only one feeble 
process. In the form of the vertebras, sternal apparatus, and especially in 
the quality and proportional dimensions of the baleen, Ncohalwna has some 
aflUnity with the right- whale (Mysticete) of the Arctic Seas, and it is not 
unlikely that it may be a species abounding in tlie unexplored seas of far 
southern latitudes, where it may attain to a large size, only stragglers 
occasionally reaching to the latitude of New Zealand and Australia, hi these 
seas the normal representative of the Bal<enid<e is Eubaltena attstralU, just as 
in tho northern hemisphere Enhalcena biscayensis in tho temperate latitudes 
of tho Atlantic, and E. japonica, of the Pacific, replace the Mysiicete of the 
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AxcHo regions. If such bo the case it will have an interesting bearing on 
the distribution of the Cetacea, that the forms of temperate latitudes 
(Evbalwfia) should present less divergent characters than the Arctic and 
Antarctic representative forms. 

2. EuBALJGNA AtTSTBALIS. 

Balama amtralU^ Desmoulins; Diet. Class. H.N., II., 161. 

Bahtna antipodarum^ Gray; Dieffoubach's N.Z., II., 188; v. Benedon and 
Gervais, Oat6og., 85. 

Caper ea antipodarum^ Gray; Cat. S. and W., 101. 

IJunteHui temmincUi, Gray ; l.o. 98. 

MacUayius amtraUensU^ Gray; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VI., 90. 

KubaUena australUt Gray ; Cat. S. and W., 91 (as a Capo species) ; Hector, 
Trans. N.Z. Inst., V., 166 (as a New Zealand species). 

Examination of the typo specimens of the foregoing species, into which 
the common black whales of the southern seas have been divided, confirms 
the view that there are no sufficient grounds for thoir separation, and that 
tliey should be combined under the name first given to Cuvier’s ** Baleine 
da Cap,'' 

At the same time I adopt Gray’s separation of the genera Bahena and 
F.nhalcena as necessary on account of the groat difference in the form of the 
skull, in the number of ribs, and tlio quality and size of the baleen. Thus 
in Balana the hea<l is one-third of the entire length of the animal, and the 
maxillaries are enormously produced, so that tlxey are three-fourths of the 
length of the skull. 

In Euhahena the head forms onc-fourth of the length, and the beak is 
only two-thirds the lengtli of the skull. 

The number of vortebrre compare as follows : — 

Balcena,*- Euhahma, 


Cervicala ,7 7 

Dorsals 13 16 

Lumbars 10 10 

Caudals 23 27 


Although the fine skeleton of Balana inyftticeim in tlie Brussels Museum 
shows a rudimentary fourteentli rib on the left side, the number of dorsal 
vortebrcB in that species never exceeds thii’tecn, while fifteen is the constant 
number present in Knhahma, 

Balasna antipodarim was the name given by Gray to a whale of which 
only a sketch was preserved, taken by Major Heaphy, V.C., from a specimen 
stranded in Jackson Bay, Tory Channel, in 1889,'“* and the same name has 
been given to a fine skeleton in the Museum at Paris, obtaine^in Akaroa 
Harbour by Captain Berard and Dr. Arnoux of the French corvette ** Le 
Rhin.” The length of this skeleton is 46 feet, the skull being 18 feet, and 


Diefifet) back's New Zealand, 1., 44.- 
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in tho same musoam is the type specimen of Eu^ksna australis^ from the 
Gape of Good Hope, 'vrhioh is 49 feet in length, the skull measuring 14i 
feet. In both skeletons the number of dorsal and lumbar vertebrae is the 
same, but in the former only nine caudal vertebr® have chevron bones and 
twelve are without, while in Balana australis thirteen have chevron bones and 
there are twelve without, thus having four more caudal segments than in 
the Now Zealand specimen ; but as the few other divergent characters of the 
two skeletons are within tho limits of individual variation, it is probable 
that tho above difference is duo to the imperfection of the shorter skeleton, 
some of the chevron bones and terminal ossicles having been lost. 

The other difforonces are stated by Van Benoden and Gervais to be 
as follows : — * 

The mandible has a smaller coronoid process but has a better developed 
articular surface in 71. australis^ and the superior maxillary bone is stronger, 
and the temporal bone notably more massive. In B. antipodarum the beak 
is a little more curved. There is also a slight difference in the size of 
tho arm bones, and tho acromion process of tlie scapula, present in B. 
australis, is represented only by a tubercle or ridge in tho other skeleton. 

This latter character cannot, however, bo considered as impor- 
tant, for in tho same museum is the skeleton of another whale (Megaptera 
lalandii) in which the scapulro of the opposite sides differ in this respect. 
After examining the skeletons referred to, and being familiar with the 
variations presented among tlie bones of the same species scattered about 
the whaling stations on the New Zealand coast, I do not attach much 
importance to these distinctions, but at the same time it must be noted that 
in the skeleton of a black whale obtained on tlie coast of Canterbury by Dr. 
von Haast, and now mounted in the British Museum as the typo of Macleayius 
australiensisf Gray, the total number of vcrtebrie is also 54. The strong 
curvature which has been given to the vertebral column in mounting this 
fine skeleton, gives it, at first sight, a very different aspect from the Paris 
specimens, but closer examination proves it to agree closely in all charac- 
ters but the number of terminal caudal ossicles, with Euhalwna australis. 

In the Dunedin Museum, the skeleton of a young black whale obtained 
on the Otago coast, has been mounted by Professor Hutton, and ho informs 
me that in this specimen also tho number of vertebral segments is 64. 

The smaller number of vertebrsB thus appears constant in the only 
three complete skeletons of the New Zealand Eubalcena which are available; 
whereas in the skeleton of the Capo Eubalcenaf of which there are two in 
Paris, ol#and young, one young at Leyden, and one, also young, in tho 

* Loc, ciL, p. 6S. 
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College of Surgeons Museum, London, the number varies from 66 to 69. 
But Cuvier’s original description of the Cape whale gives the number 
of vertebrffi as 49, with 14 chevron bones and it is probable that the 
number of rudimentary tail bones is unimportant, as they are very likely 
overlooked in some cases, and left enclosed in the tough caudal mtegu- 
ment when the skeleton is being stripped. 

As tlie whalers only recognize one kind of black whale, which is com- 
mon throughout all southern seas, and there is no difference in habits, 
food, or distribution in latitude observable among them, it does not seem 
necessary in the present state of our knowledge that the New Zealand and 
the Cape species should be considered as different. 

Not®.— -27th Feb. Since writing the above, I have had an opportunity of visiting tho 
Otago Museum, and 1 find that the skeleton of E. amtralis above referred to is evidently 
incomplete, and that the number of vortebrto is not to bo taken as a reliable character. 


Mcasubxmentb. 

Ft. In. 

Total length 

.. 

29 1 

Length of skull 

.. 

7 8 

Width, orbital 

. . . 

. 6 6 

„ oxoccipital 

. . 

2 6 

Height of arch of skull 

.. 

3 4 


Tho vertebral column as mounted consists of— Cervical, 7; dorsal, 15; lumbar, 10; 
and caudal, 22 ; but the latter region is imperfect, and is partially restored artificially. 

The condition of tho cervical region is interesting. Tho first to tho fifth segments 
are united by the spinous processes and laminto ; and the third and fourth, on the left 
side only, by the tips of the inferior lateral processes. Otherwise the vertebr® aro 
distinct. 

Only 14 pairs of ribs have been mounted, but, as they are not in relative position, 
the number is probably also erroneous, and should, from the appearance of tho vertebra), 
be 16 on each side. 

Only a few of the chevrons are present, but, to judge from the presence of facets for 
their attachment to the centra, they wore 13 in number, being attached from the 33rd to 
the 46th vertebras. The 39th to the 45th have the lateral processes |7erf orated, but the 
oharaotors of the caudal region are not reliable. 

The scapula agrees with that of E. awtralh in tho Paris Museum, and not with E, 
antipodarum, in having a well- developed acromion process. 

In tho same museum is a skull and the scapula of another specimen of this whale, 
but of much larger dimensions, which agree in their characters with the foregoing. 

8. Meoapteba lalandii. 

Megaptera lalandii ^ Fischer ; v. Beneden and Gervais, Ost5og., 183. 

Poe8c<^ia lalandii^ Gray ; Oat. S. and W., 126. 

Megaptera nova-zcalandia, Gray, Oat. S. and W., 128 ; Hector, Trans. N.Z. 

Inst., V. 166, Vn., 265. 

Although the humpback is the most common whale round our coasts, a 
complete skeleton of a New Zealand specimen is still a dosideratiH^. From 


Gray, Oat. S. and W., p. 92. 
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* 

tho comparison of tho skulls described in my former paper, one of which is 
now in the British Museum and the otlier in the Colonial Museum, with the 
type from tho Capo of Good Ilope in the Paris Museum, which is described 
and partly figured by Van Benodou and Gervais, I feel no hesitation in 
identifying the Now Zealand humpback with that from the Capo. 

4* PlIYSALUS AUSTRALIS. 

Phymlm amtmUs^ Desmoulins; Diet. Class. H.N., II., 166. 

Balanoptera auHtralU^ Gray; Zool. Er. and Terr., pi. 61. 

Sihbaldius antaTciicm^ Gray ; Cat, 8. and W., .381. 

Balanoptera antarcticay v. Beneden and Gervais, Ost6og., 234. 

f PhysahiH yrayiy McCoy ; Zool. and Paltcont. of Victoria, p. 4. 

? Sihbaldius sulphuretiSy Copo; Proo, Phil. Acad., 1869, 20. 

Stembahtna xaiiihagastery Gray ; Ann. and Mag. N.H., 1874, 806. 

Physalus ausiralisy Hector ; Trans. N.Z, Inst., V., 157, VII., 257. 

The complete skeleton, seventy feet in length, of tho great southern rorqual 
described in my former paper* has now been mounted in the Colonial 
Museum, and there are no ostcological characters by which it can bo 
distinguished from the groat northern rorqual (Physalus antvjuorum, Gray, 
or Balanoptem musculiis, Van Beneden and Gervais) of which I have 
examined skeletons in the museums at Loudon, Edinbiu’gh, and Turin. 

In its external characters, and especially in having a small dorsal lobe 
situated far back, instead of the liigh erect fin so characteristic of the 
northern Physalus, it resembles tho broad-nosod fin- whale ( Physalus sibbaldii) 
figured by Turner,! but tho short pectoral limbs, tho form of the skull, 
and tho number of vertebra?, 04,]; its fifteen ribs and great sixe readily dis- 
tinguish it from the genus SlbhakUuH of the rorquals, wliich have 60 
vertebra? and fourteen ribs and expanded maxillaries. 

As there is no other complete skeleton of tho southern rorqual yet 
described, and tlio various species above quoted from tho South Seas aud 
the Pacific Ocean have been founded on very fragmentary evidence, I think 
it better to combine them under the name by which tlie razorback was first 
recognized in tho south. 

The specimen in tlie Melbourne Museum, quoted from Professor McCoy, 
appears to bo tho same, but it is not yet fully described, the chief point of 
difference noted being that it has 10 and not 16 ribs, which is the number 
in other skeletons of the species. 

Sihbaldius sulphureus, Cope, is only named from descriptions and draw- 
ings, and I have suggested it as probably tho same as the southern species, 
on account of the resemblance of a skeleton which I obtained in San 

Mits. N^Z. Inat 1876, VU., 267. t Trans. B. Soo. Ed., XXViZ 197^! 

\ By an overBighi the number of vertebrie was formerly given as 57, the seTon 
ccrvioals not having been inoluded. ** Trans* N.Z. Inst.,*' YU., 269* 
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Francisco, and which I hare reason to think was that of the whale referred to 
in Frofessor Cope's description ; but only a very cursory examination could 
bo made of this skeleton while 1 was packing it for transmission to the 
British Museum, where it is now deposited. 

6. — ^BaUENOPTBBA HtJTTONI. 

Balanoptera kuttoni. Gray ; Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., XIII., 450. 

Phytalns antareticm, Hutton ; Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., XIH., 316. 

This is the pike whale of the southern seas and is hardly distinguish* 
able from the northern Balanoptera rostrata. The genus Balanioptera is 
here restricted to the small rorquals, which have less than 50 Tertebres and 
11 pairs of ribs. The type of B. huttoni is in the British Museum, but was 
not mounted when I examined it. The second and third oervicals show 
marks of adhesion, and specimens of these vertebras in the Colonial Museum 
are as firmly ancliylosed as in B. rostrata. 

6. Physetbr macbocepualus, Linn. 

Catodon metralU^ Gray ; Cat. S. and W., 206; Hector, Trans. N.Z. InBt.,V., 168. 

Meganeuron krefftiU Gray ; Cat. 8. and W., 887. 

Catodon colneti^ Gray ; Cat. Cetac. B.M., 52. 

Phy»eter polycyphuftt Q. and G. ; Uran. Mamm., 1. 12. 

The sperm whale is ubiquitous in warm seas and occasionally roams into 
high temperate latitudes. It is represented in almost every museum by 
fragmentary or complete skeletons presenting variations due to age, but 
there appears to bo no ground for distinguishing more than one species 
which has the name originally given by Linneous. 

7. KoGIA BREVICEP8. 

Physeter hreviceps, De Blainville; Ann. d'Anat. et de Physiol., 1838, H., 837. 

Kogia breviceps^ Gray ; Cat. B. M, Cetacea, 1850, p. 58. 

Phy«eter limws, Owen ; Trans. Zool. Boo., VI., 80. 

Evphysetes grayU Maoloay ; Gray, Supp. Cat. S. and W., 892. 

Kogia macleayi, Gray ; Cat. S. and W., 218, 

Euphysetex macUayU Krefft ; Froo. Zool. Soo., 1865. 

Euphyxetet potteii, Haast ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VI., 97. 

t Kogia flowerit Gill ; Amer. Nat., IV., 738. 

This very remarkable and diminutive form of the Physeirnda has pro- 
bably a similar range to the sperm whale, but only one instance is recorded 
of its occurrence north of the equator. Professor Gill describes a specimen 
from Mazatlan on the coast of Mexico, which is probably the same species. 
The other specimens have been taken in the seas off the Oapo, Australia, 
and New Zealand, and there does not appear to be any reason for making 
several distinct species, as the only complete skeletons agree in all 
essential characters. ' 

b1 
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8. Bbbmu)ZU 8 ASHUzni Duvemoy. 

Plate XVI. 

An adult male of the porpoise whale was captured in the entrance to 
Wellington Harbour on 12th January, 1877, and the complete skeleton has 
since been mounted in the museum. 

The condition of the terminal epiphyses of the vortebr© and limb bones 
shows it to be of more mature age than the specimen of slightly larger size 
forwarded to the College of Burgeons Museum by Dr. von Haast, in 1868,*** 
which Prof. Flower has made the subject of a most exhaustive and masterly 
memoir, t The external form of this whale is shown in the accompanying 
outline sketch (plate XVI.) which was made by careful measurement. The 
colour was black with a purple hue, except a narrow band along the belly, 
which was grey. The muzzle, flippers, and tail lobes were intensely black 
The snout was flattened above and the lower jaw projected two inches beyond 
the upper, which was received into firm fleshy lips. The interior of the 
mouth was of a dark slate colour. The teeth did not penetrate the gums, 
nor could their position be discovered till deep incisions were made. 

The blow-hole was on the vertex of the head directly over the eye, with 
a rounded protuberance in front. The flippers were stout and rigid, and 
there were no axillary folds of skin to indicate great freedom of motion. 

The form of the body was cylindrical and of nearly uniform size between 
the flippers and the vent. The dorsal fin, which commenced over the vent, 
was thick and rigid with a thin rounded edge. The tail lobes were broad 
and powerful. 

Ft In. 

Tctal length 27 6 

Extreme girth at middle 15 0 

Snout to eyo • 2 11 

Snout to blow-holo 3 6 

Length of gape . . . . . . . . is 

Anterior border of flipper 9 7 

Snout to root of flipper 5 2 

Snout to dorsal fin 18 0 

Length of base of dorsal fin 2 0 

Height of dorsal fin 0 10 

Expanse of caudal flukes 5 8 

The skeletpn agrees in most of the details with that described by Prof. 
Flower. The teeth are two on each side near the tip of the lower jaw, the 
anterior being the larger, and agreeing in form witli tlie single tooth found on 
each side of the jaw of the specimen captured at the same place in January, 
1870. 1 The skull of that specimen is in the museum, and agrees in every 

• Trans. N.Z. Inst., H, 190. t Trans, £ool. Soo., VIII., 203. T” 
\ Trans. N.2;. Inst., IIL, 129. 
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respect with the one under oonaideration, so that there is no doubt that the 
presence or absence or relative position of the rudimentary teeth in the 
ziphioid wb^es is a matter of no specific value, contrary to the assertion 
of Dr* von Haast.* 

The three first cervicals only are anohylosed, as described by Prof. 
Flower, but the neural arches of the posterior cervicals are complete and 
not open, which is one point of difference between the two skeletons. 

The total number of vortebrsB is 47, or one less than in the College of 
Surgeons specimen, and yet extreme care was taken to secure the whole of 
the small tail bones. There is also a slight difference in the number of 
vertebrsd in the regions of the spinal column, as described by Prof. Flower, 


from the skeleton now in the Colonial Museum, thus : — 


FLowaa. 


Coil. Mob. 

Cervicals . . , , 7 

• • • . • • 

7 

Dorsals «. .. 10 f 


10 

Lombars . . . . 12 

• • • * • • 

18 

Gaudals with facets for chevrons 12 

. • . . • . 

10 

Tail proper . . . . 7 

. . . . . . 

7 

Only the six last chevron bones 

wore present, being attached to the 

86th-42nd vertebree, and although 

the four preceding 

vortebrro, Slst- 


86th, have distinct hiemal facets, none of the corresponding bony arches 
were i)re8ent. It is useful to note such discrepancies, as showing the 
amount of individual variation which may exist in the same species. 

The number of phalanges in the digits of the manus, which Prof. Flower 
suggests were imperfect in his sj;)ecimen, arc in my specimen I.-l, 11.-6, 
III.-6, IV.-i, V.-8. 

9. Mesoplodon hectori. 

Mesoplodon hectori^ Gray; Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., VUI., 117. 

Plate XVII. 

It is very doubtful if this species should be separated from M. sowerhyi^ 
De Blainville, which seems to be subject to groat variation in the position 
and development of the mandibular teeth, the length and basal width of the 
beak of the skull, and the presence or absence of a moso-rostral callosity. 
There appear, however, to be two extreme forms in the New Zealand seas, 
one representing the type of M, sowerbyi^ of which tlie skull in the Canter- 
bury Museum, which I formerly described as a variety of 3/. hecion,l is 
probably an instance ; but a still more extreme form in the same direction 
of development is found in a skull in the Otago Museum, of which I am 

• Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., 465. 

t Twelve thoraoio vertebre are mentioned in the text, though elsewhere described as 
ten, 1. 0 ., p. 836. 


{ Trans. N.Z. Inst., V., 168. 
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able to give a figure (plate XYII.) from a photogi'aph which I had taken by 
permission of Prof. Hutton.‘ The other group, of which the type of if. 
Keeton is an extreme though very young example, represents the forms 
similar to M* europttm of the northern seas. 

These extreme forms are separated, but with many intemediate exampleSi 
chiefly on account of tlie position and size of the tooth in the mandible, a 
character to which I think too much importance has been attached, as no 
two specimens yet obtained agree perfectly in this respect. 

The complete skeleton of an adult male of if. hcctori which I obtained 
in Lyall Bay, near Wellington, in January, 1875, agreed perfectly with 
those parts which had been preserved by the late Dr. Knox of the type of 
the species from Tetai Bay, Porirua Harbour, but in tliis second case the 
teetli wore situated several inches from the tip of tlae mandible, while in the 
type they were at the extreme tip, tliough still lateral and not terminal as 
in ZiphimA 

Again, in the very young specimen of which I obtained only the lower 
jaw from Kaikoura, the teeth were opposite the hinder edge of the 
symphysis.} 

Dr. von Haast has lately described under a new genus Oulodonl three 
specimens obtained by Mr. Hood in the Chatham Islands of a Mcsoplodon^ 
which has a row of small teotli in tlie upper jaw, in a position corres- 
ponding to tlic shallow emargination of the upper part of the ramus of the 
mandible of the Otago Museum skull (a. fig, 1, pi. XVII). No anatomical 
description of OuliMn has yet been published, and as the characters of the 
skulls figured and described by Dr. von Haast were concealed by the dried 
integument, its exact afiinity to the other species of Xlcmplodon cannot be 
detected ; but, while tlic longest of the skulls (No. 1) has the mandible 
produced to three times the width between the articulations (computed from 
the orbital widtli which is given by Dr. von Haast) and the tooth at one- 
third the length of the mandible from the tip, in both of which characters 
it again agrees with the Otago Museum skull, the shorter skull (No. 8) has 
the length of the mandible only twice the articular width, and the tooth at 
one-fourth the length of the mandible from the tip, thus approaching M. 
hectori in its proporiions. 

The presence of rudimentary teeth in the upper jaw of Mesoplodon is 
certainly a most interesting discovery, but the animals have so seldom been 
examined in the flesh that it may not prove to bo of uncommon occurrence, 
although it has escaped the notice of all naturalists prior to Dr. von Haast. 


♦ Trans. N.Z. Ingt., VH., 262. t Trong. N-.Z. Inst., HI., pi. 14, 16. 

} Trans. N.Z. Inst., \I., pi. 15a. $ Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., Art. LYI. 
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Similar toeth in the gum of the upper jaw have, however, boon 
previously recorded for the closely-allied Ziphius caviroatHs ; but, as 
Professor Turner remarks in describing a skull of this species found 
in Shetland, ** such teeth are quite rudimentary and funotionloss, and 
the presence or absence of such aborted organs ought no more to form the 
basis for establishing a specific difference, than should the entire absence 
of teeth both in the upper and lower jaw of the Shetland cranium be a 
reason for regarding it as a distinct species.*’* 

10« Mssoplopok layabdi. 

DolicJtodon layardi, Gray ; Oat. S. and W., 853 ; Hector, Tr. N.Z. Inst., Y., 166. 

Dolicliodon traverti, Gray ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., V., 06. 

Meaoplodon laya/rdU Flower ; Nature, YII., 368. 

Meaoplodon Jloweri, v. Haast ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., 442. 

Only five or six examples of this curious and generally supposed 
abnormal form of ziphioid have yet been met with, and of these I have seen 
four, (1) a lower jaw from the Capo of Good Hope, collected by the Chal- 
lenger Expedition, (2) a lower jaw I have already described from the 
Chatham Islands,! (8) the complete skeleton in the Canterbury Museum, a 
very complete anatomical description of which has been given by Dr. von 
Haast, J and (4) the skeleton in the Sydney Museum, which has boon made 
the type of a new species, Mesoplodon giinthen^ Krofft, but which Professor 
Flower considers to belong to the species now under review. § 

In the last specimen the teeth are not so fully developed into the wonderful 
strap-shaped arches as in the tyj)©, hut they are evidently intermediate in 
their form between it and the triangular tooth of il/. sowerbyi. This skeleton 
has not boon yet described, I believe, but Mr. Scott states || that he has 
compared it with the drawings of tlie skeleton of M, soiverhyi given by Van 
Beneden and Gervais, and cannot detect any essential difference of structure 
between them. The other species I have seen, although each has received 
a different specific name, arc only distinguished by a slight divergence in 
the form of the mandible, and the manner in which the large abnormal 
tooth or rather tusk has been bent or worn, which characters are obviously 
due to individual variation. 

The skeleton desciibed by Dr. von Haast is of a matm*o and probably 
an aged animal, and as the other specimens that have large tusks corres- 
pond in size, and the osteology in most points agrees with other Mesoplo- 
donts, it is not improbable that it may be only the aged condition of some 
species already known from immature individuals. Dr. von Haast states 

* Trans. Boy. Boo. Edin., XXVI., 769. 
t Trans. N.Z. Institute, V., 166. t Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., Art. LV, 
g Nature, YII., 868. || Mamm. Becent and Extinct, p. 116. 
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that it is the only zipbioid whale that has throe corvical vortebres anohylosed 
and four separate but Beranlitu has this character, and the two skeletons 
of M. Jiectori differed in this respect, one having two and the other four 
vertebrae anohylosed. 

Although it is most probable that the hypertrophy of the teeth in this 
species is only analogous to the overgrown tusks occasionally met with in 
wild boars, it may be as well for the present to treat it as a character of 
specific value until further information is obtained about this whale in its 
earlier stages of growth. 

As an aid to the comparison of the various forms comprised in this most 
puzzling genus Mesoplodont I have compiled the following table of measure- 
ments from the various sources at command : — 



A. 

B. 

0. 

D. 

E. 

P. 

0. 

H. 

I. 

E. 

■ 

Length of skull 



23*5 

29*6 

m 

36*6 

87 0 f 


24*0? 

41*7 

*. 

„ of cranium 

11-6 

120 

8*6 


Q 

13*6 

14*5 

18*6 

9*0 

16*7 

• e 

„ of beak 

17-6 


16*0 

19*0 



22*6 

21*6 

16*0 


t • 

„ of mandible 

24*6 

26*5 

lOOi 

25*6 

.. 




19*0 

84*7 

82*0 

„ of symphyses 


6*2 


CO 

• • 

14*0 

11*0? 


6*0? 


100 

Frontal width 

12*0 

12*0 

9*6 


11*0 




9*6 


16*0? 

Distance of tooth from 
tip of mandible . . 


8*0 

1*0 

B 

•• 

110 

10*6 


6*0 

8*7 

11*6 


A. — Mesoplodon toioerbyi^ Van Bonodon. 

B. — M. europauB^ Van Beneden. 

0, — M. hcctorif Tetai Bay, Colonial Mnacum. 

D.— „ Lyall Bay, „ 

Yj , — Skull in Canterbury Musoum, no mandible. 

F. — Skull in Otago Museum (PI. XVII). 

0. — Oulodoitt No. I., V. Haast. 

H. — “ ,, No. II., ,, 

1. - ,. No. m., 

K. — Menoplodon Jloweriy Haast. 

L. — M. Utyardi, Chatham Islands, Colonial Museum. Breadth computed from dis- 


In these tho total length has been estimated from 
the other proportions. 


tances between articular surfaces. 


11. ZiPHius CAViROSTBis, Ciivicr, 

Epiodon chaihamiensU^ Hector ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., V., 164. 

Epiodon rma-zealandia^ v. Haast; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., 430. 

Dr. von Haast has given an elaborate description of the second complete 
skeleton of this whale yet obtained, tho first, which is in the musoum at 


hoc. cit,, 446. 
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Buenos Ayres, having been described in detail by Burmeister as Epiodon 
attBirale, 

In European museums this whale is only represented by skulls, the 
individual speoimeus of which have generally been distinguished by specific 
and even generic appellations ; but it has been shown by Prof. Turner, of 
Edinburgh University, in a memoir reviewing the whole subject,* that the 
distinctions are only founded on changes and developments of the meso- 
ethmoid cartilage, which with increasing ago becomes ossified and swollen 
into different shapes, while at the same time the bony processes surrounding 
the pras-nasol fossa also undergo change of form ; but these differences he 
considers do not exceed the range of individual variation which is often 
met with in comparing a series of crania of the same species of animal. 

He further shows that the geographical range of Ziphiua eavirostris^ 
including all known forms, is equal to that of the sperm whale, of which 
one species only is now generally admitted to exist. 

The specific distinction made by Dr. von Haast between the Chatham 
Island and New Zealand specimens is founded on little more than the form 
of the teeth, wlxich in the latter specimen, now in the Canterbury Museum, 
I have formerly pointed out had become absorbed,! only the fangs being left, 
while in the slightly smaller and probably younger specimen from the 
Chatham Islands the teeth were still largo and serviceable, J but such 
degeneration of the dental apparatus with advancing years is surely not to 
bo taken as a character of specific value. 

The only important difference between the descriptions of Dr. von Haast 
and Burmeister is the presence of one pair of ribs less in the New 
Zealand skeleton; but this is so violent a departure from the number 
obtaining in a so closely allied, even if not an identical species, and from 
the number found in all other ziphioids except Hyperoodony that it should, 
I think, be attributed to individual abnormality or an accident to the 
preparation. . 

One important feature in Burmeister's description has not been alluded 
to by Dr. von Haast, namely, the presence not only of tlie large terminal 
mandibular tooth, but also thirty small teeth in the gum of the mandible and 
twenty-five on each side in the gum of the upper jaw. As the Buenos Ayics 
specimen was quite young, measuring only 18 feet in length, whereas 
the Canterbury specimen was adult, and measured 29 feet, the absence 
of the funotionlesB teeth in the latter was probably due to the difference 
of age. This is clearly opposed to the generic value attributed to such 
organs in the case of Oulodon, 

• Trans. Boy. Soo. Edin., XXVI , 759. 
t Tram. N.Z. Imtitute, Y., 166. t Trans. N.Z. Inst., Y., pi. 4 and 5. 
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Ajbt. XL VI . — On Grasses, By S. M. Curl, M.D. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society, September, 1877.] 

I HAD the honour on a former occasion of laying before the Wellington 
Philosophical Society the results of some of my observations on those 
grasses and fodder-plants that, from experiment in acclimatization, growth 
and culture, and after chemical analysis, grazing of cattle and horses, 
and folding of sheep upon them, had been found to be valuable for the 
grazier and farmer to introduce into their fields and pastures, with the 
object of making them far more productive than they are at present with 
the grasses and clovers usually sown. 

It is well known that there is a gi*cat scarcity of grass in the pastures 
during the dryness of summer, and also in a cold or wet winter; my 
experiments have proved to mo there wore exotic grasses that would supply 
this deficiency, and clothe the pastures at all times with abundant and 
nutritious herbage. In addition to the grasses already mentioned in my 
former paper, I now desire to give you tlie results of further experiments 
upon otlior now grasses not hitherto cultivated by farmers and pastoralists 
in New Zealand. It is probable that for a considerable period pastoral 
pursuits will be more profitable to many of tlioso who come to invest their 
capital in New Zealand than the growing of cereals. 

That the profitable return to individuals and the money introduced into 
the colony for the wool, tallow and other produce may be the greatest in 
proportion to the quantity of land occupied by the sheep, cattle, etc., it 
behoves the pastoralist to make two blades of grass grow where one grew 
before, and also that these two blades shall be of a more nutritive kind than 
the one was. Therefore as competition within and without the colony is 
likely to increase, the pastoralist must make up his mind to grow not only 
the best and most fattening grasses, but sow such a variety of them that ho 
will be able to keep the largest number of stock upon his land both summer 
and winter. But as, in addition to the graziers, there will be a large 
number of colonists who, having labour within their own families, or who 
for other reasons will be able to carry on the cultivation of cereals 
conjoined with the production of meat, wool, etc., in a rotation of agri- 
cultural operations, it follows that these farmers will find it best to grow 
the most suitable grasses upon their fields during the time the live-stock 

si 
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are feeding thereon, so that tliese cattle may in the shortest time be ready 
for the market. But the operations of these grariors and farmers will 
necessitate thoir growing upon their several lands very different species of 
grasses. To the grazier permanency will be a great recommendation in the 
grasses he selects, wliile to tlio farmer, although tlie grasses must be both 
fattening and nutritious, yet ho will only require them to be annuals and 
biennials, so tliat tlioy may not occupy his land more than one or two years 
after sowing. 

But these are not all the conditions necessary in the selection and 
sowing of grasses, it is requisite to choose those that will best suit the 
kind of soil, its topographical situation, annual state of moisture, chemical 
constituents, and many other circumstances. A grass may be very valuable 
when planted on ono piece of ground, and nearly worthless when planted 
upon another. The grazier or faimer is often surprised that a grass or 
clover he has seen extolled in books, etc., will not grow upon his land, or if 
it manages to keep itself alive will bear hut little herbage, and that little will 
not fatten his live stock, or cause them to grow wool ; or a grass may be 
very good of itself, but in the struggle for existence some more vigorous 
grass may overgrow and kill it, as for example, the Iloicus lanatus will 
destroy the doob, or any weaker growing grass near it. Therefore it is 
necessary tliat before any grass or clover is sown, these various conditions 
and many others must be taken into account and attended to, that the best 
results may follow. For there is all the difference between keeping a sheep 
to the acre, or ton, or even more, or one head of large cattle to every five 
acres, or one or two bullocks to every acre, and to fatten thorn by the time 
they are twenty-four or thirty months old. It is no use purchasing valuable 
short-horn cattle, or Lincoln or Leicester slieop, if the pastures are not what 
they ought to bo by the grass growing vigorously and witli its chemical 
constituents properly combined, thus producing the largest amount of 
nutritious food, for, as Mr. BakewoU said, *'lt is the feeding more than the 
breeding that tells." 

The pastures may even look green, but the stock may not thrive, and 
upon the chemist testing the grasses his analysis may show that the 
minerals and organic dements are not normally proportioned. But, 
further, while one grass will fail to feed, or will not even grow, another 
species in the same place will thrive and boar abundant herbage, and both 
nourish and fatten stock. 

We have lately seen wonder expressed at the rye and other grasses 
affected with the ergot fungus fSecale cormUum) and that stock fed thereon 
suffer. Tills is apparently a great mystery to some, hut none to the 
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scientifit, as he knows that whenever a plant is growing in an uuhoaltliy 
condition, it is liable to the attacks of disease, and becomes tlie host and 
supporter of parasites. 

In experimenting with grasses and fodder plants, it is therefore necessary 
not only to introduce them from distant countries where they are in- 
digenous, and acclimatize them, but, after they are acclimatized, to grow 
them upon various kinds of soil, and under different conditions ; the soil of 
tlie experimental beds must represent these soils and conditions, or the 
experiments are worthless. The soils must vary between a light sandy 
mould, sandy loam, stiff loam, friable clay, stiff clay, calcareous sands and 
marl, and must be drained and undi'aincd. The experiments must be 
carried on during summer and winter, and the resulting herbage must be 
w^eighed, measured, and chemically analyzed during the first three years of 
the experiments, and then fed off by live stock pastured thereon for definite 
periods, according to the results desired to bo tested, and this for not less 
than three years, as the first year's feeding power is often different from the 
subsequent second, and third years. The grasses have after this to b® 
allowed to seed, and this seed then to be sown with twelve or more vigorous 
grasses and clovers, and if these do not smother them tliey are able to take 
their places atnoinj f/ramis for permanent pastures. If they do Jiot stand 
tills tost their merits are known, and they can bo placed in the i)08itiou 
they ought to hold as fodder or temporary grasses. 

For these and many other reasons I find it very difficult to predict what 
any grass will really be until actual experiment in growth and testing has 
revealed its qualities. Amongst the hundreds of grasses I have grown from 
many parts of the world, I am never able to say with certainty, until after 
years of continued experiment, what a grass will bo wortli in permanent or 
teufporary pasture ; some that are very poor for the first few years improve 
witli each year after they have been planted out permanently among the 
mixed grasses and grazed over, whilst others cannot stand against more 
vigorous grasses, or the grazing and trampling of stock, or they are not 
able to send their roots far enough for tliem to obtain a fresh supply of 
elements, after they have been located some time in the pastures. 

Thus the so-called perennial rye will bear feeding down for two, tliree, 
or four years, according to the seed or choice of soil and amount of stocking, 
and then will lose its normal cliomical elements and get weaker and 
diseased until it will die out, and bo replaced after a few years — more or 
less — according to circumstances, by Holcus lunatus, or by weeds, or if the 
ground is undrainod when it dies out, rushes will take its place, or as it 
requires for its healthy growth lime and potash salts, sheep feeding it off 
oouatantly will gradually remove in their wool and bones these elements ; 



Tr(tnsaetion$, — 'Botany. 


84d 

it gets diseased and attacked with ergot (Puccinia uredo)^ etc., and will be 
replaced by other plants in its struggle for existence. 

One other condition that must be noticed, and a very important one, is 
the period of rest during which the plant ceases to grow above yround, and 
either remains with only small growth in any part, or nearly quiescent, or 
in other species commences vigorous root action and extends under ground, 
this being regulated by the decreasing or increasing temperature, height of 
ground water, by which we understand the mean summer and winter water, 
level or height of moisture in the soil. The above and below soil changes 
of growth taking place in different grasses depending upon tlieir species, 
origin.al habitat, etc., at various seasons of the year in this island, either in 
the spring, summer, autumn, or winter, and all other things being equal, 
this growth above ground will determine at which season a grass is most to 
bo depended upon by tlio graziers and farmers in this colony. 

The Panicuni apectahUe^ which will be growing vigorously from October 
to April, will die down in the winter and only maintain a weak root-action 
yntil spring, while the Bromm tiniohuha will grow as fast above ground in 
the winter as in spring, atul not so rapidly during the summer and autumn. 
The Authoxanthum odoratum grows all the winter, spring, and autumn, and 
is a good feeding grass during those seasons. 

The FAymm condensatns grows fastest during the spring and autumn, 
continuing to grow, though less vigorously, in winter and summer. 

The Stenotaphnm ylabrumy so-called buffalo grass, and Cynodon dactylun 
or doob grass, grow best during the hottest and driest weather here, and 
whilst the Californian alfalfa with in-igation will make enormous growth 
during the summer, the Chilian alfalfa grows on also in the autumn and 
winter. 

The Trifolinm repena makes its principal growth in the spring; the 
Lolium perenne gets weaker after the first three or four years; while the 
Ahpecurua pratensia becomes a mucli better grass in permanent pastures 
after this period ; and although hero on swamps and peat bogs many of the 
English pasture grasses will not thrive, the Ayroatis atohnifera there grows 
well and is very fattening to cattle. The Poa ayuatica and Featuca aqtiaiica 
will thrive best by the sides of rivers, streams, and damp places, making 
there the best feeding glass ; while the Klymua arenantia, and Paapalum 
littorale^ and Achillea millefoliumt and some others will grow on nearly 
pure sand and be then relished by stock, so much that some of my sheep 
selected the Klymua arenarlm from many other grasses in preference to any- 
thing else. 

The Dactylis caapitoaa is said by some authorities (but of this I cannot 
speak from personal experience at present) to grow best in swamps by the 
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Bea ; and I know tlio Holcm lanatus will grow on most soils, however stiff 
or wet they may be, as well as the Plantago laneeolata. 

The Cynoiurus cristatus will make a permanent pasture for sheep on the 
driest and poorest gravelly downs, and be greatly assisted by the Pentzia 
virgata^ or Oape-shoep bush ; whilst the Onohrychis saliva will only grow 
profitably for feeding on soils containing a considerable proportion of lime ; 
while upon lands shaded by wood or overgrown by trees several Poos will 
grow well, as will also the Panicim dvconipositum, Anmdinelta nepaUnsMt 
and other kinds. The white clover will grow and ripen its seed where bees 
and other insects can be found. In this colony, the rod or Trifolium prateme 
finds very few insects capable of carrying pollen grain to fertilize it, as the 
humble bee that fertilizes it in England wo have not hero ; yet sometimes I 
have had a patch of this clover with perfectly fertile seeds, and though I am 
not yet able to say positively what insects are the fertilizing agents, I am 
inclined at present to think it is the ant that does it — but I hope soon to 
learn more of this from test experiments now going on. And again, while 
many of the grasses and clovers will cease to fatten sheep and produce 
disease in them if they eat them when their young growth is first com- 
mencing in spring, Phi cum pretcuse will stop the diarrhoea produced, and will 
continue to nourish and fatten them at a time when other grasses will not 
do as well ; and this being a good autumnal grass, and very nourishing at 
other seasons, it should be more sown than it is at i)re8ent. So well do the 
Canadian and North American farmers and graziers know its worth, that 
they sowitjvery largely, and often to the exclusion of the Lvliums, for sheep 
and cattle pasture. 

Another genus of grasses very valuable for permanent pasture are the 
fescues — Fcsluca yigautea^ h\ eJatwr^ F, pratensiSf F, riibrtiy F, duriuscuta — 
and many otliors of these valuable grasses are in this climate growing 
vigorously, and yielding herbage in the %vinter when the so-cfilled perennial 
rye is nearly dormant. These fescues, sending their roots deeply down, find 
elements to assist their healthy growth when other grasses are attacked by 
fungus and other diseases ; and tlic instincts of sheep and cattle will cause 
thorn to crop these grasses in certain seasons instead of any others. 

Among the red clovers for permanent pastures in tliis colony, none aro 
bettor than the Trlfoliiiin pratmse peremie, or cow-grass, as it not only 
continues to grow year after year when it has been sown, and produces a 
largo amount of herbage, but it very frequently has its seeds fertile, and 
sows itself down if not too closely cropped in the autumn. In a small 
paddock in which I had it sown some years since wdtli many other kinds of 
grasses, plants of it are to be found far distant from the place in which it 
was originally sown, and each year I observe an iucreasiug quantity of 
plants. 
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The Oaliforiiian variety of lucerne or Oaliforniau alfalfai which hae 
during the past two years been much written upon in the various agricul- 
ttiral journals, is a very useful plant, as it will grow a very large and 
abundant crop of herbage either for fodder or making into hay, or for 
grazing upon with periods of rest between the grazings. It forms much 
larger roots than the other lucernes, and is in several other respects 
different ; it is well worUiy of culture by^tho graziers and farmers. The 
plan that I have pursued with it is to allow my cows or bullocks to feed 
upon it for two weeks, then take them out and place sheep on it for two 
weeks to eat it close to the ground ; then remove them, and leave tlie alfalfa 
to grow for a month, and then follow this course again ; and for the two 
weeks I allow five large cattle or twenty sheep to the acre. It requires to 
bo grown in different enoloamoa to pursue this system, so that while the 
stock are feeding in one enclosure the other is at rest and able to grow again. 

Another x^laut, called the x)rickly comfrey, has recently been recom- 
mondod as a fodder or soiling plant. It was introduced into notice in 1811, 
and at that time rocommondod for fattening stock, but passed out of notice, 
and has since been revived. Of the several comfreys, Syniphijtion aaperri* 
Vi urn is the one now most in favour. As soon as I noticed the renewal of 
interest in it, I ordered plants from Franco and elsewhere, and, having 
obtained them, have now placed them under tost culture ; but the time is 
too short to bo able to give any details as to their worth or capabilities in 
this colony. 

Aiirostia anjmtea , — A perennial grass of great merit, giws vigorously 
through the spring, summer, and autumn, and part of tlio winter, yielding 
a fmr proportion of nutritive herbage, seeding freely if allowed to do so. It 
is readily catcii by stock, holds its own amongst other grasses, and is a 
valuable grass with mixed permanent grasses on runs or pastures, 

AtUhiaima aiistralij<, — The seed of this widely- sj)read Australian grass I 
obtained from Tasmania, the seed cam© uj) late in the spring ; it sent up 
seed-heads which were three-and-a-half feet in height. It was cut for seed 
about the latter end of December ; it continued to grow during the summer 
and autumn, until the frosts of winter became severe, when it remained 
with only small growth during the remaining months, till spring wcatlier 
stiirtod it into fresh growth, when it grow weU, yielding much herbage to 
the stock grazing upon it. It possesses elements well fitted for the growth 
and development of sheep and cattle, and is a good grass for permanent 
pasture, but is better for not being too heavily stocked. 

/Irena argentea, — A permanent pasture grass growing an abundance of 
foliage during the autumn, winter, and spring, but somewhat less during 
the dry summer weather; it contains a lodge amount of nutritive and 
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fattetdng material. It does not readily ripen fertile seeds but forms plenty 
of empty glumes. It is a good grass for permanent pasture. 

Arundinella nepaUmU. — This excellent summer grass commences its 
growth in the first warm spring weather, and continues to increase during 
the whole summer, forming in this climate a dense mat of foliage, which 
grows as fast as it is cut or eaten down, continuing its growth until the 
coldness of winter stops it. It is especially in this latitude a summer grass, 
but valuable for its rapid growth at tliat season, and thrives on lugh dry 
land. 

Alkali grass of British Columbia. — A most valuable perennial hai*dy grass, 
grows well during the winter, spring, and autumn in this island, and is a 
very useful grass, well worth introduction into the pormanont pastures liere. 

Agrosiis rubra. — Procured from the United States, an oxcollont permanent 
grass, grows from early spring to a late })eriod of the winter, sending up 
delicate, shoii;, thick herbage, filling up spaces amongst other mixed grasses ; 
spreads more by seeding than by its creeping stolons ; in this dilfering from 
many others of its genus. 

Andropogon annulalus. — This is here both a summer and autumn grass ; 
it does not gi’ow fast hero during the winter, but at the period of its gi-eatcst 
growth sends up an abundance of herbage ; it is an excel lent pastiuc grass. 

Chians tfuncata, — A perennial grass of good tiuality for siunmer pasture, 
growing freely during the spring, summer, ajid autumn montlus ; it docs 
little during the winter here, so must be relied upon for its herbage during 
the hot, dry summer season, when the stock like it much. It fattens them, 
and if not too closely cropped down, it seeds and spreads freely. 

Chhru divarkata , — This is here principally a summer grass, but grows 
very late into the autumn ; it is useful at all seasons of the year, ripens its 
seed well and sows itself down, tlius spreading and filling up vacant places. 

Chlom ventneosa . — This like the preceding grass grows in the dry and 
hot weather, producing a fair quantity of feed which the stock are fond of, 
as they leave many others for them. 

Dactglis glaucescens. — In appearance this grass much resembles the com- 
mon cocksfoot or orchard grass except in its bluer colour. It also grow^^ 
much later into tlio winter than the cocksfoot, and is a better gi*ass for 
supplying winter feed ; it also contains more starch and sugar elements in 
its foliage than the other species of that genus. It is a very useful grass 
for permanent pasture, 

KragrostU ekgam . — Although . an annual, is a useful grass for those 
who only want a grass of this character, as it sends up an abundant 
nutritious herbage tlurough the spring, summer, and autumn, 

Helopus annulaius . — Tliis is a very excellent and fattening gross; grows 



852 


Transactiom. — Botany, 


all summer during the driest weather^ much relished by the stocky and a 
very desirable grass for permanent pasture, bears a great quantity of seod^ 
and as it lays many of its stems along the ground that escape the grazing 
of the stock, it thus increases and spreads. It is very nutritious and 
fattening, and well worthy of a place in pastures. 

Panicuni decompositum. — A fast-growing abundant grass, grows well 
under trees, forms a thick solo, and during summer is a rapidly increasing 
plant, able to ripen seed in large quantities through all the autumn : grows 
from spring to late autumn. 

.Panicuyn onzymiw , — A quick-growing grass, much to be recommended if 
quite closely kept fed down, but it must not bo allowed to form sood-heads, 
as the long awns upon its seed might injure tho cattle ; if closely cropped 
would be very useful, as its abmidaut leaves contain a large amount of 
nutritive elements. 

Pennisetnm italimm , — This, although an annual, will be found very use- 
ful by the farmer for one of tho grasses for a rotation crop ; it bears an 
abundance of very fattening foliage, which is throe feet high ; it forms large 
bunches of leaves and tall seed-stems, and is greedily oaten by cattle and 
other stock, quickly making them fat. 

Pennisetnm glaucum , — Is also an annual, and distinguished from tho pre- 
ceding by its glaucous colour, taller herbage, and later growth ; in the 
season of its greatest vigour it is a very fattening grass, and should be 
sown by farmers and others who only require an annual grass ; it may bo 
fed down very closely, quickly growing up again. 

. Paspalum diHlkhum, — A useful grass to sow in damp places or along 
tho banks of water-courses. It yields an abundance of nutritious herbage 
during tho warm weather that stock much approve of. It is a very superior 
grass, and should bo widely sown in permanent pasture, more especially on 
damp lands or swampy meadows. 

Paspahm liltoraU,—A very good grass for sandy lauds along the sea coast, 
and is there one of tlie best feeding grasses. 

Paspalum dilatatum, — A valuable perennial pasture grass, as it yields an 
abundance of herbage, it fattens stock quickly as. they are fond of it ; it 
holds its place so well amongst mixed grasses that it ought to be generally 
sown in permanent pasture. 

Tho preceding are a few grasses and fodder plants selected from my notes 
upon many hundreds of such plants as 1 have introduced, acclimatized, and 
experimented with during the past eighteen years, and although there is a 
great temptation to add largely to the number above described, yet a fear of 
wearying the members of the Philosopliicol Society, by adding many others 
to the list upon this occasion, causes me to limit tho number to those above 
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moi^tioned, for although 1 feel the greatest interest in procuring, acclima- 
tizing, cultivating, experimenting witli, and testing all obtainable grasses, 
fodder i)lauts, all kinds of edible plants, fruits of every kind, timber and 
other trees, in fact, every kind of economic and useful plant, yet to others 
who are not so enthusiastic, a very long list and description of grasses and 
fodder plants at one sitting would only bo tiresome. Yet to the fai'mers and 
graziers the subject of adding more to the present grasses and plants those 
that will increase the feeding and fattening powers of their lands, must be 
one of importance, and it would be almost impossible for many of them to 
obtain from various parts of the world the many hundreds of grasses and 
tost them for themselves. 

As the Government of this colony have not thought it desirable to have 
an acclimatization ground or botanic garden, in which a proper set of ex- 
periments could bo carried out upon the grasses and other economic plants, 
it has been left to private persons to introduce and experiment upon these 
plants. We have to procure them at coiisidorahle risk and cost from the 
various nursery and seedsmen in Europe, America, and elsewhere, or obtain 
them from friends engaged in similar pursuits, and bad it not been for the 
kindness of Baron von Mueller, Dr. Schomburgh, Mr. Bacchus, Mr. Way, 
Mr. Phillips, and other botanists and experimentalists, it would have been 
almost impossible to have obtained many of the very valuable Australian 
grass seeds and test them hero. The same remark applies to Emropean and 
Asiatic plants and seeds, as the nursery and seedsmen cannot or wDl not 
execute the orders sent, the seeds often not being in their stock for sale. 

The time of the Society will not bo therefore, I trust, altogether wasted 
in listening to a description of some of tlie grasses which have proved them- 
selves to he very useful for what they are recommended, as adding to the 
number of feeding plants for the live stock of this colony will not only be of 
advantage to tlie farmers and graziers, but to the general prosperity of 
colonists, and all connected with this country who may bo concerned in the 
growth and development of the trade in wool, moat, and otlier produce of 
the sheep and cattle here pastured. 


Abt. XL VII. — Note^ on the Fertilization of Glossostigma. 

By T. F. Cheeseman, F.L.S. 

IBtad before the Auckland Institute ^ May^ 1877.] 

The remarkable sensitiveness of the upper part of the stylo of Gloemtiifma 
elatinoides does not appear to have been previously noticed. As the facts of 
the oaee, though simple onougli, are yet peculiar, and may perhaps p^siioss 
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some little interest for those naturalists engaged in the study of the varied 
modes of fertilization in use among x>lants, I havo drawn up the following 
notes on the subject. 

GloiHio»ihjma ehUumdes is a small, creeping, intricately branched moss- 
liko plant, generally found in wet swamps, or by tlio margins of lakes and 
ponds, often growing entirely submerged. The flowers, wliicli are axillary 
on short peduncles, are very minuto, hardly exceeding i inch in diameter. 
The corolla has a short tube and five nearly etpial spreading lobes ; the two 
upper, however, are ratlier smaller and more closely united than the lower. 
The margins of all the lobes are fringed with numerous minute cilijc, and 
tlie cellular tissue throughout is unusually lax. Tho stamens ai*o four in 
number, two long and two short, the anthers being approximated in pairs, 
one above the other, as in so many of tho Serophilarinea, Tho stylo is 
about tlio same lengtli as the corolla. At the base it is nearly cylindrical, 
and very slender, but above the middle it expands into a broad and thin 
Bpoon-shapGd laniijia, the anterior surface of which is quite smooth and 
plane, but the back covered with delicate clavato papilho pointing upwards 
towarcls tho summit of the style. 

Oji examining a recently expanded flower, it will be observed that tho 
broad cud of tho stylo is abruptly doubled over towards the front of the 
flower, thus covering tho stamens and entirely concojiling them from view. 
Ii the point of a noodle, or stiff bristle, bo inserted into the corolla, and the 
front of the siigiua lightly touched, it at once springs up and uncovers the 
fttiimens, moving back to the upper lip of the flower, to which it becomea 
so closely applied that it is difliciilt to distinguish it from tho corolla 
without tho use of a lens. After a short time the stylo gradually moves 
inwards, and ultimately bends over the staixKiiiH as at first. With tho view 
of ascertaining the time which elapses before the stigma resumes its normal 
position, I made the following experiment. At 9 a.m. I touched tho 
stigmas of seven flowers, causing them to uncover the stamens and occupy 
their i)ositioji at the back of the flower. At 9*12 one of the styles had 
commenced to move inwards; at 9' 15 all had advanced a considerable 
distance; at 9*20 five out of tho seven covered the (^,nthers as closely as at 
first; at 9*26 the whole of tho seven had resumed their original position. 
Furtlier experiment also showed that the stigmas may bo repeatedly touched, 
but always retain tlieir sensitiveness until tho flower commences to wither. 

It cannot be doubted that this irritability of the style is connected with 
the fertilization of the .plant — in fact, that it is solely a contrivance to 
secure cross-fertilization possibly so arranged that if the flower is not visited 
by insects self-fertilization is not prevented. Let an insect crawl into the 
flower, or let a larger one insert its proboscis; it would be difficult for either 
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to avoid tonobing the upper part of the style, which would then move back 
and expose the anthers. On retiring, the insect would in all probability dust 
itself over with pollen, but it would not by this effect the fertilization of the 
flower, as the stigma would then bo closely applied to the upper lip of the 
corolla, — entirely out of its path. But let the same insect visit a scconl 
flower, and it is then every way likely that some of the pollen would be 
rubbed off by the stigma, which as wo have seen, would be naturally 
touched on the first entrance of an insect. I have not been able to syste- 
matically watch the flowers so as to ascertain what species are instrumental 
in transferring the pollen, but I have twice observed small Diptera engaged 
in sucking the flowers. Several of those I caught, and found grains of 
pollen on the foreheads of some of them. The common red ant is often 
found crawling over the plant, and I have seen one emerge from a flower 
with the front of its head thickly covered with yellow pollen, thus proving 
that this species may play no unimportant part in the fertilization of the 
plant. Their visits would not, however, be so benoficial as those of winged 
insects, whicli would he more likely to bring pollen from distinct plants, 
and thus effect a more advantageous cross. 

Late in autumn the plants are usually covered with capsules, so 
that, if fertilization is chiefly performed by insects, they certainly fulfil 
their duties in an effectual manner. In old flowers that have been seldom 
visited it often happens that pollen drops from the anthor-cells on to the 
face of the style bent down just below ; and I perhaps too liastily concluded 
that self-fertilization would thus inevitably take j)lace if from any reason 
the flowers were not visited by insects, I did not, until almost too late in 
the season, pay sufficient attention to the difference existing between the 
two surfaces of the expanded portion of the style ; and I am now inclined 
to believe that only one is stigmatiferous — the posterior one, or tliat turned 
to the back of the flower when the style is erect, and to the front when it 
is curved over the stamens. Certainly this surface alone possesses wxdl- 
developed stigmatic iiapillte, and on it alone have I been able to observe the 
development and intrusion of the pollen-tubes. If this view is correct, 
self-fertilization would be almost, if not altogether, impossible. 

The movements of tlie style in GlomiHtvjma form the most cmious 
example of irritability in the female reproductive orgmjs of plants that I 
am acquainted with, excepting that produced by a sliglit touch on the 
gynostemium of SUjUdium. The closing together of tlie two arms of the 
style in Mimulm and allied genera is analogous ; but in the case of these 
plants the movement is rarely through a greater angle than 60° or 70°, and 
is usually much loss ; while in Ohsaostujma the point of the style moves 
througli an ai*o of at least 180°. Ou referring to the description given by 
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Mr, Bontbam iu bis “ Flora Australionsis” of Veplidium and Microcarpaa, 
two genera closely allied to Olassosivjyna^ I find that the style is described 
as “ short, dilated into a broad spathnlate lamina curved over the stamens,” 
being almost the same language made use of iu describing tlio pistil of 
OlossQgtvjma, It would bo interesting to know whether these two genera 
possess tlie singular irritability now noticed. 


Abt. XL VIII. — JDescrlption of a new Species of Polypodium. 

By T. F. Chkkskman, F.L.S. 

[JiJtfati before the Aucklatid Institute^ 10th Novemhei\ 1877.] 

During an excursion made in January last for the purpose of examining the 
vegetation of the district betwoou the Waipa llivor and llaglan, I was greatly 
interested by colloctiug an evidently undescribed species of Polifpodiuni at 
au altitude of about 2,000 feet on the Pirongia Mountahj. A few days 
later, the same plant was gathered on the summit of the isolated mountain 
Karioi, between Raglan and Aotea. As iu all probability it will be found 
that the species extends from tliese two localities southwards through the 
little known Upper Waipa and Mokaii districts, and perhaps even still 
further south, I have thought it advisable to draw up a brief account of its 
distinguishing characters in order that the attention of collectors in oilier 
parts of the colony may be directed to it. I will not, however, confer a 
name upon the species, as this may have been already done iu England, 
specimens having been forwarded to Kew immediately after its discovery. 

Pidifpodiunt ( Phtpnatodes jy sp. nov. 

Rhizome stout, woody, as thick as the fore-fingcr, densely clotlied with 
large tawny ovate-lanceolate spreading scales. Stipes 6-12 inches long, 
quite glabrous, erect, smooth, and glossy. Frond dark green, 1-2 foot in 
length, 8-12 inches broad, in the upper part cut, down to withiu a short 
distance of the rachis, into numerous linear acuminate entire lobes ; sub- 
pinnate below. Lobes varying in number from 5-14 on a side, 4-8 inches 
long, usually about i inch wide, lower ones often narrowed towards their 
bases. In largo specimens it often happens that the lower lobes are free 
to the main rachis, so that the frond might bo described as pinnate in the 
lower half. Texture sub-coriaceous, or sometimes almost papyi'aceous ; 
both sides quite glabrous ; main veins indistinct, areolfl 3 rather large, with 
included free veinlets. Sori rather small, in a single row, nearer the 
margin than the midrib, sliglitly immersed. 
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Hab, Pirongia Moimtaiu, not uncommon above 2,200 feot alt, ; Earioi 
Mountain, near the summit of the highest peaks, alt, 2,800 feet. 

From the above description it will be scon that the species is closely 
allied to the variable and widely distributed P, biUardieriy but from all the 
forms of this plant it can readily be distinguished by the rhizome being 
densely clothed with shaggy spreading scales entirely different in appearance 
from the closely appressed squamro with which the rhizome of P, billardieri 
is furnished. It is also a larger plant, the fronds being often over 2 feet 
in height ; the lobes are far more numerous and much narrower ; the 
venation is more indistinct, the texture thinner, and the sori smaller. In 
addition, I failed to observe any tendency to the polymorphism of the fronds 
so well marked in both P. billardieri and its near ally P. All 

the plants seen had their fronds unifoimly lobod in a pinnate manner as 
described above, and simple-fronded si>ccimons could not be found, I 
should perhaps mention tliat the ordinary forms of P. billardieri and P. 
jmtidatim were abundant in tlio same locality ; indeed, the three plants 
could be seen growing side by side. 

Note. — 22ud December, 1877. Since writing the above I have been 
informed that a new Polypodiuin has been recently discovered by Mr. H. 
0. Field in the forest country to the west of Kuapohu. Not having seen 
specimens 1 am unable to state positively that Ifr. Field’s plant is the same 
as mine, but from the description given to mo 1 have but little doubt that 
the two are identical. 


Art. XLIX, — Xoie on a branched Nikau Tree, By S. Percy Smith, 

Plate XV. 

[Read before the Auckland InMitute, 22nd October^ 1877.] 

The following sliort note has reference to a nikau palm, which in its manner 
of growth presents some features of an abnormal character. It was dis- 
covered by one of the survey parties gi-owing in the forests at the base of 
tlie Tangihua Mountains, Whangaroi, and it was on a late visit to that 
district tliat I had an opportunity of seeing this vegetable curiosity. 

Most people are acquainted with the ordinary nikau palm ( Areea mpida) 
of Now Zealand, witli its smooth cylindrical stem encircled with equal rings 
of annual growth, and surmounted with a luxuriant crown of wide-spreading 
leaves. The stem is nearly always quite straight without branch or knot 
or bond in it to spoil its symmetry. The subject of this note, however, has 
eleven separate and distinct branches growing from one parent stem, most 



868 Transactiona. — liotany. 

of which separate from the main trunk at about five feet from the ground 
and after rising some ten feet higher some of them divide again into other 
branches. 

The tree itself is about nine inches in diameter at the ground, and about 
six inches just before it divides, the branches being from tliree to four 
inches each in diameter. The total height of the tree is about thirty feet, 
and each branch is crowned with a fine head of luxuriant leaves, forming 
altogetlier a most beautiful object. The forest around contains hundreds 
of ordinary nikaus with single stems, but none with any sign of branches. 
There was no fruit on tlie tree, though others in the vicinity were in 
beaiing ; this may not, however, be owing to any barrenness in it, for it is 
stated that the palms do not boar seed every year. It would bo rather 
interesting to ascei*tain whether the seeds of this particular tree would 
produce branched offspring like itself. 

Since seeing tliia tree I have made inquiries of several old bushmen and 
others with a view of eliciting whether they had ever seen or hoard of the 
like before^ and with one exception have been answered in the negative. 
In this case my informant stated that he had seen a deformed specimen 
which had divided into two branches — the causo of which he attributed to 
accident — such as the falling of a tree mto its head, by which it would 
become divided but still have siifiiciont vitality to recover the blow. I do 
not attempt to assign any cause why'this tree differs from its follows, but 
simply bring the matter before the Society as an example of a marked 
deviation from a general form of vegetable life. The accompanying sketch 
(pi. XV.), copied from a rough one taken on the ground, will give a much 
better idea of the tree than any description I can give. ^ 


Akt. L . — Xotea on Ferns, lly T. H. Potts. 

[Read before the Philotsophical InstiUUe of Canterbury y ^th December y 1877 .] 

The writer offers a few notes on the habits and localities of some of our 
ferns, trusting they may be of some interest, as habitats are given not 
mentioned in “ Hooker’s Handbook.” One cannot fail to notice the great 
changes that are daily taking place in the natural aspect of the country. 
More especially is this the case in forest lands, where a vast amount of 
timber has been used up or destroyed within the past ten years. Ten years 
ago is about tho date of Dr. Hooker’s most valuable Handbook of the New 
Zealand Flora. In that work of reference, “ abundant throughout the 
islands” is a constantly ^recurring plirase as applied to ferns. This 
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expression would be found no longer applicable in many parts of the 
country. 

Ahophila volensoiy Hook. 

Perhaps the hardiest of our tree-fern group, it may bo found in 
mountainous districts, sometimes in very exposed places on the outskirts of 
bush, at an altitude of from 2,000 feet to 8,000 feet. Trunk often absent 
or prostrate, exposed or covered with soil, from two to four feet long. 
Where fronds have been exposed to the rigour of severe winters, they 
assume a rich cinnamon hue. Malveni Hills; near mountain tops on 
Banks Peninsula. 

Hynienophylhm bivalve y Swartz. 

On rocks or trees, in thick masses in bushy gullies, west of Mount 
Somers ; also plentiful on Banks Peninsula. 

llymenophyllum javanicu niy Spreng. 

This filmy fern flourishes near waterfalls, often in a bed of moss 
together with Polypodluni yrarnmitulis. Its habit is tufted, more so tlian is 
usually tho case witli llymmophyllacece. In rocky gullies near the Rakaia 
Gorge; also westerly as far as tho Havelock River, at about 2,200 feet 
above the sea. 

Hyoiniophyllum malinyily Mott. 

One of tho nearest habitats of this very peculiar fern is amongst tho 
ranges of Banks Peninsula. As, under our present system of the adininis- 
tvatiou of lands, tho peninsula forests will probably be cxterrniuated at no 
distant date, perhaps tho following notes may bo worth recording. 

This fern usually occupies a dry place on a decaying limb or trunk of a 
tree, at a distance of several feet from tho ground. We have found it on 
Podocarjnis toiaray Ltboccdrm donianay etc., etc. From the similarity of 
its varying tints and shades of greens, greys, and browns, it may be easily 
mistaken for a patch of lichens. We have not met with it carrying its fronds 
erect, as described in Hooker’s “Handbook.” Its pendent fronds form 
thick imbricated masses ; its thick woolly toinontum enables it to catch and 
retain moisture gathered from mountain fogs and mists ; its rough rhizome 
creeps amongst and through the ragged strips of soft bark, and even 
penetrates tho bark itself. The young frond, where it shoots fi*om the 
rhizomo, lias at tho swollen base of tho stipe a dense patch of hair or 
scales ; the stipe itself is sparsely sprinkled with pale brown hairs. Just 
below tho rachis the tomontum is dense, as it is indeed over every part of 
the frond. The growing frond soon loses its crozier state, uncurling into 
a lunate form; colour huffish, changing to greyish-grooii with a silvery 
glint; the terminal divisions with the sori orango-brown. Some of the 
lower pinnte are darkish-green above, reddish-brown beneath. With the 
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aid of a good glass, the stellate tomentum that so closely envelopes this 
singular plant presents a most curious and interesting appearance. Wo 
have collected this Hjjmenophi/Ilum in the bush above Port Levy and Pigeon 
Bay, sometimes growing in company with a small form of IL bivalve. 

Rhizome slender, creeping, rough, fulvous, with a few scattered tawny 
scales, or hairy. Stipe, base gibbous, tomentoso, long, slender, 2-8 inches 
long; upper portion immediately below the racliis densely tomentoso. 
Fronds pendent, narrow-oblong, 2-0 inches long, 1-1 J inches broad, 
bi- tri- or quadripinnatifid ; covered above and beneath with a close 
tomentum; upper surface greyish-green to buff, dull reddish-brown 
beneath. Divisions long, narrow, almost terete ; sori terminal on the 
segments, clothed with shaggy hairs, rather dark buffish-brown ; the whole 
frond coriaceous, stilf, rather Imrsli to the touch. 

In the “ Synopsis Filicum” it is placed next to a South American fern, 
IL sericum^ with which it is said to be closely connected. In Hooker’s 
‘‘ Handbook of the New Zealand Flora” it was grouped with Tnchomanes. 

Trirho manes venosnnif Br. 

On the rhizome of Todra hymenophjUoideH ; on the stems of tree-ferns, 
such as llmitelia smithiL DickHonia squarrosa ; in the bushes of Banks 
Peninsula, including the Port Hills. 

Cjjstopterh frayilis, Bern. 

On grassy terraces near the gorge of the Rakaia river ; in Moixnt Guy 
valley in the Upper Ashburton district ; River Havelock, Upper Rangitata ; 
on the lower spurs of Hoimt Herbert, Banks Peninsula. Altitude of 
habitat varying from 500 feet to about 2,500 feet. 

Adianium diaphannm, Blurae (?). • 

In the gorge of the Rakaia river the writer collected an AdianUnn which 
is probably A, diapbanmn. It differs somewhat from tlie diagnosis given in 
Hooker’s and Baker’s “ Synopsis Filicum.” Should it prove to be A. 
diaphammy this siibalpine habitat is worth recording. Tho rock from 
whence it was taken is about 900 feet above sea-level. Stipe slender, 
polished, blackish, 8-4 inches long. Frond — 4-6 inches long, 1-1 

inches broad ; simply pinnate, rarely with one . feeble branch at the 
base; pinnules i-1 inch broad, k-i inch deep; lower margin decurved; 
upper and outer line cuneato, texture thin, surface on both sides naked. 
Sori few, not contiguous. 

Pelleea fakatay Br. 

Amongst dry rocks, in bushy ravines, on slopes of Dun Mountain, 
Nelson. 

Lomaiia diiplicatay Potts. 

On referring specimens of this fern to tho atxthorities at Kew, it was 
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judged to be a variety of L. procera* A plant the writer haa under cultiva- 
tion has nine fronds (barren and fertile) exhibiting the peculiar habit from 
which it was named. 

L. patenoni, Spreng. 

Near springs or rills in gulUea and outskirts of bush on Banks Penin- 
sula ; in similar positions in the Malvern Hills it may be found growing in 
the greatest luxuriance, fronds giving a measurement of above 3 feet in 
length. 

Aaplmium irichomanea^ Linn. 

In crevices of rocks in the gorge of the Ashburton river, on the lower 
spurs of Mount Herbert. 

A. JiahellifoUitni^ Cavan. 

Tlie finest form of this elegant fern that has fallen under the writer’s 
notice was obtained amongst sheltering rocks in the dry bays of Lake 
Ellesmere. 

A, fakatum, Lam. 

Fine specimens on Podocarpua .spicata, near Akaroa. 

Aspidium aculeatiiniy Swartz. 

Often found growing as a parasite, most frequently on aged specimens 
of Onselinia littoralis (broadleaf) in the bush, lying high on Banks 
Peninsula. 

Gymnoyramma leptophyllay Desv. 

Abundant about the rocks in Port Cooper up to the head of the harbour. 
This delicate feni can bo cultivated with little trouble ; it is produced freely 
wherever the seed has boon permitted to ripen ; in crevices amongst moist 
rooks or stones it soon becomes established. 

Gymnoyramme alpina, sp. nov. 

Bhizome dark" brown, stout, ascending, clothed with brown scales. 
Fronds silvery-green above, oblong, narrow, 1-3 inches long, half inch 
broad ; junnate, densely villous, soft, thick in substance. Stipe silvery - 
green or brownish, tufted, stout or slender, densely villous. Pinn© 
petiolod, except the last three, in pairs or alternate, delfoid or cuneate, with 
two or three blunt irregular- shaped lobes, both sides densely villous, veins 
flaboUate; sori ovate, numerous, covering a large portion of the under- 
surface of pinn®. ^ 

A hardy perennial, gi-owing in crevices of rocks on steep facings of the 
Southern Alps at an elevation of some 3,000 feet. In tins habitat it with- 
stands the rigours of winter, the severity of which is quite unknown to the 
dwellers near the coast. It is probably the most densely villous of all the New 
Zealand Filices ; id its soft woolly texture and silvery-giey colours it boars 
close resemblance to several plants of our alpine flora. Compared with G. 

vl 
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pfjzoi, it Iflokfl the membranouB texture of tlmt rare fern, the fronds are 
crowded, the pinn© far less distant ; the writer names it provisionally 6^. 
aff/ina, as appropriate from its habitat. 

It was collected by Mr. Gray in the Upper Ashburton district. 

Nothochhma disians^ Br. 

In the Handbook tlie habitat of this deciduous fern is not particularized 
further than Nortli Island, on basaltic rocks, on the authority of Golenso. 
The writer has obtained it in abundance on the cliffs and rocks about Port 
Coo2>er ; on the rocks that wall in the creek in Church Bay it is plentiful, 
growing in close proximity to the much admired Cheilanthes, 


Akt, LI. — Oh the Naturalized Plants of Port Nicholson and the adjacent 
District. By T. Kibk, F.L.S. 

[Jtfad before the Wellington Philoaophieal Society^ 12th January^ 1878.] 

One of the most interesting branches of scientific investigation is the dis- 
placement or replacement of plants and animals which w’e know is now in 
progress over nearly all parts of the earth’s surface. In islands and conti- 
nents where man has not taken up his permanent abode, the process is slow 
])Ut none the less certain ; seeds of iJauts from other latitudes, wafted by the 
waves, germinate on the shore, and finding a suitable habitat, are gradually 
diflused through the interior ; other seeds, or possibly fragments of plants 
themselves, are borne by birds, even by insects, or in some rare cases carried 
by winds ; seeds of jdants from more distant regions may be accidentally 
thrown overboard from passing ships, or the sailor landing to inter his dead 
shipmate, leaves behind him the northern chickweed, or the broad-leaved 
plantain, which so habitually follows the track of the pioneers of civilization 
that the North American Indians have poetically termed it the “ footstep of 
the whites.” It is easy to realize how by these and siinilar'noiseless agencies, 
material changes may be produced in the aspect of the flora of an uninhabited 
country in the course of centuries. But with the advent of man other forces 
acting in the same direction are brought into operation partly by design and 
partly by accident, so that for a time these changes are accelerated in a 
constantly increasing ratio, and the work of centuries is compressed into a 
decade. The forest is destroyed, the vegetation of the plain is changed, or 
at least so intermixed with exotic plants that its aspect is entirely new. 
Foreign weedy plants spread through the land, destroying by their superior 
vigour much of the original vegetation. In more distant situations sheep and 
cattle feeding closely upon the herbs, or on the tender shoots of shrubs, 
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speedily destroy the undergrowth, admitting the light and air. These in their 
turn act unfavourably on the larger vegetation which has attained its 
growth in a dark damp atmosphere, and the injurious agency gradually 
extends over a constantly widening area. But in this colony it rarely 
happens that the process of displacement passes into complete replacement ; 
it rarely or never results in the extirpation of indigenous species, although 
it greatly reduces tlie number of individuals. The admission of air and 
light, while unfavourable to certain plants, tends to increase the vigour of 
others, which exhibit a luxuriant growth they had never before displayed, 
and at length a turning-point is reached, the invaders lose a poi-tion of 
tlieir vigour and become less encroaching, while the indigenous plants find 
tlie struggle less severe and gradually recover a portion of their lost 
ground, the result being the gradual amalgamation of those kinds best 
adapted to hold their own in the struggle for existence with the introduced 
forms, and the restriction of those less favourably adapted to habitats which 
afford them special advantages. This, in brief, is a statement of the 
phenomena now in progress throughout the colony ; but at present wo are 
not in a position fully to appreciate several of its bearings. 

It can scarcely be expected that those who wore familiar with the general 
features of the vegetation of New Zealand before they were modified or 
changed by tlio progress of settlement will at once accept the statement I 
have given as correct. They have witnessed the steady onset of axe and 
fire, the unceasing advance of cattle and sheep, and they have been so 
impressed with the almost total extinction of many strilving plants over 
areas where they were formerly abundant, as to have lost sight of the 
tenacity with which plants in general maintain tlieir existence even under 
unfavourable conditions, of tlio surprising power of adaptation which 
they often exhibit under changed circumstances, and are led to the 
conclusion that sooner or later the majority of our native plants 
must inevitably become extinct. I can only share in tliis fear to a 
limited extent, and could almost count upon my fingers the particular 
plants for which such a danger is most to he feared. In no part 
of the world has agriculture been carried to a higher pitch of perfec- 
tion than in the British Islands; in no part have the open lands been 
more completely brought under cultivation; yet we know that under 
these adverse circumstances not more than two or three species, at most, 
have become extinct, although many have become extremely rare, and only 
maintain themselves in situations offering peculiar advantages. The 
Killarney fern, Trichonianee radicans^ Sw,, has often been reported as 
extinct, yet scarcely a year passes without some new station being disco- 
vered, or some of the old statioDS proving reproductive. Aeplenum 
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gmnanicum^ Weiss, affords another instance of the tenacity with vliich 
plants maintain their existepce under the most unfavourable conditions. 
Adiantuni capiUue-veneriSy L., Woodda ilvenda, Br., \V, kyperhorea^ Br., 
Nephrodium crkiatum^ Bich., arc similar examples. Not only have the 
plants here named to endure the changed conditions brought about by 
agricnltural and pastoral occupations, but they have suffered largely from 
the ravages of vulgar curiosity-hunters, who value a thing only for its 
rarity, and sometimes strive to render tlie habitat of a rare plant unproduc- 
tive, in order to enhance the value of the specimens in their possession ; 
and from the mania for fern-collecting, which for years past has been a 
fashionable pursuit in Britain, as well as from the more legitimate but far 
less destructive indents of botanists, they may therefore be taken as extreme 
cases. 

Numerous flowering plants exemplifying the same tenacity of existence 
under unfavonrablo conditions, and the power of adapting themselves to 
changed circumstances, might he named, but I will only state that during 
a detailed examination of the flora of the Auckland Isthmus and North 
Shore, extending over ten years, I failed to obtain the slightest evidence 
that a single species liad become extinct, yet the district sustains a popula- 
tion of about 25,000 souls, on an area of 48,000 acres, less than half the 
extent of many sheep runs in the South Island. It is one of the oldest 
settled districts in the colony, and agriculture is in a more advanced state 
than iu many other places ; the only remains of forest are the few small 
patches of bush at the mouths of gullies between Takapuna and Lucas 
Creek, all traversed by cattle, while the open lands not actually under 
cultivation Imvo been subjected to repeated burnings. Yet under these 
unfavourable conditions this small area, no x^art of which is above 650 feet 
in altitude, contains 440 species of phronogamic plants and ferns, represent- 
ing 78 natural orders out of 91 under which these plants are arranged 
thoughout the colony, and giving an average of six species to the square 
mile. Moreover, this area is shared by 800 naturalized species, of which 
nearly two-thirds are as much at home as the natives of the soil. It is 
needless to offer further statements in support of my conclusion. 

This paper is intended simply as a contribution to our knowledge of the 
distribution of naturalized plants in tlie colony and comprises an enumera- 
tion of the species observed by the writer in the Wellington district, with a 
few others for which the authority is stated iu each case. It must not, 
however, bo taken as exhaustive, smee, without doubt, the list would be 
considerably iiicreasod by a careful examination of the more distant parts 
of the Wairarapa, the Upper Bangitikei, the country between Marion and 
Wanganui, and between Wanganui and the southern boundary of Taranaki, 
with all of which 1 am personally unacquainted. 
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In a future paper I purpose discussing in detail the position of natu- 
ralized plants with regard to the indigenous flora and their general effect 
on the progress of the oofony, but for the present confine myself to a few 
remarks on certain species which exhibit features of special interest in this 
district. 

I may, however, point out that the gradual decrease in the number of 
species as we travel southwards, wliioli to a certain extent characterizes the 
indigenous flora, is exhibited also by our naturalized flora. Comparing the 
naturalized jdauts of this district with those of Auckland, wo find the pro- 
portion to bo less than 1-25 to 2, Auckland having fully 400 naturalized 
species, Wellington under 250. Making a fair estimate for the number of 
species yet to be collected in the imviaitcd portions of this district, it can 
scarcely bo expected that the total will exceed 800 ; and it may bo added 
that the decrease is more strongly marked as wo go further south. 

It does not appear that this increasing paucity of species is solely due 
to a lower temperature. The peach ripens its fruit as thoroughly about 
Wellington as in any part of Auckland ; yet while a constant succession of 
young trees is produced in the northern district, they are so few about 
Wellington that, except in peculiarly favourable situations, tho plant does 
not increase when left to itself. The potato exhibits tho same difference in 
a still higher dcgi'oe : it would stand a much bettor chance of becoming 
permanently naturalized in Auckland than in Wellington ; while tho fig, 
which never flourishes here except under cultivation, in Auckland, even 
when utterly neglected, hedds its ground and increases by suckers, altliough 
rarely by seeds, which in all probability are seldom formed owing to the 
absence of insects capable of effecting its fertilization. Similar remarks 
apply to the vine, the Cape gooseberry, and other garden jdants, whether 
producing edible fruits or otherwise ; but, on the other hand, tho Kentish 
cherry and garden gooseberry increase with groat rapidity when left undis- 
turbed — the cherry both by suckers and seeds, the gooseberry by seeds and 
the rooting of the lower branches — so that a single wild plant sometimes 
forms a hush several feet in diameter. 

liannncnhia repens^ L. 

Abundant in wet places, ditches, etc. ; more plentiful tliau in any other 
port of tho colony. 

P. pannforwtt L. 

This species is becoming injurious in fields and cultivations, from its 
great abundance and densely tufted habit, which is quite unknown in Europe. 
It must not be confounded with tho var. anstralis, which is indigenous. 

(jflaucluin hitt’itm, L. 

Widely diffused on shingly beaches, and from its remarkable habit 
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produoiii^ a tiiiigular effect, quite unlike that of any native plants. I am 
indebted to Dr. Hector for information as to its introduction. 

Matthioh smuata, Br. 

A welcome addition to our naturalized plants, but confined to the 
remarkable locality of Castle Rock, on the steep faces of which it is plentiful 
enough. Its establishment in this singular habitat can only be accounted 
for on the supposition of its having boon sown. 

Lepidium rudnale^ L. 

This Crucifer appears to be spreading through all temperate regions ; 
sheep and cattle aro evidently tho chief agents in its diffusion, although its 
minute seeds are often carried great distances by the wind. It is especially 
abundant about sheep camps in the Wairarapa and other districts. 

Baphann^ sativm^ L. 

Most travellers by the Hutt road must have noticed the profusion of the 
garden radish on soil disturbed during the construction of the railway. In 
all probability it will gradually diminish in quantity, although at present it 
maintains its gi-ouiid. 

LychnU ntronarhif L. 

The white loaves and bright red flowers of this plant produce a singular 
effect in localities where it is abundtuit, as in Poririia Valley, etc., etc. 

Silene noctifiora^ L. 

This plant appears to be confined to the locality mentioned, where, 
however, it is tolerably plentiful, and has apparently been established for 
some years. I am quite at a loss to account for its introduction. 

Hypericum androseemum, L. 

Unusually abundant at Ohariu, and flourishing with the greatest luxuri- 
ance on tlie borders of forest to wliich cattle have access. 

Cvnium waculahm , L. 

This deadly plant was more plentiful about Wellington three or four 
years ago than it is at tho present time. Its extension has been greatly 
restricted by building operations, 

Fiusa nil/iyinosa, L. 

Tho sweet-briar spreads with remarkable rapidity, occasionally forming 
dense thickets and causing much trouble in pastoral lands. Its fruit is 
eaten by horses and birds, and many of the seeds escape injury during tho 
process of digestion, probably owing to their hairy covering preventing the 
action of the gastric juice. 

Dipsacus HylveMm^ L. 

In great abundance in tho Porirua Valley, where its striking habit 
affords a marked contrast to surrounding plants. It has not been" observed 
in any other di.-itikt. 
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CardiiUH marianns^ Gsertn. 

From its great abundance and imposing aspect, the blessed thistle ’* 
is perhaps the most characteristic of tlie naturalized plants of Wellington. 
The loose nature of the soil of the hill-sides is highly favourable to the 
germination of its seeds, so that the plant spreads with great rapidity, 
forming in the spring largo broad masses of bold green foliage with milk- 
white veins ; those are succeeded by its great branched stems throe to five 
feet in height, terminated by the large flower-heads with their recurved 
involucral spines and purple florets. Its autumn state of ragged decay is 
less pleasant to contemplate, and tlie winter "^inds and rains gradually 
accumulate fragments of dead stems in largo (j[uantities which do not finally 
disappear for some months. 

In Auckland, where a dense sward of grass is soon formed, single 
specimens of this plant have been known for the past fifteen years ; but, 
although they seeded freely, the seeds had no opportunity of germinating, 
so that the thistle did not spread. A remarkable exception to this rule 
occurred during tlio formation of the Ouehunga railway, whore a few seeds 
fell on disturbed soil, grew up and flowered. The railway works being 
suspended, the plant increased rapidly, and spread wherever it could find 
disturbed soil. It would be interesting to learn whether it is still able to 
maintain itself in the locality. 

Cn/ptostemma calendulaeeay Br, 

The Cape weed, which is plentiful in Auckland, is with us confined to 
the vicinity of Wanganui, where it is spremling rai>idly. 

Xanthinm spimmun, L. 

This (from a wool-grower’s point of view) unwelcome intruder is 
apparently confined to the single locality named in the list, but may be 
expected to occur not unfrequently in the Wanganui and Patea districts, 
It is the “ Bathurst burr” of the Australian colonists. It is worth while to 
remark that although tliis plant has been known in Auckland for the last 
fourteen or fifteen years, it has done little more tlmn maintain its existence, 
and can scarcely be said to be injurious. The evils anticipated when it was 
first observed have not been realized in the slightest degree. 

Verbascum thapsus^ L. 

The hag taper ” is more abundant in this vicinity than elsewhere, 
doubtless from the same cause that conduces so largely to the spread of the 
“ blessed thistle.” Its peculiar habit and woolly leaves afford a marked 
and not unwelcome contrast to the surrounding vegetation. 

Verbena officinalkf L. 

This ancient plant of power ” exhibits a luxuriance and profusion 
altogether unknown in Europe, and, from its usurping the place of nutritious 
grasses in several localities, is causing direct injury. 
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Uumex puleher, L. 

The fiddle-dock occurs in great abundance on the formation of new 
streets, etc., especially in the To Aro side of the city, but soon becomes 
comparatively rare. It seems probable that it was one of tlie earliest plants 
naturalized hero, but that it partially died out, its buried seeds retaining 
tlieir vitality. 

Sisymichimn chileme, Hook. 

A pleasing addition to our naturalized flora, abundant on the hills about 
Wellington and other places. Apparently restricted to this district. 

Iris pseuJaconis^ L. 

The yellow flag or French lily is another welcome addition, probably 
planted in a tributary of the Waiwetu. 

AijroHtis alba, L., (i, stolonifera, 

Fiorin grass ; a useful addition to our naturalized economic plants, from 
its affording a supply of herbage early and late in the season on cold clay 
soils. 

Ghjeeria fiuitans, Br, 

A valuable grass spreading rapidly in wet places, and affording a largo 
supply of nutritious herbage, especially gi’ateful to horses. The seeds form 
a large part of the food of the trout in Europe, and in seasons of scarcity 
have been gi-ound and made into bread. 

. Briza majrima, L. 

An elegant gi’ass abundantly naturalized on the hills about Wellington, 
but of trivial economic value. Dr. Curl, to my gieat surprise, advocates its 
cultivation, but its brief period of duration completely deprives it of value to 
the agriculturist. 

This and the two preceding species are more abundant about Wellington 
than in any other locality in tlie colony, 

Lepturus, sp. 

A remarkable plant naturalized on shingly beaches, and distinguished 
by its flattened rachis. I have not been able to identify it with any species 
of which I possess descriptions, but can hardly doubt its being of exotic 
origin. 

Antlmtina australis, Br, 

In 1874 I observed the kangaroo grass growing on sandy soil in the 
Lower Eangitikei, and subsequently ascertained that it had been sown in 
the vicinity some years before, and was supposed to have died out ; recently 
it was pointed out to me on Mount Victoria by one of the students of 
Wellington College. It is a valuable and nutritious grass, but cannot bo 
expected to maintain its ground unless allowed to seed freely. 
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CATALOatJK OF NaTUBALIZBD PlANTB 

Observed in the Vicinity of Port Nwhohon and other Localities 
in the Well iny ton ProvlncUil District, 

Nots, — T hose species not ohaorve<l elsewhere iu New Zealatul are (JistioKnished by 

an asterisk. 

EaNUNCULACEA5. 

lianunciilns seeleratnSy L. An anonymous wi^itcr in the Educational 
Gazette,” vol. I., p. 83, states that this s;)co;es is found on 
the Porirua road. I have not seen Wellington specimens, 
aenst L* Kaiwarawara, etc. 
repens, L. Common in most places. 

Imlbosns, L. Kaiwarawara. 

’^htrsnins, Curtis. Old Porirua read — “ Educational Gazette,” 
I., p. 80, anonymous ; 11, hulhoms, L., is probably mis- 
taken for this species, wliicli I have not soon in the colony, 
parvijiorns, L. The typical fonn is common about Wellington, 
Otaki, Hutt Valley, Wairarapa, etc. ; it is easily distin- 
guished from It, australis, Br., by its oomi)aratively robust 
habit. 

muricafus, L. Specimens supposed to have been collected 
near Wellington arc in the herbarium of the Colonial 
Museum. 

^'phihuoiis, Betz. Evans Bay, Hutt Valley, Otaki. 

Atjuileyia vulyaris, L. Ohariu; a garden outeast. 

Papavkracj5.e. 

* Olauehm luteum, L. Sliingly shores of Port Nicholson ; Lyall Bay ; 

Island Bay ; Miikara ; East Coast to Cape Palliser ; sup- 
posed to have boon introduced in the packing material of 
the patent slii) machinery. 

EschschoUzia callfornlca, Cham. By the sea, near Castle Point. 

Fumariace^. 

EtiwaHa muralis^ Bonder, Common in cultivated land about Wellington ; 
Wairarapa, etc. ; Wanganui. 

ojlirinalis, L. Wellington; less frequent tlian tlie preceding 
species. 

Crucifkr/e, 

Matthiola sin u at a, Br. Castle Hock. 

Chnranthus cheirl, L, Wellington, etc. ; a garden outcast. 

Nasturtium officinale, Br. 

var, siifolium. Abundant. 

Barharsa praco,Vf Br. Wellington, etc. 

vX 
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Slsymhrivm officinale, It, Abundant. 

Brassica oleracea, L* 
napus, L. 
rajia, L. 

Sinapis nigra, L. 
arvenm, L. 

Alyssnm mariimum, L. Miramar ; Pitone. 

Cochlearia amioracia, L. A garden outcast. 

Capsella bnrsa-pastom, DC. Common. 

Senclneia coronnpns, Poiret. 

*S. (luhjma, Persooii. Spreading rapidly, and apparently more permanent 
in its hold than S, coronopng, 

Lepulium rmkrale, L. Abundant, widely diffused by sheep. 

Baphanns sativum, L. Abundant in many places, especially on the railway 
lino between Eaiwarawara and Pitone. 

Bessdace/s. 

* Beseda hiteola, L. On sand-hills below the block-house, Wanganui, 

ViOLACE®. 

Viola odoraia, L. Ohariu ; possibly planted. 

tricolor, L. An occasional outcast from gardens. 

/3, arvemis. Cultivated land, etc. 

VlTAOEiE. 

Vitis vinifei'a, L, Occasionally found near the sites of abandoned home- 
steads. 

OABYOPHYLLEiE. 

Silene quinqaevulnera, L. Wellington ; Hutt ; East Coast ; Wiiirarapa ; 
Lower Rangitikei ; Wanganui, etc. 

- metiflora, L. Karori Road ; Wellington. 

* Lychnis coronana, L. Karori Road ; Porirua Valley ; etc. 

Cerastium yhmerahm, Thuill, 

triviale, Link. 

Stellaria media, With, 

Arenaria serpyllifoUa^ L. Near Wellington ; East Coast. 

Sagina apetala, L. Mount Victoria ; Miramar ; Hutt, etc. 

procumbens, L. Common about Wellington ; Rimutaka Mountains ; 
Wairarapa. 

Spergiila arvensis, L. Wellington ; Wairarapa ; etc. 

Speryularia t'ubra, St. Hilaire. Thorndon ; Miramar. 
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Polycarpm tetrajjhylluni, L. Common tlirougliout the district. A remark- 
able variety forming hemispherical masses of deep green 
foliage, leaves always opposite, and solitary axillary cymes, 
with less conspicuous bracts than in the ordinary form, is 
abundant on the sands near Gape Palliser. 

Hypbbicinea. 

Hypericum androsmiunit L. Happy Valley ; Earori ; Ohariu ; etc. 
perforatum^ L. Earori; Porirua ; Wairarapa ; oto. 
hurnifuscum, L. Near Castle Point. 

Malvace^. 

Malva rotundifolia.lu Wellington; Wairarapa, etc.; Foxton ; Wanganui. 

Lavatera arborea^ L. An occasional garden escape. 

Linkje. 

Linum ueiiatmimum, L. Near an old ford of the Buamalianga, Haura- 
rangahau, plentiful ; Wairarapa. 

Geranuob^. 

^Oeranium rohertianum^ L. Tinakori Hill ; Eaiwarawara. 

Pelargonium quercifoliuni, Alton. A garden escape. 

Erodium cicutarium^ L. 

var. triviale 

var. piloaum. Wellington ; East Coast ; Wairarapa ; Wanganui. 

Sapimdagejs. 

Melianthus major ^ L. A garden escape, but able to maintain its position 
when not disturbed by man. 

LEOUMlNOSiE. 

Ulex europauSt L. 

Cytiaus scopariuB^ Link. Common about Wellington and other places. 

hirsutus, L, (?) Earori, Wairarapa, Wanganui, and other places. 
Occasionally planted for garden fences, etc. 

Medicago sativUt L. An agricultural escape, but, except on calcareous soils, 
appears to die out in a few years. 

Inpulinay L. 

denticidataf Willd. The black and toothed medicks are alike 
frequent throughout the district ; the iirst is a valuable 
fodder plant ; the toothed medick is useful in spring, but 
its twisted, burr-like legumes are anathematized by the 
wool-grower. 

maetdata, Sibth. Near Wellington. 

MdUotue offUinaUe^ L. 

atvenm^ Wallroth. 
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"^'Trifoliiim mcnrnaiuw, L. Porirua — 11. D. Kirk! 
pratemey L. 
viediuMi L. 

stria tit }ff, L. Kilhixnic—H.B.Kirk! 
glomeratiwit L. Mount Victoria. 
repetiSf L. 

procumhens^ L. Near Wellington ; Wairarapa ; East Coast ; 

Wanganui. 
minus, Sm. 

rmipinaUm, Ij. Mount Victoria — H. B. Kirk! 

Lotus corniculatus, L. Near Castle Point. 

Jiobinia pseudaoacia, Willd. A mere garden or plantation escape, iucrcaRing 
rapidly by suckers where undistui'bocl. 

Frcfa tetrofipama, Moench. 

var. fjradUs, Kaiwarawara — //. B. Kirk 1 
hirsuia, Kocli. 
satlva^ L. 
angmti/olia, Both. 

Lathyrus grandiflorus, L. A garden escape, near the llutt. 
inluratus, L. Karori-road, etc. 

lioSAClCiB, 

Amygdalas perska, L. 

Primus cerasus, L. The poach and cherry are often found on the sites of 
abandoned homesteads, but do little more than maintain 
tlie position in which they were placed by man. 
llubus discolor, Weilie and Neos. 

rudis, Wcihe. Happy Valley ; Ohariu ; etc., etc. 
idaus, L. 

Fragaiia resca, L. 

Potentilla veptans, L. Tiuakori Road ; a garden weed. 

Akhemill-a aroensis (L.) Lyall Bay — //. B. Kirk. 

Voienum sangimorha (L.) Hills neaf Castle Point. 

Acana ovina, L. Mount Victoria, etc. — H. B. Kirk ! Porirua — J. Buchanan ! 
liosa rubitfinosa, L. 
canina, L. 

var. sarmentacea. Near Wellington ; very rare. 
miiltijiora Thuub. Taita ; Upper Hutt ; etc., etc. 

BAXUfltAOEJE. 

Bibes grossularia, L. Not unfrequent in forests — Makara ; Ohariu ; Waira- 
rapa — probably originating from seeds carried by birds. 
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Onaoiuhikje. 

CEmtliera atricla, L. Wairarapa ; Wanganui. 

Lythbaceac. 

Lythrum hy»8opifoUa^ L. Wellington ; East Coast ; Wairatapa ; Marton ; 
Wanganui, etc. 

UMBEniJrKERiE. 

Conium mdculatum, L. To Aro. 

Apiutn yraveohns^ L. An occasional garden escape ; soon dying out. 
Petroselinum sativum, Hoffm. 

Fotniculum vuhjare, Qaertn. 

Pastinaca saliva, L. 

Vaucus carota, L. The parsley, fennel, parsnip, and carrot aro common 
garden escapes; tho fennel, and in some cases parsley, arc 
increasing. 

Caprifoliaceaj:. 

Sambucus fiiyra, L. 

Leycesteria Jormnsa, Wallrotli. Karori; Pakuratalii. A garden escape, 
which, if left undisturbed, would increase rapidly. A large 
patch formerly existed on the site of the new reservoir. 

Bitbuce;e. 

OaliuM apanne, L. 

Sherardia anemU, L. 

Valerianeje. 

CeniratUhus ruber, DC. Wellington ; Karori ; Wairarapa. 

Dipsace£. 

^'Dipsacus sylvestm, L. On the hills between the Tinakori-road and Kai- 
warawara ; Makara Valley ; Porirua Valley. 

Scalnosa atropurpurea, L. Karori ; Wairarapa. A garden escape. 

Composite. 

Centaurea sohtitialis, L. Evans Bay ; East Coast ; Foxton. 

Carditus lauceolatm, L. 

marianus, Gsertner. One of the commonest plants about Welling- 
ton ; Wairarapa, etc. ; comparatively rare. 
arvenm, Curtis. Miramar — J. Buchanan, Probably extirpated. 
Eriyeron canademe, L. The Hutt ; Belmont, etc. ; East Coast. Not nearly 
so abundant as in Auckland. 

Beilis perenim, L. 

Antliemis arvensia, L. East Coast, etc» 
cotula, L. Karori, etc. 

Aehillea millefolium, L. 
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Matricana inodora, L. 

partheniiutif L. 

Chryaanihimum Heffchm^ L. 

kucanthmum f L. 

Artemisia absinthium^ L. Porirua. 

Senecio vulgaris^ L. 

sylvaticiis^ L. Waugamii. 

scandensy L. A garden oscai)e. Karori and other places. 
Cryptostemma calendulacea^ Br. Wanganui. 

Lapsana commmm, L. 

Arnoseris pmilta, Grortn, East Coast, etc. 

Cichomnn intybus, L. Near Groytown. 

Hypochwris glabra ^ L. Common about Wellington, etc. 
radicata^ L. 

Hehninthia echioides^ Gasrtn. 

Thrincia hirta^ Both. 

Apargia autumnalis^ Willd. 

Taraxacum officinale^ Wiggers. 

Crepis virens^ L. 

SonchuA a8pei\ Hoffm. 

Xanthium spinosim, L. At the foot of the Paikakariki Bill. 
Campanulace;e. 

* Campanula irachelium^ L. A garden escape ; Ohariu. 

Apocyne^. 

Vinca major, L. Taita ; Upper Butt ; Wairarapa, etc. 
Gxntune^. 

Erythrcda cmtaurium, Pers. Makara ; Porirua ; Wairarapa. 
Borraginejs. 

Borrago officinalis, L. A garden escape. Johnsonville. 

Myosotis strigulosa, Behf. Wellington ; East Coast ; Wairarapa. 

SoiJlNEiE. 

Solanum tuberosum, L. 

indieum-, L. 

Physalis peruviana, L. 

Nicotiana tabacum, L. 

Jjycixm barbarum, L. Upper Butt ; East Coast. 

ScBOPHVLABlNEiB. 

Verbascum ihapsus, L. 

blattafiat L. 
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Mimulue luteue^ L. Abundant in swampy or moist places about Wellington ; 
Earori: Ohariu; Wairarapa. 
nwechatue, L. Kahumingi ; East Coast. 

Digitalie purpurea^ L. Ohariu. 

Veronica agreetie, L. Not unfrequent in cultivated land. Makara; Te 
Ore, etc. 

biixhaxmii, Ten. Earori-road ; East Coast. 
arvefieie^ L. 
eerpyllifolia^ L. 

LABJATifi. 

Mentha dentata^ L. Horokiwi Valley. 

viridie, L. Earori j Kaiwarawara ; Ohariu ; Wairarapa. 

Stachye arvenm, L. Common in cultivated ground. 
paluetriSf L. Wanganui. 

Nepeta glechoma, Bonth. Wanganui. 

Mamibium vulyare, L. Poxton ; Wairarapa, etc. 

PruncUa vuhjarisy L. 

* Lamiim inirjmreum^ L. Cultivated ground. Wanganui. 

Verbknaoe/b. 

Verhmxa officinalis^ L. Porirua ; Pakuratahi ; Wairarapa. 

PBinUliAGS.!!:. 

Anayallie arvensis, L. 

PLANTAGINEiE. 

Planiago major ^ L. 

mediay L. A single specimen observed near the outlet of Adelaide- 
road draiiirTe Aro beach. — J, Buchanan, 

*^rana, B. Br. This plant has for several years maintained a 
struggling existence in Boulcott-street, Wellington, but 
appears doomed to speedy extinction from the progress of 
street improvements. 
lanccolaia^ L. 

cormwpuSf L. To Aro beach ; Kilbimie. 

POLYGONE^. 

Pohjfjonum pereicaria, L. Near Wellington. — J. Buchanan ! 

convolvolus^ L. Cultivated laiul, Te Ore., 

Ihmeic obhisifolius, L. 

pulcher^ L. Nqt unfrequent about Wellington ; the Hutt, etc. 
^maritimti8t L. The “golden dock’* is stated, on anonymous 
authority in the “Educational Gazette,’* I., p. 46 (1874), 
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to occur at Pipitea Point, I cannot but think erroneously, 
as so conspicuous a plant would, of necessity, have 
attracted the attention of local botanists. 

"^'palustm, 8m. Pipitea Point — J. Buchanan I (1872) ; now extinot. 
crispnSf L. 

mn(/uineus, L. To Aro, etc. 

/3. vindis, 

coufflomeratHs, Murr. Piintoa Point . — Anonymous in “ Educational 
Gazette/’ I., p. 146. It is probable that starved specimeng 
of IL viridis have been mistaken for this. 
acetoseVa^ L. 

AMABANTHACKiG. 

Aviaranthns blitumf L. A fugitive weed in gardens ; rare, Wellington. 

CuknopodiacejG. 

Beta cyda, Auct. Hutt-road. 

Chenojiodium album ^ L. 

riridet L. 
miirahy L. 

Airlpler anyustifoHa, Sm. 
erecia^ lluds. 

didtoUlea^ Bab, Te Aro ; Evans Bay. 

Exjphokbiace.g, 

Euphorbia helkmopia^ L. Cultivated land ; Pitono, etc. 
pepluH, L. 

lathyris, L. A garden escape. The Ilutt. 

Urtick.e. 

Urtica urens, L. Foot of Paikakariki Hill. 
dioicay L. Near Wellington. 

Fktifi carica, L. Occasionally found on the sites of abandoned gardens. 
Cannabibe.«. 

^Humtilus lupulusy L. Happy Valley; near Porirua, etc. 

iBIDBiE. 

tiwjrinchium chilemey Hook. Hills about Wellington. 

Iris ijernianica, L, 

susianay L. Not unfrequent on the sites of abandoned homesteads, etc. 

pseudacorusy L. The Hutt. 

Amabvxjjdbj!:. 

Agave americanay L. Near deserted homesteads, etc. 

Aboiobae. 

Bichardia a/ricanny Kuntti. The Hutt ; probably planted. 
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Lxlucbjb, 

Aeparague officinalis^ L. Solitary plants are sometimes found originating 
from seed carried by birds; near Khandallali; Te Ore. 
It can scarcely be expected to maintain its position, except 
perchance in maritime localities. 

Gbaminkjc. 

Diffitaria aanguinalis^ Scop. Near Castle Point. 

Phleum prateme^ L, 

Phalaiis canariemia, L. 

arundinacea^ L., fl, picta. By a tributary of the Waiwetu ; probably 
planted. 

Anthoxanthum odoratum, L. 

Agrostis canina, L. 
alba^ L. 

/3. stolonifera. 

Gastndium Imdigerim^ Gaud. Miramar — J, Buchanan. 

Potypogon monspeliensis, Desf. Evans Bay ; Miramar, etc. 

Lagtinis ovatus, L. Miramar — J. Buchanan. I have not seen specimens. 
Pmrnma arenariat R. and 8. Extensively planted at Miramar, but does 
not increase by seed. 

Cynodon dactylon, Pors. Formerly at 1*0 Aro Beach, near the site now 
occupied by the kerosene store ; Castle Point. 

Air a caryojthyllea^ L. 

Arena aatira^ L, 

Arrhenatherian avenacenm, Beauv. Kaiwarawara, etc. 

Hole us lanatiiSf L. 

mollisf L. 

Dactylis gloinerata, L. 

Poa annua, L. 
pratensis, L. 

trivialu, L. Frequent about Wellington and otlier places. 

Glyceria fluiians, Br. Wellington, abundant ; Karori ; Makara, etc. ; Hutt 
Valley ; less frequent in the Wairarapa. 

Briza minor, L. 

maxima, L. Plentiful about Wellington, Evans Bay, etc, 

Fistuca sciuroides, Both. 

Bromus sterilis, L. 
mollis, L. 

racemosus, L. PoUhill Gully, etc. 
commtUatus, Sohrad. 

arvensis, L. Miramar — Buchanan, I have not seen Bpccimens. 
unioloides, Hurnb* "^1 
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CyiiomruH cmtatus, L. More generally naturalized in the Wellington district 
tlian any other. 

Triticum ttativum^ L. 

Lolium perenne^ L. 

italkumf A. firaun. 
teniulentumt L. 

/3. arvense. East Coast and Wairarapa. 

* Lepiiirua, sp. Oommou on shingly beaches from Cape PalUser to Lowry 
Bay, and from Capo Terawiti to Miramar. 
liordeum vuhjare^ L. 

murinum^ L. Common near the sea ; rare inland. 

AnihUtina australh Br. Lower Bangitikei ; Mount Victoria. 

Note. — Streptachne rammimma, Trin., discovered by Mr, Travers in the 
South Island, occurs in a naturalized condition at Miramar, 
Panicum imheciUe, Trin., occurs in an indigenous condition in the 
northcni part of this island, and has become naturalized in the 
botanic gardens. 


Art. LII. — On the New Zealand Species of Phyllocladus. 

By T. Kirk, F.L.S. 

before the Wellington PhiloHophical Society ^ 17 th Novemhefi 1877 .] 

With the exception of the kauri the celeiy-lcaved pines are the most 
atti-active members of our indigenous coniferro ; their striking appearance 
at once arrests the attention of the planter, while the singular structure of 
their foliaceous appendages gives them special interest in the eyes of the 
botanist. Only five species are known, three of which are found in New 
Zealand, in many localities forming a marked feature in tlie vegetation. Of 
the remaining species one is confined to the lofty mountains of Borneo, 
another wliich is closely allied to, if not identical with, the New Zealand P, 
alpina, is found in Tasmania, and, I believe, also in New Caledonia. 

The species vary from dwarf alpine shrubs as P. alpina to handsome 
trees as P. tnehomanoide^, seventy feet in height, with a trunk from two to 
three feet in diameter, and affording timber of great strength and durability. 
All the species have tlio branches more or less arranged in whorls. P. 
ylauca is invariably dioscious, P. trichomanoides invariably monoecious^ P. 
alpina must be considered monoecious also, but there is reason to believe 
that this species shows a tendency to assume a dioecious character ; tbiSf 
however, has not been proved. 
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Tiixe leaves are only produced in the young state ; they disappear before 
the plant attains its third year; rudimentary scale-like leaves, from the 
axils of which the broad foiiaceous organs are produced, are developed on 
the branches, but soon fall off. The broad fem-like foiiaceous expansions, 
which take the place of true leaves, are by some termed “ cladodia,” by 
others “ phyllodia,*' according to the point of view from which they may bo 
regarded, whether as consisting of abortive flattened branches when the 
former term is applied, or of a flattened and expanded petiole, or of coherent 
leaves, or of an expanded combination of leaves and petiole — to either of 
which the term phyllodia is applied. As, however, these organs develope 
flower-buds, a process of which true leaves are incapable, it is evident that 
they cannot be regarded merely as connate leaves, or any modification of 
leavofi^and petioles, so tliat the term cladodia is most closely applicable. 

The cladodia are thick and coriaceous, more or less rhomboid in shape, 
with the upper margin more or less toothed, lobed, or erose ; the lateral 
veins radiate from a central vein outwards, so that the organ boars a 
general resemblance to the pinnule of a large species of Adiantum, In 
P, glauca and l\ trichomanoides the cladodia are arranged distichously on a 
rachis consisting of a peculiarly modified branch, and present the appear- 
ance of an ordinary pinnate loaf with alternate leaflets, forming in fact 
pinnate cladodia, tlie greater portion of which fall off wlien the lateral 
expansions have performed their function. But in P. trichomanoides during 
autumn or early spring a whorl of new cladodia is developed at the apex 
of an old rachis, the lateral cladodes of which soon after drop off and the 
rachis becomes a permanent branch. In the spring, male amenta are 
produced at the apex of a branch and suiToundod by a wliorl of cladodia 
with the lateral expansions greatly reduced in size and carrying female 
cones. This arrangement, however, is liable to several unimportant 
modifications. In P, glauca the process is somewhat different ; a terminal 
rachis becomes elongated and thickened, assuming the character of a true 
branch ; in tlie following spring the axis is slightly elongated and densely 
clothed with recurved rudimentary leaves surmounted by a whorl of large 
cladodia, which carry female flowex*8 instead of lateral cladodia in the lower 
part of the rachis. 

The female flowers are arranged in amenta, w^hich are one-flowered in 
P. trichomanoides f two- to four-flowered in P. alpina, and from ten- to twenty- 
flowered in P, glauca. Each ovule is imbedded between two modified leaves, 
which become thickened and fleshy as the fruit approaches maturity, and in 
P. glauca at length woody. In that species the numerous nuts are arranged 
in slightly interrupted spirals, and in all the species the nuts are much 
compressed, and have the lower part invested by an arillode, which is most 
conspicuously developed in P. alpina. 
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No diagnosis of P, glauca has yet been published in the colony, although 
its discovery was announced in the first volume of our ** Transactions.'’* 
A sliort time previously it had been described in Franco from young culti- 
vated specimens supposod to have been obtained in Tasmania or raised from 
Tasmanian seed. I now give a diagnosis drawn from fresh specimens, and 
have added new descriptions of the other indigenous species, embodying all 
tlie infoimation I have been able to obtain respecting them. 

Phyllocladm glauca. 

Carriore, Coniferes, p. 502 ; Gordon, Pinetam, p. 140 ; Henk. and Hoohst., NadelhSla, 
p. 173. 

Phyllocladus trich<manoide$t Don; / 3 . glauca^ DC., Prodromus, XVI., part ii., 
p. 498. 

A diceciouB tree, 20-40 feet high, trunk 12-18 inches in diameter, 
branches stout; young leaves linear, glaucous beneath, crowded; scale 
leaves deciduous, recurved; cladodia distichous on a raohis 6-12 inches 
long ; one or two at the end of a branch becoming produced into true 
branches, each developing a whorl of cladodia somewhat smaller than the 
original. Lateral cladodia glaucous when young, exceedingly coriaceous, 
rliomboid, or obliquely ovate-cuncate, deeply tootlied or lobed; teeth 
obtuse. Flowers : male — amenta numerous, 10-20 at the tips of a branch, 
on stout radiating peduncles, including the peduncles about two inches 
long ; scales obtuse ; female — amenta distichous, shortly poduncled, 4-6 
on each side of the lower part of a rachis ; ovoid, half-an-inch long ; nuts 
10 -20, much compressed. 

Hah, North Island: Maungatawhiri — /?. Mair ! Great Omaha (1866), 
Great Barrier Island (1867), Cape Colville, Thames Gold Field — T. K.i 
Wairoa (East) — W, J. Pahner. 

Tliis species ascends from the sea level to 2,800 feet, attaining its 
largest dimensions in sheltered localities at the higher levels. 

This is the toa-toa of the Maoris noi-th of the Waitemata, but accord- 
ing to Colenso, the East Coast natives soutli of the Thames apply that 
name to the next species. Settlers in the South Island often apply it to P. 
alpina. 

Although this species is glaucous in the young state, the specific name 
is not so appropriate as it would be to P. alpina. 

The large size of the cladodia and tlie many-seeded fruit at once dis- 
tinguish this fine species from its congeners ; to these marked distinctive 
features may be added its dimeious character and long peduncled male 
catkins, which are more numerous than in either P. trichomanoides or P. 
alpina. The female catkins are not borne on the margins of cladodia, but 


Traus. N.Z. Inst., 1., p. 149. 
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on short peduncles which occupy their place and are confined to the lower 
part of the rachis. The nuts are arranged in slightly interrupted spirals. 

The young leaves disappear about the second or third year. The mature 
plant bears some resemblance to the ginko, Salisburia adiantifolia. 

Phyllocladus trichomanoides. 

Don in Lamb. Pin., ed. 2, App.; Bich., Con., p. 129, t. 3 ; A. Cunn., Prodr.; Hook., 
Ic. Plant., t. 649, 660, 661; Endl., Conif., p. 226 ; Hook, fil., FI. N.Z., I., 236— 
Handbook, p. 962 ; Carr., Conif., p. 449 ; Gord., Pin., p. 142 ; Pari, in DC. 
Prodromnt, XVI., pt. H., p. 498. 

P. rhomboidalUt A. Bioh., FI. Nov. Zel., p. 863. (not of C. L. Bich.) 

A monoecious tree 60 feet high or more, trunk 2~8 feet in diameter, 
branches whorled, branchlets slender ; young leaves linear, crowded, scale 
leaves acuminate, raohidos 1-B in. long, whorled, cladodia distichous, coria- 
ceous, lobed or toothed, lobes truncate, eroso. FI. : male — amenta in 
terminal fasciculi of from 6 to 10, shortly pedicellcd, scales acuminate ; 
female — amenta solitary on the margin of cladodia, which are often reduced 
to mere peduncles, one-flowered, cup fleshy, nut much compressed. 

Hab, North Island. Frequent in forests from the North Cape to Lake 
Taiipo ; less frequent southwards. 

Soutli Island : Mr. Travers informs mo that this species occurs in the 
Maitai Valley, Nelson, where it attains the height of forty feet. I have not 
seen South Island specimens. 

This species ranges from the sea-level to 2,600 feet. 

It is tlie tanekaha of the northern natives, and, according to Colenso, 
the toa*toa of tlie natives south of the Thames. 

It is easily distinguished by its slender twiggy branches and single seeded 
fruit. It is the loftiest of all the celery pines, in some cases attaining the 
height of seventy feet, and affording a timber of great strengtli and durability, 
capable of being worked witli the greatest ease. The bark is valued for 
tanning and yields a black dye which has long been utiUzed by the natives. 

The young leaves disappear the second year, and their transition to 
cladodia is somewhat abrupt ; from the axils of the uppermost leaves pinnate 
or pinnatifid leaf-like organs are produced, the first two or three being about 
an inch in length with the lateral segments deeply laciniate or pinnatifid, 
but immediately above these others of larger dimensions are quickly pro- 
duced, three to four inches in length, with the lateral segments acute and 
deeply laciniated, membranous, and glaucous beneath. These gradually 
pass into cladodia, which do not become coriaceous until the plant dovelopes 
its second or third whorl of bronchos. 

In an account of the building timbers of Otago,* Mr. Blair states that 


Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 163. 
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tfis sx^ccies is common at liigli altitudes on the lyest coast, but rare on the 
east coast of Otago/* and that **it grows to a height of from fifty to sixty 
feet, with a straight clear trunk two to three feet in diameter for two- 
thirds of the distance/’ Uo adds, “ A few trees are to be met with in the 
vicinity of Dunedin,” etc. Unless Mr. Blair has been led astray by the 
native name tanekaha being misapplied to P. a/pi/ia, it is difficult to 
account for this error, as tlio present species does not occur in Otago, and 
P, alpinay although plentiful in the district mentioned by him, is usually 
little more than a bushy shrub, and never attains dimensions at all 
approaching those of P. tnehom amides, 

Phyllocl adits alpina* 

Hook, f., FI. N.Z., I., p. 2.35, t. 53 — Handbook, p. 2C0; Carr., Oonif., p. 501 ; Gord., 
Pin., p. 139 ; Honk, and Hoebst.. Nadolhblz, p. 878. 

P. trichomanoiilei. Bon, var. alinna ; Pari, in DC. Prodromus, XVI., pi. II., p. 499. 

A monoecious shrub or small tree, 6-20 feet high ; branches numerous, 
short, stout; cladodia crowded glaucous, very coriaceous, varying greatly 
ill size — half an inch to an inch in lengtli, — cuneato, or linear rhomboid, 
or linear oblong, almost entire or variously lobed or toothed, margin 
erose. FJ.: male — in terminal fasciculi of 0-6 small, shortly peduncled 
catkins ; female — on the margins of reduced cladodia or at the base of 
others ; ovules two to four ; cup fleshy, and largely comxiressed. 

Hah, North Island: Ruahiue Mountains — Colenso ; Tongarii'o — Bidmll, 

South Island ; Common on the mountains ; sea level near Hokitika, 
etc., — T,K, Ascends to 6,000 feet neoi* Nelson (according to Bidmll,) 

The settlers in the South Island term this plant indifferently tanekaha 
and toa-toa. 

Easily distinguished by its bushy habit, its crowded simple cladodia 
and 8“4»sceded fruit; the nuts are inverted, with a membranous arillode 
which is developed considerably above the margin of the fleshy cux^. 

The trunks of this sx)ocies are used for levers by bushmen on the West 
Coast, but are rarely of sufficient dimensions to bo valued for other purposes, 
except perhaps as fencing rails, for which their strength and durability 
would be well adapted. In the Handbook of tlie N.Z. Flora the trunk is 
said to bo ‘‘sometimes two feet in diameter.” I do .not remember to have 
seen a specimen more than one-third of that size, and Mr. Buchanan informs 
me that his experience is the same. 

The young state of this plant closely resembles that of P. glanca, but 
the first formed cladodia are shorter, broader, and more coriaceous in aU 
stages; it is easily distinguished from that species and from P. tiicho- 
manoideSf but I have no doubt that it will ultimately prove identioal with the 
Tasmanian P. rhomboidalis^ Rich., (P. asplmiifolia. Lab.), for altliough 
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speoimens from alpine habitats look very different to that plant, fruited 
specimens from low levels are undistingnishable. I have not had the 
opportunity of examining male catkins of P. rhomboidalh, but believe they 
are longer and more slender than those of our plant. 


Abt. LIII . — A revised Arrangement of the New Zealand Species of Dacry- 
dium, with Descriptions of netc Species. By T. Kibk, F.L.S. 

Plates XVm.— XX. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society^ 2nd Fehruanj^ 1877.] 
Amongst the Protean plants of New Zealand few genera are in a more 
unsatisfactory condition than Dacnjdium, The unisexual character of the 
species, the difficulty of procuring good flowering and fruiting specimens 
from the same individuals, and the local and difficult habitats of several 
forms, have led to great perplexity, through the combination of distinct 
species and a want of precision in the limitation of those admitted. It is 
hoped that the present paper will tend to remove these difficulties, although 
it must not be looked upon as final, since wo may fairly expect that other 
species will yet be discovered in the mountain districts of the central 
portion of the North Island and the south-western portion of the Sontli. 

Although my attention has been specially directed to tins genus for the 
last ten years, it was not until the commencement of last year that I was 
able to solve tlie difficulties by which it was surrounded, and to lay down 
more precise limitation for the recognized spocios with descriptions of 
others new to science. I am pleased to say that Sir Joseph Hooker and 
myself have independently arrived at the same conclusions, except with 
regard to a single si>ecios, and I take the opportunity of expressing my 
tlianks to hhn for liis valued notes, and for the ojpportunity so kindly 
afforded me of comparing several of the original specimens of Bidwill, 
Lyall, Coleuso, and Hector, with my own collections. 

The New Zealand species form two natural groups — the first distin- 
guished by the young plants possessing terete spreatliiig leaves which pass 
by very gradual transition, Sometimes extending over a number of years, 
into the abbreviated and closely imbricated condition, characteristic of the 
mature state. With one exception all tlie species of this group are charac- 
terized by solitary fruit. 

In the second group the young plants exhibit flat, linear, spreading leaves, 
which for the most part pass abruptly into the quadrifariously imbricated 
leaves charaoteristic of the fruiting state ; leaves of m intermediate kind are 
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rare^ and when produced are merely the linear leaves diminished in size. In 
some specimens of D, kirJdi there is reason to believe that this transition is 
not efifooted imtil the tree is thirty or forty years old. In D, hidwUlU this 
change is effected by the end of the second or third year at most, although 
occasionally branches exhibiting the early form of leaf are produced on the 
trunk and primary limbs of old specimens. D, colensoi requires an inter- 
mediate period, and on old specimens of its most robust mountain form the 
early loaf state is rarely seen. The members of tliis group exhibit a strong 
tendency to produce aggregated fruit which attains its maximum in D. 
kirkii. 

The species vary greatly in habit and dimensions. Z>. laxifolium is 
perhaps the most diminutive pine known ; pigmy specimens may be covered 
by a crown-piece. 7), hldwillii is a dwarf, often prostrate, shrub. D, cuprea- 
Hinum is commonly 80 feet high or more, with a trunk 2-4 feet in diameter, 
and weeping branches. D, colemoi is a small tree with short trunk and 
heavy round head. D. kirkii is a noble species, 60-80 feet high, with 
conical head and peculiar aspect from the lower spreading branches having 
leaves resembling those of a Picea, whUe the upper fastigiato branches have 
abbreviated cypress -like foliage. 

Several species are of great importance from their economic value. D, 
cupremnumf the rimu or red pine, yields tlie greatest portion of the 
maiketable timber produced in the South Island, It is of great value for 
all inside work, and is largely used for building purposes, but, altliough of 
great strength, is not durable when exposed. It is largely used in the 
manufacture of furniture. 7), wcstlandicum^ the Westland or white silver 
pine, is of great durability, probably owing to the largo quantity of oily and 
resinous matter which it contains. It is exported from Westland to a 
considerable extent, and fetches a higher price in the Westland markets 
than any other timber except kauri. D, inimnediuin,i\iQ yellow silver pine, 
is considered still more durable, and is highly valued on the west coast of 
the South Island. D. cohnaoi, the yellow pine or tar- wood of the Otago 
settlers, is another species of great durability, although of rather small 
dimensions, D, kirkii, the manoao of the North Island, affords perhaps the 
most durable timber of all: small trunks the thickness of a man’s arm, 
used as palisades in a Maori pa known to have been constructed ninety 
years ago, are said to bo still perfectly sound and good. This species was 
sufficiently plentiful on the Great Bai'rier Island to admit of its conversion 
a few years ago, and the timber was placed in the Auckland market under 
the name of Barrier pine ; but, owing to the removal of the machinery, the 
supply has ceased. 
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Kby to thb Spbcibb. 

A* Leaves of young plants, terete, spreading, passing into the matuit) 
imbricating state by gradual transitions. Nuts solitary (except in D. 
wes(lafidicum)f not compressed. 

1. Branches pendulous, mature leaves imbricating all round. 

D. eupresstiiiuni» 

2. Branches erect, mature leaves triangular, 4-fariously imbricating. 

Z). intermedium, 

8. Branches erect, dioecious ; nuts 1-8. D. westlandicum, 

4. Branches prostrate, struggling, monoecious. D, ladifolium, 

B. Leaves of young plants linear, flat, abruptly changing into the mature 
state; nuts 1-6, compressed. 

6. Erect, recumbent, or prostrate, leaves of young plants sessile ; nuts 

1-2. D, bulwiUih 

6. Erect, young leaves shortly petioled ; nuts 1-2 ; mature leaves 

4-fariou8ly imbricating. 7). colensoi, 

7. Erect, young leaves shortly petioled ; nuts 1-6 ; mature leaves sub* 

cylindrical. />. kirhii, 

1, Dacryditm cuprcssiniun, 

Solander in Forat. Plantis. EsenL, p. 80: Proclr., p. 92; Don in Lamb. Pin., edit. 
1, p. 98, t. 41 ; Rich., Conif., p. 16, t. 2, f. 3; A. Rich., FI, Nov. Zel., p. 361 ; 
A. Cunn., Prodr. in Ann. Nat. Hint., I., p. 214 ; Endl., Con., p. 225 ; Hook, f, 
Flora of New Zeal., I., p. 233: Handbook of N.Z. FI., p. 258; Carr., Coni!., 
p, 480 ; De Candolle, Prodr., XVI., para 2, p. 491. 

ThaUmia cuprmim, Sprojig., Syat. Veg., 3, p. 890. 

A dioecious tree 60-80 feet high or more, trunk 8-5 feet in diameter, 
bark scaling, branches pendulous, pale green ; leaves of young plants terete, 
lax, ascending, on older branches shorter, trigonous decurrent, imbricating 
all round, J inch long; on mature branches shorter, subulate, curved, 
densely imbricating, inch long ; male catldns not seen ; nuts on tlie 
tips of curved branchlets, solitary, ovoid, | inch long, not compressed; 
involucral cups rarely fleshy. 

Hab, Throughout New Zealand, ascending to 2,000 feet. 

A handsome tree, affording valuable although not durable timber. 
Young trees up to 26 feet high, when Jiot too crowded, form objects of 
exquisite beauty. Their pyramidal or oouical habit, and their long slender 
pendulous pale green branches, present an aspect totally different from that 
of any other native tree. In old specimens the pyramidal liabit has dis- 
appeared, the branches are spreading, the }>eudulous branchlets short, and 
the leaves more closely imbricated, so that although the aspect is still 
unique in the New Zealand forest, much of the elegance and grace of tlie 
early state is lost, xl 
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This species is most abundant on the west coast of the South Island, 
where it often foms a large proportion of Uie forests, but it attains its 
largest dimensions in tlie deep forests of the North Island. 

It should be remarked that the recurved fertile branohleta are really 
erect, the branches on which they are borne being pendulous. Occasionally 
old specimens are found with erect or sub-erect branches drooping at the 
tips. 

This species is the rimu of the Maoris and the rod pine of the settlers. 

2. Dacnjdiuni internmliutUf n. s. 

A handsome dioocious tree 40 feet high or more ; trunk, 1-2 feet in 
diameter ; wood yellowish-rod ; leaves of young plants laxly crowded, 
terete, patent or erecto-patent, J inch long, gradually becoming closely 
imbricated, 4-fariou8, triangular ovate, obtuse, keeled. Male catkins short, 
ovoid, terminal. Nuts terminal, erect, solitary, elliptic, with a minute 
hooked apiculus and faint strias ; not compressed. 

- Hob. North Island : Hirakimata, Groat Barrier Island ; Cape Colville 
Peninsula, and Thames Gold-field to Te Aroha, 1,500-2,500 feet; Tonga- 
riro — Ornce in Herb. Mus. Col, I 

South Island : Dun Mountain, Nelson (collector’s name not attached.) 
Herb. Mus. Col. ! West Coast : Greymouth to Okarita (and probably south- 
wards to Martin Bay.) 

In the mature state the leaves resemble tliose of slender forms of D. 
coUmoi^ to which Sir Joseph Hooker is inclined to refer it; it is, however, 
separated from that species by the terete loaves of the young state and the 
uncompressed nut; the branches are less fastigiate than those of /). hid- 
willii, and less spreading than those of D. rolmsni. The slender branches 
of young plants are slightly flexuoiis, and liavo some resemblance to 
those of Podocarpiis dacrydioides, but are much larger ; these are replaced by 
others similar to those of i). cupressinuw^ but stouter, which gradually 
diminish in size and widen into the broadly imbricating appressed state 
characteristic of the fruiting branches. 

The West Coast plant is identified in the absence of fruit ; the early leaves 
are more generally patent than is the case in northern specimens, the 
mature branches less strict, and the leaves less broadly keeled, differences 
which are probably due to situation alone ; in botli, the mature loaves are 
attached by broad bases. It was chiefly this character which led to its 
being considered an erect tree-form of D. laxifolium, in my account of the 
Botany of the Thames Gold Field.* 


Trans. N.Z. Inst., II., p. 95. 
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Tills species is the yellow silver pine of Westland, where it is highly 
valued for its durability. It is occasionally utilized on the Thames Gold- 
field. 

Plate XX. Dacrydium inUmudium. 

1. Sterile branoh and leaves natural size. 

2. Fertile branolilet enlarged. 

8. Longitudinal section of nut enlarged. 

8s Dacrydium westl^indicuyn, 

«T. Kirk» MS. ; Hook, ill., loones Flantarum, 1. 1218. 

A dioecious tree 40-60 feet high, trunk li-2J feet in diameter, bark 
whitish, branches slender. Loaves of seedling plants terete, of early 
branches sub-terete, or trigonous, or subulate, decurrent, erecto-patent, 
compressed, i-i inch long. Fruiting branchlets very slender, 
in diameter ; leaves ngid, broadly triangular, compressed, carinate, slightly 
imbricate, obtuse. Male catkins terminal, solitary, oblong, ^75-1^7^ inch long. 
Nuts (immature) solitary, or 1-8, i^ch long, obtuse, not compressed. 

North Island ; Whangaroa — Hector! ; Great Barrier Island — J* Spring- 
all and T. Kirk (1871). 

Soutli Island: Greymouth to Okorita (in all probability extending 
northward to the mouth of the Buller and southwards to Martin Bay) ; 
not observed further inland than the Ahaiira plain. 

In the young state this species closely resembles the preceding, but the 
leaves are slightly trigonous ; the minute leaves of the fruiting brandies, 
and the small obtuse nuts, which are usually two in number, distinguish the 
mature state from all other members of this section. The wood is wdiite, 
dense, and extremely durable. 

My first knowledge of this plant was from dried specimens in the young 
state received from Dr. Hector in 1869, and collected by him at Whangaroa. 
In 1871, Mr. Springall and myself collected young plants on one of tlie 
high ranges in the interior of the Great Barrier Island, but owing to the 
approach of night we were unable to search for trees. It was only on 
visiting the west ^oast of the South Island in January, 1877, that I was 
able to identify the young state of the northern plant with the present 
species, which, although long valued for the durability of its tiller, and 
forming an article of export under the name of Westland pine, or white 
silver pine, had not como under the observation of botanists. 

The early leaves have some resomhlance to those of Podocarpus daci^j- 
dioides^ but the plant is stouter, with longer and flexuous branches. 

Plate XVni. Dacrydium wettlandicum^ T. Kirk. 

— Sterile branchlet. 2. Fertile branehlet, enlarged. 

1. „ „ enlarged. 8. Nucnle, enlarged. 
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4. Dacrydium laxifolium. 

Hook, fll., Loud. Journ. of Bot., IV., p. 143; Iconofl Plant.» ftl5; Flora Nov. Zel., 
I., p. 234 ; Handbook of N.Z, FI., p. 259 ; Carr., Conif., p. 487. 

A weak prostrate shrub, with trailing stems. Monoecious; branches 
few, straggling, 8-15 inches long. Leaves on young plants, linear, curved, 
spreading, inch long, gradually diminishing in size to -jV inch, when 
they become slightly thickened and obtuse, at length laxly imbricated all 
round the branches, broadly ovate, keeled, long. Male catkins 

terminal on short branchlets, J-1 inch long, solitary elliptic, anthers 2. 
Female flowers solitary, terminal; nut conical, with a minute hooked 
apiculus. Involucral cup usually dry, sometimes dilated, fleshy, red. 

a. dehUU. — Branches few, j^traggling ; leaves rarely imbneating. 

ft, compacta, — Branches numerous, short, strict ; leaves imbricating ; 
I)lant forming a compact mass. 

North Island : «. Ruahiiie Range — Colenso : Tongariro — Bidwill ! 
Colemo^ licet or ! 

South Island: a. Nelson mountains — Bid win ; Black Hills, Canterbury, 
4,000 feet — Sinclair and JIaast ! : high ground between Kumara and 
Marsdon, Westland — T. Kirk: Upper Wainiakarlri and Ai*thur’s Pass, 
2,000-3,000 feet — J, D, Knys and T,K,: mountains above Lake Harris — 
T,K, ; Otago — Ifcctor and Buchanan, ft, Otago — J, Buchanan, Herb. 
Mus. Col. I ; mountains above Lake Harris — TJv. 

The most diminutive pine known ; fruiting specimens are sometimes 
only two inches high, usually from six inches to ten. bouth Island speci- 
mens are usually more or less glaucous, and rather more robust than those 
from Tongariro, collected by Dr, Hector. The latter moreover are destitute 
of imbricated leaves. In southern specimens both forms of leaf may be 
found on the same branch, and cases of reversion are not uncommon. 
When the involucral cup is fleshy, the fruit bears a great resemblance to 
that of Foihcarpws dacrydundes. 

At first sight tlie var. ft, compacta appears a totally different plant, but 
is connected witla the typo by intermediate forms. • 

In his sketch of the botany of Otago, Mr. Buchanan remarks : — “ This 
( D, IMifnlium ) i.s a very doubtful species, being difficult to distinguish from 
D, colenaoi ,'' — an opinion in which I cannot concur. To me it appears a 
most distinct plant, easily recognized in all stages. The difficulty expe- 
rienced by Mr. Buchanan and others has doubtless arisen from mixing 
small specimens of D, hidwiUii with this species. 

5. Dacrydium btdu iUii, n.s. 

Hook, fil., in litt. 

A dioecious shrub, erect, spreading, or prostrate. Leaves on young 
plants linear, obtuse, crowded, sessile, flat, ascending, inch long ; on 



Kins. — On a revised Arrangement of N,Z. Species of Dacrydium. 880 

fruiting branches 4--farious, imbricated, coriaceous, triangular, keeled, 
obtuse. Male catkins slender, terminal solitary, anthers two, connective, 
obtuse. Nuts solitary or in twos, skiate, compressed, keeled, obtuse; 
involucral cup sometimes resinous. 

a. erecta, — ^Erect, main branches pyramidal or conical ; linear flat 
leaves obscurely costate, fruiting branohlets very slender ; male catkins 
produced in profusion. 

ft. reclinata . — Prostrate or reclinato, linear loaves with evident costa; 
fruiting branches stouter. 

North Island ; I have no certain knowledge of the occurrence of either 
form in this island, although there is reason to believe that var. a. occurs 
at Tongarii‘ 0 , and is probably not uncommon on the Ruahine and other 
mountains. 

South Island : a. Nelson — BidwUl in Herb. Hook ! Roto Iti 2,000 feet. 
Square Town — T.K, ; Canterbury — Sinclair and I faast ; between Grey- 
raouth and Okarita, Westland — TJ{. ; Dusky Bay, Otago — Hector in Herb, 
Hook I ft. Dun Mountain, Nelson — Herb. Mus, Col. (but without col- 
lector’s name) ; flats by the Thomas River, Upper Waimakiriri, Bealey Gorge, 
and Lake Misery, 2,000-3,000 feet — J, D, Engs and T, Kirk; West Coast 
of Otago — Hector, 

This species is distinguished from its allies by its dwarf stature and 
sessile linear leaves, which are attached by broad bases. It varies con- 
siderably in habit and in the size of tlie quadrifarious leaves. 

In var. «, the linear flat leaves, so far as my observations extend, are 
never found on plants more than six inches high ; when dry, they are of a 
pale brown colour ; those of var. ft. of a rcddish-black. 

A number of remarkable spociraens of var. ft. occur on flats by tlie 
Thomas river, where they form liemispherical clumps 2-.5 feet high and 
10-20 feet in diameter ; there are also densely crowded lings of young 
plants with open centres of similar diameter. In the oldest specimens the 
trunk is found to branch at the surface of the ground, the main branches 
being prostrate, from 6-10 feet in length and 6-6 incliea in diameter, 
rooting at their extremities. When the trunk is injured, or when it decays, 
the branches gradually die aw’^ay, leaving theii* rooted tips to form a ring 
of young plants, but usually erect secondary branches are given off along 
their entire length, and a compact clump is formed. In tliis form the 
linear leaves are seldom seen except on seedlings, rarely small branches 
bearing leaves of the early type are given off from bare places in the main 
arms. Plants of similar habit were observed in the Waimakariri, but not 
nearly so well developed, owing to the crowded vegetation by which they 
were surrounded. The ordiuai*y form of this variety has reclinate or 
spreading branches. 
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At present the distribution of this species is imperfectly known from 
its having keen confused with D. coUnsoL A resinous plant, which must 
probably be referred here, is said to be plentiful in the Massacre Bay 
district. 

6. Dacrydium colensoi. 

Hook., loon. Plant., t. 548 ; Hook, fil., FI. Nov. Zel., I., p. 284 : Handbook N.Z. H., 
p. 952 ; Endl., Conif., p. 226 ; De Oaud., Prodr., 16, pars 2, p. 495. 

Podocarpus ( f ) hiformu. Hook., loon. Plant., t. 544. 

A dioecious tree 20-40 feet high, bark whitish, trunk 1~2 feet in 
diameter ; leaves on early branches J-inch long, linear flat, obtuse, oostato, 
spreading ; on upper branches quadrifariously imbricated, short, triangular, 
or ovate oblong, stoutly keeled, obtuse, uV-iV long. “ Male catkins 
terminal, solitary sessile ; anthers 4-0 ; connective obtuse ; nut small on a 
horizontal resinous cup-shaped disk.” 

North Island : Tongariro and Euahine Eanges — Colenao. 

South Island: Nelson mountains, 5,000-6,000 feet (?) — Bidwill; Can- 
terbury, 2,000-4,000 feet — llaast; Arthur’s Pass, 3,000 feet — TJ(.; Otago, 
3,000 feet — Hector and Buchanan; descends to below 1,000 feet near 
Dunedin — r.Zi. 

A round-headed tree with spreading ascending branches, varying greatly 
in the size of the mature loaves and thickness of the ultimate branchlets, 
which range from uViV iucli in diameter ; in the more robust forms 
detached specimens may easily bo mistaken for Veronica tetragona or V. 
Igcopodmdes. It diflers from the preceding species in the arrangement of 
tlie branclilets, which are crowded at tlie ends of the branches and resomblo 
an obtuse-topped kind of corymb. Not having liad the good fortune to 
collect specimens in flower or fruit, I am unable to say if the nut is 
invariably solitary but suspect that it is not. From all forms of /). hid- 
trilUi it is distinguished by the larger potiolod linear leaves, as well as the 
greater size and peculiar habit just described. According to Bidwill it 
occurs at the altitude of 6,000 feet on the Nelson Mountains, but I fear the 
height is over-estimated by 2,000 feet. 

This species is the yellow pine or tar-wood of tlie Otago settlers ; the 
w'ood is yellowish, dense, and durable, but can only be obtained in short 
lengths. 

7. Dacdrydinm kirkii, 

F. Muell. in De Cand. Prodr., vol. XVI., pars 2, p. 495 ; Hook, f., loon. Plant., 
t. 1,219. 

A dimeioufl tree, 40-80 feet high, 2-4 feet in diameter. Leaves of 
sterile branches 1-1 i inch long, i inch wide, linear, flat, sub-acute, shortly 
I>ctioled, erecto-pateiit, coriaceous, shining, crowded or scattered, costa and 
veins distinct ; margins slightly cartilaginous. Leaves of fertile branches 
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sub*oyli;]idrioal, closely imbricated) broadly rhomboidal, carinatO) obtuse^ 
with a membranous margin on the upper edge. Male catkins broadly 
ovate, ^ inch long, terminal, solitary. Female terminal, involucral scales 
apioulate. Nuts 2-6 compressed, oval, obtuse, furrowed. 

North Island : Whangaroa — Hector, T. IC ; Capo Brett — Colenso ; 
Whangarei — /?. Hair ! ; Hokianga, Upper Wairoa, and Great Barrier 
Island — T, Kirk: Titirangi — T. F. Cheeseman, 

A noble species, nearest to D. colensoi, but differing in the pyramidal 
or conical habit, in the largo size of the lower leaves, the sub-cylindrical 
branches and aggregated nuts. The lower branches, sometimes to the 
height of 40 feet, are clothed with large linear leaves, giving the tree the 
appearance of a Picea, which is increased by its habit of growth. The 
lower branches are spreading, the upper fastigiate, and repeatedly dichoto- 
mously branched, 'with the branchlets forming semi-flabellato masses at 
the extremities. As in D, hidwillii and 7>. colennoi, the change from the 
spreading linear leaf state to the mature imbricated condition is most 
abrupt ; in some specimens the tips of the lower branches exhibit appressed 
imbricated leaves, while the portions nearest the trunk are covered with 
large linear leaves, the intermixture of dimorphic foliage without inter- 
mediate forms presenting a singular and attractive ai)poavance. The nuts 
are produced in greater abundance than those of any other New Zealand 
species, and often have their receptacles lined with a singular orange- 
coloured alveola. The nuts destitute of this lining are usually of less size. 

The petioles of the flat linear leaves have a curious half twist. 

This species is the manoao of the northern natives ; its timber is of a 
reddish colour and of extreme durability. 

I first collected this handsome species on the Groat Barrier Island in 
1867, and subsequently, under Dr. Hector's instruction, examined the 
Whangaroa habitat where he had previously discovered it. In papers on 
Nortliern Plants, and on the Botany of the Great Barrier Island, published 
in the first volume of “ Transactions of the N. Z. Institute,”* I expressed a 
decided opinion as to its specific distinctness, hut at that time I had not 
seen D. colensoi, and in deference to the opinioji of Dr. Hector and Mr. 
Buchanan, who considered it a lowland form of that species, 1 refrained 
from giving a formal description. It was, however, published by tlie late 
Professor Parlatoro the following year, under its present name in De 
Candolle’s “ Prodromus.” It is, perhaps, Oie most strongly marked of all 
the Now Zealand species. 

Plate XIX. Dacrydium kirkii, 

1. Sterile branch and leaves. 8. Female catkin enlarged. 

2. Fertile branch enlarged. 4. Nats enlarged. 


Vol. I, pp. 141, 148, 
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Art. LIV. — Notice of the Occurrence of a Variety of Zostera naiia, Both^ in 
New Zealand. By T. Kirk, F.L.S. 

[Head before the WelUngton Philosophical Society, \2th January, 1878.] 

Until within the last twenty years few groups of plants have received less 
attention tlmn the Marine Phanerogams, all the known species of which 
belong to tlie Monocotyledonous Orders Ihjdrocharidacei£ and Naiadacca. A 
complete list by Dr. Aschorson, of Berlin, appeared in 1874 in Neumayer’s 
** Anleitiing in Wiasonschaftlichen Beobachtungen auf Eeiseii,” containing 
twenty-six species arranged under eight genera.'^* The earliest record of 
any species having been found in New Zealand bears date so recently as 
1807, when a Zosiera, found in a flowerless condition in many places in the 
colony, was recorded in the “Handbook of tlie New Zealand Flora” as 
Zostcra marina, L. — a species of wide distribution in the northern hemis- 
phere — hut the identity of our plant must be considered uncertain in the 
absence of flowers. I have now to record the discovery, in a flowering 
condition, of a second species, wliich, notwithstanding a sliglit departure 
from the normal characters, I identify witli Zostera nana, Roth, and of 
which the following is a description. 

Zostera nana. Both, var. mnellen. 

Z. mnelleri, IrmiBch. 

Stem creeping, rather stout for the size of the plant, clothed with the 
dead bases of old leaves. Leaves linear, 3-0 inches long, wide, 

with about six nerves on each side of a midrib formed of two nerves in 
contact for their whole lengtli, margin thickened ; spathes 1-4, including 
the leafy portion 2 -3 inches long, peduncles short, flattened ; spadix rarely 
exceeding i inch in length with inflexed membranous appendages on the 
margins ; anthers about six on each side, ovules four ; stigmas frequently 
exserted. Fruit faintly furrowed when mature. 

Hah. North Island — Port Nicholson; on mud flats exposed at low 
water. 

Our plant differs from the tyj>ical form in its more robust stem, clothed 
with the persistent bases of old leaves, loaves somewhat crowded and 
narrower, in the short, flattened peduncles, and in tlie rather larger fruit 
which agrees with the typo in being faintly striated. 

In Poiii Nicholson it is associated with the larger plant provisionally 
identified with Z. marina, the inflorescence of which must be sought in 
deep water. 

* Not inclading Ttuppia and those forms of ZannichelHa and Potamoyeton found in 
isidt- water lagoons. 
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According to Dr. Ascherson, the typical form Z» nana has a wide 
distribution, occurring at tho Canary Islands, Mediterranean, North Coast 
of Sicily, Smyrna, Black Sea, Caspian Sea, Portugal, Spain, Franco, 
British Islands, Holland, Donmark, Holstein, Japan, Cape of Good Hope, 
Port Natal, Nossi Beh. 

Van muelleri has been collected on tho coasts of Chili, Soxith and East 
Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand. 

Zostera tasmanica^ G. v. Martens, is said to occur in New Zealand, but I 
do not know by wliom collected. Tho plant intondod is probably that 
referred tt) in the early part of this paper as Z» marina ; but in any case the 
identification cannot be considered satisfactory in tlie absence of flowers, 
since it is possible that our plant may belong to rhucat/roHtiSj which it 
closely resembles in habit. 


Art. LV. — Xoticf* of the Occurrence of Juncus glaucus, L., in Xew Zealand, 

By T. Kirk, F.L.S. 

{Head before the Ottnjo Institute, I7th January, 1878.] 

In company with Captain J. Campbell-Walker I Imd the pleasure of 
discovering this interesting addition to our flora by tlie road-side between 
Hokitika and Ross, within a mile of the left bank of the Hokitika river, I 
had not time to make a detailed examination of the locality, but Mr. 
IShilliioe, who kindly wont over it at iny request, informs me tliat the plant 
occurs i>lontifully over a considerable area. 

Juncus iflaucus bears some resemblance to J. communis, Meyer, but is 
dislinguislied by its Jiard texture, interrupted pith, and glaucous striate 
rigid culms ; the perianth segments are lanceolate and equal the capsule 
in length ; the capsule is mucronato. 

Tho culms arc two to three feet in lengtli, frequently di-ooping in large 
specimens. 

In J. communis, var. hexawjularis, the pith is sometimes slightly inter- 
rupted, but never to so great an extent as in J, ylauats, from which it may 
always be distinguished by tho retuse capsule. 

In all probability Juncus tjlaucus is not unfrequent on the west coast of 
tho South Island. It is singular that this species, as well as J. lamprocarpns, 
Ehrhort, should not have been observed earlier. The latter species is 
abundant in tho Hokitika district, extending southward to the Bluff and 
northward to Port Nicholson, hut is not found on the eastern side of either 
island, Xu Taranaki and Auckland it is replaced by Juncus holoschienus^ 
Thuttb. y1 
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The Soutib Island is much richer in Juucsw than has hitherto been 
supposed. In addition to the species now mentioned, Juncits capillaceus^ 
Hook, f., previously known only in a single habitat in Hawke Bay, has 
been found in tlie Southern Alps ; J, paticifonis, T. Kirk, at Broken Biver, 
and J. invohicratm, T. Kirk, in the Amuri. In short, with the exception of 
J, antarcticus, Hook, f., restricted to the mountain tops of Campbell Island, 
and the northern J. Jwloschanus, all the New Zealand species are found in 
wliat may be termed the middle portion of the South Island — the old 
provincial districts of Westland and Christchurch including the Amuri. We 
may fairly expect that other species will be discovered. 


Art. LVI. — Description of a new SpecUe of Hymenophyllum. 

By T. Kirk, F.L.S. 

Plate XXI.^B. 

[Read before the Wellington Philogophical Society f let December ^ 1877.] 

Hij m enoph yl In m rnon tan u m , 

Ruizome slender, wiry, creeping ; fronds few, 2-3 inches long, glabrous, 
linear oblong or oblong lanceolate, bipinnatifid ; stipes about 1 inch long, 
winged nearly to the base ; rachia flexuous, winged, pinnro in from 6-8 
paivH, mostly alternate, spreading, about one-third of an inch long, cut 
nearly to the rachis into 2-4 spreading, linear, forked or bilobate segments. 
Involucres teiminating the segments, small, oval, 2-lipped nearly to the 
base ; lips deeply toothed or jagged ; receptacle included. 

This interesting addition to our flora was discovered on mountains at 
the head of Lake Wakatipu by Mrs. Mason, of Queenstown, to whoso 
kindness I am indebted for specimens. 

In habit our plant closely resembles Trichoma fus humile^ but the frond 
is broader at the base, the pinnos more divided and spreading. It has 
affinities with H, javanicum, Spreng,, and might possibly be overlooked as a 
stunted condition of that species but for its different habit. In addition to 
the larger and more highly divided frond, II, javatiicum is distinguished 
from the present species by its rounded involucres q-nd crisped wings and 
segments. H, montanum is distinguished from other New Zealand species 
by its narrow involucres with deeply toothed or jagged tips ; it is of mem- 
branous texture and of a dull green hue. 

In old specimens the segments are slightly constricted immediately 
below the base of the involucre. 

Plate XXI.— B. 

. 1. Hy menophyllnm montanum ^ natural size. 

2. Fertile pinnie, magnified. 
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Abt. LVII. — On Hymenophyllum villosum, CoUmo, By T. Kibe, F.L.S. 

[Read before the Wellington Philoiophieal Society 1 12th January^ 1878.] 

This small species has long been a source of perplexity to fern collectors 
in this colony, by the majority of whom it has been mistaken for Hymeno- 
phyllwn ciliatum.y Swartz, a species of wide distribution, but only known 
in New Zealand from specimens collected in the Nelson district by Mr. 
Travers. H. villostim was originally discovered by Mr. Colenso in 1842, 
and described by him in the London Journal of Botany for 1844. Sir 
William J. Hooker, in ‘‘ Species Filicum,” referred it to II. pohjanthm^ /3. 
sanguinoUntinn^ a view which has been adopted by Sir Joseph D. Hooker in 
his “Flora NovsB-Zelaudire ” and “Handbook of the Now Zealand Flora.” 
It must, however, be regarded as a distinct species, having a wide subalpine 
and alpine range in New Zealand, although I am not aware of its occur- 
rence elsewhere. I am glad to say that Mr. Baker, who has kindly 
compared my South Island specimens with those originally sent to Kew by 
Mr. Colenso, agrees with mo as to its specific validity. 

IJymennp/njlltt m nl losu m. 

Colenso in liondon Jonrnal of Botany, vol. III., p. 36 : Tasmanian Philosophical 
Journal, vol. IT., p. 186, 

Rhizome wiry, creeping. Stiiies 1-2 inches long, narrowly winged or 
wingless, villous ; frond 2-5 inches high, 1-2 inches broad, opaque, of a dull 
brownish-green : broadly ovate, or ovate-acuminate, tripinnato, villous ; 
main rachis 1-8 inches long, narrowly winged, flexuose, villous ; primary 
and secondary pinn® deltoid ; tertiaiy pinii® twice or thrice divided into 
narrow linear forked segments. Sori terminal and axillary, free, orbicular, 
broader than the segments, 2-valved to the base ; valves entire. 

Hab. On rocks and trees in moist situations. 

North Island: Ruatahuna — W, Colcmo^ 1812; summit of Tarawera 
(amongst moss), 4,000 feet — T. K. 

South Island: Mountains of the Amuri, Nelson, 8,000-4,000 feet — 
r. K, ; mountains above Brokcui River, Canterbury — J. D. Fnys ! ; Upper 
Waimakariri and Arthur’s Pass, 2,000-8,000 feet — J. D. Fnys and T. Kirk : 
Ashburton — T, H. Potts I ; theRouteburn and mountains above Lake Harris, 
Otago, 4,000 feet — T. K. 

1 have seen specimens from other parts of the South Island, but am 
ignorant of the precise localities in which they were collected. In all 
probability our plant is common throughout the colony at elevations above 
the highest limit of H. pohjantlws^ although but rarely occurring below. 

The fronds of our plant are more highly divided than those of any other 
New Zealand species, and present, especially in small specimens, a peculiar 
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crowded appearance, caused by the ovorlappiug of the pinnro and segments. 
In small specimens the rachis and stipes are often winged nearly to the 
base; in the circiimte state tlio fronds are densely clothed with ferruginous 
hairs ; fronds are occasionally found with the lowest pinnte undeveloped, as 
in //. muhifolum. In its most luxuriant state //. vilhmim is quadripinnatc, 
and in habit resembles the European Trichouiaim radicam. Swai*tz, when 
growing in moist situations. 

The aiRnitios of our plant arc with JL itohfanthoSf Swartz, and //. 
demmum^ Swartz. ; from the former it ditfers in possessing longer and 
narrower segments and termijial orbicular sori ; it may readily bo dis- 
tinguished from the latter by its small size and orbicular involucres, which 
have entire lips and are broader than tlie segmenfs. In colour^ texture, 
and the proscnco of hairs, it approaches IL arabrum, A. Kich., and in the 
position of tlu? sori and tlieir relative breadtli as compared with the seg- 
ments, it n^semblod IL jtiranivHot^ Sprong. From all the species here named, 
except IL M-ohnnn, it is dlsiingiiishcd by its villous character. 

!Mr. Colciiso describes the involucres as “ovate, pcdicellod.'’ 

I find these cliaractcrs only in small and impcnfoctly fruited specimens ;*the 
apparent pedicels are simply contracted segments. 


Art. LVIIT. — On Lindsaya viridis, Colenm, By T. Kikk, F.L.S. 

[Read before the Otago luHtitute, 17th January, 1878. J 
This elegant fern was originally discovered at IMaiigarew'a, in 1842, by 
Mr. Colenso, ajjd described by liiin as IJndsa'a vindi.s three years later, but 
owing to its having been referred to L, tnclwrnanoidrH by Sir W. J. Hooker, 
in 1840, it is only afttji* the lapse of tliirty years that its specific validity 
has become recognized in Europe, although it is separated from its nearest 
allies by strongly marked differential characters. Without doubt this long 
neglect is in part owing to the rarity of the plant itself, for, although 
ocemoing in both islands, it is remarkably local, and for the most part its 
habitats are far apart. The few New Zealand botanists who have collected 
it are unanimous in their opinion as to its specific validity. 

In the first edition of “ Synopsis Filicum,'’ published in 1808, Mr. Baker 
separated our plant from fj, tricIwmanoideH and united it with the Australian 
L. microphiflla, Swartz, but two years ago was led to reconsider the question 
through Wanganui specimens transmitted to Kew by Mr. H. C. Field, under 
the idea that it was still considered a form of L. trichomanoides. Mr. Baker 
adopted tlie view held by botanists in the colony and published our plant as 
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a distinct species, under its original name, evidently without being aware ^ 
that it was described by Mr, Colenso thirty years ago, I have, therefore, 
the greater pleasiu'e in appending a description of the spocigs, for4.he use 
of local botanists, that it niYords mo the opportunity of presenting the claims 
of its discoverer in theii* proper liglit. 

Lindsaya viridis, 

Lindsaia viridis, 

Coloutto, Filioes Novae Novas Zelandiie, p. II (1846) ; Tasmanian Journal, II,, 
p. 174. 

Lindsay a viridis, Oolenso. 

J. G. Bakftr in Jourtnil of Botany (now sori«s), IV., p. 108. 

Lindscea trichom amides, Dryaudor (in part). 

Hook., Spocies Filicnm, I., p. 218 ; Hook, fil., FI. Nov. Zel., II., p. 20: Hund> 
book N.Z. Flora, p. ^159. 

Lindsaya niu-rophylla , Swartz (in part). 

J. G. Baker in Synopeis Filicum, edits. 1 and 2, p. 110. 

Fronds tufted, 0 -12 indies long, 1 inch wide, inombranouB, bright green, 
stipes 1“3 inches, triqueirons, channelled, shining, naked except a iiift of 
linear brown scales at the base, frond lanceolate, or lanceolate acuminate, 
hi- or tri-pinnate, racliis flexuous ; pinnae ascending, alternate, 1-1 J inch 
long, obliquely lanceolate, or rhomboid lanceolate ; pinnules simple or 
deeply lobed, or cut to the base into 2-4 linear enneate segments, margins 
truncate, eroso, about a line deep and twice as broad ; veins indistinct, 
simple or rarely branched. 

Hnb, On wot rocks. 

North Island : Port Fitzroy, (iroat Barrier Island, plentiful about 
waterfalls — Mr, Sprinyall ! Mannkau Harbour, tli ipping rocks at the Iluia 
Creek, and waterfalls bolween the Iluia and the sea — T,K, Te \Vhau — 
T.7v. Mangarewa — Mr, Colenso, Wauganni lliver — H, C, Field ! 

South Island : Nelson, under high rocks in a deep ravine, Massacre 
Bay — LyalL Gantorbnry — Sinclair and IJaani, Hokitika — IF. Ji, Tipler ! 
West coast of Otago — J, Buchanan, 

The Nelson and Canterbury haVutats are stated by Mr. Baker in the 
“Journal of Botany,” on the autl unity of .specimens in the Kow herbarium. 
I have reason to believe that the supposed Canterbury specimens were 
collected by Dr. Sinclair at the Iluia, and accidentally misplaced, so that 
the habitat in question requires confirmation. 

Our plant attains its greatest luxuriance on vertical dripping rocks where 
the fronds grow at a right angle to the face of the rock, and are narrower 
and more rigid than when growing on a horizontal surface. In the latter 
situation the fronds are radiating and drooping at the tips, with the pinnss 
somewhat spreading, so that the frond is relatively wider. The finest 
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specimens I have seen were growing on vertical dripping rocks at the Huia 
Creek ; some of the fronds are fully sixteen inches long, but not quite so 
wide as-shortqr fronds of more lax habit grown on a horizontal surface at 
Port Fitzroy. In some places where it has the advantage of a continuous 
supply of moisture, it is exposed to the glare of the sun for a portion of the 
day, but with little appreciable effect on its delicate texture. 

In an immature state this species may easily be mistaken for a Davallia 
from its nai-row sori, which are never wider than twice their depth, and do 
not extend to the lateral margins of the segments. Mr. Baker points out 
that ** the anterior valve is a continuation of the lamina, while the posterior 
valve is membranous, both alike incised.** 

The affinities of Limhaya rirUHs are with L, trkhomanoides^ Dryand., 
and L, microphyUa^ Swartz. The former differs from our plant in its 
creeping, chaffy rhizomes, broadly ovate coriaceous fronds, spreading, usually 
opposite pinnee, and fan-shaped segments with branched veins; it is confined 
to forests, and extends from the North Cape to Dusky Bay. L. microphylla 
is confined to temperate •Australia, and is distinguished from L, viridis by 
its larger size, more distant pinme, and the sori forming a continuous 
marginal line, the width being more than twice the depth. L, viridis is 
endemic in New Zealand. ttichomauoides is found also in Tasmania, 
New South Wales, and Fiji. 


Art. LIX . — On Nephrodium decompositum, 0r., and N. glabellum, 

A. Cunn, By T. Kirk, F.L.S. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society, l»t December, 1877.] 

In the “ Hand-book of the New Zealand Flora” those plants are considered 
identical ; in the “ Flora NovflD-Zelandue,** the second is described as a variety 
of the first. They are, however, so easily recognized at sight that a singular 
unanimity of opinion prevails amongst New Zealand botanists in favour of 
tlieir being considered specifically distinct. I purpose, therefore, briefly to 
examine the differential characteristics of the two plants. 

In N. decompositum the rhizome is elongated, slender, more or less clothed 
with chaffy scales and the distant bases of old fronds; it is frequently 
branched and extensively creeping so that the plant often forms patches 
several yards in diameter. Fronds erect, solitary, distant, never tufted or 
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springing from the* apex of the rhizome, usually from 12-24 inches 
in height. Stipes from half to two-thirds the length of the entire 
frond, clothed with scattered chaffy scales and fine pubescence, angular, 
channelled ; the frond is from 7-10 inches wide with the apex elongated 
and the lowest pair of secondary pinnae much developed, so that its 
general outline is pentangular acuminate ; bi- or tri -pinnate, membranous, 
villous or pubescent ; raohis slender ; lowest pair of piunte much the largest, 
5-7 inches long, 8-4 inches wide, obliquely deltoid ; upper pinnules lanceo- 
late, pinnate, or deeply pinnatifid, ultimate segments ovate or rhomboid 
ovate with acutely toothed lobes. Sori attached nearer the margin of the 
segment than the midrib. 

In N. fjlaheUnm the rhizome is short, stout, densely clothed with the 
wiry bases of old fronds, unbranched. Fronds from 4-6 in numfier, tufted, 
springing from the apex of the rhizome and usually of less size than those 
of -lY. d^compositim. Stipes always more than half the length of the entire 
frond, scaly at the base, naked above, reddish, channelled, from 7-10 inches 
long, 6-9 inches wide, deltoid, acuminate, twice or thrice pinnate, slightly 
coriaceous, glossy ; lowest pair of pinna) 4-5 inches long, 2-8 inches wide, 
less obliquely deltoid than in Y. decompositumy with the basal pinnules much 
less developed, and rachis more prominently winged ; segments pinnate or 
deeply pinnatifid, with the basal lobes overlapping so as to form a con- 
nected lino on each side of tlie rachis of the lowest pinuse ; lobes obtusely 
toothed, veins prominent. Sori equi-distant between tlie margin of the 
segment and the midrib. 

While freely admitting the close resemblance in the cutting and in the 
general outline of these plants, the essential differences indicated appear to 
me sufficient to warrant these plants being considered specifically distinct, 
but it is necessary to offer a few remarks on their nomenclature, which is 
somewhat confused, the specific name fjlabeUum ” having been applied to 
both. 

The earliest descrqition of eitlier is that of X, decomponiiumf by R. 
Brown, in bis “Prodromus Flora) Novto Hollandite,” p. 149 (1810), The 
next is that of Y. fflabellum, by Allan Cunningham, in Hooker’s “ Com- 
panion to the Botanical Magazine,” 11., p. 867, and which is clearly the 
plant to which the name is now applied. 

In tlie “Flora Nov»-ZolandifO,’' II,, p. 89, under Y. decompodtum^ 
Brown’s plant is described and figui’ed as var. a. glabeUum, X, ylahellum^ 
Gunn. Although corrected by Sir W. J. Hooker, in “ Species Filicum,” 
IV., p. 146, owing to the wide circulation of “ Flora Novae-ZelandifiD ” the 
error has become generally circulated, and caused much confusion, 
especially in this colony. 
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The following is the aynonomy of each ao far as known to me : — 

Nt^ph rodi urn dcroynjutsitum . 

Hooker ill., FI. TaHmanirt*, II., p, 119; Brown, Proclromua Nov. HoU., p. 149; 

Baker, Syin^pi'is Filicnm, p. 281; Ho«^k. f.. Handbook N.Z, FI., p. 878. 

N, ilccoinjtOKitumf a. glnhdlmi^ Hook. fil,. FI. Nov, Zel., II., p. 39, t. 79 (not of 
Cunuingham). 

A’, d^cowpodtnni, a. ma^rophijUum, Hook., Sp. Filicum, IT., p, 146. 

N, pentaivfidnrum^ Colonso, Filices Novm NovaJ-Zelandi®, p. 9 (l84/>). 

Asjyidiiim tlt'annjwifitum, Spreiig., Syst. Teg., IV., p. 109 ; Mueller, Fragmenta 
Phytograpliia' Aiijitraliie, V., p. 136. 

JspuUuni mierosorum^ Endl., Flora Norfolk Island, p. 9. 

A. nh^pht'rdi, Knnze, Lininea, XXJTI., p. 259. 

A. iicuminaia, IjOwo, Filicea, p. — . t. 11. 

>/«/». *New Zealand, common on tlie banks of rivei's. 

Australia, Tasmania, Norfolk Island. 

AV/)/i rodiuw (/la hid] urn, 

A. Ciiniiingluim, Comp. Bot. Mag., TI., p. 367 ; Metten. Aspid., p. 69. 
yephrodhun deconqiositum^ /3. pw5/*<»rewj». Hook, f., FI. Nov. Zol., TI., p. 39, 

N, microphyllum. Hook., Sp, Filicum, IV., 146. 

Lantri'ii ditvaUoideK, Brack., Filicca IT.S. Exploring F.xpcdition, p. 202. 

Hah, New Zealand, common in forests. 

Australui, Tahiti, Fiji Lslauds, 


Art. lx . — On the IJutany of the Bluff Hill, By T. Kirk, FiL.S. 
hrfore the Olmjo Institute, 17th danuary, 1878.] 

Thk isolated hill which guards tlie entrance to the Bluff Harbour has long 
been supposed to exhibit features of special interest to the botanist, but no 
one has even imagined that it possessed a rich or varied flora. It was 
therefore with no little surprise that I found it vying with the North Cape 
in botanical riches, which, although of a loss showy character, were not 
less attractive. 

My examination of the locality was restricted to some portion of the 
forest beyond the pilot stjition, and to parts of the hill within reach during 
a rambling ascent from the town to the flagstaff. 

The Bluff Hill is a little under 900 feet in height, and ratlier loss than 
two miles in iliameter at its greatest width ; its base is washed by the sea, 
except on the side which connects it with the promontory of which it forms 
the termination. It consists chiefly of syenite and olay-slatcs, the latter 
in many cases neaidy vertical. The hollows and sides of the watorooursea 
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on ihe exposed portion are ocoupied by patohos of swamp» but much of the 
surface vegetation has been destroyed by repeated burnings, so tliat at first 
sight it appears about as unfavourable a locality for rare plants as could 
well be imagined. 

Its southern face is covered with forest, bearing a general resemblance 
to the Seaward forest; but differing in the reduced proportion of matai and 
iron* wood, and in the diminished luxuriance caused by exposure, elevation, 
and soil. 

The chief timber trees are the kamai ( Wdnmamiia ravemosa), rimu 
(Dacrydiiun cupremnum), miro ( Podocarpus ferraginea)^ and iron-wood 
( Metrodderos lucidaj; of those the kamai is the most abundant; many 
specimens rival in size and luxuriance the finest to be seen in the Seaward 
forest, although in most oases they are of loss dimonsioiis. 

A dense growth of Oleana nitida, Veronica ellijtiica, ArintoteUa fnUicoM 
and other shrubs is found at the sea margin, and gives shelter to a number 
of ferns and herbaceous plants, the most noteworthy of the foimer being 
Lomaria dura^ which, like its near ally L. hankHiiy never grows far out of 
reach of the sea spray. On the outskirts of the forest the trees are much 
shorn and stunted by the wind : the largest trees occur in the hollows and 
sheltered places, still serviceable timber is found near the summit. 
Although tlie yield of timber per acre is very small when oompai-ed with 
the best parts of the sheltered forest on the downs, it would be more 
durable in quality. 

A few cattle have access to the forest, but no great amount of injury has 
resulted from this cause at present. In all directions young trees were 
plentiful, from seedlings upwards, showing that a continuous process of 
renewal is taking place. 

The underwood and the herbaceous vegetation exhibited the greatest 
luxuriance of growth ; some of the leaves of the tataramoa (Ruhue anstralU) 
were the largest 1 ever saw. Chihglottis cornuta^ an orchidaceous plant 
growing in several localities from Omaha to the Chatham and Auckland 
Islands, but remarkably local, exhibited a stout, robust habit quite new 
to me. J uncus nova-zelandica attains an extraordinary size, and exhibits 
a marked contrast to the ordinary specimens found oti the open side of 
the hill. In sheltered places near the summit Cyathodes acerosa assumes 
a free growing luxuriant habit not frequent even in the north, and, with its 
profuse display of white and red fruit, presents a most attractive appearance. 
This remarkably luxuriant growth of the shrubby and herbaceous vegetation 
was evident wherever shelter could be obtained from the direct action of the 
wind, and must be chiefly attributed to the great amount of moisture con- 
stantly present in the atmosphere, and which is prevented from becoming 
injurious by the frequent high vrinds. zl 
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Ascending the hill direct from the town, but diverging widely from the 
beaten track, the first plant collected of special interest was Juneu$ lampro- 
carpuB, a recent addition to our flora. Stunted specimens of Carpha alpina 
were observed at less than twenty yards above the sea-level. Oratiola nana 
occurred in several spots, and on swampy ground Drosera spathulata was 
abundant. On a patch of peaty soil at no groat elevation the rarest of the 
New Zealand sun-dews, Drosera pygnueOf occurred sparingly. It is a minute 
plant, not more than half an inch across, and from its grey tinge may easily 
be passed over. It was originally discovered by Mr. Colenso at Cape Maria 
van Diemen nearly forty years ago, and hitherto has not been observed 
elsewhere in the colony, although in Tasmania and Australia it has a wide 
distribution in littoral situations. There can be no doubt that its minute 
size and insignificant appearance have caused it to bo overlooked in New 
Zealand. 

The alpine Careiv caturactai was observed at a low elevation associated 
witli the white-flowered Mitnuhis radicans and small plants of Schanus 
axillaris^ not previously recorded from the South Island. Hydrocotyle 
muscosa and Eleochans gracillima were found in swampy situations. Thely- 
mitra unijiora waved its graceful purple flowers on peaty ground below the 
summit, sheltering its near ally Caladmia bxfolia. CallLeene parvijhra with 
its attractive waxy flowers and fruit covered the surface, in some places 
intermixed with Herpolirion novx-zelandia. A new species of Hahragh^ 
recently described as H, unijhra^ often formed a dense sward ; the plant is 
readily distinguished from its allies by the solitary terminal flower. Marshy 
spots were occupied by Oreobolus jmmilio with the characteristic mountain 
plant Oyalhodes empetrifolia attaining great luxuriance on the drier gi‘Ound. 

Isolejm carlilayifieay a species of remarkably local distribution, occurred in 
one or two places, and a small species, doubtfully referred to /. fluiiam for 
the present, was found in plashy spots near the summit. 

The limited time at my command only allowed me to examine the 
restricted portions of the Bluff Hill already mentioned, but the results of 
my investigation warrant the inference tliat one-fourth of the entire 
phasnogamic and fern flora of the colony may be collected here by a 
diligent investigator — an unusually high proportion to be found on such 
a small area and under many unfavourable conditions. ' 

The adjacent Seaward forest is not nearly so rich in species as the Bluff 
Hill although its general growth is more luxuriant. This wealth of species 
in the latter locality must bo attributed to the continuous supply of moisture 
present in an atmosphere frequently agitated by high winds and to the 
greater variety of soil and situation. 
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Only twenty-three species of naturalized plants were collected — a paucity 
which contrasts strongly with their abundance in the North Island. None 
of the species observed call for special remark. 

The following are the most interesting of the indigenous species 

Melicytus lanceolatus, Hook, f. Long supposed to be peculiar to the north, 
but is now found throughout the colony, although often local. 

Drosera pygmaa^ DC. A minute rosuiate plant with numerous filiform 
one-flowered scapes, and a silvery cone in the centre, covering a hyberhat- 
ing bud. The cone is formed by the interlaced, laoiniate, scarious stipules. 
The apparent distribution of this plant in New Zealand is most peculiar — 
a single habitat at the north-western extremity of the colony and another 
in the extreme south. 

Halorayis uniflora, T. Kirk. On peaty ground below the summit. 

Stylidium subulatum, Hook. f. Plentiful on peaty ground just below the 
summit : one or two plants were obseiwed at less than twenty yards above 
sea-level. 

Rumex neylectus, T. Kiik. Beyond the Pilot Station. 

Caladenia biflulia, Hook. f. In the forest and on peaty ground near the 
summit ; leaves varying greatly in size and shape. 

Chihglottis cornnta, Hook. f. Abundant in the forest and of large size. 

Prasophyllum nudum, Hook. f. Open places near the summit. 

Junais lamprocarpus, Ehrh. 

JioUpiM cartilaginea, Br. 

Lmnaria dura, Moot*e. 

Abundant in wooded rocky places by the sea. 


Catalogue of Phanoyamic Plante and Ferm observed on the Hluff Hilt, 
1st January, 1877. 

Kora. — Naturalized plants are marked with an asterisk. 


IlANUNOUnAOEA. 

CUmatis hexasepala, Hook. f. 
Ranunculus hirtus. Banks and Sol. 

rivulatis, Banks and Sol. 

Maunoliacxjb. 

Drimys eolorata, Baoul. 

< GbuoitsBuB. 

Nasturtium palustre, DO. 

Cardamine hireuta, L. 


I ViOLABIlB®. 
j Viola Cunningham a. Hook. f. 
Melicytus ramiflorus, Forst. 

lanceolalus. Hook. f. 

PiTTOSPOBESC. 

SuUaria parviflora. Banks and SoL 
* media. With, 

Colobanihus biUardieri, Fenzl. 

* Sagina procutnhens, L. 
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Htpericiicca. 

Hypericum japonicumf Tliunb. 
Tiliacea:. 

Aristotelia raeemomt Hook. f. 
GERAKUCEiE. 

Oeraniiim diMectuin^ L., var. carolini- 
annttt, 

wicrophijUum^ Hook. f. 
»milijtorum, Car. 
mollef L. 

CoBIARlEiB. 

Coriaria ruscifoUa^ L. 

Leouminosj;. 

* Utijo europtBUH^ L. 

Trifolium repms^ L. 

♦ mimi9f Sm. 

BoSACEiE. 

Bubm au^itralls^ Foriiit. 

Potenhlla anserina^ L. 

Actena aampftjiorfjce, Valll. 

Saxifraok^e. 

Carpodetm serratus, Forst. 
Weinmannia racemomf Forst. 

Crassulace^. 

Tillaa muBchata^ DC. 

DROSERACEiE. 

Drosera pygmaa^ DC. 

Bpaihidata^ Labill. 
binatUf Labill. 

HALORAGEiE. 

Hahragis alata^ Jacq. 

deprcBsa, Hook. f. 
unifiora^ T. Kii*k. 
micraniha^ Br. 

Myrwphylhnn pediinculatnmy Hook. f. 
Gunnera monoica^ Baoul. 

Myrtack^. 

Leptospermum acopariivn^ Forst. 
MetntBuieroB lucida^ Menzies. 

hypericifolia^ A. Cunn. 

Onagrabxeae. 

Fuchsia excortimiay L. fil. 

coimsoi, Hook. f. 

Kpilobium atsinoideSf A. Cunn. 
tetragomm^ L. 

OhsBOBtigma elatinoiden^ A. Cunn. 

Umbeelifers. 

Hydrocotyle asiatiea^ L. 

amcricaaa, L. 
muscoBa^ Br. 


UMBELLIFERiE. — CmUinUBd^ 
Hydrocotyde moBchata, Forst. 

microphylla, A. Gunn. 
Crantzia Hneata, NuttaU. 

Apium fitiforme^ Hook. 

OreomynhU coJemoif Hook. f. 

Aralucejs. 

Panax simpUx^ Forst, 

edgerleyiy Hook. f. 
crasBifolumy Done, and Planoh. 

OORNEJE. 

GriBelinia littoralis, Baoul. 

Bubiace^. 

. Coprosma rotundifolia, A. Cunn. 

I divaricatUy A. Cunn. 

tenuicaulisy Hook. f. 
fcetidinsimay Forst. 

Nertera depr essay Banks and Sol. 
Galium imbrosuniy Forst. 

Aspcrnla perpusillay Hook. f. 

CoMPOSlTiE. 

Olearia nitiday Hook. f. 

Celmma longifoliay Cass. 

Lagenophora forsteny DC. 

petwlatUy Hook f. 

Beilis pere^misy L. 

Mitohen, flowered 

variety. 

Ant hetnia arvemUy L. 

^nobilisy L. 

Cotula coronopifoliay L. 

dioica. Hook. f. 

Cassinia vauvilliersiiy Hook. f. 
GnapJmliinn hellidioideSy Hook. f. 
trincrvcy Forst. 
filicauley Hook. f. 
luteo-albumy L. 
inrnlucratumy Forst. 
collinumy Labill. 

Mkroaeris forateri. Hook. f. 

’** Hyporham radicatay L. 

Taraxacum denadeonUy Desf. The in- 
digenous and naturalised forms 
are both found. 

SonchuB oJeraceuBy L, 

Stylidie^. 

Stylidium aubulatunty Hook. f. 

Camranulaoeas. 

Wahlenhergia gracUUy A. Bioh. 

Praiia angulatay Hook. f. 

I SeUiera radicam^ Gar* 
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Ebioejc. 

Oaulthsria rupeHrU^ Br. 

CyathodoB acerona^ Br. 

empetrifolia. Hook. f. 
Leucopo(fonfra$eri, A. Cunn. 
Dracophyilum urvilleanum^ A. Bich. 

Mybsinejb. 

Myrsine urvillei, A. DO. 

FRIMULA.CEiB. 

* Anagallts arvmsU^ L. 

Samolm repetis, Pers. 

ArOCTNEiB. 

ParBonsia alhiflora^ Baoul. 

Gbntiane^. 

Gmtiana aaneoBa, Forst. 

CoNVOLVULAOE-®. 

ConvolvohiS ivyiniorunif Forst. 
Dichondra repena^ Forst. 

/ 3 . hrevifolia, 

Scbophulahtne^e . 

Mimultis radicans^ Hook. f. 

Gratiola nana^ Bentham. 

Veronica salicifolia, Hook. f. 
elliptica, Forst. 

LxBUTiE. 

Mentha cunninghamii^ Benth. 

PlANTAOINE®. 

^ Plantago major, L. 

* lanceolata, L. 

*raoulli, Dec, 

Parontchie£. 

ScUranthuB hiJloriiB, Hook. f. 

PoLYOONEJE. 

Polygonum aviculare, L. 
Muhlenheckia complexa, Meisn. 
Bumex flexuasns, Forst. 

neglectuB, T. Eirk. 

^viridis, Sibtb. 

* acetosella, L. 

THYMELEiE. 

Pirn ilea proBtrata, Vahl. 
CoBIFEltfi. 

PodoearjyuB ferruginea, Don. 
Dacrydium cupresdnum, Sol. 
Obchideje. 

GoBtrodia cunninghamii. Hook. f. 
Caladenia bifolia, Hook. f. 
PtoroBtyliB hanMi, Br. 

) 3 . . 

ChiljoghittB eomiita. Hook. f. 

longifoliat Forst. 


m 

Obohidea. — continued. 

Thelymitra uniflora, Hook, f. 
ProBOphyllum nudum, Hook. f. 

pumilum. Hook. f. (?) 
Specimens imperfect. 

Ibidem. 
gemianica, L. 

Libertia wioideB, Spreng. 

Natabeje. 

Triglochin tnandrum, Mich. 
Potamogeton “ naiane,'' L. 

Liliace^. 

Rhipogonum scandem, Forst, 

Callixene parviflora, Hook. f. 

Dianella intermedia, Endl. 

Aatelia grandis, Hook. f. 

Herpoliri^n novce-zelandia, Hook. f. 

J UNCEiE. 

JuncuB australis, Hook. f. 

communis, E. Meyer. 

p, hexasepalus. 
lamprocarpus, Ehrh. 
var. 

bufonius, L. 

nova-zelandue. Hook. f. 

Luzula campestris, DO., var. congenta. 

Bestiace^. 

Leptocarpus simplex, A, Bich. 
Cypebaceas. 

SchoenuB axillaris. Hook. f. 

Carpha alpina, Br. 

Eleocharis acuta, Br., var. platylepis. 

gracilHma, Hook. f. 

Isolepis nodosa, Br. 
prolifer, Br. 
riparia, Br. 
cariilaginea, Br. 
fluitans, Br. (?) 

Specimens imperfect, and identic 
fication consequently uncertain. 
Lepidosperma telragona, Labill. 
Oreobolus pumilio, Br. 

Uncinia australis, Pers. 

rupestris, Baoul. 
banksii, Boott. 

Carex virgata, Sol. 
p. secia. 
ternaiia, Forst. 
lucida, Boott. 
eataracta, Br. 
breviculmis, Br. 
triflda, Gavaailles. 
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OlUHXNSiE. 

* Anthoxanthum odoratum^ L« 
Hierochloe redolena, Br. 

Agrontu amnia ^ Br. 

guadrisetat Br. 
cona^ncua, Forst. 

Dickelachne crinita^ Hook. f. 

Danthonia semuannularU^ Br. 

* Holcua nrolliaj L. 

* Aira caryophyllea, L. 

Poa breviglumia^ Hook. f. 

* annua^ L. 

"^pratetmaf L. 
australia, Br., Var. lavia, 
colenaoi, Hook. f. 

^LoUum perenm^ L. 

Filicks. 

Qlnehenia circinata, Swartz, /3. kecia^ 
tophylla. 

Hemitelia amiihii^ Hook. f. 

Dickaonia aqnarroaa^ Swartz. 

aiitarctica, Br., var. fibrosa, 
HyntenophijUum tunhridgrnse^ Sm. 
rarum^ Br. 
dihitatum, Swartz. 
polyant hoa^ Swartz, 
var. aanguinolentum. 


FzLxoss.«--tfonttnt^. 
Hymmophyllum demmumy Swartz* 
acahnmy A. Bioh. 
flabellatumy Labill* 
Hypolepis ipnaifoluty Bernh. 

Pteriia aquiUna L., var. eacnlmta. 
Bcaberulay A. Bioh. 
incisa, Thunb. 

Ijomana procera. Sprang. 

fluviatilia, Spreng. 
diacolory Willd. 
alpinay Spreng. 
duray Moore. 
hankaii, Hook f. 

AaplBniumobtuaatumy Forst., var. lyalUi, 
faUatum, Lam. 
hulbiferumy Forst, 
flaccidtmy Forst. 

Aspidtum aculeatum, Swartz, var. va$- 
tUum. 

eapenaSy Willd. 

Kephrodium hupidiinty Hook, 
Polypodimi rugnUmm^ Labill. 
billardisHy Br. 

Lycopoduce.®. 

Tm^sipterU forateriy Endl. 


Abt. LXI. — Contriljulions to the Botany of Otago, By T. Kirk, F.L.S. 

[Read before the Otago Imtitute^ 17 th January y 1878.] 

With the exception of three or four species mentioned to indicate an 
extension of their range of distribution, the following plants have not been 
enumerated in any previous contribution to our knowledge of the flora of 
Otago.’^ Most of them were observed during hasty visits to portions of the 
district in the winter of 1874 and the summer of 1876-7, both under 
circumstances which prevented my paying more than cursory attention to 
purely botanical subjects. A few species ore mentioned on the authority of 
the Handbook of the New Zealand Flora,*’ and others on the authority of 

* For a Sketch of the Botany of Otago, by J. Buchanan, see Trans. N.Z, Inst., 
I., p. 22. On Plants collected near Invercargill, by J. S. Webb, V., p, 860. Notas on 
Otago Plants, by O. M. Thomson, IX., p. 588. 

See also Oontribniions to New Zealand Botany, by W. Lander Lindsay, H.D., eto. ; 
liondon, 1868. 
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}^aai,--C<mtribHiion$ to the Botany of Otago. 

speeimena oommonioated by Mr. D« Petrie and Mr. G. M. Thomson, to 
whom 1 have great pleasure in expressing my thanks. 

The chief interest of the following list consists in the corrected views it 
affords of the relative proportion of (jHumifera, especially of the cyperaceous 
section, to other phaenogams in the south; the Graminew are increased one- 
fouith and the Cyperacea nearly doubled as compared with Mr. Buchanan's 
Catalogue, in which the latter form loss than one-twentieth of the entire 
number of flowering plants, a striking contrast to the ordinary proportion 
in the North Island wliich is one-tenth. The present list shows that the 
actual proportion iu Otago is one-thirteenth, and that the small disparity 
which really exists is chiefly due to the deficiency in Cladium and Schcenus^ 
which, although abundant in the noiiih, are represented in Otago by a single 
species of the former and two of the latter. On the other hand all the New 
Zealand Carices are found in Otago with the exception of C. chlorantha^ Br., 
Ce colensoiy Hook, f., and C, stellnlata^ Good. ; the last two will certainly be 
found within the district, but the first is restricted to the North Island 
where it is very local. 

I hope to consider the chief points of interest in the distribution of 
Otago plants iu a future paper. 

It is a subject for regret that we know so little of tlio flora of Stewart 
Island and the Snares, wliioh cxliibit features of great importance. Little 
as we know of both, tlie flora of Stewart Island sliows a connection between 
the peculiar plants of the south-west coast of Otago on one side, and those 
of the Chatham Islands on the other — while that of the Snares shows 
a connection with the Auckland Islands and the Chathams, apparently 
more close than that with the nearest portion of the main land. I venture 
to suggest to the members of the Otago Institute the propriety of making 
arrangements for the systematic investigation of the flora and fauna of 
these little known portions of their district. 

Banumoulacx^. 

Clematis hexasepala, DC. Bluff Harbour. 

afoliata^ Buoh. Waitaki Valley — J, Buchanan, 

Ranunculus hirtus — Banks and Sol. 

/3. suplnas. Valley of the Dart. 

ternatif alius, T. Kii’k. jB, inlobatus, “ Trans. N.Z.I.,” p. 547, 
not of Kit. Catlin River, 

nanus, Hook. Otago — J. Buc^nan! D. Petrie! Above Lake 
Harris— r.A'. 
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Cbuoifbbji. 

Lepidiuyn uicisum^ Banks and Bol. A doubtful plant, with numerous slender, 
prostrate leaflets, branched stems referred to this species 
for the present. First observed by Mr. Petrie. Cape 
Whybrow. 

VlOLABIEiS. 

Melicytus micranthuB^ Hook. f. Near Dunedin. 

TlLACSiE. 

Aristotelia **€recta^'' Buch. Lake district; Wyndham. 800-1,200 feet — J. 
Buchanan, I have not seen specimens of this plant. 

Stackhousie^. 

Slackhomia minima, Hook. f. Waipori — D. Petrie ! 

LEOUMlKOSifi. 

Camikhwlm nmnroi, Hook, f. Near Cromwell — Captain J, Campbell^ Walker ; 
Cardrona Valley — T, K, Fruiting specimens only. 
pihm, Col. Mr. Petrie has sent Otago specimens apparently 
belonging to this species, but without locality. 
jlagelU/ormiHf Col. A remarkable plant, which may possibly 
prove to be a form of this species, was obtained in the 
Cardrona Valley. It was characterized by long flexuous 
branches, numerous trifoliolate loaves with deeply-notched 
leaflets, and large fruit fully J inch in length, with a long 
straight beak. 

BoSACEiE, 

Acana glabra, Buch. Valley of the Dart. 

A, inermis, Hook. f. Lake Wakatipu ; Valley of the Dart, etc. ; Lake 
Hawea. 

A, depressa, T. Kii’k. Cardrona Valley ; Lake Hawea. 

DBOSEEACEAf:. 

Drosera pygmaa, DC. Bluff Hill. 

Halobao£.£. 

Ilaloragis xniijlora, T. Kirk. Bluff Hill. H. (enuisnina of Mr. Thomson’s 
list (not of T. Kirk) must be referred here. 

Myriophyllum pedunculatuni, Hook. f. Bluff Hill — T, Kirk ; Stewart 
Island — Q, M, Thomson! 

OKAORABIEif:. 

Fuchsia colensoi, Hook. f. Oamaru ; Bluff Harbour. 
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UHBBZiUFEiUfi. 

Potoa haasH^ Hook. f. Moimtains above Lako Harris, 4,000 feet. 

OreomyrrhU coUnsoi^ Hook, f, Bliiflf Harbour. 

Liymiicum Jili/olium^ Hook. f. Mountains above Lake Harris. 

inlerifiedmm, Hook. f. Chasland’s Mistake — D. Petrie ! 

OoBNEiE. # 

Omelinia lucida, Forster. Dusky Bay, Chalky Bay — Handbook: Gatlin 
River — Liwhay. 

LOBANTHACEiE. 

Loranthus drctmatne^ T. Kirk. Valley of the Dart. 

Bubxace.v:. 

Copronma eermlata^ Hook. f. Mountains above Lako Harris. 
repem^ Hook. f. Mountains above Lake Hanis. 

Composite. 

Olearia anyiaiifolia^ Hook. f. Stewart Island — Handbook N,Z» Flora. 

lyalliit Hook. f. Living plants apparently belonging to this fine 
species liave been obtained from the Snares by Captain 
Johnson and presented to the Botanic Gardens, Welling- 
ton. They vary considerably in the size and shape of the 
leaves, and in the marginal toothing, some loaves having 
the doubly serrate margin of O, colcnsoi^ while otliers on 
the same plant are almost crenate, or obscurely toothed. 

Celmma dUcolor, Hook. f. Mountains above Lako Harris, 
verbaacifoliay Hook. f. Horse Ranges— »/. C. Webb ! 
apectalrilis, Hook. f. Above Lake Harris ; Coi’droua Range. 
bellidioides, Hook. f. Near Lake Harris. 
ijlandulosa, Hook. f. With the above. 
walkeriy T. Kirk. Mountains above Lako Harris. 

Brachycome odorata, Hook. f. A doubtful plant, characterized by its flaccid 
membranous leaves, scapes leafy at the base, is referred to 
this species for the present. Cape Whybrow — T. K. ; near 
Dunedin — D. Petrie! Stewart Island — G. M. Thomson! 
pinnata^ Hook. f. Stewart Island — Handbook. 

Cotula minoi\ Hook. f. The Bluff and other places. 

Raoxdia munroi, Hook f. Near Dunedin — Dr. Lindsay, Bnchanan I 
petriemis, T. Kirk. Mount St. Bathans — D. Petrie ! 

Senecio rohusla^ J. Bach. Mount Eglinton — J. Morton! mountains above 
Lake Harris — 1\ K, ; mountains near tlie Greenstone — J. 
Bnchanan. 
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Btyudis^. 

Stylidium subulatunif Hook. f. The Bluff Hill — T, K,; Flagstaff Hill, 
Dunedin — J, Buchamn, 

Campanulace^. 

Pratia anguhta, Hook, f., var. arenaria. Catlin Biver. 

EricI^. 

Archeria traverni^ Hook, f., var. amtralis. Common on the west coast of 
Otago — Handbook, 

BoRAGINEiE. 

Myosfjtidium nobile, Hook. On the Snares, abundant; leaves sometimes 
2 feet in diameter — H, Armstrong ; Cruise of the Amherst, 
1888. See “ Trans. N.Z. Inst.,'’ II., p. 176. 

SoLANKiB. 

S^olannm nigrum, Linn. Lake Hawea. 

ScROPHU LARINR AS. 

Gratiola /m«fl,Benth. The Bluff Hill — T,K,; McRae's Diggings — 1), Petrie! 

Ghssosfigma eiatinoidea, Benth. The Bluff Harbour. 

Veronica pimeleoides, Hook. f. Waitaki — J, Kidd, 

macrantha , Hook. f. Mountains above Lake Harris. 
eanrftcens, T. Kirk. Oamaru — J, Buchanan! 

Euphrasia repeus, Hook. f. Bluff Island — Handbook, 

Plantagine.b. 

IVantagn spathulata, Hook. f. Near Invercargill — J, S, Webb ! 

brnwnii, Rapin. Mountains above Lake Harris. The Otago plant 
is nearly glabrous, and in several respects approaches the 
Auckland Island form, figured on table 43 “ Flora Antarc- 
tica,” I., more closely than specimens from any other 
locality. 

Chenopodiaceab. 

Che}iojmlium detestans, Kirk. Cultivated land near the outlet of Lake 
Wanaka. 

Airiplex patula, L. Abundant on disturbed silt; Cape Whybrow. 

Salsola kali, L. Ida Valley — D, Petrie! The Otago plant is less robust 
than the Australian form naturalised on the banks of the 
Waitemata, and, from its occurrence in company with 
Chmopodium pusilhm in this remarkable inland locality, 
must be considered indigenous. Both plants are usually 
littoral, but arc found in inland localities marking the site 
of ancient sea margins or exhausted brine springs. 
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PoLYOONEiE. 

Haime neglectua, T. Kirk. West Coa^t of Ofcago — J. Bm/unuin! Bluff 
Harbour — T.K. 

Thymelsa. 

Pimelea virgaia^ VahL A remarkable fonn, white» with a dense covering of 
silky hairs on the leaves, is plentiful on the Cardrona 
range. ^ 

iyallUt Hook. f. Descends to the sea-level at Ohasland’s Mistake — 
D, Petrie ! 

SANTALACSiE. 

Exocarpus hidwilUi, Hook. f. Bed of the Waitaki — Handbook, 

CuPULXFERAE. 

Fagus cliffortioides^ Hook, f. Valley of the Dart. The spray of this species 
more closely resembles that of the European beech, F, 
sylvatica, than the other Now Zealand species. 

CONIFERAS. 

Libocedrus bidivilUit Hook. f. Near Dunedin, etc. This is doubtless the 
L. doniaua of Mr. Buchanan’s Catalogue of Otago Plants. 

Dacrydium bidivillii, Hook. f. 

Cl. 

/ 3 . 

West Coast of Otago — Dr, Hector! 

OROaiOEiE. 

Ckiloglottis cornuta^ Hook. f. The Bluff Hill. 

Prasophyllum pumilum^ Hook. f. Several imperfect specimens collected on 
the Bluff Hill appear identical with this species. 

nudum, Hook, f. Moui.ULis above Lake Harris; the Bluff 
Hill, etc. 

Naiades. 

Potamogetou oblongus, Vir. Near Invercargill — •/. S, Webb, 

P. pectinatus, L. Waihola Lake. 

LiLIACSiB. 

Astelia grandis. Hook. f. This in in part the A, nerrosa of Mr. Buchanan*s 
Catalogue. 

[A. hanksiif A. Cunn. Plants in the Dunedin Botanic Garden are said to 
have been found on ** cliffs, near Dunedin,'* but the alleged 
habitat is extremely improbable and requires examination.] 

JuKOXJB. 

Juncm lamprocaipus^ £hr. Plentiful about Invercargill ; Bluff. 

/3. Ditches near Kew railway btatiun. 
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CYPERikOEiB. 

SchcsnuB axillanSf Hook f. The Bluff Hill. 

Eleocharis nphaceJata^ Br, Bluff Island — LyalU “ Handbook/' This habitat 
requires con^rmatiou ; the nearest atitbentioated habitat is 
in the Taupo country — fully 600 miles distant. 
acuta, Br., var. platylcpin, E. yracUis of Mr. Buchanan's list, 
^ and of FI. N.Z., not of Brown. 
yyacillima, Hook. f. Bluff Harbour, etc. 
holeph cartiUnjinea, Br. The Bluff Hill. 

j^uitaua, R. Br. Imperfect specimens from the Bluff HDl appear to 
be identical with this species. 

Gahnia aetifoUa, Hook. f. Lake Wakatipu, etc. 

Lepidosperma tetragona, Labill. Bluff Harbour. 

Uncinia sinclami, Booit. Valley of the Dart. 
auRtraliH, Pers. Lake Wakatipu, etc. 
rupcsirU, Raoul. Bluff Harbour. 
jiliformia, Boott. Routeburu, 
banhUy Boott. Bluff Harbour. 

Carex pyrenaica, Wahl., var. Mountains of Otago — J. Buchanan. • 
acicularis„ lioott. Wet rocks on the ascent to Lake Harris. 
inversa, Br. Valley of the Dart. 
debilis, M. S. Mountains above Lake Harris. 
vlvgata^ Sol., var, secta, Oamaru. 
apprcssa, Br. Milford Sound — Dr. Hector, 
siibdola, Boott, Lake Wakatipu, etc. 
brevlculmis, Br. The Bluff Hill. 
neesiana, Endl. Catlin River. 
dissita, Soland. Catlin River. 

ORAMlNEiE. 

Mkrolana HlipuUleH, Br. In a single locality near Oamaru — perhaps a 
recent introduction. It is, however, certainly native to 
Westland. 

accnacca, Hook. f. Lake Wakatipu, . 

Apera arandinacea, Hook. f. Water of Leith, etc. 

AgroBtis caninn, L., var. subulata. Lake Wanaka, etc. 

billardkri, Br. Capo Whybrow, 

Arundo '^fubtida,*' Buch. Mataura River — J. Buchanan, 

Danthonia Jfavescens, Hook. f. Southland. 

Olyceria Btrkta, Hook. f. Moeraki, and other places on the east coast ; 
Dunedin, etc. 

Poa imbeciHa, Forst. Balclutha, etc. 

Fmiuca Uttoraluy Br. Near Cape Whybrow. 



Kibk. — ColUributions to the Botany of Ofayo. 418 

FnjOBi. 

Aleophila coleneoif Hook. f. Hills about Dunedin ; Lake Wakatipu ; Gatlin 
Biver ; Beafield Bush. Ti*unk somotimcs 7 feet high. 
Hynwiophyllum tmntanum, T. Kirk. Mountains above Lake Wakatipu — 
Mrs. Mason ! 

vilhsum^ Col. Bouteburne; mountains above Lake Harris. 
Davallia fosteri, Carruth. Dusky Bay — Forster, “ Synopsis Filicum/* edit. 

2. This species is only known from Forster's original 
specimen in tlie British Museum. 

Lindsaya viridu^ Col. West Coast — .7. Buchanan, 

I^maria dura, Moore. West Coast Sounds — J, D, Enys ! Catlin Biver — 
D, Pur die and P, Thompson I Bluff Hill— T. Kirk, In 
situations exposed to the spray of the sea. 

LvOOPODUGEiE. 

Lycopod^m laterale, Brown. Stewart Island — Mrs, Pearson I 


Corrigenda, 

Panax Ussonii, DO. Said to occur on the west coast of Otago, but it is to 
be feared that some mistake has been made. The plant 
appears to be confined to the Auckland district. 

Pimdea urHUeana, A. Eich. Mentioned in Mr. Buchanan’s list, but I 
greatly fear that some other species has been mistaken for 
it. 

Potaniogeton heterophyllus^ Schreber. Included in the lists of Mr. Buchanan 
and Dr. Lindsay, but must be expunged as it is not a New 
Zealand plant. Young states of the so-called “7\ natans ” 
wliich developes copious submerged leaves have been mis- 
taken for it throughout the colony. 

Dichelachne stipoides, Hook, f. Included in Mr. Buchanan's list, but the 
precise locality forgotten. It is a northern plant finding 
its southern boundary at the East Cape, and is, at best, of 
extremely improbable occuiTence in any part of the South 
Island. 

Lomaria pumila, Baoul. Mr. Buchanan informs me that he mistook a 
small form of L. membranacea, Colenso, for this species. It 
is, however, not unlikely to occur on the west coast. 
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The following species may be expected to occur in the district, and should 
be carefully sought for : — 


OUaria forsteri^ Hook. f. 

Celmma munroi^ Hook. f. 

Lobelia anceps, Thunb. 

Dacrydium westlandicuMf T. Kirk. 
Cordyline bankdi^ Hook. f. 

Astelia UneariB^ Hook. f. 
Phormium colemoi^ Hook. f. 
Cladium ghmeraium^ Br. 
junceum^ Br. 


Oahnia hecto^i^ T. Kirk. 

ebenocarpa^ Hook. f. 
riyida^ T. Kirk. 
Uncinia leptoetachya^ Baoul. 
Carex eolensoi^ Boott. 

steUulaiaf Good. 
Spinifex hirsutas, Labill. 
Zoyda pungena, Willd. 
Bromus arenariua^ Labill. 


Naturalized Plante * 

BANUNOULACEiB. 

Ranunculue bulboeue, L. Oamaru, etc. ^ 

PAPAVERAOKiV. 

Eechecholtzia californica^ Cham. Shingly shores of Lake Hawea. 

FuMABlACEiB. 

Fumaria muralie^ Sond. Dnuediii, etc. 

Cbuciferjb. 

Barbarea pracox, Br. Dunedin ; Invercargill ; Moeraki. 

Sieymhnum officinale^ L. 

Capeella burea-paetorie^ DC. 

Senehiera coronopue^ Poiret. 
didyma, Persoon. 

Lepidium ruderale, L. Common by roadsides, etc. This is probably tlie 
jL. campeetre of Mr. Thomson’s list, a species only found in 
cultivated land. 

emithiif Hook. Boadsides, Bendigo. 

Cartophvlleas. 

Dianthue barbatus^ L. On the sites of abandoned gaidens. 

SiUne quiiUjuevulnera^ L. Not unfrequent ; probably the S. gallica of Mr. 
Thomson’s list. 

Stellana graminea, L. Otago — D. Petrie ! 

Arenaria Berpyllifolia, L. Otago— D. Petrie, 

Sagim procumbem^ L. Near Invercargill ; Bluff Harbour. 

Polycarpon tetraphyllumt L. Oamaru. 

Spergula arvensis, L. 


See Trans. N.Z. Inst., vol. VII., 870. 
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MlLVAOBJfi. 

Malva Totundifolia^ L. 

Lavatera arborea^ L. Oaxuaru. 

Gsbanucbjb. 

Erodium cicutariumf L. 

Lequminos^. 

Medicago denticulata, Willd. Dunedin ; Moeraki. 

MelilotKS offidnalist L. 

Tri/olium procunibens, L. 

Vida hirsuta, Koch. Oamaru, etc. 
sativat L. 
angusH/oliaf Both. 

Bosacea. 

Acoina ovina, A. Cnnn. Otago — M. Thomon ! 

Umbellifeba. 

Fmiculum nilgarej Giertn. Dunedin, etc. 

Composite. 

Madia saiiva^ DO. About three miles from Balclutha, by the Mataura* 
road. Our plant is the M. viscosa, Car. 

AnthemU arvends^ L. 

Matricaria inodora^ L. 

Senecio sylvaticust L. Cardrona Valley ; near Queenstown. 

Lapsana communis, L, 

Hypochccm radkata, L. 

Helminthia echioides, Gasrtn. 

Thrinda hirta, L. 

Gentians^.. 

Erythraa cmtaurhm, Pers. Oamaru. 

Pox.bmokuoe;e. 

Collomia grandijiora, Daug. Queenstown ; Cardrona, 

Navarretia squarrosa, Hook, and Arn. In profusion by the coach-road 
between Elbow and Kingstown ; between Queenstown and 
Lake Hawea. 

Bobaoinea. 

Myosotis strigulosa, Beich. Otago — D# M, Petrie ! 

SOLANEA. 

Lydwn barbarum^ L. Balclutha ; Inyercargill, etc. 
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80BOPHXJLABINICJE. 

Verhaacum thapsuSf L. 

Miniulm luteusy L. Dunedin ; Invercargill, etc. 

moachatusy Daug. Hills above Water of Leith, Dunedin ; between 
Elbow and Lowther, etc. 

V$ronica arvensts, L. 
ogreBtis, L. 

buxhamiiiy Ten. Near Balclutha. 

Bartda vUcosay L. Otago— 6^. ilJ. Thomson ! 

VERBENAGKiB. 

Verbena offichxalhy L. Balclutha ; Mataura, etc, 

Labiateje. 

Stachys an^ensisy L. 

Marruhium vulgar Cy L. 

Prunella vulgariSy L. Mr. Thomson infonns me that this is the Ajuga reptans 
of his list of naturalized plants. 

POLYOONEJE. 

Rumex viridisy Sibth, 
ohiimfoliuBy L. 

CBENOPODIAOEiB, 

Chenopodium album y L. 

riridey L. 

hotrySy L. Otago — D. Petrie ! 

Atriplex angustifoliay Huds. Cardroiia, etc. 
erectay Sra. Otago — D. Petrie ! 

Hydbocharide^. 

AnacharU canadtmisy Planch, Professor Coughtrey informed me that he 
had seen a fragment of tliis plant floating in water near 
Cromwell, 

iBlDEiS. 

Iris gemianicay L. Bluff Harbour. 

OlUMINR-fi. 

Phalaris canariemisy L. 

AgrostU allay L., /3. stolonifera. 

Aira caryophylleay L. 

Bfiza minor y L. 

CynoBuruB cristatusy L. Palmerston. 

Festuca sciuroidesy Both. Horse Ranges ; Pahnerston, etc. 
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Bromus tterilu^ L. 

raeeinoms^ Pari. Dunedin, etc. 
unioloideSf Humb. 

Loltum UinuUntum^ L. 

Hordium murinum, L. Dunedin ; Invercargill etc. 


Abt. LXII. — Notet on three dried Specimem of Matai (Podocarpus spicata. 

By T. Kibk, F.L.S. 

before the Wellington Philottophical Society ^ ith Augtu*t^ 1877.] 

Thcsk specimens were handed to me for examination by Captain J. 
Campboll-Walker; F.R.G^.S., who received them from A. P. Seymour, 
Esq., M.H.R. 

1. Pelonts Valley. — “Large tree over 4 feet diameter; sap wood i inch. 
Difference between heart and sap clearly marked. Cut down March 20th, 
gathered April 12th. No fruit on it. This timber is very hard, heavy, and 
durable in ground, — the best of its class. I would use it for posts without 
hesitation.” 

This specimen wa.^ taken from a mature pistillate tree and exhibits 
numerous young fruit. The durability of the timber is due to its maturity, 
as evidenced by the largo size and small quantity of sap. 

2. Locality not stated. — “ Wood very pale red ; 3 inches of sap ; line 
between heart and sap not at all distinctly marked ; tree 18 inches 
diameter ; cut April 1st ; fruit on it sparsely scattered. This wood is very 
inferior ; prey to large white grubs ; gathered April 12th, 1877.” 

Taken from a young (pistillate) tree as shown by the comparatively 
small diameter and largo proportion of indotermiuato sap>wood, amounting 
to one-third of the entire diameter, so that the inferiority of the timber is 
easily accounted for. 

Matai timber of all ages is liable to the attacks of larvie, more especially 
when out during the growing season ; young timber to a greater degree 
than old. 

8. Pelorna Valley. — “ Three feet diameter ; out about April 1st ; timber 
red, not very dark ; sap 2J inches thick ; difference between sap and heart 
not well marked. This in my opinion is inferior, I would not use it for 
posts. Gathered April 12tli. No fruit on tree.” 

The specimen was taken from a staminate tree, the timber of which, 
judging from the largo amount of indeterminate sap-wood, was not well 
matured. In respect of durability the timber of this tree would prove 
intermediate between Nos. 1 and 2, but nearer the first. 

b2 
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Of course the opinions here given are based merely upon the foliage 
specimens taken in connection with the facts stated, and therefore might 
possibly be modihed on an examination of the timber. 

As a general rule small matai, say under 2 feet in diameter, must not 
be expected to prove of great durability, except perhaps when grown in 
rocky soils. 

The relative durability of timber produced by different trees of the same 
kind, depends upon two primary causes — age, which gives maturity, and the 
conditions of growth so far as they conduce to lignification or otherwise. 

It is a common idea amongst bushmon, that in matai, as in other New 
Zealand pines which produce the staminate and pistillate infforescence 
upon separate trees, one form alone affords valuable timber, but unhappily 
they never agree as to which form produces the durable timber and which 
the worthless. As a matter of fact there is no evidence to show that either 
form is more valuable than the other, nor at present is there evidence to 
warrant the conclusion that any variety of matai affords more valuable 
timber than another: all the differences to which attention has yet been 
drawn may be shown to arise from the degree of maturity, conditions of 
growth, time of falling, seasoning, or some other cause capable of easy 
determination when the facts of the case are clearly ascertained. 


Art. LXIII. — Xotice of the Discovery 0/ Monoclea forsteri, l{uuk»^ in Xeiv 
Zealand, By T. Kirk, F.L.S, 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society, 2nd February, 1878.] 

In “Flora Novce-Zelandiie ” and “The Handbook of the New Zealand 
Flora,’* a plant of general distribution in this country is doubtfully 
described, in the absence of fruit, as Dnnwrtiera hirsuta^ Nees, the speci- 
mens apparently differing from that plant only in their larger size. 
Fruiting specimens recently obtained near Wellington show that it is the 
long-lost Monoclea forsteri, Hook/^ ( Antkoceros univalvis, G.F. Forst., MS.), 
all our knowledge of which was obtained from Forster’s original specimens, 
and we wore even destitute of exact information as to the locality in which 
it was collected. 

Monoclea is a monotypic genus, and with Calobryim forms a section of 
Hepaiica characterized by the solitary unilocular sporangium destitute of 
a columella, and having the elatera carried away with the spores. 


Musoi Exotioi, n., p. 174. 




'KxBXi.^DeBcnptiom of New Phtnis* 419 

The thick, fleshy, iiTegularly-lobod and imbricated fronds of this 
common plant are so well known to every New Zealand botanist as 
to need no description. Fructification springing from cavities in the sub- 
stance of the frond, tumid on the under surface, and opening by slits on 
the upper surface near the margin. Peduncles 1-8 in each cavity, 
inch long, succulent, white or yellowish, the base of each surrounded by a 
delicate, stipitate, tubular perianth ^^^8’ ^^^h a two-lobed mouth, 

the lobes jagged or rarely lacerate, not extending beyond tlie cavity. 
Peduncle consisting of two separate tubes closely fitting one within the 
other. Capsule oblong-cylindrical, coriaceous, faintly striated, sub-erect 
or inclined, dehiscing longitudinally, at length expanding into an oblong 
flattened valve coarsely striated within. Columella 0. Elaters and spores 
forming a densely matted dark-brown mass ; elaters vermiform, with 
intersecting spiral bands ; spores globose, minutely punctate. 

The capsule is at first erect, but becomes inclined or oven horizontal in 
dehiscence. 

Our plant is frequently found growing in situations where it must be 
submerged for the greater part of the year ; in places of this kind its fronds 
are perfectly flat and less coriaceous than in the usual state. 

The fruiting condition appears to be remarkably local ; my specimens 
were obtained from the head of a gully running into the Kaiwoiawara. 
Mr. Buchanan has collected fruiting specimens at Wainuiomata ; these are 
the only instances of its being found in fruit, since its discovery, most pro- 
bably in the South Island, by Forster more than a century ago. It appears 
to fruit only during the spring months, October and November. 


Ajw. LXIV . — Descriptions of New Plants. By T. Kibk, F.L.S. 

[Read before the Wellington Philoeophieal Society ^ 2nd February ^ 1878.] 
UMB£LLIF£a«. 

Pozoa pallida, 

Glabbous, rhizome stout creeping, with crowded rosulate leaves at the apex 
and giving off scions. Leaves i-} inch in diameter, 8-foliolate, leaflets 
sessile, cuneate or obovate-cuneate, 8-6-Iobed at the tips, coriaceous, 
shining, pale green ; petioles 1-8 inches long, stipules lacerate. Peduncles 
shorter than tlie leaves beaiing a single terminal umbel, or with two or 
more umbels each siiooessively given off from the one next below it; 
umbels with a petioled tripartite or lobed leaf at the base, 4-8-flowered ; 
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flowers on slender pedicels i inch long; involucres of about six limple 
membranous obtuse leaves. Fruit, pale, ^ inch long, carpels not rounded 
at the back. 

South Island : Nelson — Boto Iti ; Amuri ; Lake Ouyon* Canterbury— 
Pukuuui Creek. — Altitude, 2,000^8,000 feet. 

Specimens without locality or collector's name are in the herbarium of 
the Colonial Museum. 

This species has been confused by collectors with P. tr{foUolata^ of 
which Professor Oliver considers it a variety,— an opinion with which I 
cannot agree, its closest affinity being with P. rouyhii and P. hydroeotylouUs. 
It is easily recognized in all stages by its pale green shining foliage, and 
never forms the densely-matted patches so characteristic of P. hydroooty- 
hides, from which it is farther distinguished by its less coriaceous loaves, 
proliferous umbels, and pcdicollate flowers. It is distinguished from P. 
roughii by the ternate leaflets, few flowered umbels, fruit shorter than the 
pedicels, and carpels not rounded at the back. 

A Biiigle specimen in my possession has the peduncles branched with a 
single pedunculate umbel in the fork of each. 

Bubiacejc. 

Coprosma arborea, 

A tree 20-25 feet high ; trunk 8-12 inches in diameter ; wood 
yellow ; branches ascending ; leaves ovate-spathulate, coriaceous, red- 
dish below, gradually narrowed into a winged petiole shorter than the 
blade, veins distinct. Male flowers densely capitate, sessile, axillary or 
terminal ; calyx narrow, deeply 4-6-cleft, minutely ciliated ; corolla bell- 
shaped, 4-5-cleft ; lobes broad, obtuse. Female flowers in 4-5-flowered 
fascicles; calyx 4-5-lobed, lobes obtuse, minutely ciliated; corolla 4-5- 
partite nearly to the base ; lobes ligulate, spreading ; styles slender, short. 
Fruit crowded ; globoso-ovoid, with obscure traces of the calyx limb at the 
apex, white, translucent. 

North Island. — From Mongonui southwards to the head of the Hauraki 
Gulf. Abundant on Waiheke Island. 

In the ** Handbook of the N.Z. Flora '* tbi^ species is confused with C. 
spathulata ^ to which it is closely allied, and from which it is distinguished 

* I append an amended desoripiion of (7. spathulata, A Ctinn. A aparingly-branobed 
shrub 2-6 feet high; branches spreading or straggling; leaves distant, orbionlar. 
spathulata, etnarginaie or oboordate, abruptly narrowed into the winged petiole, blade 
longer or shorter than the petiole, coriaceous, veins obscure. Hale flowers in 2-3- 
flowered fascicles ; calyx 4--6-lobed ; corolla funnel-shaped, 4-6-partits divided for about 
half its length ; lobes narrow. Female— calyx bell-shaped, 4-5-cleft ; corolla 4-5-partite* 
divided for lest than half its length ; segments narrow ; style inch long. Fruit ovoid, 
solitary, shortly pednnded, black, shining, crowned by the limb of the calyx. 
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by its arboreal habit, nomerona asoeuding branches which are puborulons 
at the tips, the blade of the leaf always longer than the petiole, and never 
orbicular or obcordate ; the densely aggregated flowers, never solitary ; the 
bell'Shaped deeply-divided corolla, shorter style, and crowded froit. 

The fruit when ripe is wliite and translucent, but soon becomes dis- 
coloured from decay. In the fruiting state this plant has some resemblance 
to iiynbu auttralis. It is much the largest species of tlie genus. 

CvPEB4CEiiS. 

Schanut vaeillans. 

Culms simple, 9-18 inches long, flaccid, tufted, leafy, compressed; 
Leaves alternate, ascending, 2-8 inches long, broad, linear acute. 

Spikelets 1-4 axillary, on scabrid pedicels i-i inch long, dark brown ; 1-2- 
flowered ; glumes 4-6 narrow lanceolate, keel scabrid ; stamens 8, bristles 
8. Nuts small, whitish, slightly trigonous, not polished ; stigmas 2 or 8. 

North Island. — Deep gullies at the source of the Matai Biver, Mount 
Wynyard. 

This species is closely allied to S. axillaris, Br., but is easily recognized 
by its large size, longer flaccid leaves, clustered lanceolate spikelets and 
narrow glomes. It has not been observed elsewhere. 
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Abt. LXV. — On certain of the Mineral Waters of New Zealand^ 

By W. Skby, Analyst to the Geological Survey Department. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society^ January^ 1878.] 

At the instance of Dr. Hector I take up the subject of this paper, but all I 
think necessary to do at present in this matter is to collate from our 
several museum and laboratory reports statements of all the analytical 
results which I have obtained upon these waters, and to compare them 
with those of the celebrated European waters which ours resemble, stating 
at the same time their therapeutic properties, eitlier as deduced from their 
composition, or such as to my knowledge have actually been discovered 
by direct observation. 

The arrangement of these waters here will necessarily be a geographical 
one, for I find that to present them in anything like a chemical order, that 
is, classified according to their composition, would entail upon me a far 
greater expenditure of labour and time than I can well spare, as several 
compendious tables would in such case have to be re-cast, — in fact, 
completely broken up, owing to their arrangement being geographical, 
dominantly so at least. The task of presenting our mineral waters in 
chemical order I therefore leave for some future time, when the whole or 
tlie greater number of them shall have been analyzed. 

There is this to be said in favour of the geographical arrangement I 
propose, viz., that it will enable anyone to gather at a glance the nature 
of all the waters of any particular district which have been reported on by 
the Geological Survey Department. 

It will be observed that several of the analytical results I shall describe 
are very meagre, but I have decided to cuter all that has been accomplished 
in the Colonial Laboratory upon these mineral waters, as a little informa- 
tion even regarding any water may bo valuable, and suffice for one’s wants 
until opportunities occur for making it fuller. 

The following is a list of the localities whence the mineral waters 
described in this paper were obtained : — 

Lab. No. 

1. Onetapu Desert, Auckland Ifil 

2. Mahurangi, Auckland 

8. Bay of Islands, Auckland 



4S4 


Tramactu^ii^ — Chemiitiy, 


Lftb.Ko. 

4. Paririi Auckland 1404 

0a and 6. Waiwera, Auckland 1822, 1820 

6. Aorangi, Auckland 1660 

7. Bangitaika Biver, Bay of Pleniy 167 

8. White Island 282 

0. Waimangoao, Bay of Plenty 1824 

10. Botorua, Auckland 1859i/if 

11 and 11a. Taupo, Auckland 1406 i/it, 1500 

12. Spiing near lake on west side of Waikato Biver ... 262 

18. Wallingford, Wellington • 56 

14. Pahua, Wellington 1211, 1907 

15. Northern boundary of Wellington ... 1667 

16. Akitio, Wellington 1758 

17. Hanmer Plains, Nelson 500 

18. Lake Sumner, Canterbury 1495 

19. Gibson Station, Southland ... 1668 

1. Aluminous Water, 


The first specimen is from Wangaehu Biver, Onetapu Desert, in the 
Auckland provincial district, and was contributed by Mr. Mair on 18th 
January, 1868. It is persistently turbid, and has a very sour taste. The 
quantity of fixed matters present in one gallon of it are 456 grains, and 
their composition is mainly that of common alum. A large quantity of 
magnesium and ferrous chloride is also present. 

2. Mahuranffi Water. 

From the springs near Mahurangi, Auckland provincial district, three 
samples were collected by Mr, Justice Gillies m January, 1868 : — 

a. Gold spring, contains 74*0 gi*ains of solid matter per gallon. 

b. Hot spring, „ 140*4 „ „ „ „ „ 

c. Hottest spring, ,, 141*6 ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 

The solid residues of a and b when analyzed proved to consist mainly 
of Bodic and magnesium chlorides. None, however, of these samples were 
fully analyzed for want of material. 

Mr. Justice Gillies has stated that tlie coolest of the springs had a 
temperature of 110^ Fahr. at the time he obtained these samples; and 
that he “believed that many of our Auckland residents had derived much 
good from bathing in these springs for the purpose of curing rheumatism.'*^ 

8. Acidulous Water. 

An acidulous mineral water from ilie hot springs at the Bay of Islands, 
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oontributod by Mr. Hugh Carleton on the 8th Juno, 1869, has a weakly 
aoid reaction. It has a strong odour of sulphuretted hydrogen, and is 
slightly turbid from the presence of liberated sulphur. A slight sediment 
had formed in it, which was separated from the portion analyzed. 

The following is the amount and composition of the soluble matters 
contained in one gallon of it : 


Protoxide of iron 



• • 

• e 

2*23 

Lime 



e e 

• e 

.. 5*97 

Magnesia 



• m 

• • 

1*15 

SUica 





. . 3*10 

Sulphuric acid . . 





. . 18*60 

Hydrochloric acid 





. . 66*91 

Sulphuretted hydrogen 





. . traces 

Fixed alkalies . . 





.. 41*66 

Ammonia 





• . traces 

Organic matter . . 

* • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • n 

184*62 


This water is evidently an acidulous one, and is a moderately strong 
chalybeate. I have not heard of its being medically tested, but it certainly 
should possess some therapeutic virtue. 

A deposit formed by these springs has been also examined ; it is a 
chocolate- coloured substance possessed of moderate cohorenco, and is 
spangled throughout with minute crystals of sulphur ; reaction strongly 
acid. 

Approximate Analysis. 

Sulphur .. .. .. .. .. •• 83'87 

Siliceous matter . . . . . . . . . . 16*83 

Soluble salts and acids . . . . . . • . *30 

100*00 


The soluble part when analyzed proved to be composed as follows : — 


Sulphate of alumina 
„ iron 

Sulphate of lime with a little sulphate of magnesia 
Free hydroohlorio acid . • 

„ sulphuric aoid 
Alkaline sulphates and loss 


62*48 

traces 

27*60 

traces 

11*82 

8*66 

100*00 


4. Alkaline Water. 

Wo now arrive at a water of a different kind from any eff the 
preceding. It is an alkaline mineral water, and great interest in it was 

c2 
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taken by the local press at the time of its collection. It is from a spring at 
Hikntaia, Puriri, proTinoial district of Auckland; collected and contributed 
by Mr. Robert Kelly, on whose property it is situated, and was received at 
tlie laboratory on January 6, 1878. Waters of tliis kind are chemically 
distinguished by their more or less caustic taste, which tlioy owe . to the 
large quantity of fixed carbonated alkalies (principally of soda) that they 
contain. 

They are used medically for the cure of gravel, kidney diseases, gout, 
acidity of stomach, etc. 

Tlie value of this water medicinally, as alleged by the Maoris, is no 
doubt due to the large amount of carbonate of soda which it contains, as 
iodine only exists in very small quantity, and I have not succeeded in 
determining the presence of any other substance known to possess (as a 
component of mineral waters) specially medical qualities. 

In the annexed analysis the composition of the fixed matters present in 
one gallon of this water is stated in grains : — 


Sddft . • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

. . 199010 

Potash 

• • 



2-687 

Lime 

• • 

♦ • 

• • 

. , 11-088 

Magnesia 

• • 

• e 

e • 

. . 8 008 

Iron 

• « 

• • 


. . trikoes 

Silicic acid . . 


% • 


2-772 

Sulphuric acid 


• • 


. . 2-908 

Carbonic acid | 




. . 300-438 

rhosphoric acid j 




. . . little 

Chlorine with iodine traces 



13-313 


640119 


These constituents permit of being arranged as follows : — 


Chloride of sodium 



• m 

21-988 

Iodide of magnesium 



« • 

traces 

Sulphate of soda 



• • 

-940 

„ potash 




4-988 

Carbonate of iron 




traces 

Bi‘Carbonate of lime . • 

• • 

• t » 

• • 

28-606 

„ magnesia 

• a 

« • 

* # 

25-025 

„ soda 

• • 

• • 

e • 

452-393 

„ lithia . . 


« • 

• e 

traces 

Silica * . * . 

• • 

• » 

• • 

2-772 

Phosphoric acid . • 

• • 

• a 

not determined 

597*112 
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It should bo stated here that the amount of carbonic acid given in the 
above analysis is merely computed, sufficient of it being taken to make up 
all the substances in union with it to bi-carbonates. Besides the acid 
necessary for this, there is a considerable quantity present in a free state: 
indeed, the water is, I believe, described as effervescing strongly when 
escaping from the spring. 

This water is clear and sparkling, caustic as before observed, and has a 
specific gravity of 1006-46 at 60° Pahr, 

Exposed to tlie atmosphere a crystalline precipitate formed, consisting 
principally of carbonate of lime, the following being its approximate com- 
position : — 

Carbonate of lime •• •« •• •• •• 81*21 

„ magnesia •• .. «• •• .. 18*79 

Iron oxide .. .. .. .. .. .. traces 

100-00 


I append an excellent and very elaborate description which has been 
published of this mineral spring : — 

** About a mile and a-half from Say’s, there may be seen an interesting 
mineral spring, which will well repay a visit. As wo are not aware that it 
has ever been described, wo devoted some time to its examination. On 
approaching the spring from Say's, a white, somewhat elevated patch 
strikes the eye. At a distance of half a mile it is very conspicuous in the 
surrounding fern and swampy laud, and looks not unlike a deposit of guano 
as seen sometimes on tlio coast. Turning aside to inspect, a few yards 
through the fern on the left-hand side of the track, we found ourselves on a 
bard, whitish, oval-shaped mound of calcareous matter, about fifty feet in 
length and thirty-five foot wide, and of generally level sm-faoo. The 
western end of the eUipso slopes gently away to some low, boggy land, 
green witli ranpo, toctoc, and convolvulus. The other end is level with 
the harder and higher ferny surface of a low, flat spur from the neighbour- 
ing ranges, and at this cud is an oval-shaped hole, about six feet by five, 
and throo-aud-a-half feet deep, but contracting regularly downwards like a 
funnel. The bottom is a mere tube of about three inches in diameter, 
down which a stick was thrust to a depth of eight feet from the surface. 
This hole is full of cold, clear, bubbling water, which overflows by a gutter 
about two inches deep and three inches wide, sunk in the hard crust of the 
mound and coursing outwards to its western extremity, where the small rill 
of water loses itself in the swamp below. Bubbles of gas continuously 
ascend in three or four columns from the bottom of the hole, and burst on 
the surface in rapid saccession. The water has the pleasant, brisk, and 



Tran$acttom. — Chmiitry. 


alkaline taste of soda-water, and has evidently built up, by its oontinuous 
depositions of the calcareous matter which it holds in solution, the whole of 
the white-crusted mound which surrounds the pool. 

It may assist the imagination of the reader if he fancy a painter’s 
palette, magnified to a diameter of fifty feet and placed on a low piece of 
New Zealand swamp and fern. The palette will represent the white mound 
formed by the calcareous incrustiition, the thumb-hole, the bubbling spring. 
A wavy line drawn from the thumb-hole to the further extremity of the 
palette is the gutter by which the ovei’flow escapes. 

‘‘The deposit from the water is of two distinct kinds — ^tho principal 
calcareous, and forming the bulk of the surroimding incrustation ; the other 
is soluble in water, has a caustic taste, and is found only during dry 
weather as a recent white efflorescence caused by exposure to the air, or as 
little starry groups of crystals in the water of the gutter (soda ?). The 
w(fter is highly charged with carbonic acid gas — as much as five ounces by 
measure of this gas having been obtained from a soda-water bottle full of 
the water. That both water and carbonic acid gas (otherwise * foul air ^ 
or * choke-damp ’) exist deep in the earth’s crust, is a fact well-known to 
every miner on the Thames. Deeper still than our mines have penetrated, 
what water there is must be under a great pressure, and thus rendered 
capable of absorbing a very large quantity of the gas. When thus super- 
charged with gas, it has the faculty of dissolving carbonate of lime in 
considerable quantity, and if it comes in contact with that substance under- 
ground will rapidly take it into solution. Suppose now the water, charged 
to excess with carbonic acid gas, and thereby holding carbonate of lime in 
solution, to force its way to the surface of the ground : The pressure is 
taken off ; the gas escapes bubhlijig at the spring; and since the lime can no 
longer be held dissolved, it deposits itself wherever the decarbonized water 
runs from its fountain. Such a deposit is formed in Now Zealand around 
many a less fascinating spring than that of Puriri, and we have found at 
such places mossy and other incrustations which rival the similarly grown 
travertine of Europe. Three other little bubbling springs were found in 
the immediate vicinity, all very small, and not one having any zone of 
incrustation. 

Until a proper chemical analysis shall have been made, it is impossible 
to form an opinion of the value of this spring as a medicinal agent. That 
its mineral, gaseous, and other constituents possess some valuable proper- 
ties, I should think there can be little doubt ; and when those are better 
known it is possible that tlie medical men of the Thames and elsewhere 
may be not unwilling to recommend its use to their patients in certain 
diseases for which it may be found beneficial/' 



Skky. — Ort th$ Mineral Waters of Xew Zealand, 


m 


5. The Waiwera Hot Springs. 

These springs, now deservedly in such repute, were sampled for the 
Laboratory here so far back as January 26th, 1B7B, by Mr. Hardy ; and 
this sample (a) was about that time analyzed, tliat is partially so, the 
result being as follows, stated in grains per gallon : — 

Organic matter . . 

Chloride of eodlum 
„ potassium 
Carbonate of lime 
„ magnesia 
Sulphate of lime 
Silica 

12014 


112-32 

1- 40 
•82 
•41 
•73 

2 - 


This water as received was clear, and with a slight alkaline reaction. 

Since this analysis was made quite a large 8ui)ply of this water has been 
presented by His Excellency the Marquis of Normanby, and upon this 
fh) ti full analysis has been made. It is considerably more saline, as will 
be- seen, than the former sample, so much so that it manifests a distinctly 
saline taste w’hen applied to the palate. In otlier respects, however, it 
possesses similar characters. 

The quantity of fixed matter present in a gallon of it is 219’4l)5 grains, 


divisible as follows ; — 

Chloride of sodium 



.. 116-716 

„ potassium 

. . 

. . 

•091 

,, „ lithium 



. . traces 

Iodide of magnoeiura 

. . 


. . traces 

Hulphato of soda 

. . 


■3H3 

Bi'Oarbonate of soda 



87*613 

„ „ lime 

.. 


10*092 

„ „ magnesia 



.. *964 

M n iron 

.. 


•08.3 

Alumina 

.. 


. . traces 

Silica 



2*464 


219*496 

This water is of the same kind as that from Puriri, in the same provin- 
cial district, but is only of about half its strength. It compares most nearly 
with the famous continental waters of Vichy in Franco and Fachingen in 
Nassau, both of which are largely used medicinally. 

I find that Dr. J. Corey has given a testimonial to Mr. R. Groliam, of 
Auckland, in favour of this water, which is to the following effect ; — Having 
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observed during my stay at Waiwera the good effects produced by the use of 
the water, botli by drinking and bathing, I am convinced of its efficacy in 
many disorders, more especially in rheumatism, scrofula, and gout.” 

6 . A sample of Water from Aorangi, 

This water was despatched here by the late Sir Donald McLean, for 
the purpose, I believe, of having an opinion as to whether it is a mineral 
water in the popular sense of the term. The characters of it are — colour, 
pale yellow ; tasteless ; odourless ; weakly saline. 

The following is the composition of the solid matters therein, calculated 


in grains per gallon: — 

Chloride of sodium • . . . . . , . 1-87 

Sulphate of soda • . . . . . . . • , 1*08 

Carbonate of soda . . . . . . , . 1*81 

„ lime .. .. .. .. 1*76 

„ magnesia . . . . . . . . *81 

„ iron,. .. .. .. •84 

Silica . . . . . • . . . . 1*56 

Organic matter . . . . . . . . . . 8*92 


13*75 

The carbonates ai’O calculated as neutral or mono-carbonates, but there 
is a considerable quantity of carbonic acid present in the water beyond 
what is required for this. 

From this it appears that the water can hardly be a mineral one, and if 
it has tlierapeutic qualities at all, they must be of a very feeble kind. Date 
of receipt, December 12, 1874. 

7. Water averred to he of a poisonom nature. 

Taken from a spring near Kangitaiki Bivor, Bay of Plenty, and con- 
tributed by A. P. Seymour, Esq., 14th April, 1868, was found to be slightly 
turbid and of a faintly sour and styptic taste, with the odour of sulphuretted 
hydrogen. The quantity was too small to admit of a complete analysis being 
performed upon it. The total quantity of fixed matters found to be present 
in the water was 8-19 grains per gallon. They chiefly consisted of alkaline 
and earthy silicates. 

The water was especially examined for mineral substances of a poisonous 
nature, and the only one partaking of this quality is the gas instanced — 
sulphuretted hydrogen. Assuming this to bo the substance producing the 
symptoms of poisoning stated, the fact of the water becoming innocuous on 
exposure to the air can be explained by the circumstance that this gas 
would soon remove itself or oxidize to an innocuous compound. 

8* Jcitlic Mineral Water from White Island. 

Was collected by the Survey in 1868 . As received it was colourless and 
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ttanspareiit. A alight sediment had formed which mainly consisted of 
gypsam in crystalline forms. Its specific gravity is 1‘088 at CO^ Fah., and 
the total amount of dissolved matter present to the gallon is 18,638 grains, 
which is made up as follows : — 


Sulphate of iron (proto) 



.. 1060 

„ soda 



.. 658 

„ potash 



276 

„ lime 



236 

„ magnesia 



60 

„ alumina 



80 

Chloride of alumina (sesqui) 



.. 1703 

Silicoons matter 



21 

Hydrochloric acid, free 



.. 9617 


18,638 


This is therefore shown to be a highly saline water, and charged with 
free acid to such an extent as in all probability will render it useless for 
medical purposes. 

A full description of the mode of occurrence of this w^atcr and the 
geological structure of White Island have been given by Dr. Hector.* 

9. Acidulous Mineral Water, 

The water of a small lake — Waimangeao — near Patauki, Mount Edge- 
combe, is conaidored to be of a poisonous nature, owing to the fact that 
birds frequently fall into it when attempting to fly across. 

The sample of it which I had was not sufficient to allow of its complete 
analysis ; it was forwarded by Mr. J, C. Young on tlio Slst of December, 
1878. 

Characters as follows — Clear and tasteless and of a w^eak acid reaction. 
A red deposit hod formed consisting of iron oxides, combined with organic 
matter. The water separated from this deposit yielded 11*084 grains of 
solid matter per gallon, and it contained a large quantity of carbonic acid 
besides to which its acidity is due. These solid matters had the following 


composition approximately : — 

Organic matter .. .. .. 2*956 

Alkaline olilorides with carbonates and traces of sulphates . • 4*928 

Sulphate of lime and magnesia . . . . . . *246 

Silica .. .. .. .. .. 2.954 

Iron oxides . . • • . . . » • . traces 


11*084 


« 
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From this analysis, etc., it appears the water itself is innocuous as a 
beverage, but is heavily charged with a gas which is poisonous when 
inhaled, and which, as it escapes, poisons the air above, hence the effect of 
this air on birds immersed in it. 


10. Mineral JFaters of the Rotorua District, 

A very interesting series of waters has now to be described. They 
were obtained from the famous geysers and hot water springs of Botorua by 
Captain Mair, at the suggestion of His Excellency the Marquis of Normanby, 
and are reported on in the “ Now Zealand Gazette ** of the 8rd May lost. 
These waters are fifteen in number, and, as will bo seen, while they are 
generally characterized by the highly siliceous natiue of their saline matter, 
they divide as to their medicinal qualities into two classes. 

In the following account of the results obtfidned, I copy the temperature 
of the several springs to which tliey refer, as also the physical dei^ciiption of 
these springs, from the notes of Major Mair, wliich were attached to tlie 
schedule forwarded with the water. 

The quantitative results are stated in grains per gallon. 

No. (1) — Is the water from Te Tarata, or the spring which forms the 
great white terrace of Kotomahana. This is a true geyser, having a large 
crater-shaped basin 90 feet in diameter, the lip of which is about 70 feet 
above the level of the lake. 

This basin is emptied by an explosive effort, which throws tlie water to 
a height of 40 feet, emptving the basin, which again fills up rapidly. The 
water trickles over the ledges of the terrace, depositing fresh layers of 
siliceous sinter as it cools in its progress to the lake. The water in the 
basin has a deep azure blue colour, and a temperature of 210® Fah, 

As received at the laboratory, it was faintly turbid, but without any 
deposit, colourless, and having an alkaline reaction. 

Analysis. 


Silicate of soda 
Mono-sUioate of lime 

„ magnesia 

,, iron 

Sulphate of potash 


>1 


soda 


Chloride of potassium . . 

„ sodium 
Phosphate of alumina • • 


Lithia 


68-48 

1*62 

*58 

•51 


7*84 

2*87 

62*61 

traces 


i> 


144*46 

All but soda are mono-silicates, the little excess of silica, 7*66, is included in &e 
soda-silicate. 



Best. — On the Mineral Watm of New Zealand, 


483 


No, (2) — ^Prom Ta-pui Te Koutu, three-quarters of a mile from Ohine- 
muttt, a large pool, 60 to 80 feet deep. The usual temperature of the 
water in this pool is from 90° to 100°, with westerly or soutlierly winds ; 
but if the wind changes to N. or E., the water rises four feet in level, and 
the temperature increases to 180°, with a strong outflow. Thick masses of 
slimy Confervoid plants line the bottom of the pool. As received, the water 
was clear and colourless, witli an alkaline reaction. 


Analysis. 

Silicate o! soda . . . . . . . . . . . . 82*12 

Mono-ailicate of lime * .. .. 162 

„ magnesia . . . . . . . . *40 

„ iron . . . . . . . . . . *67 

Sulphate of soda .. .. .. 7*06 

Chloride of potassium . . . . . . . . , . *97 

„ sodium . . . . . . . . , . 29‘94 

Phosphate of alumina . . . . , . . . . . traces 


72-78 

Excess of silica over what is required to pass these bases as mono- silicates is 5-65. 

No. (3) — From Turi-kore or Whakarewarewa, 2J miles from Ohine- 
mutn. Tlie sample was taken from a waterfall which drains from a largo 
pond 800 yards long, the reservoir of a number of boiling springs that are 
in continual activity. The temperature of this fall is from 90° to 120°, The 
water is of a dirty brown colour, and is in groat repute among the Maoris 
for the cure of all cutaneous diseases. As received, it was clear and 
colourless, with a faintly acid reaction, which cliaugcs to alkaline on boiling 
the water. 


Analysis. 


Silicate of soda 



lC-32 

H lime 



1*C1 

„ magnesia 



1*14 

„ iron 



•89 

Sulphate of soda 



18-47 

Chloride of potassium 



1*24 

„ sodium 



68-61 

Phosphate of alumina 



. . traces 


87*78 

^ 0 . (4) — ^From Kuirua, in the native village of Ohinomutu, on tlio shore 
of Rotorua Lake, whore a strong stream flows from a number of hot springs 
which cover an extent of about 30 acres. This has a temperature of from 
186° to 156°, and is so soft that clothes can be washed iu it without the use 

d2 
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of soap. It deposited a white flooculent sediment in the bottles, leaving the 
water clear, with a faint yellow tint, and an alkaline reaction. 

Analysis. 

liono-silioata of soda 


e • 

a*67 

„ lime 

. • . • . . 

e • 

*S4 

„ magnesia 

* * • a • . 

e e 

•12 

„ iron 


• e 

•81 

Sulphate of soda 

• . . . . . 

e • 

1081 

Chloride of potaBslum 

. . .. . . 

e • 

208 

„ Bodium 


• • 

46*70 

Phosphate of alumina 

. . .. • . 

e e 

traces 

Silica, free 


• • 

18*42 


79*86 


No. (6.) — From Koroteoteo, or the “ Oil Bath,” at Whakarewarewa. — 
This is a strong boiling stream, the recorded temperature being 214° from 
two springs, one of which, surrounded by beautiful sulphur incrustations, 
throws a powerful jet to a height of 20 feet. The water is distinctly alkaline, 
or slightly caustic, which is probably the reason for it being termed an “oil 
bath/* 


Analysis. 


Mono- silicate of soda 




.. 2*08 

„ lime 




. . 8*16 

„ magnesia 




*78 

„ iron * • 

e e 



.. *86 

Sulphate of soda 

• 0 



. . 7*49 

Chloride of potassium 

• e 



.. 1*46 

„ sodium 

• • 



. . 66*34 

„ lithium 

% 0 



. • traces 

Silica, free .. •• 

0 0 



.. 22*40 

Phosphate of alumina . • 

0 0 



.. traces 


104*64 


JVo. (6).— Otukapuarangi, the “pink terrace” of Botomahana. This ter- 
race has been built up round a great circular pool 180 feet in diameter, from 
which there is a strong outflow of clear bright water, having a temperature 
of 204° to 208°, and depositing siliceous sinter of a delicate pink tint in 
large quantities. As received, the water was faintly acid, changing to 
alkaline when boiled. 

Analysis. 


Silicate of lime 1*91 

„ magnesia .. .. •• •• •• 1*16 

Cbloxida of potassium •« •• ** #• «• 1*06 
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Chloride of Bodiom 

• e a a • e 

.. 93*56 

Sulphate of lime 

• e • < e • 

. . 10*96 

,1 soda • • 

V e e • e • 

. . 1*01 

Alumina as phosphate 

e • e e e a 

•54 

Bilioa, free 

e • e • • • 

.. 43*96 

Iron oxides 

• e • e • • 

.. traces 



154*13 

No. (7.) Manupirua, on the S.E. shore of Botoiti, a 

beautifully clear 

pool 20 feet in diameter, having a temperature of 107° to 110°, at the foot of 
a high pumice cliff on tlie shore of the lake. The water is clear, with a 

bluish tinge, harsh to the touch, and deposits sulphur. 

This pool has a 

strong outflow of 40 to 60 gallons per minute, and is reported to have great 

curative properties. 

Mono-silioate of lime * . 

Analysis. 

.. 1*61 

„ magnesia 


.. -77 

,, iron 


•99 

Sulphate of soda . . 


.. n sp 

„ lime .. 


. . 2*43 

Chloride of potassium 


t 47 

„ sodium 


.. 6*25 

Silica, unoombined 


.. 8*58 



82*45 


No, (8.)— From To Kauwhanga, IJ miles from Oliinemutu, a powerful 
sulphur bath, having a temperature of 201®. The water as received was 
clear and colourless, with a distinct acid reaction, and evolving an offensive 
odour; it deposited a brownish sediment on being boiled. This bath is 
reputed to have great curative properties, and is known to tourists as the 
“Pain-killer.” 


AnalyBis. 


Sulphate of potash 




. . 2*96 

„ soda 




. . 34*37 

Chloride of sodium 




. . 69*16 

„ calcium 




.. 8*38 

,, magnesium . . 

« e 


e e 

.. 1*27 

iron . . 

• « 


• • 

.. -26 

Phosphate of alumina 

a • 


• e 

. • traces 

Silica ,, •• 



• • 

, . 16*09 

Hydrochloric acid 



• • 

.. 7*60 

Sulphuretted hydrogen . « 



• • 

• . 2*01 

m*04 
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No. (9). — Cameron's Bath, situated in the same locality as No. 6. It is 
a muddy pool, 20 feet in diameter, having a temperature of 109^ to 116^, 
but kept in a state of ebullition by a powerful escape of gas, which causes 
faintness when inhaled. The pool has no outflow, and the water is a dirty 
chocolate colour. As received, the water had a persistent acid reaction and 
offensive odour ; it had deposited a siliceous sediment in large quantities. 


Sulphate of potash 

Analysis. 


.. *9i 

„ soda . . 



.. 83*47 

„ alumina 


• • 

.. traces 

„ lime • . 


• a 

.. 2X1 

„ magnesia 


• • 

. . 1-14 

n iron . . 



. . 1-20 

Phosphate of alumina 



.. traces 

Sulphuric acid, free 



.. 76-79 

Hydrochloric acid, free 



.. 7-28 

Sulphuretted hydrogen 



•41 

Silica 

• • • • • • 

, * 

. . 7-01 


180-36 


No. (10). — From Perekavi, miles from Ohinemutu. Temperature of 
water 180® to 150®. A boiling pool in a sand-spit near the lake, in which 
the water is discoloured, and has a very offensive smell. As received, it 
was clear and colouiless, with a strong acid reaction ; it had deposited a 
great deal of sediment, which consists of nearly pure silica. 


Sulphate of soda 

Analysis. 


.. 26-76 

„ alumina 



. . traces 

„ lime 



. . 2-45 

„ magnesia 



.. 1-86 

„ iron 



•76 

Chloride of potassium 



•63 

Phosphate of alumina 



. . traces 

Hydrochloric acid, free 



6-88 

Silica 



. . 18-17 




56-00 


No. (11). — From To Kauwhanga mud bath, IJ miles from Ohinemutu. 
A thick, brown, muddy water, covered with an oily slime, and having a 
temperature of 80® to 100®. When received, it had deposited a heavy 
muddy sediment, and had a persistent acid reaction, and an offensive 
odour. 
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Analysis. 


Sulphate of potash 




•77 

„ soda 




. . 23*71 

„ alumina 




. . 1*46 

„ lime 




. . 204 

„ magnesia 




. . 1*62 

„ iron 




. . 1*47 

Phosphate of alumina 




.. traces 

Sulphuric acid, free 




. . 7*60 

Hydrochloric acid, free 




. . 7*66 

Sulphuretted hydrogen . . 




.. 819 

Silica 




. . 13*86 

63*38 


No. (12). — From Ariki-kapakapa, 2 miles from Olunemutn, a small 
pool with a strong outflow, liaviiig a temperature of ICO®. It deposits 
sulphur, and is surrounded hy a great number of other baths and mud 
volcanoes. It is reported to have powerful curative ])ropertios. It was 
colourless as received, with a heavy deposit of silica, and an acid reaction, 


which was permanent at its boiling point. 


Analysis. 


Sulphate of potash 

. . . . . . *88 

„ soda 

12*61 

„ alumina 

.. .. .. *68 

„ lime 

. . 2*21 

„ magnesia 

. . . . . . 1-29 

,, iron 

. . . . . . .1*16 

Phosphate of alumina 

. . . . . . traces 

Sulphuric acid, free 

. . 13*96 

Hydrochloric acid, free 

.. .. .. 2*62 

Silica 

. . . . . . 18*16 


64*94 

No. (18). — Sulphur Bay Spring, on tho edge of Lake Rotorua, formed 

by innumerable Braoll jets forced a}> throui 

gh sand, having a disagreeable 

odour, and a temperature from 90® to 100®. 

This bath is reported to have 


a powerful action on the skin, owing no doubt to the large quantity of 
sulphuric acid it contains. As received, it was colourless, with a slight 
flaky sediment. 

Analysis. 

Sulphate o! potash . . . . . . . . . . *07 

„ soda .. .. .. .. 8*87 

,, lime •• •• •• •• 2*80 

„ magnesia *98 
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Analysis— eoneintitfd. 


Sulphate of alumina 




.. traces 

„ iron 




.. 2*68 

Phosphate of alumina 




.. traces 

Sulphuric acid, free 




.. 18*02 

Hydrochloric acid, free 




*86 

Silica 




.. 10*08 

Sulphuretted hydrogen 




.. 1*01 

44*52 


No, (14). — Prom Ti Kute, the Great Spring,” lOi^ miles from Ohine- 
mutu, a pool three-quarters of an acre in extent, having a temperature 
varying from 100° to 212° in various parts. It boils furiously, and dense 
volumes of steam are continually rising from it. The water is of a muddy 
brown colour, and contains a largo proportion of sulphuretted hydrogen, 
and is reported to bo wonderfully efficacious in cases of rheumatism and 
cutaneous disease. 

Analysis. 


Sulphate of potash . . . . . . . . . . *59 

„ Soda . . • . . . . . . . 12‘66 

„ alumina . . . . . . . . . . 11*22 

„ lime .. .. .. .. .. 1*01 

„ magnesia .. *. .. .. .. *69 

,t iron .. .. .. •• .. 1*75 

Phosphorio acid . , . . . . . . . . traces 

Sulphuric acid, free .. .. .. . . .. *77 

Hydrochloric acid, free . . . . . . , . . . 1*63 

Sulphuretted hydrogen . , • . . . . . . . 5*74 

Silica . . . . . • . . • . . . . • 12*40 


48*44 

No, (15). — From Te Mimi, Okakahi, a waterfall having a temperature 
of 90° to 112°. It drains from the preceding (No. 14), and only differs from 
it in being more dilute, and having a larger proportion of sulphuric acid, 
and less sulphuretted hydrogen. 

Analysis. 


Sulphate of potash 




•IS 

„ soda r. 




. . 4*78 

„ alumina 




. . tracea 

„ lime 




.. 2*04 

„ magnesia 




•93 

„ iron 




.. *28 

Phosphate of alumina 




.. traces 

Sulphuric add, free 




... 12*48 
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knilytin-^contimed, 
liydroohloric acid, frte . . 

Sttlphorettod hydrogen 

Sihoa •• •• •• •• •• 


882 

-.98 

412 


29*61 


I give below in a tabular form the respective quantities of the several 
substances found to be present in a gallon of each of these waters ; — 


No. 

Tempem- 

ture. 

BUioa. 

Iron 

Oxide. 

Alu- 

mlna. 

Lime. 

Miig- 

nosia. 

SocU. 

Pot- 

ash. 

1 

Sul- 

lOmrin 

Acid. 

Chlo- 

rine. 

Sul- 

phur- 

etted 

Hydro- 

gen. 

Total 

Con- 

tentfl. 

1 

Deg. Fab. 
210-214 

89*31 

•30 

•02 

•77 

*21 

67*10 

1*81 

« 

4*42 

39-30 


153-30 

2 

90-180 

20*18 

•30 

•01 

•77 

•12 

32-37 

•61 


8-98 

18*63 

, , 

76*97 

8 

96-120 

13-GH 

•20 

•01 

•77 

•45 


*81 


7*59 

33*18 

« 

96-48 

4 

i»uasc 

200!) 

•10 

•07 

•10 

•07 

30*01 

1*31 


6*81 

•28*72 


86*34 

5 

214 

25*72 

*46 

» 

1-21 

•30 

39*17 

•91 

* 

4*22 

10-90 

, , 

113*28 

6 

201-208 1 

45*60 

« 

•54 

5*54 

•46 

50*01 

•66 


6-33 

57*27 

, , 

i 106*47 

7 

107-110 

10*31 

*40 

•06 

1*11 

•31 

8*33 

•30 


7*91 

4-01 

« 

! 33*04 

8 

201 

10*09 

•14 

* 

1*68 

•02 

46*36 

1*00 

% 

20*72 

46*72 

2*01 

1 136*94 

9 

109-115 

7*01 

*51 

♦ 

•81 

•38 

14*61 

•51 


98*72 

7-08 

I -41 

j 130-07 

10 

130-160 

18*17 

•30 

•04 

l-Ol 

•62 

12-59 

.39 


18*16 

6*21 


1 57-49 

11 

80-100 

13-86 

*70 

•38 

•84 

•54 

10*35 

•42 


25*41 

7*15 

1 3*’l9 

1 63*17 

12 

160 

18*15 

1*49 

•20 

•01 

•4.3 

5*16 

•16 


25*44 

2-53 

i .. 

1 54*77 

18 

100-212 

10*08 

1*27 

« 

1-03 

•31 

3*91 

•04 


26*04 i 

•81 

1*01 

1 44*56 

14 

90-100 

12*.10 

•82 

4-91 

•83 

•23 

5-53 

*32 


19*49 

1*59 

5*71 

1 51*86 

16 

90-112 

4*12 

•10 

•05 

•84 

•31 

2*09 

•07 


17*22 

3*72 

! *98 

1 

1 29*60 


NoTB.->Th6 pboHphoric acid pr«soiit is omittttd from this table, but appears in the detailed 
aooouut of these waters. 

, * Traces, 

None of them in their natural state gave any indication of the presence 
of either iodine or bromine, nor were any such indications observed for 
those waters which, for more rigorous testing, I evaporated to a small bulk. 
The waters I thus treated especially for these elements are Nos. 1-6 and 
10-14, and as they represent all the kinds of waters of tliis series, I tliink 
it may be safely concluded that these substances are cither absent, or, if 
present, are in quantities so small that they will not exercise any appreciable 
effect upon any one using these waters. 

The metal lithium was found in waters Nos. 2, 7, and 9, but only in 
such small quantity as not to be readily detected, except spectroscopically. 

As this is a substance having active medical properties, even when 
administered in small quantities, if continuumly^ it is often an important 
matter that its presence in any mineral water should bo known to those who 
use it, 

A perusal of these analytical results will show that the waters in question 
belong to two distinct classes — the alkaline and acidulous. 
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The alkaline ones differ from those of this class which have been already 
described in being silicated instead of carbonated. They are, in fact, 
eminently siliceous waters comparing with the liot spring water of Iceland ; 
any carbonic acid which may have boon present in the water when situated 
at a great depth, being eliminated therefrom as it reached the surface, in 
consequence of the superior affinity ^of silicic acid for alkaline bases at 
elevated temperature and low pressure. 

This substitution of silicic for carbonic acid will only affect the waters 
for therapeutic purposes whore they depend in part or wholly for tlieir 
desired effect upon the presence of carbonic acid. When the alkaline 
character of the water, however, is alone to be regarded, I do not see why 
these silicated waters of ours should not (when of about the same strength) 
be quite as useful as those alkaline waters of the European spas in ^hich the 
alkalies are combined with carbonic acid, and when neither iodine nor 
lithium are present to any notable extent. The waters of this kind are 
Nos. 1-6. 

The waters of the other class — the acidulous — are also remarkable as 
being those from which carbonic acid has boon wholly eliminated ; but in 
this case a so-called mineral acid, hydrochloric or sulphuric acid, is the 
substituting one in place of silicic acid as in tlie waters of the former class. 
Silicic acid is, however, generally present, but in a free state as a hydrate, 
all tlie silica wliich is entered in the analytical rostilts of these waters being 
of the kind known as soluble silica. The waters of this class are Nos. 
8-15. Certain of these are hepatic, some strongly so, that is, they contain 
sulxffiurettod hydrogen in quantity, and it is only tho waters of this kind 
which it would be safe as yet to look upon as having useful medicinal 
qualities to a remarkable degree. 

These waters are Nos. 8, 6, 11, and 18-15, or tliose of Kauwhanga, 
Cameron’s Bath, To Kauwhanga, Sulphur Bay Spring, Ti kute, and Te 
raimi, Okakalu, respectively. 

These waters should prove efficacious in cases of rheumatism and skin 
diseases. The more palatable ones will of course be those which are the 
least acidic. 

I cannot find that these waters strictly compare with any of those 
afforded by the European spas; the free hydrochloric or sulphuric acid 
present in them clearly separating them therefrom. 

11 . — Taupo Mineral Waters, 

I now have to describe a series of twelve waters from various hot springs 
in the provincial district of Napier, whicli wore presented to this department 
in June, 1878, by Dr. W. I. Spencer. 
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Only two of those interesting waters have as yet been fully analyzed, 
they are Nos. (11) and (12) ; the former, from the llot Springs of Tarawera^ 
contains a considerable quantity of free hydi-ochloric acid, its principal 
constituent being sodio -chloride. 

The other water (No. 12) is from Parkes’ Spring, Taupo, and is the 
most saline water of this series ; it contains, besides, much silica. 


Both waters are rich in iodine. 

Subjoined are the results of those analyses, stated in grains per gallon. 


— 

■" 

Tabawkiia. 

No. 11. 

Paukks' Rpbino, 
No. 12. 

Cblorine, with bromino tracoa 

40-497 

66-076 

loiline 

•711 

1-013 

Suliilmrio acid 

2*1 r>o 

2-166 

Bilica 

2-221 

16-762 

Carbonic acid 

traces 

•36-751 

Alumina 

•021 

. , 

! Iron . . . . . . . . • • . • • . 

10 10 

. , 

j Lime . . 

2 0:m 

1994 

Magnesia * . . • . . 

•19-2 

•61.3 

Votaflh 

3-G81 

5 675 

1 Soda . . . . . . * . • . . . 

40-495 

80-710 

1 liithia . . . . . . . . . . • • 

traces 

traces 

! Vboapborio acid. . .. .. 

•• 

•• 

1 

( 

1 

90-956 

200-739 


* TUo oivrboiilo acid in No. 12 la that which ia in a combined form; there ia, bosidea, a 
quantity of thia acid lu a free state. 


It will bo gathered from those results that the Tarawera water is dis- 
tinctly an alumiuous one, that is, it contains alum in some quantity, and is 
faii'ly rich in iodine. It lias but few representatives in Europe. One of 
these is the Labassoro (Hautoe Pyrenees) which is drunk for bronchial and 
laryngeal catarrh. The strengtli of this water, how’over, is only about one 
third that of ours. 

The other water, that from Parkes’ Spring, Taupo, is of very much tlie 
same character as that from the Waiwera Hot Springs, but is far richer in 
iodine ; it bears a great resemblance to the mineral water of Liihatschowitz, 
in Moravia, which is useful in chronic bronchial catarrh, especially if com- 
bined with scrofulous complaints, and in congested liver and hemorrhoids 
arising from sedentary habits. 

The samples from the other sidings have been examined so far that 
their general character has been asoortainod. The results wdll be found in 
the table given on the next page, computed in grains per gallon. 

It should be stated that all these samples of mineral waters gave 
evidence of the presence of sulphuretted hydrogen, but as they were 
enclosed in corked bottles, the quantity of this gas naturally existing in 
them could not be ascertained, organic matters, such as cork, being able 

e2 
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to generate sulphuretted hydrogen from aqueous solutions of the sulphates 
when in contact with thorn — a circumstance I note here especially for the 
guidance of collectors of mineral waters for analysis. 


No. 

SoltA 
Boluble in 
wator. 
Prlnoi- 
ptiUy 
alkidire 
olilorldos. 

1 Baltg 
solublH in 
ucUIb. 
Pi-inol- 
paUy 
Bulplutto 
of Jluie. 

Silica. 

Total 
of Salta. 

Loaa by 
ignition. 

Pbyaioal obaraotor. 

neaotion. 

1 

6*28 

•74 

7-86 

13-88 

3 17 

pale yellow, clear 

faintly acid. 

2 

1388 

4-31 

9-25 

27*44 

8-08 

colourleas,. clear 


8 

«-86 

1-69 

2-94 

8*48 

1 54 

tt 

19 

4 

188 07 

4*21 

1003 

162*31 

3*09 

n »» 

yellow, tnrbid 

91 

6 

04-72 

103 

18-61 

84*80 

12*97 

99 

6 

8-18 

9-24 

15-76 i 

33-12 

1*52 

colourless, clear 

slightly acid. 

7 

24-12 

3-84 

28-61 i 

66*47 

3*24 

11 tt 


8 

127*02 

9-62 

6 26 1 

143-49 

4-61 

i* a 

neutr^. 

9 

6*10 

308 

12*33 

21*67 

4-65 

pale yellow 

slightly acid. 

10 

8-09 

4-02 

0*10 ! 

13-81 

3 08 

colourless, turbid 

99 

11 

. , 

. . 

2 22 1 

99*96 

, , 

,, clear 

very acid. 

12 

•• 


16-75 1 

200*73 

•• 


faintly acid. 


In the following schedule the localities of these waters arc stated, together 
with certain interesting particulars respecting them which have been fur- 
nished by Dr. Spencer. The general character of each, as deduced from 
the foregoing table, is also given : — 

.Vo. (1). — Otnmuhelca Spring; collected 1st March, 1878; a siliceous 
water, more than half its solid matter being silica ; the remaining portion 
is principally chloride of sodium with a notable quantity of iodides. 

Xo. (2). — From same locality ; collected same time as above, and is also 
a siliceous water, but although it contains a larger proportion of alkaline 
chlorides than this water, it gives but slight indications of iodine. 

No, (3). — From the Otumuheka Stream. Tliis stream has a temperature 
of 78° Fahr., and forms bathing places at Lake Taupo. It is a very similar 
kind of water to No. (1), and, like it, is rich in iodine. 

No. (4). — From the liuahino Hot Springs, on ground belonging to Mr. 
Locke. These springs have a temperature as high as 190° Pahr. They 
are eminently saline, the principal constituent being chloride of sodium, 
and appear by comparative tests to be the richest in iodine of any of this 
series of waters ; collected 1st May, 1878. 

No. (5). — From the baths of Orakeikorako. As received tliis was very 
turbid and high coloured. It did not lose its turbidity when allowed to be 
at rest for a long time. It is highly charged with saline matters, princi- 
pally alkaline chlorides, and it gives a very distinct reaction of iodine. 
The organic matter is high in this water. 

No. (6).— Prom a bath named after Mr. McMurray. Is a siliceous 
water, comparatively poor in chlorides, but rich in iodides. 
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No, (7).— From the alum caves at Orakeikorako, collected 1st May, 1878. 
Differs from any of the preceding waters in containing a large quantity of 
sulphate of lime. It gives evidence of possessing only traces of iodine. 

No, (8). — From the Crow’s Nest, collected 1st May, 1878. Tcmx)erature 
of spring 179° Fahr., similar to No. (4). Quantity of iodine present is very 
minute, but still can be detected in it as unconcentrated. 

No, (9). — From Waipahalii. Forms a pool 60 by 30 yards, tlie native 
name of wliich is Konckeiielco. It has a rocky bottom and forms a fine 
swimming bath. Temperature of water varies from 98° to 120° ; collected 
Ist May, 1878. Tliis is a siliceous irater^ from which iodine appears to be 
absent;, at least this clement could not be detected in it when concentrated 
to one-fifth of its original bulk. 

No, (10). — From a hot spring on the Oranui block — Te Hukohuka. 
Forms a bathing idace 16 by 10 feet. A cold wuitcr creek and hot springs 
issue from its enclosing rocks at side and bottom. This resembles tlie spring 
water of a slate country except tluit it is largely charged with iodine ; col- 
lected 1st May, 1878. 

From the above tables and schedule it will be scon that we have several 
kinds of mineral waters here, both Jiot and cold, w itliin no great distance of 
each otlier, which is a circumstance likely to be of consid(U-able advantage 
to many who may desire to use minei-al waters for their health. 

It is to be observed that wJiilc there is this difference in the constitution 
of their ealino constituents they nearly all contain iodine in sufficient 
amount to impart to them very decided therapeutic properties. This sub- 
stance, it may be stated, has been proved to be very efficacious when exter- 
nally applied in cases of cutaneous eruptions. 

I should state that so far back as July, in 1871, 1 partially analyzed a 
water (contributed by Mr. Murray Gibbs) from Haweraroa, Tarawera 
district, but whether taken from tlie same spring as No. (11) w'as, or from a 
hot spring at all, I have no information. How’cver, it is essentially an 
acidic water like No. (11). As received it was opalescent, of a weak reddish- 
blue colour, and had an odour of sulphuretted hytU'ogen. This opalescence 
is due to the presence of hydrated silica, which in a minutely divided or 
gelatinous form is tran'ofused throughout tlie liquid. 

The free acid present is principally or wholly the hydrochloric. 

11a. Hepatic Mineral Water, 

A water collected by Dr. Hector, from Burton’s Taipo, is strongly 
hepatic. Besides the sulphuretted hydi’ogen which gives it this quality, it 
contains the other characteristic substances — ai’sonic and iodine — both^ 
however, in small quantity. It is slightly acid, but acqukes a strong 
and persistent alkaline reaction when evaporated to a small bulk. 
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In obtaining theso data, 1 unfortunately exhausted my stock of this 
water. 

12. Water from uprimf on west side of Waikato Ritter* 

A water from a hot spring near a lake on the west side of Waikato 
River, Axickland, contributed by Mr. Justice Gillies, 23rd September, 
1868, is clear, of a decided alkaline reaction, contains 47*04 grains of fixed 
matters to the gallon consisting priucix)ally of alkaline chlorides, the 
remainder being chiefly silicate and sulphate of lime with alkaline car- 
bonates. There was not sufficient of this sample to allow of a complete 
analysis of these fixed matters. 

Tlie following is Captain Hutton’s description of this sj^ring — “ It was 
about four miles from Lake Wangape in the Waikato. There were several hot 
springs close togetlier, but this w'as the largest of them being fifteen yards 
long by five yards broad, and it was very deep ; the water was so hot that it 
was imx)ossible to hear the hand in it for more than a second, and on one 
occasion when lie was in company with otliers, having caught a pig for 
dinner, they fastcnied it with flax and threw it into the spring, and on taking 
it out it was perfectly scalded and they had no difficulty in scraping the 
liair off; the temperatui’O of the spring was from IGO^ to 200® Fahr. at the 
very least. The water itself almost tasteless ; ho had drunk it liimsclf. 
He thought it was the carbonate of sodium which gave it an alkaline re- 
action. What its effects would be as a mineral spring he could not say ; but 
it was easy of access ; was very prettily situated, and was not more than 60 
miles from Auckland, and he trusted that some day it would he called into 
use.”* 

18. Wallingford Mineral Water, 

The first water which I have to notice, as coming from the provin- 
cial district of Wellington, is one from Wallingford; contributed 16th 
June, 1860. As only a few ounces of it were at my disposal, I have only 
been able to determine its character and the proportion of the saline 
matter contained therein. It is faintly acid ; has a pure strong saline taste, 
and is somewhat turbid from the i>resence of aluminous substances. The 
total quantity of fixed salts present in a gallon of it is 826 grains. They are 
mainly composed of alkaline and eartliy chlorides. There are present also 
traces of certain bromides and iodides. 

Dr. Grace subsequently handed in a water from about the same locality 
as the above. The two are similar, but the fomer is the richer in iodine. 

14. Mineral Water of Pahna, 

a. This is from a spring on Mrs. Sutherland’s run, and is remarkable 
for the quantity of iodides and the comparative paucity of sulphates therein. 
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The first time tliat this character of the water was elicited was in May, 
1872, when I had a small phial of it presented to mo by Mr. Douglas 
McLean, and in my official report thereon I stated that it gave a good 
reaction of iodine to the proper tests even when unconcentrated, a proof of 
the richness of any water in iodine, and that by chromatic tests it was 
ascertained the quantity of this element present in a gallon of the water 
would not be less than one grain. Further, I urgently requested a 
sufficiency of this water, to allow of a complete analysis being made upon it, 
and this I was promised ; but the difficulties attending the transport of 
bulky parcels from these springs here for several years prevented this 
promise being fulfilled until April IG, 1877, wlicn a large keg of this water 
(h) was delivered hero by Mr. Alex. Sutherland, and T was then enabled to 
make a very full analysis of it, and note with considerable exactitude its 
general properties. It proved to bo a clear and strongly saline water charac- 
teri/.cd by the presence therein of a very largc3 proportion of sodio chloride, 
and an amount of iodine unusual for natural water, a considerable portion of 
which is very singularly in a free state. It manifests very distinct alkaline 
reaction, even at common tempernturos and when luiconeeiiiratcd. Lithia 
appears to ho absent, at least I could not detect it, even spectroscopically, 
in the spirituous extract of the salts contained in half a gallon of tlic water. 

The total quantity of matha* which I liave determined hi one gallon of it 


is 1474*096 grains, the constitution of wl 
Chloride of eodium 
„ potassium 

„ magnesium 

„ calcium .. 

Iodide of magnesium . . 

Bromide of magnesium 
Bulphato of lime 
Phosphate of alumina ) 

„ iron ) 

„ lime 

Bi-oarbonate of lime . . 

Silica 

Iodine, free . . 


out as follows : 
. 130a'S29 

•601 
.Sl'lJOO 
. 120*885 

•682 
. traces 
8 026 
•641 


1474-096 


Total quantity of iodine to the gallon (free and combined) 2* 127 grains. 

This water appears to be therefore a strongly chlorinated one, unusually 
rich in iodine, and, as before stated, is remarkable, and I might almost say 
unique, in having a poi-tion of the iodine in a free state. The last circum- 
stance has induced me to request a further sample of tlie water, to he taken 
under especial precautions to avoid the introduction of anything into it 
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which would liberate this element. I may state hero that I have not yet 
heard of the existence of free (native) iodine being authoritatively announced. 

This water comes under the sub-class alkaline chlorinated water, and 
therefore resembles tlioso of Wiesbaden, Krcuznacli, and Aix-la-chapelle 
of the continental waters, and those of Cheltenham, Harrowgato, and 
Leamington of the English ones. It is, however, remarkable for its 
generally superior strength over the English water of this class, and there- 
fore should manifest medical effects in a corresponding proportion when 
properly tested. 

15. Mineral Water from northern homulary of Wellington, 

Another water of the same class as the above, but one considerably less 
iodized, is that fi*om a mineral spring ocenmng about the W^ellington 
boundary of the run of Mr. Douglas McLean. Its characters are as 
follows : — Somewhat turbid, has a decidedly saline taste, and is feebly 
alkaline to test paper. Its inincipal constituent is chloride of sodium ; it 
differs from sca-water, however, in containing a notable quantity of car- 
bonate of soda ; also in giving a very distinct reaction of iodine to the 
proper tests for this subsiance, even when those are applied to the water as 
uncon centratod, Tlie following results of its analysis are expressed in 


grains per gallon : — 

Soda 





219*810 

Potash 





2'83.3 

liime 





2*219 

Magnesia 





7*158 

Lithia 





traces 

Iron oxides . . 





1*181 

Silica 





6*418 

Chlorine 





240362 

Sulphuric acid 


• • 



•716 

Carbonic acid 





18*444 

Iodine and bromine 


•• 



traces 






498*940 


These results allow of being expressed in the following manner 


Chloride of sodium 




. . .S92*694 

Chloride of potassium . . 



. . 

4*448 

Iodides and bromides 



. . 

not estimated 

Sulphate of soda 




1*269 

Carbonate of soda 




18*604 

,, xnagnesia 




16*081 

„ lime 




3*961 

,, iron 




2*886 

Silica . . . • 




6*418 

444*711 
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This water, it will be observed, contains a notable quantity of carbonate 
of iron, a fact which confers upon it the additional character of a chalybeate, 
and therefore that of a tonic. 

16. Akitio Acidulous Mineral Water. 

This is the last water of the Wellington series 1 have to describe. The 
sample as received from Mr. Douglas McLean was very turbid, quite taste- 
less, and colourless when clarified. It is largely charged with free carbonic 
acid, and gives no reaction of iodine with tlio starch test when its salts are 
greatly con ceri tra ted . 

The following are the results obtained by its analysis computed in grains 
per gallon : — 


Silica . . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 4*15 

Iron and alumina 




•93 

Lime . . 




. . 13*14 

Magnesia 




. . 2*32 

Soda with a little poia»h * 




. . 4-G8 

Chlorino 




. . 1-84 

Sulplmrio acid . . 




.. 1*02 

Carbonic acid, combined . . 




. . 9-, 07 

37 05 


Tills water is therefore eminently a carbonated one containing lime as 
the principal basic substance of its salts. 

It is decidedly chalyhcatic and is very much of the same character as 
the w%‘iter of Pyrmont (Waldeck) and liecoaro (Venetia). 

17. XelsoN, 

Tlie Hot Springs, llamnor Plains, Nelson, were sampled by Mr. W. T. L. 
Travers for tliO Laboratory, 5tli April, 1809. The water is transparent, 
colourless, and tasteless, but decidedly alkaline to test paper even in its 
normal state. A flocculent pj-ecipitaie had settled, principally silica, 
which amounted to 2*11 grains per gallon. The total of fixed matters 
present was 80*4 grains per gallon. Of this 2*88 grains were silica, the 
remainder being principally alkaline chlorides and carbonates, 

18. Canierhury, 

Tho water of certain thermal sinungs at tlm head of Lake Sumner, 
provincial district of Canterbury, lias been partially examined, and with 
tho following results ; — Reaction faintly acid, colourless, and nearly trans- 
parent ; total quantity of fixed matter present to the gallon 18*516 grains, 
which principally consist of alkaline chlorides. Contributor — Dr. Haast ; 
date of receipt, 8th October, 1873. 

* Not sufficient water to allow of its determination. 




448 Tramaciiom, — Chemhtn/^ 

This watei% therefore, appears of such a character that we can hardly 
expect it to have any marked therapeutic qualities. Though from a thermal 
spring I question the propriety of dosignating it as a mineral water, that is, 
in any 8j>ccial sense of the term. 

19. SouMand, 

A water from Mr. Edmund Gibson's home station, Southland provincial 
district, was collected in January, 1875, by Mr. Charles Traill, who states 
that it is deemed a si>ecifio for diarrhoMi. It is feebly but distinctly 
alkaline, is quite clear, and tasteless. Submitted to a partial analysis, it 
afforded me a quantity^ of fixed salts, equal to 18*510 grains to the 
gallon, and 7*5 grains of volatile substances (organic matter principally), 
the rest being ammoniacal salts. There was not sufficient saline matter 
afforded mo to allow of their nature being exactly ascertained, but I 
observed a considerable quantity of ferric salts present in it ; the bulk of 
those matters were, however, alkaline chlorides and carbonates. It will 
bo observed that the organic matter is very high in amount, and it is to 
some t^iringent principle of this that I am inclined to attributo its potency 
as a specific for the ailment above-mentioned. 

The comparisons with European waters given in tliis paper are founded 
on the information afforded in Mr. P. Squire's Companion to the British 
Phannacopceia. 


Art. lx VI. — Ijif of an Hxamination of certain of our Manganese 

^ Ores for Cobalt, 

By William Skey, Analyst to tJie Geological Survey Department. 

[Head before the Wellington Philosophical Societijy VMh January ^ 187B.] 

In June last I had to estimate tlie proportion in which cohalt existed in a 
variety of manganese ore from New Caledonia, known as asbolite. This 
one, though idiysically differing in no.respect from several of our manganeso 
ores, affoi*ded me no less than 7*2 per cent of cobalt, a proportion w'hich 
gives the mineral a considerable market value, cobalt being a comparatively 
rare metal, and one which is now in much request. 

In consideration of this, therefore, I deemed it highly necessary that an 
especial examination should bo made for small quantities of tliis metal in 
those of our manganeso ores which compare most closely with this from New 
Caledonia, for it appeared to me as not at all improbable that a little cobalt 
might have escaped detection by analytical processes, the purpose of which 
had been merely to determine the fundamental choiucter of the ore, and in 
such a case an opporiunity might have been lost for guiding mining opera- 
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tions to the working of any payable cobaltic vein which such feebly 
cobaltio ore may indicate. I accordingly tested a number of our ores most 
likely for cobalt very rigorously, but I am sorry to have to inform you that 
the results obtained were in every case entirely negative. I do not mean to 
be understood by this as affirming the non-existence of cobalt in all these 
cases, but only that I could not find it by any ordinary course of analysis, 
and in consequence if it is present it can only be so in quantity so minute 
as to be of no indicatory value when found. 

But although such is the character of my results I make no apology for 
bringing them under your notice, as I am under the impression that you 
will think it a serviceable act to make public in this way the fact that certain 
of our ores — greatly resembling the cobaltio ore, asbolite — are not cobaltic, 
and do not indicate the existence of such an ore in tlie neighbourhood they 
are in. 

Those I have tested are from Wellington, Nelson, Marlborough, and 
Auckland. 

All these are essentially hydrous oxides of manganese with varying pro- 
portions of iron oxide. 

It will be very interesting for us to know the matrix of the New Cale- 
donian ore and the geological character of tlie formation in which it occurs. 
I observe that the ore contains a little cliromato of iron (crystalline), a fact 
which would seem to indicate that it occurs in some serpentine rock. 


Art. LXVn. — On the Solubility of Calcic Carbonate in Solutions of the 
Alkaline Chlorides, By W. Skey, Analyst to the Geological Survey 
Department. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society^ 12th January ^ 1878 .] 

A SHORT time ago^ I had, in the course of my professional duties, to ascer- 
tain the reason why a rapid formation of sediment occurred within a 
locomotive boiler at Oamaru, the supply for whicli had been a hard water, 
upon which Clarke’s softening process was applied before use. 

This rapid formation of sediment is a very serious matter, and it was 
suggested to me that the process in question had not been properly worked 
in this case. A careful examination, however, of the lime-water used to 
soften the water, of the sediment, and of the water in its normal state, 
clearly showed me that no charge of this nature could be sustained. 

ra 
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The water proved to be not only a hard water in the sense of being very 
oaloaroous, but highly chlorinated too, — that is, one containing an alkaline 
chloride in quantity, and this fact viewed in conjunction with that of the 
imperfect operation of Clarke's process upon it led me to suspect that 
these chlorides can exercise a very decided solvent effect upon mono- 
carbonate of lime. That tliey have this effect was clearly shown by an 
investigation 1 carried out, and the result of which I now beg to lay before 
you as follows. First let me give an analysis of the hard water ; — 


Chloride of sodium . . . . . . . . . . 20*17 

Sulphate of soda . . . . . . . . . . 1*67 

„ magnesia . . . . . . . . . . 4*80 

Bi-oarbonate of magnesia . . . . . . . . . . 4*01 

„ lime . . . . . • . . , . 10*82 

Silica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3*66 


44*62 

On behalf of any here who may have forgotten the mode in which 
Clarke’s softening process effects what is desired of it, I will shortly describe 
it, as it is necessary to remember it in order that tlie hearing of the 
several statements to be made here may bo fully apprehended. 

This process then consists in applying lime-water to the water to be 
softened, by which all the lime existing therein in the form of bi-corbonate 
is brought into that of the mono-carbonate, and this compound being far 
less soluble in water than the original one, is in greater part precipitated. 

The full meaning of the effects I proceed to state will now be readily 
gathered. 

1, — A saturated aqueous solution of sodio chloride was mixed in equal 
volume with a strong solution of bi-carbonate of lime, and Clarke’s soften- 
ing fluid was added thereto in varying quantities until quite in excess. The 
liquid remained quite clear, and no precipitate formed in twenty-four hours. 

2. — The same effects followed when either potassio or calcic chloride, 
potassio nitrate or sodic carbonate were substituted for the sodio chloride 
in experiment No. 1. 

8. — The Oamaru hard water was mixed with sodic chloride at the rate 
of one pound to the gallon ; the filtered solution when treated with lime- 
water in small or largo quantity remained quite clear. 

4. — The same water was charged with a slight excess of lime-water 
alone (sodio chloride being this time omitted) when an abundant preci- 
pitate formed. This precipitate, when analyzed and the results computed 
in grains per gallon upon the water taken, gave as follows : — 

OarbouaU of lime .. .. .. .. .. 21*76 

Carbonate of magnesia . , . • . • . . . . *81 


22*56 
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6. — ^^Solid carbonate of lime (as limestone) having been placed in contact 
for twenty- four hours with a cold aqueous solution of an alkaline chloride 
was found to bo dissolved to a far greater extent than it would have been 
by the same volume of pure* water, and further, the saline solution of lime 
thus made rapidly deposited a very considerable portion of this eai*th when 
heated to about 18(P Fahr. Carbonate of soda was found to have tlie same 
effect upon limestone as sodic chloride. 

The results of the first two experiments clearly show the solvent effects 
of strong solutions of several saline substances upon bi-carbonate of lime as 
newly made. The results of experiments Nos. 8 and 4 show that a naturally 
hard water when charged to only a comparatively |j|aall extent with sodic 
chloride refuses to part with any of its lime when treated with darkens 
process ; they show further a certain extent to which this retention of lime 
may occur, a matter which will be fully considered shortly. 

The results of the last experiment are confirmatory of much which has 
been stated before, by demonstrating the fact that cold aqueous solutions of 
an alkaline chloride or carbonate can dissolve the solid carbonate of lime, and 
that high temperatures are inimical to the retention of the dissolved earth 
by such solutions. "Where necessary the solutions were boiled prior to use 
in order to expel any carbonic acid present. 

I should state here that the common test for lime — oxalate of ammonia — 
could not be successfully used in examining for lime in experiment No. 5, 
as oxalate of lime is also very sensibly soluble in salts generally ; this 
manifested itself to mo very early in tliese experiments, by tlie fact tlmt 
water containing a trace of sodic carbonate but otherwise pure, after being 
boiled with limestone and treated with this oxalate, afforded no reaction 
of lime, although this body was proved to be present in quantity sufficient 
to afford a good indication with the oxalate wore the soda absent. This 
salt is, indeed, very similar to the bi-carbonato in respect to solubility 
in saline solutions. 

Of all the salts tested for a solvent property of this kind the fixed alkaline 
carbonates appear to possess it to the largest extent. 

The greater solvency of calcic carbonate in cold solutions of certain salts 
is an interesting fact and one about which the following particulars should 
be given. The finely powdered calcic carbonate was digested with a solution 
of the salt (first previously boiled for twenty-four hours) at a common tem- 
perature in a vessel closed from the air. The solution rapidly filtered off, 
affording a very perceptible precipitate when treated with oxalate of ammonia, 
and a still greater precipitate when slightly warmed. Another portion of 
the calcic carbonate was digested for the same time in hot solution of the 
alkaline carbonate, but the liquor gave no precipitate with oxalate of 
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ammonia, showing very clearly that these saline solutions are more powerful 
solvents in this respect when used cold. 

The exact quantity of calcic carbonate which a solution of any one of 
these salts of a certain strength can dissolve has not yet been ascertained, 
but the results of experiment No. 8 show a certain minimum capacity of 
sodic chloride in this respect. Thus it appeared by it that the highly 
calcareous Oamaru water, when charged with sodic chloride at the rate of 
one pound per gallon, does not afford any calcareous precipitate when sub- 
mitted to Clarke’s process. Now tlie total quantity of calcareous precipitate 
afforded me by this process as applied to the water in its normal state was 
no less tlian 21*75 grains to the gallon. Clearly then this quantity of 
calcareous matter (callft carbonate) is retained by this water in a soluble 
form, showing a cerfain mmimvm capacity of the sodic chloride in this 
respect, a computation which may, however, be found to fall far short of 
that which represents its actual capacity when this shall be properly tested. 

In conclusion, I would submit to you that these results show : — 

Ist. That Clarke’s softening i)rocG88 cannot bo advantageously applied 
to hard water containing alkaline salts in quantity unusually large for such 
waters. 

2nd. That sea- water, containing as it does a very large quantity of these 
salts, has a considerable solvent power upon every limestone formation with 
which it is in contact; a fact which should, I conceive, be taken into account 
by geologists in connection with the erosion of these rocks by sea- water. 

Brd. That tlie actual quantity of calcic carbonate present in one gallon 
of average sea-water may be considerably more than that which is now 
customarily assigned to it — viz., three grains to the gallon, as this quantity 
is merely got by a computation in wbich the solvency of the compound in 
pure water is taken as a guide ; it is obvious, however, that an addition 
should be made to this, so that the quantity dissolved by the salts of 
this water' may be included in the estimate. 


Akt. lx VIII . — On tJie Deyree of SolubilUy of certain Earthy ^Carbonates in 
pure Water, By W. Skey, Analyst to the Geological Survey Depart- 
ment. 

IJlead before the Wdlinyton Philosophical Society y IWi January y 1878.] 

The degree to which certain earthy carbonates are held to bo soluble in 
pure water by those chemists who have studied this matter, is so variously 
and so divergently stated by them that, practically, we cannot rightly 
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consider this question to be settled, at any rate not authoritatively so ; thus 
the degree of solubility of calcic carbonate in pure water, as assigned by 
Fresenius, is one part in 10,601 parts of water, and by Bloxliam, one part in 
85,000 parts, while one in about 28,000 ports is generally taken as the 
datum wherewith to compute the quantity of this compound present in sea- 
water, or about three grains per gallon. 

Now these statements are, as you perceive, of a very conflicting 
character, and upon coupling the knowledge of this fact with that of the 
very decided solvent effects of many alkalino salts upon calcic carbonate (os 
shown in my last paper to this Society,* I became impressed with an 
idea that in the case of the earthy carbonates generally those results 
upon which the higher ratios of solubility were based had been vitiated by 
the action of one or more of such salts in the test liquid used, a certain 
quantity of the carbonate tested being dissolved thereby, which, added 
to that capable of being dissolved by pure water, raised the quantity 
dissolved to one proportionately greater than that proper to assign to such 
carbonates. 

Under this impression I investigated the matter for myself, and whether 
my hypothesis be right or not, it was soon ascertained beyond doubt that 
these higher ratios are wholly erroneous, and not only this, but that oven 
in most cases the lower ones are greatly over- stated. 

The actual results of this investigation, together with the method used 
therein, I will now proceed to state as succinctly as possible. 

First, then, as to the method : — 

1 make up a solution of the earth, the carbonate of which is to he tested, 
to a certain strength, as a chloride, also a very weak solution of car- 
bonate of soda or of litbia. Both solutions are boiled for a long time to 
expel any free carbonic acid present, and afterwards allowed to cool to a 
common temperature. The solution of earthy chloride I then dilute with 
freshly distilled water applied successively in small and measured quantities, 
until the last portion sampled therefrom when mixed with tlie carbonate 
manifests but tlie faintest cloudy appearance (indicating a precipitate of 
carbonate) when viewed in a lai'ge bulk and after the lapse of a considerable 
time. 

Now it is obvious that so long as the slightest cloud is formed under 
these circumstances, the whole of the earthy carbonate which is produced 
by the interaction of the salts used is not dissolved, a minute quantity being 
thrown out of solution, and so by computing the quantity of earthy 
carbonate present in a certain volume of the liquid wo have an approximate 
estimate of the solubility in water of the eartliy carbonate wdtli which we 


• Vide Axi.hXy/il? 
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are operatmg---an estimate which, though still overstating the degree of this 
solubility, does so to such an insignificant extent that the excess need not 
be taken into account for practical purposes. 

I should state that in testing the solubility of calcic carbonate I use lithic 
carbonate for the precipitant, as the salts of lithia have far less solvent 
power over the calcic carbonate than those of soda have ; with strontia 
carbonate the reverse seems to hold. 

Operating in this manner I got results which assign the ratios by weight 
of tlie solubility of the earthy carbonates in water as follows : — 

Calcic carbonate . . . . . . . . 1 part in 75,000 parts. 

Strontia carbonate . . . . . . 1 „ 800,000 „ 

Baryta carbonate . . . . . . . . 1 „ 18,000 „ 

Calcic carbonate therefore appears to bo soluble in water at a little under 
the rate of one grain per gallon instead of two, the lowest estimate hereto- 
fore assigned to it. The correctness of the rate of solubility of the strontia 
carbonate as given by Bineau is thus confirmed, while that of the baryta 
compound appears to be under one-fourth of that popularily assigned to it. 


Abt, LXIX. — On the Presence of Nickel in the Auckland District. 

By J. A. Pond. 

I Head before the Auckland Institute, 2S7'd July, 1877.] 

In bringing this subject before the Institute, I have not done so with the 
intention of chronicling any valuable discovery, but simply to bring before 
the members the fact that we have the metal nickel existing in several parts 
of the province ; nor can I lay claim to being the first to note the presence 
of this motal in Now Zealand, as I find in the annual report on the Colonial 
Museum and Laboratory for 1870, Mr. Skey mentions its presence in troilite 
obtained in the geological survey of tho Parenga River and Pox Glacier, 
Westland, by Mr. S. 11. Cox. 

My first acquaintance with the nickel of this province was on receipt of 
some stone from Mahurangi, about two years since, said to contain silver. 
This, however, was not present, but on further examination I found that 
the stone contained either nickel or cobalt, but the small amount at my 
disposal prevented my deciding in reference to these two metals. On receipt 
of a larger portion I succeeded in isolating nickel, but finding it in too small 
a quantity for commercial value, I did not pursue the matter further. A 
few months since I obtained some more stone of a similar character from 
tho Kaipara, and found this tolbe a serpentine which also yielded nickel. 
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now made a careful research in all specimens to hand in which there were 
indications of tliis metal, and having made a quantitative examination, I 
herewith append it. The amount obtained is small, in no instance realizing 
one per cent., but the consciousness of its presence in the district will 
perhaps induce some of the settlers to more carefully note the mineral lodes 
in their neighbourhood, probably with the result of the discovery of larger 
quantities of the metal in question. The following are the localities where 
found, and the percentage in which it is present. 

1. Loose stones obtained at Mahurangi, apparently of serpentine rock, 
and composed of silicate of magnesia, in which nickel is present in small 
and variable amounts. 

2. Portions of a large rock-mass of serpentine outcropping in the 
direction of the Hotea from Mahurangi ; in this 1 have found the largest 
amount of nickel, it being present to the extent of *49 per cent. 

8. Serpentine obtained from a small stream near the North Manukau, 
Head in which nickel realized *47 per cent. 

4. Calcite from Matakohe, stained in a peculiar manner with the 
hydrated silicate of nickel ; tlie stone attaclied to the calcite is of the char- 
acter mentioned in No. 1. 

6. Hard greenstone from Papakura Valley, giving a trace of copper and 
nickel to the extent of *26 per cent. 

0. Green unctuous clay from VVaipu of a very peculiar character. In 
this I anticipated a larger proportion of nickel, but was disappointed, it 
being present only to the amount of *11 per cent. The colour of tliis clay 
is duo, as in most of the other instances named, to protoxide of iron. 

7. Foliated serpentine from Coromandel, in which there is a trace of 
nickel present. 

The probability of this metal existing in larger quantities is, I think, 
very great, as but little time or attention has been devoted to the work of 
prospecting for other than the precious metals, and it is only through a 
careful examination of all minerals found that wo can hope to have any 
success in the research. Respecting the probabilities of nickel being 
found in payable amounts, I would note that the deposits in New Caledonia 
of a siheate of this metal which have lately come into such notoriety are 
found in crevices in the serpentine rocks, and, as I have already remarked, 
my two largest results hav^ been from serpentine ; nor is it peculiar to this 
part of the world that it should bo so situated, as Dana mentions several 
instances in which nickel is found in this rock. The ciTorts of a thorough 
research in the district between Mahvu-angi and Wliangarei, through to the 
West Coast, may be well repaid should a body of stone containing a low 
percentage even be found, as in America ore containing only three per 
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cent, of nickel is mined with profit ; while at Frioberg, in Saxony, even a 
much lower percentage is thought well worth the expense of recovery. 

I cannot allow this short note to close without a few words upon a metal 
frequently accompanying nickel : I allude to cobalt. In the instances 
which I have already mentioned I did not find a trace of this metal, though 
I have succeeded in discovering it in this district in four distinH places in 
the shape of asbolito, the highest percentage yet found being 2‘42 per cent., 
and this entirely free from nickel. I hope in the coming summer to still 
further investigate these deposits and bring the matter again before the 
Institute. With respect to the successful manipulation and refining of 
these minerals for commercial purposes in New Zealand, I am afraid very 
little can be done until we have sulphuric acid manufactured in the colony, 
as the importation of this article entirely excludes all chances of successful 
competition with the home refiners, and in consequence ores which might 
be utilized with profit must lie idly by awaiting the time when, from the 
cheap production of acid and its concomitant products, there may bo a 
possibility of extending our manufactures and utilizing some of the raw 
material which the colony possesses. 


Art. LXX. — on a Deposit in the Shaft of the Pumpinff Association, 

By G. Black. 

[Head before the Auckland Jmiitute, 20th August^ 1877.1 
I EXHIBIT samples of the lime deposit which lately formed in the pumps 
and upon the timbers of the United Pumping Association shaft ; the slab 
was broken off one of the timber frames ia the shaft at a depth of 540 feet 
from the surface. I will briefly give a few details of its mode of occurrence. 

This incrustation was first observed when the shaft was about 580 feet 
deep ; in sinking at that depUi a large body of quartz had been cut through, 
and when the strata upon which the quartz was lying was cut into, a great 
change took place ; the water formerly was acidulous, it now become 
alkaline, and it was higlily charged with carbonate of lime, which it held in 
solution and precipitated as it came in contact with the carbonic acid gas in 
the shaft. This depo.sit formed remarkably tast, and did not csontinue 
regular, some weeks it would form more in thickness than it did in others. 
The average thickness it formed on the buckets of the pumps was about a 
quarter of an inch in a week ; it would coat a pick handle or drill in twelve 
hours, and this was a great source of annoyance to the men working in 
the bottom of the shaft, as the pick and hammer handles got coated with 
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the deposit and cut their hands, the skin being worn through, as they 
wore actually working with tools encased in stone. At this time it also 
formed in the lines of the skin on the men*s hands and arms, and took a 
great deal of cleaning and rubbing to get rid of. 

It speedily began to act upon the working of the pumps, and castings 
had to be got specially constructed to disconnect the pump bucket from the 
rods below, as it would not come up the column, and as time went on the 
column had to bo chipped the whole length inside to keep the water space 
clear ; this was done by slinging live or six men at a time on to a rope and 
lowering them down into the column, which they chipped with chisel- 
pointed hammers. This operation would take about three days, but it wa 
not all performed at the same time, one part of the column would be done 
when we had to change a bucket, and another part was done at next 
changing of bucket, and so on, and by this means the lift was kept clear. 

The twenty-five inch lift was cleared its entire length by this means 
tlxree different times, and the working barrel at the ends of the stroke had 
to bo chipped fortnightly. 

The deposit was very irregular while forming, with regard to hardness. 
Sometimes it would form hard, sometimes soft ; when it did form soft there 
was always more of it ; sometimes it would form three-eighths of an inch 
ill a week ; when so, for two or three hours after the bucket came to the 
surface the incrustation was quite soft, but it Iiardened very soon on 
exposure to the atmosphere. 

There is a peculiarity in the deposit, viz., — it always forms in layers, 
and those layers change colour without any apparent cause — one layer 
may be white, the next one red, and it would keep changing in shade from 
pure white to a dark brown. 

Where the water was hottest the deposit was most, and in some parts of 
the workings, on the thermometer being held in the stream as it issues 
from the rock, it will rise to 108*^ Fahr. ; 100° is quite usual. 

Since the crosscuts have been driven oii both sides of the shaft the 
deposit has ceased forming in the pumps, and it now forms on the sides of 
the drives. The drives north and south for a distance of 800 feet on both 
sides of the shaft being now all coated with it, it also forms in tlio shoots in 
which the water is conveyed after it leaves the pumps on the surface. This 
deposit is not like what is formed below, being quite soft and having more 
of an earthy appearance. 

There is an old shoot on the surface not now in use, along whicli a small 
quantity of water has been running ; this shoot is about eight inches square 
inside and it has completely filled up with deposit during the last two 
months. 


o2 



458 


Tranmctiirm. — Chpwhinj, 


As may bo readily imagined it was a great souroe of trouble and expense 
to keep the pumps at work wbUo the incrustation was forming inside them, 
and now tliat it has ceased forming tliere, 1 hope wo shall never have a 
repetition of it* I have sent tills slab thinking it may find a place in the 
Museum. 

Notb. — Specimens of this iiicniatation were sent to the Colonial Laboratory 
in 1876, and reported on as follows : — 

** No. 1763 is an incrustation taken from the cylinder of that large pump 
used at the Thames diggings for draining the lower levels of certain claims 
there adjotniiig the beach. It appeared to have incrusted a portion of this 
cylinder evenly over to a thickness of about one-quarter of on inch, and is 
very hard, also impervious to water, and presents to the naked eye an amor- 
phous appearance, except on its inner side, this being, on the other hand, 
manifestly semi- crystalline ; and besides is interspersed, though somewhat 
rarely, with crystals of iron pyrites. The pyrites is in all probability how- 
ever, merely a mechanical deposit. 

“ The annexed results of an analysis made of a portion of this in- 
crustation show it to bo essentially carbonate of lime. As it has certainly 
been deposited in this form from some solution of it, and as the solvent for 
it in this case has most probably been water charged under a considerable 
pressure witli carbonic acid it would apiiear that tliis incrustation has been 
induced by the escape of carbonic acid, caused by reducing the pressure and 
therefore the capacity of the water for carbonic acid by tlie action of the 
pump, resulting of course-in a lowering of its solvent power for carbonate of 


lime : — 

Analysis. 

** Carbonate of lime . . . . . . . . . . . 85 94 

Carbouate of magnesia . . . . . . . . . . *84 

Iron oiddes, with alumina . . . . . . . . 6*69 

Siliceous matters, insoluble in weak acid . . . . . . 2-18 

Soluble silica .. .. .. .. .. .. -44 

Water .. .. •• •* .. .. .. 2*17 

Alkalies, sulphur, etc. . . . . . . . . . . 1*74 


100 00” Ep. 
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Abt. LXXI. — Remarks as to the Cause of the Warnm* Climate which existed in 
high Northern Latitudes during former Geological Peiiods, 

By W. T. L. Travers, F.L.S. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophieal Society ^ I8th Augustf 1877.1 

Although nearly all modern geologists have been willing to admit that the 
phenomena of volcanos and eartliquakos must be directly connected with 
the passage of heat from the interior to the surface of our globe, tliey have 
at the same time been indisposed to allow that this internal heat could have 
had any influence, even during the remotest geological times, upon the 
climatic conditions which affect the existence of life. Lidced, Sir Charles 
Lyell, who may be taken to have been the exponent of the views of the 
most advanced geologists of the day, more than once expressly denied 
the existence of any such influence, and sought otherwise to explain the 
remarkable fact that, within the arctic regions, where the present climatic 
conditions are almost opposed to the existence of terrestrial life at all, there 
occurred, iu past geological times, a flora as rich as that which now occupies 
the hottest parts of the tropics. 

It will, unquestionably, appear presumptuous in me to attempt to refute 
the opinions of Sir Charles Lyell and those who have followed liim upon 
this point, but the recent investigations of physicists have led me to doubt 
whether those opinions are altogether tenable. Indeed, I think I shall be 
able to show that many of the facts mentioned by Sir Charles Lyell himself 
are only consistent ^vith the proposition that the climatic conditions suitable 
to the maintenance of a luxuriant flora in arctic latitudes during early 
geological times were chiefly due to heat radiated from the interior of our 
globe. 

In order that my line of argument may bo understood I must, in the 
first place, call attention to the received opinions of all leading physicists as 
to the original condition of the material of our globe. Now, whatever doubts 
might formerly have been entertained as to tlie existence of nebulous matter, 
these doubts have been set at rest by the use of the spectrum analysis, and 
the beautiful theory propounded by Laplace iu regard to the formation of 
our planetary system, has thus received a very strong confirmation. His 
theory is that the sun was at one time the centre of a nebula, whose 
diameter extended vastly beyond the orbit of the most distaut of our plauct), 
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and which revolved round its centre of gi*avity during the process of conden- 
sation. Tliat, from time to time, extensive rings of this nebulous matter 
were left by the central condensing mass at points in the circumferenoe 
where the centrifugal and gravitating forces became exactly balanced, and 
that these rings, still circulating round tlic central nucleus, broke up into 
masses which became endued with a motion of rotation and assumed a 
spheroidal form. Tlmso masses, acting in the same manner as the parent 
mass, and abandoning similar rings of outlying matter, led to the formation 
of tlie satellites of the various principal planets. During this process of con- 
densation, which, of course, took jdace in obedience to the all-pervading law 
of gravitation, the motion of the condensing particles of which each planet 
was composed, was converted into heat, and tliat to such a degree as would 
result in the fusion of the wdiole into one mass. Meyer, indeed, remarks, in 
a paper on Celestial Dgnames (as quoted by Nasmyth and Carpenter in 
their great work on the moon), that the Newtonian theory of gravitation, 
whilst it enables us to determine, from its present form, the earth’s state of 
aggregation in ages past, at the same time points out to us a source of heat 
powerful enough to produce such a state of aggregation, — ^]^)owerful enough 
to melt worlds; it teaches us to consider the molten state of a planst as the 
result of the mechanical union of cosmical masses, and to derive the 
radiation of the sun and the heat in the bowels of the earth from a common 
origin,” 

Sir Charles Lyell, liowever, though ho did not dispute the opinions 
of Laplace and others as to the effect of the condensation of cosmical 
matter, appeared uiiwilliiig to admit the continued existence of internal 
heat to the extent cojitonded for by leading physicists, and inclined 
rather to the opinion advanced by Poisson, “tliat in cooling by radiation to 
the medium winch surrounded the earth, the parts which were first solidi- 
fied sunk, and that by a double descending and ascending current the great 
inequality was lessened, w'bich would have taken place in a solid body 
cooling from the surface.” I am here quoting directly from Poisson, and 
not from Sir Charles’ work, as I wisli to show liow completely at variance 
Poisson’s opinions are with the laws which govern heated matter passing 
into the solid condition. Nasmyth and Carpenter point out, with special 
reference to tlie opinions of Poisson and of those who held similar views, 
that fusible substances are (with a few exceptions) specifically heavier 
whilst in their molten condition than in the solidified state, or, in other 
words, that molten matter occupies less space, weight for weight, than the 
same matter after it has passed from the melted to the solid condition,” 
and they point to the remarkable facts, amongst others, tliat cold iron floats 
upon molten iron, cold silver upon molten silver, cold slag upon molten 
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slagi and a variety of other cases of the same kind, in order to show how 
untenable are the propositions of Poisson and his followers, that if the globe 
had ever passed from a liquid to a solid state, in consequence of the loss of 
heat by radiation, the cooling and consolidation of the nucleus would have 
begun at the earth's centre. 

Now, assuming that the views of Poisson are untenable, and that the 
cooling of the globe commenced at the surface, and extended towards the 
centre, it is palpable that the loss of heat resulting from radiation must have 
been greatest in the earlier periods of the earth’s revolutions, and must have 
decreased in proportion as the Bolidified crust extended in depth. But, 
in our globe three different modes for the transmission of heat have been 
distinguished, the first being periodic and affecting the temperature of the 
crust according to the different positions of the sun and the seasons of the 
year; the second, also due to the sun, namely, that a portion of the heat of 
the sun which penetrates the crust in the equatorial regions moves through 
the crust towards the poles, where it escapes into the atmosphere; the third 
being derived from tlie secular cooling of the earth, and from the primitive 
heat still being disengaged from the surface. This latter has for many ages 
been very insignificant, owing chiefly to the fact that it is interrupted in its 
passage by an enormous thickness of sedimentary and other strata, which 
are very bad conductors of heat. Laplace has sliowu, by reference to 
astronomical observations taken in the time of Hipparchus, Unit within the 
last 2000 years no sensible contraction lias taken place in the globe by 
cooling, but it must be borne in mind that such a period as 2000 years, vast 
as it may seem wlieii taken in reference to ordinary historical events, is but 
as a fleeting second in the eras whicli have passed since our globe was con- 
densed into its original fluid mass, and tliat it is tliercfore highly improbable 
that in so comparatively short a time any appreciable change in the length 
of a day arising from such a cause, could have been ascertained. 

There is, however, a matter of very considerable importance in connec- 
tion with the present distribution of licat in the crust of the globe, to which 
I must call your attention, namely, the periodic changes of temperature 
occasioned on the earth’s surface by the sun’s position and by meteorological 
processes. Now, it has been ascertained, by carefully conducted experi- 
ments, that these changes are continued in the crust of tlie earth, though 
to an inconsiderable depth, but that they are, nevertheless, bucIi as even 
now to exercise a very marked influence on vegetation, and, indeed, on life 
generally. The slow conducting power of the ground, which checks the 
loss of heat in winter, is favourable to the growth of deep-rooted trees. 
** Points tliat lie at different depths on the same vertical line," says 
Uumboldt, ** attain the maximum and minimum of imparted temperature 
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at very different periods of time. The further they are removed from the 
surface the smaller is this difference between tlie extremes. In the latitude 
of our temperate zone (between 48° and 62°) tlie stratum of invariable 
temperature is at a depth of from 59 to 64 feet, and at half that depth the 
oscillations of the thermometer, from the influence of the seasons, scarcely 
amount to half a degree. In tropical climates this invariable stratum is 
only one foot below the surface, and this part has ingeniously been made 
use of by Boursingault to obtain a convenient, and, as he believes, certain 
determination of tho mean temperature of the air of different places. The 
mean temperature of tlie air, at a fixed point, or at a group of contiguous 
points on the surface, is, to a certain degree, the fundamental clement of 
the climate and agricultural relations of a district, but tho mean tempera- 
ture of tho whole surface is very different from that of the globe itself.*’ 
We have no data for determining tho depth at which tlie stratum of 
invariable temperature lies within the arctic regions, but looking to the 
increase which takes place between that at which it is found within the 
tropics, and that at wliicli it occurs some 20® further north, we may assume 
it to lie at a depth of little under 200 feet in the former region. I am not 
aware of tho moan tompoi aturo of tho air in the arctic regions, but it must 
be so low as to be absolutely antagonistic to all but the moat stunted and 
hardy forms of vegetable life. 

It must not be supposed, however, from what I have already said, that 
the supposed gradual diminution of the primitive lieat of the globe has not 
been resorted to by geologists to account for alterations in climate. This is 
not the case, but, unfortunately for tho earlier propounders of tho theory, 
the condition of our knowledge did not afford them sufficient evidence in 
support of it, and, indeed, it is only within the last few years tliat tho 
investigations of physicists have supplied grounds which would justify 
the x^roposition. The authority of Sir Charles LyelJ, which was arrayed 
against it, tended moreover, to check further investigation, but although 
(as I before observed) I may be treated as x>resumptuou8 in endeavouring to 
set uj) this theory in opposition to his views, I feel that recent discoveries 
justify further discussion on the subject. 

1 now propose to consider briefly the nature of the surface conditions of 
our globe after the condensation of tho nebular matter had been completed. 
We have in the present surface conditions of our own satellite, some evidence 
of what that of our globe would have been but for the presence of a con- 
trolling element, to which I shall hereafter allude. The researches of 
Nasmyth and Carpenter on the moon, published in 1874, have given to tho 
world the clearest possible view of the present condition of her surface, 
indicating, as that condition docs in the most unmistakable manner, its 
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origin aa a mass of diffused cosmical matter, condensed into a planetary 
mass by the natural gravitation of its particles, such condensation resulting 
in the generation of heat sufficient to reduce the whole mass to a molten 
condition. But no sooner had this mass been comj>letely formed, than it 
began to cool at the surface, by the radiation of its heat into space, and the 
surface must then have presented the peculiar aspect described by the 
authors referred to, as that exhibited by the surface of a pot of molten metal 
drawn from a melting furnace. But, as the process of cooling continued, a 
definite thickness of the surface would pass from the fluid into the solid 
condition, undergoing, whilst doing so, that expansion which is observed to 
take place immediately upon solidification, and causing, by such expansion, 
and the subsequent contraction which accompanies the cooling of a solid 
body, great irregulaiities upon the surface of that globe. During this first 
period the heat radiated would be sufficient to maintain, in a highly rarefied 
state, all the elements of our atmosphere, including aqueous vapour. But 
when this cooling had proceeded until the heat of the surface of the crust 
had been reduced to a point below the boiling point of water at the then 
rate of atmosi^heric pressure, the aqueous vapour would be condensed upon 
that surface in the form of water, which would gradually increase in 
quantity until the cooling had proceeded far enougli to admit of the existence 
of life. We know that the divellent energies common to ordinary gaseous 
bodies, are even more conspicuous in bodies wliich assume the gaseous form 
at high temperatures. Thus water under the ordinary pressure of our 
atmosphere becomes tlioroughly a gas only wlien heated to 21 and retams 
this gaseous form, witliin certain limits, above its boiling point. But below 
212° the case is different, the elastic force of aqueous vapour (as steam is 
more properly termed below 212°) rapidly diminishes, so that at 82° (the 
freezing point of water) its elastic force is found to bo scarcely equal to one- 
fifth of an inch of mercury, and a given volume to weigh only of 
what steam ought to weigh, supposing water could exist as a perfectly 
gaseous body at 82° under a pressure of 80 inches of mercury. Ilcnco the 
molecules of aqueous vapour at 82° must bo five c)r six times farther apart 
than in the perfectly gase -us form of steam, and so feeble in their j epulsive 
force that, even when thus separated, the aqueous molecules cannot be 
approximated by slight increase of cold or of pressure without partial co- 
alescence and the formation of water or ice. But we are told that the self- 
repulsive force exerted by tlie molecules of water in the liquid and even in 
the solid form, though feeble, is not annihilated, and that hence, when the 
atmosphere surrounding water or even ice is diy, the superficial molecules 
of tiie water or ice assume their self-repulsive character, and fly off until 
the surrounding atmosphere is saturated, The quantity of vapour which 
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can ihuB be held in solution in the atmosphere at any given temperature is 
fixed and invariable. But the quantity has not been found to be at any 
known temperature, and increases rapidly with increase of heat. Since, 
however, the quantity of water which the ah’ can hold in solution at any 
temperature is fixed, it follows that when that temperature is reduced the 
superfluous water must bo yielded up and deposited in the liquid form, such 
deposition, in the large scale of nature, usually constitutuig rain. 

The question, however, naturally arises, whence has our globe derived 
its large supply of water ? Now, this question has been fully considered by 
Mr. W. Matticu Williams, in his admirable work “ The Fuel of the Sun,” 
and I make no apology to you for giving the substance of what he says on 
the subject almost in his own words. After pointing out his reasons for 
believing in the existence of an infinite atmosphere, of which the atmosphere 
surrounding our planet is but a denser portion, and after discussing the 
diilerence of atmospheric pressure at the surface of the various bodies 
constituting our solar system, he asks whether we are to consider the water 
which covers the lower valleys of Uie eaiih as planetary or atmospheric 
matter ? Wliether it is one of the special constituents of our globe or only a 
portion of the general atmospheric matter which the earth’s gravitation has 
condensed round it? Ho then xu’oeceds to discuss these questions by 
reference to tliose known properties of water, to which I have already 
alluded, which show that the position occupied by wrater on our own or any 
other jdanet is entirely depeaadent on comparatively moderate variations of 
temperature and i)ressure. “If,” as he observes, “the temx)eraturo of the 
earth were raised or the x>rcssure diminished in a sufficient degree, the 
whole of the w ater of the ocean would rise from its present bed and take its 
place in the atmosphere as one of its constituent gases, and would there 
exist in a state corresponding to the carbonic acid of our actual atmosphere.” 
Indeed, after fully considering the matter, ho comes to the conclusion, — a 
conclusion so fairly demonstrated as to be, in my ox)inion, irresistible, 
“that the water upon oiir earth is but a portion of the matter which its 
gravitation has collected from the allq^ervading medium of the universe,” 
and he adds that there is good reason to believe that gaseous water is one 
of the most important constituents of that general atmospheric medium, 
and i}rol)ably constitutes a considerable percentage of the whole. He 
further observes that the spectrum analysis has aftbrded the strongest 
possible confirmatory evidence of an universal distribution of water, for 
that, whether directed to the sun, to the stars, to the nebulie, or to 
the luminous matter of comets or meteors, the general reply is, “ Water, 
water, water everywhere ;” Professor Graham having even found occluded 
hydrogen in meteoric stones that have reached the earth, Mr. Williams 
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therefoi-e Bays that “ he will assume that water boloags to tlie atmosphere, 
and, in the present order of things, should bo found as a constituent of the 
atmosphere of all the orbs of space ; the state of its existence, whether 
solid, fluid, or gaseous, whether combined as water, or separated into 
its constituents of free hydrogen and free oxygen, being dej)endent on the 
physical conditions to which it is subjected.” 

Now, it is scarcely necessary for me to remark that all life, as it is 
known to us, is dependent upon the existence of water. This is a fact which 
we learn from any elementary work on physiology, and wo are, therefore, 
justified in assuming that until water existed on our globe, at a temperature 
not inconsistent with life, no life could be developed upon it. You have 
before you on the table a series of specimens taken from the hot waters of 
8X)ring8 in the Botomahana district, showing, in all probability, the veiy 
highest temperatures compatible with the existence of living organisms, and 
we may look back to a period counted, probably, by hundreds of millions 
of years, when such low forms of life were the only ones which were to be 
found on the surface of our planet. And this brings ino to the immediate 
subject of this paper, namely, had the heat radiated from the interior of our 
globe, any effect upon climate during the earlier periods of life brought 
under our notice by the geological records 9 1 venture, for reasons which I 
will proceed to explain, to agree w’ith the older ideas on the subject, in spite 
of the positive opinions expressed by Sir Charles Lyell. 

It is clear that long before the surface conditions of our globe were such 
as to permit of the condensation of aqueous vapour upon it, it revolved 
round tlie sun in the orbit wliich it now occupies, and that even then the 
heat of its equatorial regions received a large increase from tlie latter body. 
It will have been observed that the depth to which the surface is now 
permanently heated by the rays of the sun diminishes with great rapidity as 
we approach the equatorial regions, but there is no reason for supposing 
that during the gradual cooling of the globe, the radiation of heat would, 
even supi^osing the absence of any check duo to the sun’s rays, have been 
greater fi’oju the equatorial regions than from the polar ones. The contrary 
must, in effect, have been the case, and the polar regions of our globe were 
doubtless the earliest to present surface conditions fitted to retain water 
upon them. If this were so, then certainly life must, in its earliest stages, 
have had its origin in arctic latitudes, gradually extending towards the 
tropics as the surface of the latter regions became sufficiently cool to permit 
water to accumulate there also. It will, of coui*se, be understood iliat the 
accumulation of water on our globe was very slow, and I cannot but think 
that tho arguments brought forward by Mr. Mattiou Williams, in the work 
alluded to, as to tlie materials which constitute the fuel of the sun, apply 
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to tho presence of water on our planet. Our planet^ in common with the 
son and the other members of the system, is moving through space at the 
rate of four to five hundred thousand miles a day, and must, if the 
h3rpotbe8is of an universal atmosphere bo correct, to the extent of its 
gravitation force, daily obtain from this universal atmosphere a fresh 
supply of water. Now this supply will be equal to that which can be 
obtained from the contents of a cylinder of this atmosphere, the length 
of which is firora four to five hundred thousand miles by nearly eight 
thousand in diameter. 

This is an interesting question, into which, however, it is unnecessary 
for me to enter, even if I possessed the elements necessary for the calculation 
of the probable quantity of water, if any, annually added to that upon our 
globe from this source. 

Let me now enquire how far geological evidence con be adduced in 
support of the view that heat, radiated during the cooling of our globe, 
affected climate during the earlier periods of life upon it. 

In dealing with this subject 1 propose to accept what has been given to 
us by Sir Charles Lyell in his great work already alluded to, in regard to 
the character of the life forms during past geological periods. 

In the tenth and eleventh chapters of the tentli edition, published in 
1867, the characters of the climate during the several periods extending 
from times immediately anterior to the historical, up to the Silurian period, 
is very fully discussed, and the author commences by commenting upon the 
objections which had been raised to the theory which endeavours to explain 
past geological changes by reference to causes now in action, pointing out 
that one of those objections is founded on the former prevalence of climates 
hotter than those now experienced in corresponding latitudes. I have before 
observed, however, that Sir Charles entirely repudiated the idea that during 
any portion of the time which has elapsed since life appeared on our globe, 
climate was affected by the heat radiated from the globe itself as the result 
of the cooling of its mass ; and his whole argument is founded upon the as- 
sumption, that the changes which had evidently taken place were duo to 
other causes than the one referred to. 

I will not trouble you with references to times prior to the Pliocene 
period. With regard to that period, however, and more especially to 
its lower strata, in common with those of the Upper Miocene, we learn 
that the fauna and flora of the whole of Central Europe afford unmis- 
takable evidence of a climate approaching that which is now only ex- 
perienced in sub-tropical regions ; and it is a matter of no small interest 
to know that when the climate of Europe was sub-tropical, a still greater 
heat prevailed nearer the equator, as specially evidonoed by the investiga- 
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tions of Dr. Falconer, and Sir Proby Gautley, in the Sewalik Hills. Sir 
Oharles remarks that these and other investigations lead irresistibly to the 
opinion tliat there was a much greater analogy in those ages than there is 
now between the temperature of the West Indies in latitude 18^ and that of 
Europe in latitude 48°. But he also says, which is much more significant 
for the purposes of my contention, that if we pass from the equatorial to the 
arctic latitudes of the Northern Hemisphere, we find an assemblage of fossil 
plants resembling in many respects that of (Eninghen, in Switzerland, in 
which Professor Heer detected the leaves, fruits, and sometimes flowers of 
about 600 species of plants, in which he found a near resemblance to the 
flora of the Carolinas and other southern states of the American Union. 
Of the Lower Miocene flora ho says “ tliat it has been traced from Italy 
northwards to Devonshire, and even to Iceland. In these high latitudes, 
however, the tropical and sub-tropical genera disappear, though the vine 
and tulip-tree and some other forms indicate a temperature 15° to 20° Fahr. 
warmer than that now belonging to the same countries,” quoting Heer and 
Gaudin, “ Climat du Pays Tortiare,” pp. 174-207, in support of his 
statement. 

Fuithor on he says (still speaking of tlie Lower Miocene flora), ‘*In 
Spitzhorgen, in latitude 78° 50' N,, no less than ninety-five species of 
plants are described by Heer, many of them agreeing specifically with Nortli 
Greenland fossils. In this flora we observe Ta^codium of two species, a 
hazel, poplar, alder, beech, plane-tree, lime f'ltlia j, and a rotanmyeton^ 
which last indicates a fresh-water formation, accumulated on the 8j)ot. 
Such a vigorous growth of fossil trees, hi a country within 12° of the pole, 
where there are now scarcely any shrubs except a dwarf willow’ and a few 
herbaceous and cryptogainous plants, most of the surface being covered 
wiUi snow and ice, is truly remarkable.” 

With regard to the Eocene fauna and flora of Central Europe, w’e learn 
that it possesses species and genera liaving a great affinity to Lower Miocene 
forms, hut departing further than these do fiom tJie modern European type, 
and resembling, in many respects, those of the tropical regions of India and 
Australia, and that, especially in the London clay of the Isle of Slieppcy, 
fossil fruits of the cocoa-nut, screw-pine, and custard-apple remind us of 
the hottest parts of the globe. In the beginning of the eleventh cljiipter, 
Sir Charles specially calls liis reader's attention to the fact, that an 
examination of the Pliocene, Miocene, and Eocene strata, viewed suc- 
cessively in the order of their higher antiquity, affords evidence of a 
temperature continually incrmHiny in prayortitm m we reverie further from 
the glacial epoch, (The italics oi’o mine.) Passing now to the secondary 
formations generally, the same law as that traced in the teitiaries is found 
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to obtain, the peculiar reptilian fauna which chaiUiOterizeB this period indi- 
cating unmistakably the oxistenco of a warm temperature in the seas, 
lakes, and rivers, whilst the flora supports the hypotheses of Heer, 
Adolphe Brogniart, and others, that the climate of Europe, even within 
at the Pole, must have resembled that of the West Indies at the 
present day. 

I might repeat the same language with regard to the Triassic, Jurassic, 
Carboniferous, Devonian and Silurian periods, all of which afford similar 
evidence, but I prefer quoting the following general remarks on the subject, 
with which Sir Charles Lyell concludes the eloventli chapter of his work ; — 
“ The result, then, of our examination in this and the preceding chapter, of 
the organic and inorganic evidence relating to the climate of successive 
geological periods, is in favour of the opinion that a warmer temperature 
generally prevailed iu the northern hemisphere from the 80th parallel of 
latitude to the polo than that now experienced. In the Pliooono era the 
fauna and flora of Cuiitnil Europe were sub-tropical, and a vegetation 
resembling that now found in Northern Europe extended into the arctic 
regions as far as they have been yet explored, and probably reached the 
pole itself. In the secojidary or Mesozoic ages, the predominance of reptile 
life, and the gtnicral chai*acter of the f(»ssil typos of the great class of 
vertohrata, indicate a warm climate and an absence of frost between the 
40th parallel of latitude and the pole, a large Ichthyosaurus having boon 
found iu latitude 17'^ 10', and the general character of the Mollusca and 
corals, as well as of the plants, being iu perfect accordance with tlxe 
iuferoiiceH deduced from tlio fossil reptiles. If we carry back our retrospect 
to the primary or Paleozoic ages, wo And an assemblage of plants that 
imply that a warm, linmitl, and equable climate extended in tlio Carboni- 
ferous period anintorrnpte/lly from the 80tlj parallel of latitude to within a 
few degrees of the polo, or to nortlievn regions whore at present the severe 
winter’s frost and the aim )st luiivorsal covering of snow, lasting for many 
months, precludo the existence of a luxuriant vegetation. In rocks older 
than the Carboniferous the evidence of plants, insects, and fish fails us ; but 
the inveidebrate fauna has such a rcseinblanco to that of the latter primary 
and the older secondary periods as to force us to believe that the climate of 
the temperate and arctic regions was very analogous to that which generally 
prevailed iu these subsequent epochs.” 

As before observed, however, Sir Charles, and tixose who follow him, 
decline to admit that heat radiated from the surface of our globe during its 
secular cooling from an original heated condition, hod any influence in 
producing these observed diffcronces iu climate iu the northern regions, 
and attribute them entirely to successive changes in the distribution of land 
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and water. It if? certainly true that the Gulf Stream at present exercises a 
considerable mflnenco on the climate of the localities on wliich it impinges, 
but this influence does not produce, outside of tropical regions, such effects 
as those which would bo necessary in order to account for the existence in 
arctic regions of plant forms of the classes above alluded to ; and it is 
scarcely possible to conceive any distribution of land and wator which could 
result in such effects, in tlie past, upon the climate of a part of the globe, the 
present olimatal conditions of which are admittedly almost opposed to the 
existence of any vegetation whatsoever. But if we find that the poUf 
regions were tliose which were first fitted for the retention of water, we 
may fairly assume that it is in those regions that we must search for tlie 
first indications of life on our globe, tlie teinperfiture of those portions 
which lie between the tropics, and for several degrees on each side of them, 
being necessarily maintained for a much longer period at a heat too great 
to permit water to lie upon the suidace. It is curious in this connection 
to observe that Sir Charles has given us maps (now shown to involve 
serious fallacies) showing the relative distribution of land and water 
which would be calculated to produce, in the present day, at all events, 
the maximum of heat and cold on the surface of the globe, that which 
appUes to the former showing the hulk of laud lying for about 45^ on 
each side of the equator, and that wliich apjilics to tlie* latter showing the 
bulk of the land oxtouding for a similar distance from each of the poles. 
On the whole, therefore, I feel that there is some justification for believing 
that the climate of the arctic and antarctic regions of our glo])fi daring the 
past geological epochs to which I have referred, was directly inlluouced by 
licat radiated from it daring its secular cooling from the condition of a 
molten mass of aggregated cosmical matter, and that the first Hi)poarance 
of life took place when portions of its surface became siifficiontly eool to 
admit of water resting upon it at a temperature not exceeding 120'^ Fahr. 

1 do not apologize for bringing these views under your notice, as I agT*eo 
with Mr. Mattieii Williams that it is fortunate for the human race that men 
w^ho study pure science are so far raised by its moral influence above pro- 
judice and personality, that their perception of truth is not obscured by the 
medium through wliich it is conveyed, and that it is accepted as frankly, 
fairly, and courteously from the humblest outside student as though pre- 
sented by tlie highest constituted autliorities. If the view’s contained in this 
paper have no soundiJOHs in tliem they wall be calmly refuted, or suffer 
death from deserved neglect. If, on the other hand, they are at all sound 
or suggestive, they will receive acceptance even from tliose whose pre- 
conceptions may have been opposed to them. 
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Abt. LXXII. — Further Honarks <m to the Cause of the Warmer Climate which 
existed in high Northern Latitudes during former Geological Epochs. 
By W. T. L. TRAVEtts, P.L.S. 

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society 1 17 tk November^ 1877«] 

It will bo rememberod tliat I had tho honour of roading a paper before this 
Bociely in August last, iu whicli I vonturod to urge that the warmer climate 
which unquestionably prevailed iu high noi-thorn latitudes during former 
geological periods, as evidenced by the character of their fauna and flora, 
was chiefly due to the radiation of heat conducted from the interior to the 
surface of our globe. Since then I have had an opportunity of studying 
Mr. Croirs great work on “ Climate and Time,” in which that gentleman 
expresses his dissent from all such theories, and endeavours to show 
that the better climatal conditions in question were indirectly due to 
changes in tho eccentricity of the earth’s orbit, resulting in alternations of 
cold and warm periods at irregular intervals, brought about through the 
inedium of heated ocean currents impelled towards high latitudes under the 
operation of the trade winds. To those who have had the advantage of 
studying Mr. Croirs work, it will, undoubtedly, appear presumptuous on 
my xmrt to dispute the conclusions he has arrived at, and still more so to 
maintain a proposition at variance with his opinions, but I venture to think 
that in his treatment of tho question ho has overlooked some points of 
great iinportanco with which I propose to deal iu this paper. But before 
alluding to iliose points let me call your attention briefly to tho views 
which Mr. Oroll propounds. 

In tho first place he calls attention to the changes which constantly take 
place in the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit, and points out that when this 
eccentricity is at its superior limit ( -• •0721) the difference iu tho distance of 
the earth from the sun when in the aphelion, as compared with tho peri- 
helion of its orbit, is upwards of 14,000,000 of miles, and that the amount 
of heat received by the earth when in those two positions will be as 19 to 
26. Ho next points out that if, according to tho precession of tho equinoxes, 
winter should happen in tho northern hemisphoro when the earth was in 
the aphelion of its orbit, at tho time when the orbit was at its greatest 
eccentricity tlie difference in the amount of direct heat received from the 
sun would bo sufficient to bring about a recurrence of the glacial epoch. On 
the other Inmd ho urges that if, under the same circumstances, winter were 
to occur in the northern hemisphere when the earth was in the perihelion 
of its orbit, the difference between winter and summer in the latitude of 
England, at all events, would be almost annihilated, whilst extreme glacial 
conditions would be tiausferied to southern latitudes. 
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He further alleges, that iu the latter case the effect of tlie trade mnds 
would be to impel the heated currents of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
further towards the North Pole, thereby causing the ice witliin the arctic 
regions to disappear, and so producing a climate sufficiently mild to admit 
of the existence in those regions of a fauna and flora as rich and varied as 
that which characterized thorn during any past geological period. 

In the nineteenth chapter of his work he gives a diagram showing the 
eccentricity of the earth’s orbit for 8,000,000 of j^oars in the past, and 
1,000,000 of years to come, at periods of 60,000 years apart, and tables 
showing those matters more in detail at intervals of 10,000 years. On 
looking over the diagram it will }>e seen that there were three principal 
periods in tlie past during which the eccentricity rose to a high value. It 
is to one or other of the last two that Mr. Croll assigns the geological period 
familiarly known as the glacial epoch, x^referring, liowcvor, the later to the 
earlier one for reasons into which he enters at some length. 

The later period consisted of two separate maxima, the earlier one being 
the greater of the two, and separated from the latter extj cme by an interval 
during which the eccentricity was considerably diminished nltliougli still 
comparatively high, the whole period occnxiyiug 100,000 years, one-half of 
which would represent tlie united length of tlie cold phases in each hemis- 
phere. Now, assuming Mr, CVolks view^a to ho correct, the glacial ex)och 
which was brought about by this condition of things w^oiild continuously 
affect each hemisi)hore alternately for a x>oriod of about 10,600 years, owing 
to the jirecemon of the equinn.res. But the operation must have boon com- 
plicated by the circumstance that, during the 100,000 years in question, there 
was a period of lesser eccentricity occujiying some 30,000 3\mrR, during which 
the intensity of the cold wwjuld have been dirainislied in each hemisphere. 
It will he observed therefore that, during tlie period referred to, the con- 
ditions requisite, according to Mr. Croll’s theory, for tlie production and 
removal of glaci«Qj conditions in the northorn hemisphere w’ould have 
occniTed with varying intensity at alternating intervalB of 10,600 years 
about four times, owing to the precession of the equinoxes, or, in other 
W’ords, that the arctic circle would, at the intervals referred to, alternately 
have enjoyed atmospheric conditions w^hich would admit of the existence of 
a luxuriant fauna and flora, or such as were utterly opposed to the existence 
of any terrestrial life. 

But a glance at Mr. CroH’s diagram will, I think, sufficiently show that, 
whilst his theory may abundantly account for an .extension of pre-existing 
glaciated conditions in each hcinisx)here during periods of maximum eccen- 
tricity, there is nothing in it to lead to the conclusion that the polar ice has 
over been completely removed since its fli’st formation iu mass, which, as I 
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contend, could only have cotomenced when tlie temperatoe of the surface 
of the ground within tlioso regions had fallen permanently below 82 ® Fahr, 
Since my former paper was road before this society, the May number of the 
** Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society” has been received, and I 
find that tlie same subject which was dealt with by me m my former paper 
had been referred to by Professor Duncan, President of the Society, in his 
anniversary address* ITo points out that in the science of geology “strict 
uniformitarianism is givhig way to a school which insists upon the recog- 
nition of a scientific cosmogony, which attempts the study of the mutations 
of the globe from the beginning, from the example of stellar and solar 
changes, and which considers that the principal factors in terrestrial altera- 
tions (the solar heat and the residual heat of the earth) are energies under- 
going only a definite amount of reversible a)id more or less irreversible 
transformation.” And ho adds that it follows, as a result of the investiga- 
tions of this school, that “in the earlier geological ages, the extent and 
rapidity of the successive changes were gi’cater tlian in the modern oxamj)le, 
that the rigidity of the globe was less, tliat the internal J)eat and its expres- 
sion in temperature at the surface w’oro greater, and that the meteorology 
was such that the wear and tear of world-wide nature was larger in its 
annual amount.” Further on, in the same address, the learned Professor 
remarks, “that it must be acknowledged that a permanent increase of a few 
degi’cca of the temperature of the waters would kill ofi many species, and 
that the whole flora and fauna would cease to exist were the average heat 
double what it now is; that the same result >vould follow a moderate 
increase of the heat of the soil with regard to tlie plants ; and that if the 
estimated amount of the heat radiated year by year, after conduction from 
within, relates entirely or mainly to a former much greater annual average, 
all being residual in its nature, the question of the possible lapse of time 
since the surface was cool enough to permit of life arises, and has boon ably 
used in argument against absolute uniformitarianism.” 

I ought not to make those quotations, however, without adding, that 
Professor Duncan does not go deeply into the question in the aRi)Oct pre- 
sented in my own paper, nor can I cite his address as being altogether in 
support of my views; but it was satisfactoy to me to find that such a 
speculation as tliat in wliieh I ventured to indulge, was not altogether with- 
out interest or foundation in connection with geology as a practical science. 
My own views, put in concrete form, are these : That the arctic and 
antarctic regions wore those which first presented climatal conditions 
suited to the existence of life, inasmuch as those regions must have been 
the first to cool down suflicicntly to admit of water resting upon them in a 
permanently liquid condition. That, as a consequence naturally following 
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from tho above proposition, the polar areas have becoino, in process of 
timo, the great refrigerators which have supplied the cold waters now 
occupying the deeper parts of our oceans. That a warm climate was main- 
tained in the polar regions — long after the heat conducted to tho surface 
from the interior of the globe had ceased to maintain the waters above 32^ 
— by currents of the warm water which occupied tho central parts of the 
earth’s surface ; hut that, so soon as tho surface of the laud within tho 
polar areas had cooled sufficiently to enable snow to rest and accumulate 
upon the surface of the gi*oimd during ordii^ary winters, cold began to gain 
upon heat, and permit the formation and gradual accumulation of per- 
manent ice. That ice once so formed in mass has never since been entirely 
removed from extreme northern and southern latitudes, but has probably 
extended from each towards tho equator, under the operation of causes 
upon which I oifered no opinion, but which probably were those so fully 
discussed by Mr. Croll. To this extent I agree with Mr. Croll, hut 1 think 
he has overlooked, in connection with former climatal conditions in high 
latitudes, tho enormous period of timo which must have elapsed since the 
great body of water which now occupies tlio surface of our globe had 
accumulated upon it, and the effects whicli, during long ages, must have 
been produced by the passage into high latitudes of currents of water still 
owing its warmth to heat conducted to tho surface from tho interior of our 
globe, under the very impulses which ho Jiimsolf lias sliown to exist. It 
follows, moreover, that independently of tlie occasional extension of glacial 
conditions into lower latitudes, as suggested by ]Mr. Croll, there is reason 
to suppose that the climate of those latitudes will continue to suffer a gradual 
degradation in temperature, owing to the continuing refrigeration of the 
waters of the ocean, unless, indeed, this has already reached a mean, and 
that in the distant future the northern portions of the temperate regions may 
become uninhabitable, except by races like the Laplanders or the Esqui- 
maux. Mr. Croll objects that tho quantity of heat conducted from the 
interior to the surfaco of the globe is now utterly insignilicant as an agent 
in modifying or affecting climate, but that it is still considerable cannot 
be doubted. The following passage from Mr. Poulett Scrope’s work on 
Volcanos is in point on this matter : — 

“ In support of the hypothesis advanced at tho close of the last 
chapter, we have, in tho first place, the well-known evidence of mines 
and artesian wells to the fact that the temperature of tho crust of tho 
globe increases everywhere in a very rapid ratio from the surface 
downwards, varying from one degree in 60 to one degree in 108 foot of 
vertical depth, and consequently that a largo amount of heat is con- 
tinually in course of outward transmission from within this envelope 

i2 



474 


Transactiom . — Geology, 


through the superficial rooks, and the waters that permeate or ootot 
them, into surrounding space. Secondly, we have the phenomena of 
volcanos, proving, as has been shown, that, besides this, another consider- 
able amount of heat is continually effecting its outward escape— with less 
regularity, but with equal constancy — ^by the exhaustion from within of 
heated vapours aUd thermal waters, and the eruption of incandescent lavas. 
The continuance of these phenomena, tlxrough every past age of the globe, 
proves the accession of continual increments of caloric from great depths 
within its interior to the mass of lava, or the material from which lava is 
elaborated, that underlies the outer hardened and comparatively cool crust 
and he further remarks, — That it would seem that the outward trans- 
mission of internal heat by these two combined modes is insufficient for its 
discharge as rapidly as it is supplied from within, inasmuch as a third 
collateral order of phenomena, the plutonic, attests the frequent expansion 
only to be accounted for by increased temperature of extensive underlying 
masses of matter.** 

I may, moreover, in conclusion, cite the following passage from Pro- 
fessor 'Duncan*s address, as possessing interest in connection with my 
papers. After remarking that we may readily believe in a universal 
atmosphere whoso tenuity is greatest between the great attracting bodies, 
and referring to Mr. Matticu Williams* views on this subject, he says,— 
“ Reasoning, then, by analogy, the earth should have had a higher 
atmosphere, and probably more of it in the past, and tliis would be very 
compensatory. A slightly greater atmoBX)horio pressure would counteract 
the greater possible rate of evaporation ; and this compensation rather 
adds to the probability of the theory. With more aqueous vapour and 
a more energetic sun, sub-aerial denudation may have progressed far above 
its present average rate. Moreover, the greater movable atmosphere 
would absorb much of the heat of the hotter sun, and would modify 
its action on the surface ; and, on the other hand, a greater diffusion of 
equable temperature would prevail, and towards the poles there would be 
prolonged twilight. A greater rainfall and more rapid movement of the 
lower zones of the atmosphere would result ; and as the supply of moisture 
must have been greater, tliere is no reason why the local glacialization of 
high mountain ranges should not have occurred. The improbability of the 
occurrence of masses of ice on the sea-level^ or for some thousands of feet abotie 
it or at the poles, must, however, be admitted."' The italics ore mine in the 
foregoing quotation, and the passages so marked bear, as will be seen, a 
good deal upon my views. 
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Abt. Lxxm. — On the Formation of detached ShingU Beache$i 
By John Carruthers, M. Inst. C.E. 

[Read before the Wellington Philoao^thical SocUtg^ llth November^ 1877 .] 

Ths travel of sand and shingle along a sea coast is not duo to any currents 
which may obtain, but to the breaking of the waves on the beach. There is 
very seldom a littoral current strong enough to carry shingle or sand along 
with it, but where even a small wave breaks it has sufficient impetus to 
move shingle. 

If the wave breaks square to the coast tlie shingle is thrown directly 
forward ; when the wave recedes it carries the shingle back with it to the 
place it started from. In this case there is no travel of the shingle ; it is 
thrown ashore and pulled back by the waves, time after time, over the same 
course until it is ground down into sand or mud. If, liowever, the waves 
break obliquely on the shore, the shingle is carried forward by the wave, 
but when the latter recedes it does not travel on the same track by which it 
roiled forward, but takes the line of quickest descent, wliich is at right angles 
to the beach. The shingle thus travels in a zig-zag path moving gradually 
along the shore in the direction of the waves. This causes a travelling 
beach. 

The travelling shingle will often refuse to follow a sudden indenta- 
tion of the coast and goes straight across the bay, forming a detached 
beach with a lagoon behind it. This may, I think, be explained in 
this way : Waves travel loss quickly in shallow water than in deep ; the 
inner end of a long oblique wave being in shallower water than the outer 
end is, tlierefore, checked as it approaches the shore and the wave takes a 
curved form. At the point forming the beginning of the bay this action is of 
course intensified, and the waves roll round the point in long curves which 
tend more and more to Jbecome perpendicular to the coast line. The vary- 
ing speed of the waves, due to the varying depths and the different distances 
they have to travel, destroys the uniformity which obtained along the 
straight part of the coast ; the waves cease to be continuous billows ; those 
rolling on the outside of the point strike those breaking on the inside on 
the flank, and are tripped up and broken exactly as they would have been 
on a solid shore. The shingle is then deposited, and a spit is formed 
stretching out into the bay. When the spit reaches deep water the process 
becomes more simple ; the waves rolling into the bay beyond the spit being 
in deep water do not break, but those stjiking tlie spit are broken and carry 
on the shingle exactly as was done on the straight coast lino. In this 
manner the spit stretches at last quite across tlie bay, and becomes daily 
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higher and wider as more shingle is thrown up it and over it by the waves. 

An island lying off the coast on which tliere is a travelling beach also 
causes tlie latter to detach itself from the shore. The island forms a break- 
water, and the shingle cannot pass across the still water behind it. It 
therefore collects on the windward side until it roaches out to the island, 
from the leeward side of which it continues its course as a detached beach. 

Strong littoral currents and rivers entering the sea cause the waves to 
break before they roach the shove. If there is any travelling shingle it will 
be collected where the waves break, and will therefore form a detached 
beach. 

In short, given a source of supply of shingle or sand, such as a large 
river or a cliff against which the sea beats, there will be a travelling beach 
wherever the average dkectioii of the waves is oblique to the shore on which 
they break, and there will bo a detached beach whenever, from any cause, 
tlie waves, under similar conditions, break before tlioy reach the shore. 
The principal causes of tliis latter case are tliose above enumerated. 

There are in New Zealand many examples of detached beaches. The 
spit of sand which ends Cape Farewell is an example on a very largo scale. 

The source of supply is in this case the whole west coast of the South 
Island with its many rivers. The debris formed by the denudation of the 
land is driven northwards by the prevailing south-westerly seas which 
break obliquely on the shore. At Cape Farewell the breaking of the waves 
agiiinst one another instead of on the shore caused the sand to be thrown 
down before reaching the shore on the east side of the Cape. The spit 
began to form and is still forming. Eventually, Golden Bay will become a 
lagoon if a sufficient supply of sand is kept up by tlie continued denudation 
of the west slope of the island. 

Nelson Harbour is another case of a detached beach. The cliffs to the 
north of the harbour are being cut down by the sea, and the material, 
driven by the oblique north-westerly seas, which are here the most power- 
ful, crosses the indentation of the coast on which Nelson is situated ; the 
earthy matter contained in tlie cliff is washed away leaving only the mass of 
heavy boulders, which are all of the same material as tliose embedded in 
the cliff from wliich the boulder bank is derived.’ 

Lake Ellesmere is another fine example. The coast of Canterbury 
consists of a travelling sliingle beach on a scale of magnitude hardly 
equalled in the world. The great Canterbury rivers are nothing but 
mountain torrents on a magnified scale. They have their rise in ranges 
formed of clay-slates of a very friable nature, and they convey to the sea 
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Tke oblique south-easterly seas drive this shingle to the northward, 
spreading it along tlie Ninety-mile Beach. 

The direct cause of the detached beach at Ellesmere is the Bakaia 
Biver, the delta of which forms a projecting i)oint from which the Ellesmere 
beach starts on its detached course. Similar beaches have, no doubt, been 
formed at different times near the mouths of all the great rivers of Canter- 
bury, forming lagoons which have been gradually filled up by material 
brought down from the mountains by the rivers, as Lake Ellesmere is now 
being filled up. 


Art. LXXIV. — On Gold in the Wdlinghni Provincial District. 

By J. C. Crawpokd, F.G.S. 

[Read before the WellingUni Philosophical Societtf, July, 1878. j 
There are coiiain vchis of quartz to he found in the rocks of the Tararua 
and Bimutaka, that is to say of the mountains extending from Cook 
Strait to the Maoawatu, which are of a peculiar character, and I have 
always had an idea that, if we were to find minerals hereabouts, these were 
our true veinstones. 

The results of analyses did not prove satisfactory, and I have allowed 
the matter to sleep for a number of years. About two months ago, however, 
I took a specimen of tliis quartz wliich had been lying on iny raantol-picco 
for some years, and sent it to a friend in Melbourne to see what they would 
say to it in that city. I have received a reply, wdth analysis by Mr. Chap- 
man, who is described as being ** mineralogist and assayor to the Bank of 
Victoria, and is deemed the best in the colony.” It is as follows : — 

“ Bank of Victoria, Melbourne, 23r(l May, 1877. 

** I have tested the quartz specimen left with me for assay, and find it to bo com- 
posed of sulphate of iron. I likewise assayed for gold, and from 1,000 grains got 
a button weighing *034, or 1*092 ounces per ton, 

.J. Chapman.” 

Tlae result seems highly satisfactory, and may lead to the opening 
of numerous valuable mines, not only in this neighbourhood, but all about 
the ranges as far as the Bay of Plenty, also in the Kaimanawa Kango, 
and I think 1 may say in the eastern ranges of the South Island. Of 
course we must not jump to the conclusion that because one specimen 
from one locality has proved to bo auriferous, we slmll find the same result 
in other localities, but there is strong reason to hope and to suppose that 
ibis may be the case. 
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The character of these yeinstones is very similar, both in a^aranoe 
and in mode of ooourronce, wherever they are found, except that in some 
places the vein is only a few feet wide, whereas in others it may be thirty 
or forty feet thick. If we find a similar result to that already obtained 
from several different localities, we may then, I think, conclude that we 
have valuable mines in the district.. I know a great many places in which 
these veinstones are found, and will now proceed to describe them. 

These reefs appear to me to be found chiefly along two lines, and run 
in the direction of the ranges — viz., about N.N.E. and S.S.W. The 
western line intersects the upper part of the Otaki Biver, and that of the 
Hakatarewaha, and probably appears in a confused and undefined state at 
Baker's BLill, near Wellington. 

The eastern line appears to strike up the valley of the Orongorongo, 
in which locality the specimen under discussion was found. There is 
a reef of this stone on Sinclair’s ground in the upper part of the Wainuio- 
mata, and there are indications of it about Drake’s Elbow on the Bimutaka 
road, all pointing to the general direction of this line. 

The widest reef which I have soon is situated on the banks of the 
Waiotauheru, a branch of the Otaki Biver. It is a long time since I have 
seen it, and therefore do not like to speak positively as to the dimensions, 
but I think I should be safe in calling it at least a chain wide. 

In the upper part of the Hakatarewaha 1 found a reef about four feet 
wide. 

On the wcstein line I think that attention should first be directed to the 
valleys of the rivers above named, particularly as there is now easy access 
to the valley of the latter river. 

To reach the reefs of the Otaki Biver cannot be an easy matter at this 
time of year. It is difficult to give an exact idea of the distance to be 
travelled, but an estimate may be formed from the length of time it took 
me to reach them. From the Wairarapa pa, near the point where the 
Otaki Biver leaves the mountains, it took me a day and a half walking 
to reach the reefs. In returning down stream it was an easy day’s journey 
to reach Otaki itself. 

When the base of the higher part of the ranges is reached, the Otaki 
Biver is found to fork. The main stream comes down from the northward, 
and a large tributary called the Waiotauheru falls in from the southward. 
About two hours’ journey up the latter river I pitched my camp, and near it 
were the reefs in question, cropping out on the right bank of the river, and 
standing vertical. 

The character of these reefs is typical of all the others of the same kind. 
Tlio quartz stands in lines of three or four inches thick, separated by 
mullock. The quartz veins have an undulating conformation, chain*like, so 
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that lumps may often be broken off at the thinner parts, and appear in a 
boulder-like form. The quantity of mullock separating the layers of quartz 
ought, I suppose, to make the working of these reefs very easy. 

Supposing the Otaki reefs to be gold-bearing tlie question of access 
would be a serious consideration. There would not, 1 tliink, bo any parti- 
cular engineering difficulties in forming a road to them from Otaki, but it 
would be a work of considerable outlay. 1 tlunk it probable that a low 
saddle might be found by which to reach them from the valley of the 
Hakatarewaha. 

I have not examined the valley of the Ohau, the next river to the 
northward of the Otaki, but prospectors found a good deal of gold in the 
terraces of tliat river, altliough not enough to pay. 

The Otaki reefs ought of course to be traced if possible to the Ohau, and 
it seems to me that the gold found in the terraces is strong corroborative 
evidence of the auriferous character of the reefs, and also that the parti- 
cular reefs about which 1 write are the true mineral lodes of the district. 

I wish it particularly to be borne in mind that I found no signs of 
mineral veins in ascending the Otaki Biver until I reached the reefs in 
question on the Waiotauheru. 

Now that the Hakatarewaha is opened by a road, it would be compara- 
tively easy to prospect that valley ; and I am inclined to think that if the 
line of strike of tlie Otaki reefs wore first obtained, and then followed into 
the Hakatarewaha, reefs in that valley would be soon picked up, if not 
obvious without adopting this plan. 

These reefs are naturally most easily found in sections of river banks, 
and tliis mode of discovering them is the best in the upper parts of the 
rivers. When, however, the rivers have spread out into valleys, and have 
formed large deposits of alluvium or of shingle, then tliey prove of little or 
no assistance. 

It would be advisable to examine the upper part of the Hutfc Biver, and 
of its tributaries, to ascertain whether or not any reefs crop out there. 

With regard to what 1 call the eastern line of reefs I cannot speak so 
positively. I have found the stone about Orongorongo, and I am told that 
it is found all the way up that valley. As I have said above, 1 have seen it 
in the Wainuiomata, and indications of it about Drake’s Elbow. Indica- 
tions may also be found along the road between tlie Pakuratalii and the 
Bimutaka saddle. The whole line requires further prospecting. 

I would by no means discourage further search in the direction of 
Makara. A considerable quantity of gold has been found there, but the 
reef has not yet been struck. If, however, the particular kind of quartz 
which I point out be carefully looked for, and if found in veins then 
followed up, we may perhaps arrive at a satisfactory result after all. 
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There is ovary reason to suppose that this quartz may be found in the 
Buahino and all through the mountains as far as the Bay of Plenty. I 
have seen Rpoeimons of it from the Eaimanawa Hange. I would suggest 
that it should be loohcd for well wiiliin tho rangoS) and not only on the 
outskirts or flanks. These, from being more easily accessible, are no doubt 
first examined. 

The same remark will apply to the eastern ranges of the South Island. 
I think I have seen indications of this quartz some distance up from the 
Hurunui Gorge, but it was a long time ago, and I cannot speak with 
certainty. As the rocks of the eastern ranges of the South Island are of 
similar character to those of this district, there is, primft facie, good reason 
for investigation. 

My impression is that this quartz will in no place be found rich in gold, 
and, therefore, that tho mines, if any, will not bo subject to great fluctua- 
tions in value, but that the atone, if payable, will make up in quantity for 
what it lacks in quality. It is a quartz of such a peculiar character, with 
its mullocky easing, that a miner once acquainted with it, would be sure to 
recognize a vein of it at the first glance. 

Tho reef of the Otaki River is by no moans made up of a mass of solid 
quartz. Tho mullock occupies perhaps as much space as the quartz, and 
there are also slaty pointings. 

The reefs ought jilso to he looked for up the valleys of tlio Wairarapa 
rivers, and far up these valleys. The beds of these rivers will be hardly 
accessible at this time of tho year, and some months may have to pass 
before they can be searched. The localities are also very inaccessible, 
supposing auriferous quartz to be found there, but the plan should be to 
find the quartz first, and thou to contrive how to take a road to it. By the 
Wairarapa rivers I moan those chiefly from the Tauherenikau to the 
Ruamahunga inclusive. The Cape Pallisor ranges should also be examined. 

There is one defect in the composition of the stone which may be 
serious and possibly fatal to its payable qualifications. The gold seems to 
be associated with sulphate of iron, which will make it diflioult and expen- 
sive to extract. I believe that great improvements have been ejBfected in 
Victoria and elsewhere in tho economical reduction of similar ores, and 
hope that this defect may not prove an insurmountable obstacle. 
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Abt.LXXV. — (?ti the Occurrence of Gold in the Mackenzie Country^ Canterbury. 

By Alexander McKay, of the Geological Survey Department. 

[Read before the Wellington Philoeophical Society ^ ith AugiiHy 1877.] 

It is noteworthy tliat above a certain point no workable deposits of alluvial 
gold have hitherto been discovered in the valley of the Waitaki Kiver, or in 
any of the several rivers which, making function near the south-eastoni 
comer of the Mackenzie Country, are thence in their further course known 
as tlie Waitaki Eiver. 

If the abundance of quartz in a river bed bo an indication of its 
auriferous cliaracter, some of the western tributaries of the Waitaki should 
long ere now have been famed for their rich dei)OHits of gold, but as yet the 
finds have l)een few and of little value. Not that the district has been 
neglected by x)rospcctors, for, ever since the Lindis rush, gold in the Mac- 
kenzie Country has been the dreirm of many a miner on tlio Otago gold- 
fields ; and scarcely a year passes without another attempt being made to 
discover payable gold in this district. 

Further, on tlie breaking out of the West Coast goldfields a constant 
stream of miners from the inland districts of Otago reached the Canterbury 
Plains, and so tlio West Coast by the shortest, but also the most difficult 
route, loading through the Mackenzie Country, It was thus to bo expected 
that in a country whore one class of indications were eminently favourable 
a considerable amount of prospecting should bo cax’ried on. 

The Coast was, however, too powerful a magnet to bo counteracted by 
the simple chancos of finding gold in a district where possibility was the 
only inducement hold out, and consequently we find that disappointed 
diggers returning from the West Coast were those who first applied them- 
selves to the prospecting of the Mackenzie Country, 

These, badly equipped for such an undertaking, and generally without 
sufficient means, naturally could not devote much time to the work, and 
therefore could not, under the circumstances, bring their labours to a 
satisfactory conclusion. 

This resulted in their again seeking the goldfields of Otago, where the 
favourable accounts carried by them induced others better prepared for the 
work to join them, and so, in the favourable season, prospecting parties 
made their way along most of the rivers and large creeks in the western 
part of the district. 

The severity of the winter months gonerally compelled the return of 
these expeditions with no other results than a confirmed belief in the 
auriferous character of the district ; the amount of gold obtained being 
generally very small. But though the same party seldom returned, next 
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year was anre to bring several others across the^indis Pass, one or other 
d whtoh was certain to reach as far east as the Ben Ohou Bangs, to the 
W^t of Lake Fukaki, where the changing character of the river deposits 
generally arrested them. It will thus be seen that, in the face of continued 
non*suoooss, prospecting was most persistently indulged in by numerous 
independent parties, none of which, although circumstances may have 
prevented their return, ever left without intending to return. 

The mere fact that there is much made ground (consisting of glacier 
moraines, lake and river terraces) in the district, that the river beds 
abound with quartz, or that gold in small quantities has been found, do 
not fully account for the universal belief that paying deposits of alluvial 
gold will be found. And, but for Uie existence amongst miners of a theory 
upon tliis subject, prospecting would probably have been discontinued in 
a few years after the opening of the West Coast Goldfields. 

The theory alluded to is, that as the Mackenzie Country lies to the west 
of a lino drawn from the central part of the Otago Goldfields to Hokitika 
or Oreymottth, the Mackenzie Country being to the west of this line, and 
therefore lying directly between the Otago and Westland Goldfields, must 
(the indications being favourable) bo auriferous also ; and tliis belief alone 
kept many in the field who would otherwise have left before they did. 

The above facts alone considered, the probable truth of the theory must 
bo conceded, apart from the actual occurrence of gold in the district. But 
if a map showing the geological structure of the ilistrict be examined, the 
error to which the theory leads will be at once apparent, although tliere are 
important facts connected with this subject, the details of which do not 
appear on any geological map which I have scon. 

Tlie boundary between the auriferous schists of Otago and Westland 
does, indeed, follow the water-shed of the Waitaki Valley, as shown by Dr. 
Hector in his Geological Map of Now Zealand, 1878 ; and, in a general 
sense, no auriferous rocks have been shown to exist east of the main water- 
shed in the provincial district of Canterbury, the non -auriferous character 
of the rocks at once accounting for the general scarcity of gold in the 
alluviums of the district. But from tlie plan and section which I show, it 
will be seen how much auriferous material may be brought down Uie rivers 
with but an insignificant exposure at tho surface of tlie rocks whence the 
said materials are derived. 

The summit of Mount Cook and its eastern slopes consist of slates and 
Eandstoiies which have not yet beou proved auriferous, while to a consider- 
able altitude on its western slopes auriferous rocks ai*e found. This same 
arrangement vrith some modification extends throughout the first forty 
miles of the southern continuation of the main range, the non-auriferoue 
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rocks reaching, at high levels, to the axil line of the range, but the 
numerous streams flowing west and south from thence in valleys and 
mountain gorges of great depth have in many cases removed the higher 
rooks, and now bring down the waste of the underlying auriferous schists, 
which, in the case of the Ahuriri River, is carried to its junction with the 
Waitaki, there being no lake, as in the other cases, to intercept it, 8r if 
there ever has been, it has long since been filled up. 

Tims there is a marked difference between the shingle now filling the 
river beds and that derived from the same geographical position before the 
higher rocks had been removed ; morainic accumulations, both lateral and 
terminal, being remarkably deficient in auriferous material, as are the rivers 
below tlie outfall of the lakes. 

It will thus be seen that the localities likely to yield gold in any quantity 
are those rivers and creeks the sources of which cut deep into the auriferous 
^ocks, but this being the case it is often very difficult to find gold even thou, 
as the sources of the rivers are often nothing more than a tremendous 
aggregation of fallen rocks, many of them exceeding the contents of this 
room. There is scarcely an intermediate condition between this state of 
things and an open river bed, in which a hole cannot be sunk more than a 
few feet witliout finding that the bottom cannot bo reached on account of 
water. 

Though gold is to be found in many creeks which do not expose the 
schistose rocks, and from one of these the gold now shown was obtained, 
as a rule it is otherwise. Its mode of occurrence was very peculiar, and 
deserves some notice here. It comes from the first creek above Lake 
Ohou, coming from tlio west, but gold in quantities more than a mere colour 
is confined to about a mile of its course only. It is not surprising that 
it should disappear in the flat slnngle bods near the lake, but its remark- 
able disappearance above a certain point as the creek is followed up remains 
to be explained, as tliere are o]]e or two small flats and terraces which are 
quite as likely as those in which the gold is found. 

There are two explanations of this. One is that the gold is derived 
from the destruction of an old lake terrace, cut through by the creek. But 
as this is not a solitary example of such action, why, I ask, is tliere no 
gold at the same relative point in other cases. The other explanation 
is that the gold is derived from the rocks of the neighbouring range which, 
a little above the occurrence of the gold, are composed of comparatively 
loose conglomerates which might be the matrix of the gold. Another 
solution might present itself, namely, that the gold is derived from a dyke 
of igneous rock which here crosses the creek, and is exposed over a con- 
aiderable surface of the neighbouring range, but against this is the smooth 
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water-wom character of the gold, and were it not that the conglomerates 
above mentioned are of PaJseozoic age I nhould consider that it exists in the 
said conglomerates as an alluvial gold. 


Art. LXXVI. — On the BelemnitcB found in AVir Zeafand* 

By Dr. Hector, C.M.G., F.R.S., Director of the Geological Survey. 
Plates XXII., XXm. 

[JRead before the Wellington Philosophical Society, l‘2th January, 1878,] 
Notwithstanding that our knowledge of the tnie nature and function in the 
animal economy of the singular fossils comprised in the group heUmnitidte 
is very imperfect, their importance as indicating particular zones in the 
life-development of successive epochs has been fully recognized. That they 
were the inteimal supports of soft-bodied molluscs allied to the Sepia of the 
present day is certain, but there is no organ strictly analogous to them to 
be found in the structure of any living form of cephalopod. We are there- 
fore ignorant of tho extent to which the variations in form in thQ Jbi^il 
belemnites were dependent on or correlated with important modifications in 
tho structure of the complete animal. Nevertheless those varieties are very 
constant and characteristic of tho particular geological formations in which 
they are found, so that they afford most valuable indications to the strati- 
gi'aphist. 

The Belemnitida first appear in the liassic period, and survive to the 
close of the cretaceous period. They arc divided into two genera — Belem- 
nitellay which is confined to tho chalk or upper cretaceous formations, and 
Belemnitee^ which, with tho exception of a single species (ia England at 
least), is confined to tho formations below the chalk. 

No representative of BeUunnitella, which is distinguished by a ventral 
fissure of the guard and external vascular impressions, lias yet been dis- 
covered in New Zealand, so that in the following notes attention is confined 
to tho genus Belemnites, 

In order to facilitate tho comparison of our belemnites with those des- 
cribed from other countries I reproduce tho grouping of the species adopted 
by Phillips, Mayer, and other writers on tho subject, modifying it to 
comprise the New Zealand forms. 

1. Acceli. — Club-shaped and laterally compressed, without dorsal or 
ventral grooves, but with lateral furrows. (Liassic.) 

2. Gasxroccbu.— Cylindrical with a distinct ventral groove. (Jurassic.) 
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8. Notocceli. — a, Notodphiti : Fusiform, with a dorsal groove, siphunole 
on dorsal aspect, and lateral furrows, b, Oastroslphiti: Subcylindrical, 
with siphunclo on ventral aspect, and sliort lateral grooves. (Lower 
Oretaceous.) 

Unless it be by certain forms in the liassio strata of the Hokanui and 
Kaihiku ranges of Southland of which only the largo pliragmacones have 
been preserved, the first of these groups has no species in New Zealand 
representing the Clavati of Europe. 

In the second group, which includes the sub-groups Canalmilati and 
Haatati^ there are several species found in the Piitataka formation, both in 
the North and South Islands. 

The great majority of forms found in New Zealand belong to the third 
group, but only to its second section, the first section, representing the 
Dilataii of the European neocomiau formations, not being present in our 
collection. They are very common in the Amuri series, which is equivalent 
to the lower greensand, and is remarkably rich in belemnites in a perfect 
state of preservation, but they also survive to the horizon of the upper 
greensand. 

The New Zealand forms of this subdivision are characterized by the 
absence of any ventral or dorsal grooves, by a variable form — being cylin- 
drical, hastate, or depressed — by tlie constant prcsonce of short lateral 
grooves on tlie upper part of the guai*d, and the ventral position of the 
siphunclo that traverses the septa of the phragmacone. 

There are five well-marked varieties that might be considered as speci- 
fically distinct were they not so intermixed in the same strata. I have 
referred these to M. Duval- Joave’s subdivision Giutrusiphiti of the neocoraian 
belemnites, on account of the position of the siphuucle, which is probably 
of more anatomical significance than the grooves on the external surface of 
the guard; but in the European 8X)ecics a dorsal groove is always present, 
whereas it is absent in all the belemnites I would associate in this group 
from the lower cretaceous formations of India, Australia, and New Zealand. 

Group I. — AciELi. 

1. Bdemniiea otapirienmy sp. nov. 

PI. XXII., fig 1. 

Guard unknown, being only represented by a crushed mass having a 
longitudinal fibrous structure. Phragmacone with from twenty to thiiiy 
septa, slightly elliptical in form, outline forming an angle of Siphuucle 
marginal on the major transverse axis, the septa being inserted round the 
aperture so as to form almost a continuous tube traversing the stqjta. 

This belemnite ranges through the Otapiri series (liassic) down close to 
the horizon of the Monotis bods of the Wairoa series (triassic), and though 
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it is not aotually found with MonotU^ it is associated with fossils that are 
also common to the lower triassio formation. It is near to B, dongatxa of 
the lias of Britain. 

Group n. — G astboooblx. 

A. — Ganaliculati. 

2« Belemnite9 aucklandicuB, Hauer, Novara Exp., Geol., II., 29. 

PI. XXU., fig. 2, a, b. 

According to Dr. Waagen this is very nearly the same as B, kanikotemiB 
of the lower Jurassic formations of Kutch,* and, according to Professor 
Taite, is hardly distinguishable from B. mkatm of the lower oolite of Great 
Britain. + 

Occurs in dark-coloured marly sandstones of the Putataka series, 
Waikato South Head, and also in similar strata in the Hokanui Bange, 
Southland. In the latter case it occurs in the upper part of the Putataka 
series, associated with Trigonia costata and other middle Jurassic fossils. 

8. Belemnites catlinemU^ sp. nov. 

PI. XXII., fig. 8, a, Ik 

Guard slender, suh-hastate from being constricted below the alveolus, 
and widest at the distal third of its length, where the diameter is one* 
twelfUi of the total length and half the length of the alveolus. Phragmur. 
cone acute, forming an angle of 18^, witli about 16 septa, eccontrio, the 
apex being nearer to the ventral margin. A wide groove extends along the 
ventral surface from over the alveolus, but disappears short of the apex. 
In section the guard is slightly compressed. Total length of largest 
specimen, six inches. 

In dark-coloured argillaceous sandstones, south of Gatlin Biver, Otago, 
and in the Hokanui Bange, where it is associated with Ammonites novm- 
zealandia. 

This species is very near to B, fusiformU of the lower oolite of Britain, 
and to B, gerardi of India but if faint lateral vascular markings are to 
be considered as true fmrows, as in that species, both this species and B. 
attcklandicus must be classed with the group llasiati^ in which case no 
representative of the CanaUcidati has yet been found in Now Zealand. ^ 

B. — ^Hastati. 

4. Behmnitea hochsieUeri, sp. nov. 

(?) B, aucklandiciMi var. minor^ Hauer, Novara Exp., Geol., II. 

PI. xxii., fig. 4, a, h. 

Guard symmetrical, cylindrical, short, with a sh^p conical apex. 
Diameter of guard one-eighth of the total length. Alveolus about one- 

^ Pal»ou. Indie , 187a, p 4. f Q. J. Oool Boo., XXIF., pi. 7. 

♦ Waagen, Pal. lad., 1878, p. 18. 
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fourtti of the total length* Ventral surface of guard with a broad shallow 
groove continued almost to the apex, and with distinct lateral furrows on 
the lower third* 

This species is easily recognized from B, auc/elandicus by the straight 
central axis of the guard (which is also more slender), the tapering apex, 
and the well-marked lateral furrows which are disceniible in perfect 
specimens* 

From grey oalcareouB marls with Inoceramm haastii that overlie the 
plant-beds of the Mataura series, Kawhia Harbour, and East Cape district 
of the North Island. Upper Jurassic. 

Group HI. — Notoc(Eli. 

B . — Gastrosiphiti. 

PL xxm., a-£. 

5, Beleninites auatralist Pliillips, Q. J. GeoL Soo., XXXVI., 269. 

BelemniUs lindsayit Hector, N.Z. Geol. Hep., 187B-4, xiii. 

Deep furrows on the dorsal angles of the lateral areas of the anterior 
portion of the guard extending only slightly beyond the depth of the 
alveolar cavity. Angle of the phragmacone from 20® to 80®. 

Guard sub-hastate, depressed, trigonal anteriorly, oval in section of 
middle portion, and terminating in a blunt conical point, sometimes tuber- 
cxilato at the apex. Length of guard twice tlmt of tlio i)hragmaco]ie. 

Occurs in the calcareous greensands of the Ammi scries at Amuri Bluff 
and Cape Campbell, and in the ui>por greensands overlj^lng the brown coal 
at Waipara, Green Island, Waitaki, and Mount Hamilton. 

There is no doubt, I think, that this belcmnite is the same species as 
that described by the late Professor PhiUips as a fossil from Queensland, 
but without any distinct locality or stratigraphical position being assigned 
to it. 

It is probably also identical with B. sedususy Blandford, from the 
Ootadoor group of the cretaceous formation of India.*^ 

While this species maintains the above general characters with great 
constancy, the large series of specimens which I am able to exhibit, 
upwards of sixty in number, show a wonderful variety in the form and 
proportions of the guard, even in specimens of similar size. Five distinct 
forms may be described. 

Far. a. — ^Lateral furrows short, deep, and straight. Angle of phragma- 
cono 82®. Guard slightly hastate, with a blunt apex. Alveolar cavity 
nearly half the length of the guard. 

Far. /3.— Lateral furrows long, shallow, and sinuous. Angle of the 
phragmacone 28®. Guard fusiform, depressed on dorsal surface. Apex 


* Pal. Ind., 1801, p. 5. 
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rounded and perforate. Alveolar cavity one-fourth tlio total length of tlie 
guard. 

Var, y. — Lateral furrows long and deep, and curved to the dorsal aspect. 
The length of the guard is five times that of the fifteen septa in the phi*ag- 
macone. The form of the guard is hastate, owing to the expansion of tlie 
alveolar walls and tlie tapering of the apex. 

Var. S. — Guard sub -cylindrical, and constricted at the alveolus. Lateral 
furrows short, and suddenly reflected to the dorsal aspect. Apex blunt, 
with a terminal tubercle or knob. Lengtli of alveolus one-fourth that of 
guard. 

f. — Lateral furrows sliort, deep, and bent towards Uie ventral 
aspect. Guard depressed on both dorsal and ventral surfaces. Apex sub- 
conical. Angle of the phragmaoono 25°. Septa very close, numbering 
26-80. 

The series of sections exhibited illustrate the structure of ibis bclemnito, 
and especially display the mode in which tlie central portion of the guard 
froquonily exfoliates, casting from its interior a smooth fusiform body, 
produced nnd slightly laminated in structure at the upper end, and blunt 
with a minute dcpro-ision or perforation at the lower end. The^se form the 
Aranthocomax of Miller, and have frequently been mistaken for spines of 
Ceilam. They are not formed, as lias been suggested, by the abrasion or 
weathering of the guard of the belemnito, but are due to its structural 
arrangement, which, notwitlistandiiig the ai)pearance of radiating prisms in 
tlie interior, really consists of cojicentric lamiiuo arranged in fusiform layers 
round the central axis. Iji some of the sx^eciraons the axis is seen to be an 
oi^en canal filled witli the sand of the imbc<lding matrix. This canal seems 
to be continuous with the bipliuncle that traverses the septa of the phrag- 
maoone, and to piuibrate or bo a contiiuiatiou of the conothooa, passing on 
one side of the spliorical pellet or nucleus tliat forms the apex of the 
phragmacorio. 

None of tlio varieties into which I have sub-divided Belrmnitea australU 
can be considered to have a peculiar horizon or stratigraphical distribution. 
The lower greensand in the Amnri section has boon divided as follows in 
descending order : — 

1. Black grit or car-stone. 

2. Apovrhah urnata bods. 

8. Trijonia sulcata bods. 

4. Belemnite beds. 

5. Calcareous conglomerate, 

6. Wood sands, " ^ 
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fielemnitea first appear in the calcareous conglomerate, and constitute 
the whole mass of the belemnite bedSy almost to the eKolusion of other 
fossil forms, but they continue plentiful up to the black grit, in which they 
become scarce. 

The next bed above the black giit is the boulder sand or saurian bed, 
and in tills no belemnites have been found ; but they again appear in the 
concretionary greensands, but are there represented only by the peculiar 
forms which I have shown to result from the exfoliation of the perfect 
guards, and no trace of a belemnite possessing the upper part of its guard 
or phragmacone has been discovered in any bed above the black grit. This 
disappearance of the perfect belemnites in the upper greensand strata may 
be, 1 think, accounted for by the gradual change in the nature of the matrix, 
and the accession of the same unfavourable circumstances whicli lod to the 
extinction of the race. 


Explanation op Plates. 

Plate XXH. 

Fig. 1. Belemnites otapiriensU, sp. uov. 

Fig. S. Belemnites aucklandicue^ Hauer. 
a, ventral, h, lateral aspect. 

Fig. 8. Belemnites eatlinensu^ sp. nov. 
a, lateral, h, ventral aspect. 

Fig. 4. Belemnites JiocltstetterU sp. nov. 
a. lateral, b, ventral aspect. 

Plate XXIII. 

Belemnites australis, Phillips. 

Vat, a, a', dorsal, a", lateral aspect. 
a'"', longitudinal section. 
s', transverse section of phragmacone. 
s'*. do. of guard. 

Var. fi, b'. lateral aspect, 6"'. longitudinal section. 

$*. transverse section of phragmacone. 
s”. do. of guard. 

Var. y, t* ventral, c". lateral aspect. 

b"*. longitudinal section of alveolus. 

Var, S, d', ventral aspect, d", longitudinal section, showing ex- 
foliation of the central core, d'", lateral aspect, 
s', transverse section of guard. 
s". do. of phragmacone. 

Var, e. s', dorsal, e". lateral aspect. 

e*'\ dorsal, e'^^Materal. aspect, juv. 

s', transverse section of guard. 

sf*. do. of phragmacone, juv, . 

l2 



away, and the number of households to whom it was presented^ 
varies with the abundance of food cooked that day, but there 
is a certain minimiun of people who must be thus treated 
every day. This custom is call^ VevSni (in Motu, Hiernhia), 
and as far as I have been able to ascertain it prevails among 
all the Fapuo-Melanesians. 

This Vevini food must, in the first place, be sent to the 
father’s house, in the case in which the father and son do not 
live under one roof. Then come the “own” (blood) brothers, 
and afterwards, when food is plentiful, the first paternal and 
maternal cousins and the uncle are presented with food. Of 
course, the same people return the presents to the donor in 
a corresponding degree of frequency and abundance. As a 
tule the natives, when asked to which houses they send the 
VevSni, give a definite number, which i.s usually some three to 
five, a fact which shows that normally there is a fixed number 
of people with whom the interchange of food takes place. If 
food is scarce, and both his parents dead, he gives the 
Vev6ni to his elder and younger own brothers, and to histeister. 
If he has sufiicient food he shares it with his half-brother and 
half-sister, of the same father but of different mothers. In 
cases of exceptional abundance he sends food to his paternal 
and maternal cousins (tribal brothers) in equal shares. 

Food; Raw Materials and Preparation of Food . — The 
animal food of the natives consists of game, such as pigs, 
wallabies, kangaroos, rats, bandicoots, cuscus, and various 
birds, and of fishes and shellfish. The inland Mar/i had a 
better supply of land game and the Toulon islanders had a 
greater abundance of fish, but all the villagers are both 
hunters and fishermen (see chap. iv.). Moreover, fish 
seems to be a much more easily and regularly accessible form 
of food for those natives who live near the sea than game is 
for the inland natives. Pork is derived from two sources — 
the wild boar, which is hunted, and the pigs that are bred in 
the village. The village pigs, which are the more valued, 
are killed only on the occasions of important feasts (ef. chap. 
V., sec. 3). 

Vegetable food is undoubtedly far more important in native 
households than animal food. In the Mailu district, as in all 
wet regions of Papua, the predominant vegetable food consists 
of bananas and taro, bananas occupying the first place. Of 
these there are very many kinds indigenous to the country, and 
now there are, besides, several introduced sorts. There are four 
kinds of indigenous taro and four kinds of^ams. There is 
another tuber, called in Motu Taitu, of which there are several 
Varieties. Sago grows in many places, and every village pos- 
sesses its sago swamp and coconut plantation. Nowadays the 



introduced sweet potatoes and pawpaw constitute an extremely 
important item in native housekeeping. 

The bananas are eaten ripe as a fruit, but their chief 
culinary use is to be eaten as vegetables, for which purpose 
they are used in the green, rtnripe state. They are not peel^, 
but only cleaned and their ends cut off. The taro is cleaned, 
scraped, and, when it is very bulky, chopped into large chunks. 
The same applies to the yam and Tnitu roots, and to the sweet 
potato — a recent introduction to Papuan soil. The pawpaw 
is also used green, as a vegetable, '^e scraping of the taro, 
yam, and TaUu is done with a Gypraea tigru shell (Gilna) 
cut in half and sharpened. Taro and yams are chopped into 
pieces with a pearl shell (Mdeaifrina sp. j in Mailu, OrdvaJ 
sharpened into a fine blade. The scraping of bananas is also 
performed with a shell, of which two kinds are used, one very 
small and called Ku’i’i, and the other slightly larger and 
called yiku'Vi; both are of the same shape. 



Vkgkiwmi.k and Fmi it Sckapkrs. 

Fig. 17. Ouiutf a vo^^etttble sorapor, made of the top half 
of a CypntGit ^hell, jiharpeiiod into a hliuU' at the end A, 

Fig. 18. A small, naturally sharp-edged, bivalve shell, used 
rus scraper; callcMl Kn^i'i (smaller .species) and yikaH^i (larger 
species). 


Cooking and Dishing-up. — If the food is boiled, both 
vegetable and animal foods are cooked in the same pot. There 
are three methods of cooking used by the Mailu natives; 
boiling, roasting, and baking with hot stones. 

Boiling (Ddriddri; in Motu, Nadm) is done in one of the 
large earthenware pots, which are manufactured on Toulon 
Island and in its direct colonies (Domdray Oraido^ and 
82 
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Calcite, — ^Dunedin. 

In rhombolicdral cryfitals lining an amygdaloidal cavity. The terminal 
group of rbombobedral faces (arranged in groups of three) have a bright 
lustre ; but tbe faces of tbe prism or elongated rbombobedron have drui^ 
and brown-coloured surfaces. 

Calcite, — Chalky Inlet. 

A cleavage rhombobcclron ; opaque white, but almost transparent in 
parts. 

Calcite, — Moeraki. 

From a septai‘ian ; of a yellow colour ; the under surface is studded 
with dark brown-coloured spots, which are apparently imperfectly-developed 
rhombohedral crystals. These spots are rich in iron and manganese. 
Before the blow-pipe the yellow colour is changed to black; due to the 
presence of iron. One side of the specimen is irregular, from the presence 
of bold, but imperfectly-defined scalenohedral crystals. 

Calcite. — Sunnyside, Dunedin. 

Smoky, translucent crystals of calcite, made up of the rbombobedron 
combined mth the scalenohedron. Associated with them are radiate groups 
of acicular natrolito crystals. 

Calcite. — ^Dunedin. 

The crystals are small, fairly well-developed acute rhombohedra, 
arranged together in a most beautiful little group ; the crystals are of a 
pleasing brown colour, with drusy surfaces. The calcite crystals are seated 
upon a tliin coating of natrolito, which lines tlie amygdaloidal cavity. On 
tbe brown rosette of calcite is seated, in turn, a pretty little group of clear 
transparent crystals of some zeolite, apparently skolezite. 

Calcite. — Dunedin. 

In pale yellow transparent rhombohedral crystals ; lining a cavity. 

Calcite. — ^Dunedin. 

Similar to the above. 

Calcite. — Dunedin. 

In small white rhombohedral crystals, seated on a pale brown-coloured 
calcite, Uning an amygdaloidal cavity. 

Calcite. — Dunedin. 

Group of fairly well-developed rhombohedral crystals ; pale greenish 
tint, translucent. 

Calcite. — Sunnyside, Dunedin. 

Small brown translucent crystals, consisting of the scalenohedron and 
rbombobedron combined; associated with one of the zeolites. The zeolite 
fuses easily to a clear glass, without intumescence. 
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Calcite , — Dunedin. 

In brown transparent crystals, made up of similar forms to the last. 
Lustre vitreous. Associated with the calcite are radiate groups of natrolite 
dl^stals, and both are seated upon a pale blue-coloured film of a minutely 
crystallized zeolite, which has some of the characters of gismondine. 

Calcite, — ^Dunedin. 

In group of translucent pale green-coloured crystals, lining an amyg- 
daloidal cavity. 

Calcite, — ^Dunedin. 

A group of brown imperfectly-doveloped crystals. 

Calcite, — ^Dunedin. 

In radiate groups of small crystals, composed of the scalenohodron and 
rhombohedron combined ; well developed, although almost microscopic in 
size. 

Translucent; lustre vitreous; in amygdaloidal cavity. There is also 
present in the specimen a cast or impression of a radiate group of acicular 
arragonite crystals. 

Caldte, — ^Dunedin. 

A group of clear, transparent, and colourless ciystals, with vitreous 
lustre. The forms are fiattened elongated rhombohedra, which penetrate 
right across the cavity and abut against the opposite side. 

Calcite, — ^Dunedin. 

A radiated group of crystals consisting of the scalenohedron and 
rhombohedron combined. 

A rragonite,^ — Dunedin . 

Filling amygdaloidal cavities in basalt. 

A rragon ite, — Caver sham . 

Long blade-like prisms in an amygdaloidal cavity lined with the zeolite 
natrolite. 

Arragonite, — Dunedin. 

In radiate rhombic prisms of a pale pink colour, with vitreous lustre. 
The cavity is lined with small rhombohedral crystals of pale yellow odcite. 

A rragonite, — ^Dunedin. 

Beautiful rosettes of pale yellow-coloured prisms with vitreous lustre. 
The under portions are much charged with iron, and m consequence 
present a brown colour. Presented by Captain Fraser. 

Selenite.f — Moeraki. 

A clear and transparent form of gypsum, (i.c., hydrous calcium sul- 
phate=Ca BO 4 , 2Hj,0) ; roughly crystallized; valuable for the preparation 
of various cements, 

• Bep. K.Z. £xh., 1865, p. 487. f Bep. N.Z. Exh., 1865, p. 488, 487. 
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Gypsum or Selenite. — Awamoko. 

In thin roughly crystallized plates, mixed with black shaly matter. 

Gypsum , — White Island. ♦ 

Associated with sulphur in thin columnar crystals somewhat inter- 
lacing ; opaque white ; somewhat fibrous in structure. 


Gypsum, — ^Wakatipu. 

A white, opaque, mammillated incrusting mass, from a cave at Mr. 
Nicholas’, Lake Wakatipu. 


Vivianite,\ 


A small rolled nodule of a dull blue colour, and earthy appearance ; 
breaks with a flat conchoidal fracture; hardnoss=8; streak pale blue; 
almost entirely soluble in acid. 

Analysis. 


HygroBOOpio moisture . . 
Combined water . . 

Iron protoxide . . 

„ Besquioxide «. 
Phospborio acid . . 


8*017 or loss at 100° 0. 


21*425 by difference 


28*177 

16*863 

81*018 


Soluble in hydrocblorio acid 


100*000 (Liversidge). 


Quartz, — Hendon. 

White vein quartz, with clear transparent crystals on one surface made 
up of the hexagonal prism combined with the pyramid. (<» p, mP.) 

Quartz, — Milford Sound. 

Translucent white, much fissured, and in consequence almost granular 
in structure. 

Chalcedony.— 'HooxM. . 

Massive ; bluish-grey colour ; translucent, with small quartz crystals in 
the cavities. 

Chalcedony , — Otopopo , 

Mammillatod ; translucent ; grey with yellow patches. 

Agate . — Mount Charles, Otago. 

A mixture of grey chalcedony and quartz crystals stained with a little 
hydrated sesquioxide of iron. 

Flint, — Moeraki. 

Grey, with brown and dark blue-grey streaks, fissured; conchoidal 
fracture ; pitted on the weathered surface, which is grey in colour. 

Chert , — Amuri Bluff. 

Somewhat chalky appearance, exhibiting bluish and yellowish tints ; 
white in parts. Hardness about 6*6. Effervesces with hydrochloric acid. 


♦ Trans. N.Z. lust., Ill, 280. 


t IWp. N.Z. Exb., 1806, p. 486. 
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Chert . — ^Waihola* 

Of the colour of yellow-ochre; cavities lined with bluish-coloured quartz 
and chalcedony ? The translucent grey portions, when heated in a closed 
tube, decrepitate somewhat, give off water, a slight white sublimate and 
fumes of sulphurous acid ; does not blacken ; the ochre-coloured portions 
give off water, a slight sublimate similar to the last is formed, and an 
empyreumatic odour is evolved ; the residue blackens (but finally burns to 
a reddish-brown, due to the presence of iron oxide), and the condensed 
water has a strongly alkaline reaction, all of which tend to indicate that 
organic matter is present. The hardness of the ochre-coloured part is 
greater than that of tlie grey portion, the former being about 6-6, and the 
latter not more than about 5*5. 

The blue-grey portion appears to be a film of chalcedony (or hyalite) 
coating small and imperfect quartz crystals. 

Cam elian . — Coromandel. 

Two specimens of reddish-brown carnelian or chalcedony, but wanting 
purity of colour and translucency. 

Carnelian, — Coromandel. 

Colourless, transparent carnelian. 

Hardness only about 5*5. Heated in closed tube the 8i>ecimen gives off 
a trace of water, having an alkaline reaction, and evolves a faint empyreu- 
matic odour ; oonchoidal fractm*e with vitreous lustre. 

Flint, — Tapanui. 

A brown-coloured water- worn nodule, closely resembling the fiint from 
the chalk of England. 

Flint, — Wangarei Heads, 

Water-worn nodule, variegated grey and white colour*, somewhat 
fissured. Unlike the chert from Amuri Bluff it does not effervesce with 
acids. 

Chert , — Otago. 

Of a pale green colour. 

Chert. — Otago. 

Possessing an impure lavender colour. 

Jasper . — Clutha. 

Portion of a waterworn nodule, sliced and polished ; of a pale green 
colour, streaked with darker shades ; fissured, showing “ faults which are 
made plainly visible by the bauds of darker colour. 

Oreen Jasper . — Moeraki. 

Variegated with reddish-brown streaks; a little chalcedony on one 
surface. The green colour is mainly due to the presence of protoxide of 
iron ; there is also manganese present in small quantity. On heating in a 
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closed tube it decrepitates slightly, blackens and gives off water having an 
alkaline reaction ; there is also a slight empyreumatio odour evolved. 

Pitch Opal. — Dunstan. 

Brown, variegated, light and dark shades. Hardness about 0. When 
heated in closed tube gives off water, blackens and emits empyreumatio 
odour; the condensed water has an acid reaction, and on evaporation 
leaves a carbonaceous residue which blackens on ignition ; breaks with a 
woU-markod conclioidal fracture. Contains iron. 

Opal Jasper. — Near Dunedin. 

A prettily marked ornamental stone, the predominant colours bieng red- 
brown, blue-grey, and opal- white. Hardness about 6. 

Hyalite. — Bell Hill, Dunedin. 

Mammillated, colourless ; opaque white in part, lining cavity in vesicular 
grey trachyte. 

Quartzite. 

An altered or metamorphosed sandstone, containing fragment of fossil. 

Siliceous Sinter. — Hot Springs, Waikato. 

In stalactitic forms ; opaque white ; somewhat tender and friable ; when 
heated in closed tube, gives off water having a neutral or but faintly 
acid reaction, also emits a slight empyreumatio odour; cracks and breaks up 
into small fragments. This deposit, in common with other similar ones, 
does not consist of pure silica; but contains some alumina, iron, lime, 
alkalies, etc. 

Jasper. — Clutha, Dunstan. 

Boiled nodule, dark reddish brown with veins of white quartz. 

J asper, — Clutha. 

Very impure. 

Hornblende.^ — ^Lako MoKerrow. 

Massive ; cleavage planes fairly well marked, 

Homhlmde. — ^West Coast. 

Massive ; large confused crystals ; greenish-black colour. 

Homhlc}ide . — Eakanui Mountains. 

Fragment of a large crystal ; well-marked Cleavage planes ; black. 

Hornblende. — Dun Mountain. 

Labelled “amorphous hornblende,” shows a jointed structure; breaks 
with a subconchoidal fracture ; has a somewhat greasy feel like serpentine. 

Diallage. — Lake McKerrow. 

Foliated and confused masses of crystals; colour green; lustre not well- 
marked. 


Bop. K.Z. £«h., 1865, p. 488. 
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Hornblende.— Dunedin. 

Portion of an embedded crystal. 

Diallage, — Don Mountain. 

In largo confused crystals, with well-marked lamellar structure. 

Ilypersthene, — Warp Point, Eaduku Biver. 

In small confused dark green-coloured crystals. 

Chloritic SchieU — Deep Creek, Eakapo Lake. 

Composed of green-coloured chlorite in part, passiug into fibrous, wavy, 
and interlacing crystals of hornblende. 

Olivine.^ — ^Dunedin. 

Brown-coloured embedded grains, possessing a green shade ; fragmentary 
or imperfectly-developed crystals. 

Steatite. — Nelson. 

Massive, with somewhat foliated structure ; greenish in colour. Bhould 
be of commercial value for the manufacture of gas-burners, the preparation 
of French chalk, eto.t 

Serpentine. — ^Windley Crook. 

Massive ; of a dull green colour ; translucent. This is the mineral 
serpentine, and not the rock which is known by that name. 

MarnioUte,\ — ^Anita Bay. 

A foliated form of serpentine, which resembles nephrite (the mineral 
known as jade or greenstone, the pounamu of the Maoris) in some 
respects ; it is, however, at once distinguished by its softness. 

Green in colour, and possesses a hardness of about 4. 

MarmoUte (Steatite?). 

Pale green folia, on serpentine, containing hypersthene ; greasy feel ; 
hardness about 8*6 ; rather brittle. 

Chloropal. — Presented by Captain Fraser. 

Of a yellowish-green colour ; somewhat foliated cone-in-cone structure ; 
sectile ; soft ; easily polished, even by rubbing with the thumb ; adheres 
slightly to tongue: when immersed in water gives off air-bubbles, and 
becomes translucent. 

Before the blow-pipe does not decrepitate ; blackens immediately, and 
fuses with difBiculty in thin edges, with slight intumescence, to a black 
glassy slag. 

Mica (Muscovite). — Charleston, West Coast. 

In large plates ; brown with greenish shades and metallic lustre. 

* Contoina ohromiom, Hep. N.Z. £xh., p. 413. f Geol. lleporta. 

{ Bep. K.Z. £xh., 1865, p. 412. g Bep. B.Z. Bih., 1865, p. 412. 
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Analjiii. 


Silica 

a a 

a a a a 

.. 45-007 

Iron sesquiozide . . 

a a 

a a a a 

.. 4*188 

Alumina . . 

a a 

a a a a 

.. 87-144 

Potash 

a • 

a a a a 

.. 10-049 

liime • . . . 

a a 

a a a a 

-517 

Magnesia 

.. 

a a a a 

. . 1-286 

Undetermined constituents, water, soda, etc. . . 

.. 1-859 


100*000 (liivewldge). 

‘ Presented by Mr, 0. H. Hardy. 

Mica. — ^Dusky Bay. 

In medium-sized plates; brown in colour; associated with quartz and 
a little decomposed garnet. 

Felspar (Albite)* — George Sound. 

Fairly well-marked cleavage planes, white, small red stains on weathered 
surface ; fuses more easily than orthoolase. 

Orthoclase. — ^Paterson Inlet. 

Massive, presenting large cleavage planes, of the ordinary pale pink- 
brown tint. Attached to one end of specimen is some graphic granite or 
pegmatite. 

Presented by Mr. Kinnear. 

Orthoclase. — Cooper Bay. 

Similar to tlie last. 

Presented by Mr. Kinnear. 

Orthoclase, — Cooper Bay. 

Rolled specimens, contain embedded quartz crystals. 

Oranite. — Milford Sound. 

Labelled *<lithia mica.f" 

A mixture of white felspar and black mica. No lithia could be detected 
in this specimen ; botli tlie mica and felspar appeared to be free from it, 
according to qualitative tests ; tlierefore, to make doubly sure, the aUcalies 
in both the mica and the felspar were separated and again examined 
for lithium, but with negative results. 

Alkalies in the Mica. 

Potash *• •• .* .. .. 8*B23 

8oda .. .. .. •* •• 2-186 

5*989 per cent. (liivarsidge). 


* Bep. N.Z. Exh., 1865, 487. 

t Lithia miea occurs in marble at Thomson Bound. Bep. N.Z. Ezh., 1865, 487. 
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The mica was not perfectly pure ; it was found difficult to separate it 
completely from the other constituents of the rock; the difficulty was 
mainly due to the smallness of the quantity at my disposal. 

Alkalies in Felspar (Albitd). 

Potash .• •• .. .. 1*071 

Soda •« •• .. •• •• d'SOO 

6*661 per cent. (Liversidge). 

OanxeL — Breaksea Sound. 

An embedded crystal (the rhombic dodecahedron) broken across. Tlie 
matrix is syenite, having the wavy foliated structure of gneiss. Imme- 
diately around the garnet the hornblende is almost entirely absent, which 
causes that part of the matrix to be much lighter in colour, and conse- 
quently the garnet is shown up to much greater advantage. 

It is highly probable tliat the hornblende and garnet are not very 
dissimilar in chemical composition, and that when the rock underwent 
metamorphism, and its constituents were free to re-arrange themselves, 
the garnet “ nucleus,’’ or centre of crystallization, had the power to abstract 
and build up certain of tlie rock constituents which would have other- 
wise assumed the form of hornblende. Hence the probable reason of 
the absence of hornblende in tlie immediate neighbourhood of the garnet. 
It would be very interesting to put this suggestion to the proof by chemical 
analysis, should additional specimens be obtainable. 

Limestone ,^ — Crooked Arm, West Coast. — (Labelled “ Cipillino.”) 

A white saccharoid limestone or marble, containing small crystals of 
brown mica, a little quartz, and a few scales of graphite. 

The variety of marble known as cipillino contains talc or chlorite, hence 
it is marked by green-coloured streaks and veins. 

This specimen cannot tlierefore bo classified with it. 


AnalysiB. 

Carbonic acid . . . . • . • . , . 38*284 

Iron ficsquioxidc and alnmina . . . . , . 1*258 

Ijimo .. .. •• •• •• .. 48*269 

Magnesia .. .. .. .. .. *402 

Mica, silica, etc, insoluble in acid . • • • • . 9*459 

Undetermined constituents «. .. 2*833 


100 000 (Liwsidge). 

llaUoysiteA — Water of Leitli, Dunedin. 

An opaque white earthy substance, soft and soapy ; associated with it is 
a little black halloysite ; when immersed in water it gives off air bubbles 

* Iteport West Coast Expedition, Otago (iazeile, 1863, 450. 
t Bep. N.Z. Exh., 1665, 488. 
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rapidly, accompanied by a singing sound ; falls to pieces, and becomes 
translucent on the thin edges ; breaks with a conchoidal fracture ; adheres 
strongly to the tongue ; yields to the thumb nail and affords a shining 
streak ; possesses an earthy smell. 

Schrotterite ? — Malvern Hills. (Labelled ** Finite.'*) 

In rounded waxJike masses, filling the cavities of an amygdaloidal 
trachyte (?) rook, and as a mammillated incrustation upon its surface ; 
green, grey, and white ; hardness about 8*5 ; streak white, rather tough ; 
breaks into more or less conchoidal flakes; translucent; waxy lustre. 
Before the blow-pipe it becomes white and opaque, and much harder (thus 
differing from the ordinary behaviour of both pinite and allophane), intu- 
mesces slightly, and tinges the flame green ; affords deep blue when ignited 
with cobalt nitrate ; does not gelatinize with hydrochloric acid, but granular 
silica is thrown down ; gives off much water when heated in closed tubes. 

Zeolites.* 

Kairolite. — Sunnyside, Dunedin. 

In radiated tufts of white acicular crystals, and coating a homisphorical 
concretion of ferruginous calcite. 

Presented by Mr. D. Millar. 

NatrolUe. 

In beautiful radiated tufts of acicular crystals. 

NatroUte . — Dunedin. 

NatwUte. — Dunedin. 

Natrolite. — Dunedin. 

Associated with an incrustation of sidorite or iron carbonate. 

NatrolUe* — Dunedin . 

Compact form, exhibiting radiate structure ; lining amygdaloidal cavi- 
ties in basalt. 

NatrolUe * — Dunedin . 

Forming a thin investing coating on interior of amygdaloidal cavity. 

SiUhite ? — Dunedin. 

In the cavities of these specimens are minute detached crystals of one 
of the zeolites. The form appears to be tliat of the rhombic prism capped 
with the pyramid; tliis is a combination often assumed by stilbite, and in 
addition the little crystals possess a very high lustre, not unlike that of 
stilbite ; moreover, they behave like that mineral before the blow-pipe, hence 
they probably belong to the same species. 

Not sufficient to permit an analysis to be made without destroying the 
specimens completely. 


Bep. N.Z. Exb., 1865, p. 4S8. 
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Mbtaluferous Minerals. 

Platinum,* — Southland. 

In the form of small flattened grains. 

On account of the smallnesflipf the specimen, I did not think it advisable 
to use any portion of it for chemical examination ; and, moreover, Professor 
Black has published the results of his examination of a sample from the 
Bluff, which is apparently very similar to tliis specimen. 

He states — “ It consisted of from 85 to 42 per cent, of platinum (black 
or magnetic oxide of iron not estimated), and an alloy of platinum, 
osmium, and iridium.” — Vide Geology of Otago, p. 149. 

Auriferous Quartz. — Taieri Goldfield. 

From the prospectors* reef in a gully leading into Frazer’s Gully. 
Thickness of reef, B feet. 

Contains visible gold. 

Auriferous QuaHz. — ^Adelaide Reef, Taieri. 

Vein-quartz, stained with iron oxide. But a small quantity of visible 
gold present. 

Auriferous Quartz. — ^Adelaide Beef, Taieri. 

White vein-quartz. 

Auriferous Quartz. — Blacksmith’s Gully. 

Vein -quartz, containing visible gold ; from surface. 

Aunferous Quartz. — Sorensin’s Old Reef, Skippers. 

Of a bluish colour, rich in visible gold. 

Auriferous Qmrtz. — Nevis River. 

Four specimens of more or less crystallized quartz. 

Aunferous Quartz. — Serpentine River. 

Contains a small quantity of visible gold. 

Auriferous Qua^z. — Pleasant River. 

Contains visible gold, especially near the talcose vein. 

Auriferous Quartz , — ^Adelaide Reef. 

Two specimens, containing but a small quantity of visible gold. 

Aurifet'ous Quartz . — Hendon Reef. 

Brownish-coloured hornstone-like quartz, marked with grey streaks; 
contains visible gold. 

Aunferous Cement. — Tuapeka (from the Blue Spur.) 

A mass of quartz, schistose, and other pebbles, mixed with much water- 
worn shotty gold, cemented together by a chloritio base. 

Presented by Mr. Nichol. 


ith Lab. Hep., 18C1S No. 486. 
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Native Mercury, — Tokomairiro. 

In the form of minute globules, mainly more or less hidden away in the 
crevices. The dark veins contain, in addition to mercury, both copper and 
sulphur. 

Cinnabar. — 'Vmpori. 

In the form of rolled fragments, which show traces of crystallization in 
the cavities. A very rich and highly valuable ore of mercury. 

Cinnabar. — Bay of Islands. 

Eartliy and associated with petroleum. 

Native Copper. — Moke Creek. Presented by Mr. J. S. Worthington. 

Boiled nodule, somewhat cavernous, more or less coated with cuprite 
(the red oxide) and malachite (hydrous gi*een carbonate of copper) ; asso- 
ciated with them are adherent fragments of quartz evidently a portion of 
the veinstuff. 

Cuprite. \ — Dun Mountain. 

Impure, coated in part with green carbonate of copper. When pure 
this ore contains 88*6 per cent, of metallic copper. 

Bornite. — Dimstan. 

In micaceous quartz with a somewhat schistose structure, mixed with a 
little common copper pyi'ites and green carbonate. One portion is from a 
rolled nodule. This variety of copper pyrites, when pure, contains about 
70*1 per cent, metallic copper. 

Chrysocolla. — Nelson . 

A specimen of the impure green hydrated silicate of copper. 

Chakopyrite . — Moke Creek. 

The common variety of copper pyrites. 

MUpickel. — Collingwood , N elson. 

In small but fairly well-formed crystals. This mineral is an arsenical 
sulphide of iron. 

Antinwnite.l — Union Jack Beef, Mullocky Gully. 

Massive crystallized sulphide of antimony, associated with cervantite, 
the yellow oxide of antimony, and some quartz. 

Wad .^ — Thames Goldfield. 

An impure earthy form of manganese binoxide ; associated with quartz. 

Rhodonite , || — Dunstan. 

A massive form of the silicate of manganese, mixed with a little bin- 
oxide of manganese. This mineral forms a very beautiful ornamental 
stone when cut and polished. 

•Rep. N. Z. Exh.. 18G5, p. 404. f And othurB,Rop. N. Z. Rxh., p. 405. 
t R<»p. N.Z. Exh., p. 404. S Geol. Reports, 1870, p. 87. H Rep. N.Z. £xh., p. 418. 
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Scheelite.^ — ^Blackburn. 

A massiye specimen of oaloinm tungstate in rolled nodules ; contains a 
little quartz. 

Ucheelite. — Lake Wakatipu. 

Very much the same as the last. 

Galena, — Tokomairiro. 

This is the common ore of lead, a compound of lead and sulphur; 
associated with quartz. 

Presented by Mr. Oillies. 

Galena, t — ^Wangapeka. 

Boiled nodule of quartz, containing veins of galena. 

Galena, — Nelson. 

Associated with quartz. 

Magnetite, J — Dunstan . 

A rolled nodule of the magnetic oxide of iron (Fe 3 O 4 ), containing 
quartz. 

Magnetite, — Maori Point, Shotover. 

Massive, with a granular structure. Stained with green carbonate of 
copper. 

Magtietic Iron Sami, — Awamoko Creek, Marawhenua Goldfield. 

The specimen consists x>rincipally of roiled grains of magnetite and of 
titaniferous iron ; associated with them are a few zircons (hyacinth), a little 
gold, brown hematite, a little quartz sa^d, and pieces of iron from tools. 

Magnetite, — N elson , 

Massive, impure ; stained in places with green carbonate of copper. 
Associated with it is a compound silicate of iron, lime, magnesia, potash, 
and soda. 

Specular Hematite, — ^Longwood Mountains. 

In small lamellar and granular masses, embedded in quartz. 

lied Hematite, — D’Urville Island. 

Massive ; of very good quality. 

Bed Hematite, — Horseshoe Bush. 

A botryoidal conercLion of sand, cemented together by red oxide of iron. 

Brown Hematite, — Dunstan. 

A hollow nodule of the variety of iron ore known as limonite. Of 
very good quality ; when fairly pure this ore contains some 55 per cent, of 
metallic iron ; the red variety of hematite may contain as much as 70 per 
cent. ; and magnetite, which is the richest, may yield 72 per cent, of iron. 

♦ Bep.^Z. Exh., p. 414. f 6th Lab. Bep., 1870, No. 886. 

\ and others, Bep. N.Z. Exh., 1665, p. 407. 
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Metallio iron. 

When obemioally pure, Brown Hematite oontains ... 59*89 

,, „ Bed „ „ ... 70*08 

„ „ „ Magnetite „ „ ... 72*40 

Brown Hematite, — Lansdowne, Port Molyneux. 

Exhibiting a concretionary and cavernous structure. Labelled 66 per 
cent, of iron, 

Siderite, * — Dunedin . 

Groups of small brown-coloured rhombohcdral crystals of the carbonate 
of iron ; the rhombohedra are piled up into little columns. Lining cavity 
in basalt. 

Magnesian Tranatone, — Clutha. 

A rolled nodule. Hardness about 0; tough; somewhat splintery 
fracture. Contains some manganese. Effervesces slightly with boiling 
hydrochloric acid. 

Dendntic Iron Markings, — North-East Valley. 

Presented by Mr. R. Hempseod. 

Chromite, — Moke Creek, Queenstown. 

Of rich quality ; granular in structure ; incrusted in part with chrome 
ochre. 

Chromite, — Dun Mountain. 

Of rich quality ; granular structure ; attached on one side is a little 
serpentine. 

Chromite, j; — Milford Sound, 

Rich quality ; a rolled nodule ; granular structure ; associated with a 
little steatite. 

Iron Pyntes, — Shotover. 

In well-developed cubes, embedded in chlorite schist. 

Iron VyHtee, — Maori Point, Wakatipu. 

In large cubes embedded in a similar chlorite schist to the above. 

Native silver, — Kawaru. 

Small specimen ; tarnished with (Ag^ B) coating of sulphide. 

N.B. — (Should have followed native platinum.) 

Presented by Dr. Alexander. 

Miscellaneous. 

Quartdie in Basalt, — ^Near Mount Livingstone. 

An angular fragment of quartzite, embedded in a porphyritic basalt. 

To deteimine whether the enclosed fragment consisted of pure silica, 
the following«estimates were made : — 

Silica .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 66'030 

Besquioxidea of iron and alumina . . . . . , 4*87B 

* Bep. N.Z. Exh., p. 436. 


t Bep. N.Z. Exh., p. 410. 
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From wliioh it will appear that the enclosed fragment cannot be regarded 
as quartz but rather as quartzite ; it is probably a portion of some sedimen- 
tary rook which has been metamorphosed by the action of the fluid basalt. 

TaranakUe* — ^Taranaki. 


Abt. LXXVin. — Analyses of a Bock Specitnen from New Zealand^ showing 
the Junction between Granite and Slate, By Archibald Lxversidoe, 
Professor of Geology and Mineralogy in the University of Sydney. 
Oommunicated by Professor Hutton. 

[Head before the Otago Institute^ Sth Noventbert 1877.] 

I AM indebted to the kindness of Capt. Hutton, F.G.S., Director of the 
Museum, Dunedin, for an opportunity to examine this most interesting 
specimen; although the dimensions of the specimen were originally only 
about one and a-half inches by one and three-quarters, and perhaps one 
inch in thickness, yet one-half of tlie specimen consisted of a fine-grained 
greenish grey-coloured slate, while the remaining portion was made up of a 
nearly white granite, possessing well-defined characteristics ; the crystals 
of orthoclase felspar are fairly well-defined and exhibit comparatively large 
cleavage planes ; the mica and quartz are also distinctly developed ; even 
in so small a fragment the granite does not merge so insensibly into the 
slate as we might naturally expect, but the two are joined along a com- 
paratively well-defined line of junction. 

The following analytical results, which are each the mean of two 
analyses, show the differences in the chemical composition between the 
granite and slate portions of the specimen. 


Analysis of the Granite, 


Moisture driven off at 105*" 0, 

• • 




.287 

Silica .. 


• • 




66 006 

Alumina 






17*871 

Iron sosquioxide 






8*237 

„ protoxide . . 






•872 

Phosphoric acid 






absent 

Manganese protoxide 






•393 

Lime . • 


• « 




2*146 

Magnesia 


• • 




•725 

Potash 


4 4 




8*294 

Soda • . . • 


• e 




8*809 

Oarbonio acid . . 


• « 




traces 

Undetermined constituents and loss 

Speeifle gravity zz 2*619. 


• • 

* • 

1*861 

100-000 


« Bep. K.Z. Exh., 1805, p. 428. 
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AnaiyiU of the Staie, 


Moisture driven off at 0. 

*9 

* • 

# • 

4. *475 

* Water lost at a rei heat 


• • 

• • 

.. 8*148 

Silica • • • » 

• • 

f 

• a 

• m 

.. 52*269 

Alumina •# •• 

• • 

« • 

• ■ 

.. 20*724 

Iron sesquioxide • • 

• • 

• • 

• e 

.. 2*207 

„ protoxide .. 

• • 


• e 

.. 6*094 

Phosphoric acid. • •• 

• • 

« . 

e e 

. . absent 

Manganese protoxide 

• « 

• • 

e e 

.. 1*727 

lEdme t • • • • • 

• • 

• • 

a • 

.. 2*9d4 

Magnesia .. •• 

• « 

. • 

• e 

.. 4*199 

Potash • * 

« « 

. • 

• e 

.. 4*868 

Soda .4 • . .4 

. . 

• . 

e e 

.. 8*072 

Carbonic acid • . • • 

SpeciSo gravity 2*718. 

. . 


a • 

.. traoM 

100-987 


It will bd at once observed that there is far less silica in the slaty portion 
Uian in the granitic, and that the bases have undergone a oorrosponding 
increase in their amounts ; this is most noticeable in the percentage of iron, 
aliimina, manganese, and magnesia. The increase in the proportions of the 
bases present has been accompanied by a rise in the specific gravity of tlie 
slaty portion. 

Note. — This speeimen was obtidned by myself in Isthmus Sound, Preservation 
Inlet. See “ Geology of Otago,’* Dunedin, 1876, p, 4^.— F. W. H. 


This was estimated by direct weighing in a calcium chloride drying^tabe. 
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NEW ZEALAND INSTITUTE 


Ninth Annual Report, 1870-7. 

Since tlie last annual report, meetings of the Board were held on the 
following dates : — 19th September, and 19th December, 1876 ; 17th May, 
and 0th July, 1877. 

The following members of tho Board retired in conformity with the 
sixth clause of the Act, and wore on the llth January, 1877, re-appointed 
by His Excellency tlie Governor — viz., the Hon. Mr. Waterhouse, the Hon. 
Mr. Stafford, and Dr. Hector. 

The elected Governors by the Incorporated Societies, in accordance with 
clause 7, were Mr. J. 0. Crawford, Mr. J. T. Thomson, and Mr. T. Kirk. 

Under Statute IV, of the Rules of the Institute, tho under-mentioned 
were elected honorary members of the New Zealand Institute : The Rev. 
W. B. Clarke, M.A., F.R.S. ; Professor Ethexidgo, P.R.S. ; and Dr. S. 
Berggren. 

Tho roll of the Institute now numbers as follows: — 


Honorary members 

26 

Ordinary Members. 


Wellington Philosophical Society 

221 

Auckland Institute 

286 

Philosophical Institute of Canterbury 

96 

Otago Institute 

281 

Nelson Association 

60 

Westland Institute 

76 

Hawke Bay Pliilosophical Institute 

69 

Total ... 

... 1,066 


Copies of Yol. IX. have been as usual distributed to the members and 
in accordance with the free list appended to the volume, the edition having 
been increased from 1,000 to 1,250 volumes to meet the increased demand. 

The publication of the volume for 1876 (IX.) was commenced in 
December of that year, but owing to the large increase in the number of 
original articles, and also to the fact of an additional number of papers 
being sent in when the volume was considerably advanced, it was not com- 
pleted until the end of May, 1877. 
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Proceedings. 


The late date at which some papers reached the Editor also preyented 
the thorough classification of the contents of the yolome ; and it would 
greatly facilitate publication if future communications to the different 


affiliated societies were 

forwarded to the Manager of the Inatitate im- 

mediately after they have been read before the society. 


It may be stated, in 

illustration of the necessity for such a practice 

being adopted, that when the printing of Yol. IX. was began the amonnt 
of mannscript in hand would not have made more than 200 pages. 

The ninth volume is 

the most volaminous of any hitherto issned, con- 

taining no less than 06 articles, 80 plates, and 724 pages of letter-press. 

As compared with last year’s issuo, the sections 

of the work are as 

under : — 

1877. 

1876. 

Miscellaneous 

... ... 816 pages. 

179 pages. 

Zoology ... 

178 „ 

181 „ 

Botany ... 

61 „ 

81 „ 

Chemistry 

7 „ 

20 „ 

Geology ... 

42 „ 

89 „ 

Proceedings 

62 „ 

60 „ 

Appendix ... 

; 68 „ 

21 „ 


724 

471 


The Transactions only were published in the first issue of bound 
volumes. A second part, containing the Proceedings of the various Incor- 
porated Societies, is now printed. 

During the past year tlie Governors have had kn analytical index pre- 
pared, embracing the first eight volumes of the Transactions, which will be 
issued to members at cost price. 

The following volumes are now on hand ; — ^Vol. I,, second edition, 640 ; 
Vol. n., 8 ; Vol. III., 8 ; Vol. IV., 8 ; Vol. V., 76 ; Vol. VI., 60 ; Vol. VH., 
200; Vol. VIII, 28 ; and of Vol. IX., after distribution to members of the 
Institute, 160 copies. 

The Honorary Treasurer's statement of the accounts of the Institute is 
appended, and shows that there is a balance to the credit of the Institute of 
£128 98. 4d. 

The progress reports of the various departments under the Manager are 
also attached. 

Tlie library of the Institute has received upwards of 400 volumes by gift 
during the past year. 

JxMEs Hbctor, Manager* 

Approved by the Board, 

Normanbv, President. 20th August, 1877* 
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Museum. 

From tho 9th July, 1876, to Oie present date, 14,600 visitors have 
entered their names in the book kept in the Museum-hall for that purpose. 

There have been 41,159 specimens received into the Museum during 
1876-77, 12,169 of wliich are specimens collected by officers of the Geolo- 
gical Survey Staff. 

Herbarium , — The Herbarium has undergone little change since last 
report j specimens of several local plants have been added by the depart- 
ment, and a oollectiou containing 40 specimens of South Island species 
has been presented by Captain Campbell- Walker, of the Forest Depart* 
tnent, through Mr. T. Kirk. 

The presentation, referred to in last report, by the Trustees of tho 
British Museum, arrived during the year in good condition, containing 
about 28,000 species of European and other plants, but, owing to the want 
of a suitable place where they can be conveniently referred to, they still 
remain unpacked. 

In connection with the Herbarium Department, a collection of seeds 
and products, including a large number of pine cones, have been arranged 
in the north gallery of the Museum, classified in their natural orders and 
named. 

During the year about 60 plates have been hthographed, including the 
illustrations for Vol. IX. of the Transactions of the New Zealand Institute. 
Sixty maps and sections have been prepared for the Geological Survey 
Beports ; and the first part of a descriptive work on the Grasses of New 
Zealand, containing 10 folio ijlatos and letter-press, has been prepared by 
Mr. John Buchanan, F.L.S., Botanist and Draughtsman to the Geolo- 
gical Survey Department. 

Natural Ilistonj Collections , — The show-cases ordered in London, and 
those received from the Philadelphia Exliibition, have now been placed in 
the Museum, and additional accommodation for the display of specimens 
has been gained by the erection of wall cases round the whole extent of tho 
gallery. The contents of the Museum are now set out on a general idan, 
although the minute arrangement and .cataloguing of the specimens is far 
from complete. It is intended that the central pai t of the hall should bo 
devoted to general typical and foreign collections ; the north wing to the 
illustration of the natural history of New Zealand, zoology on the ground 
floor, and botany in the gallery; while the whole of the south wing is 
devoted to the collections made in tho course of the geological survey of 
the colony. ^ 

A new edition of the Catalogue of the Museum, wliich will be framed on 
the complete prospective arrangement, is in preparation. 
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MammaHa , — No important addition has boon made to tbis section of 
the ooUeotions, only 84 new spooimens haying been received, from the 
Smithsonian Institute, U.S. of America. A considerable number of skins 
and skeletons received from England, and included in last year's return^ 
are still unmounted. 

The preparations of the Cetacea have been examined and rearranged, 
and several large skeletons mounted, among tliem is that of the groat 
rorqual (SihbaldhisJ, the goose-beak whale (Berardius)^ the blaok-fish 
(Globieephalmh and the cow-fish (Turaw), 

Birds , — 285 skins have been received during the year, the largest 
addition being a collection of 64 species obtained from the Cambridge 
Museum as an exchange. The number of birds mounted and placed on- 
exhibition during the year is 400. The extensive collection of birds-eggs 
has received an addition of 65 specimens, and a selection from it has been 
classified and arranged in the Museum cases. 

Fishes, — Convenient shelves have been erected for receiving tlie alcoholic 
prepBrations, and cases prepared for the stuffed specimens, but none of the 
recent additions to this class, which comprise a very extensive selection of 
European and American forms, have yet been removed from the tanks in 
which they were received. 

The New Zealand collection has received several interesting additions, 
and now contains nearly all the known species. ’ ^ 

The ‘‘Descriptive Catalogue of the New Zealand Fishes,’' of which an 
edition of 1,000 copies was published in 1872, is now out of print, and a new 
and revised edition is in preparation. 

Invertehrata , — The publication by the department since last report of 
the “Descriptive Catalogue of the Crustacea,” by J. E. Miers, P.L.S., has 
enabled the collection of this class to be classified and exhibited, but it is 
very imperfect compared with tlie number of specimens attributed to the 
New Zealand waters. 

The Mollusca have been largely added to, chiefly by foreign collections 
and by alcoholic preparations of the New Zealand species, a series of which 
it is intended to collect for purpose|j of study. 

The collection of Insects, both New Zealand and exotic forms, is steadily 
increasing, and arrangements are being made for the publication of cata- 
logues which will embody recent researches on this subject, as at present 
several eminent naturalists in England are engaged in classifying the 
different orders of New Zealand insects, and publishing the results in 
scientific periodicals. 

Ethnological , — Under this heading there are 187 specimens entered, 
being chiefly a collection of celts and otlior stone implements and weapons 
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presented by the Trustees of the British Museum, and by the Copenhagen 
Museum through Captain Bowan* 

MineraU, — 020 specimens have been added,' which number includes a 
large series obtained in exchange from the British Museum, and selected by 
direction of Professor J. Storey Masklync, P.E.S., in order to make as 
complete as possible the typical collection, which now contains representa- 
tives of every important mineral species. A valuable series, comprising 109 
species of ores and associated minerals from the Californian mining region, 
was received from Mr. H. G. Hanks,- which, with the large collection of 
specimens brought by the Director from the Colorado and Utah regions, 
affords a very complete illustration of the metalliferous deposits of the 
Western States. 

PalaonUdogif , — Among the foreign collections in this section is a valu- 
able donation from Mr. James Brogden, of a series of the Baurians from 
Lyme Eogis, and the associated Triassic fossils. 

For the purpose of comparison, casta of 800 of the best fossil specimens 
in the European and American Museums were obtained through Professor 
H. A. Ward. 

Geohfjical Sarveij OoUectiom. — During the present year a special exami- 
nation has been made of the fossiliferous beds of the Waikato Heads, with 
a view of determining their age and tracing their extent. A considerable 
collection of fossils was made from the locality, but the number of distinct 
forma obtained is small. 

An itnpoi 5 taijt collection was made from certain blue clay marls occur- 
ring at the mouth of the Waikauau Creek, about fourteen miles soutli of 
the Waikato Heads, as an upper part of the grey marls not yot detected 
olsowhcro, and which will be referred to as the “ Cardita Beds,” from the 
abundant occurrence in them of Cardita jdanwostata, a well-marked Lower 
Eocene fossil in Euroi)e. 

These beds had formerly been classified as the equivalents of the Waite- 
mata beds as developed at Mercer, but the collections now obtained from 
each of these localities, in addition to stratigi’aphical evidence, make the 
separation of these two necessary, the Mercer beds belonging to tlie chalk 
mails. 

Xu the Oamaru District six very important collections have been made, 
in addition to several smaller ones, and the evidence gained renders it 
necessary to readjust the classification of the beds adopted by Captain 
Hutton in his “ Geology of Otago,” his Trelissic group being in part the 
same as his Pareora gi*oup ; while, on the other hand, many localities con* 
sidered by him to belong to his Pareqra formation, to liis Trolissic forma- 
tion, and the whole of his Ototara group, will, from the fossils, have to be 
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disti’ibutod £i*om tho horizon of tho gi'eensands and Saurian bods, immediately 
overlying the coal up to the grey marls, that closes the orotaceo*tertiary 
scries in this district. 

' Collections have also been made from many localities in the in- 
terior in the district between the Manawatu Gorge and Napier, and 
much valuable information gained for the proper arrangement of the beds 
of tertiary age. The results obtained, which will be found in the Geological 
Survey Reports for tlie current year, show that tho Scinde Island shell 
limestones and underlying fossiliferous sands and gravels belong to tho 
liorizon of the tufaceous clays and lignitiferous deposits ” of newer 
pliocene age {see Reference to Geological Map, 1878), while tho Te Ante 
and Manawatu Gorge limestones represent the Wanganui series ; the Taipos 
or Hawke Bay series of the map being the equivalent of the Awamoa or 
Pareora beds, which form the base of the Kanieri series in the South 
Island. Thoro is, therefore, no stratigraphical evidence of the ejcistonco of 
tlio Ahuriri formation as proposed by Capt. Hutton, so that his later views 
on the subject, published in the Transactions of tho Now Zealand Institute 
(Vol. IX., page 500), are confirmed so far as to exclude that term from 
future geological classihoations. 

From Whangarei, collections were also made from the beds overlying 
the coal, correlating these with the island sandstone horizon of the West 
Coast, The occurrence of a second or lower limestone was also traced here, 
replacing the coal in certain localities. 

An examination of the country was made between Opotiki and the East 
Capo, but the impracticable character of tho country precluded the forward- 
ing of collections from there. Tho work has gone to connect the geological 
structure of this block of country with that previously surveyed between 
Poverty Bay and tlie East Cape. 

At tho present time all tho collections of fossils have been worked out 
and the genera roughly determined, the further work of classifying these 
for comparison and descrii)tioii being now in progress. 

The following geiiei al Reports have been printed during the past year, 
and will be shortly ready for issue : — 

Progress Report 1873-74, 104 pp., 15 plates and maps * 

„ 1874-70, 191 pp., 10 

„ 1876-77, 167 pp., 88 

Mbteobolooy. 

The stations at which observations are made are fourteen in number — 
viz., Mongonui, Auckland, Taranaki, Napier, Wanganui, Wellington, Nel- 
son, Cape Campbell, Christchurch, Bealey, Hokitika, Dunedin, Queenstown, 
ojid Wallacetown. 

* Partly pubUithed and distribated in 1874* 
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The monthly returns from these stations are forwarded to the Head 
OiHce, and an abstract of the whole prepared each mouth for publication in 
the New Zealand Gazette. The biennial Beport for 1878-74 has been issued 
in the pamphlet form, and the sumo Beport for 1876-76 is being pi-epared. 
The Besults of Meteorologioal Observations taken at all the Stations in New 
Zealand, for 1876, have been printed, and incorporated with the Begistrar 
Generars Statistics for that year. 

A monthly report is also furnished of the climate at six of the principal 
stations, for publication with the monthly vital statistics. A return, giving 
the daily meteorological readings, with averages and remarks, for the Head 
Office at Wellington, is printed monthly in the newspapers. The usual 
abstract of the climate of New Zealand for 1876 has boon supplied for Vol. 
IX. of the Transactions of the New Zealand Institute. 

Astronomical. — Time Ball Observatory. 

The Observatory is in good order, the astronomical clock being now in 
an excellent state of adjustment, with a steady rate. All the other instru- 
ments are in good condition. Rating time is given to the shipping by the 
starting clock and time-ball at least once a week at Wellington, due notice 
being given in the morning papers. Mean time is also transmitted to 
Lyttelton ; but, as it is not by the automatic clock, tlie same accuracy 
cannot be obtained. 

The observations are, as hitherto, chiefly taken by the Ven. Archdeacon 
Stock, B.A., assisted by Mr. .1. Kebboll, who is a most skilful and 
entlmsiastic amateur. 

The only extra work at the Observatory during the past year was the 
search for the supposed intra-mercurial planet, which was made at the 
request of the Astronomer Boyal, and in which I had the cordial assistance 
of Mr. W. T. L. Travers, F.L.S., and Mr. J. Newton Coleridge, C.E., 
whose experience, as amateur photographers, was of great service on such 
an occasion. 

Laboratory. 

The following is a summary of analyses performed in the Colonial 
Laboratory during the past year ; — 


1. Coals 

• • « 

Analyt^i. 
... 22 

2. Bocks aud Minerals ... 


... 22 

8. Metals and Ores 


... 88 

4. Examination for Gold and Silver 


... 81 

6. Waters 


... 28 

6. Miscellaneous 


... 82 

Total 

% ♦ • 

... 168 
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A fnll accouut of these analyses will be found in tiie Annual Beport on 
the work performed in the Laboratory, published as a separate report. 

James Heotob, Manager. 

Aooouuts or the New Zbalaicd Isstitute fob 1876-77. 


IBICCKIPTS. 

KXPKKniTUBB. 

£ i. il 

Balance in hand. 19th Sep- 
tember, 1876 .. .. 218 4 4 

Vote for 1876-77 •. .. 600 0 0 

Contribution from Wellington 

. Philosophical Society .. 31 10 0 

Sale of Volumes . . . . 15 15 0 

£ d. 

Eipenses of Piinting Volume 

IX 600 18 11 

Expenses on account of Index 28 0 0 

Miscellaneous Items • . 13 6 1 

Balance 128 9 4 

£766 0 4 

£766 9 4 

1 


Arthub Stock, Hon. Treasurer. 

28th August, 1877. 






PROCEEDINGS. 




WELLINGTON PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


First Meeting. Jidy^ 1877. 

W. T. L. Travers, F.L.S., President, in tlie ohair. 

New Members . — Charles O’Neill, C.E. ; J. P. Maxwell, A.I.C.E. ; Ebenezer 
Fox; Edward Thorley Noakes; H. S. Mackellar ; C. P. Knoi'pp, A.I.C.E.; 
the Hon. W. D. H. BaiOie, M.L.C. 

1. The President, in opening tho proceedings, apologized for the absence of Dr. 
Bailor, who, in consequence of engagements in Napier, was unable to be present at that 
meeting. He then proceeded to say that in bringing luider the notice of tho meeting the 
papers which were to be read tliat evening, he would moke a few remarks as to the 
progress made by the society during tlio past year. Having learned during the early part 
of tho week that Br. Buller would be unable to attend, he liad entertulnod hopes that he 
should bo able to put together a few notes of what had hoeu accomplished by tho society 
during that period ; but unfortanately engagemetits of a professional character prevented 
liim from doing that which ho had desired to do, and he had to trust to a few meagre 
notes of what had been done during the last session, not only by this society, but by all 
the Incorporated Societies in New Zealand, lie then entered on the subjoots of his 
address, first referring to the very oonsiderablo assistance obtained through the labours 
of tho Geological Beportmeut (or asoortaining the mineral resources of the* colony, and 
thou alluding to tho im)>ortauce of the discoveries made in referenco to the races which 
had inhabited New Zealand since the time when any record could bo obtained of the 
country. A work on tho subject had been recently published, a copy of which would bo 
a valuable addition to tho library of tho Institute. Ho next referred to papers contri- 
buted by difTerent members of the society on a variety of subjects, and in hia concluding 
remarks said he was glad to observe a growing intorost in scientific examinations. 
He then briefly referred to the papers to be read that evening, wliioh were of a very 
interesting character. 

2. On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Mantell, seconded by Capt. Kdw'in, a vote of 
thanks was given to Br. Buller for the able manner in which he presided over the 
meetings of the society as president during the past two years ; and also to Mr. Travers 
for the address ho had just given in opening the meetiirg, 

8. “On Gold in tho Wellington Provincial District,” by J. C. Crawford, 
F.G.S. {Transactwns^ p. 477.) 

The Hon. Mr. Mantell, who read this paper for the author, said he would like some 
explanation regarding the presence of sulphate of iron. 

Br. Hector stated that there must have been some mistake, probably iron bbsulphide 
was meant. He reminded the society that a great deal had been done in prospecting tho 
country referred to by Mr. Crawford, and that in 1869 he (Br. Hector) had communicated 
to tho society the results obtained. Eighteen analyses had been made of quarU 
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BpeeiiixAiifl from roofs iu the district ; of these only six had proved auriferous, varying 
from mere traces up to Iddwts. per ton of gold, the richest being from Wainuiomatii;, the 
same locality from ‘which Mr. Crawford’s 8i)eoimen had come. In his former oommunipa- 
tion he had warned prospectors against the solid quartz reefs which traverse the sand- 
stones and slate, as the gold at Makara and Terawiti appears to occur in jointed 
sandstones chiefly as dendritic Aims. 

4. “Notice regarding the Occurrence of the Tidal Wave of 11th May, 
1877,** by J, P. Martin, of the Bay of Islands ; communicated by Capt. 
B. A. Edwin, B.N. 

ABSTKACT. 

Patrick McAlister, of Manowara, in the Bay of Islands, tells me that he and his 
brother loaded a boat last night (Thursday, 10th May) and pulled her up on the bank of 
a creek for safety. On going to her at flvo o’clock tliis morning the creek and a mud-flat 
that extends some distance from the shore was found to be quite dry ; the tide, however, 
was a long distance above high water-mark. While waiting they heard a loud noise as 
of thunder and saw a large wave approaching, whereupon they ran towards the house 
calling upon the inmates to leave. The wave, however, reached the house as soon as 
they did, and surrounded it to the depth of about a foot. After this the water quickly 
subsided. 

No such event had been noticed at Bussell, but Captain Farquhar, of the s.s.'**Iona,” 
said ho had a similar experience this morning, at Waitangi, on the opposite side of this 
bay. This morning he went ashore, the tide falling at the time. Boon after lauding a 
largo wave rushed in, and deposited the boat and a sailor, who hod gone to put her 
afloat, above high water-mark. 

Mr. Thomas Joyce, of Pahia, reports extraordinary tides. 

About midday I observed the water at the wharf faU over four fewt in ten mlnutoH, 
and in about fifteen minutes afterwards it rose over six feet. Tlte American whaler 
“ Gazelle,” at anchor in twenty feet of water, was speedily aground, and soundings 
showed only twelve feet of W'ater alongside her. Several vessels at anchor were swinging 
with thoir bows in opposite directions, while others were revolving in a circle. 

There was nothing particular to note at high water, which occurred at 4 p.m., but at 
8 p.m. the tide was high again. 

Maoris from some of the islands in the bay tell me that at abont 5 p.m. the water 
rose over eight feet in as many minutes. It rushed in several times at intervals of about 
twenty minutes, and continued rising and falling rapidly until late in the evening. 

About the same hour Mr. Ford, of llussoU, went across the bay to a place called 
Wairon , and w'hile there a huge wave suddenly swept l>oth his boats into a paddock. The 
water then rose and fell rapidly several times, but not sq high as before. 

Captain Charles Dane, of the schooner ** Elsinore,” from the loading ground (Te 
Wharau), a branch of the bay, says that he noticed the tide ebb and flow seven times 
during the day. 

The general idea is that these disturbances resulted from a very heavy earthquake to 
the eastward. 

The autlior also records that on Sunday, 28Td July, 1876, at 10 p.m., the tide rose at 
HuBsell four feet above high-water mark within twenty minutes, following a heavy N.E, 
gale. 

The President said he had observed this occurrence in Wellington harbour, and thai 
he believed Dr. Hector had token obscn-alions of the rise and fall. Some years ago a 
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similar wave was observed in Kew Zealand, after which we had newjt of an earthquake in 
America, and no doubt the wave on the IXth of last May waedue to a like cause, 

Dr. Hector said the tidal disturbance on the 11th of May had been observed on every 
part of the New Zealand coast, and also in Australia in the same manner ; but not so 
intensely as the waves of August, 1868. The origin of the waves on that occasion was 
clearly traced to a great volcanic disturbance near the west coast of South America, and 
in this instance a violent convulsion has also been reported from that quarter as having 
occurred on the 10th of May. We have not the full particulars yet, but if this date is 
correct the wave felt on our coast must have been due to a still earlier shock, perhaps 
in some other place, as it was first noticed at 5 a.m. on the 11th, corresponding to 1 p.m. 
of the 10th on the South American coast. From this date must be Huhtracted about 
seventeen hours for the time of the transmission of the wave across the Pacific Ocean, 
which would require that the shook should have taken place about 8 p.m. on the 0th. 
This tends to confirm the belief that there is a periodicity in earthquakes, and that they 
occur independently at distant localities at nearly the same time. He observed that a 
writer in the last received number of iVafur^ notices this coincidence in reporting a sharp 
earthquake at Comrie, in Scotland, on the 11th of May. At Napier, whore the engineer 
of the harbour works, Mr. Webor, makes exact ohsorvations, the tides were disturbed 
from the 11th to the 19th. The position of Napier renders it peculiarly sensitive to 
oceanic oscillations. Thus, on the Ist of May the highest tide over experienced in Napier 
washed over the shingle spit, and damaged the rails in front of the Court-house. This 
phenomenon was, however, local, and was attributed only to a long ooutinuauce of south- 
east wind. He called attention to a recent paper by Mr. Bussell, the Government 
Astronomer at Sydney, which states that the slightest earth-Hhooks felt in Now Zealand 
are nearly always recorded on the tide-gauges in Sydney and Newcastle, and are most 
unaccountably colncivlent with abnormal readings of one of the thermometers in the 
Observatory.* If wo had well-placed tide-gauges on the New Zealand coasts it is probal le 
the most interesting results would be obtained. Every addition to tlio observed facts 
bearing on this subject would he valuable. The investigation of earthquakes would he 
similar to that of the inlluenco of sun spots recently examined by Professor Balfour 
Stewart, in so far that the release of prodigious latent energies miglit depend on very 
obscure and trivial exciting causes. 

Mr. Carruthers said ho did not consider it necessary to suppose that seventeen hours 
must elapse before a tidal wave, due to the same cause as the South American earth- 
quake, would reach New jf.ealand. He did not think the earthquake caused the wave, 
but that both were due to the same cause. He thought earthquakes were locally 
intensified exhibitions of a groat deep-seated movement of the floor of the ocean, and 
that, if the floor were not in movement, an earthquake, however violent, would bo unable 
to propagate a wave for such a distance as from America to New Zealand. The intensified 
action which so often shows itself in a part of South Amorioa he thought was due largely 
to the great bend made in the line of elevation of the Andes at this point, which had the 
effect of converting a deep-seated movement of the earth’s crust into a violent crushing 
of the surface. 

Dr, Hector explained that the period of seventeen hours for the transmission of a 
wave across the Pacific Ocean was derived from olBcrvatlon in 1868, when the com- 
motion of the sea extended not only to New Zealand and Australia, lut to Japan, the 
Sandwich Islands, and the Oape of Good Hope, He agreed that earthquakes were wida- 

* Trans, B, Soc. N.S.W., 1876. p. 37. 
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spread phenomena locally inteneifled, but it is the strong local conToUion that originates 
the oceanic waves. Such waves could not keep pace with a tremour propagated through 
the solid floor of the ocean, which travels at six times greater speed. The ocean wave 
once generated would take its own time. 

Dr. Newman did not think we had yet sufficient data to decide on the subject. The 
depth of the ocean should be considered. He could not agree with kfr. Carruthers that 
earthquakes extended over so large an extent of the ocean bed. 

The President said that the works of Darwin, Hamboldt, and Mallett, on this subject, 
would be found interesting. He agreed with Dr. Hector that we must look for reasons 
outside our globe for such disturbances, such as sun-spots, influence of the moon, etc. 

Before the close of the meeting, Dr. Hector drew attention to several exhibits on the 
table, more especially to an albino of the New Zealand crow (Qlaucopis wiUoni), and to 
a tui with brown plumage. A fine series of Crustacea from the Californian coast, and a 
selection of the more interesting fossils obtained during the past year by the Geological 
Di partment, were also exhibited. 


Second Meeting. 4^th August, 1877. 

W. T. L. Travers, F.L.S., President, in the chair. 

X 0 W Members . — Joseph Joseph, Gordon Baxby. 

1. Dr. Hector drew attention to several interesting additions to the Museum, which 
were arranged on the table. Among the most important were a handsome bird from New 
Guinea, the G<mra rietoria', a collection of valuable old etchings presented by Mr. 
William Swainson ; a petition to the Queen, dated 1840, about which the Hon. Mr. 
Mantell gave some interesting information ; a collection of New Zealand plants from the 
Forests Department, which Mr. Kirk described ; iron-stones and fire-clays from Miranda 
Bedoubt, remarked upon by Mr. S. H. Cox; a specimen of patent building stone, two 
live kakapos from Preservation Inlot, and some splendid spooimens cf copper ore, 
discovered by Mr. Docherty in Dusky Bay, which Dr. Hector spoke very highly of as a 
form of copper ore that frequently contained nickel. 

2. Mr. Kirk oalled'attention to a log of black mairo, a species of olive, sent by Mr. 
ElUotte, of the Pakuratalii, which, on account of its great hardness, is much used for 
blocks and cogs in machinery, which fact was borne out by several present. 

Mr. Nicholl stated that he had used it in Nelson instead of brass in constructing 
water-whoelt. 

The Hon. Mr. Mantell stated that Mr. J. Kebbell had pronounced it superior, for 
turning purposes, to boxwood ; he had himself in the old days engraved a heading for the 
New Zealand Spectator out of this wood. 

8. The President read a letter from a friend in Peru, which confirmed Dr. Hector’s 
estimate , given at last meeting, of 8 p.m. on 9th May as the time when the eatthquake 
occurred at that place, in connection with the tidal wave which was observed in New 
Zealand on the 11th May last. 

4. Dr. Hector read an interesting letter from Dr. Berggren, of Lund, regarding his 
description of certain New Zealand plants, and giving a short account of his discoveries 
relative to the dcv^oi^ent of the AzoUa rubra. 

The President remarked that this plant grew vezy abnndantly, and was a trouble- 
some plant in wateroourses throughout the colony. 
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5. On, the Reciprocity of the Seasons with those of the NorUiern 
Hemisphere/* by S. G. Rawson; communicated by Oapt. Edwin. 

ABSTEACT. 

The author said that for eight or ten years past he had obseryed that the character 
of the seasons in the North Island corresponded with that of the previous season in 
England* so that a wet summer in England was followed up by a wet one here, and a 
fine harvest there was always succeeded by a good one here. This agreement of the 
seasons with those of England appeared to be so certain that farmers in New Zealand 
might learn when to sow early and when late wheat, and when to refrain altogether from 
putting in wheat. The author, having this belief, had foretold an unusually dry and hot 
summer for New Zealand. 

Mr. Carruthers thought that even in New Zealand the seasons did not agree. 

Dr* Hector said it would be necessary to fix upon the one place for comparison, 
as seasons were not uniform, a moist season on the East Coast being frequently a 
dry season on the West Coast. 

Dr. Newman considered that the seasons were affected all over the world by sun- 
spots. 

6. “ On the Occurrence of Gold in the Mackenzie Country, Canterbury,” 
by Alexander McKay, of the Geological Survey Department, f Tramactious^ 
p. 481.) 

Dr. Hector added some interesting information regarding the occurrence of gold 
generally in that district, and pointed out that Mr. McKay's observation, that the gold 
and associated quarts were found only in the last-formed moraines and alluviums, 
confirmed his theory that the retirement of the glaciers was chiefly due to the erosion 
of the monntains. 

7. ** Some Remarks on the Plant called Prickly Comfrey (Symphytum 
aapernmum)^'' by J. C. Crawford, F.G.S. 

ABBTBACT. 

The author mentiuus that the climate of New Zealand is more favourable to the 
growth of forage plants tlian those of Great Britain and Australia. The stimulus of 
necessity, however, produces better farming in countries which have greater difficulties of 
soil and climate to contend with than in those where the conditions of growth are more 
favourable ; and he gives Scotland as an instance of the stimulus of necessity acting to 
produce a higher class of farming than in its more favoured neighbour England; so 
the more severe climate of the South Island, and the necessity therefore of providing 
winter food for cattle, stimulates to better agriculture than in the North Island, where 
the climate is milder. The author, having taken a glance at the fodder plants generaUy 
grown, draws attention to the prickly comfrey (Symphytum aiperrimum), a perennial 
herbaceous plant belonging to the family of Anchusa^ or borage plant. This valuable 
plant was introduced to Europe from the Caucasus of late years, and its pretensions are 
that it is easy of culture, that it lasts for ever, that it is well relished by stock, which 
thrive well upon it, that its medicinal effect is good, and that it for surpasses all other 
forage plants in the quantity of produce. The author then proceeds to quote largely 
from the Country Gentleman's Magazine of April, 1875, and from a pamphlet by Mr. A. 
T. Holrayd, an old Wellington settler. From these it appears that this grass has been 
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8 iioc 680 fiiUy cultivated in Ireland and in parti of England for lomo years'^tbal it if 
much relished by hories, etc., and yields, according to Mr. Christy, as much as 80^120 
tom to the acre. It will grow upon dry soil even when poor and unsheltered. It must, 
however, be kept free from weeds, and the ground must be well manured. This plant Ig 
not to be confounded with Symphytum officinale, the common comfrey of Britain, which 
is quite worthless. In addition to its other recommendations it is said to bo preventive 
of fever, lung, and foot and mouth diseases. Mr. HoIroyd*s pamphlet is published by F. 
Cunningham and Co., of Sydney, and Messrs T. Christy and Co., of Fenohuroh Street, 
Tendon, will supply plants. 

Br. Hector said that Mr. Ludlam, from enquiries in England, had thought it desirable 
to send out root cuttings of this plant, which were on their way. 

8. “Notes on three dried Specimens of Matai (Podocarpus spicaia)^' by 
T. Kirk, F.L.S. ( Tramactions, p. 417.) 

These specimens were collected by Mr. Seymour, and the paper went to 

show that the author did not consider there was yet evidence to prove more than one 
kind of this tree. Although different in appearance, they were the same. 

Mr. Boymoiir still thought there must be two kinds of this timber, on account of 
difference in value, and he would endeavour to obtain further evidence to prove this. Ho 
did not think that age alone could cause the difference, as supposed by Mr. Kirk. 

A long discussion ensued, in which Mr. Oarruthers, Mr. Higginaou, Mr. Coleman 
Phillips, and others took part, on the relative value of the white and yellow pine, most of 
the speakers bearing testimony to the superiority of the yellow over the white ; Mr. Kirk, 
however, l>clieving that they vrexQ only different forms of the same tree, there being no 
botanical difference by which they could bo separated. 

Dr. Hector hoped that they would soon have Mr. Kirk’s promised pai>er on these 
pines, and remarked that this discussion only showed how nocohsary it was to abandon 
all popular names in favour of soientific terms founded on the observed oliaraotors of 
these trees. 


Third Meeting. 18//i August, 1877. 

W. T. L. Travers, M.H.B., F.L.S., President, in the chair. 

yew Members, — B. T. Chaytor, Robert Govett. 

1, “Remarks as to the Cause of the Warmer Climate which existed in 
high Northern Latitudes during former Geological Periods,” by W. T. L. 
Travers, F.L.S. (Transactwm, p. 459.) 

ABSTRACT. 

• This paper waa a review of the progress recently mode in our knowledge of the 
subject, and especially the bearing of Nasmyth and Carpenter’s examination of the moon’s 
surface, and the work by Mattieu Williams on the *‘Fuel of the Bun.” The author 

* ’The author desires it to bo stated that, since reading the above paper, he has 
found that somewhat analogous views, with reference to the cause of the former warmor 
olimate in Arctic latitudes, had been expressed by Ernst Haeckel.— Kide ” History of 
Creation,” vol. 1., chap. xiii. 
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adopted the view that the gradual coudensation of water on the earth’s surfaco conse- 
quent on the loss of its original oosmical heat, had produced the BuocesHion of phenomena 
resulting in the present distribution of life* That in oonsequonoe of the cooling having 
taken place first in the polar regions, it was there that the higher and latest.formed 
organisms mnst have first appeared. He adduced as proof of this the existence of 
fossilised vegetation within the arctic regions which hod almost a tropical character, and 
other evidence that during snocossive geological epochs the changing character of the 
fauna and flora in other regions showed that the climate had gradually become more and 
more temperate. 

Dr. Hector would only speak as regards the geological aspect of the author’s paper. 
The fact that tlie oldest rocks wo know are either hydrated or formed by the action of 
water as sediments, proved that our geological records did not carry us back to a time 
when very high temperature prevailed. It was only therefore necessary to enquire into 
the evidence of a minute socnlar cooling afforded by the Rucccssion and distribution of 
animals and plants during former epochs. He considered this evidence very imsutisfac- 
tory, and not loading in the direction the author required. The former existence of 
temperate plants in high latltudos took place at a very late period in the earth’s history, 
and long after some temperate regions had possessed a fauna and flora similar to that 
at the present time. There had in fact boon several repetitions of the abnormal distri- 
bution of animals and plants on which the author founded his argument, and con- 
sequently of the climate ; so that these changes could hardly be )*efcrro<l to the progressive 
cooling of the globe as a whole. Tlie inferences made had chielly heen drawn from late 
tertiary ttrata ; Imt in tho case of New Zealand there was evidence that tlio same type of 
vegetation ha<l survived since the early part of the crotaoeous era, a period twenty times 
as great as that which had elapsed since tho supposed sub-tio)ncal fauna inhabited 
Central Europe, or the temperate flora flourished in the arctic regions. From this it 
was surely to be argued tliut tho cau.>ie had not been one of universal operation. 
Concevning the former arctic flora the real difficulty was not tlie question of temperature 
go much as tho absence of light in that region for six montliH of the year, if all other 
oonditions of the earth remained as at present, except a general liighor surface tempera- 
ture. Many speculations had been put forward on this subject ; one of the latest, by 
John Evans, was that tho earth was solid, with an oxydized crust, separated from the 
central nucleus by a viscous layer of unequal thickness, in which chemical combination, 
or, as it may be called, tho “ rusting process,” was still active. The elevation of mountain 
masses by the fractiue of tho crust would act like weiglits on a gyroscope and lead to a 
gradual displacement of tho outer crust with reference to the axis of rotation of the 
interior bulk of the earth, which astronomers required ns to believe to bo immovable. 
Ho also pointed to recent researches of Professor Duncan regarding reef- building corals, 
which at the present time are confined to a narrow equatorial belt, but in eocene times 
that belt appears to have had a distribution oblique to the present equator. If this were 
established it would offer a still greater difficulty in the way of accepting the view that 
the changes in distribution of ollmato were due to the secular cooling of the earth as a 
prime cause. 

Dr. Newman did not think there was any evidence of water in interstellar space. 
From speotrosoopio^observations and the analyses of meteorites, it had only been shown 
that hydrogen existed. He thought that the order in which metallic elements were 
found in an oxydizod state in the earth’s crust was in favour of a theory of gradual 
cooling. 



Mr. Kirk agreed with Dr. Hector regarding the dUfionlty in nnderetanding how ineh 
plants as Magnolia and the tnlip tree oonld not only exist but perfect their flowers and 
fruit where light was absent for six months of the year. The absence also of all forms of 
low plant-life, which might naturally be expected under such circumstances, required 
explanation. 

Mr. Cox thought the author had overlooked the evidence of former glacial periods at 
successive intervals as far bock as the Devonian epoch, with intervening periods, during 
which warmer conditions prevailed. 

Mr. Martin Chapman said that, unless the oldest formations were proved to be 
sedimentary, the presence of water in them would prove nothing, as water must infiltrate 
the deepest rock we can reach. He thought the temperature at which plant-life could 
exist had been understated, from his having collected organisms in the hot springs in 
Hecla (Iceland), which had a very high temperature. 

Mr. Carruthers thought that the paper was so important that its discussion should 
have been deferred. He thought it not yet proved that there was a central heat, and 
certainly not that it could influence climate. The argument derived from increase of 
temperature with depth in the earth^s crust only proved a modified form of volcanic 
action— in some places greater than in others. The greatest depths to which we reached 
were the bottoms of the oceans, and there we found no evidence of a higher temperature, 
but the reverse. In open oceans it might be argued that this was due to the removal of 
the heat by currents ; but in the case of the Mediterranean, and also in Loch Ness, which 
arc deep holes without an outlet, excepting for the surface water, the temperature at the 
bottom is the same as the average winter temperature of the air at the surface. In the 
nebular theory heat had always been assumed as being the expanding force which was 
gradually lost ; but this was not proved. Cosmioal dust is not kept apart by heat, but by 
the continuous motion of the particles. He thought the balance of evidence was against 
the theory of central heat. If the earth had once been hotter it would have become 
smaller in cooling, and its velocity of rotation would have increased; but this was 
contrary to fact, as the rotation had been retarded by about three hours since exact 
observations were first made. With regard to what had been said about the thickness 
of the earth’s cnist, the existence of tides proved that it must be so groat as to be 
absolutely rigid. He considered it quite possible for plants to live in darkness if they 
remained dormant, like geraniums which are placed in a dark collar during the winter. 

Mr. Travers, in reply, said he had not advanced ai\y theory of his own, but merely 
wished to direct attention to views that were gaining ground. He thought that when 
geologists had studied the works to which he had referred, they would very much alter 
their present opinions on the subject. 

Owing to the late hour at which the discussion terminated, several papers were held 
over for next meeting. 


Fourth Meeting. September, 1877. 

W. T. L. Travers, M.II.R., F.L.S., President, in the chair. 

Membvn. — A, T. Maginnity, J. J. Cherrett, 

Attention was drawn to several additions to the library, viz., publications on the 
geological survey of the United States and other works received through the Smithsonian 
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InitituU, farther works on resalti of the Koyara expedition, and tnnrey and weather 
reporte from the Eoyal Society of New South Wales. 

!• ** On a peculiar Method of Arrow Propulsion as observed amongst 
the Maoris/’ by Coleman Phillips. {Traiaactione^ p. 97.) 

The author illustrated the method described by a model. 

The President, in inviting discussion on this paper, regretted that Mr. White had 
not been able to attend the mooting, as he felt sure that that gentleman would have 
afforded interesting information on the subject. Mr. White hoped to bo able to deposit a 
large collection of such weapons in the Museum. 

Mr. Oarrnthers said the absence of the bow among the Maoris was certainly curious ; 
but the same might be said of the Malay race, who wore familiar with the smelting of 
iron, while the Maoris knew nothing of it. It was proof that in the migration of the 
Maori race certain arts were lost. 

Mr. Grace, who had been in New Zealand from his youth, said that the bow and 
arrow was a common weapon in the interior with the Maori youths, and he believed that 
it was originally used by the natives. It was, however, found by them to be an inoon< 
venient weapon in the bush, and hence their reason for adopting the plan mentioned by 
Mr. Phillips. The Maoris soaroely ever throw a spear by hand ; they used the string 
twisted round a fork in the spear. The notch mentioned by the author was new to him. 

2. ** On Grasses,” by S. M. Curl, M.D. {TranHactionSy p. 34(5.) 

This was a continuation of a paper read before the Society last year by the same 
author,* 

The Hon. Mr. Holmes oousidored tliis a most important paper, as on the proper 
cultivation of grasses would depend in a great mcasuro the future prosperity of the 
colony. At the present time a very small variety were grown, and not suiUclent to last 
throughout the year for pasture ; the principal grasses in use being the ryegrass (Lolium 
pfrenne)^ cocksfoot {Daclylh gUmerata)^ timothy (Phleum prateme)^ Hutch clover 
(Trifolium repens), red clover (Trifoliutn pratense), and the cow-grass {Trifolium medium). 
Of the latter the cow>grass was the most valuable. He believed that some of those 
mentioned by Dr. Curl were among the best that could be introduced. Ho had himself 
two consignments on their way to New Zealand, of about twenty-two different varieties, 
that he believed would be of peouliar value to this country. If they proved successful, it 
would make a vast improvement in the permanent pasture of the colony. With regard 
to ergot, he did* not consider it peculiar to the ryegrass, nor did its presence indicate any 
falling off in the quality of the grass, and there is no reason why the grass should fail in 
consequence of it. As an instance that nature had made provision for a great variety, it 
might be mentioned that a square foot of ground that had not been broken up for years, 
was found on examination to contain seventeen different yarh tios. 

The President slated that the Canterbury Society bad offered a prize for information 
reganling ergot. But it seemed strange that the valuable information on this subject 
afforded by Dr. Berggrenf should have been entirely overlooked. He thought that by 
good draining ergot might be kept down ; excessive moisture was favourable to it. He 
considered Dr. Carrs paper of great importance. 


* Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., 681. 


t Trans, N.Z. Inst., VII., 48$, 
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8. “ A System of Weights and Measures,” by J. Carruthers, M. Inst. 
O.E. (Transactions, p. 155.) 

The author propoeed to change the radix of counting from 10 to 16, and to adopt 
the hitter number as the radix for all weights and measures. 

Dr. Newman did not altogether object to the decimal system ; it was most useful in 
some cases. He considered 12 a better number than 16. 

It was resolved that the discussion of this paper should be postponed in order that 
members might ha'^ an opportunity of studying it. 

4. ‘‘ Further Eemarks upon Prickly Comfroy, with Description of a 
mode of storing it and other Forage Plants,” by J. 0. Crawford, F.G.S. 

ABSTKAOT. 

In continuation of his former paper on Hymphytum asperrimuin* the author quotes 
largely from an article in the Oouileman's Magazine for March, 1877. From this it 
appears that the prickly comfroy ootitains an unusually largo percentage of nitrogen, 
and is the earliest spring crop ou the farm. When green food becomes abundant the 
prickly comfrey should he regularly cut and stored in tanks or pits after the Algerian 
custom, for use during droughts or winter. The successful experiments of several French 
gentlemen are recorded. The pits are of stone or brick, in one case being 36 feet long 
by 6 feet in breadth and width (but the deeper the pit the better is the forage owing to 
the pressure) and a pit of that size will hold 40 tons of green maize mixed with about 
one-fifth of its weight of rye-straw chaff. The fodder is trodden down in the pit, and, 
after the top layer is sprinkled with salt, it is covered with straw and planks weighted 
down. It is necessary to examine the pits eveu’y day at first or the settling of the fodder 
may cause cracks in the straw roof and admit the air. One gentleman builds his pits ou 
the slope of a hill to facilitate the escape of moisture. Another has found the sour keep 
excellent food for oxen for five years past. In England too much salt was often 
employed, which retarded fonnoutation. Opinions differ as to the degree of ripeness the 
crop should be allowed to attain before being cut, but the leaves and flowers are never 
allowed to become so dry as to drop off during transport. Crops out in wet weather in 
1876 and stored after being quickly cut up were found quite equal to that put up in dry 
weather. It requires to remain in the pit at least six weeks before being consumed, and 
some caution is necessary in feeding with it, as the presence of lactic acid in excess may 
cause diarrhoea. The author says tliat soils generally in Now Zealand require phosphate 
of lime, and quotes an English authority, who advised, with regard to on Auckland aoil, 
the use of half-inch bones to supply phosphate, and the ploughing in of lome leguminous 
plant to supply nitrogen. The author concludes by saying that land for pasture should 
ho laid down rich, as few crops being taken off beforehand as possible, giving an 
illustration of successful practice in Northumberland, and he thinks that the growth of 
good forage plants will help towards this, because from their consumption manure would 
be produced. 

6. ** On the Improvement of Wellington Harbour in providing addi- 
tional Wharf Accommodation,” by J. C. Crawford, F.G.S. 

ABSTBACT, 

The author says the chief wind against which shelter is required is the wind varying 
from N. to W.N.W., commonly called the north-west wind. In the original reclamation 


* AnU, p. 523* 
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fitik far ai Mills* Fouiidry» this was carefully considered, and the author considers the line 
then taken to have been the beat that could be adopted. The wharf also was run out at 
an acute angle to the breastwork for the same reason. The author considers that any 
fnttire improvements should be by building wharves parallel to the present wharf, thus 
increasing the amount of smooth water. Oapt. Halliday proposes to make wharves at 
light angles to the Queen's Wharf, and the author is not prepared to say that this would 
not be an improvement on his plan. He condemns the proposal to reclaim land from 
Mills* Foundry to the middle T of the wharf, as a lee> shore would thus be made, against 
which it would be dangerous for sMps to lie, and consequently it will be found necessary 
to construct another work to the northward to protect it. In tlie event of roolamation at 
the Te Arc end of the town, the author thinks it should be borne in mind that it is 
practically a wet dock at present, whore small vessels can lie safely, and that it is more 
important to give additional smooth water for vessels than more land for stores and 
oiRoes. 


. Fifth MEETiNa. 22nd Septemher, 1877. 

J. Carruthors, M. Inst. C.E., Vice-president, in the cliair. . 

New Members. — William Fitzgerald, A. W. F. Halcombo, H. F. Rawson. 

1. “Notes on the Physiology and Anatomy of the Tnatara ( Sphenodon 
guntheri),' by A. K. Newman, M.B., M.R.C.P. (Transact ions, p, 222.) 

The author did not coniine his remarks to his written paper, which is of a technical 
nature but gave a popular account of reptiles gotiorally, showing their relations to other 
forms. He eihihited a boautifally-prcpared skeleton, lout by the Hon. Mr. M.iute)! fruin 
the Museum, and also a live speoimon. 

Dr. Buller was pleased that the author had given his remarks in so popular a form, 
and he had listened to them with great interest. Ue had himseli at a former meeting 
given a description of this lizard. Dr. Glinther had published an elaborate description of 
Sphenodon punctatunij and now, with Dr. Now'iuau’s valuable paper ou S. giintheri^ we 
could compare the anatomy of both, lie hoped to see the whole of Dr. Newman's paper 
in the next volume of Transactions. He intended shortly to read a paper on a third 
variety of this lizard which ho thought miglit prove a distinct species.* 

The author, in answer to a question by Mr. Buchanan regarding the growth of new 
bones in lizards' tails when accidentally broken otf, said tliat the vertebne when broken 
off never grew again, but merely an additional part without bone. 

Mr. Carrutbera differed from the author regarding the earlier forms of life, which he 
considered wore just as complete and perfect as at present. 

2. “ On a means of selecting the most durable Timber,” by John 
Buchanan, (Transactions, p. 190.) 

Mr. Carruthers thought there would bo some difficulty in procuring fair standard 
specimens. He did not altogether agree with the author tliat the heaviest timbers were 
the most durable. If out at the proper season and heart-wood only used, nothing further 
regarding the selection of our timbers would be needed. He saw no necessity for the 
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injecUon of flokU into timber for its protection so long m we oen get timber wbioh does 
not require them. New Zealand timber he thought not well suited for the purpose 
owing to its density. 

8. “ On the Disappearance of the Korimako (AnthorniB melanura) from 
the North Island,” by W. L. Biiller, SoD. ( Transactions , p. 209.) 

Mr. Govett asked if the author could explain why the bell-bird was disappearing so 
rapidly. 

The author replied that the Maori theory was that it was being driyen away by the 
introduced bee, which lived on the flowers that this bird liked, but he himself considered 
that its disappearance was due to the rat. When the rat is kept down by the hawk birds 
do not disappear. 

Mr. Braithwaite considered that the wild oat had something to do with it. 

Mr. Kirk did not think these birds were disappearing so rapidly as the author would 
lead them to suppose. He had seen them in numbers in Nelson and Westtand. They 
certainly wore scarce in some parts of the North Island, but he had met with them 
frequently on the Great and Little Barrier Islands, and in 1864 and 1866 they were 
abundant at Omaha, but not so numerous of late. No doubt the’ rat was their chief 
enemy. . 

4. “Notice of the Occurrence of the Shy Albatros (Diomedea cauta) in 
tlie North Island,” by Walter L. Buller, C.M.G., ScD,, P.L.S. (Tram- 
actionst P* 217.) 

The author exhibited specimens. 


Sixth Meeting. 17/A November, 1877. 

W. T. L. Travers, M.H.R., F.L.S., President, in the chair. 

New Members . — IT. S. Fitzhorbert, C. A. Baker, Capt. Courtenay Kenny, 
M.H.R. 

Mr, J. C. Crawford was chosen to vote in the election of the Board of Governors for 
the ensuing year, in accordance with clause 7 of the ** New Zealand Institute Act.*’ 

The nomination for the election of honorary members of the Now Zealand Institute 
was made in accordance with statute lY. 

1. “On the Formation of detached Sliingle Beaches,” by John Car- 
ruthers, M. Inst. C.E. (Tramaciinm, p. 476.) 

Mr. Maxwell spoke in approval of the paper, and said the author’s views on the 
subject were new to him. 

Mr. Travers said he liad learned that Golden Bay had shallowed considerably withdn 
the memory of colonists. This may be attributed to the destruction of forests, the 
denudation pi land generally, and to mining operations, which had loosened the earth. 
It was then carried down by the rivers and deposited in comparatively still waters. He 
was informed that the bay in places was shallowing so rapidly that where there was at 
one time ten to twelve feet of water tliere is now only from four to five. 

Mr. Young made some remarks regarding the numerous bar harbours in New 
Zealand. 



681 


WeUmgton PUlosophieal Society, 

Xhr* KfwmAn a«ked how it was that in the eaio of bonlder banks tha larger stones 
were found on the top of the beach and the smaller ones at the bottom. He gave 
an instance of this, where the larger stones appeared to have been carried a distance of 
twenty miles, whilst the smaller ones were to be found close to the water. 

The author stated that this was easily explained. When an unusually large wave 
came the big stones were thrown up on the beach, and the ebb flow was not sufficient to 
take them back, whilst the little stones receded with the waves, and were ground still 
smaller. Alluding again to the effect rivers had in creating beaches, <he stated that Lake 
Ellesmere was being gradually filled up by the debris brought down by the River Selwyn. 

2. “ On Nephrodium pentangularum^** by T. Kirk, P.L.S. 

8. “ On the New Zealand Species of Phyllocladus^'' by T. Kirk, F.L.S. 
(Tramactions, p, 878.) 

4. “ Notice of a new Variety of Tuatara Lizard (Sphenodon) from East 
Cape Island/* by Walter L. Buller, C.M.G., SoD., P.L.S. (Transactions ^ 

p. 220.) 

The author said that Dr. Newman agreed with him that it was probably a new 
species, though it was just possible that it was an accidental divergence from a kind 
previously discovered, and not a distinct variety. Still, he was informed by Mr. 
White that he had seen another exactly similar in the possession of a Maori. Speaking 
of the lizards in his possession, Dr. Duller stated that they had lived without food for 
twelve months, and had fattened during that time. However, they had taken to food 
three or four months ago, but they had not thriven so well since. One of the lizards he 
found dead on the previous day, and some of the others did not appear in as good health 
as formerly. 

Dr. Newman said there was more interest attaching to this animal than to the moa 
and others which had created a great deal of talk. It was the last of its race, and its 
study would, in his opinion, throw a good deal of light upon much that was not now 
clear, and would extend even to the organization of man, and prove the correctness of 
theories which had been recently advanced. 

6. “Further descriptive Notes of the Huia (Heteralocha aciitirostris)^' 
by Walter L. Buller, C.M.G., ScD., F.L.S. ( Transactions y p. 211.) 

6. “ Further Remarks as to the Cause of the Warmer Climate which 
existed in high Northern Latitudes during former Geological Epochs, by 
W. T. L. Travers, M.H.R., F.L.S. (Transactions, p, 470.) 

Mr. Oarrutbers differed from the general opinion held as to the internal heat of the 
earth. It had never been proved that such heat existed. People had simply inferred it 
from the existence of volcanoes; but it was now placed beyond doubt that volcanoes had 
no connection with the centre of the earth. As for the belief that mines got hotter as a 
further depth was reached, that would only be the cose in volcanic localities. If a shaft 
were sunk in a place free from volcanic infiuenoes, he believed it would be found that the 
earth got colder the farther they desoonded, and at twenty or thirty miles it would 
probably be found that there was a mass of ioe. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Travers, in reply to Mr. Young as to the ecoentrioities 
of the earth's orbit, the dlscussiun closed. 
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A speoixueA of wrought iron work wM exhibited, representing a Pueh$ia plant ^th 
leaves and flowers, exeonted by Mr. Birley, of Anekland. 

The Hon. Mr. Mantell stated that the same gentleman had also exeonted other 
works of a rare natnre in iron, and had deposited at the Museum a knife-blade, in the 
centre of which there was an unbumt straw. The imitation of the fuchsia in flower was 
a really artistic piece of work, and it was hard to imagine, looking at the perfection of 
the flower and leaves, that it had been made of such a rigid material as iron. A detached 
flower with leaves was handed round amongst the audience, the workmanship of which 
was much admired. 


Seventh Meeting. 1st December^ 1877. 

J. Garrutliers, M. Inst. O.E., Vioe-prosident, in the chair. 

New Member. — P. W. Eiemenschneider. 

1. “ Notes on the Ornithology of New Zealand,*’ by Walter L. Bailer, 
C.M.G., ScD., P.L.S. {Transactions ^ p. 191.) 

Specimens of all the species mentioned in the paper were exhibited to the meeting ; 
and among these was a young example of the plundering gull ( Stercorarim paraHtieut), 
obtained in Wellington liarbour in the early pai't of the present year. 

Br. Hector said that he had listened to the paper with very much interest, and 
particularly the portion relating to the habits and migrations of the godwit. He was 
glad that the author, not content with the laurels be bad so well earned by the publica- 
tion of his great work on ** The Birds of New Zealand/' continued to prosecute his 
researches and to lay the results before the society in so interesting a manner. 

Dr. Newman and Mr. Young took part in the diBoussion that followed. 

Mr. Kirk stated that the knot-bird is found at the Waitemata river at times, which 
seems to be the limit for many birds — the paradise duck, for instance. 

2. “ On Nephf'oiUum decotnpositvm^ Br,, and N» gtabellnm, A. Gunn,*’ by 
T, Kiik, F.L.S. (Transactions, p. 898.) 

8. “ De8crii)tion of a new Species of Hymenophyllnw,'* by T. Kii'k, F.L.B. 
(Transactions, p. 894.) 

In reply to Dr. Boiler, the author stated that this was the nineteenth species of 
Hymsnophyllum now discovered in New Zealand. 

Mr. Kirk pointed out that Trichomancs armtrongii of Baker, which he had ooUeoted 
in the Waimakarirl, Arthur's Pass, and near the sea-level at Hokitika, was a true 
Uymenophylhm, the involucre being distinctly two-valved and divided to the base when 
mature. In some instances the involucres have the tips partially reflexed, resembling 
those of H. bivalve^ Swartz. 

Plate XXI.A., 1 and 2. Hymenophyllum a/rmtrongii, Kirk, uat. size; 8, fertile 
pinna, enlarged ; 4 and sori, greatly enlarged. 

4. ** On the relative Ages of the Australian, Tasmanian, and New 
Zealand Goal-fields,** by James Hector, C.M.G., M.D., P.B.S. 

The speaker's remarks were illustrated by diagrams and maps, and by a large 
ooUeotion of fossils which he had obtained during a recent tour in the Australian 
colonies. 
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ABSTRACT. 

After dencribing Uie extent and position of the various coal- fields at present worked, 
he stated that from a comparison of the fossils he had arrived at the following results 

Cretaceous epoch : Chief New Zealand coal ; wanting in Tasmania and Australia, 
except, perhaps, in Queensland. 

Jurassio epoch : Mataura series of New Zealand ; Cape Paterson coal-fields of Vic- 
toria ; Clarence Bivor coal of New South Woles, and the coal-bods at Hobarton. 

Liassio epoch : Clent Hill beds of New Zealand; wanting in Tasmania and Australia, 
exc^t Queensland. 

Triasslc epoch : Wairoa beds of Now Zealand ; upper coal formation of New South 
Wales ; wanting in Tasmania. 

Pennio-carboniferous : Kaihiku series of New Zealand ; lower coal formation of New 
South Wales ; Mersey coal-fields of Tasmania. 

This view of the relative ages of those formations had just received remarkable 
confirmation by a late disoovery ; Mr. McKay, of the Geological Survey Department, who 
has recently been at work in the Canterbury Alps, having found plant-beds beneath the 
Spirifer beds of Mount Potts that arc full of the leaves of the Qlosttoptem^ti fern very 
characteristic of the upper and middlo coal formations of New South Wales, and with 
them beds of graphite of considerable commercial value, whicli represents in an altered 
form the Newcastle coal-seams. Along with these occur remains of Saurian reptiles of 
immense size, of which large collections have been made. In conclusion, it was stated 
that only a very small portion of the area, coloured on the map of New South Wales as 
coal formation, contains valuable coal-seams, and that they were not without drawbacks. 
At Newcastle, where the principal collieries are situated, the scams have to be worked 
to an increasing depth by shafts, and require pumping, lu the southern coal-field, the 
coal is worked by adits into the face of the mountain, and lowered by steep inclines in 
the same manner as our own Duller coal will be worked ; but it has to be shipped from 
an exposed coast. The western district coal has all to bu carried over the Blue Moun- 
tains by a railway that ascends and descends by zigzags, that answer well enough for 
passengers and light traffic, but must he rather cosily for transporting coal. Dr. Hector 
stated that all he had scon increased his confidence in the value of our West Coast 
ooal-fiolds, both as regards the quality and extent of the coal and the facilities for 
working them. 

6, Dr, Hector described various recent additions to the Museum, which w'ere ex- 
hibited : (1.) Ventral spines of a species of Banks’ oar-fish, liegalccm gladim^ recently 
cast up on the Farewell Spit, and presented by Mr. H. L. Wilson. Unfortunately, the 
whole of this rare species had not been procured, but a full-sized drawing was shown. It 
is like the frost-fish, but thuteen feet long, and one foot deep, with a high crost over the 
head, and the ventral fins reduced to two long rays or spines, which arc elongated above 
the body, and furuishod with an oval expansion of membrane at the tip. The colours of 
tho fish are very bright and metallic. (2.) A specimen of the sea- trout (Sulnto trutta), 
caught with rod aud artificial fly in the Tasmanian fish-ponds, was shown, and compared 
with specimens at all stages of growth of the same fish reared in Now Zealand. The 
distinct manner in which the specific characters were preserved in them, and also in a 
number of brown trout also exhibited, is opposed to the theory advanced by some that 
the Tasmanian fish are being hybridized. 

Some other interesting fish were also exhibited, forming a small part of a large 
ooUeotion presented by Mr. William Macleay, F.L.8., of Sydney. 
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An intereeting series of gem sands from Mudgoe and the diamond drift of Bingera 
presented bj Professor Liversidge^ and also specimens illustrating his diseoTery of the 
formation of moss gold by the action of gentle heat on arsenical iron pyrites, together 
with specimens of the recently found native bismuth and tin ore of Tasmania, were also 
exhibited. 


Eighth Meeting. January, 1878. 

W. T. L. Travers, F.L.S., President, in the chair. 

1. Further Notes on the Ornithology of New Zealand,” by Walter L. 
BuUer, C.M.G., Sc.D., F.L.S. (Transactions, p. 201.) 

2. “On the Species forming the Genus Ocydromns, a peculiar Group of 
brevi-pennate [Bails,’* by Walter L. Buller, O.M.G., Sc.D., F.L.S. (Trans- 
actions, p. 218.) 

8. “ On the Egg of the Huia (Heieralocha acutirosim),'' by Walter L. 
Buller, C.M.G., Sc.D., F.L.S. (Transactions, p. 212.) 

4.‘ “ On the Addition of the Bed-tailed Tropic Bird ( Phaton rubricauda) 
to the Avifauna of New Zealand,” by Walter L. Buller, C.M.G., Sc.D., 
F.L.S. ('Transactions, p. 210.) 

The President remarked that the hop plantations drew large numbers of the small 
parroquet to certain localitioa. The sparrow on the contrary was useful in destroying 
insects, as was also the introduced minah. Ho agreed with the author that the pukeko 
were disappearing in some places. He thought it doubtful if the kakapo were plentiful 
in the Kaimanawa Kangos, as, if it were so, we should have more specimens. 

Dr. Hector thought the Maoris did not go far into the bush at Kaimanawa. In 1869 
when he explored those mountains he frequently heard the cry of the kiwi and observed 
the tracks which are made hy the kakapos at certain seasons when they assemble on the 
hare grounds above the limits of the forests. 

Mr. Chapman thought that a search for food had a good deal to do with finding 
certain birds so plentiful in certain localities. Ho thought that the little Zosteropt would 
he destroyed hy the sparrow. 

6. “ On Mill’s Fourth Fundamental Theorem respecting Capital,” by 
John Carruthers, M. Inst. C.E. (Transactions, p. 24.) 

Dr. Newman did not agree altogether with the author's views. Political economy 
did not apply in the same way in all countries. It wal a mistake to think that capital 
was only useful when in use. He quite agreed with Mill's theory with the limitations 
he puts on it. The author did not, in his opinion, understand the value of passive 
capital. 

Mr. Young wished the discussion postponed, as he thought many objections might 
be made to the author's views. 

The author, in reply, said that political economy had nothing to do with countries. 
It was a mathematical question and was either true or false ; the axioms must be proved. 
He did not consider that anything had been said to show that he was incorrect in his 
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The Preiiident oonsidered that it would be better to postpone the discussion. From 
what he gathered the paper went to show that the aooumulation of wealth, unless 
employed in doing good to all classes of the community, was misapplied. 

6. “ On Hymenophyllum luWoaam, Colenso,” by T. Bark, F.L.S. 
(Tranaactmts, p. 895.) 

7. ‘^Notice of the OociuTonco of a Variety of Zoatera nana^ Roth, in 
New Zealand,” by T. Kirk, F.L.S. (Tranmctuma, p. 892.) 

8. “On the Naturalized Plants of Port Nicholson and the Adjacent 
District,” by T. Kirk, F.L.S. (Transactions, p. 802.) 

Dr. Hector remarked that in Sydney and Victoria the variegated thistle is cultivated 
for feeding stock, where grass is scarce. 

The following papers were taken as road : — 

9. “On the Belemnites found in New Zealand,” by James Hector, 
C.M.G., M.D., F.R.S. (Transactions, p. 484.) 

10. “ On the Mercurial Springs of the Bay of Islands,” by Dr. Hector, 
Director of the Geological Survey. 

anSTRACT. 

The author gives the result of a re examination of the district in 1871, and 
contends that the brown decomposing sandstone, with lignite and carbonized vegetation 
mentioned by Capt. Hutton as containing the deposits of mercury,* is only a local 
tufaceous deposit formed by the springs, which mechunically precipitate incoherent grains 
of silica coloured with iron. An analysis of water from the springs made in 1869 f shows 
that they are strongly acid and freo from the soluble silica that forms the coment of the 
deposits at llotomahaiia. 

The springs osoapo round the terminal end of a floe of grey scoriaoeous lava that has 
been ejected from a cone on the south shore of the Omapori Lake. This lava is quite 
superficial, and rests on the denuded surface of indurated marlstonos belonging probably 
to the crotaceous series. Several streams take their rise from springs in the locality, and 
there is a chain of lakes which, from their position and relative level, are like the streams 
supplied by underground leakage from the lake, the level of the Omapori Lake being 748 
feet, and that of the springs 630 foot above the sea. 

The author considers that the thermal and mercurial qualities of the springs are not 
due to any active volcauio influence, but to chemical decomposition which is taking 
place in the under part of the lava floe, through which tho waters are infiltrated. 

11. On certain of the Mineral Waters of New Zealand,” by William 
Skey, Analyst to tho Geological Survey Department. (Trans,, p. 423.) 

12. “ On the Result of an Examination of certain of oiir Manganese 
Ores for Cobalt,” by William Bkey, (Transactions, p. 448.) 

18, “ On the Solubility of Calcic Carbonate in Solutions of tho Alkaline 
Chlorides,” by William Skey. (Transactions, p. 449.) 


• Trans. N.Z. Inst., m., 252. 


t Ante, p. 425. 



fi86 ProesedingB, 

14. “ On the Degree of Solubility of certain Earthy Garbonatea in pure 
Water,’* by William Skey. (TramactionB^ p. 462.) 

16. ‘*0n the Butterflies of New Zealand,” by Arthur Gardiner Butler, 
F.L.S., etc. Communicated by John D. Enys, P.G.S. (Trani,^ p. 268.) 

16. ** Notes on the Whales of the New Zealand Seas,” by James Hector, 
O.M.G., M.D., F.H.S. [Tranmetiom, p. 831.) 


Annual General Meeting. 2nd February^ 1878. 

W. T. L. Travers, M.II.B., P.L.S., President, in the chair. 

Minutes of last annual general meeting read and confirmed. 

ABSTRACT REPORT OF COUNCIL. 

Paring the year nine general meetings were held in the lecture-hall at the Colonial 
Museum, which was kindly lent to the Society by the Governors of the New Zealand 
Inatikite. 

Forty-eight papers wore road on the following subjects Geology, 8 ; Zoology, 18 ; 
Botany, 16 ; Chemistry, 4 ; Miscollaneoiis, 8. 

The total number of members is 221, of whom 29 wore elected during the year. 

The Council record with rogret the death of the following members :-*idfred 
Ludlaro, George Moore, and It. P. Orme, C.K. 

The Society’s Library has been added to during the year, and a catalogue is being 
prepared for printing. Several donations to the library are acknowledged with thanks 
from the Philadelphia Exhibition Commissioners, Pr. Hector, H. Siegel, of Vienna, and 
Professor Liversidgo, Hon. Sec. of the Itoyal Society, N.S.W. 

TJje Statement of Accounts shows that there is a balance to the credit of the Society 
of £09 2b. 2d., while a sum of £31 10s. (being one-sixth of the Society’s income) has been 
handed to the New Zealand Institute in compliance with the rules. 

Election of Officer.s for 1878. — PresUhnl — Thomas Kirk, P.L.S. ; 
Vice-presidents — J. Carruthers, M. Inst. C.E., A. K. Newman, M.B., 
M.E.C.P. ; Council — James Hector, C.M.G., M.D., F.R.S., J. 0. Crawford, 
F.G.S., W. T. L. Travers, F.L.B., Dr. Duller, C.M.O., F.L.S., C. Rous 
Marten, F.M.8., F. W. A. Skao, M.D., F.R.C.S.E., Martin Chapman; 
Auditor — Artlmr Baker ; Secretary and Treasurer — R. B. Gore. 

The following papers were token as read : — 

1. ‘‘Oil Floods in Lake Districts and Flooded Rivers in general, with 
Methods adopted for their Prevention and Control,” by H. P. Higginson, 
M. Inst. C-E. (TratisactumSf p. 180.) 

2. “On Paper Currency, being a Reply to a Paper by John Carruthere, 
M. Inst. C.E,”^" by J. Young. 


Ante^ p. 24. 
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ABSTRACT. 

Mr. Mill defines wealth to be “all iweful ami agreeable things which possess 
exohangeable value,” and capital to be ” a stock previously accamulatod of the products 
of former labour.” Mr. Carruthers proposes “ to define wealth to be ‘everything in the 
world which is useful or agreeable to man/ and capital the ‘ ownership of that wealth.’ ” 
The author sees no reason to depart from Mr. Mfiirs definitions, and dtxis not think Mr. 
Carruthers’ definition of capital any improvement upon that of Mr. Mill. There is 
a sense in which nature’s boanties may bo converted into capital. By nature’s bounties, 
he means the rays of the sun, air, and water, and such-like things ; for example, the 
owner of a piece of land by a running stream can at any time command a higher price 
for his land than the owner of another piece, equally good in all other respc*ctB, wliioh is 
at a distance from water. Again, if the stream is of sulllciont volume, ebpecially if the 
fall be considerable, the fortunate owner becomes possessed of an inexhaustible fund of 
potential energy, wliich he may turn in various ways to his owji use and benefit, and 
thereby convert it into capital. He can apply tho energy of the stream to drive machinery, 
and by that means save the expetiao of a steam-engine and tho fuel necessary to drive it. 
He can, if need he, irrigate his lands and increase the produce of his fields. Every 
farmer knows the value of a situation on the sunny side of a hill. The farmer thus 
situated is able to avail himself of tho earliest rays of the sun, and of tho concentration 
of those rays at a later period of the day to promote vegetation. Ho in fact converts tho 
potential euergy^of the sun’s heat into a moans of growing crops, and thereby increasing 
his income. He will be able to produce crops earlier than, and superior in quality 
to his neighbour whose land lies on the other side of tho mountain range, and who 
receives the sun’s rays later in tho da3' and at a more acute angle. 

Tlio author then gives his reasons for disagreeing from Mr. Carruthers on two 
or three points of iraportauco. It is not a difiloult matter to detect the fallacy that 
by creating a paper currency wo should be giving that whi(}h costs almost nothing for 
the product of labour. Tiiis would be doing violence to a fundamental law. It im, in 
fact, saying that we can give a penny for that which costs a pound. The error lies in 
supposing that any power or authority, however great, can create a fictitious or artificial 
value. This is sufficiently disproved by the fact that, wherever the experiment has been 
tried, it has resulted in signal failure. The scheme of John Law, in Franco, in the 
reign of Louis XV., is a case in point. But Tiaw’s scheme had one redeeming feature 
as compared with the theory of Mr. Carruthers, inasmuch as his paper currency was 
supposed to represent tlm possessions of the great landed proprietors. 

The author gives other instances of attempts to sot up a paper currency, notably the 
case of tho United States. 

No legal enactment can override an universal law. The idea of a paper standard of 
currency is not a new one, as will be seen by what has been already advanced. There 
have been visionaries without number who have talked the wildest nonsense on thia 
subject. Yet all enlightened nations have found it necessary to adopt metallic standards. 
And these metals are adopted simply because they are scarce and costly. They represent 
work and labour done, and they are a convenient medium of exchange because they are 
scarce, and require the expenditure of energy to the value that they repreiont to obtain 
them. Tens of thousands of men, with various mechanical appliances, are employed in 
obtaining the precious metals, and others are employed, skilled artisaus, with costly 
machinery, to refine them and coin them into money. If one buys an article for a pound, 
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and gives the vendor a sovereignt he gets value for value; but if tendered a piece 
of paper^ and told that it is worth a pound, he will probably dispute the dictum. The 
case is different with a bank note, because the public have confidence in the banker, 
that he is able to pay specie to the amount specified on the note, upon demand. 

Tlie author then gives his reasons for disagreeing from others of Mr. Carruthers’ 
propositions. He says that Mr. Carruthors* argument appears to him to involve two 
proportions, namely, let, That no real injury is done to the working classes by what 
he may call the disturbance of the equilibrium of labour. 2nd. That benevolence invari- 
ably defeats its end, and results in actual injury to the poor.’* With regard to the first : 
Political economists of this school pass too lightly over the important consequences 
wliich must ensue to a section of the labouring classes by the sudden cessation or 
diminution of any of our national induBtries. They console ihemselvos with the fact that 
capital which is withdrawn from one branch of industry can be immediately employed in 
another. And hence they say no harm is done to the working classes as a whole, 
because if there is a falling off of work in one department of industry, there is a corres- 
poudiug increase in another. Hence it follows that any disturbance of an industry 
consequent upon the withdrawal of capital, to be turned into another channel, results in 
a real injury to the labourers and artizans thus deprived of their legitimate employment. 
And any corresponding benefit conferred upon another section of labourers, will not 
counterbalance the evil. 

With regard to the second proposition : The author takes it for granted that it is 
the duty of the Btate, or of the wealthy classes, to support those who are in want. He does 
not understajid Mr. Carruthors to mean that he is opposed to charity in general, but 
to that particular port of it dispensed by private individuals. Were it so, he should 
confront him with a very different line of argument. Objection is taken by Mr. Car- 
ruthers to the rich man dispensing charity, because he gives away money that would 
otherwise be used in the purchase of manufactured articles, and thereby robs the 
poorer classes of a portion of their income. By a parity of reasoning, it can be shown 
that, if there were no poor-rates, the rich man would have still more to spend. And if 
there wore no taxes at all he would have a still larger sum at his command. Thus we 
como to the ooncluaioii, that the poorer classes pay for the rich man’s charity ; they pay 
his poor-rates, and indeed oU the taxes of the nation, and the rich man pays none at all : 
for it follows, as a natural consequence, that the charities, rates, and taxes paid by the 
rich would, if they were not paid, go into the pockets of the poor— in fact, to a reductio 
ad aheurduriL 

It is not stating the case fairly to say that ** The corn sent to feed the starving 
millions of India was taken from the labouring man’s stock.” It was simply an ordinary 
commercial transaction, so far as the mere export of corn was concerned. Corn is grown 
for sale, just the same as manufactured articles arc produced for sale. If there is a 
superabundance of corn in one part of the world and a scarcity in another, the current of 
trade immediately sets in to restore the equilibrium. And the case of India is no excep- 
tion to the rule. We might as well say that the oom annually exported from the 
Australian colonies and New Zealand to Europe, is taken from the poor man’s stock. 

8. “ Notice of the Discovery of Monoclea fonien^ Hook., in New 
Zealand,” by T. Kirk, P.L.S. {Tramactiom^ p. 418.) 

4t Desoriptione of new Plants,** by T, Kirk, P.L.S, {Tram,^ p. 419.) 
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5. A revised Arrangement of the New Zealand Species of Dacrydium^ 
with Descriptions of new Species/’ by T. Kirk, F.L.S. {Tram,^ p. 888.) 

6. ‘ * An Enumeration of recent Additions to tlie Now Zealand Flora, with 
critical and geographical Notes,” by T. Kirk, F.L.S. (See Appendix.) 

The retiring President then delivered the following Anniversary 

ilDDBBSB. 

It is my duty, on retiring from the office of President of this Society for the past 
year, shortly to refer to its labours since the last annual address was delivered, and I 
can only regret that urgent business engagements and the limited time at my disposal 
prior to my contemplated departure for Europe have prevented my doing such justice to 
the subjects of those labours as they deserve. Unfortunately, too, my predecessor was 
unable to deliver the usual address, and the Society was thus deprived of the advantage 
of Ills review of the work done during his term of office, besides which ho has necessarily 
left the duty of doing so to less able hands. 

A glance at the Transactions of the New Zealand Institute for the year ending May, 
1877 , will, I am happy to say, show that the interest taken in those classes of scientific 
subjects which have ordinarily occupied the attention of members of this society, has in 
no degree abated, for we find that of the miscellaneous essays 19 out of 20 were con- 
tributed by members of this Society, of those on zoology 12 out of 38 , on botany 12 out 
of in, on chemistry the whole, and on geology 6 out of 9, whilst several of the remaining 
published papers are reprints from the eontributioas of foreign authors to the *♦ Annals 
and Magazine of Natural History," a fact which increases the proportion in which our 
society contributed, during the year in question, to the Transactions of the Institute. 

But it is not alone by the number of its contributed papers that our Society may be 
considered as distinguished in its labours during the year now under review. Many of 
these papers are of high scientific value and interest, not merely because the facts stated 
in them have resulted from careful observation — a matter of primary importance in all 
scientific work,— hut because the conclusions deduced from those facts are thought out 
and given in the spirit of sound philosophical enquiry. 

Amongst the more important contributions I may instance those of Dr. Newman, 
Mr. Rous Marten, Mr. Coleman Phillips, Dr. Hector, Dr. Duller, Mr. Kirk, Dr. Curl, 
Mr. Thomson (the Surveyor- General), Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Skey, and Mr. A, McKay; and 
although some of these papers open questions of a controversial character, there can be 
little doubt of their respeotive values as additions to the common stock of seieutifio 
knowledge. 

As in the preceding year, so in the past one, our Society takes foremost rank in 
contributions to the Trausaotions, fur I find that it has contributed 8 miscellaneous 
essays, 13 papers on zoology, 12 on botany, 3 on chemistry, and 8 on geology, whilst the 
range of subjects is in no degree narrowed, and the treatment has been characterized by 
the same amount of care and research. 

It is, however, fair to observe in this connection that our Society has the advantage 
of numbering amongst its members several gentlemen connected with the soientifle staff 
of the Government, who naturally enjoy far greater opportunities of observation than fall 
to the lot of the majority of the members either of this or of the other societies affiliated 
to the Institute. It cannot be denied, however, that in some parts of the colony such 
opportunities as do occur arc not taken advantage of, and thus many facts, which, 
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recorded, would be valuable, by remaining unrecorded are lost to seienoe. This is a 
matter mucli to bo rogrotted, more especially when we consider the remarkable position 
which New Zealand occupies as a field for scientific enquiry. 

As you are doubtless aware, the soundings taken by the Challenger ** between 
Australia and New Zealand daring the late scientific voyage of that vessel, have shown 
us that there is indeed between these two countries a very great gulf ; for although it 
appears that for some 250 miles to the westward of New Zealand the depth of the sea 
increases slowly and is comparatively small, it also appears that, beyond that distance, 
the depth increases with great rapidity, nltimatoly reaching 2,600 fathoms, or sufficient 
to submerge the highest points of the Southern Alps. It is in no degree surprising, 
therefore, that little analogy has been found to exist between the natural productions of 
these tsvo countries, for it has been found, for example, in the case of the Indo- and 
Austro-Malayan divisions of the Malay Archipelago, that a comparatively small expanse of 
deep w^ater has boon sufficient to account for immense diycrsities in natural productions, 
even between places wliich correspond in their main physical and olimatal conditions. 
It is, moreover, well Ascertained that the present distribution of life over the surface of 
the globe is the result of the latest changes which have taken place upon that surface, and 
it is therefore abundantly clear that, if New Zealand had ever been connected by land 
with the Australian continent, it must have retained some of the peculiar types of life 
which characterize that country. Singularly enough, the analogies of our fauna and flora 
are far more with those of South America and the southern parts of Africa than with 
those of Australia, indicating, indeed, a former laud connection l>otwoon those several 
places, notwithstanding the enormous expanse of sea by which they aro now separated. 

I may here mention one very curious instance of this analogy. Amongst the more 
remarkable insects of New Zealand is the Peripatus^ a creature only found in decaying 
wood, upon which it probably feeds, and which resembles an ordinary caterpillar in its 
appearance. But this insect never passes to the pupa or imago stages, being oviparous 
in the larval condition, and is absolutely incapable of passing alive over even the smallest 
space of salt-water. Now the same insect is found in Chili and at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and in both cases under precisely the same conditions as in New Zealand, But 
no such insect is found in any part of Australia or Tasmania. It will be remembered, 
moreover, that the vegetation of the sonth-wostern coasts of South Amorioa resembles, 
in a remarkable degree, that of the western coasts of the S<nUh Island, so much so, 
indeed, that Mr. Baiwin’a vivid and interesting description of the former might almost 
be applied rerhatiin to the latter district. The same difierenoes exist between the 
natural productions of Australia on the one hand, and of the islands immediately to the 
northward of New Zealand (such as Norfolk Island and New Caledonia) on the other, 
whilst considerable analogy exists between those of our islands and of the islands to the 
northwaxd. 

But a careful consideration of our own fauna and flora leads to the further oonelu- 
eion that New Zealand has occupied an isolated position, as a zoological and botanical 
province, for a vast period of time, and the oiroumstance that, until quite recently, it 
was unvisited by civilized man, and was therefore saved from a class of interferences 
calculated to exercise a profound modifying influence upon its natural productions, 
invests those productions with the very greatest interest in a soientiflo point of view. It 
becomes our duty, under such circumstances, to exercise the utmost diligence in observa- 
tion and in the collection of facts to be afterwards need in our attempts to solve the 
problems which the character of our fauna and flora offer for solution. 
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An A patent ineUuod of tlie nocesBity for, and advantage of, careful observation, I 
may call your attention to the controversy which, for some yeais paat, was carried on 
between writers in this colony as to the inoa. Dr. von Haast, in a considerable number 
of papers, and up to the very last, has contended that these birds were exterminated long 
before the occupation of New Zealand by the present native race, assigning tholr destruc- 
tion, indeed, to what he terms — in contradistinction, 1 presume, even to their immediate 
predecessors in occupation— “ a race of autochthones/* Dr. von Haast has been sup- 
ported in his contention by other writers of minor note, who, however, ai>poar to have 
had very little opportunities of obtaining correct information, but who— like the pro- 
verbial far-off cow, which is always supposed to have long homs— might, in the mind of 
persona at a distance, have been supposed to possess special moans of knowledge. 

On the other hand, Dr. Hector and other writers whose opportunities of observation 
and of obtaining correct information were very large, always contended that the extinc- 
tion of these gieat birds was a comparatively recent matter. It is fortunate that 
evidence of a very conclusive character has been obtained, which has enabled the highest 
authorities of the day to pronounce judgment upon the matter, which has been done 
emphatically agaiust Dr. von Haost's contention. This judgment is to bo found in 
Professor Owen’s last paper on the IHmrmidfe, in which he nseR the following language : 
*' As to the geological relations of the bones of the moas, reviewing the whole evidence, I 
concur with the learned Professor Igino Cocchi in referring Dhioniis emfgus, />. elcphan- 
Utpite^ D. gigantem (var. rohmtm)^ and D. ingem to the ‘ Periodo attuale/ which is 
e<iuivalent to the * neolithic’ or ‘recent period’ of ‘ Ethno archmology/ At the same 
time I think that certain remains from the ffuviatile deposits in the North Island, 
representing the species DinorniH gigantem^ 7). ingemHf D, AU'UthioideH, and D. didifonnie^ 
of a heavier and less recent character than the bones from the South Island, have come 
from birds which lived in ‘ post-pliocene,’ or quaternary, or even earlier times. But all 
the species seem to have existed and abounded when the present race of Maoris set foot 
On Now Zealand, and tho final extirpation to liave been of comparatively recent date/’* 

Upon another subject of equal, if not indeed of greater interest, a controversy is fitill 
being carried on, but with comparatively little satisfactory material for the determina- 
tion of tho points at issue — I pllude to tho question of the origin of tho present New 
Zealanders and the date of their first arrival in those islands. 1 ventured to take part 
in this discussion by reviewing the traditions collected and published by Sir George Grey, 
in which a perioil of OfX) years hack is fixed as that of tho arrival in these islands of the 
first Maori immigrants. Tho object of my paper was to show that, although the tradi- 
tioDH in question afford that clasR of testimony which traditions usually offer in support 
of the assumption that the present race is descended fiom the uniou of immigrants from 
the northward witli people previously in occupation, they give (taken by themsclvGB) no 
assistance whatsoever in determining the date at which or tho locality from which this 
immigration took place. Upon this subject, also, we have Pr. von Haast and otliers on 
the one side contending that the present race is of very recont introduction to these 
islands, whilst persons well acquainted with Maori lore, supported by considerations 
which are not touched by tho learned doctor and his friends, arc clearly of opinion that 
tho story of the Maori migration to those islands is a very old one indeed. My own 
opinion is that we are as yet utterly wanting in the materials necessary for the detei'- 
mination of th^ question at issue, and that we ought to suspend all judgment upon it 
until the traditions and history of the allied races in the other Pacific islands, with full 
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notices of tbeir habits and customs^ have been oolleoted and become available for pur- 
poses of comparison. But it is obvious that the necessary materials for settling this 
question will be incomplete, if we, on our side, neglect the opportunity, now rapidly 
passing away, of putting upon record all that can be learnt upon the points at issue, 
from the Maoris themselves, whose tohungas^ or chief priests, are in possession of much 
lore bearing upon them. 

In Br. von Haast's recent address as President of the Philosophioal Institute of 
Canterbury (which will appear in the forthcoming volume of the Trausaotions),* that 
learned gentleman discusses the antiquity of certain raddle and charcoal marks upon 
some llmestoue rooks in the Woka Pass, on the line of road between Canterbury and 
Nelson, which (on the authority of one Matiaha Tira Morohn, a Maori residing at 
Moeraki) he attributes to a race of people called Ngapuht (whom he characterizes as 
** somewhat mythioar'), to whom Matiaha also attributes “the extinction of the moa and 
the heaps of pipi shells found in the mountain ranges,” on the ground, as to the latter 
fact, that the supposed people were great travellers. But Dr. von Haast thinks he bar 
found out what would certainly be a point of great importance if correct in regard to 
these so-called paintings, namely, that the mytliical Ngapuhi ** wore in the habit of 
using “some oriental language” (previously identiiled by him as the “Tamil,” from 
oomparifloii of wliat he terms fragments of letters with the inscription on Mr. Oolenso's 
bollt) for the purpose of describing the wretchedly rude figures drawn on the rocks. 
Except a very fair sketch of a hat (something like a bishop’s hat) which, if it be intended 
for a hat, speaks for itself, tlio figures certainly require explanation, but the learned 
doctor’s tlipory as to the origin of those scratchings would, if accepted, lead us to the 
remarkable conclusion that “ a people sulficiently civilized to teach their children read- 
ing and writing in some oriental language,” and who used it to indicate the meaning of 
the very rudest drawings upon a rook shelter, should have left no other trace of their 
civilization, and sliould have been content to carry cockles for food, from the sea shore 
to the distant Southern Alps. I notice this remarkable portion of Dr. von HaaH’s 
address in order to show how utterly iudefeusiblo it is to indulge in such speculations on 
the hare authority of an illiterate Maori, descended no doubt from some Ngatikahungunu 
migrant, whoso knowledge of the South Island and its former iuhahitaats only dates 
from the well-known migration of a part of that tribe, some 200 years ago. 

It will he seen from the foregoing remarks, thsit problems of very great interest are 
presented to us for solution, and that the difiiculty of solving them is in no degree 
lessoned by such ill-advised speculations as those to which 1 have referred. But let me 
enquire further what we have to do. We have, in the first place, to perfect the olassifica- 
tion of our own fauna and flora— a work in which we are happily assisted by some of the 
greatest living writers on natural history. Wo have then to determine the relations of 
our fauna and flora to those of other countries — a Mrork for which perfect materials will 
not bo attainable for many years. We have, moreover, to carry back our enquiries on 
these points into past geological periods, in order to ascertain what relatione the existing 
natural productions of these islands bear to those of which the remains have been pre- 
served to us iu the gre.at “ Stone Book ” of Nature ; and for all these purposes it is 
CHSOutial that we should bo uncoasing iu observation and careful in its record. 

In order to illustrate the nature of the labours cast upon us, let me again refer to 
the liistory of the gi'cat struthious birds which formerly roamed over the plains and open 
places of these islands. The fact of their former existence has, as we know, been long 
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estCkbHshed beyond donbt. Tbeir extinction is also beyond doubt ; and it has now become 
abundantly clear that that extinction took place in comparatively recent times. But 
although we have reason to believe that the Maoris are possessed of fall accounts of the 
habits of these birds, and of their own modes of hunting and otherwise capturing them, 
we have, as yet, collected only the most fragmentary portions of those accounts, and but 
little even of what wo have oollooted has been ptiblished. And we know absolutely 
nothing of the origin, in past time, of these remarkable animals, no remains of any birds 
which can be identified as belonging to the Struthionida, having yet been discovered 
even in later tertiary formations, although those of tho penguin have been found in the 
upper chalk or older eocene rocks. 

There is one espooial point, too, in connection with these huge birds which merits 
particular attention. Tho existing species of the Stniihio}iulie are peculiar to the 
southern hemisphere, and, looking to New 2!ealaiid as an instance, it would not have 
been surprising had we found many species in each of the sovoral localities which this 
family now inhabits. And yot South America is the only one of thoso habitats which 
affords more than one species— namely, the Ukea americamt and tho H. darwiniit which 
never associate together, and each of which is confined to a particular range of country. 
Africa possesses only one species, tho Struthio cameluH ; Australia also one, the emeu or 
Dromaiua noiue-hollavditt; whilst tho cassowary is confined to Java, Sumatra, Banda, 
and tho Moluccas. Another largo struthioua bird, tho mooruk, tho nearest living form of 
the extinct moas, has heon found in the Solomon group ; nud, as you are no doubt aware, 
the remains of a huge slrnthious bird, the J^pyornh^ have been discovered in Madagascar, 
but as yet, at all events, only the remains of one species liavo been obtained. 

Wo have therefore this very remarkable fact presented for our observation In regard 
to tho extinct StruthionuUe of New Zealand — that, within a comparatively small range, 
a large number of dilToront forms presenting apparent specific distinctions oo*existed, and 
must, looking to the circumstances in wl)ich their remains were obtained, have associated 
togctlicr freely. I may here remark that rrofessor Owen docs not subscribo to the 
further generic subdivision of niuornh^ as proposed by Dr. von Haast. He says : Dr. 

von Haast has followed his ornithological countryman’s procedure in a further generic 
subdivision of the Dinoniithidie. Dbwrnh didiformu— the type of lleichonbaoh’s genua 
Anomilopteryx (1850)— is the type of You Haast’s genus MeioniU (1874), The Kurap- 
teryx of Von Haast (1874) is the Syomin of Keichenbach (1850), botli represented by 
DinornU ccmiarinun. * • ♦ These genorillcations of the accomplished author of the 

* Haudbuch der specicUen Oraithologio.’ have not met with acceptance or favour at tho 
hands of subsc^iuent systematists. Whether the parallel labours of Dr. von Haast will 
be more fortunate remains to bo seen.”* It must, however, be noted as regards New 
Zealand that, except man, these huge birds had no enemy, and must Imve remained 
completely undisturbed for a p eriod quite sufficiently long to account for tho formation 
of tho many apparent species whose remains have boon discovered. 

Another point of great interest presented to us, and already alluded to in this 
address, is “ The whence of tho Maori ?” Upon this subject, as I have before observed, 
many papers have apimared in tho Transactions of tho Institute, b\it the various writers 
have as yet failed to solve tho problem, Mr, Wallace, in his most valuable and 
intorostiug account of the natural history of the Malay Archipelago, has pointed out, 
as tho rltoult of careful study and observation, that all tho varieties of {>ooplo which 
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inhabit that arohipelago and Polynetiia may ba referred to an admixture of Mongo- 
lian and Papuan elementa. It waa, ae he mentions in an appendix to his work, at 
one time thought the study of crania offered the only sure basis for the clasBifleation 
of man, but he refers on this point to the fact, that an opinion is now beginning to 
gain ground, that, for this special purpose, the study of crania is of very little value— 
an opinion boldly avowed by Professor Huxley, one of our greatest living ethnologists. 
He further urges, that we are most likely to arrive at correct views as to the origin 
of any pai'iicular section of the peoples in question by a careful study of their habits 
and customs; and he has arrived at the following conclusions Firstly, that the 
numerous intermediate forms of man which occur among the oountless islands of 
the Pacific were originally the produce of a mixture of some lighter- coloured Mongol 
race with the dark Papuans ; secondly, that those intermediate races are not merely 
the result of this mixture, but are, to some extent, truly intermediate or transitional ; 
and lastly, that, although it is undoubtedly true that there are proofs of extensive 
migratious amongst the Pacific islands, which have led to a commtmiiy of language 
from the Sandwich group to New Zealand, there ia no evidence whatever of recent 
migration from any surrounding country to Polynesia, since there is no people to be 
found elsewliere suffioiently resembling the Pidyuesiai) race in their olitef physical and 
mental charaotenstics. 

1 might indicate many other and, indeed, far more important subjocta which require 
the attention of our scientific bexlies, but I should weary you. It is sufficient to point 
out that the development of the material resources of a country is intimately connected 
with the progress of soleiititio enquiry amongst its people, and, therefore, how essential it 
ifl that a taste for such enquiry should be cultivated amongst us. In conclusion I may 
venture to express a hope that no relaxation will take place in the efforts of those who 
are engaged in scientific research in this colony, and that their labours will l>e such, in 
the future, as to deserve the hearty commendations which those in the past have received 
from the highest authorities in Europe. 

At the conclusion of the President’s address, on the motion of Dr. Newman, a vote 
of thanks was unanimously accorded to Mr. Travers for his address and for the able 
manner in which ho hod presided over the Society during the past year. 

On the motion of Dr. BuUer a vote of thanks was also given to Mr. A. Baker, who 
had kindly undertaken the office of auditor to the Society for several years past. 

A conversazione was tlien hold in the Colonial Museum by permission of the Board 
of Govoniors of the Now Zealand Institute, at which about 400 members and their 
friends, including His Excellency the Marquis of Normanby, G.C.M.G., wore present. 
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Tlie President then delivered the following anniversary 

ADDRESS. 

lu the first plAoe I must thank you for the honour which you have conferred upon me 
in electing me as your President for the current year. I am afraid that a Society insti- 
tuted for the advancement of Art, Science, and Literature, has not shown itself artful hy 
such choice. Hegretting, both for your sakes and my own, that I possess no scientific 
attainments, have no literary tastes, and am devoted to no art, I can only promise that 
by industry and attention to the objects of the Museum and Institute 1 will endeavour 
to remedy these serious deficiencies. The means laid down by the rules of bur Society 
for the attainment of its ends, are a Museum, a Library, Lectures, and Meetings of 
Members. I look upon the first in order of these as the most important, because the 
most direct ; the impression on the brain is more positive, more accurate, more indelible 
when conveyed by ocular inspection of a substance itself than by perusal of a written 
description of it, or than by listening to a lecture upon it ; besides the visual conception 
is the speediest mode of acquiring comprehension, — take, as an example, a specimen of a 
stuffed bird, 3*ou look at it, and in an instant you acquire a knowledge of the size, 
colours, and partly of the habits of the living bird,— turn to a book on ornithology, you 
find the height, a description of the colours, wings, tails, claws, and other particulars, 
which you must put together for yourself, and then trust your imsgiiiation for the 
appearance of the bird, unless there is a plate to help you ; and even should there be 
one, only compare the picture with the reality, aud you will bo struck VN^ith the advantage 
possessed by the actuality over the best iwssiblo ruscrablnnce. Bo, too, more especially 
of minerals, a look, a handling, and how much more you feel to know about them, than 
by a geological exegesis ; not that I am despising this latter, but only extolling ilie 
former modes. Look at maohiuory ; how long would it take most of iia to comprehend 
the working, say, of a locomotive engine by studying a mere written account, or listening 
to a descriptive discourse, even from the most acoompUshed of engineers ! True, accom- 
panying drawings may assist you, and render that iutelligiblo which otherwise would be 
altogether beyond your powers, hut how much more facile it appears wlion, examining for 
yourself the complicated apparatus, you trace the supply of water and cou.1, the genera- 
tion of steam, the manner in which its power is controlled and directed, the multitude 
of appliances by which the engineer regulates the speed and motion of his mighty 
monster, and renders it subservient to his will, aud although pure science must be 
allotted to library or lectures, in most of its branches illustrations by experimental 
apparatus are necessary to exemplify the various processes involved. 
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I need not reeapitolate the eeveral objects which our Museum oontaius, for inoei of 
you are familiar with these, but 1 wish to say a few words upon our defloiences. 

We require to make ae perfect an assortment as can be got together of all deeorip* 
tions of implements, weapons, and mannfaotnrcs of the Maori race and their South Sea 
congeners—a task becoming more iliillcult every day. Students in ethnology will require 
these things to guide them. As an instance of such use, 1 may mention that, looldng the 
other da.v at engravingH of the Hculpture on a temple at Paletigue, in Central America, I 
was forcibly ntruok by their wonderful rosemblauoe in feature and attitude to the well* 
known Maori “ heitiki.” 

We need a specimen of every kind of local animal, seeing, as we do, that many of 
the indigenous species are rapidly becoming extinct, as the native dog and rat, both at 
one time largely used for food ; birds, too, are disappearing ; quail, once plentiful, are no 
more ho ; tuls and bell-birds rarely seen. All the natural productions of tliese islands 
sliottld bo rcpreseiitod, both for onr own instruction atid for that of strangers, who, 
visiting us, desire to cari-y away with them a knowledge of our resources. But, in 
addition to objects of these classes, obtainable on the spot, there are other materials to 
be sought elsewhere, which are as essential to uS all. 

Many of us w'ho can look bock for fifty years must bo filled With wonder at the 
gigantic progress which has been made within that time in nearly every science which 
ooudheea to the comfort and convenience of man;-—the invention of locomotives, ocean 
steam navigation, electric telegraphy, photography, medical aiifesthetics, are but a few 
iiistaucos. Many of these, (liough originated whilst we were in the mother country, have 
been vastly improved and developed during our sojourn here ; and it is necessary, for the 
cilneation both of ourHelves and children, unless we desire to drop behind iu the march of 
human advancement, that we should possess models and scientific apparatus. Without 
converting our building into a polytechnic, or attempting ourselves to become savans, we 
must devote some little attention to these matters if wc wish even to attain sufiicient 
knowledge to enjoy the perusal of a daily newspaixo*. 

In other ways the world gets wiser. Arc wo to ke^p pat*© ? 

Let us turn to history. Most of ns who have passed middle age must look back with 
regret upon the many hours wasted iu our youth in learning what was in those days terznod 
ancient history,^’ but which patient I’csearch and scientific investigation has of late 
largely relegated to the domain of myth or fiction, iiow did tve study this lustory ? Bid 
we start from any fixed or known point, and then trace dowuw’ards, by sucoessive stops, 
ascertained facts, and their deducible eiTects, age after age? No. We began, so to speak, 
in the cloiuls : in Greek history — the migration of the Polasgi or Deucalion’s flood ; in 
Boinan-— Bomulns and Bemus, with their wolLmother, were taught us as dogmas which 
it was heresy to disbelieve : and on these foundations were built up, by layers of con- 
secutive fables, stories which passed for accounts of events. 

The study of comparatively modem, or even oontemimraneous history, is beset with 
many dilficultics, not the least being the danger of being misled by the colouring with 
which political partizansbip has tinged the authors’ narratives ; but beyond this a sort of 
semi-^excusable nationalism prevails, which makes an Englishman prone to unduly 
expatiate on those portions of his country’s career wlzich have been in his eyes more 
especially glorions, passing by or palliating topics of a humiliating kind, --sends a 
Bcotchman to Wallace and Bannockburn, an imaginative Irishman to the Tuatha 
Banaans, Eirbolgs, and Halls of Tara. Only read the Koglish, Frenohy and Prussian 
accounts of the battle of Waterloo : but for the reonrrence of the same names of persons 
imd places, one could hardly believe ihat the three relations pertained to the one event t 



Auckland Inctitute* 


HI 


So Al0o of Ancient history, trhen, if not written for the pnrpose of advocating one or 
another scheme of political govemment~-demooratio, oligarchic, or monarohio— it is 
biassed by the patriotic feelings of the writer. Many, too, of the passages of these 
authors have been palpably eomipted either by carelessness of transcribers or by wilful 
alterations. Years of patient labour have been bestowed by learned men in endeavouring 
to elucidate the readings of perplexing or contradictory paragraphs, with by no means 
satisfactory results. 

But sixty years have passed since the younger Niebuhr, not content with having 
read nearly every written histoiy, resolved to verify, as far as possible, the accounts of 
the historiographers by a minute and critical examination of the ruins of biuMiuga 
mentioned, a survey of sites described in their works. Ho more especially devoted liim- 
self to Boman sources, and speedily came to the oonolusiou that much, if not all, the so- 
called Boman history, prior to the first Putuc War, was by no means trustworthy. Many 
scholars, more or less convinced by Niehuhris facts and arguments, treated Greek histoiy 
in a similar manner, the result being a rude shock to what had become an established 
faith. After doubt came attempts at reconstruction ; a more thorough research of all the 
most world-renowned localities was organivied; Dr. Young’s and Champalliou’s attempts to 
decipher Egyptian hieroglyphics, and partial success, led to many collaborateurs follow- 
ing in their tracks ; Egyptian annals going back for thirty centiirios before the Christian 
era have been compiled, end though much may be doubted, these facts remain— con- 
ferring more authenticity than the often retranscribed manuscripts of early classic writers 
— that in many instances the inscriptions on stone or writing < on papyrus are of the 
same antiquity as the events related, and have come down to ns utiaUered by snucooding 
generations. But stone even has not always proved a pormanetit medium for conveying 
records to posterity; in the Assyrian excavations of Kawlinsou, Layard, Smith, and 
others the earlier inscriptions or carvings on alabaster or stone have often been partially 
effaced. In some coses the stone dado round rooms has been reversed, and the same 
material re-used to jxmrtray the triumphs or solemnities of a later dynasty. These 
ancients, however, had discovered a material as diirablo oven as stone, and easily worked, 
for recording events or myths. Slabs of day had characters incised upon them, wore 
then baked, and thus defied that great destroyer— lire. Thousands of broken tiles of 
this kind, ruled into columns, and numbered on tlie back or bottom, have been exhumed 
at Nineveh ; the fractures having been caused, partly by the fall of the building contain- 
ing this library, partly by disintegration through moisture. The date of the manufacture 
of these tablets has been fixed ns cotnmeiicing with the reign of Assur, about 1500 
years B.C., and concluding with the reign of Assurhauipal, about 670 years B.C., say 2.’K) 
years later than the Arundelian marbles usdign as the age of Homer and Hesiod. Many 
of these later Assyrian tiles arc not the originals, but copies of Chaldean or Babylonian 
tiles of far greater antiquity, meutiouiug only kings reigning at this latter city at least 
900 years anieoedently. It appears that the Assyrian monaroks besides committing to 
these clay tablets tbe annals of their own respeotivo reigns, caused oopies to be made of 
the tabled of other states for the royal Ubraiy. This has been confirmed by the discovery 
on etiQ more ancient sites of pieces of tablets of earlier work narratiug the same story. 
Inoredible labour has been bestowed upon putting together corresponding fragments of 
these many thousand broken tablets (1 believe no perfect one has been found yet), some 
have been partially completed, the cuneiform inscriptions interpreted, and amongst 
valuable discoverieB, most wonderful corroborations of the Mosaio description of the 
deluge and rescue in the ark distinctly made out. 
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Ur. Smith, our higboiBt AuUiority, bollevea that a very early period may be allowed 
to some of thd' Babylonian tablets, but names Unikh, who reigned at Ur, about 2,000 
B.G., as the earliest king to whom any o! the existing tablets can be attributed with any 
degree of conhdenoe. We know that Abraham, according to the book of Genesis, came 
originally from this same Ur, and that his vocation, according to Usher's chronology, was 
1,021 B.O., or, according to Josephus, 2,083. Is it possible that an account of the deluge 
was brought from Chaldea by Abraham, handed down through his descendants to MoBes^ 
and that the condensed narrative of Holy Writ can now be retraced to its original and 
ampler source? Quite recently Dr. Sohliemaun, after years of excavations qn the spot 
which ho considered as the site of Ancient Troy, passing through, first, the ruin of a 
modem town, — next of an earlier one of about the age of Alexander the Great, — there^ 
after finding a third layer of wrecked abodes, with only rude stone implements, arrived at 
last, at a depth of from 8H to 50 feet from the surface, at the oiigiual diJbris of the otvrliest 
habitations ; here, in what he calls the remains of Troy itself, metal is again found ; 
gold and bronze, with pottery, demonstrating that the more civilized Trojans made way 
for a ruder people, who were again succeeded by Greeks. Animated by these discoveries, 
Schliemann arranged for fuiihcr Siarching for Homcr*8 heroes, and has, at Mycenae, just 
as described by the old blind poet, found tombs containing many golden objects, but 
nothing indicating the use of iron by the long-buried race. Iron, indeed, is mentioned 
in the Idod, but only as used for arrow-heads ; thus, whilst much which was accounted 
*« history ” can ho proved to be fiction, there seems every probability that, in song, we 
fchall find many facts, embodied, indeed, in mere poetic colouring matter, which will tend 
io give us stepping-stones across the flood of unknown time. 

The spirit of enquiry has not been limited to those countries whioh->like Kgypt, 
Chaldea, Greece, Homo -have loft behind them records for our instruction as to their 
places in cosmoip'aphy ; as, in Kew Zealand, wo have hunted up the kitchen middens of 
the moa-hunters for the weapons and utensils of tlie early inhabitants of this land, 
so elsewhere a siiuilar process has been applied to caves, tumuli, gravel beds, lake 
dwellings, and all sources whence light could be obtained as to the ways and means of 
prehistoric or early man ; the importance of the discoveries thus mode caused Bauko, the 
first of living German historians, when bringing out three years ago a second edition of 
his Prussian history originally published in 1848, to ro-writo all the earlier portion of it, 
assigning as the reason in his preface, ** not only has the knowledge of events, been 
largely increased by zealous and successful enquiry, but the general range of view has 
been widened.” 

One of the first questions which we naturally ask ourselves when considering the 
early history of the human race, or anthi’opology, as it has been termed, Is — When, 
geologically speaking, did man appear on the earth ? with what animals was he con- 
temporaneous ? We all know that a world — in some essentials this world, though under 
very different conditions from the present — had an existence countless ages ago, and that 
many remains of gigantic and wonderful animals have Iteen disinterred under a variety 
of circumstances; but you must by no means suppose that all these varieties of life were 
coexistent : thousands of years must have separated them. The great saurians had 
departed ere many animals now extinct had even appeared. We know that animals do 
disappear from certain coiii\trios, and even from the face of the earth. The wolf, the 
beaver, the reindeer inhabited the British Isles within dates which are fixable; but, 
though man's bones are found in England with those of the hyena and oaye-bear, we 
lose oUiSelves when trying to assign the period of their intermixture. 
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Geologists havo formed an opinion that the two latest grand changes in the world^s 
condition have been caused by the action of ice, and have named those os the ** glacial ** 
ages, separated by an ** inter-glacial period of undefinable length : the alpine glaciers 
are remains of the later ice age ; it must have been in some such timo that the south of 
France could have been inhabited by the multitudes of reindeer and mammoths, of which 
remains have been found : we know that those were dwellers in extremely cold countries, 
and that the latter has been long extinct, the most recent vestiges of it having been dis- 
covered enveloped in snow. But coeval with these animals in the south of Prance there 
was man : for some time their bones, which had been split longitudinally, were the chief 
evidence that man had operated upon those, one of the distinguishing charaoteristics of 
man being, that whereas many animals use material, man alone uses implements ; and 
these broken bones were in juxta-posiiion with the stone tools used for their fracture ; 
but now tills surmise has received confirmation by the discovery of an etching of the 
representation of reindeer fighting, drawn upon a piece of that animal's horn, and of an 
excellent resemblance of a mammoth, at Dordogne, scratched upon a piece of mammoth 
ivory : these were human handiwork, and made by men who must have seen what they 
drew ; for how else could they have derived their knowledge of the appearance of these 
animals ? 

1 am inclined to look upon those two specimens of human workmanship as the 
earliest assignable traces of the existence of man ; some stone implements may be 
earlier, but cannot be shown so to ho — first, from their dating back to the glacial period ; 
secondly, because in the corlieHt works of the nations whose remains have como down to 
us, man is often pictured in conjunction with animals, but whether with lions, dogs, 
horses, bulls, or any other, invariably with animals still existent, and whose existence 
was compatible with the present climatic conditions. 

On the hanks of the Arno, near Florence, are vast accumulations of fossil hones, not, 
indeed, of mammoth and reindeer, but of elephants, rhinoceros, hippopotamus, and bear ; 
were these animals driven before the advancing waters of the deluge to some supposed 
refuge, and there overwhelmed? Was the deluge the cause of the second glacial period? 
If the fountains of the great deep wero broken up, why should not circumpolar ice have 
been thereby drifted over submerged Europe till arrested by the Alps? the vast mass 
would be ages in thawing, and the cold thus developed would permit the mammoth, 
reindeer and man to associate ; ioe-oarried boulders diopped in many parts of Europe 
show the course taken by the invading arctic mass.. 

In assuming that the second glacial period was thus caused by the flood, the latest 
possible date has been attributed to it ; on any other suggestion it would have been 
anterior, and then those two engravings must have been the workmanship of antediluvian 
man. The scientific investigation of the early history of man is yet in its infancy, hut 
must be conducted on the principles now laid down for historians ; these are expectod to 
examine for themselve.=) original documents, to inspect with their own eyes the lands to 
which their narratives relate and to view their antiquities, — not to recompile second- 
hand materials, without ascertaining their validity ; we believe tlie writer who has told us 
that Bagdad existed in the time of Nebuchadnessar, when wo learn that bricks, impressed 
with the name of this monarch, are extracted from foundations of that city. 

We may envy those authors their advantages, but here wo cannot avail ourselves of 
their privileges. But let us do what wo can to diminish the gap between us. 

We need not hope to adorn our building with veritable marbles or biunzes from 
Greeoo and ItfUy, or winged bulls from the banks of the Tigris or Euphrates, yet repro- 
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duotions of mamy of the most marvellous feats of antiquity are procurable at no very 
great cost, whilst if oven these should unfortunately bo beyond our means, there still 
remains to ua the'}x>wor of obtaining, in photography, facsimile representations of most 
great works of art ; thus, to some extent, though not in its full perfection, bringiug home 
to ourselves ocular proof of their existence and appearance. 

It has been well said that the proper study of mankind is man,’^ hut man, in all 
ages, and under all conditions, prehistoric, ancient, modern, civilized, and savage — not 
that I have a word to say in disparagement of natural science. If we then, for ourselves 
and children, really desire to derive the greatest advantages from our possessing a build- 
ing capable of displaying multifarious human productions, and in this way taking a 
foremost position as an educational institution, we require to place together the means 
for comparing the works of man from his earliest existence down to the present day-- 
the rude attempts of primeval man in fashioning lilmsolf an implement, through sitcoes- 
sive modifications, to the complex machinery of the modem engineer, with spooimens of 
art at various epochs, so as to mark the progress of human civilization; that thus, 
learning the statas of man in the past, realizing his position at the present, we may be 
the better enabled to frame for ourselves that future which a beneficent Providence has 
left 80 materially in the power of ourselves. 

1, The Study of Statistics,” by F. J. Moss. 

2. “Descriptions of new Species of Coleoptera^"' by Oapt. T. Broun. 

ABSTBAOT. 

Tins paper named a now genus and twelve species, the descriptions of which will 
appear in a complete catalogue of the New Zealand Colooptera, which the author is now 
engaged in preparing for publication. 

8. “Notes on the Fertilization of Olossoiiiigmay' by T. F, Ghoesemau, 
F.L.S. (TraiimcllonSf p. 858.) 

Second Meeting. 26ih June, 1877. 

II, 0. Barstow, President, in the chair. 

yew Members, — W. J. Cochrane, J, Cimningham, H. A. 0. Fergusson, 
J. B. Graham, J. Hardic. 

1 . Mr. Ewington spoke at some length in reference to Mr. Moss's paper on “The 
Study of Statistics,'’ read at the last mooting. In this utilitarian age men ask, “ What 
is the use of Statistics but some evidence of their use may be inferred from the efforts 
which all European Governments are making, and the expense to which they are going 
to collect statistical information. Statistics being a collection of facts sysiematioally 
arranged and registered, must prove useful to Astronomers, Geologists, Political Econo- 
mists, and students of any department of knowledge, for statistics in the widest accepta- 
tion of the term embrace the whole field of learning. Where observations have to extend 
over a period of years before general principles can be deduced, as in Mr. Darwin's and 
Mr. Herbert Spencer's studies, statistics arc invaluable; and the fact that the last-named 
writer has employed learned men to collect statistical information for this purpose shows 
that their utility is undoubted. 



A'uckland hutUxtie, 


561 

2. Notes on the recent Earthquake Wave, as observed at the Bay of 
Islands,** by James Macfarlane. 

At Manawaora Bay, at 5 a.m. on May lltb, the sea rose six feet above the level of 
the highest spring tides, covering several stretches of low-lying land at the head of the 
bay, and causing considerable alarm to tlie settlers. About the same time the wave was 
felt very strongly in the Waitangi Elver. Some small ouiiers that were boating op the 
river hod to drop anchor to avoid being washed ashore. At Bussell, the tide ebbed and 
flowed at least seven times during the day, at irregular intervals. At Wairoa, Just 
opposite liussell, at about 4 p.m., a wave rushed in with great force, covering at least ten 
yards of the strand above high-water mark ; Mr. Ford’s whale-boat was washed up by it 
and left high and dry. This wave receded immediately, hut shortly afterwards again 
advanced, and remained at the same level as before for over ton minutes. During this 
time a large boat was loaded with potatoes, afloat all iho time, and was just ready to 
shove off when the water again recoded, leaving the boat agrouiid several yanls higher up 
than any boat has boon in the recolleotiou of Captain Haughton, who has been at the 
Bay of Islands since 1840. After this the tide came in and woTit out repoatodly, but 
never reached its former height. 

8. “ Notes ou the Earthquake Wave as felt at Gishoruo,” by Captain 
Crisp, Harbour-master. 

The first wave felt at Gisborne occurred between midniglit and 2 a.m. on the morn- 
ing of May lull, and came in but slightly. Another wave came in about 4 a.m., rising 
about two feet. It being then high water, it had the appoaranoo of an extraoidinary 
swelling of the tide or some distant storm-wave. At about 7 a.m., however, when the 
tide had considerably receded, a very heavy wave rushed in with terrific force, and in the 
space of seven or eight minutes rose perpendicularly as many foot, and tlien ns quickly 
recoded, carrying with it about fifty yards of a sandy i)oint in tlie harbour. No noise or 
any other warning was given of its approach. Similar waves occurred at if a.m., 11 a.m., 
12-40 p.m., and 2*30 p.m, on the same day, each ri.siug from two to tliroe feet. On the 
morning of Saturday, the 12th, 1 was under the impression that the tidal disturbances 
had ceased, but later in Die day they commenced again, and kept on at intervals of 
irregular duration until the morning of Monday, the 14th of May. During the whole 
period of the disturbances it was extremely difllcult to know anything about the regular 
time of high water. It will also be observed that at first there was some little regularity 
in the intervals, but later on this disappeared. 

4. “Dosciiption of a uew Mollusk from Auckland Harbour,” by T. F. 
Cbocflcmau, F.L.S, 

6. “ Descriptions of nc'^v Species of OnleojUera,'* by Capt. T, Broun. 

This paper dealt exclusively with beetles of the sub-family Gohjdiida^ of wliich one 
new genus and sixteen new species were de.scnbod. 


Thuid Mketino. 28r(/ J/t/y, 1877. 

B, C. Barstow, Prosidont, in the chair. 

New Memben^-^k^ Aitken, C.E., J. 0. Barnard, G. Black, W, H. 
Oolbeck, II. E. Cotton, W. ElUott, J. James, W. MoLauglilin, J. Howard, 
D, H. Mackenzie, G. Wade, F. Larkins, Jv Newman, A. Whitaker, 
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1. Early Records of Auckland/’ by His Honour Mr* Justice Gillies* 

ABSTRACT* 

The writer observed that the preservation of the early records of a country was of 
veiy great importance, as personal reminisoencos, however valuable, are seldom entirely 
trustworthy, being unconsciously tinged by the views of the writer, or the part which he 
took in the events 'which ho narrates. A great mass of the early oiRcial records were 
lost in the wreck of tlie *♦ White Swan,” many years ago ; but there no doubt exist in the 
possession of private individuals many records of the early history of the colony, which 
are of little value to the individual, but which, in the course of a few years, will become 
of great interest and value to the community at largo, if they were only collected together. 
The author stated that it was in the hope of stimulating others who possess such records 
to bring them together, and deposit them in the Museum where they would bo accessible 
to the public, that he had 2 >reparod his paper ; and as a first contribution towards this 
end, ho now presented to the Institute a series of fil documents, all more or less bearing 
on the early history of the colony. ^ 

2* “ On the Presence of Nickel in the Auckland District/* by J. A. Pond. 
(Transactiom^ p. 464.) 

B* Reason in the Lower Animals/* by F. G. Ewington. 

A discussion arose, in which Dr. Furohas, Col. Haultain, Mr. Moss, and others took 
part. 


Fourth MEETiNa. 20//^ Aut/ust, 1877. 

R. C. Barstow, President, in the chair* 

Xew Memhen. — G* B. Beerc, W* Buchanan, P, Darby, W. 13owdcn, T. 
Montgomery, R, F. Sandos, T. G* Sandos, A, T. Urquhart, D. C. Wilson. 

The Secretary read tho list of donations to the Museum and Library since ^Ihe last 
meeting. 

1. Note on the Discovery of Moa Remains at Awitu/* by A. Mactier, 

ABSTRACT, 

The remains in question, consisting of a pair of tibisD and metatarsi, together with a 
few phalanges of the foot, were stated to have been found while deepening a drain running 
through a small swamp of about 200 acres in extent, situated immediately behind the 
sand-hills on the West Coast, and about six miles to tho south of tho entrance to the 
Manukau Harbour. Tho bones were embedded in a blue sandy clay, about six feet from 
the surface. Tho swamp was stated to have boon partly drained by the Maoris at some 
remote period, for the lines of their old drains could still bo traced in some places. 

Mr. Cheesoman said that the bones appeared to bo roferablo to Professor Owen’s 
DimrnU giganteus, 

2. Notes on a Deposit in the Shaft of the Pumping Association, 
Grahamstown, Thames,” by G. Black. (Transactions, p. 46G.) 

A long discussion then ensued, in which Messrs Stewart, Goodall, J, B. Bussell, and 
Dr. Purchas took part. 

8. ** Descriptions of new Species of Coleoptcra,*' by Capt* T. Broun* 

This paper contained descriptions of new speoies belonging to the families Anthfi* 
hidaf Aphodiada, and Rhysodidat, 
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4. •• Tewkesbury/’ by J. Adams, B.A. 

This was a review of the period of English History immediately follo\ving the battle 
of Tewkesbury, 

5. Dr. J. L. Campbell read some interesting personal reiniulscenoea of the early 
history of Auckland, entitled ** Auckland in 1840, and how we lived then,*’ and ** Auck- 
land’s first native alarm, an episode of January, 1841.** 


Fifth Meeting. 22nd OctoU)\ 1877. 

R. C. Barstow, President, in the chair. 

Nm Memhera, — W. Felkin, F.E.G.S., A. Heslop, A. Spicer, T. Whitson. 

1. “ Descriptions of new Species of Coleopteray' by Captain T. Broun. 

This paper dealt exclusively with hcotleg of the families Scapkidiida^ IliaUridce^ 

BoiiriMda^ JPtinida^ Dnlidat DiaperidtBt Cerawbyctda^ LauUada*^ and Chryaonudida. 
Two genera and nineteen species were indicated as new. Some interesting information 
as to the habits of throe Hpecies of BoatricHda was also given, and the author drew 
attention to the serious nature of their ravages in Faoua timber. 

2. Notes on the Aphodiadw of New Zealand,” by Capt. T. Broun. 

This family of beetles was stated to have seven representatives in New Zealand — two 

of which were now described for the first time. All the specimens of the five species 
collected by the author were found under stones and logo, and were certainly not 
ooprophagous in their habits as is uniformly the case with the Eui'opcan species. 

8. “Descriptions of two new Mollusks from Auckland Harbour,” by 
T. F. Cheeseman, F.L.B. 

The species described were PUurohranchun ornatnit and Aclesia glauca. Coloured 
drawings of both were exhibited. 

4. “Notes on a branched Nikau Tree,” by S. Percy Smith. {Transact 

iionSf p. 867.) 

5. “ On the Disappearance of the Small Birds of New Zealand,” by D, 
Of Wilson. {Transactions y p. 289.) 

Mr. Firth entirely agreed with the remarks made by the author in reference to the 
operations of the Acclimatization Societies. Of late years quite a howl had been raised 
against the Auckland Society for its introduction of sparrows, greenfinches, ohaffinchcR, 
eto., and it had been even roundly stated that the skylark had turned out an undesirable 
colonist. He had no sympathy with such statements ; and believed tliat they rested on 
very slender foundations. He would admit that at a certain season of the year the 
sparrows and ohafilnehes might take a little grain, or that the llackbirds might help 
themselves to strawberries and cherries ; but the fact remained that for eight months 
out of the twelve neither grain nor fruit could be obtained, and that then the birds must 
depend on insects for their existence. The small amount of evil done was conspicuous, 
and was consequently talked about and magnified, while the much larger amount of 
good performed was in a great measure hidden from view, and as a rule altogether 
•soaped notice. Some years ago a similar outcry was set up in England, and by means 
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of sparrow clnba and similar institutions a wholesalo slaughter ol the smaller birds took 
place. But it soon became evident that as the birds decreased the insects increased, and 
he Was happy to say that public opinion was fast undergoing a change, as was evidenced 
by the Small Birds Protection Act. Here in Now Zealand, where the native birds were 
evidently unable to accommodate themselves to the changed conditions brought about 
by the advent of the European settlers, and were fast diminishing in numbers, it was 
almost a public duty to introduce others to take their place and perform their work ; and 
he felt certain that ultimately the colony would thank the Acclimatization Societies for 
having taken the matter up. 

Mr. Barstow agreed with much that the author had advanced, but could not assent 
to the view that the rat was the sole enemy of the New Zealand birds. He had long 
been of opinion that the introduction and spread of the honey-bee had much to do with 
the disappearance of the honey-eating species, such as the korimako. It was a common 
statement among the Maoris that the bees bad appropriated the honey on which the 
korimakoB fed, and had thus absolutely star\'ed the birds to death. By many peoplo the 
rat was credited with being the cause of the estinotion of the native (tukil, which bred on 
the ground, and (so ran the story) was especially liable to have its eggs or young taken. 
But the same reasoning should apply still more strongly to the case of the pihoihoi, or 
ground lark, which nevertheless still very fairly maintained its numbers. 

6. ‘‘ Technical Education, by J. C. Firth. 

The author stated that he had been induced to bring this matter under the notice of 
the Institute in consequence of the perusal of an excellent report issued by the Minister 
of Education for Victoria. After readiug some extracts from this report, Mr. Firth 
ofiFered some verbal remarks of bis own as to the system of technical education now 
widely established in Germany, and recommended Its introduction, in a modided form, 
into New Zealand. 

A discussion arose, in which the Chairman, Col. HauHain, Mr. Mitford, and the 
author took part. 

7. “ Notes on blowing up Snags in tho Waikato River with Dynamite,” 
by E. E. Hunt, {Tranmetium, p, IGl.) 

This paper, which was fully illustrated vrith plans and diagrams, was read by Mr. 
Firth in the absence of the author. 


Sixth Meeting. Idth Nornnherf 1877. 

B. C. Barstow, President, in the chair. 

1. The following letter, addressed by Capt. G, Mair, P.L.S., to Mr. 
Cheeseman, was read : — 

By cutter * Leah ’ I send you a branch of a marine plant called by the natives 
Toiaramoana or Bimumoana. It was brought up from thirty five fathoms at Whale 
Island, where it is very abundant on the Hapuka fishing grounds. In the old days, before 
the introduction of iron, this plant was much prized by the natives, who dredged for it to 
make their fishing-hooks from. They bent It when green into the required shape, which 
it retained when dry and became as hard as ebony. Several hundred pounds weight of 
fish were caught on these hooks. When taken out of the water the plant was ooyered 
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with numberB of fttar-fish with long radiating arms, each twolve or fifteen inches long ; 
these have now dried up quite small. Ton will see a cluster of rare little shells on the 
stem ooTered up with sponges. These shells are only found in deep water.*' 

The specimen alluded to by Capt. Mair was exhibited. 

2, “ The Curculiouida of Now Zealand/* by Capt. T. Broun. 

Capt. Broun stated that the CtireuUonida now known to inhabit Kew Zealand 
numbered 114 species, distributed among forty-six genera. Of this number one genus 
and thirty species were now described as new for the first time. 

8. “ The Now Zealand Heteromera,'* by Capt, T. Broun. 

Thirteen species were indicated as new. 

4. Description of a new Species of PohipmUum^' by T. F. Cheeseman, 
F.L.S. (Transactions^ p. 860.) 

6. ‘‘Notes on the firing of Torpedoes by Electricity,” by J. A, Pond. 
(Transactions, p. 164.) 


Annual Gknieal Meeting. lB//t February, 1878. 

B. C. Barstow, President, in the chair. 

New Membei's, — T. Bennett, W. A. Brett, Sir llobert Douglas, Bart., 
W. P. Gordon, A. J. Hunter, W. W. Mitchell, J. P. Walker, 
F. A. White. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the last annual meeting, held on IPth February, 
1877. 

ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT. 

During the year six meetings were held, at which 24 papers were read. Since the 
last annual meeting 48 new members have been elected, the total number on the 
register of the Society now being 278. Kumerons donations have been made to the 
Museum, but from the want of funds it has been impossible to supply cases in which 
to exhibit them to the public. Arrangements have been made by tlie curator for inter- 
changes with the chief British and European Museums, and several valuable collections 
have been already received. Tlie retiring Council recommend that an attempt should be 
made to obtain a landed endowment for the Institute, its present revenue Inung insuf- 
ficient to maintain the museum and library in an efficient slate. 

The balance sheet showed the total receipts to be £498 4b. Od. (iiiclnding a balance 
of £80 19fl. 8d. from last year. The expenditure amounted to £423 78. 4d., leaving a 
balance in hand of £7i 10s. 8d. 

Election of Officers for 1878; — President, T. Heale. ; Cuuncil — R. C. 
BarstoW) Tlie Bev. J. Bates, J. L. Campbell, M.D., J. C. riitb,HiB Iluuonr 
Mr. Justice Gillies, The Hon. Col. Hanltain, O. M. Mitford, J. A. Pond, 
The Bev. A. G. Purchas, M.B.C.S.E., J. Stewart, M. Inst. C.K., P. 
Whit*ker ; Auditor— T. Macffarlane ; Snrelary and Treasurei—T. i\ 
Cheeseman, F.L.S. 
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Fihst Meeting. Uh April, 1877. 

Professor von Haast, F.E.S., President, in the chair. 

New Members , — W. A. Willis, The Rev. T. Flavell. 

The President road liis opening address. (Trafisacliom, p. 87.) 

Second Meeting, ith May, 1877. 

Professor von Ilaast, F.R.S., President, in the chair. 

AW Members, — C. C.* Howard, J. Holloway. 

^By permission, Mr. H. Ozerwonka read a paper on the ** Drainage of Ohristohurch.** 

Tuibo MaETiNG. lith xTune, 1877. 

R. W. Foreday iu the chair. 

New Members, — R. Parker, A. Garrick, The Rev. J. S. Smalley. 

Fourth Meeting. 5th July, 1877. 

Professor von Haast, F.R.S., President, in the chair. 

No papers were read. 

Fifth Meeting. 2nd August, 1877. 

Professor von Haast, F.R.S., President, in the chair. 

AW Member, — ^W. Izard. 

“Supplementary Description of Species .or Varieties of Chryso^fhatd 
( Lepidoptera Bhopalvcera ) inhabiting New Zealand,*' by R. W. Foreday, 
C.M.E.S.L. {TnumdcUous, p. 252.) 

Sixth Meeting. Gth Septeinber, 1877. 

Professor von Haast, F.B.S., President, in the chair. 

“ Sketch of the Traditional History of the South Island Maoris," by the 
Bev. James W. Stack. (Transactions, p. 67*) 
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Seventh Meeting, ith October, 1877. 

Dr. J. S. Coward in the chair. 

New Me^nler-^N, 0. Baines. 

1. On the Influence of the Earth's Rotation on Rivers," by A. 0. 
Baines. {Tratmctiow, p. 92.) 

2. ** Sketch of the Traditional History of the South Island Maoris," 
(second paper), by the Rev. J. W. Stack. (Transactions, p. 67.) 


Annual General Meeting. Ist November, 1877. 

New Member — H. Lee. 

Election of Officers for 1878 : — President — Professor von Haast, 
F.R.S. ; Vice-presidents.-^he Rev. J. W. Stack, Professor Cook ; Council — 
Professor Biokerton, Dr. Powell, W. M. Maskell, R. W. Fereday, Dr. 
Coward, G. W. Hall ; Hon. Treasurer — John Inglis ; Hon. Secretary — J. S. 
Guthrie. 

Rcsolved^Thht in future the subscription be one guinea por annum, without 
entrance fee, dating from Ist November. 

iicdofr^d—That the Council be requested to take into early consideration the 
holding of periodical scientihe excursions and to arrange for the same. 

That the Council revise the rules and report to a special meeting in 

December. 

ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Council state that the number of members has been maintained. Nino new 
members have been elected, four of whom have fulhlled the condition of election, and are 
entitled to the privileges of membership. 

Owing to various circumstances, fewer papers have been read this session than in 
former years ; but the Council have reason to expect that next session wiU be a more 
productive one, the more so as a microscopical section has been formed, soveral of the 
members of which are pursuing original research. 

The Council, this year, instead of making aitangements for holding tho usual 
annual emversaziont^ accepted an invitation from tho Board of Governors of the 
Canterbury College. to asfdst that institution in arranging an Art Exhibition in the 
Museum buildings on the occasion of the opening of tho Canterbury Oollogo buildings. 
The president, Professor von Haast, acted as superintendent of tho Exhibition. The 
Exhibition was a thorough success. It was opened the 7th June in the presence of 
his Excellency the Governor, and was closed on ICth June, having been visited during 
that time by about SO, 000 people. 

The Treasurer’s report showed a balance in hand of £160 14 b. 8d. 
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Spioul Mutimo. 6th December, 1877. 

Professor von Haasi, President, in the chair. 

New Memher$.—Tiev. G. Cotterill, Bev. E, G. Penny, H. Ozerwonka, J. 
Tyeth Hart. 

The rales as revised hy the Oonnoil were sabmitted, and after slight amendment 
adopted. 

1. "Description of new Genera and Species of Peyehida," by B. W. 
Fereday, O.M.E.S.L. (Traneaetiont, p. 260.) 

2. " Notes on Ferns,” by T. H. Potts. {Traneaetioni, p. 868.) 



OTAGO INSTITUTE. 


First Mbeting. ^th June^ 1877. 

The Bight Eev. Bishop Neville, President, in the chair. 

Neu> Members, — A. Hill Jack, Eev. 0. S. Boss, G. S. Duncan. 

1. “ Notes on the New Zealand Myriopoda in the Otago Museum,’* by 
Professor P. W. Hutton. {Transactions, p. 288.) 

2. “ On the Habits of the New Zealand Grayling ( Prototroctes oxy- 
rkynchus),** by J. Eutland ; communicated by Prof. Hutton. {Transactions, 

p. 260.) 

Second Meeting. June, 1877. 

The Eight Eev. Bishop Neville, President, in the chair. 

New Members, — E. Paulin, G. E. Eliott, A. Montgomery, B. Tlirop, P. S. 
Hay, T. Forrester, Dr. Wilkins. 

Professor Black gave a lecture on The Earth a Cinder.” 

Third Meeting. 3rd July, 1877. 

E. Gillies, Vice-president, in the chair. 

1. Professor Hutton explained Schivendenor’s Theory of the Nature of 
Lichens. 

2. Professor Hutton read a note on a Fungus-penetrating Nostoc. 

Fourth Meeting, llth July, 1877. 

W. N. Blair, Vice-president, in the chair. 

Professor Macgregor gave a lecture on Mental Physics. 

Fifth Meeting. 7th August, 1877. 

The Eight Eev. Bishop Neville, President, in the chair. 

New Members, — Professor Scott, J. Marshall. 

1. “ The Dunedin Fish Supply,** by P. Thomson. {Trans., p. 824.) 

2. “ Second Note on the Maori Eat,” by Professor F. W. Hutton. 
(TramaeHons, p. 266.) 
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Sixth MBSTnra. i&th Augustf 1877. 

B. Gillies, Vice-president, in the chair. 

Dr. Hooken gave a lecture on the Hot Springs of New Zealand. 


SxvEKTU Mbktino. llth September^ 1877. 

The Bight Ecv. Bishop Neville, President, in the chair. 

New Member. — J. 0. Hoyte. 

‘‘Notes on some Changes in the Fauna of Otago,'’ by B. Gillies. 
{Transactiom^ p. 806.) 

Eighth Meeting. 25//* Septembet^ 1877. 

The Eight Eev. Bishop Neville, President, in the chan*. 

New Member, — H. S. Fish, junr. 

jprofessor Sale gave a lecture on Beligiou and the Drama. 


Ninth Meeting. 9/A Octobery 1877. 

W. N. Blair, Vice-president, in the chair. 

1. Professor Hutton exhibited a speoimeu of Eudyptes schlegeli, Finsoh, obtained by 
Mr. B. GiUies, at Brighton, last March. This specimen, ^vhich was moulting, answered 
well to I>r. Fiusoh’s description, except that it had no yellow line round the mandible. 

2. “ On a new Species of Trap-door Spider from New Zealand,” by the 
Eev. 0. P. Cambridge, A.M., C.M.Z.S., Hon. Mom. N.Z. Inst. (Transaeiions, 

p. 281.) 

8. “ Description of Trap-door Spiders’ Nests from California and fi:om 
Western Australia in the Christchurch Museum,” by B, Gillies, F.L.B. 
(Transactiondy p. 801.) 

4. “ Contributions to the Conchology of New Zealand,” by Professor 
F. W. Hutton. (Transactions, p. 298.) 

5. “ Experiments on the Lifting Power of Inclined Planes in Aerial 
Transit,” by H. Skey. (Transactions, p. 170.) 

6. “ On the Introduction of tlie Tension Wheel in Aerial Transit,” by 
H. Skey. (Transactions, p. 178.) 

7. “On the Introduction of tlie Principle of the Gyroscope in Aerial 
Transit,” by H, Skey. (Transactions, p. 176.) 
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Tenth Meeting, 28rrf October, 1877. 

W. N. Blair, Vice-president, in the chair. 

New Member. — A. Grant. 

1. Notes ou some of the New Zealand Minerals belonging to the Otago 
Mnseum,*' by A. Livcrsidge, Professor in the University of Sydney. Com- 
municated by Professor Hutton. {Tranmciiom, p. 490.) 

2. Professor Scott gave a lecture on the ** Hand in different Animals.’* 

Eleventh Meeting. %th November, 1877. 

W. N. Blair, Vice-president, in the chair. 

Mr. J. McKerrow was cboB(}n to vote in the election of the Board of Governors for 
the ensuing year, in accordance with clause 7 of The New Zealand Institute Act.*’ 

The nomination for the election of honorary members of the New Zealand Institute 
was mode in aooordanoe with Statute IV. 

Annual General Meeting, llth January, 1878. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Neville, President, in the chair, 

1. ** Contributions to the Botany of OtagO|” by T. ICirk, P.L.S.‘ (Tram- 
actions, p. 406.) 

2. “ On the Botany of the Bluff Hill,” by T. Kirk, F.L.S. (Transacthm, 
p. 400.) 

8. ** Notice of the Occurrence of Junvus yhucus^ L., in Now Zealand,’* 
by T. Kirk, F.L.S. (Tramadious, p. 898.) 

4. **On LituUaya viridh, Colouso,” by T. Kirk, F.L.S. (Tramactiom, 

p. 896.) 

ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL REPORT. 

Since the last annual meeting 14 now members have joined and 21 resigned, making 
onr number 224 members. Two members have become life members. 

During the year the Institute has moved into permanent quarters in the Museum 
building. 

During the year 12 moetinga have been held, at which 14 papers were read, and 5 
lectures delivered. 

A considerable number of books have been added to the library. 

The balance sheet showed the receipts for the year (including a balance of £32 10s. 2d.) 
to be £295 158. 2d. The expenditure amounted to £232 58. Od., leaving a balance in the 
treasurer’s bands of £C3 10s. 2d. There is also to the credit of the Institute, in the 
Government Savings Bank, a sum of £43 lOs. 5d. 
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Elsotion of Offickbs fob 1878: — Prmdmt — W. N. Blair » C.E. ; Vice- 
PrendmU — Professor Hntton, W. Arthur, C.E. ; Council — Professor Shand, 
G. Joaoliiin, Professor Macgregor, Professor Scott, D. Peti'ie, E. Eliott, 
J* C. Thomsou ; Hon, Sec, — G. M. Thomson ; Hon, Treasurer — H. Skey ; 
Auditor — A. D. Lubecki. 

The President delivered the following 

AODBESS. 

It is difficult to gfither exa<tly what maj \ e expected from the retiring President of 
huih an institution ns the one which 1 now address. No doubt in the older institutions 
of other countries, which can boast of containing among their members numbers of 
individuals eminent for their attainments either in special departments of science or in 
a wide range of subjects, it is naturul to expect that the President will have been selected 
on account of his ability to deal authoritatively with a particular subject, or to present 
a review of the latest i-esi hs of acientiiio research and to point out their signihcance. 
It would be nothhig less than presumption in such an one as myself to attempt either of 
these courses. 

One who is debarred by the ceaseless pressure of other duties from conducting a 
course of independent enquiry, and who can do little more than skim the pages of a 
scientific journal amid the inconveniences of a coach journey or the difficulties of a lively 
railway carriage, though honoured by having been placed in the Presidential chair, can 
ban 1/ on that aoouuut venture on so ambitious a flight. 

Nor do I think that any sketchy reference to the subjects brouglit before the Society 
during the past year would he likely to he fraught with much either of interest or 
advantage. A considerable pro|>ortion of those prenoiit this evening heard those papers 
or lectures when read before the members of the Institution, for though it is true that in 
the early part of the session, when we first took possc^ssion of the new home of the 
Institute, many were slow to find their way into it, and the attendance was not so good 
as when the more centrally situated building was occupied, yet wo have now so fully 
adopted our quarters in these halls of science tiiat the fear is we have been too modest in 
our calculations of the space which would bo required to give accommodation to the 
members of ibis Institute. 

One of the considerations which led me to accept the offioo of PrcHident was that I 
felt that my having been selected for it was iu Homo sort the assertion of a principle. 
Connecting the circumstance with the disoussiouH which had shortly before prevailed, I 
did not think it vain or unjustifiable to conclude that, by this action, the members of the 
Institute generally were willing to have it understood tliat, whatever their opinions as to 
questions of detail and modes of operation, they,' stndeuts of science as they are, 
acknowledged one great and beneficent First Cause, if I may not go further and believe 
that it is hereby testified that we have more still in common — viz., that, at least in its 
broad ontiines and all-hallowing principles, the Christian Beligion is held to be entirely 
consistent with all that nature has unfolded. I do not propose to make use of this 
occasion for the discussion of any of those questions which are held by many to bring the 
declarations of scripture into confiict with the declarations of the book of nature. Borne 
of them I hold to be questions which ought never to have risen, which at least would 
never have attained the importance which has been attached to them if mutual respect 
and forbearance were more generally exercised, if there wore not on the one hand often- 
times too strong an assertion of matters as being facts, which after all may be only 
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gpeetxI»tlons resting on a more or le^a reasonable basis ; and, ou the other band, often* 
limes a too tenacious retention of what is merely traditional interpretation, or a clinging 
to quotations from uninspired records as though they were divine utterances. I think it 
more befitting to my present position however, that 1 should address myself especially to 
younger students of natural science, with a view to pointing out some of the mistakes 
which they perhaps are particularly liable to fall into, mistakes which no doubt further 
study would enable them to correct for themselvoR, but which often remain uucorreoted 
very much because the studies are so fitfully pursued that it is only when some circum- 
stance arouses a public interest in Bciontific subjacts that their attention is drawn to 
them again. It may appear but a commonplace observation when 1 say that one of the 
first things to be guarded against is impatience of the drudgery needful to master even 
the alphabet of almost any branch of science. I mean more by this than that there is no 
royal road to learning, and my meaning extends to this, namely, that there is a great 
temptation to forsake the steady imrsuit of knowledge along the more tedious pathways 
of careful observation and well-considered iiidiiotion for the more attractive highways of 
faslxionable theory. I am not alluding now to those whose chief object is to got a repu- 
tation for the possession of scientific knowledge careless as to the basis upon which that 
reputation may rest. It may suffice for such to read a review of them, to plunge hotly 
into a discussion probably with far more rashness of assertion than they dare to whom 
the subject had bceil long familiar. But 1 speak rather of this danger as besetting those 
who are sincere in their desire to get to the root of matters. It is a seductive error. It 
seems so much easier to discuss the merits of a theory than to plod along with the 
accumulation of facts, forgetting that we are not qualified to judge of the merits of a 
theory until we have a wide knowledge of the facts upon which it is based. It is that 
old error of the Aristotelian philosophy which the Baconians corrected. Dialectical skill 
instead of ascertained facts. Deductions from abstract and a priori propositions made to 
fit on to nature, instead of inductions from a multitude of observed phenomena leading 
up to conclusioiiH of high probability. It is not woudorfiil that, in a population almost 
entirely occupied with pursuits which afford but little leisure, men should readily take 
the road which seems to be tlm shortest to the desired end, but it is a road which sub- 
divides so often that its end is commonly confusion. Mind, X am distinguishing Uieory 
from lawful induction, and considering theory as somotliiiig which men postulate for them- 
selves, and a lawful induction to be a conclusion arrived at from the agreement of so 
many particulars as to raako its value approach that of a general proposition. It is the 
business of tliC student of science to acquaint himself with these particulars. It is a 
common mistake to consider the dealer in theory a plulosopher and to stigmatize the 
work of the plodding student as that of a mere recorder of observations ; the former, 
however, is often a mere empiric, while the latter, if he be not a true philosopher, if ha 
will but persevere is likely to become such because his well-stored mind can hardly fail 
to arrange his oo])ious data; unbidden thoughts will come and form themselves into 
conoluhiuiis the value of which will be in proportion to his stock of knowledge, his 
judgment, his mental training, and hi^' mental powers. Only let the philosophy come in 
its proper place, not first, but last. It will be understooil that lu}' remarks have special 
reference to the physical sciences. 

A kindred, yet distinct clanger is that of jumping to cuuclusions upon data, which, if 
not altogether unreliable, are often very partial. Should the fact or facts in view come 
in support of an opinion previously formed, some hobby of our own, what an almost 
irresistible temptation to build a wide* spreading superstructure upon a narrow basis t X 
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moBl b« forgiven if I hint that this temptation is one into which not a few fall who 
oannot be said to be very juvenile observers. 1 will illustrate my meaning from the 
Bolenee of geology. How many imposing arguments we will say as to the duration of 
man upon the earth have been based upon such calculations as those made in regard to 
the length of time it wonld take to aocdmulate a certain tbiokness uf river deposit over 
the bone which bad been found, or the position of a bone in a bod of gravel. What room 
there is in such oases for a variety of circumstances not taken into the calculation, but 
which, nevertheless, may so affect the issue as to render the conclusion almost worthless. 
Take the former example. There are the considerations which arise from fluctuations in 
the force of the stream, the climatic conditions, the character of the material deposited, 
the rkelihood of the pre-existence of swamps, etc., and yet we find the number of inches 
of mud which the observer found to have been deposited within a given time during 
his own opportunity of enquiry to be taken as the unit of measure ; or if we have 
gravel bods and the like under our notice, especially if the country be a mountainous 
one, we have to take into tlie account — not only the even flowing stream we see in years 
of fair weather, and with its banks protected at all dangerous points by modern appliances 
to keep the stream to its appointed bounds — ^but the stream as it was when perhaps 
lower lybig snows swelled its volume as they yielded to the summer sunshine, or primeval 
forests attracted a more copious rainfall higher up its course. In such oases resistless 
floods might bring down more material in a few hours tlian would be accumulated in 
yeais under the conditions which now prevail. A night might overwhelm a whole tribe 
of natives encamped by the stream in a destruction still more dire than that terrible fate 
which overtook the ill-starred settlers, but a year ago, in their peaceful homes at Motueka, 
the boasted happy valley. Numbers from Nelson went to be sorry witnesses of what they 
could not from mere reports believe, viz., that the little river, transformed into a torrent, 
had torn down from its banks such masses of detritus as to cover fields and gardens in a 
general ruin, in some instances to the depth of the fences which surrounded them. It 
might hereafter be concluded that the transport of so much material was the work of 
years. 

Another very unrel able class of evidence is that derived from the fossils exhumed 
from the floors of caves ; it is often almost impossible to say how many times these have 
been disturbed though the appearances may seem to betoken no iutriision. The finding 
of a broken tobacco pipe under oircumstanoes which api>eared indistinguishable from 
those under which the instruments and ornaments which had belonged to ancient 
Britons were obtained, was calculated to dispel conclusions which would otherwise have 
appeared sound. It was bad enough to discover that the tooth, at first fondly taken to 
be that of a young cave bysEuia, was only that of a dog, but the other thing was not to 
be got over. Now let ns suppose that instead of that instrument of vile purpose, which 
the ancient Britons could never have l)eeD so degenerate as to have used, the tooth of 
Ur»u» npeleu$ had been turned up, the argument would have been thought undeniable 
that the ancient inhabitants of Derbyshire— 'for the cave of wliich 1 am speaking is in 
that county —had to do battle with that extinct animal. I am not saying that there in 
no evidence for the contemporaneity of the cave-bear with man, but showing bow easy it 
is even for good observers to be deceived. The cave floor may be as completely hardened 
by the traffic of a multitude of feet within the last few years, during which excursionists 
have penetrated everywhere, as in a century or so when visits were only paid to such 
plaoei under pressure of ueoesslty as hiding places in times of trouble. The point upon 
which I am insisting Is that under the inductive system, which Is the plan soientisis 
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mutt follow, matters must be looked at all round before an attempt is made to eatablisb 
a ooDolusion. We baye to arrive at something like a general proposition from partionlar 
ones, instead of the logically more certain process of deducing the particular from a 
general. The reason of this it is easy to see. In the physical sciences the particular 
premises are more within our cognizance than the general ones. Thus the two tempta> 
tiona« against which 1 have presumed to warn students, have thoir root in the same 
oiroumstance. To try to arrive at a scientific oonolusion from a general theory is to try 
to get a certainty out of an uncertainty ; and to hastily frame a general proposition out 
of a small array of observations, even supposing them to bo correct enough in thomselves, 
is to make the same mistake by an opposite method. An induction can never do more 
than justify a reasonable conviction of the mind, and afford the highest probability of 
the truth of the conclusion, but there is always the possibility of that conclusion being 
modified by the presentation of further particulars, beforetiine unknown or neglected. 
You see, then, what a multitude of lines ought to converge before a positive assertion is 
ventured upon— in other words, before tliis or that is affirmed to bo scientific fact. 1 
have alluded, by way of illustration, to the question of the duration of man upon the 
face of the earth ; I then used it in speaking of the quality of evidence, and of the happy 
knock some have of making a very little go a long way. 1 press the same question into 
my service in pointing out how frequently considorutions which have an important 
beoj'ing upon the subject in hand are passed by without fair consideration, possibly from 
a kind of intuition that they will prove to be lines which will not converge to the 
conclusion we would fain see established; it is so very hard to be quite luibiassod, and 
free from all party influences I In debates upon the question I have named, it has never 
appeared to mo that sufficierit attention has been given to the enormous possibilities 
within the periotl acknowledged by all. I am not now insisting upon the correctness of 
the most generally accepted reckonings in Bible chronology, nor am 1 entering upon the 
merits of the question 1 allude to ; but speaking of time ns an element in such questions, 
I think that no siilficient recognition is made of all that a thousiDid years may mean. 
Bcalize in mind tlie condition, say of Britain and Northern Europe generally, 1,000 years 
ago, with reference to the condition of its population, climato, forests, wild animals, and 
the like; go back then in mind l,O0() years before that again, and, repeating this process, 
1 think it will ho^cen that, when enormous periods of time ore glibly rolled off the 
tongue in relation to such questions, tlicre is not uufrequently a failure to apprehend the 
full force of what is so easily dismissed, and perhaps, after all, it will bo thought that the 
premises W'hich may have been fairly CHttiblished are not numerous enough, viewed in 
the light of other considerations, to enable anything like a positive assertion to be made. 

1 must say a few words upon that alluring snare of over-ttijfttemaiizing in soieutific 
matters. It is so very satisfactory to be able to announce a law ; it seems ono step more 
towards reducing confusion to order, it seems to bo getting something done and settled ; 
but here again we may be only pushing our particular to a univei’sal. A conclusion in 
geological science, for example, wliioh is just enough when confined to one locality, is 
utterly fallacious when stretolied out into universality. These remarks will apply, in 
my estimation, to such artificial arrangements as the division of the human period into 
the stone, the iron, and the bronze periods. Whatever justification there may be for 
such a division in a particular country, it cannot consistently with liistory l)e predicated 
in applicalioj] to the world at huge. Every day long-buried trra‘?ure« are being brought 
to light which U'll us that as far back as the Instorie eye can picno there wore nations 
who had attained a high degree of knowledge and of skill in the working of metals, and 
if to the testimony derived from tho most ancient cities of Assyria or Greece we may 
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add a word on the subject from the most ancient written record in the world, it is to 
say that there lived, in the days when earth was very young, at least historically, a 
celebrated instructor in all works of brass and iron. So, too, it goes against the 
uniformity of this system when wo observe that side by side with the civilization of our 
own day there are peoples who still make use of the dint arrow-heads and the stone 
hatchets supposed to be characteristic of an age long past. One may carry these illus- 
tratioDB further and say that there never were those periods of uniform action and 
uniform phenomena extending over the whole globe at the same time which would cause 
the same effects to be at the same time everywhere produced. I suppose no one will 
now assert that in the Carboniferous epoch coal was being spread at the same time over 
the whole surface of the globe like the several coats of an onion, or chalk in the 
Oretaooous, but it is not so well home in mind that neither were the fauna or flora of 
those or any other periods uniformly scattered over the face of the earth in the past any 
more than they are now. When, for example, we say that the Saurians are characteristic 
of the Liassic period, wo only mean that they were to be found in that period, in those 
climates, and under those conditions which were suitable for them. In other climates 
at the same time altogether different creatures might be found. Again, when it is said, 
as it is in Europe, that the Saurians disappear in the great gap which in that region is 
found to intervene between the Upper Cretaceous and Lower Eocene rooks, it by no 
means follows that they are not to bo found much later in other parts of the world where 
there may be no such break in the series. In support of this we may refer to the fact 
of the existence in our neighbouring continent of Australia of so many marsupial 
animals, though this group is amongst the first to appear in the geological records of 
the mammalia, and has disappeared ages ago in many regions in which its fossil remains 
are most abundant. Of course no one will accuse me of arguing against all legitimate 
arraugoraent and grouping of ideas into systems, but my tirade is against the invention 
of systems for system^s sake, for mere artistic effect and the like, and the burthen of my 
theme has boon the inculcation of care, deliberation, and breadth of view in the investi- 
gation of the problems of nature. It is only thus we can hope to arrive at truth! 
Sincerity in the pursuit of herself, is what Truth first demands, but she will not often 
yield to sincerity alone. Eaitlifulness, large -bearteduess, impartiality, and care, must 
go hand-in-hand to solicit her presence. We must seek her too from every quarter, for 
she dwells not within our circle only, thus are all sciences related to each other. All 
physical sciences— this is the smaller circle, and within it all, astronomy, chemistry, and 
the rest, besides their own inherent value, unite their lines of light in disclosing the 
history of the earth. Ilut there are wider circles still, for metaphysics and theology, in 
spite of Positive Philosophers, will live while men have minds and spirits, and these 
sciences are related to the other as the mind is to the body, and the spirit to them both. 
The mysteries may take long unravelling; they will not be extinguished by denial. Let 
faith have her perfect work. To sciencist— earnest, true, and humble — and alike to 
theologian, I say, go on with your interpretations each in your proper sphere, and by your 
proper methods, and in God’s name 1 bid you all success — “ In your patience possess ye 
your souls.” 
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First Annual General Meeting. 4^4 Ju7ie, 1877. 

Eobort Stuart in the chair. 

ABSTRACT OP ANNUAL REPORT. 

This Society was founded in September, 1871, and within a few weeks sixty members 
were enrolled. Of those, one — Mr. Catchpool — had died, and throe had resigned, and 
there were thirteen now applicants for membership. 

Owing to adverse circumstancos no annual general meeting could be held before this, 
but the Council had met frequently, and ordered some of the best modern works on 
various branches of science, which were expected soon to arrive. 

Several members had colleuted specimeua of various kinds which they purposed 
presenting to the Institute, whenever a proper place was prepared in which to deposit 
them. 

Kegrot was expressed at the inability of the Right Tiev. Pr. Williams, Vice-president, 
to attend, through infirmity. 

The Secretary had several papers in preparation to read to the Society, and his 
report oonoludod by pointing out tlje many advniit.ages of belonging to such an Institution. 

The total receipts since the foundation of tlie Society were i^2(15 2s. Od., including a 
grant of ;€11K) from the late rrovhicial Council. Tlie exponditure was £53 19#». 2d., 
leaving a balance to credit of £211 2s. lOd. 

The thanks of the Society were directod to be recorded to the Honorary Secretary for 
his report. 

A Tetter was read from the Rev. Pr. Williain.s, late Bishop of Waiapn, resigning his 
ofilce of Vice-preKident, owing to iullrmities. 

Election of Officers for 1H77 78 : — Vrvsulcut — The Hon. J. D. 
Ormond, M.H.E. ; ru'c-7>m/dt7if--Eobert Stuart ; Council — Messrs Holder, 
Kinross, Miller, Newton, Smith, Sj>cncer, Colenso ; Hon, Secretary and 
Tt'casurcr — W. Colon.so ; Auditor — T. K. Nowtoii. 

New Members, — AV. J. Birch. R. L. Colenso, P. Dolbel, A. Kennedy, A. 
Lascellos, E. D. Douglas McLean, A. McLeod, H. Nairn, J. Nairn, G. A. 
Oliver, J. Rochfort, F. Sutton, and G. Willis, 


First Meeting. 18f/t Auf/ust, 1878. 

W. I. Spencer, M.R.C.S., in tlio chair. 

1. ** On the Day in %vhich Capt. Cook took formal Possession of New 
Zealand,” by W. Colenso, F.L.S. {Transactions, p. 00.) 

2. “ Notes on the Metamorphosis and Development of one of our large 
Butterflies (DanaU berenicej, or a closely- allied Species,” by W. Colenso, 
F.L.S. (Transactions^ p. 276.) 
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A short dlsoassion took place in which Dr. W. L. Boiler took part. 

8. ** Manibus Parkinaonibm Sacrum — A brief Memoir of the First Artist 
who visited New Zealand ; together with several little-known Items of 
Interest extracted from his Journal,** by W. Oolenso, P.L.S. {Transacthm^ 

p. 108.) 

A cordial vote of thanks was passed and ordered to be recorded to the Hon. Secretary 
for his papers. 


SscoND Meetino. September^ 1877. 

There being only a few members present, owing to the inclemency of the weather, 
no papers were read. 


Third Meeting. 8/A October^ 1877. 

H. R. Holder in the chair. 

The President, the Hon. J. D. Ormond, M.H.B., was chosen to vote in the election 
of the Board of Governors for the ensnlng year, in accordance with danse 7 of the ** New 
Zealand Institute Act.” 

1. Notes, chiefly historical, on the ancient Dog of the New 
Zealanders,” by W. Oolenso, F.L.S. {Tramactions^ p, 185.) 

The thanks of the meeting were unanimously accorded to the Hon. Secretary for his 
paper. 

2. ** On two indigenous Productions — Manganese and Zostera Vienna — 
which might be made fair Articles of Export,’* by J. A. Smith. 

I beg to moke a few remarks with regard to two exports fiom Now Zeal^d which 
will repay the shipper. 

The first is manganese, a mineral. It is found in France, Hungary, Brazil, Corn- 
wall, and Devon, also in the North Island of New Zealand. A mine is now open at the 
Bay of Islands, New Zealand, with, I believe, success. The spooinien produced is from 
that mine. It has been assayed by Mr. Tunny, and found to contain from 80 to 84 per 
cent of pure manganese. As to colour, it is found of a dark stecKgrey, bluish, or iron- 
black. It is used for producing oxygen, chlorine, and chloride of lime, removing the 
brown and green tints in glass, in painting glass and enamel work, and for glazing and 
colouring pottery. In 1872, when in England, I visited the extensive Hebhurn chemical 
works at Gateshead, on the Tyne, the property of- Messrs Charles Tennant and Co. 
They occupy about 2.'S0 acres of land, of which about 13 acres are occupied by sulphuric 
acid chambers, which will give some idea of its vast extent. This is a branch establish- 
ment of the well-known Bt. BoUox ohemical works in Glasgow belonging to the same 
firm. The principal reason for establishing these works on the Tyne was that they 
could get the chalk ballast brought by the colliers from London at Cs. per ton. Mr. 
Buchanan, the Manager of the Hebburn works, informed mo that he would take any 
quantity of manganese of good quality that we could send from New Zealand at from £8 
to £7 per ton. Besides sending it to London in our wool ships as ballast it might be 
shipped to Liverpool and Glasgow for the extensive chemical works in the vicinity of 
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both portf , ftnd there is no reason why it should not be sent home also tid Sydney and 
Melbourne. 

Assuming that it could be shipped in New Zealand as ballast at from £2 to £3 per 
ton, the only expense after that would be discharging it in London into the ooUiers for 
Newcastle as ballast, the expense of which is 5 b. per ton. This would leave a very 
good return to the shipper. 

The second export is Alg®, Zonitta marina, or Sea<grafls. 

It is found in France, Spain, and the Morocco Coast. In Now Zealand it is found 
in large quantities on the coasts of the North Island. 

It is used in Bngland extensively for stuffing mattrasses, carriages, furniture, etc. ; 
the demand is unlimited; the value in London is from £7 IDs. to £10 per ton, and more 
if clean and free from sand. 

The specimen produced is from the vicinity of Auckland. 

Specimens of ores of Manganese, and of the plant Zoitera marina, were exhibited by 
the author. 

A short discussion arose on both of those papers. 


Fourth Mebtino. * &th November, 1877. 

B. Stuart, Yice-presidont, in tlio chair. 

The nomination for the election of honorary members of the New Zealand Institute 
was made in accordance with Statute IV. 
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THE CLIMATE OF NEW ZEALAND. 


METEOROLOGICAL STATISTICS. 


The following Tables, etc., are publislied in anticipation of the Boport of 
the Inspector of Meteorological Stations for 1877. 

TABLE I. — Temperature of the Air, in shade, recorded at the Chief 
Towns in the North and South Islands of New Zealand, for the 
year 1877. 


PldOO. 

Mean 

Annual 

Temp. 

Mean 
Temp, for 
(Spuino} 
Hop., (^ct., 
Nov. 

Moan 
Temp, for 
Summer) 
Deo., Jtm., 
Feb. 

Mean 
Tomi>. for 
(Autdm.s) 
Mar., Apl., 
May. 

Mean 
Temp, for 
(Winter) 
June, 
July, Aug. 

Mean 
daily 
range of 
Temp, for 
your. 

Extreme 

range 

of 

Temp, for 
your. 

North Iblaiyd. 
Mongonui . . 
Aiiokland . . 
Taranaki . . 

Kapier 

Wanganui . . 
Wellington .. 

Means, eto., for] 
North Island J 

SovTU Island. 
Nelson 

Cape Campbell 
Chrifltohuroh 

Hokitika .. 
Dnnodin 

Queenstown 
^utldand . . 

Means, eto, for ] 
South Island j 

Means for North ) 
and South Islands | 

Degrees. 

6ia 

68-6 

66*6 

690 

651 

66-5 

Dogreos. 

6l)-8 

57-2 

r»4-5 

68-5 

6.‘1*8 

64-4 

Dogroos. 

67-9 

65-6 

630 

67- 3 

68- 6 
63-0 

Degrees. 

63-9 

60-6 

57-9 

,59-2 

55*6 

66*7 

Degrees. 

64*1 

61*2 

50*6 

61*2 

47*5 

48-3 

Degrees. 

16*4 

14*7 

17*2 

14*8 

21 0 
140 


67‘7 

66-6 

66-0 

58*8 

60*4 

16-3 

66*0 

65-2 
66*9 
523 
52*2 
i 60‘8 
49*3 
*604 

1 64*9 

66-8 

1 620 
i 61-2 

I 60-6 
! 60-1 
49’6 

63*4 

68- 7 
61-6 

69- 4 
67*8 
68-7 
67’6 

65-7 

67*7 

61*2 

63-1 

49*5 

489 

62*2 

47*2 

60*6 

43*7 

45*3 

43*3 

.89*6 

4.8*1 

1 

21*7 

IM 

19*5 

14-3 

14*3 

16*8 

19*1 

65*0 

44*6 

62*7 

49*8 

63*0 

68-3 

68*0 

624 

62-1 

60-3 

52*6 

1 

44-7 

16*5 

68*0 

660 

64-8 

i 

62-6 

66-7 

47-6 


63*0 


For 11 months only. 
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TABLE II. — Babometbical Obsebvations. — ^Baqifall, dto.» recorded for 

the year 1877. 



116811 

Range 

Mean 

Mean 


Kean 

Plaoe. 

Barometer 
reading lor 

ol 

Barometer 

Elastic force 
of Vapour 

Des^ of 
Moinure for 

Total 

Amount 

of 


year. 

for year. 

for year. 

year. 


Cloud. 

Noutb Iblaio). 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Bat-olOO. 

Inches. 

otoia 

Mongonoi 

80*016 

1*428 

•440 

79 

54*470 

5*8 

AueUand . . 

80*021 

1*870 

•895 

79 

40-876 

6*0 

Taranaki , . 

80*008 

1*420 

•860 

77 

59-000 

6*8 

Napier 

29*973 

1*818 

•867 

69 

88*450 

2*7 

Wanganui 

Wellington 

80*028 

1*850 

*814 

71 

48*700 

5*0 

39<066 

1*647 

‘S86 

76 

51*925 

5*1 

Means for North ) 



•867 

76 

45*986 

5*0 

Island 1 

80*001 

1*421 

South Iblikd. 
Nelson 

29*874 

1*681 

•887 

76 

48*520 

4*8 

Cape Campbell . . 

80020 

1*390 

•876 

80 

16*070 

6*8 

Christohuroh 

29*931 

1*820 

*296 

74 

28*720 

5*9 

Hokitika .. 

29*949 

1*725 

*840 

85 

186*660 

5*5 

Dunedin . . 

29*700 

1*639 

•279 

76 

87*460 

5*7 

Queenstown 

29*848 

1*740 

*285 

66 

85*590 

5*5 

Gothland 

29*816 

1*800 

— 

— 

48*150 

6*9 

Means for South) 
Island I 

29*877 

1*670 

•310 

76 

48*788 

5*8 

Means for North <& ) 

29-930 1 

, 

1 1*546 

•888 

76 

47-863 

5*4 

South Islands j 


TABLE III. — Wind for 1877. — Force and Direction. 


Place. 

Average 

Daily 

Number of Days it blew'from each point. 

Velocity in 
MUes. 

N. 

N.E. 

E. 

SJB. 

8 . 

SW, 

W. 

N.W. 

Calm.'^ 

Nouth Island. 
Mongonui . . 

155 

82 

47 

47 

82 

88 

69 

64 

46 

0 

Auckland 

269 

81 

42 

23 

28 


114 

55 

28 


Taranaki 


88 

25 

22 

98 

lEl 

98 


54 

0 

Napier 

232 

83 

77 

14 

88 

56 

76 

44 

20 

18 

Wanganui 

242 

4 

13 

4 

49 

1 

48 

88 

128 


Wellington 

216 

6 

28 

5 

102 

1 

28 

5 

194 

1 

South Island. 

Nelson 

164 

87 

66 

88 

85 

H 

i 

4 

50 

0 

Cape Campbell 

876 

5 

1 

2 

57 

81 

m 

58 

125 

85 

Christohurch 

164 

4 

128 

28 

13 

7 

ua 

11 

25 

0 

Bealey 

191 

64 

28 

6 

85 

9 

IQ 

12 

120 

81 

Hokitika 

— 

82 

45 

106 

23 

2 

82 

85 

40 

0 

Dunedin 

170 

14 

47 

21 

4 

26 

108 

48 

5 

97 

Queenstown 

100 

11 

12 

HI 

12 

8 

88 

27 

129 

188 

Southland 

198t 

28 

62 

81 

10 

5 

74 

99 

56 

0 


* These returns refer to the particular time of observation, and not to the whole 
twenty-four hours, and only show that no direction was recorded for the wind on that 
number of days. 

f For 10 months only. 
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TABLE rV. — B salby— I nterior of Canterbury, at 2104 feet above the sea. 

1877. 


Mean 

Temp. 

Mean 

daily range 
of 

Temp, for 
year. 

Extreme 

ru^e 

Temp, for 
year. 

Mean 

Barometer 

reading 

for 

year. 

Range 

of 

Barome- 
ter for 
year. 

Mean 
Elastic 
Eoroe of 
Vapour for 
year. 

Mean 
Degree of 
Moisture 
lor 
year. 

Total 

Rainfall. 

Mean 

Amount 

of 

Cloud. 

Degrees. 


Degrees. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Sat. ^100. 

Inches. 

otolO 

46*0 

16-8 

71-0 

29 - 716 * 

1*484 

•205 

65 

106-414 

6-0 


* Bcduced to sea level. 


TABLE V. — Earthquakes reported in New Zealand during 1877. 


PliACW. 

1 


March. 

April. 1 


i 

•-> 


<*» 

CD 

1 

1 

S 

I* 

1 

'o 

<5 

1 

1 

1 

w 

1 

Taranaki 





8 



.. 





1 

Napier 









25* 

25* 



2 

Taupo 







2.8t 


, , 

, . 

• * 

8* 

2 

Manawatu 


6* 






.. 





1 

Wanganui 


7 


e e 




11 


, , 



2 

WairoA 










25* 



1 

Foxton 

• . 


.. 






22* 




1 

Wellington | 

10* 

9, 10 


e e 



4, 16 

11 

15, 22* 
29 

10 

6,7 


12 

Blenheim 



. . 


. . 




22* 




1 

Fictoii.. 









22* 




1 

Havelock 









22* 




1 

Nelson 







4* 



9* 



2 

Westport 







4* 



. * 



1 

Lyttelton 


2 


. • 





* • 

• . 



1 

Rakaia 









16 

. • 

* • 1 

. * 1 

1 

Dunedin 

• e 


e e 







9* 

. . 

• • 1 

1 

Port Chalmers 

• • i 

• • 1 

• e 







1 

• • 1 


1 

Lawrence 

1 


* • 







9* 



1 

Queenstown «• 





2 



id 


, , 



2 

Upper Bhotover 

• ♦ 1 



13* 






, , 



1 

Roxburgh 

.. 









9* 



1 

Balolutha 



• • 

e w 






9* 



1 

Palmerston 6th. 



e e 

e e 






9* 



1 

Oamaru 



1 

• • 


• e 

e e 



9 



1 

Naseby 


• • 

1 

e e 



e e 

• • 



9* 



1 

Timaru 


• • 

• • 



• e 

• e 



10 



1 

Waimato 


• a 








10 



1 

Kaiapoi 



e * 







. • 

21 

! * * 

1 

Bangiora 



e a 







• • 

21 


1 


The figoree denote the days of the month on which one or more shocks were felt. 


Those with an asterisk affixed were described as emart ; those with a dagger as severe 
shocks* The remainder were only slight tremours, and no doubt escaped record at most 
stations, there being no instrumental means employed for their detection. This table la 
therefore not reliable so far as indicating the geographical distribution of the shocks. 
















TABLE VI.— COMPABATIVE ABSTBACT for 1877, and previous years. 
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NOTES ON THE WEATHER BUHINO 1877. 

January* — ^Wot, stonny, and anpleanant weather generally experienced throtighout ; 
wind prevailing from westward, and frequent thunder-storms. Earthquake reported by 
observer at Wellington on lOtli, at 0*58 p.m., sharp, from S.E. 

Frbbuary. — D uring tl\0 Klrst half of month the weather throughoiit was exceedingly 
wet and stormy, with thunder ; floods ooourrod at several places throughout the colony ; 
the latter part was fine generally. Earthquakes Reported by observers at Wellington on 
0th, at 0*40 p.m., slight. 4 suos., from S.E., and oh KHh. at 8*49 a. m., slight, *A secs., from 
E. ; at Manawatu, 5th, 10*04 p.m., sharp, preceded by slight noise; Governor’s flay, 2nd, 
at 10.10 p.m., 8.W. ; Wanganui, night of 7th, loud rumble. 

Mabuh. — W ith the exception of the heavy fall of rain at Mongoiiui between the 6th 
and 17th, the weather throughout daring this period was exceedingly fine, with a remark- 
ably small rainfall and generally light winds. 

April. — W ith few exceptions the weather during this period was fine for time of the 
year, with little rain, and no storms of any violence. The tem;>erature was, however, 
rather below the average throughout. The Queenstown ob^ierver reports a smart shock 
of earthquake in neigbourhood of Skipper’s, IJpper Shotovor, about tli6 lilth. 

May. — W ith few exceptions the weather has been very wot and boisterous throughout 
the mouth, accompanied by thunder and hail storms, and excessive falls of rain; the wind 
was principally westerly; tbo barometer and thermometer readings were below the ave- 
rage. Earthquakes were re])orted by observers at 'ruranaki on 8tli at 7‘2i) a.iu. ; and at 
Queenstown on 2nd, slight. A tidal disturbance was observed at many of the stations on 
the East Coast on the 11th. A brilliant meteor was observed in the extreme North on 
the 11th, and one at Lyttelton ou the i5th. 

June. — Except in the interior and on the West Coast of the South Island, the 
rainfall has been etmall for the tiiae of year, and on the whole fine winter weather was 
experienced. 

July, — V ery fine weather generally throughout for time of year ; small rainfall and 
moderate winds ; exceeding high barometric pressure ; temperature below the average. 
Earthquakes felt at Wellington, 4th, at 4*27 p.m., N. to 8., slight; and on IGth, slight 
double shock, between 10 and 11 p.m.; at Nelson, on 4th, at 4*20 p.m., sharp, and at 
Westport, at 3*30 p.m., smart. 

August. — About the average weather for the time of year ; the rain at most stations 
less than usual hit this moutli, and no violent storms occurred ; the tempuratiiro rather 
high. Earthquakes felt at Wuugauui, on 11th, at 6*30 a.m., slight ; Weliiiigtou, same 
date, and about same hour, slight ; at Queenstown, a slight shock reported on Hth, at 
6 a,m. 

Skptembrr. — V ery small rainfall during thi.s month a« compared with that for same 
period in former years; the atmoapherio pressure was generully higher, and tlie teiUjiera- 
tnre about the average on the whole ; some strong winds were experienced from westward, 
but generally the weather for the time of year was fine. Earthquakes were felt at Wel- 
lington, on the 15th, between 8 and 9 a.m., slight ; on 22nd, at 4*40 p.m., two smart shocks 
with rumbling noise ; and on 29th, at 1*50 a.m., a slight movement : also at liakaia, ou 
16th, a shook reported. 

October. — Generally fine and dry early part of month, but during latter half, at most 
of the stations, wet unpleasant weather was experienoe<l, with much snow and thunder, 
and some strong S.W. gales. Earthquakes at Napier, on 25th, at B*10 p.m , smart; at 
WelUngton, on 10th, slight shpok at 8*63 p.m. ; at Timaru and Waimate, on 10th, at 
night ; at Dunedin, on 9th, shock reported. 

November. — D uring early part of month strong westerly gale experienced at almost 
all stations, accompanied at most places with heavy rain, hail, and thunder, causing 
floods ; the latter part of month generally flue aud pleasant ; except at one or two local- 
ities the rain was under the average. Earthquakes felt at Wellington, ou 6th, at 9*10 a.m., 
slight ; and on 7th, at 8.21 p.m., slight ; at Kaiapoi and Hangiora, ou 21st. 

Da<miCBER. — Fine weather generally experienoed during this mouth, although at some 
of the stations, especially in the South, the rain was iu excess of average. Westerly winds 
prevailed, and on the 6th a storm from that quarter was felt at many places ; the tem- 
perature was on the whole about the average. An earthquake at Taupo was reported by 
telegram on 8th, at 4*15 a.m., smart. 

wa 
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ABSTRACT OF METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 

Taksn at Dklanabaw, Bat or Tslakdb, Bua, FIJI, 

For the Year ending December^ 1877i 
By K L. H01.MES, F.M.S* 

Latttade 10* 08' P. Longitude 17B* 87' £. 

Haight above sea level, 77 feet ; distance from sea, one mile. 
[Communieated to the ifew Zealand Inatituie.} 


1877. 

SOLV-IlBOlBTBHIKa 

Thehmombteks. 

RAlNFAUi, 

•§ 

.a 

1 

1 

a 

s 

A 

a 

1 

Mean daily range. 

.9 

i 

a y 

H 

1 

.. 

Number of days it fell 

Hours of rain. 

1 

i 

1 

E P 

r* 

X| 

January . . 

800 

93 8 

60*2 

13*3 

41*70 

12*08 

23 

118 

23-40 

February 

81-8 

93*8 

72-2 

12*9 

13*40 

2 *20 

15 

64 

17*66 

March . • 

81*8 

94*7 

68-8 

16*6 

722 

2*74 

13 

22 

260.5 

April 

80-6 

90*8 

71'2 

12*0 

6*66 

1*11 

11 

33 

10*49 

May 

79*7 

91*5 

64-0 

18-3 

083 

0 63 

6 

4 

6*78 

June • . . . j 

70fl 

89-2 

69 6 

16*7 

0*86 

046 

5 

6 

276 

July 

74*7 

87*4 

69*3 

16-8 

6*62 

3*60 

9 

36 

1*38 

August . . 

76*0 

BH'4 

ea-s 

13*5 

2*30 

()*60 

10 

24 

6*81 

September 

76*0 

9'i-H 

66*3 

196 

0*41 

0*37 

2 

3 

445 

October . . 

78*7 

US'S 

60-2 

20*0 

1*29 

1*10 

4 

6 

693 

November 

79*9 

93-6 

680 

18*0 

0-48 

()*41 

8 

4 

624 

December 

84*1 

97« 

70-8 

18-8 

1 0*81 

0*81 1 

2 

2 

9*30 

Tear 1877 

78-9 

97*6 

60*3 

16*1 

80*63 

12*08 1 

106 

812 

118*69 

1876 

79*8 

970 

60*0 

16*3 

91*36 

5*73 

136 

888 

— 

1875 

791 

95*6 

68*6 

15*8 

126*64 

7*65 

146 

563 

— 

1874 

793 

9M 

61*3 

15*6 

103*48 

4*86 

1(:6 

406 

— 

1873 

789 

91*5 

60*3 

15*8 

101*10 

2.B2 

181 

470 


1872 

78*9 

97*6 

69*3 

16*7 

127*08 

6*06 

180 

602 

— 

1871 

79*4 

97*7 

03*2 

160 

169*61 

14*96 

180 

— 

— 

Seven Years 

79*1 

1 

97*7 1 

66*3 

16*8 

• 

113*24 

14*95 

166 

438* 



• Six years menu. 


Notes ok 1877; — 

Extreme range of temperatore in shade for the year was 41*3, or from 97 0 on 0th 
December to 56*8 on 14th September. 

Highest mean temperature for any twenty>fonr hours, 88*1 on 0th December. 

Lowest mean temperature for any twenty-four hours^ 69’3 on 9th August. 

Greatest daily range, 80*6 on October 9th. 

Least daily ranges 2*4 on BCaroh 8l8t« 
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The x&dAxx temperature for December, 8M, exoeodd by 2'3 the highest monthly average 
yet registered at the station, since January, 1871. 

The temperature in shade in December exceeded 90*0 every day in the month except 
throe. 

The rainfall in January exceeded the total rainfall during the remaining eleven months 
of the year by 2*67 inches. 

In 74 hours ending 8 a.m. January 29, 27*82 inches of rain fell, causing extensive 
floods, but little destruction of property; this included 12*08 inches which fell in 21 hours 
on the 27th. 

The only gale during the year occurred on March 81, from S.G., with light rain, thun- 
der and lightning ; it was not severe. 

There was very little thunder or lightning during the year, particularly during the last 
nine months. In April thunder was heard on three days, once with lightning; in May on 
two days ; then none till the 26th November, and 80th December. 

N.B.' -Those results have been re<luoed from observations taken daily throughout 
the year, at 8 a.m. Thermometers by Casella. Kain gauge by Negrotti and Zambra, five 
inch circular, fully exposed. 

Further particulars of the drought which prevailed from August 11th to the close of 
the year 


DniECTioN OF Wind. 


I' 

j 

1877. ‘ «* 

i i 

i 0 

i ^ 

S. to E. 

a 

iO _• 

>=1 

od 


ps 

All roimcL 

Augusta to3l! 21 

18 

2 

1 

0 

0 

September . . i 30 

26 

1 

0 

1 

2 

October . . | 31 

21 

5 

3 

i 0 

2 

November . . 1 30 

*21 

9 

0 


0 

December . . | 31 

18 

13 

1 " 

1 « 

0 

148 

104 

80 

4 

i 1 

J 

4 


* This includes 0*68 inches 


Bunsuinb and Clouds. 


Days of sunshine | 
thronghout. 

1 

OB 

? . 
*1 
H 

Two parts sunshine. 

One part sunshine. 

Overcast. 

Rainlall in inches. 

4* 

^ I 
^ ! 

r 

Hours of rain. 

9 

2 

8 

5 

2 

0*36 

8 

1 4 

14 

0 

4 

6 

0 

0*41 

2 

8 

13 

7 

7 

.H 

1 

1*29 

4 

6 

15 

8 

4 

3 

0 

l».48 

3 

4 

U 

10 

7 

0 

0 

0*81* 

2 

2 

65 

83 

25 

17 

8 

8*85 

14 

19 


fell on the 80th. 


[Note— January 7, 1878.— During the past week only one shower of rain, equal to 010 
inch, fell, making the total for the five months (nearly) 3*45 inches. Yesterday, January 
6, temperature in shade rose to 9H'6, the highest registered here in seven years.] 

Wind in general blew pretty strong, but never increasing to a gale, or falling to a calm, 
except ocoasiunally at night or in the early mornings. 

Sun’s rays in December intensely hot on some days ; on the 24th, thermometer for solar 
radiation, by Negretti and Zambra, with blackened bulb, and placed over short grass, 
registered 172*0, the extreme limits of the instrument, and on the 26th 165*7. 

On December 24, the salt water in a tidal creek, five feet below the surface, was 97*0* 
near the surface, in brackish water, 95*0. ' 

The hygrometer gave some remarkable rea<lings during. November and December, 
showing, for Fiji, extreme dryness of the atmosphere On November 18, at 2 30 p.m., 
dry bulb 08*6, wet bulb 74*8, difference 18*8, deductions — dew point 63*5, tension of 
vapour *586, relative humidity 37. (Complete saturation of the atmosphere being 
represented by 100. 
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Appmdix, 


An Knumeration of recent Additions to the New Zealand Flora^ icith Critical 
and Geofjraphical Xotes, By T, KiitS) F.L.S. 

[Bead before the WelUmjton Philosophical Society y 2nd February y 1878,] 

Part I, — RanimculaceiB to Marsileace®. 

SxMCK tlio publication of the “ Handbook of the New Zealand Flora” in 1867, 
numerous plants new to scioiice have been discovered in the colony, and 
described from time to time in the “ Transactions of the New Zealand Insti- 
tute” and other scientific works. It was also found that the specific 
limitations of a few species were too comprehensive, so that it became 
necessary to separate distiimt plants which had been included under one 
name. Further additions liave resulted from tiro discovery of well-known 
species not previously observed in the colony. The descriptions of those 
additions being scattered through numerous volumes, has caused great 
iuconvenieuco to those botanists to whom the different works are not 
available for reference, so that, pending tlio publication of a now edition of 
tlie Handbook, I have prepared the following list, with the view of ob\iating 
this incoiivenicnco to a limited extent. It embraces all published additions 
of the slightest importance, so far as known to me, and I have given the 
fullest account of their geographical distribution ; but, except in one or 
two special instances, I have not recorded mere alteration of names. 

It is worthy of note that the additional genera not recorded in the 
Handbook as represented in New Zealand are but four in number ; AnguiU 
larioy SporadanihuSf Isidd-es, and Pilularia, Sporadanthus is the only genus 
new to science. Angudlnna belongs to Melauthaccfe, an order (or rather 
Bub-order of Liliace©), not previously represented in our Flora, A similar 
remark applies to hoetes. 

The mosses and lower cryptogams will be enumerated in a future list. 


Banunculacejb. 

Clewath afollata, Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Lxst., III., p. 211. 

A singular plant, at a distance presenting a close resemblance to Car- 
nmhaUay or the leafless form of Bubus australis. The young state is 
unknown. 

North Island— Originally discovered by Mr. Coleiuoy but I am ignorant 
of the precise locality. South Island— Marlborough ; near the site of the 
Wai-au^iia Bridge, Canterbury ; Canterbury Plains ; Waitaki, Otago. 



Kirk. — Rjce it Addititm to the New Zna^nud Fhra, xxix. 

Ranuncuhis lappaceuB, Sm., var* nanus. 
nanuB^ Hook* 

Stem sliort, stout; leases depressed, spreading, hairy or nearly glabrous, 
8-5 lobed or partite lobes, cut, and waved ; petioles short, broad ; flowers 
sessile, or on a very short scape. 

Sub-alpine localities in Otago, J. Buchanan / /). Petne I 

Ranunculm pleheiuB, Br., var. Idrtun, 

R. hirtUB^ Banks and Sol. 

This plant differs widely from the typical form, and is readily distin- 
guished by its few leaves, which are often only lolmlate, its stem sparingly 
branched, branches spreading and almost leafless, and its distant narrow 
petals, which give tlie flower a rayed appearance, very different to the cup- 
shaped flower of the type. The whole plant is usually of a rufous hue. 
There are two well-marked varieties : 
a. Hr id a. Stems erect. 

/3. stolonifera. Stems procumbent, and rooting at the nodes. 
a. Common throughout the colony. 
h. South Island — Valley of the Dart, Otago. 

lianuneulua tematifolius, Kirk. 

R» trilobatus^ Kirk. Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX,, p. 547, not of Kit. 

South Island — Near Dunedin, and Gatlin River, Otago. 

Uanunculna limosella; F. Mueller, MS. ; Kirk in Trans. N.Z.I., III., p. 177. 
i?. IbnimUoideSt F, Miiellcr ; Ic. PI., t. 1081. 

A singular species, distinguished by the quaternary arrangement of the 
parts of the flower, and the elongated ucpals. Often growing in water six 
to ton feet deep, but only floweiiug in situations left dry in summer. One 
of the most minute flowering jilants in the colony. 

North Island — Whangapo, Waikarc, and Waihi Lakes, Lower Waikato. 
South Island — Lake Pearson, 2,500ft, 

VlOLARIE^. 

Uymenanthfra latifolia^ Br., var. chathamloa. 

North Island — Upper Raiigitikei, Dr. Hector ! Chatliam Islands. 

var. tasmanioa. 

A bush or straggling shrub 2-12 feet high ; leaves obovate, 2-8 inches 
long, narrowed into stout petioles, distantly cronato or serrate ; flowers in 
axillary fascicles. 

North Island — Great Barrier Island and adjacent islets; Little Barrie 
Island; Waiheki Island. 

PlTTOSPOliK/E. 

pittosporum huttonianiun, lui*k; Trans, N.Z. List., II., p. 92, IV., p. 268. 
North Island — Whangarei ; Great Barrier Island ; Thames Goldfield. 
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PittoeporuM kirkii| Hook, f., MS. ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 264. 

North Island — ^Whangarei to Thames Qoldheld, but very local ; Great 
Barrier Island. 

Pittonpornm umbellatum, Banks and Sol., var. cordatam. Trans. N.Z. 
Inst., lY., p. 264. 

North Island — Great Barrier Island. 

Pittosporum vlrgatTun, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 161. 

North Island — Whangoioa (North) ; Great Barrier Island. 

Pittonporum ralphii| Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 161. 

North Island — Patea ; *Groat Barrier Island. 

Pittosporum ‘‘intermedium,” Kirk; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 266. 

North Island — Kawaii. 

Pittosporum ellipticum, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 266. 

Sub-species ovatum. 

Nortli Island — ellipticum Manaia Mills; ** ovatum t** Whangaroa 
(North) ; Titirangi. 

MALVAOEiE. 

Hibiscus diversifolius, Jacq. ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 163. 

North Island — Spirits Bay ; near Wanganui, etc. 

Tiliace-«. 

AristoieUa erecta, Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 209. 

I have not seen 8j)ccimens. 

North Island — Patea. 

South Island — Wyndliam ; Lake District, Otago. 

RuTACEiE. 

Melicope ternata^ Forst., vai\ mantellii. 

M, mantellii^ Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 212. 

This plant appears to be a hybrid between M. ternaia and M, simplex ; 
it is usually found in situations where both species occur, and presents the 
characters of botli in varying degrees ; on the whole tlie foliage approaches 
more closely to M, ternata ; the inflorescence to M, simplex, 

^orth Island — Auckland; Thames Goldfield; common about Wellington. 

Rosacea. 

lUibus australiSy Forst., var. parva. 

P, parva, J. Buchanan; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VI., p. 248, pi. XXU., figs. 2 and 3. 
Whole plant of a peculiar bronzed hue, stems from a few inches to 
several feet in length ; leaves often reduced to a single leaflet ; panicle few- 
flowered. In its most diminutive foim this plant departs widely from the 
type, hut not to a greater extent than other varieties. 

8outh Island — Lower part of the Otira Valley; Brunner Paddock; 
Inangahua Yiriley. 
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Oeum uniflorum, J. Buchanan; Trans. N.Z. Inst., II., p. 89. 

A very distinct species. 

South Island — Discovery Peaks. 

Acana novse-zelandlse, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 117. 

In both islands, not uncommon. 

Acana depreesa, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 546. 

Allied to A. huchananiy Hook. f. 

South Island — Cardrona Volloy ; Lake Hawea, Otago. 

Acana glabra, J. Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 220. 

South Island — Marlborough to Otago ; not unfrequent in the mountains, 
2,000-4,000 feet, 

llALORAOEifi:. 

Haloragh aggregata, J. Buchanan ; Trans. N. Z. Inst., IV., p. 224. 

I fear this is too closely allied to 7/. depressoy Hook. f. 

South Island — Lake Guyon, Nelson. 

Haloragts uniflora, Kirk; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 548. 

South Island — The Bluff Hill, Southland. 

Onagrahiejc. 

Fuchsia kirkli. Hook, f., Ic. PI. ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 178. 
Procumbent ; flowers erect, corolla o. 

North Island— WhangTirnru ; Great Barrier Island. 

Umrklufeb;e. 

Pozoa pallida, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 419. 

Allied to P, liydrocotyloides and P. rowjhii. 

South Island— Roto Iti ; Lake Guyon, Nelson ; Pukumii Creek, Canter- 
bury. 

Aphm leptophyllum, P. Mueller ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. List., III., p. 1G4. 
North Island — Bay of Islands ; Kawau. 

Aeiphylla nwntanay Armstrong ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 290. 

Apparently a form of A. monroiy Hook. f. I have not seen spociraons. 
Liffusticum enysU Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 548. 

South Island — Broken River, Canterbury. 

AuALIACEiE. 

Panax longissiniim y Hook. f. 

In the “ Handbook of the New Zealand Flora,** at p. 110, Sir Joseph 
Hooker described the young state of P. crasHtfolium (Den. and Planch.) as a 
distinct species under the name P. longmimumy the flowers and fruit of 
which were supposed to be unknown. The Handbook was published in two 
ports, with an interval of three years between ; at page 780 of the second 
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paxt the author writes : “ P. longimmnm, referred to Ps&tidopanax craisifolium 
by Sooman (Journ. Bot., 1864). * t ^ Logan has sent me 
speemo^ena clearly showing that it is the young state of Panax ci^amfoUwhtP 
With the opinion thus expressed by Sooman, and confirmed by the author 
of the apeoies/’ I entirely agree. 

Mr. Buchanan, however, does not accept this opinion, but in Trans. 
N.Z. Inst., vol. IX., p. 629, has apx>lied the name “ lonifmimum ’* to the 
typical P. cras»(folium^ and under tlie namo “ cramfolhm ** has, in part at 
least, described a totally distinct plant. While I fully agree with him in 
considering that more than ono species has been confused under P. “ eras- 
sifolium ” (Den. and Planch.), it is with regret that I find myself unable to 
adopt either of his conclusions — Ist, because Hooker’s P, lowjminium is, as 
stated by him, clearly identical with P. cramfulium (Den. and Planch.) ; 2nd, 
Buchanan’s P. crawfolium consists of two sjjecics — the trifoliolate state of 
the true plant mixed with a totally different plant, one, moreover, quite 
unknown to Banka and Solander. 

1st. That Hooker’s P. hngmimum is identical with the true P. craaai- 
folium might be taken for granted on his own statement already quoted, but 
as confirming it, I may point out that, although in FI. Nov.-Zol. (I., p. 96), 
the leaves of the young plant of Aralia cnmifolia are correctly described as 
simx)le and remotely toothed, in the Handbook all description of leaves of 
this form is omitted under P. crasHifolltifn, and tho simple linear form of 
leaf is transfei'red bodily to P. hnujmimiwi^ so that tho dcsciiption of the 
leaves of P. crassifolitm commences with tho second or trifoliolate stage. 
Further, both xilauts aro oxx>re8sly said to be common throughout the 
colony. 

2iid. It is still more easy to show that Mr. Buchanan’s P. craasfoUum 
is not tho plant of Banks and Solander (except with regard to the trifoliolate 
leaves which have no connection with tho young, simide leaves, and the 
mature fruited state with which he has associated them). 

The young leaves of his j)lant are as shown by liis drawing (Plate XX.) 
irregularly lobulato-dentato, with stout hooked teeth capable of inflicting a 
nasty wound if incautiously handled ; a jjcculiar choi’acter, differing widely 
from the true plant, and which would not h»ivo escaped the notice of Banks 
and Solander. Moreover, they are never succeeded by trifoliolate leaves ; 
those described by him, and preserved in the Colonial Herbarium, belong to 
tho ti*ue idant (his P, louffmimum)^ and to that alone, as is evident from 
their texture. Again, the umbels of P. crassifolium are described by Hooker 
as ** composed of several very spreading rays.’* In Mr. Buchanan's plate 
(XX.), which represents the staminato plant, the umbel consists of nearly 
simple racemes, and in tho pistillate plant is remarkably compact, consist* 
ing of simple 1-8-flowered rays. 
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Moreover, the original speoimeus of Banka and Solander were collected 
in the North Island, while Mr. Buchanan’s plant is confined to the South 
Island, where it is extremely local and is not known to occur in any of the 
localities visited by Captain Cook. 

Mr. Buchanan bases his identification chiefly upon Hooker’s description 
of the fruit of l\ crassifolinm as 6-cellod, but this is easily explained by tlie 
fact that there ore two or more forms of true P, crassifolinm, one of which 
is characterized by 5-celled fruit, the other by 4-CGllod. Further, there is 
reason to believe that the youug ovaries are nearly always S-celled ; one or 
more cells becoming suppressed at an early stage of growth. 

The following is a summary of our present knowledge of the forms 
included by authors under P. “ crassifolinm — 

1. P. crassifollum. Den. and Planch.; Hook, f., “Handbook of Now 
Zealand Flora,” p. 101. P. hmf^ksinimn, Hook, f., ib, p. 102 ; 
Buchanan, Trans. N. Z. Inst., IX., p. 680, \>\, XXI. Aralia 
rrassifoUa, Banks and Sol. ; FI. N.Z., p. 00. 

A small dicecious tree 20-35 feet high ; leaves di- or tri-morphic ; on 
young plants up to 15 feet high, simple, linear, rigid, coriaceous, 12-30 
inches long, spreading or drooping so that the under surface forms an acute 
angle with the stem, remotely or sinuatcly tootlied, narrowed into a short, 
stout petiole, purplisli below”, brow”nish-grcen above, with more or less 
irregular pale blotches ; abruptly passing into 8-foliolate leaves, of which 
the petioles are about 8 inches; leaflets 8-C inches, at first resembling the 
early leaves but less coriaceous, J-i-inch wide, withhold, distant, somewhat 
falcate teeth ; gradually passing into wider, more coriaceous forms, with 
ordinary serratures more or less distant ; ultimately succeeded by tlie 
mature unfoliolate state, lanceolate, oblanceolate, or obovate, 8-7 inches 
long, 1-li inches wide, narrowed into stout petioles 4-1-incli long, with 
few serratures, or quite entire. Umbels terminal, compound, primary rays 
about 8, 2-3 inches long, ultimate rays 4-0, sub-racemose or umbellate, 
flowers on short pedicels. Male petals 6, stamens 6, abortive ovaries with 
5 styles. Female, ovary 6- or 4-cellcd, styles 6 or 4, connate at the base, 
tips barely free ; fruit globose 5- or 4'Celled. 

Of this we have at least two principal forms. 

a. cramlfolia rera. Leaves trimorphic, leaflets of trifoliolate and 
mature leaves jointed to the petiole ; flow”er8 produced both in 
the 8-foliolate and ultimate stages ; rij;)e fruit nearly J of an 
inch in diameter. 

fl, lieaves dimorphic, never trifoliolate, not obviously jointed to 
tlie petiole, fruit more densely crowded than in a and smaller. 

x2 
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There are two sub-varletioa. 

a. Uiiim vte rays of female umbels sub-racemose, ovaries 
6-oelled. 

b. Ultimate rays of female umbels umbellate, ovaries usually 
4-celled* 

This cl.aia^tcr, however, is not absolute, as both 4- and 5-celled ovaries 
may otcasioi a'ly be found on the same ray. It is, however, certain that in 
many cases 5-celled ovaries become 4-oclled by suppression at a very early 
sta,^e. 

I have seen no ripe fruit so small as the specimen figui’cd by Mr. 
Buchanan on Plate XXT. 

At Mun^^aroa I collected specimens of the early leaves of variety /3, 
which meaf^^ured 48 inches in length. 

Var. a appears to bo local j I have observed it only in tlio Auckland 
district. Mr. Buchanan finds it near Dunedin. 

Var. /3 is probably common tliroughout the colony, except in the Auck- 
land district, where, I behove, it has not been observed. Both sub-varieties 
may be found side-by-side about Wellington, flowering in February and 
March. 

A plant common in the Inaugahua Valley and other parts of the interior 
of the South Island is probably different from either of the above ; the early 
leaves, while retaining their elongated form, gradually lose their teeth and 
tlieir bronzed hue, assuming the green, glossy texture of tlio matiu-e leaves, 
which, in their turn, are more decidedly lanceolate, less serrate, and rather 
more meiubi aiious ihan in any North Island form. Inflorescence in largo 
compound umbels, only seen in bud. Fruit unknown. 

2. P. forox, MS. 

P. /ongmivivvif Bachanan ; TrauH. N.Z. IiiBt., IX., p. 630, pi. XX. (Leaf of 
young plant and male umbel) ; not of Hook. f. 

A small choecious tree about 20 feet high ; leaves dimorphic, simple 
in all stages ; on young plants linear, 12-18 inches long, drooping, 
resembling the early state of P, craMsifolium, but much more rigid and 
coriaceous, irregularly lobulate-dentate, teeth stout, hooked, acute ; mature 
loaves excessively thick and coriaceous, 8-5 inches long, J-J of an inch 
broad, linear obovato, apiculate, gradually narrowed to the base, forming 
a short petiole ; umbels terminal ; male of 0-10 siinide rays, flowers 
pedicelled, sub-racemose, stamens 4 ; female, compact, of C-9, 1 -8-flowered 
rays about 1-inch long ; fruit ovoid 5-collcd, calycine ring strongly marked, 
styles 5, connate into a column, tips scarcely recurved. 

Hah, South Island — Near Nelson, Dr. Hector and T. Kirk ; Valley of 
the Buller, near the junction of the Matukituki, T.E. ; common near 
Dunedin, Mr* Buchanan I (male flowers only). 
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My first knowledge of tliia plant was obtained in 1878, when it was 
collected by Dr. Hector and myself near Nelson, but the specimens were 
not in sufficiently good condition to allow of a diagnosis being drawn. I have 
not seen either male or female fiowers in a perfect condition, so tliat tlie 
description must be considered as provisional. 

Mr. Buchanan states that this plant is common near Dunedin and 
Nelson : he must have been misinformed as to its frequency about Nelson, 
since it is remarkably local in that district, and occurs but sparingly, 

Panojs lessonii^ DC., var. heteroph|rlla ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., 1., p. 142, 
(edition 1.) 

Leaves dimorphic ; on old plants unifoliolate, ovate-acuminate, petioles 
1-2 inches long, lamina 11-2 inches, and trifoliolate, on petioles 8 inches 
long, leaflets sessile, ovate-lanceolate, or ovate-acuminate ; fruit as in the 
typical form. 

North Island — Whangaroa (North), 

Panax dlsoolor, Kirk; Trans. N.Z, Inst., HI., p, 178. 

A dioecious species allied to P, Imonii^ DC., styles 6. 

In the catalogue of uoiihern plants published in the 2iul Volume of 
“ Transactions of the New Zealand Institute,” (p. 243), Mr. Buchanan has 
referred this plant to P. simpler^ which does not occur north of the Hauraki 
Gulf. 

North Island — Whangaroa (North) ; Groat Omaha ; Great Barrier 
Island ; Little Barrier Island ; Cape Colville ; Thames Goldfield, 

Lobanthack-*;. 

Loranthus deoussatus^ Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 162. 

North Island — Cape Colville Peninsula ; Titirangi, Soutli Island — 
From Nelson to Otago, 

Bubiack^. 

Voprosma arborea, Kirk; Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 420. 

North Island— From North Cape to Hauraki Gulf; Waiheki Island. 
Copromia serrulata, Hook, f., MS. ; Buchanan, Trans. N.Z. Inst., lU., 

p. 212. 

A very distinct robust species 1-2 feet high ; bark white and papery 
on old branches ; interpctiolar stipules very large, ciliated when young ; 
male fiowers axillary, solitary, or in 2-8-flowercd fascicles, sessile or nearly 
so; calyx cleft nearly to the base, lobes broad; corolla not seen ; female 
flowers (specimen very imperfect) apparently solitary, sessile. The margin 
of the leaf is shortly lacerate rather than serrulate. The young leaves of 
C. robusia are truly serrulate. 
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South Island — Mountain districts, Marlborough to Otago, 2,000-4,000 
feet. 

CoMPOSITiB. 

Olearia nitiday Hook, f., var. oapiUaria. 

0. capillarisy Bnch. ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 212. 

South Island — Nelson Mountains, 4,000 feet. 

Mr. Buchanan agrees with me in considering this a variety of 0. nitida. 

Olearia exoortioata, Bnch. ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VI., p. 241. 

Allied to 0. lacumm, Hook, f., in flowers and fruit,” Buchanan. I 
have not seen specimens. 

North Island — Tararua Mountains. 

Olearia allomil, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p, 179. 

A very distinct species, allied to O. haastii^ Hook. f. 

North Island — Great Barrier Island, 800-2,800 feet. 

Celmina lateralis, Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 226, pi. XV. 

' A distinct species allied to €, larkifolia^ Hook, f., but with lateral 
flowers. 

South Island — Mountains near Lake Guyon, Amuri. 

Celmma walkori, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 549, pi. XXX. 

A strongly-marked species ; distinguished by its woody stems, patent 
leaves, and lateral flowers. 

South Island— Mountains above Lake Harris, Otago, 4,000 feet. 

Ozothamnus lancoolatus, Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., II., p. 88. 

Allied to 0. fjlomcratm, Banks and Sol. 

North Island — Maungatauiwha. 

UaouHa petriensis, Kirk ; Ti*aus. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 549. 

Allied to }{. hectorif Hook. f. 

South Island — Mount St. Bathans, Otago. 

Gnaphnliiim fasolculatum, Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p, 629, 
pi, XIX. 

Allied to G. yonnfjii^ Hook. f. 

North Island — Tararua Mountains. 

Erechiiue glabreeoens, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 660. 

Allied to K. scaberuhf Hook, f., but never scabrid. 

South Island — In subalpine woods, etc., Nelson to Otago; Stewart 
Island. 

Senedo “pottsii,” Armstrong ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 290. 

Mr. Armstrong states that his specimens were very imperfect, but that 
the plant differs from any other New Zealand species in the suffrutioose 
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habit and solitary heads/’ I have not seen specimens » but suspect it to be 
an iJpine state of some vrell-known species. 

South Island — Mount Jollie» Bangitata, 4,500 feet. 

Setiecio hectorii Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., V., p. 848, VI., pi. XXIII. 

A noble plant allied to glastifoUus^ Hook, f., but of widely different 
habit and foliage. 

South Island — Valley of the Buller, between Eotorua and the Inanga* 
hua, frequent ; Valley of the Grey. 

Senecio myrianthOB, T. F. Cheeseman; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VII., p. 848. 

S. cluentinannii. Hook, f., Ic. Tl., 1. 1,201. 

A handsome species allied to S. perdicioidee^ Hook, f,, and S. sciadojMlus, 
Hook. f. 

Nortli Island — Thames Goldfield. 

Senecio laxlfloruSi Buchanan, MS. 

S. laxifolhis; Trans. N.Z. Inst., 11., p. 89. 

Mr. Buchanan informs me that “ ” was substituted for “ 

floras ” through a printer’s blundGr. I have adopted his original name, as 
that printed i.s singularly inappropriate. 

Closely allied to S. t/reyvi, Col., but differing in the lax open panicle. 
South Island — Fowler’s Pass, 8,000-8,500 feet. 

Senecio robusta, Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VI., p. 240, pi. XXIII., f. 1. 

A very distinct species allied to 6’. bidwiUii, Hook, f., but the leaves are 
scarcely coriaceous, and the corymbs are usually many-flowered. When 
fresh the whole plant is extremely viscid. 

South Island — Mount Eglinton, J. MoHonl Mountains above the 
Greenstone, J. Buchanan ; Mountains above Lake Harris, 4,000 feet, T. 
Kirk. 

Campanulacr^. 

Selliera/asciculatay J. Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., HI., p. 211 ; is merely 
a rupestral form of S. radicans. Car. 

Jasminrjg. 

Olen apeiala, Vahl. ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 165. 

North Island— Rocky places near the sea; Taurauga Islands; Great 
Barrier Island ; Nelson Island ; Little Barrier Island. 

Gentiane^. 

Gentiana nova^elandUe^ Armstrong ; Trans. N.Z. List., IV,, p. 201. 
Appears to be only a trivial variety of G. viontana^ Forst. 

CONVOLVULACE^. 

Dichondra repenSf Forst., var. brovlfolia. 

D. hrevifoliat J. Baohanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., m., p. 208. 
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Differs from the typical form only in its small size and elongated 
pedunolos. 

North Island— In turfy bogs, Papatoitoi. South Island— Poputunoa 
and other places, Otago. 

ScBOPHULABINfi^. 

Mmidiis repem^ Br., var. colensoi. 

it/» coZmsof , Kirk ; Traus. N.Z. lofit., HI., p. 179. 

I am unable to maintain this as a distinct speoios, notwithstanding its 
apparent divergence from tlie typical form. 

North Island — Onehunga. 

Qratiola peruviana^ E. Br. ( 6r. Bexdeniaia^ A. Gunn.) 

/3. latifolia. 

<T, latifolia, R. Br. ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 165. 
y. pumila; F. Muell., Linnsea, XXV., p. 481. 

Leaves small, narrow, glabrous, or viscid pubescent, 
n North Island — fi. Mangawhare ; y. Auckland. 

Veronica arborea, Vahl., var. arborea. 

arborea, J. Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VL, p. 212. 

North Island — Great Barrier Island ; Cape Terawiti, etc. • 

Mr. Buchanan states the trunk is 8 feet in diameter ; but the largest 
specimen I have seen would scarcely be more than 8 feet in circumference. 

1 VemVa chnthamica, J. Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VII., p. 838, pi. XIU., 
f. 1. 

A distinct species with wiry procumbent stems ; racemes puberulous, 
capsules longer than the calyx, narrowed at both ends. 

Not agreeing in habit with any other of tlie friiticoso species, but 
approaching T. lujustrlfolia and K. parrijiora in the racemes, calyx, and 
capsule. The l acemos become elongated and lose the early obtuse character 
80 well shown in Mr. Buchanan’s drawing. 

Chatham Islands. 

Veronica vernivoea, Hook., f., var. anomala. 

V, anomala, Anustrong ; Traus. N.Z. Inst*., IV., p. 291. 

A plant of this abnormal form kindly given mo by Mr. Armsti-ong, 
flowered at midsummer after throe years* cultivation, and presented charac- 
ters somewhat at variance with those in the original description. 

Flowers, sessile, in 1-8 terminal, 5-10-flowered spikes; sepals 8, 
obtuse ; tube of corolla elongated, segments usually 8 (rarely 4), spreading 
narrow; stamens 2; capsule slightly turgid, and rarely exceeding the 



Kirk , — Reeefit Addiliom to tht New Zealand Flora. xxxix 

This singular variety has more the appearance of a casual “sport** than 
a permanent form. It iliffers from the type in its more slender brancblets, 
and the brownish-green hue of its more distant leaves. 

South Island — Head-waters of the Bakaia. 

Mr. Armstrong agrees with me in considering this a form of F. veniicosa, 
Hook. f. 

Veronica obovata, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 502. 

Allied to V, Imis, but very different in habit and loaves. 

South Island — Broken Kiver, Canterbury. 

Veronica canesoens, Kirk; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 503. 

The only Nbw Zealand species with solitary, axillary flowers. 

South Island — Lake Lyndon, Canterbury, 2,800 feet ; Oamaru, Otago. 

PoLYOONEiE. 

liumex neglectus, Kiik ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 493, Ic. PI., t. 1,245. 

North Island — Shingly beaches. Cook Strait*. South Island — Dusky 
Bay ; Bluff Harbour. 

CHENOPODIACEiE. 

ChenopodiuM detestans, Kirk; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 550. 

South Island — Between Lake Lyndon and the Cass Eiver, Canterbury; 
outlet of Lake Hawea^ Otago. 

• Conifers. 

Dacriplium intermedium, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 886, pi. XX. 

North Island — Great Barrier Island; Cape Colville ; Thames Goldfield; 
Tongariro. Soutli Island — ^Dun Mountain, between Greymoutli and Okarita, 

Daa iidium westlandicum, Kirk ; Hook, f., Ic. PI., t. 1,218 ; Trans. N.Z. 
Inst., X., p. 387, pi. XVIII, 

Noi-th Island — Great Barrier Island and Whangaroa ; (identified from 
young plants only.) South Island — West Coast, from Greymoutli to 
Okarita, etc., etc. 

Daerxjdum bidwillii, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 888. 

South Island — a. erecta: Nelson; Canterbury; West Coast to Dusky 
Bay. rcvlinata: Nelson, by tho Thomas Biver ; Upper Waimakariri ; 
Arthur’s Pass, Canterbury ; West Coast of Otago. 

Dacrydium kirkii, P. Mueller in De Candolle's Prod., vol, XVI,, pars. % 
p. 495 ; Hook, f., Ic. PI., t. 1,219; Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 890, 
pi. XIX. 

North Island — Wliaugaroa (North) to Manukau, but local; 

Barrier Island. 

Phylhcladiis glauca, Carriere, Conifores, p, 502; Trans. N.Z, Inst., X., 

p. 880. 
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North Island — Hokianga to Wairoa (East), and Thames Goldfield, but 
local ; Great Barrier lalaud. 

Oachidaob^. 

Coryaamhes oheesemannii, Hook. f», Ic. PL, t. 1,120 ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. 
Inst., m., p. 180. 

The only New Zealand species belonging to the typical section of the 
genus. 

North Island — Titirangi ; To Whau ; Ilemuora. 

Naiades. 

Potamoyeton pohjyonifoliits^ Pourret ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 166. 

North Island — Great Omolia ; Papakura, etc. Soutl^ Island — Marl- 
borough; Southland. 

Zannichellia jiremii^ P. Mueller. 

. Lepilana prfmli, Mueller; Frag. Phyt. Auflt., VITI., p. 217. 

Baron v. Mueller refers the Zannichellia paUistris of my Botany of the 
Waikato. (Trans. N.Z. Inst., III., p. 146) to this species, characterized by 
the ternary arrangement of the female flowers, each with a 802 )arate bract, 
and of the fruit ** which altogether agrees with that of Ahhenia^*' as well as 
in the cupular trilobate male perianth, and monadelphous anthers. 

It is probable that we have more than one form in the colony. 

Zoatera nana^ Roth., var. muelleri; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst,, p. 862. 

Z, mllelleri, Irmiflch. 

North Island — Port Nicholson, 

Liliace^. 

Cordyline ‘^hookeri," Kirk; Trans, N.Z. Inst,, V., p. 244. 

North Island — Hauraki Gulf ; Buahine Mountains ; Mount Egmont ; 
Rimutaka. 

Astelia cunninghamU^ Hook, f., var. hookeriana; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., 
IV., p. 244. 

North Island — Little Barrier Island ; nep-r Auckland. 

Astelia grandis, Hook, f., MS. ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 245. 

North and South Islands — In marshy places. 

Aatelia trinervia, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst,, IV., p. 240. 

North Island — In forests, North Cape to Taupo. 

MELAKTIIACEiE. 

AnguUlana novsB-zelandise, Hook, f., MS. 

A small bulbous herb ; bulb tunicate ; scape 1-2 inches high, clothed 
with the persistent sheathing bases of old loaves ; loaves 2, narrow linear, 
sheathing, much longer than the scape ; flower solitary, perianth leaves 6, 
with three raised linear bands ; stamens 6 ; ovary trigonous, obtuse, styles 
reounred. 
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South Island — In swamps near Christchurch ; Rangitata, Mr, Armtrofvh 
For my specimens of this interesting addition to our flora, I am indebted 
to its discoverer, Mr. Armstrong, and to Dr. von Haast. It is mentioned by 
Mr. Armstrong in his list of Christchurch plants, Trans. N.Z. Inst., II., 
p. 126, but so far as I am aware no description has yet been published. 

JuNCKiF., 

Juncua glancua^ L. ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 893. 

South Island — Between llokitika and Ross. 

Jma^ latnprocarpua, Eluhart ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., VII., p. 878. 

North Island — Port Nicholson. South Island — •Marlborough ; West 
Coast ; Invercargill ; the Bluff, etc. 

Juncua Involucratus, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 550. 

South Island — Aniuri, »8,000 foot. 

Juncua paucifloraa, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 651. 

Soutli Island — Castle Hill Basin, Canterbury. 

RlSSTIACKiS. 

Sporadanthus traversii, F. Mueller, MS. 

Lep}jrodia traveraii, F. Muoll. ; Fragmcuta Ph^^ographiftj A.UAtrAliu), Vin.,p. 79. 
Stems glabrous, 2-4 feet high, stout, terete, smooth ; branches fastigiate ; 
sheaths distant, acuminate. Male flower, panicle terminal, elongated, fasti- 
giate, 8-9 inches long ; spikelets peduncled ; outer glumes ovate- acuminate, 
with soarious margins ; perianth segments 0, linear lanceolate, two of the 
outer aeries rather longer than the others ; stamens equalling the perianth ; 
female flower not seen ; fruit a nucule (Mueller.) 

Chatham Islands — /f. IJ, Travers! 

Baton von Mueller points out that this is doubtless the supposed 
Calorophus collected by Dioffenbach, as mentioned by Hooker ; Handbook 
New Zealand Flora, p. 296. 

Eoatkovia nova-zelatuliaf J. Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 227. 

Mr. Buchanan and myself are agreed in referring this to 77. gracilis, 
Hook, f., previously only known to occur in the Auckland islands. 

CYPERACKiE. 

Cyperua buchananii Kirk; C, gracilis, J. Buchanan in Trans. N.Z. Iu8\, 
p. 210; not of R. Brown. 

Culms 1-2 feet high, trigonous ; leaves flaccid, shorter than the culms, 
keeled, margins smooth ; involucre of 8-6 spreading grassy leaves, 8-6 
inches long ; umbels of 4-8 unequal rays, 1-4 inches long, usually compact . 
spikelets j^-)-inoh long, sessile, arranged in involucellate 6-12-rayed umbels 

t2 
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or faBoiole», and densely crowded near the tips of the primary rays ; glumes 
10--16 on each side, broadly lanceolate, acute ; stigmas 8 ; nut triquetrous. 

At once distinguished from C, mtidatiie by its flaccid slender leaves and 
rounded heads. The splkelets are sessile, but assume a pedicellate appear* 
ance from the falling away of the lower glumes. 

North Island — Hutt Valley ; especially plentiful by tlie Waiwetu Biver. 

Schceme vaoillans, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 421. 

North Island — Cape Colville. 

lioUpU '^globosa,” J. Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., HI., p. 211. 

The spikelet varies greatly in size and form, from of an inch in 
length, and from ovoid to linear; small states cannot be distinguished from 
ordinary L prolifer, Br. ; for, although Mr. Buchanan gives the smooth nut^ 
as a differential character, I have never seen New Zealand specimens of 
J. prolifer with -dotted nuts. I am uncertain as to tlie propriety of con- 
sidering one or two of the series of forms included under /. prolifer as 
distinct plants, or as variotios of one protean species — the present amongst 
them. 

North Island — About Wellington. 

holepU Jlnltam, Br.; Scirpmjlaitam, L., Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., Ill,, p. 166. 
North Island — Mangatawhiri Creek ; lakes and streams in Waikato. 
South Island — The Bluff Hill (a doubtful ideutification.) 

Cladium huttonl, Kirk; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 551. 

Allied to C, ijlomerata, Br., but distinguished by its drooping habit, open 
panicle, and small florets. 

North Island — Lakes in the Lower Waikato ; Tildtapu Lake, Taupo. 

Oahnia rigida^ Kirk; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 551. 

Allied to G, setifolia^ Hook. f. 

South Island — West Coast, in several localities between Greymouth and 
Okarita. 

Oahnia heotori, Kirk; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 551. 

A very distinct species, allied to O. procera^ Porst. 

North and South Islands — As far soutli as Okarita, 

Uarex chlorantka, Brown ; Prodromus, 242. 

A small rather stout species, culms 8-6 inches high, rigid; leaves 
shorter than the culms ; spike compact, oblong, of 5-8 oval androgynous 
spikelets, bract short; male flowers below, crowded; stamens 8; glumes 
ovate-aouminate, utricle pyriform, margins serrulate ; stigmas 2. 

North Island — Waitemata. 
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Danthonia raoulii^ Stendel, var. australis; J. Buchanan, Trans. N.Z. Inst., 
IV., p, 224. 

South Island — Kaikoura Mountains ; Lake Guyon, Nelson. 

Danthonia smi-annularU^ Br., alplna; J. Buchanan, Trans. N.Z. Inst., 
IV., p. 225. 

South Island — Wairau Valley ; Amuri 8,000-6,000 feet ; Dusky Bay. 

A remarkable plant, seldom flowering ; most probably a distinct species. 

Arundo conspicua^ Forst., yar. fiilvida. 

A, fulvidat J. Buchanan ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., p. 242. 

North Island — Poverty Bay ; Port Nicholson. South Island — Mataura 

River, Otago. 

^ Filices. 

Dicksonia antarctica, Br., var. Jibroaa, 

D.Jibrosa, Col. in Tasmanian Journal ; Baker in Synopsis Filioum (2nd edit.), 
p. 461. 

This differs from ordinary forms of the Australian and Tasmanian plant, 
in its smaller size, hairy rachis, more. compact habit, and less coriaceous 
texture, but these are not characters on which specific distinctions can be 
based, so that I am unable to accept Mr. Baker's opinion as to its specific 
validity. See Sir Joseph Hooker's emphatic remarks on this species, 
PI. N.Z., n., p. 10. 

UyrnenophyUum oheesemaunii. Baker, Synopsis Filicum (2nd edition), 
p. 464 ; Cheeseman, Trans. N.Z. Inst., VIII., p. 829. 

North Island — Amongst moss on trees, Whangarei ; Great Barrier 
Island; Titirangi; Hunua; Thames Goldfield. 

Hymenophyllum armstrongili Kirk. 

Triehomauei armirongii. Baker, Syn. Fil. (2nd edit.), p. 464 ; Armstrong, 
Trans. N.Z. Inst., IV., p. 291 ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., pi. XXI. A. 
also p. 582. 

This minute plant is a true Hymenophyllum, the involucres being dis- 
tinctly 2-valvod and divided to the base when mature. They are much 
compressed, especially in the young state, and tlie lips have a broad margin, 
but there is no constriction ; occasionally the lips of the valves are slightly 
recurved after the discharge of the spores. It can only bo distinguished 
from //• cheesemannii by the stout marginal nerve and firmer texture; the 
involucres are not constantly ciliated. 

It forms matted patches on rocks, or occurs more sparingly amongst 
moss on trees, so that, like the preceding, it is easily overlooked. 

puts XXI. A., 1 and 2, Hymenophyllum amutrotigii, natural size ; 8, fertile pinna, 
enlarged ; 4 and 5, sori, greatly enlarged. 
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South Island — On rocts, Upper Waimakariri; Bealey; Axihttr*8 Pads ; 
oa trees, Hokitika ; Okorifa ; sea-level to 4,000 feet. I am indebted to 
Mr. A. HamiHun for my knowledge of its occurrence at Okarita/ 

IJymowphyUam villomm, Colenso; Kiik, Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 895. 

North Island— Ruatahin a; Tarawera. South Island — From Marl- 
borougli to Otago, 2,000-4,000 feet. 

Jhjmennphyllum montanum, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 894, pi. XXI. B. 
South Island — Lake Wakatipu. 

Davallia forsteri^ Carrnthers ; Baker in Syn. Pil. (2nd edit.), p. 470, 

“ Allied to D, Hcnpariaf but with the sori smaller and bordered.** (Baker.) 
Only known from Forster’s original specimen in the British Museum. 

South Island — Dusky Bay. ^ 

Lifukaya vlridin, Colenso, Tasmanian Journal; Baker, Journal of Botany, 
vol. IV. (1875), p. 108 ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 896. 

North Island — Port Fitzroy; Manukau ; TeWhau; Mangarowa; Wan- 
ganui. Soiitli Island —Massacre Bay ; Hokitika ; West Coast of Otago. 

Dr. von Haast informs me that ho has never collected this species in 
Canterbury, so that there can be no doubt that the specimens labelled 
“ Canterbury, Sinclair and Haast^"' in the Kew Herbarium, were obtained 
by Sinclair in the North Island. 

Vheilanihrs tmuifolia^ Swartz ; Kirk, Trans. N.Z. Inst,, VI., p. 247. 

Apparently confused with C, nieheri, Kunze, by New Zealand collectors, 
but distinguished by the triangular or rhomboid frond. 

North Island — Mr. Colenso informs me that he has colleoted it in the 
Hawke Bay district. South Island — Lyttelton Harbour ; mountains about 
Queenstown ; Lake Hawea, abundant. 

Lomaria duplicataf Potts ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 891. 

This is merely a branched form of L. prom a, var. minor ^ but remarkable 
for its constancy. Mr. Potts points out that simple and branched fronds 
are produced on the same plant. 

Lomaria acmninata, Baker ; Syn. Fil. (edit. 2), p. 481. 

Intermediate between L. attmuata^ Willd., and L. lanceolata, Spreng. 
Kermadec Islands. 

Doodia media, R. Br., var. mllnei. 

Baker in Syn. Fil, (Sod edit.), p. 488. 

JD. milnei, Carr. ; FI. Viti, p. 858. 

Kermadee Islands. 

iJephrodium glMMum, A. Ounn; Kirk» Trans. N.Z. Inst., X., p. 898 . N. 
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pentangularum, Col. 

This species has been confused trith N. decompotUum, Br., and N. 
velutinum, Hook. 

Kot uncommon. 

ISOETBA. 

leoetes klrkii, A. Braun, Auszug aus dem Mcnatsbericht Eoniglichen 
Aoadcmie dor Wissenschaften zu Berlin, Juli, 1869; Kuk, Trans. 
N.Z. Inst., II., p. 107, pi. VII. 

Kesombling weak spocirndlis of the European I. laeuttrie, but more 
closely-allied to the Australian I. miieUeri (A. Braun.) 

North Island — Whangape, Waikare, and Wailii Lakes, Lower Waikato ; 
BotokakaJu, Tanpo. 

Isoetee fllplnus, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., VII., p. 877, pi. XXV. 

At once distinguished from I. Mrkii by its large size, robust habit, deeper 
colour, and larger macrosporcs. 

South Island — Boto Iti, Botorua, and Lake Guyon, Nelson; Lake 
Lyndon, Lake Pearson, Lake Grassmcre, and Lake Windermere, Canter- 
bury, 2,000-8,000 feet. 

Maksileacejs. 

PUttlaria novss-zelandiss, Kirk ; Trans. N.Z. Inst., IX., p. 647, pi. XXIX. 
Allied to P. novm-hollandia, A. Braun. 

South Island — Lake Pearson and Lake Lyndon, Canterbury, 2,000- 
2,800 feet. 
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